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Warm Greetings!
The faculty of Concordia Theological Seminary, the good folks throughout the Concordia University System, and the staff of CUEnet are very pleased to bring to you the “Images of Faith” project. It is our hope that this dynamic multi-media program will become a favored tool to augment the ones that you currently use for teaching confirmation and Bible classes to youth.
We are particularly excited about the insights you will discover from faith development specialist Dr. Rebecca Peters and clinical psychologist Dr. Buddy Mendez. We believe their comments will prove uncommonly helpful to you as you address the young adolescents in your classes.
We trust this unique approach to learning will enhance the joy you and your students experience as you explore essential teachings of the faith. 
Dean O. Wenthe, President

           D. Ray Halm, President Emeritus
Concordia Theological Seminary

    Concordia University at Irvine 
Introduction to Images of Faith
Abstract
The Images of Faith project provides fast-paced, multi-media learning experiences for confirmation-age youth which reveal their identity as children of a loving God within the context of the Christian Church’s most basic teachings. Your teens will enjoy the pace and variety of the presentations, as well as the optional learning activities, including discussion questions, small group work, stories, quotations and memory work which accompany the lessons. Faith development specialist Dr. Rebecca Peters and clinical psychologist Dr. Buddy Mendez augment the project with insights to the maturation of young adolescents. 

Content and Structure 
The images you are about to enjoy honor faith and the relationship of the young believer to God while simultaneously portraying adolescent struggles. Each multi-media experience is intended to generate lively conversation among the youth and between the youth and their confirmation instructor. The media experiences are introduced with background material for the instructor, including on occasion flash stories (very short stories), quotations, and memory work. The background material is written as though speaking to early adolescents, thus suggesting approaches you might use as instructor. The average reading difficulty of the background material is 7.5 grade level, so the instructor certainly may elect to copy the background material for sharing with the learners. From time to time, special attention is paid to the Intersections between early-adolescent psychology and the lesson under consideration. Also interspersed within the background material the instructor will find writing labeled “Time Out for Teachers.” Explanations of critical doctrines are provided. The reading levels in these sections are beyond the middle school learner. Following the background material, instructors will find suggested learning activities.  Teachers should feel free to use as much or as little of the learning activities as they wish. Everything is optional. Obviously, the same can be said for the background, quotations and memory work, although it is hoped the instructors will demand some level of memorization. 
Biblical quotations are from the English Standard Version unless otherwise marked. To the extent possible, wording that might be shared with the students will be in the vernacular of teens. Instructors are encouraged not only to ask students to memorize the Bible passages found in the Memory Work sections, but wherever Bible passages are noted throughout the program.
The series will cover the Ten Commandments, the Apostles Creed (with references to the Nicene Creed), the Lord’s Prayer, confession and absolution, baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Occasionally references will be made to other doctrines of the Church. In its entirety, Images of Faith will provide an excellent overview of biblical theology. Certainly Images of Faith could also be used with high school youth or adults as a refresher course on the basic truths of Christianity. 
CUEnet has established password-protected threaded discussions where your students may explore issues with others of their age from your congregation. The sites are private to each church, and each congregation will be responsible for monitoring the threaded conversations of its youth. If your learners would enjoy having such an opportunity for interaction, please contact CUEnet at this address: e-discussions@cuenet.edu. We will be happy to set up the links for you.
One further note: instructors may find it helpful to show the media presentations more than once. Doing so will enhance learner comprehension and make the learning activities more meaningful.

Primary Audience

The intended audience for Images of Faith is the congregation’s young adolescents, almost all of whom exhibit unbounded energy, a high degree of idealism, a keen sense of social justice, and a need to understand and balance their place in the family with a newly blossoming desire for autonomy and self-knowledge. While every child is unique and special, all young people encounter questions and emotions which create concern in their lives. For instance, young teens are just beginning to think abstractly, and they frequently struggle with issues that are not perfectly “black or white.” From time to time they also wrestle with questions of relationship. Moreover, as the maturing child transitions toward middle adolescence, acceptance by peers takes on increasing importance, adding to the psychological mix. The young teenager holds many newly forming values in tension with each other and with the security of the family. When one or more of the basic elements of psychological well-being is in a state of heightened stress, the result can be a sense of deprivation resulting in edginess to cover insecurity, defiant behavior to cover fear, or apathy to mask uncertainty – all of which interfere with learning, self-acceptance, satisfying relationships and wholesome faith development. Additionally, these stressors reduce the attention span of the early adolescent. Only when tensions are addressed without threat by trusted and patient adults can the teenager focus on growth, especially within the affective domain of learning. Because authentic communication to young teens must take such developmental challenges into account, the multi-media experiences for Images of Faith reflect accurately and with empathy the questions that dominate the mind and heart of young teens, thus being faithful to the formative psychology of emerging adolescence. 
If Images of Faith is used with older adolescents or adults, the instructor may want to modify the discussions questions and/or activities to one degree or another.

Perspective 
Catechesis traditionally begins with the Ten Commandments as God’s imperatives for His people, and Images of Faith begins here, as well. Teenagers know that when God’s children fail to abide by the Lord’s imperatives, they do well to seek His forgiveness through prayer and confession.  On the other hand, most young adolescents have yet to come to view the Ten Commandments as descriptors of the sanctified life; that is, the behaviors that are prompted by the Spirit following justification, the behaviors the believer exhibits until such time as the force of sin is allowed to disrupt the Spirit’s work. Because of the often overwhelming power of sin, particularly in the life of a young Christian, the preeminent aim of Images of Faith is for young teenagers to embrace the Lord’s forgiveness while simultaneously viewing themselves as being carried by Him whose power works through them—not in the indirect sense that God’s grace and love make possible the teenager’s Christian walk, imparting a capability to the teen, but in the strong and immediate sense that God Himself works in the teenager’s work, so that the teenager’s work can only truly be said to be God’s work. Christian maturation is characterized by an ever-deepening understanding that “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.” (Gal. 2:20)

Underlying everything in the multi-media presentations is the image of God as the great giver of gifts. He gave life and when we ruined His gift, He gave the promise of life anew and kept that promise through the historic figures of the Old Testament and finally in the Christ child. God gives blessing upon blessing.  Confirmation is a time of courtship between the teenager and God, a time to literally fall in love with the Giver or all good gifts. 

Psychology of the Learner
Introducing the multi-media experiences are faith development specialist Dr. Rebecca Peters and clinical psychologist Dr. Buddy Mendez from the faculty of Concordia University—Irvine, California.   Drs. Peters and Mendez speak of the transition young boys and girls make between the gentle life of a child and the tumultuous years of middle and late adolescence.  Peters and Mendez discuss the primary questions to bubble to the surface for the young adolescent, touching upon the connection between their questions and their conscious and unconscious behaviors.

Time Out for Teachers
Occasionally you will encounter a section entitled “Time Out for Teachers.” These sections are meant to provide the instructor with deeper notes related to the lessons at hand. 

Conclusion

We trust you and your students will enjoy the compelling experiences you are about to see and hear. This may not be your grandfather’s confirmation program, but it is right on target for the Connected Generation! 
You are welcome to use the Images of Faith multi-media experiences as a stand-alone program of instruction, or we invite you to integrate Images of Faith with your previously successful teaching strategies. 
Instructors may wish to display the media presentations multiple times as an aid to ingraining the concepts into the minds of young learners. For particularly young learners, instructors may also wish to consider reading the slides aloud as an additional aid to the learning process.
Legend:
· The color red denotes material related to early adolescent development.
· The color blue denotes material specifically helpful to the instructor.
· The color green denotes quotes from the Bible, from other literature, or an original story.
· The color purple denotes background material for the instructor.
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God’s Gift: The Third Commandment
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
The Third Commandment is a challenging lesson to learn. The media presentation explores some of the aspects of the Third Commandment, but not everything. Among the Learning Activities are two scripts for you and your classmates to read to each other. The short version again explores a summary of the Third Commandment, and the long version explores the full range of spiritual concepts. Be warned, however, that the concepts in the longer script are quite demanding. The first script for you to try begins on page 35. Please feel free to adjust the number of speakers or have more than one group do the reading. As the script stands, two readers play the roles of knowledgeable adults and three readers play the roles of students. You will enjoy this project even more if you are able to read the script to a live audience, perhaps your parents. Beginning on page 37 is the longer script which addresses the full range of doctrine in the Third Commandment.
1. Immediately below in the Time Out for Teachers is a discussion of the doctrines involved in the Third Commandment. 
2. The longer script certainly may be used with your early adolescent students, but it might be more applicable for older adolescents or a study group of adults. 
Time Out for Teachers
Prior to their fall into sin, Adam and Eve were “in the image of God”; that is, Adam and Eve knew the perfect will of their Creator and they possessed the ability to conform to God’s will in thought, word and deed. Inasmuch as Adam and Eve had perfect knowledge of God’s will, one might ask the question, why did God give Adam and Eve an external law; namely, that they not eat of the tree of good and evil? Was the external law not redundant to the fact that Adam and Eve already knew God’s will for them? The answer is no, for while Adam knew in his heart that God was to be worshipped, Adam and Eve had nothing to give form to the function they  knew they were to fulfill. The law forbidding the fruit of the tree of good and evil was given by God to Adam and Eve that they might demonstrate their trust in God and thereby worship him. In discussing Genesis, Chapter 2, Luther writes, 
“And so when Adam had been created in such a way that he was, as it were, intoxicated with rejoicing toward God and was delighted also with all the other creatures, there is now created a new tree for the distinguishing of good and evil, so that Adam might have a definite way to express his worship and reverence toward God. After everything had been entrusted to him to make use of it according to his will, whether he wished to do so for necessity or for pleasure, God finally demands from Adam that at this tree of the knowledge of good and evil he demonstrate his reverence and obedience toward God and that he maintain this practice, as it were, of worshiping God by not eating anything from it.” 

The external law forbidding the fruit of the tree was a liturgy giving form to worship. So it is that even prior to sin two laws exist, one written upon the heart and mind of Adam and Eve and known as the image of God and the other given by God as an external law, an external command of that for which God holds Adam and Eve responsible: absolute trust in Him. The Third Commandment raises a similar point. In this way the Third Commandment points humanity back to the First Commandment. God created an absolute link between trust and worship. 
Adam and Eve’s disobedience was sin, resulting in the complete loss of the image of God for Adam and Eve and for their descendants (Gen. 5:3). , At the same time,  St. Paul maintains by inspiration of the Holy Spirit that a measure of natural understanding of God’s will remains in the heart of humankind (Rom. 2:14-15) to the end that natural man is without excuse in his continuing rebellion against God’s will. 

To compensate for humankind’s loss of a full and perfect understanding of the will of the Creator, God gave the Ten Commandments to serve as a external expression of His perfect will. Lutherans have long taught three functions for this external law of God; the first being to curb gross sin in the world, the second being to reveal to an individual the depth of personal sin, and the third being to guide the redeemed believer in leading a life pleasing to the Lord.  The words of St. Paul in the New Testament concentrate on the second use of the law – that is, the accusatory character of the law – which continues to function in the same manner for humans following conversion and regeneration because of the sinful nature which yet clings even to the new man in Christ.
Young adolescent Christians frequently have questions about the new man in Christ. For instance, does the new man enjoy a renewed nature (by this they mean an ontological change)?  While it may be alluring to think this is so, the answer is no. The new man’s justification is forensic in character, not “ontologic.” The old man who was dead in sin remains, but simultaneously a new man has sprung forth. The essence of this new man is no one less than Christ himself (Gal. 2:20; Rom. 8:9). Paul’s writings are replete with descriptions of the new man being “in Christ” and Christ being “in” the new man, a clear example of which we have in Romans 8:10 

﻿“But if Christ is in you, your body is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.” (cf: John 15:5; Romans 6:11; 8:1; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 15:22; 2 Corinthians 2:14; 2:17; 5:17; 12:2; Ephesians 2:10; Colossians 2:10; 2 Timothy 3:12).
Since the believer retains his sinful nature, another question arises: To what extent is the new man merely a passive recipient of God’s activity of both conversion and good works? Is the new man comparable to a statue carved from stone, the rough stone being illustrative of man’s sinful state and the beautiful statue representing man following conversion? When in the ninth chapter of Acts (9:15) God declares that Paul shall be His instrument, does this imply that Paul will be passive in all that is to happen in the remaining chapters of the Book of Acts? The answer is both no and yes.

As regards coming to faith in Christ Jesus, the answer is yes. Man is never able to choose to believe in God. Man’s native corruption prevents such a decision from being in man’s hands. As Luther expressed it, man’s choice is bound; that is, man can only exercise his free will to resist God. Instead, God always does the choosing. (Cf. Matthew 22:14; John 15:16; Acts 13:48)  Man experiences what the Holy Spirit accomplishes in him through the Word. The Spirit calls, gathers and enlightens, to use Luther’s terms.
Simultaneously, the answer is no, for when God created Adam and Eve, he did not create inanimate stone but breathing, thinking, willing, living people! So too with the believer, the man whom God has chosen and turned around: he is a living, breathing person who has now been declared righteous in the court of the Almighty. When this new man exercises his will in keeping with his Redeemer’s will, he does so not as an automaton, but as a living person who has been moved but not coerced, who has been indwelled but not overtaken. This is why St. Paul writes in Philippians 2:12-13, Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose. 
Wilfried Joest, the twentieth century German professor and systematician, wrote, 

“Luther understands the person as one who is ‘carried’ by another. That power acts through him. And this is not in the indirect sense that God’s work makes possible our work, imparting the capability to us [Tridentine doctrine], but in the strong and immediate sense that God himself works in our work; so that our work can only be said to be his work.”
The key phrase here is “God works in our work.” The believer is not passive, not inanimate, not a puppet nor a robot.
In writing about Galatians, Luther says, 

“A Christian speaks nothing but chaste, sober, holy, and divine things—things that pertain to Christ, the glory of God, and the salvation of his neighbor. These things do not come from the flesh, nor are they done according to the flesh; nevertheless, they are in the flesh. I cannot teach, preach, write, pray, or give thanks except by these physical instruments, which are required for the performance of these activities. Nevertheless these activities do not come from the flesh and do not originate there; they are given and revealed divinely from heaven. … I do indeed live in the flesh, but I do not live on the basis of my own self. The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God. What you now hear me speak proceeds from another source.”
God makes willing people out of resisting, unwilling people and in this way partially restores His image to man. St. Paul teaches that following conversion, the believer longs for the Spirit to coax the human will to conform to the divine will. In this way does the will of the believer cooperate with the Spirit. (Cf. Rom. 7:22) Moreover, God’s Word and the sacraments nourish the spirit and will of the believer.  And so the believer conforms to the will of God to the extent that God rules in him through his Holy Spirit. But make no mistake, if God Spirit were not active in the believer, man could not remain obedient to God for one moment (cf. John 15:5).  Romans 7:21-23 and Galatians 5:17 make it plain that Satan does not give up the soul of a man easily. Rather, Satan remains in arduous battle throughout the believer’s lifetime, urging the natural sinful nature of man to rebel against the authority of God. 

How shall the believer then live in the face of such onslaught? God has provided for his chosen one’s safety; He has provided means of access to His grace in the Word and the sacraments. Moreover, the believer does well to maintain an active prayer life, constantly begging his Heavenly Father for protection and spiritual strength.
The new activities of desiring to conform to God will and hungering for His Word and Sacraments and longing to hear Him in sermons and Bible study are the fruits that follow conversion, and Jesus makes it clear that such fruits must accompany conversion (John 15:5). 

﻿“We are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”﻿ (﻿Eph. 2:10﻿)
Conclusion

Where the flesh overwhelms the believer’s God-inspired intentions, the law imposes responsibility and calls for repentance. Where the Spirit’s work is not impeded, the law anticipates the character and design of the Spirit’s activity and the believer’s behavior, and this is nothing less than the doxological character of the law, the provision of notes for the song of praise the gospel motivates the believer to sing.
Learning Activities for the Third Commandment
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A Script for Group Reading (short version) 


#1
We are here to learn about the Third Commandment, Rule #3.
#4
The Third Commandment says the people of God are to remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

#2
And do you know what the word “Sabbath” means?
#3
Does it mean the seventh day?

#1
It does sound like it might mean seventh day, but the Hebrew word “Sabbath” actually means “day of rest." 

#5
And was that Sunday?

#2
In Old Testament times it was Saturday.
#5
But today many Christians gather in their churches on Sunday. Why did we change the day?
#1
It was changed in recognition of Christ’s resurrection, which occurred on a Sunday. However, the Bible does not specify any specific day.
#2
The Church is free to gather on Monday or Thursday or any day of the week.
#4
But is the day commanded by God to be a day of rest?

#2
Well…not quite.

#3
Oh, oh. I’m getting lost.

#5
Me too. Do you mean that God is not commanding us to have a day of rest?

#1
Well, what does the commandment say about that day?

#4
It says we are to keep the day holy.

#2
That’s right.

#5
So how do we keep the day holy?

#2
Now that’s really the important question.
#1
You see, the part of the commandment that called for physical rest pointed to the coming of Jesus in whom all believers would one day have their final rest.

#4
Do you mean like going to heaven?

#2
Yes, our eternity will be with Jesus in heaven.

#1
In fact, all of the special days—the festival days in the Old Testament—pointed to the coming of Jesus in one way or another.

#5
Why don’t we celebrate the Old Testament festival days any longer?

#1
After Jesus was born, lived, died and rose again, the Old Testament festival days were no longer needed to point to His coming.

#3
Sooo, the important thing for us in the Third Commandment is not the idea of rest or the other festivals, but Christ?

#2
That’s worth an A+!

#5
Wow! Way to go!!

#4
Does that mean that there are really only nine commandments because the Third Commandment doesn’t apply to us?

#2
No, there are ten Commandments. You see the important part of the Third Commandment for us is the part about keeping the Sabbath holy. 

#1
And so we set aside one or more days each week to be holy?

#5
I still do not get how we do that?

#3
Yeah, how do we do that?

#1
We have a big clue in Leviticus 23:3 where Moses clarifies the Third Commandment when he writes, “Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day is a Sabbath of solemn rest, a holy convocation,” 
#2
Or as one translation has it, “a day of sacred assembly.”
#4
See, it says the seventh day is a day of rest. I was right! (fist pump)

#1
You were almost right. 

#2
Jesus made it clear to his disciples—and  to those who tried to catch Him breaking one of the Commandments—that the Third Commandment was not given to prevent incidental work or work that could not be avoided …

#1
Rather, the important part of the commandment was the part about keeping a day holy.

#5
So we’re back to the question I asked before, how do we do that?
#2
The key lies in the idea of the day being set aside for sacred assembly.

#1
So the Third Commandment demands that we gather to hear and learn God’s Word.

#4
Is that why we have Bible classes and worship services on Sunday?

#2
Yes, it is.

#3
And is that why we have sermons, too?

#1
Yes, it is the pastor’s responsibility to teach God’s Word to God’s people.

#2
As we learn of God through His Word, we discover our identity, which lies in our relationship with Him and with each other. We discover that we are the body of Christ!
#1
We grow in faith so that we are able to dedicate every day to the Lord’s glory.

#5
Then, how do we break the Third Commandment?

#2
Refusing to hear God’s Word or refusing to learn from God’s Word reveals a person’s attitude toward God. When someone despises the hearing and learning of God’s Word, such a person is despising God Himself and breaking the Third Commandment.

#3
But we know God will forgive us and that He really loves us, right?

#1
That’s right, and where did you learn that?

#3
In Sunday School and Youth Group -- and from my mom and dad.

#2
And where did your mom and dad learn about Jesus?

#3
At church.
#1
That’s right. 

#4
And it is through the means of the Word that Jesus comes to live in me, right?

#2
Right! And are you able to think of any other way in which God comes to us?

#3
Do you mean like in baptism and Holy Communion?

#1
That is exactly correct. God comes to us in His Word and His sacraments, and unless God Himself is our teacher, we cannot study and learn anything pleasing to him and beneficial to us and others.  

#5
So, being in God’s presence, 

#4
worshipping him in song and prayer,

#3
hearing his voice in the Word,

#4
and receiving forgiveness of our sin in baptism 
#5
and the Lord’s Supper

#3
are the behaviors God requires and encourages in his children.
#2
Perfect!
#3
I feel like we understand the first three Commandments.

#1
Good, because it is time to conclude the teaching of the first three commandments.

#2
Okay, I conclude that the Second and Third Commandments point believers back to the First Commandment.

#3
And I conclude that God wants his children to trust him above all else;

#4
And I conclude that his children must respect and protect the name of God;
#5
And we conclude that God wants us in His Word,
#4
coming to him each week in church
#3
to be fed with Word and sacrament

#1
which is in keeping with the Third Commandment.

A Script for Group Reading  (long version)


#1
We are here to learn about the Third Commandment, Rule #3.
#4
The Third Commandment says the people of God are to remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 

#2
And do you know what the Third Commandment means?

#3
It means we are to go to church each week to worship God.

#2
That’s excellent! Now let’s draw back the curtain to see what’s behind the Third Commandment. 

#1
You will be surprised how complex and how critical a full understanding of the Third Commandment truly is.

#2
You will need to listen very closely. Are you ready?

#3,4,5
Ready.

#1
The first book of the Bible tells us that God created humankind in his own image.

#2
Having been created in the image of God means that Adam was not only without sin but that he possessed a perfect understanding of God’s will. (read with emphasis)
#1
and Adam was free: free to follow God’s will or free to resist God’s will. 

#5
I think we have a question: If Adam had perfect knowledge of God’s will…

#4
You did say that Adam had perfect knowledge of God’s will didn’t you?

#2
Yes, Adam had perfect knowledge of God’s will.

#4
Okay, then here’s our question: why did God say to Adam, 

#5
“You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat”? 

#3
Didn’t Adam already know what God wanted and didn’t want? 

#1
The answer is yes and no.

#3
Oh, oh! 

#1
Here’s the deal: Adam knew in his heart that God was to be worshipped, but Adam did not have a way to worship God, a “liturgy,” so to speak, to give form to the worship he knew in his heart he was to do.

#2
A liturgy is like sheet music which shows the singer which notes to sing. A liturgy would show Adam and Eve how to worship God. 

#5
So if Adam was to worship God, Adam needed a way to do that.

#3
He needed a liturgy. 

#1
Excellent! 
#2
The law forbidding the fruit of the tree of good and evil was given by God so that Adam might have a way to demonstrate his complete and free trust in God, his worship. 
#4
Sooo, such trust was the worship God wanted?

#2
You’ve got it!

#3
Oh, good. I like it when we catch on!

#1
In discussing Genesis, Chapter 2, Luther writes, 
#2
Ahem…And so when Adam had been created in such a way that he was, as it were, intoxicated with rejoicing toward God and was delighted also with all the other creatures, 

#1
there is now created a new tree for the distinguishing of good and evil, so that Adam might have a definite way to express his worship and reverence toward God.

#2
After everything had been entrusted to [Adam] to make use of it according to his [own] will, whether he wished to do so for necessity or for pleasure, 

#1
God finally demands from Adam that at this tree of the knowledge of good and evil [Adam] demonstrate his reverence and obedience toward God and that he maintain this practice, as it were, of worshiping God by not eating anything from it. 

#5
That was Luther, huh?

#1
Yes, that was Luther.

#5
He talked funny.

#2
Well, he’s old.

#5
But he got it right, didn’t he?

#1
Yes, Luther got it right.

#1
So it is that even prior to Adam’s rebellion two laws exist, one written upon the heart of Adam and known as the image of God 

#2
and the other given by God as an external command so that Adam might demonstrate his trust in God and in that way worship Him. 

#3,4,5
Got it!

#4
But earlier you said that Adam was free to obey God’s demand or disobey God’s demand. Isn’t that what you said?

#1,2
Yes, that’s what we said.

#2
When Adam and Eve resisted God’s will by eating the fruit from the forbidden tree, the Lord God held the two of them responsible. 

#5
And that’s called sin, isn’t it?

#2
Yes, that’s called sin.

#1
Unfortunately for Adam and for us, this sin erased, at least in part, Adam’s natural understanding of God’s perfect will. 

#2
And then sin was passed on to Adam’s descendants.

#5
Do you mean that sin erased the image of God in Adam and in us?

#2
Yes, in part.

#1
We say “in part” because some measure of natural understanding of God’s will remains in the heart of all humankind. 

#2
And this proves, St. Paul argues, that even sinful men and women who do not know the Ten Commandments nevertheless have enough natural understanding of God’s will in their hearts that they know when they have crossed the line and betrayed their Creator.

#3
When they have sinned.

#2
Yes, when they have sinned.

#1
By the way, here’s another interesting fact: this natural understanding of God’s will which remains in the heart of all human beings also leads people around the world to create civil laws. These laws protect civilizations against indiscriminate anarchy and runaway sin.

#4
Let’s see if we understand what you have taught us so far about the Third Commandment.

#5
Adam was originally created in the image of God, 

#3
meaning that Adam had complete understanding of God’s will, 

#4
but when Adam and Eve sinned by eating the fruit from the forbidden tree instead of trusting God as they knew they should, 

#3
they lost some of that image.

#2
That’s good!  Go on…

#4
But they still had an inkling of what God wanted them to do and not to do.

#1
An inkling?

#5
Yeah, you know, a sense of what’s right and wrong.

#1
Do you know what we really call that sense of what’s right and wrong – that sense we all possess?

#3
The answer’s probably not “inkling,” is it?

#2
We call it the conscience.

#4
Whoa! … That’s right. 

#5
You guys are really good!

#1
Now it is time for a quiz.

#4
Oh, oh. I think I hear my mother calling me.

#2
Time for a quiz for you.

#5
Oh, I knew that was coming.

#1
Here’s the quiz: did Adam and Eve lose one hundred percent of the image of God when they ate the forbidden fruit?

#3
I know the answer. I know the answer.

#1
We’re happy for you. What is the answer?

#3
Ahem. Adam and Eve lost the image of God only in part. They retained enough of the image of God to distinguish basic right from wrong. 

#5
Wow! Great answer!! That’s really worth an A+!!! (Spoken with great excitement)
#1
And the Nobel Prize, too?

#5
Okay, maybe I did go a little overboard.

#2
See, your conscience is working.

#1
Now let’s go on. To compensate for humankind’s loss of a perfect natural understanding of the will of God, the Lord gave the Ten Commandments! 

#2
The Ten Commandments serve as an external expression of our Heavenly Father’s now-partially-hidden will. 

#1
In contrast to the gospel, the Ten Commandments are referred to as the law of God.

#2
And the law of God is good.

#1
The preeminent function of God’s law is to reveal to an individual the depth of personal sin. 

#3
How would someone my age say that?

#1
Someone your age might say, the most important purpose of God’s law is to act like a mirror, displaying our sin so that we see it for what it really is: sin!

#5
Okay, I get that.

#1
You see, the Ten Commandments may be perfect, but man’s ability to keep the Ten Commandments is woefully imperfect, 

#2
and no one knows that better than the person who considers himself seriously and honestly in the mirror of the Ten Commandments. 

#5
I know that’s true because when I think about the First Commandment, for instance, I know that I have not always depended only on God. Sometimes I let other things distract me into thinking I’m okay on my own.

#1
Now that’s super insight!

#3
Yea!

#1
Another function or purpose of God’s law is “to instruct the regenerate in righteousness.” 

#4
Translation, please.

#2
A good translation of the phrase might be that the Ten Commandments teach the children of God to do what God wants us to do.

#1
Do you play soccer or football?

#3
I play forward on our junior high soccer team.

#5
And I play on the girls’ basketball team.

#2
Okay, the Ten Commandments are a little bit like your soccer or basketball play books. 
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#5
So the Ten Commandments show us where to go and what to do?

#1
That’s exactly right!

#4
If the Ten Commandments are God’s playbook, does that mean that we won’t sin again ever?

#1
Unfortunately it does not mean that because even while the believer is a new spiritual person, he still retains his sinful nature, his inclination to defy the will of his Heavenly Father. 

#2
So as a believer you are two people at once: a saint and a sinner.

#5
Sometimes I feel I am a really big sinner, and sometimes I feel I am not too bad a sinner.

#1
The truth of the matter is that because even the smallest sin is a violation of God’s will, you and I are one hundred percent sinner, but at the same time we are one hundred percent saint because Jesus has paid for all of our sins on the cross.

#4
If it were not for Jesus, all of us would spend eternity in hell, wouldn’t we?

#1
Yes, we would. Even one sin is one too many. 

#2
The Third Commandment calls us to worship and praise God because the Father sent the Son to die on the cross so that we could spend eternity in heaven with Jesus instead of going to hell.

#3
The Third Commandment is really important, isn’t it?

#2
It is, indeed.

#1
If we did not believe in Jesus, the Third Commandment and all of the Commandments would be an indictment against us.

#3
I’ve heard the word “indictment” before, but I’m not sure what it means.

#1
An indictment is a charge against someone for breaking the law. In this case, the indictment is a charge against a person for breaking the law of God. 

#2
But the believer is no longer under the indictment of the Ten Commandments,
#1
because the believer now lives in the full and constant forgiveness of his sin—

#2
sin already punished at Golgotha.

#5
That’s why they call the story of Jesus Good News, right?

#1
Another A+!

#3
I wish I could stop being a sinner.

#2
I wish the same thing, but only in the resurrected life will the taste for sin be completely removed from the child of God.

#1
Then the image of God will be fully restored to all believers, and the Ten Commandments will no longer be needed as a mirror.

#2
Let’s summarize: 

#1
the most important role of the Ten Commandments is directed toward the sinner who has not yet come to see himself in the light of God’s demand for perfect behavior. 

#2
The law fully exposes sin for what it is. The Spirit uses this law to drive a man to his knees in horror and fear for his failure to live up to God’s will. 

#1
This “mirror” function of the law is helpful also to the believer, who, though he possesses the righteousness of Christ, yet retains his sinful nature and therefore benefits from the law’s reminder of his continuing imperfect discipleship. 

#2
Finally, the Ten Commandments are God’s directions to the faithful disciple so that he will know what he must do to live in conformity with God’s will, thereby praising God.

#1
While all of us have a basic natural understanding of God’s will written on our hearts, the Ten Commandments fill in needed detail. The Commandments are the playbook.

#4
This is hard. Let’s see if we have it right. Even though we have been forgiven by Jesus, we are still one hundred percent a sinner in this life – is that right?

#2
Yes, until we are resurrected to be with Jesus in heaven, we remain one hundred percent sinner.

#3
But, we are forgiven sinners, making us saints and sinners at the same time.

#1
Perfect!
#5
Well, since I remain a sinner, how can I ever hope to live a life pleasing to God here on earth?

#4
I have been thinking about the same question. Because Jesus has forgiven me, I would like to live a life that pleases him, but how can a sinner do that?

#1
The two of you have now raised one of the most vital questions in the world. Do you remember that Jesus told his disciples that he is the Vine and they are the branches? 

#3,4,5
Yes.

#2
Jesus promises that the branches will bear good fruit.

#1
But your questions raise the concern about your fruit always being spoiled because in this life you are still sinners. Is that correct? 

#4
Yes. How can we possibly produce good fruit if we are one hundred percent sinners? 

#2
Left on your own there is no possible way you could produce good fruit, but Jesus says your fruit will be good because he is the Vine. That is, he is the Tree, so to speak. Good trees produce good fruit. In other words, Jesus’ goodness flows through you, the branches on the tree, making your fruit good.

#1
St. Paul says, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me.”

#2
To change the illustration a little bit, try thinking of yourself as out-of-tune violins. The only sound you can make is irritating noise. But the Spirit of God picks you up and suddenly music that moves the heart to tears is coming from you.

#1
Do you remember the story of Saul’s conversion on the Road to Damascus?

#5
Oh, I remember. He was knocked down by a very bright light and Jesus spoke to him.

#3
Yeah, and he was blind for awhile afterwards.

#2
Both of you are correct. In fact he had to be led to Damascus by his friends. A few days later he was visited by a disciple named Ananias. 

#1
Initially Ananias did not want to go anywhere near Saul, but God told Ananias that Saul had been chosen by God to be God’s instrument – like a violin!

#4
So you are saying that we have been chosen by God, too? 

#1
Yes, you have been chosen to be God’s instruments.

#5
So will God make beautiful music through us?

#2
That is exactly what God will do. 

#1
Even though you are one hundred percent sinners, you will lead lives pleasing to the Lord because the Lord Himself will make splendid music using you as his instruments. 

#2
St. Paul, God’s beloved instrument, writes in the Letter to the Romans, “You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you.”
#4
I don’t think I have ever thought about this before. It’s pretty cool.
#5
I wonder what kind of music God will make using us as his instruments?

#1
An excellent answer is to be found within the Ten Commandments themselves. You see, the Commandments form an outline of the activities the Christian disciple can expect to be led to perform by Christ and by Christ’s Spirit. 

#2
So, for instance, the two of you can expect to be led by the Spirit to keep the Third Commandment; that is, you will be led to worship the Lord in church and in Sunday School and in your youth group.
#1
Please remember, however, that full delivery from sin will come about only in the final resurrection. 

#2
In the meantime temptations to sin remain, and because we are sinners we fall down over and over again. 

#1
We remain out-of-tune violins, but when Jesus plays us, the music is sweet and pleasing in the ear of the Father.

#3
So sometimes I make screechy sounds?

#1
Yes, when you try to do things on your own.

#4
But other times my music is good?

#2
Yes, when it is Jesus who is playing you as his instrument.

#2
A recent theologian from Germany wrote some amazing words about the great Reformer, Martin Luther. And we quote…

#1
“Luther understands the believer as one who is ‘carried’ by [God. God’s] power acts through [the believer]. … God himself works in our work; so that our work can only be said to be his work.”
#2
The key phrase here is God works in our work.
#5
Is that what we mean when we say that we are God’s instrument, his violin.
#1
Exactly.
#4
So, am I like a puppet or a robot in the hands of God?

#2
No (with a smile in the voice), you actually participate in what God is doing; you experience his life in and through you. A robot or a puppet cannot do that, but you can and do.
#1
You are carried by God! To use St. Paul’s statement again: “It is no longer you who lives, but Christ who lives in you.”

#2
In writing about Galatians, Luther said, “I do indeed live in the flesh, but I do not live on the basis of my own self. The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God. What you now hear me speak proceeds from another source.”
#1
Thus, the individual who has been converted by the Spirit to become a disciple of Jesus remains a reasoning, feeling person who has now been declared righteous in the supreme court of the Almighty, and when this reconciled man exercises his will in keeping with his Redeemer’s will, he does so not as a robot, but as a living person 
#2
who has been moved but not coerced, 
#1
who has been indwelled but not overtaken. 
#2
This is why St. Paul writes in Philippians 2:12-13, 

#1
“Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”
#2
So God makes willing people out of people who are not naturally willing, 

#1
He makes believing people out of people who are not naturally believers

#2
And He makes loving people out of people who are not naturally lovers.

#1
After conversion the believer’s will is not idle but cooperates in all the works that the Holy Spirit does through him.  Ahem, “So it is that after a man is converted and enlightened and his will is renewed, he immediately begins to will that which is good, in so far as he is reborn, and he delights in the law of God according to his inmost self.” 
#2
That’s a quote from Romans, chapter 7, verse 22﻿. 
#5
I have another question: how does God work in me? 

#2
God works through means; that is, God uses his tools to work in the believer.
#3
What tools?

#1
God works through the Word. This includes the Bible and sermons and Sunday School lessons based on the Bible and the Christian hymns that we sing, and God works through the sacraments, baptism and the Lord’s Supper.

#2
As soon as the Holy Spirit has initiated his work in us through the Word and the holy sacraments, the believer begins to cooperate by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
#1
even though believers do so in great weakness. 
#2
But if God should withdraw his gracious hand, 
#1
man could not remain in obedience to God for one moment. 
#2
However, here is an important caution: 

#1
if this is understood as though the converted man cooperates alongside the Holy Spirit, 
#2
the way two horses draw a wagon together, 

#1
such an understanding would be incorrect and the truth of the gospel would be twisted. 
#2
To be correct we should say, the believer is “carried by God.”

#1
So human beings do not contribute anything toward their conversion or their God-pleasing work. 

#2
Rather, man only experiences -- experiences that which God works in him. 

#1
St. Paul holds that regeneration is entirely the work of the Holy Spirit alone.

#2
The Holy Spirit is the craftsman who alone works these things using the preaching and the hearing of his holy Word as his means and instrument, 

#1
and man is the recipient who is made spiritually alive, fully aware of the love of God which has been bestowed upon him by the Spirit,
#2
and pleased to have Christ dwelling in him,
#1
and eager to fulfill his Heavenly Father’s will.
#4
This is complex isn’t it?
#5
And it’s pretty important, too, isn’t it?
#2
Complex and vitally important.

#4
Sometimes my conscience makes me feel guilty because I am not as willing to keep the Lord’s Commandments as I know I should be.

#2
We understand your feelings because we have the same feelings ourselves. 

#1
The Bible says, ﻿“the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want.”
#2
That was from Galatians 5:17.  
#1
Therefore, after God, through the Holy Spirit in Baptism, restores his image in the one baptized, young and older Christians alike must bombard him with prayers.
#2
We must pray that God would preserve faith and his heavenly gifts in the believer and strengthen the believer daily until the resurrection, where healing will be absolute and we will sin no more.

#3
In the meantime, Jesus forgives each one of our failures to comply with our Father’s will.

#2
This is where the Third Commandment fits in. In Exodus 20:8 the Lord God says, Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

#1
Moses clarifies this commandment in Leviticus 23:3 when he writes, There are six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, a day of sacred assembly. You are not to do any work; wherever you live, it is a Sabbath to the LORD. 
#3
Have God’s people always set a day aside?
#2
From the time of Moses until this very day, 

#1
the people of God have set aside one day out of each seven days to worship the Lord God, to hear His Word and thereby to keep this day holy. 
#4
Has the day always been Sunday?

#2
No, in Old Testament times the day was Saturday.

#5
Why was the day changed?

#1
Because Christ rose from the grave on a Sunday, but actually any day of the week could be set aside. The Bible does not prescribe one certain day.
#2
When the children of God gather together to sing His praises, receive His sacraments and study His Word, they keep the Third Commandment. 

#1
It makes perfect sense: only God’s Word can turn that which is unholy or profane into something holy, 

#2
so the hearing of God’s Word is the highest means believers have “to make the Sabbath day holy.” 

#5
Because it is through the means of the Word that Jesus comes to live in me, right?

#1
Right! Unless God himself is our teacher, we cannot study and learn anything pleasing to him and beneficial to us and others.  
#2
Being in God’s presence, 
#1
worshipping him in song and prayer,
#2
hearing his voice in the Word,

#1
and receiving from him forgiveness of our sin in baptism and the Lord’s Supper
#2
are the behaviors God requires and works in his children

#4
even as he demanded that Adam not eat of the forbidden tree.
#2
You have learned well.
#5
I feel like we understand the first three Commandments.

#1
Good, because it is time to conclude the teaching of the first three Commandments.

#2
Okay, I conclude that the Second and Third Commandments point believers back to the First Commandment.

#3
And I conclude that God wants his children to trust him above all else;

#2
And I conclude that his children must respect and protect the name of God;

#4
And we conclude that his children must avoid the trees of temptation in the world today, 

#5
coming instead to Him each week 

#3
to be fed with Word and sacrament

#1
which is in keeping with the Third Commandment.

Additional Learning Activities for the Third Commandment
1. Ask your teacher about the three uses of God’s Commandments. How important is each use? Now divide up into groups of no more than three and try your hand at writing a Group Reading for the uses of God’s law. If you have three groups or more, each group could select a different use of the law as its focus.

2. When a person misses church the first time, the conscience kicks in and makes the person feel guilty. If the individual continues to skip church, the conscience is gradually dulled by the repetition, just as a knife blade is dulled by constant cutting. What do you think the danger of a dulled conscience is?

3. What do you do when your conscience bothers you?

4. In the Group Reading, one of the actors says, “But we know God will forgive us and that He really loves us, right?” Divide up into groups of two to discuss the relationship between asking for forgiveness and changing one’s habits.
5. Do you have liturgies in your church? Do your liturgies provide a guide for worshipping God?

6. If your liturgies are based upon the Psalms and the Psalms were also the foundation of the worship of ancient Israel, does this mean your voices are united with the voices of those who worshipped God twelve centuries ago? Discuss the implications of this.
7. Try your hand at writing a explanation of the phrase simul justus et peccator.
8. God has given you faith and because of your faith, God sees you as righteous. Where did you get that righteousness that God sees? How much righteousness do you have as a forgiven believer?

9. Take a moment to read Acts 9:15. Do you think Paul was honored to be God’s chosen instrument? Are you also God’s chosen instrument? Do you feel honored?

10. In small groups discuss what it means to be “carried by God.”
Intersection
Dr. Buddy Mendez described in considerable detail the search for identity the young adolescent goes through by trying on different personas. Parents need to be the adults when the question of attending worship services arises. Remember, this is what the young adolescent truly wants and it is the only way s/he will discover their identity as a child of God and member of the body of Christ.

Background for the Instructor
God’s Gift: The Eighth Commandment
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
Have you ever thought what it would be like if you were the only person living on the planet? Do you think you would like that? Would you miss your friends? Would you miss conversation with the everyday people who surround you now? In the Sixth Commandment, God taught us about the blessings of marriage, which is the closest friendship you will ever have. In the Eighth Commandment the Lord speaks about how we are to live with our friends and with all people, including those within our immediate families. It is no easy task to get along with everyone!
Many years ago, a British author named William Golding was awarded the Nobel Prize for a fictional story he wrote about a group of twenty or so boys who survived a plane crash but were stranded together on an island. One of the boys was named Jack, and he wanted to be in charge of everything on the island. Another boy, Ralph, was concerned about having a fire constantly burning so that if a ship passed the crew would see the smoke in the daytime or the flames at night and would rescue the boys. Another boy nicknamed “Piggy” wanted to be helpful to Ralph because he agreed that the fire was a good idea. Piggy wore thick glasses that could be used to start the fire. Piggy was also overweight and he had asthma so he could not run or do much work without losing his breath. 

Jack was not interested in the fire and became jealous of the smaller boys looking up to Ralph, but Jack didn’t dare challenge Ralph to his face because Ralph was as large a boy as Jack. Instead, Jack picked on Piggy. He broke Piggy’s glasses and made fun of Piggy’s asthma and weight. Jack also coaxed the smaller boys away from the work of keeping the fire by suggesting hunting and games. Eventually Jack and his hunters attacked Ralph and Piggy, causing the fire to spread across the island. 
Golding ends his story with navy crewmen rescuing the boys after seeing the island ablaze. The naval officers cannot believe how savage the boys have become. Of course, the point of Golding’s story is that the British navy is just a grown-up version of the same war games Jack played.

Throughout Golding’s novel we witness the pain and suffering that comes from young boys not being able to live together in harmony. Lying and angry words destroy friendship among the boys and even lead to the death of one of the boys. Had the remaining boys not been rescued, everyone would have died in the fire. William Golding describes humankind as mean-spirited, jealous and savagely ruthless. Ralph is the exception; he is good natured and seeks the welfare of everyone. Unfortunately, however, Ralph’s goodness is not enough to overcome the evil that is aroused in the other boys by Jack.
Is William Golding’s portrayal of humankind valid? Beginning with the account of Cain killing Abel, story after story in the Bible depicts the brutality of men and women toward people around them. Think about David’s treatment of Uriah.  With the words of the Eighth Commandment, God provides yet one more lesson on how men and women are to live with one another in order to hold sin in check. While the Fifth Commandment demands that people protect each other physically, the Eighth Commandment demands that people protect each other’s reputation. 

\

Jen’s Story

Jen breathed deeply but nervously as she closed the door of her mom’s Corolla, spoke a quick “See ya,” and began the short walk to the front door of St. John’s Junior High School in Portland, Oregon. Jen’s mind was full of just one thing: today was Monday, September 6, and this was the first day of the seventh grade at a brand new school. 

Jen’s dad is a minister and had recently accepted a Call to a congregation in Lincoln over the protests of Jen, her three-year older sister and Jen’s mother. Even Jen’s Schnauzer was eating poorly ever since the family arrived in Lincoln a month ago. In those four weeks since the family finished unpacking in near-complete silence whenever her dad was around, Jen had met no one. Jen didn’t think there was anyone her age in her neighborhood, not a single person younger than one hundred. “Old people,” Jen moaned to Barron Black Bart, the Schnauzer, “the world is full of old people. How about you and me catching a fast freight back to St. Paul?” Bart was unresponsive.

Remembering perfectly the route through the school building the principal had described during an interview last week on Wednesday, Jen walked straight to her classroom and was warmly greeted by Mrs. Henderson, the homeroom teacher and absolutely no one else, although the eyes of what seemed like five thousand boys and girls her age watched her every step. Jen felt flush and knew her face was full of too much color. She sat down and studied the top of her desk as though it were of great interest. “Oh, look, someone made a scratch here!” Jen said in dead silence.

Jennifer Gooding was the picture of a good looking twelve-year old. She was five foot six, one hundred nine pounds and naturally blond. She had a warm, gentle smile, though of course no one in the room had yet seen the smile. On the other hand, every boy in the room had stopped talking when Jen entered, and every girl in the room had noticed the sudden silence of every boy. Mrs. Henderson must have noticed the change in the weather in the room, too, for she took the occasion to introduce herself to the students, although everyone seemed to know Mrs. Henderson except Jen. Later that Monday evening, Jen’s sister would ask how Jen liked her homeroom teacher and Jen would respond with a “She’s okay,” and mean it.

The morning went smoothly enough. The history lesson transitioned into reading and from there into geography, a subject Jen had not studied in a prior grade and felt certain would be even more boring than history. Jen had a love-hate relationship with almost all classes except PE. Every subject in school moved her a step closer to death, but she got straight A’s despite herself. Jen’s parents and her sister knew about her excellent grades, but no one else did. If someone her own age asked about her report cards, Jen always summarized everything with a simple “Average.”

The highlight of the first day had been the announcement concerning cheerleader tryouts. The students that were interested were to report to the gymnasium the next afternoon at 3:10 in gym clothes. No other details had been shared. Jen was excited but told only Bart, and this time Bart seemed excited, too.

In addition to the announcement about cheerleading, the first day had produced two interesting conversations, one with Steve Something-or-other, who asked if Jen had just moved to Lincoln. The two exchanged no more than twenty or so words, but Jen was grateful for the momentary friendship. She knew they would talk again the next day. Girls just know that sort of thing. The other conversation had been with a short brunette nicknamed “Billie” immediately following the announcement about cheerleading tryouts. Billie asked Jen if she would be trying out. Jen had nodded yes and said, “Maybe.” Billie seemed pleased and said, “Me, too.” Jen knew they would talk again tomorrow, too.

The clock above the whiteboard moved even slower on Tuesday than it had on Monday, although Jen had been convinced on Monday that someone had stuffed the clock with chewing gum causing it to move at less than half speed. Just before Jen died in her seat that Tuesday afternoon the closing bell rang, and Jen began breathing for the first time since lunch.

After supper her older sister asked Jen to tell her about the cheerleading tryouts. “Describe every minute,” Alicia had prodded. They were in their shared bedroom and the door was closed. Jen did just that, describing everything that had happened at the gym. In fact, the description was so graphic and so detailed that Alicia knew Jen had made the team, but she asked Jen that question anyway. Jen said she wasn’t at all certain, but her unbidden smile gave her confidence away.

Sure enough, the list of those who had made the cheerleading team was posted on the gym door the following afternoon and Jen’s name was on it. Billie’s name was on the list, too. Some of the other girls who had tried out were standing close by as Jen read the list. Jen knew that a couple of them were from her seventh grade homeroom. The others looked a little older. Jen could hear them talking about someone named Patti who must have been a cheerleader the previous year but had not made the new squad. The girls were obviously upset and didn’t hesitate to let Jen know that with their stares. 

Patti became one of the cheerleaders again exactly one month later, just after Jen’s cheerleading career at St. John’s came to an end. The lies being circulated about her at school were simply more than Jen could endure, even though her mom, dad and sister had urged her to hang tough. She had tried, but it was all too much. By that time Jen left the cheerleading squad, she was falling asleep with tears almost every night. As far as she could tell, she had only one friend at school, Billie. The other kids, Steve included, had either joined in with the rumors or ignored Jen altogether. Mrs. Henderson, the home room teacher, had caught on to what was happening, but she had not been able to stop it. The final blow had been the theft of Jen’s cheerleading outfit. When Jen quit the team, the other girls pleaded successfully with the coach to let Patti take Jen’s place. Immediately after that the girls became nice to Jen in the hallways and classrooms. No one at St. John’s knew better than Jen the meaning of the Eighth Commandment. Some twenty years later, long after many successful and enjoyable experiences in high school and college, the memory of those thirty days in seventh grade could still bring a tear to Jen’s eyes.
Learning Activities for the Eighth Commandment

1. Do you feel sorry for Jen? Why? Were you able to empathize with her?
2. What is the difference between talk and gossip? Gossip has been compared to releasing feathers from a pillow in the wind. What point does this comparison make? Does gossip occur in your school?
3. Why did the other girls on the cheerleading squad create rumors and lies about Jennifer? Why do you think they were successful in driving Jen off the team? Are you able to describe events you have witnessed where gossip has been used as a weapon?
4. What chance did Billie take by being a friend to Jen? Do you admire Billie for what she did? Do you admire the other girls for what they did? 
5. Steve seemed interested in Jen as a friend the first day. Later he backed away. What are some possible reasons for Steve’s change of attitude? Do junior high school students pay more attention than elementary students to what other kids think of them?
6. In small groups, see if you can think of some things that could Jen have done differently. What difference do you think your ideas would have made for Jen? Share with the others.
7. The Eighth Commandment demands that we not lie about our neighbor. Although we have asked this question before, let’s ask it again: who is our neighbor?
8. See if you can find a story in the newspaper or a weekly news magazine such as Time or Newsweek that describes false testimony by a man or woman against someone else. What was the outcome of the false testimony?
9. Pretend you are a reporter for your school newspaper and that you have the assignment to write a story about one of the players on the basketball team. You decide to interview the coach, who tells you only complimentary things about the player but nothing negative. Would the coach have broken the Eighth Commandment? Why or why not?
10. So here’s a challenge: if you know something that is true about a person but revealing what you know would hurt the person’s reputation, are you keeping or breaking the Eighth Commandment if you remain silent?
11. The Eighth Commandment demands that you not only speak truth about our neighbor that serves to build his/her reputation, but also speak the truth to our neighbor. Divide up into small groups and devise a story outline for a movie about speaking difficult truth to one’s neighbor. See which group comes up with the best outline for a movie script.
12. What is your answer to this dilemma: John, a high school sophomore, knows that Zach has drugs in his locker. John decides not to tell any of the teachers because he worries that would be revealing the secrets of a neighbor and breaking the Eighth Commandment. Is John right? This is not an easy question.
13. The Eighth Commandment means that we should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way. Which of these did the girls at Jen’s school break? If the girls on the cheerleading team had obeyed the Eighth Commandment, what would have happened?
14. St. Paul defended the Eighth Commandment when he wrote to the Corinthians, saying, 
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;  it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things 
(1 Corinthians 13:4-7). 
Do you have friends who treat you this way? Do you treat them the same way in return?
INTERSECTION: For the youngest of early adolescents, the family is still the most important “group” in his/her life, but as early adolescents age, their priority begins to shift to their friends at school and church, their peer group. As this transition occurs, the early adolescent will benefit from coaching on how to behave not only well but also successfully within the peer group. Even though adolescents may express boredom with such coaching, they will appreciate it. Remember, too, all adolescents want adults to remain authentic. 

The Teachings of the Apostles Creed

The Third Article
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The focus of the Apostles Creed now turns to the person and work of the Holy Spirit. He is the member of the Trinity about whom most folks know the least. The Holy Spirit is the one who calls people to faith and forms them into the Church. He sanctifies all believers, including you. Sanctify is a “churchy” kind of word that means “to set aside for holy use.” The Holy Spirit sets people aside for holy use by the Father. This is what is meant when it is said that God carries His children; He uses believers as His instruments for holy purposes. The Third Article of the Apostles Creed also points to the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body on the Last Day, and eternal life! Let’s start with the Holy Spirit’s call to faith. Please watch the media presentation.
Learning Activities for the Third Article 

of the Apostles Creed

Time Out for Teachers

CUEnet began teaching theology to church workers seeking LCMS roster status through the colloquy program in February, 2001. The single most challenging doctrine these folks struggle to absorb is the doctrine of election. Inasmuch as one cannot truly comprehend the Third Articles of the Apostles or Nicene Creeds apart from understanding the doctrine of election, time is taken here to review this critical teaching from the Scriptures.

In his first words of explanation for the Third Article of the Apostles Creed, Luther writes, “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him, but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel….” In pragmatic terms, how does this work itself out? Some Christians believe the idea that God determined before the creation of the universe the eternal destination of each person to the end that the actions of people in time follow according to God's choice before time began. A contrasting Christian view maintains that while God is completely sovereign over all things, He chose to give each individual free will, wherein each person can decide to accept or reject the Holy Spirit's offer of salvation and hence God's actions and determinations follow according to man's choice. As strange as it may seem to read these next words, the fact of the matter is that the Bible does not teach either one of these two ideas as they are here expressed. What the Bible does teach with surprising clarity is humankind’s responsibility for sin. Humankind chose once in time to rebel against God. The death and eternal damnation which followed can only be traced back to this human act of rebellion. The biblical doctrine of election teaches that out of all who have inherited Adam’s guilt and corruption, God has elected some to be rescued for eternal life. These the Spirit calls by the gospel in time. God made His choice not on the basis of any merit foreseen within an individual; rather, God acted before the creation of the universe purely out of His grace for Christ’s sake alone.
St. Paul most clearly addresses God’s electing act in the first verses of his letter to the congregation in Ephesus, which read as follows from the ESV:

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love He predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 

Consider other critical passages:

In Matthew 22:14 Jesus says, “For many are called, but few are chosen.”
In John 15:16 Jesus says, “You did not choose me, but I chose you….”
Luke writes in Acts 13:48 “And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed.”
Paul writes in his first letter to the Thessalonians, 1:4  “For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction.”
Again Paul writes in his second letter to the Thessalonians, 2:13 “But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.”
Paul writes to the Church in Rome, 8:38-39   “For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.”
As if concluding the point, Paul writes to the Romans, portions of 9:10-18 “…when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls— she was told, ‘The older will serve the younger.’ As it is written, ‘Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.’ What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God…. So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.”
With such clear testimony from the Bible, one must wonder where the Christian Church ever got the idea that human beings had the capacity to choose on their own to believe in God! The problem is humankind’s lingering desire to usurp God’s place. 
Let’s take a moment to view briefly the four most popular interpretations of divine election being taught today. Briefly described, the most common views espoused by Christian denominations today fall into four categories:
1. The Reformed Churches (e.g., Presbyterian, Dutch Reformed, Anglican, Episcopal) teach double predestination; that is, that God before time determined on the basis of His sovereignty alone which individuals would be saved and which individuals would be damned. The first part of this teaching is drawn from the Bible; the second part is drawn from reason.
2. The Roman Catholic Church teaches that man has free will not only in matters of common human life, but also as regards matters of the spirit. Man may choose to believe. This being said, the Roman Church also teaches that God dispenses a prevenient grace which serves to quicken within sinful humans a desire to seek justification for themselves and thus leads in time to faith. The human decision to go along with God’s aid is viewed as a synergism; that is, an interaction of discrete agents (God and man) producing the effect of faith. Yet, the fact of God’s initial election and the completion of God’s election are perfected in the works of the believer. 
3. The Arminian Churches (e.g., Methodist, Free Will Baptist, Pentecostals, Nazarene, Amish, Mennonite) teach that God permits each human being to decide whether to believe or not to believe. From the Arminian point of view, God’s election before the creation of the universe was based upon His foreknowledge of each person’s decision in time. Therefore, election is regarded as conditional with faith producing election.
4. The Lutheran Church correctly teaches that God elected in eternity those whom He would save based not on anything seen or anticipated in them or accomplished in time by them; rather, God’s sovereign election is based solely on grace in response to Christ’s death and resurrection. According to this view, election produces faith. Simultaneously, Lutherans teach that it is not God who is accountable for man’s rebellion and damnation, but humankind itself. Responsibility falls nowhere else but to Adam, Eve and their generations of children, including all who live this day. Lutheran arguments are applied not only against Roman Catholic teaching but also against the Arminian and Reformed views. 
Thus the major Christian denominations will draw differing inferences from these final two quotations:

John 6:44, “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him.” 

John 15:5, “…apart from me you can do nothing.”
Instructors may do well to understand these verses from each of the four Christian perspectives, for in so doing one may come to a full appreciation of the doctrine of election.

Final notes
While the doctrine of election is crucial to a correct understanding of the relationship between the Creator and His created human being, study of the doctrine can shake the faith of a young person, leading to questions regarding assurance of salvation. Therefore, it is essential from the beginning to teach clearly the fact that faith is living proof of election. That is to say in other words, election produces faith; faith does not produce election. If faith exists, then election preceded it.
Additionally, learners struggle with the tension between God’s election of some and the pronouncement of Paul in his first letter to Timothy that God “…desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.” Both concepts are true and valid because both statements come from the Bible. The fact of the matter is that this tension is not resolved in the Bible, nor should an attempt be made to resolve this tension by use of human reason. Rather, we must live with the tension, waiting to know more of God’s mind and heart when we are in His presence.
1. One of the most popular notions in American Christianity is that of the individual being able “to make a decision for Christ,” most often referred to as an altar call. Let’s pretend that all of you form a committee whose task it is to determine whether this popular American notion is correct or incorrect. Several people are being called upon to offer ideas. Please regard this as the single most challenging exercise to date.
A. The first speaker is B.G., one of America’s best known evangelists. He testifies that he used altar calls throughout his many years of ministry—especially in his huge, nationally televised crusades—because he saw so many people come to Jesus that way. 
B. The second speaker is W.P. The committee asks him to describe the history of the altar call. W.P. testifies, “The altar call system, deemed by many today to be so essential to evangelism, was introduced in Christian Churches in the 19th century.”

C. F.C. is the third speaker. His testimony is given with great confidence. He says, “Look at Joshua 24, verse 15. Right there it says, ‘Choose this day whom you will serve.’ This verse proves that altar calls are biblical and therefore correct.” Later the committee is provided with the full quotation, which reads, “And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
D. The fourth speaker is L.J., a practicing minister in a Baptist congregation. This is his testimony: “So firmly entrenched has the altar call become in our modern churches that I have had people ask me on several occasions, ‘How can people be saved if you don’t give an invitation?’ Preachers who do not give altar calls are often criticized as not being evangelistic. … I used the altar call myself before finally seeing its inconsistency with God’s grace. Just consider these few words from John 15:16 ‘You did not choose me, but I chose you’”
E. R.T. is the fifth speaker. He quotes 1 Timothy 2:4, which states that God wants all people to be saved. “Therefore,” R.T. argues, “the altar call is essential.”
F. The next speaker is V.S. She suggests that the jury closely examine Acts 13:48. The committee will want to study this passage, which says, “And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed.”
G. D.W. is the last speaker. He says he is not sure whether altar calls are correct or incorrect, but he does ask the committee to consider these words from Jesus recorded in Matthew, chapter 22, verse 14:  “Many are called, but few are chosen.”

Take time to argue your way through each speaker’s idea. When you are finished, make a ruling. Is the altar call biblically supported or not?
2. In the media presentation, Dani, a student from the state of Hawaii, seems surprised to learn that she cannot make a decision on her own to become a disciple of Jesus. Are you surprised to learn this, too?

3. In the sixteenth chapter of Matthew we find a story about Jesus and His disciples (verses 13-20). Jesus asks a critical question. When Peter finally answers the question correctly, Jesus tells all of the disciples where Peter got the right answer. Where was that? Is God always the initiator of relationship between Himself and humankind?
4. Near the end of the media presentation, Toshio asks a question, “Did God choose everyone, but some of the people turn their backs on Him and say, ‘No thanks’?” Toshio’s question is not an easy one to answer, and quite a few folks get the answer wrong. Please talk this matter though with your instructor and while doing so, consider these facts:
A. From the beginning until the end, the Bible makes it clear that God is a chooser; He makes choices.

B. In the Old Testament, God did not choose every nation to be His special people. Instead, God chose just one nation, Israel. Later the gospel is preached to everyone, but in the beginning, God chose Israel to be His people. God makes choices.
C. In the New Testament, God chose just twelve disciples even though far more people followed Him regularly and believed in Him. God makes choices.
D. Here are five important lessons for you to memorize:

1) To the people God has chosen for salvation the Holy Spirit gives the gift of faith.

2) Your faith in Jesus is proof to you that you have been chosen by God.

3) God never “unchooses” someone; that is, God never changes His mind about a choice He has made.

4) Before a person comes to faith, no one can know if this person has been chosen by God or not. Remember how the thief on the cross surprisingly came to faith in the last hours of his life!
5) Because the Holy Spirit works faith through the hearing of God’s Word and because we cannot know in advance who has been chosen, we must proclaim the story of Jesus to everyone.

5. In small groups of no more than three, see if you can come up with good answers to these questions. Be ready to share your answers with the whole group.
A. To grow plants, God gives rain, snow and sunshine. What does God give to grow your faith in Him? Try to think of more than one thing.
B. What does the Holy Spirit do with a person once He brings the person to faith? (Hint: the media presentation had one answer, but there can be more than one correct response.)

6. Discuss this truth among your group: when the Holy Spirit works through means (such as the preaching of the Word), He can be resisted. Examples abound in the New Testament. However, when God works without means, He cannot be resisted. Please work as a group to list instances of the Spirit being resisted and instances of humans trying unsuccessfully to resist God. Please do not hesitate to list instances from your own experience.
7. Working in groups of two or three, identify mysteries about God that cannot be resolved this side of eternity. An example is the concept of the Trinity.
8. How does God use words? Take yourself back to the creation of the universe. How did God use words there? Now read together Mark 5:21-42. To what effect does Jesus use words in this account? How is God using words in your congregation today?

9. Working in pairs, write an answer to these two questions for sharing with the larger group: what is the law of God? What is the gospel of God? Now add these two questions to your work: To what end does the Holy Spirit use the law of God? To what end does the Holy Spirit use the gospel of God?
10. Listen especially carefully to your pastor’s sermon next Sunday. Did your pastor preach both law and gospel? Are you able to cite examples from his sermon?
11. What point is St. Paul making in 1 Corinthians 12:3? Are you able to explain Paul’s words?
12. You have learned that God carries each believer, working through the believer to produce good works. Talking together as a whole group, try listing good works that God has done through you this past week. Then see if you are able to write a definition of a good work. Test your definition against this one:

A good work is everything that a child of God does, speaks, or thinks for the glory of God and for the benefit of one’s neighbor.

13. Sometimes Christians want to know what kind of good works God will use them to do. The Bible provides a list of ten things believers can expect God to do through them. What is the name of this list?
14. Following is a description of the activities of the Holy Spirit. Working in groups of three or five, arrange the sentences in the right order. Once again this is a challenge.
(A)  The Spirit performs good works using the believer as His instrument.

(B)  The Spirit preserves the believer in faith unto eternal life.

(C)  The Spirit leads sinners to fear God’s wrath toward sin.

(D)  The Spirit gives sinners the gift of faith by which sinners hold on to forgiveness and are now known as true believers.

(E)  The Spirit leads sinners to feel sorry for their sins.

(F)  The Spirit offers to sinners the forgiveness won by Christ on the cross.

(G)  The Spirit confronts sinners with the law of God to identify sin in their lives.

(H)  The Spirit renews the mind of the believer to want to obey God’s will instead of Satan’s will.

(I) The Spirit leads sinners to want nothing to do with their sins ever again.

(J) The Spirit provides God’s Word, baptism and the Lord’s Supper to nurture the believer’s faith to grow strong.
Suggested Key: G, C, E, I, F, D, H, A, J, B
15. Think about this: the Holy Spirit gives gifts to the Church, including especially faith in Jesus and the promise of heaven. Now think about the fact that you are one of the gifts that the Spirit is giving to His Church today! As His instrument, you will be used by the Holy Spirit to bless believers around you in your world.
16. Take a look at 1 Peter 1:3-7. Working in small groups, make a list of the points being made by St. Peter in these verses. Why would the Spirit’s act of preserving believers in faith be especially meaningful to Peter?

17. Are you able to see into the heart of other people? Since the answer to this question is obviously no, for how many people on earth can you be absolutely certain that they have faith? 

18. Here are three definitions for you to memorize:

A. The word “church” refers to all people, regardless of when or where they lived, who actually possess(ed) true faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Sometimes this is referred to as the invisible church or the hidden church. Are you able to explain why the terms “invisible” and/or “hidden” are appropriate?
B. The invisible church is also known as “the holy Christian church” and “the communion of saints.”

C. The word “church” refers to those people who say they have faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and who gather together in a particular place to worship Him. This use of the word may refer to a single congregation or to an entire denomination, such as all Lutherans or a segment of Lutherans. At times the word “church” is even used to refer to a place where true worship occurs, a building. When used in these ways, the term can be said to refer to the “visible” or “revealed” church. Would it be fair to say that you cannot know with certainty if anyone who attends a visible church has true faith other than yourself? Why or why not?
D. Working in pairs, write a response to this question: in what respect is the invisible church holy? 

E. Are you and Moses and David and Peter and Paul all members of “the communion of saints”?

19. Working on your own, see how many answers you are able to write down to this question: what does the Holy Spirit want to do with each true believer in the Church?
20. Try this little True-False quiz and be very careful:
___
The Spirit and believer work together as partners to accomplish God’s will.

___
The Spirit must provide 100 percent of the power in order for the believer to accomplish God’s will because the believer remains 100 percent a sinner.

___
A gymnasium could not accurately be referred to as an example of the visible church even if true believers worshipped in that gymnasium.
21. As a group, please respond to this question: in addition to the presence of at least one true believer, what else must be present in a true church? Choose from among these variables:
A. The Word of God

B. The Lord’s Supper

C. Baptism

D. Hymns based on the Word of God

E. Guitars

F. Robes for the pastor(s)

G. Ushers and Greeters

H. Prayers

I. Singing

J. Sacrificial giving
22. Please answer the question found at the end of this line of argument:

1) Only true believers are members of the invisible church.

2) You are a true believer.

3) Therefore, you are a member of the invisible church.
Is this line of argument logical and correct?

23. Here is another one:

1) The invisible church is the communion of saints.

2) You are a member of the invisible church.

3) Therefore, you are a member of the communion of saints.

Is this argument logical and correct?

24. Here is another one to test your skill:

1) The invisible church is hidden within the visible church only if within the visible church there is at least one true believer in the Christ of the Bible.

2) Dani knows she truly believes in Jesus Christ and she is a member of St. Mark’s Church.

3) Therefore, Dani is sure the invisible church lies within St. Mark’s Church.

Is Dani’s conclusion fair?

25. Please answer the question found at the end of this line of argument:
1) The Spirit always uses believers to express God’s Word to unbelievers.
2) You are a believer.
3) Therefore, the Spirit will use you to express God’s Word to unbelievers.
Is this line of argument faithful to the Great Commission (Matt.28:19-20)?

26. Let’s try one more:

1) The invisible church is hidden within the visible church only if within the visible church there is at least one true believer in the Christ of the Bible.

2) No true Mormon believes in the Christ of the Bible.

3) Therefore, the invisible church does not lie within a Mormon congregation if all members of that Mormon congregation are true Mormons.

Since we know the first and second statements to be true, is the third statement fair?
27. Here is a final line of argument: See if you agree with it.
1) A visible church is a true visible church if within it the Word of God is faithfully preached and the sacraments are administered in keeping with Christ’s command.

2) If St. John’s Church administers the Lord’s Supper and baptism in keeping with Christ’s command and preaches the word faithfully,

3) then St. John’s Church would be a true visible church even though it is of a different denomination that yours.

28. Sometimes people wonder if only members of their own denomination will be in heaven. The answer is that anyone who clings to the Lord Jesus Christ as his or her personal Savior will be in heaven regardless of the denomination the person belonged to on earth.

29. Here is a game that is not meant to be taken too seriously, but it will provide a little bit of fun. It is called CHURCH SEARCH. You are about to see twenty images of church buildings. Each image will be visible for ten seconds. You are to guess which of the following five denominations each image belongs to. Then you will have five seconds in which to mark your best guess at the correct response. It could happen that you will not get a single one right. On the other hand you could turn out to be lucky! Having divided up into two or more teams before the media presentation begins, add together all of the points earned by each of the teams at the end of the game to determine the winner.
These are the five Christian denominations in the game:

Baptist     Catholic     Lutheran      Presbyterian     
Orthodox
Here is the type of picture you will see during the game. Do you think this is a picture of a Baptist church or is it Catholic or Lutheran or Methodist or maybe even an Orthodox church? If you guessed Catholic, you were right. So you would mark a C. This is how the game is played. Each correct guess earns one point. The team with the most points wins. Have fun!

   

1. ____
This church building is in New Zealand

2. ____
This church building is in New Mexico

3. ____
This church building is in Sweden

4. ____
This church building is in Florida

5. ____
This church building is in Estonia

6. ____
This church building is in Bulgaria

7. ____
This church building is in Scotland

8. ____
This church building is in California

9. ____
This church building is in Mississippi

10. ____
This church building is in South Dakota

11. ____
This church building is in Pasadena

12. ____
This church building is in Charleston

13. ____
This church building is in Nazareth

14. ____
This church building is in New York City

15. ____
This church building is in Ireland

16. ____
This church building is in Missouri

17. ____
This church building is in Turkey

18. ____
This church building is in Arizona

19. ____
This church building is in Norway

20. ____
This church building is in Rome 

Key: 
1-Catholic


11-Baptist

2-Presbyterian


12-Lutheran

3-Lutheran


13-Eastern Orthodox

4-Baptist


14-Presbyterian

5-Eastern Orthodox

15-Catholic

6-Eastern Orthodox

16-Baptist

7-Presbyterian


17-Eastern Orthodox


8-Catholic


18-Presbyterian

9-Baptist


19-Lutheran

             10-Lutheran


20-Catholic

30. So far you have discussed the fact that within the Apostles Creed believers declare that they believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church and the communion of saints. The next thing believers confess in the Creed is belief in the forgiveness of sins. Is it important to you to know that God forgives your sins? 
A. Read Acts 13:38 together.

B. Who is “this man” in the passage?

C. Did Jesus die on the cross for everyone? (See 2 Corinthians 5:18-19)

D. On what basis is Paul able to write what he does in 2 Cor. 5:17?

E. So just how important is the cross?
31. What is required of you to receive forgiveness of your sins? Divide up into groups of three to write a definition of repentance.

32. What more is required of you to receive forgiveness of your sins? In new groups of three write a statement which explains this truth: faith is absolute trust in God.

33. Do you think a sinner must be repentant and then trust God’s promise of forgiveness? If you do, you are correct.

34. Earlier in Images of Faith you spent a little time thinking about your pastor’s authority to forgive sins. This is a challenging concept which sometimes confuses people. Some folks feel it is presumptuous or rash of the pastor to say, “I forgive you your sins” during a Sunday morning service. But is it really presumptuous?

A. Read Matthew 16:19 out loud together.

B. Read John 20:23 out loud together.

C. If someone were to ask you where your pastor gets the authority to say, “I forgive you your sins,” what would you say in response?

35. Here is a brief little prayer to memorize: Dear God, please have mercy on me and apply what Christ earned on the cross to me, forgiving me my sin. When believers pray such a prayer, they are speaking to the Holy Spirit.

36. Please listen to a story about surprising forgiveness.


“Nothing Quite as Sweet”

Jacob’s fingers rested on his keyboard as an uninvited memory from his childhood presented itself for consideration on this Friday morning as it had so many other times over the years since the incident occurred fifty-eight years ago.
The whole mess happened on the second day of March, a Saturday. Jacob had been confronted outside Payless drug store by the store owner while Jacob’s best friend and accomplice, Andrew, was already half a block down the street on his bike and not about to turn back. The pharmacist stepped directly in front of Jacob’s bike just as he was about to ride off. Jacob knew in an instant that he was in big trouble and he was right. 
“Stealing a pack of cigarettes should be easy,” Jacob had said to Andrew the week before, and Andrew had agreed it should be easy. “Look,” Jacob had said, “You keep the guy behind the counter busy paying for a candy bar while I slip a pack of cigarettes into my pocket. What could be easier?” Andrew had suggested that the two of them use their bikes so they could put distance between themselves and the drug store as fast as possible. 
Andrew had also said, “I think we should head out in opposite directions and meet at your house later.” 

So the plan was set. Jacob’s parents had talked it over with Andrew’s parents and all had agreed that Andrew could spend the night at Jacob’s house, so the two boys figured they would have time to smoke a couple of cigarettes in the abandoned chicken coop in back of Jacob’s parents’ property before washing up for supper and cleaning their breath by placing a small strip of toothpaste on their tongues and then swishing it around in their mouths. They were confident this part of the plan would work because they had done it before and had never been caught. But getting whole cigarettes was next to impossible. In fact, Jacob was recalling now as he sat before his computer, on only one previous occasion had he smoked a whole cigarette. Usually all he and Andrew could hope for were long cigarette butts. Fifty-eight years ago smoking was cool. The thought made Jacob cringe now.
The store owner marched Jacob back into the store and up some stairs to his office on the second floor. Jacob was told to sit down, and he did so while doing his best to hold back tears. The store owner lifted the receiver of his telephone announcing that he was calling the police. Then his hand hesitated midway to the old rotary dial. “Do your parents know you smoke?” he asked. Jacob remembered the man looking angry. 

“No,” Jacob said, his voice quavering amidst choked sobs.

“Should I call the police or your parents?” the drug store owner asked. 
“Neither one,” Jacob begged. “If you let me go, I promise I won’t ever do this again.” It sounded good to Jacob, but it didn’t work.

“Just how old are you, young man?” the drug store owner asked. 

“Twelve,” Jacob said.

“What is your telephone number at home?” the man demanded. “I’ll phone your parents first and then we’ll see about the police.”
It took twenty minutes before Jacob’s mother and step-father drove the family Chevy downtown and climbed the stairs at the rear of the drugstore, enough time for Jacob’s fear to mushroom. The owner of the drug story had been silent the entire time since the phone call. When his parents arrived, they spoke with the owner in whispers in the far corner of the drug store office while Jacob prepared for the worst by silently praying one heart-felt prayer after another. He began by asking God for a miracle and ended by telling Him he was sorry.

When the adults were finished with their whispered conversation, Jacob was surprised that his step-father merely pointed him toward the door, and the little family descended the stairs and walked out to the curb to get in the Chevy. Jacob slid into the back seat. He was silent and his chin rested on his chest.
Jacob’s mom wiped tears from her own eyes now as she softly asked Jacob’s step-father what they should do. “What punishment do you think Jacob deserves?”  the boy heard his mom ask. Rather than answer immediately, Jacob’s step-father looked up into the rear view mirror where his eyes met Jacob’s. 

Jacob saw his step-dad’s arm reach out toward his mother, and although Jacob could not see through the back of the front seat, he imagined his step-dad’s hand touching his mother’s hand. “Anne,” Jacob’s step-father said in a soft, fully-controlled voice, “I don’t think any punishment is necessary. As serious as this is,” he went on, “I think Jacob has learned his lesson.” He didn’t even ask Jacob if he was right. He simply started the car and drove his adopted family home. Jacob was stunned by the love.
To this day Jacob has never experienced a finer illustration of the uncompromised forgiveness offered in Christ than that moment in the Chevy at the curb in front of the Payless drug store fifty-eight years ago.
37. It’s always fun to guess what goes into an author’s choice of title for a story. Why do you think this author chose the title “Nothing Quite as Sweet”?

38. Read these words together from Ephesians, chapter 1:
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

Did you notice the word “adoption”? The Bible declares that you have been adopted as a son or daughter of the Lord. Do you see any connection between God’s adoption of you and the story about Jacob? In what way was Jacob’s step-father’s forgiveness similar to the forgiveness Christ offers to you? In what way was it not the same?

39. There is an interesting little story told by Jesus and recorded in Matthew 18, beginning with verse 23.  Read it and compare it to the story about Jacob. Was Jacob’s step father similar to the king in verse 27 or similar to the servant in verse 30? What principles or guidelines do you follow in offering forgiveness to other students at school or to members of your family? Have you ever encountered someone who didn’t want forgiveness? What did you do?
40. In Romans, chapter seven, verses 15 and 19, St. Paul makes a startling confession about himself. Working with a partner, try to figure out why Paul is having so much trouble with his Christian life. Be ready to share your deduction with the other members in your study group.
41. What happened when Eve gave Adam the piece of fruit and the two of them ate from the forbidden tree?  
A. Were Adam and Eve permitted to stay in the Garden of Eden? Why or why not?

B. Did daily life change for Adam and Eve? In what ways?

C. What happened to Adam’s nature? Look at Psalm 51:5.

42. Working with a partner, decide if each of these four statements is true or false:
A. Most little children do not have any sin until they are around five years of age.

B. All children are born with sin.

C. Even though all children are born with sin, God forgives our sin.

D. The sin we are born with is just as bad as the sins we commit.

43. Please create a list of your characteristics which are like the characteristics of one or both of your parents. Do you have the same shape to your eyes or the same color? Is your skin tone similar? Is your laugh the same? Why are there so many similarities? Do you walk or move your hands similarly?
44. Height and hair color are not the only characteristics humans inherit from each other. We also inherit a sinful nature. Look again at Psalm 51:5. This sinful nature causes us to commit actual sins. Working in small groups, please make a list of those ways in which you, as a believer, seek assurance of the forgiveness of your actual sins. Then try answering this question: where do people receive forgiveness for the sinful nature they inherit from the sin Adam and Eve committed. (Hint: the answer has 7 letters in the word.)
45. Previously you learned about justification, a most challenging term. Here are some statements for you to memorize about justification:
A. To be justified by God means to be forgiven all sins.

B. The believer’s justification is made possible by Christ’s death on the cross.

C. The believer’s faith is the hand by which s/he takes hold of the justification earned by Christ on the cross.

D. The Holy Spirit brings faith to the believer’s heart, using the Word and the sacraments.

46. Okay, now comes a difficult concept to understand: even though the believer has been baptized to receive forgiveness for the guilt which the believer inherited for Adam’s sin, and even though the believer has received assurance of forgiveness for his/her actual sins through the Word of God (and through the Lord’s Supper for those eligible to receive it), nevertheless the sinful nature all humans inherited from their parents—and they from their parents back to Adam and Eve—still remains.
47. So, you are one-hundred percent a sinner because of the sinful nature you inherited from Adam, and you are one-hundred percent saint because God has forgiven you.

48. Please write and be prepared to share a brief paragraph in which you respond to this question: how important is the cross of Christ?

49. The Third Article of the Apostles Creed closes with a declaration of belief in the resurrection of the body. Read together Matthew 28:16-17. “Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted.” Who is it that doubts Jesus’ resurrection? Is it people who do not know Jesus very well, or is it some of His eleven disciples? (By the way, why does the Bible say eleven instead of twelve disciples?) 
50. Please read together Luke 24:41-43 says, “And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ They gave him a piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate before them.” What does this passage reveal about the resurrected body? Remember, because Jesus was and is true man, His resurrected body is the same as our resurrected body will be. By the way, have you ever been so excited that you said, “I just can’t believe it”? That’s disbelieving for joy. Are you able to understand why the disciples were so surprised and excited?
51. Let’s learn more about our future resurrected body. Please read together John 20:19 -- “On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’” What is Jesus’ body able to do that your present body cannot do? Is this cool or what?!
52. Where will believers be during eternal life? Where will unbelievers be during eternal life? Read together Daniel 21:2 “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” Now read these words from Philippians 3:18-21 “For many…walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.” Not everyone will be in heaven with God; some will be in hell. Read together Matthew 25:41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. ….’” By the way, what did the passage from Philippians say about the resurrected bodies we will have?

The Lord’s Prayer
Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer

Are you familiar with the word “pompous”?  The online Merriam-Webster dictionary describes pompous as being “excessively elevated and exhibiting self-importance.”  The online thesaurus (a book of synonyms; that is, a book of words that mean almost the same thing) lists bombastic, conceited and pretentious as signifying the same meaning as pompous. During His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus took time to speak about prayer. He began by describing the pompous hypocrites who, Jesus says, “love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others.” Evidently these hypocrites were conceited and liked to appear self-righteous. But God does not approve of such behavior. Instead, Jesus says, “… when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.” Then Jesus goes on to teach people what to say to their Heavenly Father. Warning against using many empty words, Jesus says, “Pray like this:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.”
Do you pray this prayer that Jesus taught his disciples? When you do, are there some closing words you pray that are not recorded in the oldest manuscripts of Matthew 6 or Luke 11?  The closing words are called the doxology to the Lord’s Prayer. A doxology is a song of praise. The earliest manuscripts of the New Testament do not include the words “For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.” Of course, the little word “Amen” does not appear in Matthew or Luke, either. Perhaps an explanation is in order.
Prayers written and spoken centuries ago almost always ended with a doxology. So, it is not surprising that the Lord’s Prayer would have been given a doxology—that is, words of praise to God at the end of the prayer to Him. Furthermore, it is quite likely that the doxology you recite today originally came from the words of King David as recorded in the Old Testament (1 Chronicles 29:10-13). Let’s read what David said,
“Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of Israel our father, forever and ever. Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to make great and to give strength to all. And now we thank you, our God, and praise your glorious name.

Each of the words you pray at the close of the Lord’s Prayer is found in this doxology prayed by David and recorded in 1 Chronicles. The little word “Amen” means “Let it be so.”

Jesus lived a busy life. His days were filled with preaching and teaching and healing and caring for those in need.  And walking, walking, walking. Every place He traveled, He had to go by foot. Yet, in the midst of such a whirlwind life, Jesus took time to pray to His Father. In this way, Jesus remained in constant contact with His Father’s will for His ministry on earth. The four Gospels mention the words pray, prayer and praying 46 times. Here are the highlights of Jesus’ teaching about prayer:
1. Pray in private. (Matthew 6:6; Mark 1:35; Luke 5:16; 6:12; 9:18)

2. Pray with other believers. (Luke 9:28)

3. Pray for other believers. (Luke 22:32; John 17:9)

4. Pray for your enemies. (Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:28)

5. Pray in humility. (Luke 18:10-14)

6. Pray in simple, straight-forward words. (Matthew 6:7)

7. Pray in every circumstance. (Luke 18:1)

8. Pray only when you have forgiven all others. (Mark 11:25)

9. Pray that you do not fall into temptation. (Matthew 26:41; Mark 14:38; Luke 22:40)
10. Examples of Jesus in prayer (Matthew 14:23; 19:13; 26:39; 26:42; Mark 1:35; 6:46; 14:35; 14:39; Luke 3:21; 22:32; 22:40; 22:44; John 17:1; 17:9ff)
In our busy world, time for prayer may seem like a luxury, but prayer is essential to your relationship with God and God’s relationship with you. God works through words. When He created the universe, he spoke it into existence. And God called Jesus the Word in the first verses of the Gospel of John. Jesus’ disciples saw their Master in prayer and wanted to learn the best way to pray to God (Luke 11). They asked Jesus to teach them. It was then that Jesus taught them the perfect prayer, the prayer we call the Lord’s Prayer. Do you speak this prayer to God every day?
Learning Activities for the Lord’s Prayer

1. Please watch the first media presentation on The Lord’s Prayer, entitled Part I.
2. How old were you when you first memorized the Lord’s Prayer? Did one of your parents teach it to you the same way Jorge taught the prayer to Ramon?

3. At first Brandon thinks the words of the Lord’s Prayer are easy to understand. He refers to the words as “obvious.”  Has this always been your feeling, as well? Do the words of this little prayer seem obvious to you, too?
4. Tim is the first student to ask a question about the wording of the Lord’s Prayer, and his question concerns one of the smallest words in the entire prayer: the word “our.” When you think about it, the use of the word “my” would have been quite natural, inasmuch as it is Tim or you alone who prays the Lord’s Prayer before going to sleep. Obviously, Jesus wanted the word He chose to convey more than individual ownership. Had Jesus’ disciples ever attended a New Testament church? When did the New Testament congregations begin?

5.  How large is your church? The answer to the question depends on whether reference is being made to your physical congregation in the town where you live or whether reference is being made to the whole Christian church throughout the world, the Church catholic (universal). What understanding did Jesus convey in His choice of the word “our”? Does the phrase “communion of saints” point to the Church catholic? Are you a member of the communion of saints? Are you a member of the Church catholic?
6. Do you pray the Lord’s Prayer in worship at your church? In this setting the word “our” makes perfect sense. So Jesus wants Tim and you to understand the Lord’s Prayer as belonging to each local gathering of people in worship and also to the entire communion of saints throughout the world. Try writing a sentence in which you explain the “communion of saints.”

7. Divide up into groups of three or four and read aloud together 1 Corinthians 12:12-26. Discuss why you think St. Paul is writing about parts of the human body. Write your thoughts down on a piece of paper.
8. Now while you are still in your small group, read 1 Corinthians 12:4-11. Write down a list of the gifts Paul describes in these passages. Number each one in order. You should have a list of nine items. Now read verse 31 in chapter 12. Do you understand which gifts St. Paul wants you to strive to attain?
9. Now read verse 11 once more. To whom would you pray for one or more of the gifts? Write your answer down on your paper.

10. Finally, write an answer to this question: why does the Holy Spirit give different kinds of gifts to the people of His Church?
11. Write your name on a small piece of paper and place it in a hat on bowl. Now each one of you is to draw a name. What spiritual gift do you think your person has? Write it down and share.

12. Okay, it is time to join back with the whole group to talk about what you have read and what you have written down for activities 7-10.

13. Listen now as your instructor explains the meaning of 1 Corinthians 12:3. This is an exceptionally important passage. Compare it with the last few words in John 15:5 and with the first words of John 15:16. Do these passages agree with each other?

14. You have one more thing to do with chapter 12 of First Corinthians. Please read verse 2 together out loud. Now turn in your Bibles to the 44th chapter of Isaiah in the Old Testament. Listen as one of you reads verses 14 through 17 out loud. Do you understand what the man in the story has done? Working together, create a list of some of the idols worshipped in our modern world. 
15. Angela asks an excellent question, doesn’t she? “Why do we call God ‘Father’?” Please open your Bibles to 2 Corinthians 6:18. Read the passage aloud together. Do you like the idea of God being a father to you? In what way does God act like a father?

16. Try your hand at writing a paragraph in which you describe “The Perfect Father.”
17. Having received an answer to her first question, Angela then asks, “Did God adopt us?” The exciting answer to Angela second question is yes, but for proof of Angela’s adoption and your adoption, please take a few moments to carefully look at the words below from Ephesians, chapter 1, verses 3-6. Notice how this passage also has something to say about spiritual gifts. 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons [and daughters] through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.
18. Working on your own, please mark the following statements as either true or false:
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achieve perfection, strengthened by God’s infused grace, one becomes more saint and less sinner. Only when this process is completed in purgatory will the perfected saint be welcomed into heaven.





The true teaching is that while we are one hundred percent sinner as a result of Adam’s fall, we have been fully covered by the righteousness of Christ, who was crucified in our place and rose again for our justification. Because of what Christ did on our behalf (Vicarious Atonement), God has declared us also to be one hundred percent saint. We are perfected in Christ! This is the seminal doctrine of justification and the essence of St. Paul’s teaching.








This biblical teaching is known by its Latin name, simul justus et peccator : simul-taneously a saint and a sinner.


Catholic theology also teaches the idea of saint and sinner simultaneously. However, the Catholic teaching stresses part saint and part sinner.


The teaching asserts that as one works to





(continues below)
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After the game, instructors may wish to describe the five denominations and/or their common architecture and/or the geographic locations where each is quite prevalent.
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Memory Work for the Third Commandment





Exodus 20:8-11	﻿Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. ﻿ 





Leviticus 23:3	There are six days when you may work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, a day of sacred assembly. You are not to do any work; wherever you live, it is a Sabbath to the LORD. 





Martin Luther		What does the Third Commandment mean?


We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it.











This story concerns a young girl named Jennifer, who in elementary school preferred to be called Jenny and who, now that she’s in junior high school, prefers Jen. Her family has recently moved to a new part of the country, and Jen is about to begin seventh grade among boys and girls she has never met before today. 





I want to challenge you not merely to sympathize with Jen’s story, but to empathize with Jen herself. Sympathy would demand that you have a tender heart toward Jen’s plight, and that’s good, but empathy demands that you actually step into Jen’s shoes – putting yourself in Jen’s place and thereby feeling what Jen felt. See if you are able to do that.
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Memory Work for the Eighth Commandment





Exodus 20:16		You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.


Ephesians 4:25	Therefore, having put away falsehood, let each one of you speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another.


1 Corinthians 13:4-7	Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;  it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things





Martin Luther		What does the Eighth Commandment mean?


We should fear and love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way.














A FLASH STORY





Jorge (pronounced hor-hay) Martinez glanced at his son, Ramon.  “My boy is growing so fast,” was the though in Jorge’s heart.  At age 13 Ramon already stood six feet two inches tall, and required new shoes every few months. Ramon’s mother was less surprised, for Ramon’s father was six-foot-five-inches tall and she, Ramon’s mother, was six-foot tall herself.  She smiled at her husband. For as large and rugged a man as he was, Ramon’s father could be surprisingly gentle. Each day the father made sure he took a little time to ask Ramon about school and sports and all the things that filled his son’s life. Ramon’s father also reminded Ramon regularly that he, Ramon’s dad, spent a little time every day talking to his own Father – not Ramon’s grandfather, but God. And little by little, Ramon’s father was teaching Ramon to talk with God, too. As a tiny boy Ramon had simply repeated the words his father prayed aloud. It wasn’t long, however, before Ramon spoke the Lord’s Prayer on his own. “Just remember,” Ramon’s dad would coach his son, “your heavenly Father will be with you long after I’m gone and throughout eternity in heaven. It is very satisfying to be connected to the Creator of heaven and earth.” 














  Memory Work 





Please memorize the Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed.





Martin Luther’s summary explanation of the Third Article of the Apostles Creed:





“I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.





This is most certainly true.”





John 10:27-28 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of My hand.”





























New Title





























The short story “Nothing Is So Sweet” is about two twelve-year-old boys who hatch a plan that lands them in serious trouble. Has something like this ever happened to someone you know?
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(  Matthew 6:9-13


(  Luke 11:2-4
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