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A Cry of Distress and a Plea for Justice.

Too late for notice in our last issue there came to us from
the German Tivangelical Mission Aid Society of Berlin-Steglitz
the English edition of an address which Dr. Theol. Karl Axen-
feld, Dircctor of Missions, delivered beforo the annual con-
vention of the Mission Aid Society in 1919. Though three
valuable months have elapsed since the receipt of this address,
the readers, we doubt not, will agree with us that its intrinsie
value, its defense of eternal and essential rights, is such that
even at this somewhat belated date the message of the speaker
should he reiterated here. It is a simple plea for fundamental
justice, and is well founded, particularly if one studies Article
438 of the Peaco Treaty. We hold no brief for the Mission
Aid Society, whose confessional basis is not fully known to us,
nor do we subseribe to every sentiment expressed in the address.
What the speaker, however, is battling for is an inalienable -
right of the Church of Jesus Christ, common and dear to every
member of the Church.

The title of Dr. Axenfeld’s address is, “Germany’s Battle
for the Freedom of the Christian Missions.” The author
5AYS : —

The imminent conclusions of peace will not only bring about a great
transformation in the political and economic life of the nations, but in-
tellectual values, as well as the spiritual and the religious, are at hazard.
There is a great danger that these most precious possessions of mankind
will not be sufficiently regarded in the hattle for wealth and power.

The chief point at issue, however, cannot be confined to the acquisition

of additional territory by certain nations, nor to the reinforcement of
9
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their power, nor to the wresting of commercial advantages from :,)glleS,
nations. If these things cannot be gained without enslaving ofﬂlel‘ Peug ts
forcing them into unendurable situations and filling them with tho ught'
of hatred, bitterness, and revenge, then they are far too dearly b‘odes -
So many unspeakable things have occurred in this war on bOt‘l‘l ]Slistiﬂn
things which cry to Heaven, and which were unworthy Of_ C‘; eac?
nations” — that it would prove a crime of crimes if the conelusion Y Pab o
were to diminish, weaken, or fetter those forces which are alone 2P
of purifying and improving, of saving and reconciling.

I trust that I may be permitted in the following lines 10 mflk"’
the pcﬁls which threaten the religious life of Germany, the native " . 0
tian congregations which have Deen built up during Iwo centM.TW
German missionary work, and the future reconciliation of the fnatu?ns;
the projected emclusion of German missions. I beseech the Ohrisf’l““‘w .
all nations, no matier what their attitude may have been during ﬂ"‘e Jou
or in the question of the guilt for the war, to ponder in this last

. ich €O
what they can do and must do in order to prevent a calamity whicl
never again be made good.

pl(lzm
Cohris

o

Tiver since the beginning of the war the Entente Power have f:ss’
claimed to the world that they were battling for freedom and Progoblef
for the rights of the weak and the oppressed, for @ more just, & nn a8
and a happier shaping of the conditions to which nations a8 we was
individuals are subject. Germany, on the other hand, they declared; oy
desirous of establishing by the brute force of arms an autocratic. mas e
over the world, and oppressing and enslaving the life of humanity: lize
outcome of the war has placed the Entente Powers in a position to restoﬂle
their war-goals to the fullest extent. The world has already had : ege
experience of what this means and is well able to judge whethe%‘
lofty words were inspired by truth and whether the life of humam}ty -
become freer, more moral, or more wholesome under the order whieh
now heen. imposed upon it. ther

We Germans do not seem to understand the art of conveying to 9 ble
peoples our political needs and desires, nor even of clothing the justlgmun_
necessities of our own existence in the false and glittering rohes ©
gelfishness and concern for others. 4ruth

Thus we assured the world — and it was nothing hut the simp}e tioB
a, truth which will yet emerge out of all the obfuscation and the (11st01’e o
to which it has been subjected — that we were fighting for the defen® our
our lives. But the nations would not believe us. It was the will 0
enemies that they should not be permitted to belicve us— the prete* jesr
our ruthlessness was too valuable a weapon in the hands of these eneﬂiess,

And yel, that the very Germany which has been decried as law pub
brutal, and reactionary pursued a policy mot only before the wors it
during her very struggle for life, which was progressive, tiberab %
humane, may perhaps be more clearly and convincingly demonst?”ate
her colonization activities than in any other field.
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It was not Germany who militarized her colonies and long ago pre-
Pared her natives for a war to be waged in Europe. Germany had main-
tained only a slight armed force in her protectorates as a protection against
natiye revolts, and had not even developed her natural means of defending
her frontiers in case of being involved in a European war. Germany based
her fajth upon the Congo Acts which were meant to neutralize Central
Afries in sueh an cvent, and she endeavored to ensure the validity of these
Acts at the outbreal of the war. It was not Germany who broke them,
and therefore upon her head falls no responsibility for the fact that the
colored races, the whole of heather humanity, without distinction of
religion oy degree of civilization, were plunged into the misery and horror
of the war, Germany kept the Congo Acts, not hecanse this was to her
udvzmtage, but from conviction. It would have been greatly to her ad-
Vantage had she followed the example of the French, militarized her
colonieg beforehand, and then, in defiance of the Congo Acts, proceeded to
the attack, But Germany held as inviolate the unwritten Iaw by opera-
tion of which the white race maintained its position over the colored races
by virtue of its own self-osteem and the fundamental premiss of its
Superiority. Even here the principal lines of German colonial policy may
be Plainly discerned from the circumstance that the Germans had ceased
to regard the protectorates and their inhabitants merely as means to an
end — ¢o further the interests or the power of the colonizing race, but had,
on the contrary, regarded their civilizing mission in the colonies seriously,
Particularly their task among the natives.

As ¢ missionar , I am entitled to belief when I say that the welfare
of the natives is for me the first consideration. The missionary does not
.80 forth into the wilds for his own benefit, but for the good of the strange
Peoples to whom he knows that God has sent him. It is for this reason
that he feels the wrong and injury done to these stranger peoples as if
they had heen suffered hy himself. All colonization has had a preliminary
Period in which heroism and brufality, far-sightedness and incompetence
Were found active side by side in the most contradictory fashion, .und en-
dangering the lives and welfarce of the native population. Ever since the

@ginlling of the German colonial era, the German missions have kept'up
& fearless and determined hattle on behalf of the natives ugainst;' everything
that came to their notice in the shape of excesses, errors of pol.lc:y,' “guper-
an” tacties, and oppression of every kind. They boldly eriticised .the

Policy pursued in connection with the natives of German So.uthwest Africa,
for ¢xample, and the manner in which the Herero campaign was waged,
and did noet permit themselves to be intimidated by the fact .that the then
Chancellor attempted in the Reichstag to deny them the right to speak
A8 the advocates of the natives., Immediately after this they had the
Satisfaction of seeing German colonial policy pursue a mew course under
Demburg as Secretary of State, and regard the preservation, education,
and betterment of the natives as the preeminent task confronting colonial

activity,
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v
Since then the course pursued by German colonial policy has bﬁ:;,
resolutely liberal and progressive. Abuses and false moves, ¥ ¢ Sese"
were not absent. But has there ever been a colony wholly free from . ary
Not only self-discipline, but also self-denial and experience are necess onl
in order for the white man to he perfectly just to the black. The U
invasion of a superior alien civilization has at all times endanger®
physical and moral health of the inferior race. This is Particularly " it
able in modern colonization, because the gulf whiech yawns hetweel W
and black is so enormous. Before the war, however, the eXPerts o his
nations, including the ¥nglish and Americans, invariably caine to on”
conclusion: where henevolent, humane treatment of the natives was o
cerned, Germany and England stood in the forefront of all other colo an
nations in Africa; after them eame Trance and Italy, then I)Ortugﬂ] 1o
1@@ of all, Belgium. If Germany is now to be declared umuort.hyca"
possess colonies on the score of her treatment of the natives, wa. ads
only be regarded as an evidence of how frightful have beew the 10
made by the war upon the sense of realities and love of truth. jencé
England possessed over us the advantage of a century of exPerleGer-
but the younger sister had no need to be ashamed before her © der
many had hegun to take the lead precisely in the question of carin®
the natives. In British colonies, wherever the interests of white a8 1o
came in conflict, the interests of the furopean were favored. n G "the
protectorates, the point of view held good during the Jast decade ﬂ.mt n
native, as the weaker party, possessed u special right to the PrOtecuon arse
fatherly help of the governing hodies. Whilst a land law w28 in coudel'
of preparation in the South African Union designed ruthlessly to su!lwl’
tho blacks from the lands of their fathers, so that the natives ° Nathe
af_ter they had appealed in vain to all possible authoritics, finally ¥ us
King himself, broke into the moving complaint: “No hearts more o vn,‘
no sympathy now for the weak, the poor,' the helpless inarticulnte do"’, 1)
trodden in a British land. Only God now left to help uf; and PTOtect uS-va
— during this very period the administration of German Tast fricd 7

. ec-
preserving the lands of the natives by means of suitable erownlia® ‘

nizins

. ny . ame
15"ra-t10ns. This was done to such an extent that in some distriets !® eiand'
difficult for white settlers and even for missions to obtain the requislte ative

PR TIR . < . A . ’ 12
Jurisdiction in German Bast Africa, thanks to the use © ! of

tongue in the courts and the growing endeavors to establish the righ S.d
custom of the natives, was actuated by a greater spirit of jUStice
the native than was the case in the adjoining British colonies: o
sanitary legislation of the German administratizn was also T gupe’
to that which was to be found in other colonial governmcnts'

before the war, I traveled for an entire year through Bast Africa-

course of. this journey I heard many natives speak of the difference et

al, #°

1) Letter of the Rev. John Dube to the white population of Nath ]’}8" -
quoted in the Ilanga Lase Naigl, Olwesihlanu Aug. %2, 1913, A

liner Missionsberichte, 1918, p, 141. ’
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then ,
o dznd now.  Bspecially the older natives, the men who still remembered
L‘hiefm‘zs of the slave-hunts and the slave-trade, the despotic rule of the
s and the tribal feuds, the battle of all against all and the general

inSecu i .
the m;;ty. of life, would often praise in blunt and childlike speech — all
¢ Impressive for that— the good which had come to them through

heir 0
Yot .«
T},xeat and noble ruler.2)
e ¢ i i
16w era also had its dangers and its abuses, to be sure. But seen

ag g
asc‘;(zl:lilefhfh,e welfare of the natives was progrgssing consta{ltly along
Ereatoy dover oes, and there would .vae been a still wider, quicker, imd
Manyrg Wish pll\?e?t .]m‘d the colonies been, sp‘m.-ed the war, a.? was Ger-
Datives Whicl‘l o 0! it xs. not an unselfish solicitude for the lives of ?he
keeps our cnem: 183¢ enemies p'rofess to find thre:atened b).f German.?r, whx.ch
0 adq t}le;e f lies fx-o'm r.estomng to us our colonies, hut slmpl.y-thcu' desire
Ment, ¢, tilei ‘lne territories, 'bronght to such a :::,tagc of pr.omlsmg‘ develop-
Profegy 4, " x ow:z} already immeasurable 0010111.3.1 possessions, They also
War ang mecl a'n,\mus' Ies‘t Germany follow their own cxample after the
of Dy CQI();U' ‘lez colonies 1:11, 01-4101"150 create a black army, and the harbors
b i pl‘e(f 0 menace Ifnghmd S mastezfy of the scas. '
~the ¢ ”om“?fly the gratitude and the faithfulness of the G.ermzm natives
Pe0eipeg or éf’)& proofs of the @ature of the trcatme{zt ujhwk they have
our enemics c;"mcm ]chmls—-wvluch has caused confusion in t.he ranks of
Iy there‘nol. 'Sl'll‘cly, in suc'h a matter the' tru.th' must be .ev1dent; to all.
the tragh One in all the wide world who is ?vﬂlmg t.o strike a blow for
80 QOH]DI{;L'OIO ‘?Ile who.can muk.e clear to P.n?sldent Wilson, who has‘ I.Jeen
in the Africﬂy and o?;vmusly misled an(i mxsl'nfti)rmcd, the real conditions
€ven Britisy LEI-(C‘O'IOmes o.f Germany? Since it is unfortunately true that
fong apninst lélrs«sloxiﬂ,ry circles h:}ve Vcn'ture(.l to support these false accusa-
trugy, to. dote 1e German co}omal policy, it behooves }IS who know the
© Protest b(;n(‘I not only ?hl.ﬁ, h‘ut the honor of the German 1.1a,me and
Which v, ‘l'v 010’ all mankind with all the clearness and persistence of
W“' are capahble, that:
any GO;;;(LS?""II‘{f”‘U '7'041115‘3/ to lose her c.olonies, this would not be dzw‘io
Fear 'ins»)i;::s;(m for t/'Lt::’ fate of 'the natives, but w‘lz,olly‘ and solely to the
ERemipg lw]c( lfU @ guilty conscience and fo the insatiable g;.'cctil of our
T !0 woufyl rob the Germaon peopl'e of the lands their industry,
7 am ;L;‘jsﬂllfii‘?‘c?, and devotion hwuzz.bmll‘ wp. .
ds o servang Politician. Nor do T f’pcalo in the name of any state wil.‘ct{wnty.
Con ference . Of _fk.c Church of Christ, as a member of the World Mla:sTonary
Chl'l'stianL f‘t_lﬂdlnbm'gh in 1910, T cu’nnof; 'but compare the position of
t that ti@Mswns at thut. time with the position which they occupy to-day.
Wero o)) »llne_ the non-Christian world was open to' all ‘of us, and all of uy
i oren i0< to. the common task and respondefl with Joyful.hcm'ts. How
eyes of tls this world to-day! I cannot refrain from bringing b'efore the
\ 10se whose hearts like mine bleed because of these things, and

2} Bee Kolonigle Rundschaw, Berlin, 1913, p. 67048
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yet who, like myself, must remain true to that highest goal of dl;ngefs
service, the fulfilment of Christ’s command to His disciples — the uch the
which menace not only the German missions, but all missions throvs
ruthless abuse of power by various states. L ¢ creed or

Before the war the Christian missions, without distinction © of actio”
nationality, enjoyed a great degree of confidence and the freedom tion &%
vouchsafed them by the colonial governments. In the tolers d ocett’
grateful recognition of mission work Germany, England, and Hol'limShow
pied first place, whilst France and, to a still greater degree, Russid,
far less magnanimity. coloﬂial‘

The liberal and generous-hearted character of the Germanchristiaﬂ
administration was clearly expressed in its attitude towards the he © ore
missions, and without the slightest differences being made on tfor
of nationality. The German authorities, as a watter of Princlple’ + chaty
from making any difficultics whatsoever for the missions and were n: rritory
of expressing their approbation. The missions in German colonial t€ |1
are among those which have developed themselves most (1“ic¥<.l,y an Afrie
favorably in the entire field of foreign missions. During my visit toto carty
British missionaries told me, of their own accord, that it was easy easier
on missionary work in German colonies, in some respects it wuj o
there than in adjoining British Ragt Africa. The liberal-minde lzl'ection
the German administration, for example, went so far that mo OM™7,

its
was made to the University Mission having the native teachers ror b
schools in German Fast Africa trained year after year at Z““Zﬂ)a,br’ rom
is to say, in British territory and amid surroundings which were f
being friendly to Germany.

g

Lren during the war Germany sought to pursue @ liberal anth :?v €

nanimous policy in regard to the missions. In the autumn of 19 4" h 1

the wave of popular excitement against England was running h:)%on'la

Germany, I called upon the Secretary of State for the Germal ymal

Office with the request that the inoffensive foreign missionaries 11~ ceive
colonies remain unmolested and their activities undisturbed. I e

be
. . . 0111(1
his cordial assent, and was assured that a corresponding order W, -
; ; . e
transmitted to German Fast Africa. This order, however, Wa3 nt wh
ceived by the administration of German Rast Africa. And ¥

greater proof of the soundness of the hroad, humane, and liberal Prl, flm'm‘
of German colonial policy could there he than the fact that t.he't‘ilative-
istration in this colony pursued the same course upon its owWh ini? inciple
The German administration resolved to remain faithful to it% che un
of leaving the forcign missionaries in complete freedom and 1% jlitary
hindered pursuit of their work, in so far as there were no Urgent " . nb
Teasons or measures on the part of the enemy which made & cepti®
course mecessary. The missionaries of enemy nations, with the ex (whi
of a few who lived close to the frontier and the Usambara Railway,

X . s i€
was of the utmost importance in a military sense) Wwere per
remain at their stations and at their work.
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Whilst these British migsionaries in German East Afriea — threatened
35 this wag op all sides by the enemy — were left unmolested upon their
Stations, ¢, German missionaries in the immense empire of India in which
there Wwere but some 1,200 Germans, including the families of missionaries,
S againgt 315 million inhabitants, had already long been penned behind
the hayheq wire of the prison-camps.3) It was only after the forcible
easures ¢ qn by the British government against the German missionaries
24 become known and the military authorities had repeatedly issued
Wa_mi"gs a8 to the peeuliar significance of the Central Railway in the
helghb(’rh%d of which there were several British mission-stations, that
© government finally determined to issue an order to consolidate all
Titigh Missiong gt g ;;I'n"le British station. The further measures under-
?ken were dictated onlyc})y the ever-increasing difficulties of the military
Sttuation, The fact that British missionaries were thereby occasionally
br?ught into very unpleasant situations, and forced to endure all the
Privations of 5 blockaded land, that some of them were unjustly accused
“Spionage, and that subordinates did not always act properly towards
~ them has been made the subject of violent reproaches agaifxst the Ger-
Mans, Nevertheless, quite apart from the fact that these things were a8
Rothing Compared to the treatment suffered by the German missionaries in
Britisy hands and above all by the unfortunate men in the hands of the
‘rench iy Dahomey, the government of German Bast Africa did its utmost,
80 far pg conditions permitted, to adopt only the mildest measures.
Subsequent events have proved all too clearly that the German gov-
TIment yyag simply forced to intervene. Whilst as yet not a single
Mstance g been proved of even one of the morc than 500 German mis-
Stonaries 5 43, British colonial empire, or @ single member of their
congregations, wumbering some 600,000 souls, having seriously molc_ztad
theiy obligations to the 'autkority of the land during the war, the stations
o the “White Pathers” in German Dast Africa which were zmde:r the
Zont“’l of French and Alsatian missionarics, were converted into ver?ta.ble
I 2formatioy Bureaus” for the enemy. The head of the University Mission
@lready, Mentioned, Bishop Weston of Zanzibar, wholly unserupulous and
SUrpasseq by no one in his capacity for calumniation, hes assumed z.fhe
leadcr.ghip of the agitation against the return of the German ccflome's,
Ml has not even hesitated, despite his episcopal dignity, to ‘argamzcl (in
ﬂam'omt violation of international law) the notive Hast Af‘mcarf subje.cts
I Germany, 4, Christians of his mission (whom he persists o calling
subjects” ), into “Coast Carrier Corps” and leading tkegv::

L3
€T-Germay
r-workers against Germany, their sovereign country.d)

a“m‘iliary wa

3) ompare the British policy concerning missions and missionaries

. Cl
In Indiy during the war, as set forth in detail in Ocphe, Almednagar und

“olconda, Doerq; ke, Leipzig, 1918. i
N Compal;‘eulliipﬂgxl'% (ﬁriﬁ;egecon% é’ession of the German Lvangelical
Mission Aid_ Saciety, 1916 p. 26; also that of the fourth session, 1918,
fp‘ 23, 24} apn Solf,, The ﬂ}issions in the German Protectorate, Guetersloh,
918, ¢, Bertelsmann, pp. 4. 29.
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. nscie®”
the Hnglish Church Mission, which has usually devoted 1‘533_” stoheco Mports
tiously to purely religious ends, has nol hesitated o publish -ts 1 awhiot
of its native teachers without a single word of apology,— 7eP?’ oy ihe
these men recount how they ran over to the enemy and be
German pogitions.5) hen DI solby

These events were, in part, already known in Germany W the supr®
the German Colonial Seceretary, made his declaration respectlllg, ; Misﬁion
nationality of missions at the scssions of the German E‘m‘ngehwin anticl”
Aid Society. The war situation at that time justified Germ.zmzle Qivision
pating a victory, as a result of which a more just and equita ers
of the African colonial possessions, based upon the actual bozLn svents
colonization of the nations, might have taken place. In‘SuCh ende
flourishing and valuable flelds of French and British misslonary'nciple o
might have come into German hands. For since the sacred P(;l it would
the supranationality of the missions had heen ruthlessly violate " ade 8083
have heen natural that the German Government should have m“missions
kind of reprisals for the lack of probity on the part of foreign ich. 18
in German Kast Africa and for the aggravated acts of violeI}CC_ WS in
in the mean time heen perpetrated against the German nllssfon Gorma?
British colonies by the expulsion of all foreign missions. lhel'slled its
Government, nevertheless, hurbored no such intentions, but ?Sta‘b%s after
point of view in advance through Dr. Solf’s declaration, which ‘Véhristiaﬂ
wards expressly confirmed hy the Chancellor, to the effect that froe
wissions without regard to nationality or confession were tf’ be‘ maine
participate in missionary work, in so far as the missionaried 1C]'miou:B'
politically unobjectionable, that is, confined themselves to th.elr re lgritiei
cthical tasks, and maintained the loyalty of the natives to thelr au et
in accordance with the laws of the land. At the same time the clusio?
Government announced its intention of using its influence at the .coln
of peace towards bringing ahout the acceptance of the same princil e‘ 11 the
other colonial nations, and to bring about a complete abolition O. g0 the
restrictions which had Deen imposed upon missions during the Wab olds
they might pursue their work, so rich in blessings, unhindere

d as o
: nta{a"onlze
and create a bond of peace and reconciliation among the &
peoples.

-afty

Dr. 8olf took these gniding lines, not from the doctrines of Smt:ec;vice

but from an insight into the essence of the Christian mission. As ;‘ished in
of that kingdom which is not of this world, and which is estab ims # d
the hearts of men, the mission must remain free from the clal

10

gsed o
5) Sec The Black Slaves of Prussia, an Open Letter Adﬁfﬁl’ lsé
General Smuts by Frank Weston, D. D. Bishop of Zanzibar, LO; Lessli, 9l ’
also Deutsche Kolonisatoren in Afrika, Zuerich, Institut Orell-T :)r e
(or its English version); also Die deutsche Kolonialpolitils ¥

jssi0”
. . -ities an el
vichtshof der Welt, a Reply by German Colonial authorities & .d Othe”
aries, Basel, Ernst’Finckh, 10i8; also The Treatment of Native @ An

an 7.
Populations in the Colonial Possessions of Germany and E'”gé‘éfﬁh w. 1o
swer to the Inglish Blue Book. Hans Robert XEngelmann,
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of the temporal powers. Its divine task in its differentiation
en the more comprehensible

at in nearly all

fhe quarrelg
tzoﬁl ‘tfi Yfl-?;lﬂln .(lispensations, had hitherto bc'
misSiﬂnury ](lrl.;tnm peoples because of the obvious fact th
but wors .un"lzl( s,‘the preachers of the Go.spel were of various nationalities,
of {hg s IIIed in a ff'aternal eommum.ty as 1r%essengers in this service
the Christiy, BffVc.nly King. If the war is to bring about the result that

N missions are to he forced permanently into national limita-

iong, ;
n S . . . .
’ #uch a manner as to permit only the nationals of the particular

¢olon;:
fonial power to carry out their duties, then their blessed work would
an enduring l(};ttthmr sincerity mena_eeq, a.n(.l a new ocecasion furnished for
a “n‘dnimozg 1-\(;1 ness_among th? misgionizing peoples. On the 'otlfer hz.md
3 Yesumption of their work on the part of the missionaries,

A
out distinetion of nationality, would essentially contribute to rehabil-
ige of the colonial peoples and to keep the further

¢ diminjghe

«litt::; the shaken prost
Igigl%j?of the natives within wholesome bounds. o )
fislq WDuIdL; many been granted victory, thfz progress of h'un.mnl‘ty in this
have hoon '})iavé been assured, and all nutlons' XiV]t}l?llt distinction would
stigg Cham ;PJ ¢ to pursue the path of free pa.rtxmpatl.on: Ge-r'mc‘my to-day
“”wiou‘; toj tons tk‘e couse of the free and upright Ohristion mission. I am
that 11y o 1?1.@79:3 it clear beyond all manner of dowbt, u:t h.ome and abroad,
heariog ca;’ man Governnent has publicly confirmed this liberal and groat-
- cOtonial policy, not merely after the Revolution, and assuredly not

of any concern for its own colonies and missionaries ficlds, but

beoause
time when it was obliged to conclude that the realization of such

(‘luriny @
1degle
?f;?i;ZZiZZCZ “GGGSSL:taze' sacrifices and sa[f-ramm.ciatiou and occasion bitler
Brits W certain circles of its own population.
in ma;;“:il CO]('Jlliiﬂ po%iey bef‘ore the war was I.ikewise broafl ;fnd liberal
COURErigg WS‘P‘QCLS; especially w1t1.1 regard to missions, The missions of all
the Britigh c;'e Oflﬂbled to \frork in blessgzd and conten.ted labor throughont
‘herﬂfrom- ,‘;]np“‘e,. &llfl this vast colomfxl power derived abundant benefit
1”'°Sperity' Of-.tlc effectivencss of the missions everywhere furt’h_ered ﬂ'xc
R great qun I}e land and the morals of the popnlace, a.nd facthtnted in
bOl‘ne in tl*’,’% England’s rule over her enorm?us possesm'ons. l‘-he sha:re
Sout}, Afrtlf by the German missions was pynrtlcularly notx_ce:})ﬂe in In'dm,
the gratef IIL‘L’ and‘ (fn the Gold (?oast. The German mléslons recel.ved
Sterline, A'HI recognition of the varjous governments for their unassuning,
QStRb]i:]’fl:{) ~7§r, and heartfelt work.‘ A century of mutual C(Znh.dcnce had
owy m;a '(‘ Lh? most cordial relations, ]‘.Jven heyond ﬂ}o limits of' her
mis«;ign‘e’ ngl:md'vigorously and persistently championed the rights
G‘?l‘ma;l ns to an un'lnndered preacl’lin.g of’ the Gogpel. England, FIoHand,
the mdy ’ “f‘d A.menca, in contradistinction to Fran‘ce and RuSS{:x,, were
Cers in this field of human advancement and liberal evolution,
Sengq (;115 _Pl'ec%scly as Britain has reshaped lier home life in z.L.reactmnary
her mis;img UM? war and has sacrificed many of her best traditions, so hag
l'eagtl-on' ‘On policy changed more and more and assumed the character of
and autocratic despotism. After a century of the most devoted
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. tions
gervice, the Glerman missions, in cases in which military c.onsld:: aiireﬂz -
did not necessitate restrictions, had the right to expect Conilde;;n(l' t
ment, if not by France, Japan, and China, then surely bY_ Ln% itusion®
the German missions were forced to undergo many and terrible 1281 :
Nowhere, with the exception of Dahomey, were the Gerr.nan mllden more
treated more callously, nowhere were their fields of activity trf) ) h i
brutally under foot than where they were at the mercy of .Brm: th
And the rigor of these persecutions increased with the duration ots
A system of expulsions followed up.the system of intazrnmen .a
German Last Africa was overrun, a system of deportation was] lics
The members of the missions, men, women, ond childrem, Oat Lobbe
well as Protestants, were all dragged from their stations and ’"mi it
their possessions, though they had nothing whatever to do with thel o dect
operations, and there could have been no political necessity for $4¢ y

8
od for Y&¥
The men were thereupon torn from their families and ere'uemed f - gen 10

from writing to them or to their congregations, who were forbl_m ep?
hold services or carry on insiruction. These unfortunate Mmev we onths
in the most unhealthjul climates, with insufficient food for mony as Y
and then dragged off to Egypt. They are still there, in 80 m.’l. ¢s, WHE
have not perished as o result of this treatment, whilst their f am“t fu,)il be
wise penned behind barbed wire, are held back in South Africa. I
three years this summer [1919], since this deportation began! oxag”
Were these mensures due only to war-necessities, wert thfe);ce to
gerated war-measures, induced by nervousness, we ghould be ;earﬂble'
reconcile ourselves to them, even though they were almost unt sing
And the same would apply if these abuses could be attributed OH!Y ° ¢ the
individuals. But both assumptions would explain only & moie, s come
things that happened. 7The increased rigorousness of these me‘fsl.”etice
from ihe home government. TFrequently the harshness and ln]u;o were
these orders was such that they became painful to the officers W
forced to execute them. ¢ chorh
For all that, the servants of the King who bore the erowht o~ yn-
must learn to overcome and forgive the most grievous injury. ¢
fortunately we have to do not only with happenings of the pas t a Pro
which we have experienced and suffered up to the present, Was o repo
logue, the real drama still lies before us. According to authe"{?w the
and certain signs the men at present in power in England Che.ms’b nd the
tention of ewcluding the Germaon missions from their colonics ¢
‘ German colonies even after the war. s to the
We have reason to fear that the same procedure will be SLI’Phe,0 "
Near Iast; and recently China, under persistent English coerc!
according to the English example, has gone so far as to Send, hOI a9
man missionaries and confiscate German property. Finally'lt erl
come to our ears that Japan has confiscated all German rission P
in Tsingtau and granted its use only until the conclusion of peace: | OIris”
intentions attain their full and permanent realization, then Germ®
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tendom, will loge nearly all its mission-ficlds and retain elmost none seve
08¢ in the Duteh eolonies.

_IHtO whose hands the congregations which we have built up (and
Which hayq demonstrated their faithfulness and attachment in so touching
& Manner 11 through the distress and sorrow of the war) are to be given,
ts Something concerning which neither we nor these congregations are
asked. Qyy German migssion societies are to be permitted to give their
ehtire Property in the mission-fields to British societies — otherwise it will
be oreibly taken from ug by the Government without the slightest com-

AttemPtS, of course, are made to comfort us with the hope that this
Xelugion will not be permanent — that we may be admitted again in ten
years_._perhaps even in five! _

. This solace is a poor one, quite apart from the fact that the expropria-
o0 of oyp Property does not look like a provisional measure.
Ut even an exclusion for an indefinite number of years has the effect

exclusion — and the Christians of othér countries should not

of g Dermap,
nent
Throughout all the affliction and suffering,

elude themselves ag to this. !
Mental ang physical, inflicted upon them by the war, the German mis-

Sonaries have elung with every fiber of their hearts to the hope that the
eonclusion of peac: would permit them to take up their beloved w")rk
hee more, Several of them have Jjust refused the opportunity of returning
hOH}e and Beeing their loved ones again and have reconciled th(.:mselves
0 “l’lprisonment and to loneliness only to remain nearer to their ﬁ.c]ds
abor, anq if possibile to hasten at once to their orphaned congregations
ot .the end of the war. This added exclusion will be the heaviest blow
Which could fa]] upon these brave and sorely tried men. What are 't{ley
L 9do during {hege 10 lIong years? Can the home church, itself in a position
of great dificulty, offer them— and there are hundreds of them — bread
angd Service? How many of them, after these ten years, will be still young
enough’ have enough energy or a sufficient command of the native tongue
bo !)e able to tyke up their former duties? And even if they did ‘takc up
t].]elr old work angd finally returned to their old congregations, — like con-
iets who have been releaged from a long term of prison, — how shou}d
€Y, thege dishonored ones, ever recover their authority? And what, in
he. meantime, is to hecome of the German missionary societies, and what of
heir Seminaries? Can one expect us to train young men and women for
e missionary serviee, merely upon the vague possibility of sending them
O —aftor the lapse of a decade? .

% the Christians of other lands, they who so casually advise us to
Submjy, silently to this ten years’ exclusion and obediently surrender. our
prOPerty, because this would make “a good impression” upon the British
Sovernmeyy they do not know what they really demand of us!

The heathen mission has long been the darling of the Ge.rmzulx Evan-
Belicag Church. The blow which is leveled at the head of this. child also:

Strikes gy, heart of the mother.
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an
The Catholic Christendom of Germany has, for more than tlhieifr)or,
of a human life, conducted its heathen mission with Wonderfu..m ghow
especially during the last decades. No other Catholic country cLc}ermi“J
a similar upward development of its missionary work, If ﬂli difﬁcut
missionarics, despite their exemplary behavior under the moS
circumstances, are now to be excluded from their ficlds of work, B0 take
Christian will ever forget or reconcile himself to this. Let no mlsea.n
made: The fulfilment of the British mission policy would (LlsO_ m” of this
fulfilment of the rupture of Ohristiunity. And if the Pel‘})e’ﬂ?'(xt1‘011ant oy
unheard-of outrage also be permitted, without a loud and indigh Gormo®
of protest from the Christians of other lands, how shall .th@ ation®
Christian ever be persuaded of the truth and the value of inter®
fraternity? . pristian®
Things would never have come to this pass if the Br itish qlr,,overn'
supported by America and the other countries, had warned thew vcourse'
ments in time and with all due emphasis, against pursuing Sudl‘ aGerman
A unanimous public expression of opinion in defense — not of Chris
interests — hut of the interests of the non-temporal character of thzwlare
tian missions, would surely not have been in vain. Years ago We ild the
to the Christians of forcign countries: the later one begins t© bl(ll come?
dam, the more unlikely it is that it will he erected before the floot ¥

S s Co begi?
breaking in. And now that even British missions themselves U= ¢
feel the heavy hand of their government — we can feel no

gurprise ™
have foreseen and foretold this for years.

It is not only the fu,i‘“;Z:n 0
operation of the German missions which is in peril — but the frect
COhristian missions as o whole.0) ctio?
The exclusion of the German missions seems to have some conngs i
with the growing anxiety with which the British govclrnlm:nt reg,ﬂ.r ation
colonial empire. The natives have been lured and coerced into Partlclpt any
in the war — vast expectations have heen awakened in them"‘witho.u gelfr
intention of gratifying them. The catch-word of “the right of men
determination of the peoples” was meant to serve for the dismenDe nd
of the enemy empires, but was to find no application to one’s own:
now the call has been sounded for a retreat in colomial policy:
Precisely because the dangerous solution of “freedom for

he opPre
o1
peoples” has bheen promulgated on account of its useful effect “Pi
public opinion of the world, the reins of power have heen drmvn’n et
) Co etom i
than ever. The missions are to be placed under close supervisiolt
that no movements for independence may attain a foothold.

4wy
The difficulty of laying the evil spirits which have been evole of
indeed be great.

ged
the
hter

- v are
But is the British government no longer aWaIS s W 10
; - . issio
all the native Christian congregations, those of the German misst

oré
the most trustworthy, because the German missionaries (as On‘;fh Mis
publicly confirmed by a recent letter of the Secretary of the Lon

6) See Allgemeine Missionsseitselrift, 1916, p. 3371 5341
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Slonayy Society, Mr. Trank Lenwood 7)) were more seriously concerned in
tea"hi"g obedience to the prevailing authorities than were the Anglo-Saxon?
1% government, were to investigate the teachings of certain Anglo-Saxon
mlSSionaries, who preach “a democratic gospel,” and educate the natives
aCGording to modern theories for which they are not yet ripe, this would
© Comprehensipble, But no vested authority has anything to fear from
¢ Germay missionaries, The German missions have always been pillars
O_f l‘eliability in the life of the natives. If these be deprived of the mi.s-
slonaries by whom they permitted themselves to be willingly led, and if
thege leaders he replaced by men insufficient in number and lacking in
experience’ then indeed another spirit may soon take root. A government
Which . fonyg difliculties can make no mistake in ensuring for itself the
Influeney of men to whose safe and wise guidance the natives have accus-
tomeq themselveg,
This projectea boycott of German missions is in reality only part—
N the mogy ungrateful and insulting part — of the world-boycott of all

German activity after the war. For our enemies reckon tl{at this b'oycott
Would yemain incomplete and lacking in full eflectiveness if they did not

Tkewige exclude the German missions. ) (b5 Datile
For this very reason the German government must continue its ba

for the freedom of the Christian missions in the peace negotiations, ZL.nd
Mmusg Insigt firmly npon the Wilsonian principles which are ?o establish
2 “sure ang an upright peace,” and clear away the barriers which ?;he war
has ereoteq hetween the nations. The removal of the embargo against the
Germay, missions must be one of the first steps to this end. In. tl.mt
however, persists in her battle for the freedom <.)f the'Chrxstll)altl
she does not alone protest her own, well:acqufred rights, 1«:’1
in ity greatest need ~— for she serves in this the promulga-

Crmany,
Miggigy 3,
Sfarves humanity

on of the Gospel throughout the world. 1 cireum.
© claim is made that the German missions must under all cir

Stances continue to work in all the mission-fielda in which they were active
defore the war. Tt is possible that our weakened Fatherlan(.l 1fmst D'.lso
Mmpoge restrictions upon itself in this respect. Our German nissions h.‘lw:la
alw&)’s shown due understanding for certain rules and precantions entaile

by the attsg -
itude of the natives of a country.
But gpe demand, first of all, that our rights and our good name be

Testoreq 14 us — that is to say, that our fields of work be restored to us

as g matt L,
or of principle. )
issi i r present

Then governments and missions, former missionaries and their p

representatives may discuss in a dignified and objecti've manner, hozv len
Godrg hame the future i to be ghaped. We have no desire to .ho]d back the
tar of Progress in a spirit of stubbornness. But we do not wish to‘ look on
With fettered hands and see the work in which God has blessed ous f‘atlllers
40d ourgelyes go to ruin. The British missions do not possess the mission-

7) See The Challenge, London, May 10, 1918,
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, if they
aries necessary to supplant us in our fields of labor. {&nd evel’lonli1 Jence
possessed the men, these do not know the language nor CIIJ(’)’.th,e ca oy wOT
of the natives. If mauch of the noblest and most faithful mission sonarics
in the world is not to be irreparably damaged, the German mfs‘vherei
must be given back the majority of their ficlds of activity. BY arselves
may he deemed suitable to place this work in other hands, we °0wer
would wish to aid in finding these hands, and do all in owr I)hed an
prevent our congregations — which cannot be shoved and pl,ls & harm
handed from one to another like empty boxes — from S}lﬁerlno insigh
Wherever a change is to be made, this change must be inspu'ed byvevel' W
and conscientiousness and not carried out by brute force. W}‘“ nd B
yield our place to others we wish to do so of our own free will 2
be driven out like criminals. to0d evell
Ought not these simple truths and clear rights be understo thoug
by those foreign Christians who profess our common creed — even ; their
they may think differently than we ahout the war? And should n?l done
consciences force them to speak out-—as a few of them have alres {ibcrty
in so commendable a manner — and enter the lists valiantly for %he erile ?
of the Christian mission in the very hour in which it is most 1anr wi
But cven if they should remain silent, we, the people of Luthew’mdly
nevertheless remain faithful to the truth. We shall enter upon 10 o thab
nor dishonest compromises. We raise our voices in this crucial hour ISI o
these voices may be loud in the ears of the men in power in enemy la! Yots
Give back to German Christendom its fields of missimb'“’oﬂ.c sianityr
who professed to have gone forth to battle for the ideals of Christt of 8
do not rob the envoyship of Christ of its uprighiness nor the freedo™
ways, to which its kingly service has so inalienable a right!

AFTERWORD.

“COndi-

Just as this pamphlet was going to press, I was handed the ao rmal

tions of Peace” which were submitted to the representatives of th?} o regl
Government at Versailles on May 7, 1919. Their proposal for th

; 5
lation of the mission question is embodied in Arbicle 438 and red
follows: —

- igiou?
The Allied and Associated Powers agree that where Christian Eﬁl;itor_y
missions were being maintained by German societies or persons ont them m
belonging to them, or of which the government is entrusted tO'ssiorls or
accordance with the present Treaty, the property which these mise yhose
missionary societies possessed, including that of trading 80

cietles, ©oted
profits were devoted to the support of missions, shall continue t;) 1;3‘5 unde*”
to missionary purposes. In order to ensure the due execution 0

ty
oper
taking the Allied and Associated Governments will hand over Su"lnllg sp an‘}
to boards of trustees appointed by or approved by the.Goverilhe duty
composed of persons holding the Christian faith. It will be 2 Plied to
such hoards ‘of trustees to see that the property continucs to be ap. '
misgionary purposes. . ernme?
The obligations undertaken by the Allied and Associated Gover' y 88

. s rib
in this Article will not in any way prejudice their control or autho
to the individuals by whom the missions are conducted.
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Gel‘many, taking note of the above undertaking, agrees to accept all
made or to be made by the Allied or Associated Governments

Arrangementy
Soneerned for carrying on the work of the said missions or trading societies

and waives all claims on their behalf.

One need only compare this Article 438 with the provisos of Article ¢
of the Congo Acts in order clearly to realize the fatal retrogression from
the freedom, of Ohristian missions fo their enslavement. In the Congo Acts
the Powers pledge themselves “to protect and to further withont distinetion
of nationality or creed all religious, scientific, and charitable undertakings

esigned to ingtruct the natives and to make clear to them the advantages
and the value of civilization.” The Christian missionaries were to be
accorded “special protection.” “Liberty of conscience and religious toler-
ance were expressly guaranteed to the natives, as well as to all nationals
and foreigners, The free and public exercige of all religions, the right to
builq houses of worship, no matter to what creed they may be devoted,
were to he subject to no hindrance nor restriction.”

These provisions reflected the progress of modern humanity and the
humane, liberal attitude which British policy had adopted during its best
Period, 3yt in Article 438 we behold what England has become u31der
t?m Operation of an imperialistic policy of might before right. The )rlola-
tion of the German imissions is by this article extended to every continent.
The German missionaries of hoth confessions, some 3,000 men and women,
2T¢ 0 be driven from all their fields of labor; with the exception of the
Duteh colonial possessions. The property which German Christians have
accumulateq through their alms and donations in the course of two hund1:ed
Years, the stations whieclt the industry of German missionaries has built
and planted in the wilderness, are to he seized by the power of the sta?e
Without, 5 shadow of right or justice, and this state is to decree who is
to administer all this in the future. .

More than a million and a half Christians, inquirers, and pupils are
?0 lose their spiritual gnides. Apart from the Duteh colonies, Germany
18 no longer to have any share in the work of Clhirist. The gfz'ea.ter paft
of the German mission societies may suspend their activities, dismiss their
missionaries, shut up their seminaries. In that very moment when all
. Chriﬂti&ns, without distinction of nationality, should endeavor of one accord

0 make good the terrible damage which has also been inflicted upon the
non-Christian world during these years of war, and to h‘ea.l the bltterr'less
and hate among themselves, a new and insuperable bar is erccted against
the Germap Christians, .

But if brate foree is now to be permitted to do as it pleases Wlf:,]l the
Germay missionaries and the property of the German missions, what in the
Tuture iq to prevent it from also doing as it pleases with the work.ers and
?he Possessions of other missions? Are they unable to see that Article 438

'S chiefly devised in order to reinforce the power of tl'le Stat‘e over the
bristian missions, instead of guarantecing and protecting their freedom

and effectiveness ?
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Article 438 demands that Germany sha
raging of the German missions.

the

ressly agreé 60 ¥ than
1 exp ¥ ral
this demanded of a government?

; e LMY
Was ever anything move

2
\ ::Peace
. ; ith thest i
Article )38 can be understood only in conmcm.ondw:uoul e qwﬂ”:z
conditions, conditions which, were they to be realized,

S
Iy eﬂws ]
’ . . red, Uitt the
less than an unfathomable, inewhaustible source of .ha" m;wm such @ ng
dissension among the nations. They represent an instr ]

, : joal WM
world has never before seen, an instrument forged with dwz(;:tpossibil@”i;
and penetration in order to cut off the German pc’ol’le_f rom dern form ! &
of development for an indefinite time to come, and i ™0 ohat wcht
under the guise of right, that is, by pledged ireaties, 0 do ®

[
. in perhops
nezzar did against Judah and Rome against Oarthage W P

mort
brutal, but @ more open form,

1 0
. elves fev
In all lands horror and indignation are making themse®

i
o wdding
this monstrous crime which is contemplated against .the fn 1ot 70
an entire people. The Socialists have raised their vOwWes
WHAT WILL THE CHRISTIANS DO?




