Pentecost XXI: Matthew 22:1-14: The Parable of the Wedding Feast

The lectionary for Series A lists this text as Mt. 22:1-10 (11-14). This assumes that we have two
parables, not one. We have noted the text as Mt. 22:1-14, assuming that it is only one parable. Note
that the Nestle/Aland Greek text does not begin vs. 11 with a subparagraph. Furthermore, vs. 14
surely covers vss. 1-10. Why do some say that we have two parables? Look at the margin at Mt.
22:1 in the Nestle text. There we read: 1-10: Lk. 14:16-24. Nestle is not necessarily suggesting that
Lk. 14:16-24 is parallel to Mt. 22:1-14. But to regard Mt. 22:1-14 as two parables shows the subtle
influence of the higher critics. Form critics, at the suggestion of Strauss and B. Weiss, regarded Mt.
22:1-10 and Lk. 14:16-24 as the same parable, but the tradition assumed different formns. Redaction
critics in our day follow this lead. In his Commentary on Luke, 1978, Marshall (pp. 584-587) sums
up their findings thus: "A very similar parable (to that of Lk. 14:15-24) appears in Mt. 22:1-14, but
with considerable alteration and addition. It is generally accepted that the two parables are variants
of one original theme, and considerable progress can be make towards reconstructing a basic form of
the parable (which turns out to be very close to the Lucan form)." Then Marshall summarizes the
work done by Jeremias, Hahn, Schlatter and Derrett. That clearly implies that Jesus is not the author
of the two parables, spoken on different occasions. But what Ylvisaker wrote nearly eighty years ago
still holds: "This parable (Mt. 22:1-14) must have been spoken considerably later and from a different
point of view, for it has a wider application, by far. In the former parable (Lk. 14:16-24) it was an
ordinary man who made a supper; here it is a king who prepared a wedding for his son. The man was
content to issue the one invitation; the king repeats his call to those that are invited. There the single
servant is dismissed with empty excuses; here numerous messengers are despised and mistreated in
return for the invitation they bring. But for this reason a bloody punishment follows in the parable
of the wedding feast, whereas a mere exclusion is the result in the other." Form and redaction critics
practically say: "Jesus did not speak both parables as we have them, but the church, or members
thereof, developed both parables from different traditions." Under the guise of great learning these
so-called scholars attribute to the church or redactors what Jesus actually said.

From Mt. 21:23-22:14 we have a series of three parables. It is Jesus’ final answer to the arrogant
questions asked at Mt. 21:23. Furthermore, as Fahling points out: "The threat that the kingdom of
God ‘would be given to a nation to bring forth the fruits thereof’ (21:43) is followed by a parable
which repeats the truth. It is a reply to the hostile thoughts and plans of Christ’s enemies, warning
them that, unless they cease their enmity, judgment will come upon them.” In His great patience and
mercy Jesus heaps parable on parable as a final call of repentance to His enemies and their followers.

 Vs. 1: dmoxpiOeic means "in response”, not to something which the Sanhedrists had said, but
obviously to what they were thinking, It clearly indicates Jesus’ divine omniscience. &ALy, though
they harbored murderous thoughts, He added another parable. &v nopofoAaig is adverbial, manner.
Why use the plural for one parable? Evidently because in this parable there are many points of
comparison. Perhaps we might paraphrase: "in extensive parabolic language.” a0toic, His enemies
mentioned at 21:45, but very likely includes a crowd of people as well.

Vs. 2: Here "the Kingdom of Heaven" denotes the grand sweep of the preaching of the Gospel among
both Jews and Gentiles until the end of time. Pootuiel denotes God the Father. y6povg includes the
Atonement, the means of grace and the work of the Holy Spirit applied equally to all men. vi6¢ is
the incarnate Son of God.

Vs. 3: dméoterdev, used also in vs. 4, denotes a sending with a special commission. Does Tod¢
do0A0vG include the prophets? Very likely not. It likely denotes the Apostles. koAécaon, an infinite
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