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1. Walther on the Organization of the Missouri Synod.

In a letter to Dr. Sihler, written in 1847, Dr. Walther re-
marks : — ‘

“T must confess that I have a kind of horror of a real repre-
sentative constitution (einer eigentlichen Repr aesenlativverfassung)-
I do not find it in Holy Scripture. Now, it is true that we Chris-
tians may exercise our liberty as regards our constitution, but I can-
not rid myself of thls opinion: the more freedom a church govern-
ment in a free state like ours affords, the more efficient it wﬂl be,
provided that the Word is preached in all its power in the congre:
gations. On the other hand, everything coercive that does not flow
immediately from the Word easily causes opposition by refusal to
comply and lays the foundation for frequent separations. Hitherto
T have not viewed a synodical organization as a concentration of
ecclesiastical power. I thought that it was only to exhibit the
ecclesiastical union of the separate congregations, unite its resources
and forces in a war upon the oncoming ruin in doctrine and life,
and for carrying on operations for the common welfare of the
Church, for preserving and advancing unity in faith and love, for
aiming by way of commendation for the greatest uniformity pos-
sible in liturgy, for making a well-ordered disposition of the min-
istry possible, for setting up a court of arbitration for preachers
and congregations to which recourse might be had, or not, ete.
I was of the opinion that all matters pertaining to the internal
administration of individual congregations should not be subject to
the disposing and judicial power of the Synod.” )

1) From Life of Loehe, p. 28
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Missouri Synod. — The Nebraska District Messenger, in its
jubilee edition for March, calls attention to a coincidence: J ubilate
Sunday, May 7,— the date chosen for our Jubilee services,— is also
the anniversary of the death of Dr. Walther, to whom Dr. Sihler ac-
corded the chief credit for the organization of the Missouri Synod. —
An appreciation of the late Daniel Landsmann, our first missionary
to the Jews at Now York, where he ministered from 1883 to 1896, has
been published by Rev. Paul I. Morentz, B.D., in the American Lu-
theran Survey for March. D.

The Synodical Conference. — Like a heartening message in times
of despondency and a sort of spiritual balm come the sturdy words
which Governor R. E. Nestos, of North Dakota, on Founders’ Day
spoke in regard to educators at public schools who attacked religion.
The Lutheran Sentinel for March 1 and the Lutheran Church Herald
for March 7 report the Governor as follows: “The constitution and
the law, declared the Governor, provided that sectarian religious doc-
trine might not be taught, that instruction in religion might not be
a part of the university courses under the law, but he also held that
the same constitution and the same laws that stopped the lips of the
instructors in the afirmation of religion also acted as a bar to the
teaching of the opponents of religion. . . . It is agreed that these
precautions were wise, declared the Governor, after he had concluded
a review of the laws, and it is quite generally conceded to-da.y that
those who teach in the State institutions should not engage In any
religious instruction in or about the institution, and I am pleased to
say that seldom, if ever, are the provisions of the constitution and laws
violated, as far as any positive religious instruction in any of our
State institutions is concerned. But a practise has grown up in many
of the Statc institutions which is infinitely worse, and which con-
stitutes just as direct a violation of the spirit of the provisions of
our constitution and laws as would any teaching of specific denomi-
national doctrines. This consists of attacks made by teachers in the
classroom or upon the campus in the presence of students upon fun-
damental doctrines of the Church, upon elements of the faith of the
founders of the institutions, and of the men and women who furnish
the financial support of these State institutions, and who send their
children here to them for instruction and guidance. The teachers
who have been guilty of this practise seem to have assumed that the
enabling act, the congtitution, and the laws are being violated only
when the teachers at the State institutions advocate positive denomi-
national doctrines and teachings. They seem to think that sarcasm
and sneering attacks upon the faith of the founders and their de-
scendants and the teaching of doctrines especially designed to under-
mine that faith, do not constitute a violation of these constitutional
and legal provisions. My conviction is that any such teaching under-
mining the fundamentals of religious faith, and the sarcastic attacks

/
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Concordia. Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo, : —

Ebenezer. Reviews of the Work of the Missouri Synod during Three Quar-
ters of a Century. Edited by W.II.T. Dawn. $2.00.

Tempora mutantur, et nos mutemur in illis. That is true also of the
Missouri Synod. The history of her seventy-five years of existence records
remarkable changes everywhere — changes as to her membership, numbers,
Districets, churches, parochial schools, colleges, seminaries, periodicals, pub-
lications, home missions, foreign missions, charitable institutions, ete. IHow-
ever, while many things indeed are altered when in the course of time an
acorn develops into a mighty tree, the original nature of the acorn is faith-
fully retained in the oak. As to nature, Missouri, too, throughout her en-
tire history, has remained the same internally, though undergoing great
changes externally. Her constitution, adopted 1847, did not suffer any
alterations whatever in the points of doetrinal basis, of church polity, of
principles of practise, and of Synod’s purposes. Missouri never did make
any “progress” in her attitude toward the Bible, the Confessions, the Small
Catechism of Luther, the fundamentals of the old Christian faith, and her
theology and ecclesiastical practise generally. More so than any other
larger religious body of our age she retained her original spiritualiidentity.
This fact that, while her hody manifests & powerful development, the heart,
the soul, the mind, the spirit of Missouri always remained the same is‘the
subject deseribed and celebrated from ever-differing angles in the symposium
of essays presented in this Jubilee book, Ebenezer.

The first essay, written by Prof. Buenger, offers interesting details re-
speeting the carly history of the Saxon Immigrants of 1839 (numbering, all
told, ahout 1,000 persons), their deliverance from the hicrarchical schemes
of Stephan, and quotations from an address delivered by Walther on the
Fourth of July, 1853, revealing how thoroughly he was imbued with the
spirit of American freedom. “The country that we have chosen as our new
home,” says Walther, “stands hefore our eyes and the cyes of an admiring
world as the greatest miracle of the century —a tree grown high bheyond
comparison, laden with thousands of golden fruits of human industry, and
at the same time covered by uncounted developing blossoms that promise to
bear without interruption new fruits of human endeavor. Thrice blessed
may this day he! On it the foundation of a state was laid in which frec-
dom of religion and conscience has been made a principle of government.
Blessed this land in which we enjoy this freedom! As this country offers
civil freedom to religion, so may religion bring to it heavenly blessings. . . .
May the Lord of nations, who until now so manifestly ruled over and blessed
this nation, let His face henceforth graciously shine over our North Ameri-
can free States, confound all attacks which the enemies of this Union of
States may make upon its freedom, rear in this land, to His glory, a pious,
free, and happy people, and always place as its leaders virtuous men of
wisdom and of fearless and strong action! Hail to thee, Americal
Hail! Hail!”

The early differences hetween Vehse and other lay immigrants, on the
one hand, and the Saxon ministers, on the other, are also alluded to, but not
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characterized specifically. Yet it is correctly stated that “they had pointed
out from Luther’s writings and those of Lutheran theologians many im-
portant principles in their Protestationschrift of September 19, 1839, ad-
dressed to Loeber, Keyl, Buerger, and the Walther brothers,” — principles
concerning the Church, the ministerial office, and church government which
Walther applied correctly and led to victory in his memorable debate with
Dr. Marbach, 1841, and in his later publications. Thus from the very be-
ginning the influence of laymen was felt in the Saxon congregations.

The second essay, on “Dr, C. F. W. Walther,” which will appeal to the
readers because of its personal note, is written by Rev. J. A. Friedrich, whose
diploma, dated April 21, 1887, a facsimile of which is also reproduced, was
the last that Walther signed. The essay presents the well-known facts of
Walther’s life, whose pages are practically identical with the corresponding
pages of the Synod he founded. TFriedrich also feels warranted in stating:
“Although Walther has now been sleeping the sleep of the blessed for more
than thirty-four years, yet his spirit is still active in our Synod, and men
who were trained by him are now preparing others for the ministry and
teaching them to fight the same good fight which Walther began many
years ago.” Concerning Walther’s interest in English work we read: “He
sald on one occasion: ‘God has brought us into this country, and without
our merit has given us the pure doctrine also for the purpose that we should
spread it in the language of our country. But, alas! we did not do what
we should have done, and T fear God will punish us for our negligence and
take away from us Germans the great blessings which He bestowed upon
us hecause we did not do in the English language what we should have
done. ... Walther with a clear vision saw that in the future a great part
of our work must be done in English, and he was ready to assist in any-
thing which might help to prepare for this .work. In 1872 he attended a
free conferenee of English-speaking Lutherans at Gravelton, Mo. The result
of this confercnce was the organization of the “English Lutheran Conference
of Missouri,” which was later on suceeeded by the ‘English Lutheran Synod
of Missourl,’” since 1911 the “English District of the Missouri Synod.””

The topic of the third ‘essay, by Rev. H. Birkner, is “Der Lutheraner,”
the periodical which served, as it were, as the megaphone that carried
Walther’s voice and the Lutheran truths which he and the Saxon jmmi-
grants had experienced anew heyond the horders of Missouri and Illinois,
to Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, New York, and, before long, farther east, to
Europe, and farther west, to Australia. Instantly and instinctively its true
Lutheran ring was recognized by such men as Wyneken, Sihler, and loyal
Lutherans everywhere, thus serving materially to unite and prepare them
for the organization of 1847. “What must have struck the reader [of the
Lutheraner] as the most distinetivo feature,” says Birkner, “was the authori-
tative and decided tone in which it spoke on matters Lutheran, the firm
stand it took in defense of pure Lutheranism, and the intrepid courage with
which it proposed to attack error wherever found, whether with the sects or
among the pseudo-Lutherans.” “Because of the latter fact,” he continues,
“it has been held against Walther and his coworkers of those early days
on the stafl of Der Lutheraner that they were of u fighting disposition and
loved a fight for its own sake. This is a grievous mistake. Most assuredly,
they had not come to America for the purpose of becoming involved in con-
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troversy, but had sought the wilds of the West that they might build their
house in quiet and contentment, far removed from the strife and contentions
of others. But they stood up for their convictions, and yielded to none
who would rob them of the treasures of their Church. As well call him
who declines to be robhed of the family jewels a fighter as call Walther
and his colleagues brawlers and troublemakers for defending their Lutheran
patrimony and telling others to be on their guard against ecclesiastical
bighwaymen.”

With a skilful hand Rev. J. W. Theiss draws the picture of the most
sympathetic figure of our Synod: Wyneken, who, entirely apart from the
services which he rendered as a pastor and as the first General President,
is universally considered the ideal and model of a zealous and self-
sacrificing practical missionary, and must also be regarded not only as
our first and most enthusiastic missionary promoter in Germany (where,
by his letters on the spiritual distress of the Germans in America, by his
published eloquent appeal for help, and by his personal appearance and his
numerous fiery addresses he aroused Lutheran Germany to take a lively and
efficient interest in the mission-work in America and won among others such
able patrons and managers of this work as Petri, Wucherer, and particularly
Loehe proved to be), but also as the originator of our practical seminary
in Fort Wayne; for several years before Sihler and Loeche began to put
their powerful shoulders to the wheel and opened the school in 1846 with
11 scholars, Wyneken had already begun to prepare two students for the
practical ministry, Fricke (Frincke) and Jaebker. As appears from pas-
sages quoted by Theiss from the pamphlet published in Germany, Wyneken
was the advocate not only of inner, or home, missions, but also of what we
now call eity mission. “The ministers,” he says, “have enough, yea, more
than enough to do with those who voluntarily commit themselves to their
spiritual care. But who goes forth to the dens of infamy, into the busy
factories, where carnal minds are laboring merely for the bread of this
present life? Who calls the countless sinners who do not at all concern
themselves about church and divine worship? Behold, here we need mis-

sionaries who are burning with zeal for the Lord and neither dread the

pitying scofls of the worldly wise nor the diabolical laughter of abject
indecency, but force their way into their houses and into their hearts to
win them for Christ. But these missionaries are wanting.” Pastor Haes-
bart certainly was right when, as early as 1839, he spoke of Wyneken as
a Christian hero of a type one looks for only in days long gone by.

The brief sketeh of Dr. William Sihler (the man of firm convicetions and
instantaneous decisions, the character who knew no waverings and oscilla-
tions of will, the sincere and straightforward Israelite in whom there was
no guile, the active, energetic, and morally unbending leader, ete.) is
written by Rev. Broecker, from whose presentation we quote as follows:
“Speaking of his eonversion, Sihler compares it with that of St. Paul in
that it was brought about suddenly, almost violently, without the instru-
mentality of man or book. After having given way to o violent fit of

anger, he was struck to the floor and immediately became conscious of his

wretched and damnable condition. But just as instantaneously Christ ap-
peared in his heart with His saving grace. Sihler was now a new man.
As such he henceforth bore himself. The Bible now became his constant
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companion. His life from now on was a manifestation of the new light.”
In a gimilar manner Sihler was enlisted for serviee in America. Broecker
yelates: “On one of his trips to a friend in the ministry God’s providence
put into Sihler’s hand a copy of Rev. Wyneken’s stirring appeal for pastors
for the scattered Lutherans in America. Instantly he seemed to hear the
Tord calling: ‘You must go!”” After Sihler had conferred with the Dres-
den Mission Society and with Loehe, he left for America, where he was
zealous in promoting genuine Lutheranism, prominent in organizing the
Missouri Synod, active in shaping Synod’s destinies, and ever on the alert
to guard and preserve her purity in doctrine, practise, and life.

The warmest, most energetic and resourceful supporter won by Wyne-
ken for the mission-work in America was Pastor Loehe. Says Professor
Gracbner, who relates the story of Loche’s foundations and emissaries:
“A missionary society, with headquarters in the town of Stade, had issued
an Appeal for Aid for the German Protestant Church in North Amenrica,
which quoted from statements of the pioneer missionary Friedrich Wyneken,
in which the spiritual distress of German TLutherans in the States was set
forth. Toehe rcad this appeal, and in the Noerdlingen Sonntagsblati,
edited. by Pastor Wucherer, gave it wide publicity in the cirele of congre-
gations by which he was recognized as leader. No.2 of the 1841 volume of
the Sonntagsblatt contained Loehe’s ‘Address to the Readers” . .. The first
to enlist for the cause, through the Dresden society, was Adam Ernst,
a cobhler’s apprentice, who in Bohemia had read the Appeal for America.
He had heen a pupil of Pastor Wucherer. Very soon another lahorer ten-
dered his services, George Burger, a native of Noerdlingen. Both Ernst
and Burger desired to become schoolteachers, and with this end in view
took lodgings in Neuendettelsau, where Loche himself instructed them for
a year. On July 11, 1842, these first two missioners of Loehe — Sendlinge
he called them — received their commissions.” Apart from later develop-
ments, Loehe’s theology was from the very beginning infected with Roman-
ism, which to some extent entered also his work in America, ¢. g., his com-
missions and detajled constitutions for the congregations. These also
smacked of paternalism, and despite their clever and ingenious concep-
tion lacked true wisdom, inasmuch as they were made without sufficient
knowledge and proper regard for Amecrican conditions. Loche might have
known that in the long run Lutheran congregations in America could be
run successfully from Neuendettelsau no more than formerly the congrega-
?IOPS in Delaware from Sweden. To he sure, Missouri did not hecome what
it is without Loche. We agree when Professor Grachner says: “The Mis-
souri Synod recognizes the debt which it owes to the missionary fervor of
this man, and the breach of friendly relations which followed must ever
remain a source of keen regret.” However, in the providence of God, the
"breach which was bound to come proved a blessing rather than a bane, for
it effec.tually closed the doors of the Lutheran Church in America to
Romanistic principles and autocratic tendencies and opened wide the gates
to powerful home initiative and independent action. Had Loehe’s influence
prevailed, says Graebner, “we ghould not now,possess in our Synod that
freedom of the local congregation which is the keystone of our organization
as a corporate body.” And the fact that not a single onc of his emissaries
and foundations remained loyal to Loehe, whom they all, in more than one
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respect, admired, is a most remarkable and emphatic vote of confidence in
the Lutheranism and able leadership of the men of Missouri, whom, sig-
nificantly cnough, Loehe charged with democratic and American tendencies.

The organization of the Missouri Synod on April 26, 1847, in the church
of Pastor C. A.T. Sclle, Chicago, is related by Rev. H.Kowert. The small
body (22 pastors and 12 congregations) differed from all then existing Lu-
theran synods chiefly in the following three points: 1. its unqualified and
ex animo adoption of, and complete doctrinal agreement with, the entire
Book of Concord; 2. its determined renunciation of every kind of in-
differentism, unionism, and unionistic cooperation; 3. its unqualified recog-
nition of the independence of every local congregation and equality of
clerical and lay delegates, together with her formal declaration that Synod
is not a legislative, but an advisory body, whose resolutions have binding
force on individual congregations only when by them adopted and endorsed.

Walther has heen justly called a peace theologian, who stood for the
final realization of one united Evangelical Lutheran Church of North
America. And in her relations toward other Lutheran synods Missouri,
too, stood for peace and union, but for a union on the hasis of truth and
veracity only. This is the gist of Professor Engelder’s essay, “Why Mis-
souri Stood Alone.” Nor was Walther overrigoristic in withholding church-
fellowship from his opponents. Quoting from Lehre und Wehre (2, 380),
the Professor writes: “When Ohio in 1856 urged Missouri and Buffalo to
endeavor to establish fraternal relations, Walther, ‘receiving the admonition
with sincere gratitude’ and pointing out ‘that true union can spring only
from the unity of faitl,’ concludes with the peace offer: °If, however, in
case an agreement in doctrine cannot be reached at present, the Buffalo
Synod will refrain from anathematizing our doctrine and, as to what has
been done on our side in conscquence thereof, will let hygones he hygones,
and thus accept our offer of reconciliation, we would consider it our sacred
duty to maintain, even though our doetrinal difference he not yet removed,
fraternal relations with Buffalo.” As for the various controversics of the
Missouri Synod, they, too, are treated, though briefly, in separatc essays.
Pastor Both writes on “The Missouri Synod and the Buffalo Synod,” Pro-
fessor Fritz on “Missouri and Iowa,” and Prof.'J.T. Mueller on “The Pre-
destinarian Controversy.”

After their disillusionment and deliverance from the tyranny of
Stephan, it became the fixed purpose of the Saxons in Missouri to return
in everything to the Secriptural truths as restored by Luther, later eccle-
siastical developments and doctrinal deviations to the contrary notwith-
standing. The first point in which they hegan to reoccupy old Lutheran
ground was the then well-nigh forgotten doctrine concerning the Church,
the Ministry, and the rights and proper relations of both, a doctrine which,
despite temporary strong opposition, is at present endorsed or at least acted
upon by practically all Lutheran congregations in America. The clear
understanding of these doctrines not only enabled Missouri to break the
fetters of inherited ecclesiastical conditions, hierarchical prineiples, and
autocratic customs, but also, as Rev. Steffens, who contributed the essay on
this matter, puts it, to lay “strong foundations and to build plumb and
true,” as appears from the constitutions framed by Walther. In a pre-
ceding paragraph we alluded to the share which laymen took in those dis-
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cussions. Steffens writes: “With characteristic humility Walther grate.
fully recognizes his indebtedness to another document which antedated his
sentences, namely, the ‘Public Profestation against the False, Medieval,
Papistic, and Sectarian Stephanistic System of Church Government.’ It
was published by Doctor Carl Eduard Vehse, Heinrich Eduard Fischer, and
Gustav Jaeckel and addressed to Pastors Loeber, Keyl, Buerger, and the
two Walthers. Briefly stated, it is an attempt on the part of Christian
laymen to define and state the true Lutheran doctrine of church organi-
zation and government, together with the correct and proper relation of
pastor and congregation. It is a compilation of quotations from Luther
and the Confessions, as well as from other recognized teachers of the Church.

"The authors justify their protest by urging that it ‘was the chief purpose

of the whole emigration to make truly free on this free soil the Evangelical
Lutheran Church, which had indeed been oppressed.’ Walther says: ‘With-
out this writing we, perhaps, would still have gone many a false way, which
we now have happily avoided.’” - Of course, the political freedom and lib-
erty of America which the Saxons were enjoying favored and cleared the
track for these efforts, or at least did not hinder the return to the spiritual
and ecclesiastical freedom set forth by Luther, but it certainly did not
occasion, cause, or produce it, as was insinuated by some of Walther's
opponents in America and Burope, where indeed, in more than one point,
the doctrine concerning the relation of the church and the ministry had
been molded in a manner to correspond not with the Word of God and
Luther’s teaching, but with the existing autocratic civil conditions. Steffens
pertinently quotes from Walther’s Introduction to Kirche und Amt: “We
have not molded the doctrine of our Church according to our conditions,
but we have molded these according to the doctrine of our Church. To him
who doubts this we cheerfully say: ‘Come and see; and him who with
astonishment finds principles and doctrines which he has hitherto shunued
with horror as teachings of religious enthusiasts (Schwaermereien), pre-
sented by us as principles and doctrines of the Lutheran Church, we can
cheerfully refer to the proofs we have adduced, permitting him the choice
of either leaving us the reputation of Lutheran orthodoxy or denying this
to a great cloud of faithful witnesses from Luther down to a Baier and
a Hollaz.”

' The former hap'py, tender, and truly God-pleasing relations between the
Missouri Synod and the Norwegians (a relation at present faithfully and
in the same spirit continued by the Norwegian Synod organized 1918 and
numbering about 40 pastors and 40 churches) is delincated in a most sympa-
thetic and illuminative manner by Dr. 8. C. Ylvisaker. We cannot refrain
from quoting at least several passages. Speaking of the early sincere
mutual regard, the Doctor says: “This sentiment was voiced repeatedly in
especially tender terms when Professors Walther, Craemer, and Sihler in
1864 appeared at the synodical convention of the Norwegian Synod as
official delegates of the Missouri Synod. At the same convention, President
H. A. Preus, after reviewing conditions in the Lutheran Church, says con-

‘corning the Missouri Synod: “We acknowledge with gratitude toward God

that one German Lutheran Synod, the Missouri Synod, has not been satis-
fied only to bear the Lutheran name, but has unhesitatingly brought forth
the testimonies of the Lutheran fathers, without fear held aloft the banner
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of the Lutheran Church, the pure doctrine, zealously guarded it within the
synod itself, and with boldness and courage, as well as with learning, de-
fended it against external enemies. . . . And when we rejoice at the
fraternal relations which exist between our small and youthful synod and
this older and larger body, we are certain that they, by the gracious help
of God, will remain, as they have been, of blessed consequence to us in our
endeavor to know and hold fast the pure doctrine and to abide by the
Word of God.”” In 1863 Rev. Ottesen, a prominent member of the Nor-
wegian Synod, wrote: “I also bless and honor these experienced teachers of
the Migsouri Synod who in the hands of God became instruments to cstab-
lish me in the same [truth] here in a forcign land. ... DBecause Walther
teaches pure doctrine and proves it from Seripture and does fot only come
with his ‘views,’ . . . therefore we love him and are glad to receive instruc-
tion from him.” After quoting these and similar passages, Ylvisaker con-
tinues: “That the attitude of the Norwegian Synod [toward Missouri] was
unchanged forty years later, is clear from the following quotation (H.Hal-
vorson in Synodens Festskrift, 1903): ‘It may certainly with justice be
called an extraordinarily bountiful, magnanimous help which the Missouri
Synod has accorded our church-body during the period of about twenty-five
years that our students have enjoyed the instruction at its excellent schools.
Dr. Walther’s Luther-lectures and his both stirring and inspiring presenta-
tion of pastoral theology will never be forgotten by the many who had him
as their teacher. Our Norwegian students there received a spiritual capital
which, in the case of so many of them, has brought the greatest returns for
themselves and the congregations to which they were sent, and for Synod
and the Church as a whole. They learned to grasp the distinction between
Law and Gospel as they had not learned it hitherto; they learned to under-
stand what true Christianity and true Lutheranism is, and not only to
understand it, but — and this was of infinitely greater value— they were
brought into a personal and close relation to the Lord Jesus, and they
learned obedicnce toward His Word both as to what they should believe
and what they should do. . .. What a blessing this has brought to our
congregations and our whole Synod, even the whole Norwegian Lutheran
Church in this country, we can realize only in part. . .. DBut this is cer-
tain, that Dr. Walther, by his thoroughly Christian character, by his great
humility, by his personality patterned after the image of Christ, by his rich
and productive mind, by his intimate acquaintance with the works of
Luther, by his clearness and firmness in confession, by his thoroughly
Christian and truly churchly and Lutheran view-point, has both in and
through his excellent writings and in and through his many faithful dis-
ciples, planted a seed among us Norwegian Lutherans which to this day has
borne blessed fruit for the knowledge of the truth, God’s revealed truth, for
its propagation, its preservation, and establishment in the preéent genera-
tion, and will bear blessed fruit in future generations. His memory will
live and shine on the firmament of the Church of God with a luster prob-
ably still more glorious in future days, and he will remain a teacher for
all time to come.”

We cannot refrain from calling particular attention to the interesting
essay contributed by Dr. E. G. Sihler, in which he not only deseribes the
early college life in Fort Wayne and the seminary life in St. Louis, as ex-
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perienced and witnessed by himself, but gives utterance to several opinions
in which all who know will fully concur. Of the first faculty of the Fort
Wayne college (Sihler, Saxer, Schick, Lange) the Doctor says: “In all the
life and interaction of those rare men there was a pure fraternal devotion,
a unity of spiritual aim, a simple directness, a veritable habit of self-denial,
a cheerful willingness to rough it, a dedication of uncommon qualities to
the furtherance of Christian doctrine and Christian life at all points of
personal and churchly contact, the full measure of which is best known to
Him alone whom they. strove to serve.” Of the St. Louis Professors (Wal-
ther, Cracmer, Brohm, Brauer): “In my later academic preparation at the
universities of Berlin and Leipzig, as well as at the newly established Johns
Hopkins University at Baltimore, during a period of full six years (1872-75
and 1876-79), I studied under, and observed with keenest interest, some of
the foremost scholars of the nineteenth century, but those four in St. Louis
stand apart, even so. I mean this: their souls and all their striving were
devoted to the eternal concerns of the Son of God, and to cverything here in
the world, within their own field and opportunity, that could advance the
Kingdom of God. T am writing as an elderly man, or, if you prefer, an old
man, and half a century has gone by. They planned, worked, directed, en-
couraged, or inhihited, strove, on the gix week-days preciscly as on Sundays
— they were, in a word, I am deeply convineed, consistent, genuine, faithful
Christians, and they were highly fit to be Christian leaders just because
they were such Christians — ‘dass ich nicht andern predige und sclbst ver-
werflich werde’ ” Of the Missouri Synod in general: “Never was Missouri
80 great as when she was still small: small to the eyc and hy the standards
of worldly impressiveness; great in consecration, leadership, and the living
trust in the imperishable foundations.”

Looking for the causes of the sound development of the slender sapling
planted 1847 into a stately tree, Professor Mezger assigns as the chief
factor the public preaching of God’s Word. “Public preaching,” says ‘he,
“the Word of God spoken by men of God whom He Himself has chosen and
“called through His congregation for this task, has heen at all times the
mightiest means of spreading His kingdom, of building His Church, both
externally and internally,” From the very beginning this truth was realized
by Missourl. “Dr. Walther remarks in his American Pastoral Theology,
p- 77: ‘There can he no greater faithlessness a pastor may be guilty of in
his work, there is no surer way in his high and holy office to earn for him-
self God’s wrath and damnation, than if he does not with all diligence, by
meditation, study, and prayer, try to give to his congregation in his ser-
mons the very best he can give according to his abilities.’” Professor Mezger
continues: “Seventy-five years have passed, and we again say it with devout
thanks to God whose work it is: Still we have His Word pure and clear,
these streams of living waters are still flowing among us. Manifold and
various are the gifts and talents God has bestowed on our preachers, their
sermons differ in many ways in their outward form and make-up, they use
different tongues and languages, but in one respect the sermons that are
heard in our Synod are the same everywhere. All our ministers preach the
Word, the Word that can save, and really does save, poor, lost sinners.
What an inestimable blessing of our Lord!” “In our churches not the
philosophies of men, not political or economic wisdom, not questions of

”»
3
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social reforms concerning the external welfare of our race are discussed,
but the Word is proclaimed, the Law of God, not to make man holy and
just in God’s sight, but to convince him how utterly sinful and lost he is
in himself, and above all, the Gospel of Christ, and Him crucified for our
transgressions, — that joyful message for every poor sinner, that man is
freely justified, without the deeds of the Law, by God’s grace, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, by faith alone in Him, who
is our justification and our peace with God, our Creator. We still hear
from our pulpits the true and only Gospel of Christ, ‘the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believeth’ And such preaching bears
fruit, brings results.”

In his essay on the Jubilee celebrated 1872 at St. Louis, Rev. M. Walker
says: “There can be no doubt that the St. Louis synod of 1872 was a happy,
enthusiastic, and richly blessed convention. And yet, to our surprise, we
find no reference whatever in Lehre und Wehre to the Jubilee (compared
with a report of seven pages on the Detroit Convention of 1920). And even
in the Lutheraner (which to-day gives over almost a whole issue to such
a Jubilee) we find no mention of the Jubilee or the convention, after the
preliminary notices, expecting a brief, five-inch editorial comment by Pro-
fessor Walther, from which we quote the essential part: ‘On our recent con-
vention at St. Louis we would report, for the benefit of those who could not
attend, that it was truly what had been intended —a grand celebration.
The Lord gave grace to the convention to remember with great joy His
unspeakable mercies and unitedly to thank and praise Him for all tl_xc
blessings which He in His grace and faithfulness has showered upon us in
the past twenty-five years.’” Whatever this may prove as to their appre-
ciation of publicity, it eertainly does not furnish a foundation for a charge
of vanity or immodesty against our fathers. In his Jubilee sermon Walther
remarked: “Even now God lets us see such rich fruit of our planting and
watering that we must now alrcady, if we would not be dammably un-
grateful, exclaim: ‘The Lord hath done great things for us, whercof we are
glad’” But pointing to signs of oncoming lukewarmness and of the passing
of the first love in the congregations, he sorrowfully added: “Even our
ministry is mo more what it was twenty-five years ago.” Vice-President
Brobm said in his address: “When our Synod was organized on April 26,
1847, there were present only 12 voting pastors with lay delegates from
their congregations, and also 12 advisory pastors and candidates; to-day
their number has risen to 450. Then our synodical members were scattered
here and there over 6 States; now 25 States and Canada are represented. /
In every one of the large cities we have one or more congregations. Then
there were but a few parish school teachers; to-day we have over 230 in
our Synod. ... True, we cannot deny that other church-bodies have also
had a tremendous growth in the past twenty or thirty ycars, However,
what distinguishes us from*them is the pure, unadulterated confession of
the Lutheran faith. That is the very heart of our Synod; that is the golden
chain that binds us together; that is the banmer about which we rally;
that is the goal toward which we ever strive. In this confession God
Almighty has hitherto preserved us; therein He has established us through
varied ’trials and experiences.” Thus, fifty years ago our fathers could look
back upon a quarter of a century’s growth, which indeed was a sound and
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healthy growth. The same standard must be applied to-day. Not any old
kind of growth, but only sound growth spells true success., Mere numbers
prove nothing, for there is such a thing as a spongy, tumorous, cancerous
growth. Among Lutherans numbers are of value only in as far as they are
exponents of true Lutheranism. Let us, therefore, not forget to apply this
test to-day when our statistics report numbers out of all proportion to
those of 1847. ‘

The schools, colleges, normals, and seminaries of the Missouri Synod
may be viewed as her nurseries or power plants. The parochial schools feed
her colleges, and normals, the colleges feed her seminaries, and these, in turn,
fill her pulpits and chairs in her lower and higher institutions. Of course,
they are not overlooked in this comprehensive symposium. Dr.Krauss re-
lates the history of our parochial school system and of our normal schools
at River Forest and Seward, while Dr. Kretzmann describes “The Develop-
ment of Higher Education in the Missouri Synod.” — Nor has Concordia
Publis}}ing House, the high-power broadcasting station of Lutheran Gospel-
truth, which was always most closely connected with Concordia Seminary,
been overlooked. Mr. B. Seuel is represented with an article on the “Publi-
cation Activity of the Missouri Synod,” from which we cull: “Young Ferdi-
nand Walther, called from Perry County, Mo., to succeed his brother, Otto
Walther (} January 21, 1841), wag editorially and managerially the soul of
the [publication] enterprise, which, however, was so unassuming in the be-
ginning that the participants themselves did not realize that they were en-
gaging in the publishing business.” Again: “From a $3,000 investment it
has grown to a book value of nearly $800,000. ... In personnel it has grown
from four employees to 127; in area occupied, from a few hundred square
", feet to a little over three acres of floor space; in output, from a few
thousand sheets per annum to about three million sheets, from a few
hundredweight to forty carloads annual product.” In another contribution
to Ebenezer we read: “The founders of Synod were firm believers in the
Yalue ?f printers’ ink. Books and pamphlets began to appear in ever-
increasing numbers, and Synod soon realized the advantage of having its
own publication plant. The present manager of Concordia Publishing House
states correctly in a recent article: “There is probably no other agency that
has .bcfen more emphatieally or more consistently in American Lutheran
pu.bhclty work than Concordia Publishing House, for over fifty years
printers and publishers to the Missouri Synod.” ” )

) The Missouri Synod, numbering 22 pastors and 12 congregations when
it was organized in 1847, at present reports about 2,893 pastors, 1,100
teachers, ‘and 3,338 congregations. This phenomenal growth in the East
and Wes.t, North and South is deseribed in o number of articles. Dr.Hem-
meter gives detailed information concerning the growth in the East and
Southeast. Rev.Behnken’s topic is: “The Missouri Synod in the South and
Southwest.” Rev. E. Eckhardt describes “The March toward the Pacific
Coast.” And Dr. Pfotenhauer has an instructive article on “The Opening
Up of the Great Northwest.” Here work was begun in 1856, with the
result that to-day our holdings in the Northwest amount to 446 pastors,
60 teachers, 978 congregations and mission-places with about 128,988 souls.
A good deal of the suceess of our early pioneers must be ascribed to their
tenacity in never giving up as hopeless any station, no matter how few the
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hearers were. “This practise of being faithful in small things was wonder-

fully blessed by the Lord,” says Pfotenhauer. “In many localities” where,

forty or fifty years ago, the itinerant preacher would gather about him
a few hearers in a small room, there are to-day large, magnificent churches.”

The Doctor continues: “Our missionaries of the pioneer days of the North-

west have long finished their race. Their pictures are mot hung in the
State Capitol at St. Paul among the pioneers, their names are not men-

tioned in the history of the State, but they have contributed much to the
colonization of Minnesota and its rapid development. Above all, they have
heen to many the guides to life everlasting, and under severe trials and

hardships have they laid the foundation of a sound church organization. . . .

Those pioneers are to be numbered with the heroes of faith, deseribed in

the words of the Fpistle to the Hebrews: ‘They wandered about in sheep-

skins and goatskins, being destitute, afllicted, tormented; (of whom the
world wags not worthy;) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and

in dens, and caves of the earth,” Heb. 11, 37.38.” Nor does the Doctor fail

to mention the fact that their wives fully shared in the heroism of their

hushands. “The opening up of the Northwest,” says he, “was a difficult and

arduous undertaking. It necessitated privations and hardships on the part

of the missionary and no less on the part of the missionary’s wife, who fol-

lowed gladly and willingly, wherever the Lord sent her hushand, giving up

every comfort to live for Christ’s sake in great loneliness. Morcover, she

was a true helper to the missionary by taking an active interest in his

work, hospitably opening her home to strangers, and in many instances

teaching her husband’s school when the latter was absent for weeks.”

The hlessed angels, too, contributed their share; for travel, says Pfoten-

hauer, “in this vast region is oftentimes dangerous. The terrible snow-

storms, usually rising quite suddenly, soon cover up every trail and envelop

the traveler as in a bag while the cold is continually inereasing. Even the
stanchest heart is filled with fear when overtaken hy such a storm when

traveling alone. In former years the blizzards exacted their toll of hwuman
lives every winter. When the gentle breezes of spring blow, the little creeks
and rivulets become torrents, which it is next to impossible to ford for man
or beast. To these and many other risks our traveling missionaries were,
and still are, exposed, yet not one of them in the past sixty-five years has
lost his life while performing the work to which the Lord has called him.
The words of Ps. 91, 11 have been fulfilled: ‘He shall give His angels charge’
over thee to keep thee in all thy ways.’”

The Synodical Conference, which was organized July 10, 1872, in the
church of Pastor Bading, Milwaukee, will celebrate its fiftieth anniversary
in this year. Its story is told by Prof. A. W.Meyer, who remarks: “The
unique and interesting historical fact stands out that the first doctrinal
paper the Synodical Conference took up for discussion was one by Prof. M.
Loy on Ouwr Duty to the English-speaking Population of This Country.
Bearing in mind that the composition of the Synodical Conference at that
time was overwhelmingly German, and their missionary interests wholly
absorbed by the large influx of immigrants from Germany, it is all the more
to their credit that they evinced interest in the topic of English mission-
work.”

The various missions of the Missouri Synod are also dealt with. Rev. F.
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Weidmann has an article on the home mission work and on the General
Church Extension Fund. The working capital of the latter amounts to
$1,233,339.25, of which sum $474,060.94 is controlled by 20 District boards.
The number of churches aided is about 500. Weidmann closes his article
as follows: “Let us, then, continue to undertake great things for the ad-
vancement of our Savior’s kingdom, and expect great things from Him.
We shall be the gainers. Some one has tersely said: ‘Our religion is =
commodity of which the more we export, the more we have remaining.’ >
Rev. Herzberger tells all about the numerous charitable activities of the
Missouri Synod: support of indigent students, relief in Kurope and China,
orphanages, home-finding socicties, hospices, homes for the aged, ete. “Yes,>>
says he by way of introduction, “Missouri is much maligned for her un-
compromising Biblical position in doctrine and practise. But to charge hex
with ‘dead’ orthodoxy is a cruel slander [of both orthodoxy and Missouri] .
Sham orthodoxy, indeed, is dead and void of all ‘true charity. But true
Biblical orthodoxy is always full of spiritual life, full of missionary zeal,
full of unfeigned helpful, compassionate love, for it is the work of God’s
Holy Spirit in the hearts of His believing children.  Sincerely, reverently
do we say it: By the grace of God Missouri is what she is, and the grace
e bestowed upon her fathers and her children throughout the past seventy-
five years has not been in vain. By His grace, His divine grace alone, Mis~
sourt’s faith is no dead Ristorical faith, but the faith that worketh by
love. . .. Indeed, we venture to say that no other Protestant Church so
stresses, on the one hand, the doctrine of salvation by pure and free grace
and, on the other hand, takes such pains officially to inculcate upon its
ministers and lay people the principles of true Christian charity, as does
Missouri.” Rev. R. Kretzschmar tells about the origin and progress of our
missions in India and China. The field in India reports “66 stations, 4,180
souls, 1,752 catechumens, 2,401 baptized members, 368 communicant mem-
bers, 68 schools with 3,049 pupils (609 of whom are baptized, 2,440 not bap-
tized) ; 303 were received into the Chureh in 1920 by baptism. The 9 mis-
sionaries in the field are assisted by 169 native aids, 1 ordained Indian
pastor, 1 evangelist, 27 catechists, 140 teachers. Total expenses in 1920,
$:’54,90:"-53- Total property, 207 acres.” In China there “arc now 8 mis-
sionarics (this number is to be inereased by 4 and by one woman teacher
before t.he close of 1921). The missionaries are to be assisted by 10 native
cvangelists and 30 native teachers. The mission numbers 3 stations,
12 preaching-places, 15 schools, 130 .baptized souls, 98 communicants,
69 vot{ng members, 600 schoolchildren, 613 Sunday-school children. 49 were
baptized in 1920, Expenses in 1920, $26,447.65.”

“Some other denominations of much lesser strength are better known
to the average American eitizen than the Lutheran Church,” says Pastor
Paul Lindemann, who contributes an eloquent article on “Publicity Work
in the Missouri Synod.” “By various means of publicity . . . their churches
were brought into the limelight. Our own Church, due to its doctrinal con-
servatism, its clear distinetion hetween the spheres of Church and State,
and its firm stand against unionistic practise, was naturally not so promi-
nent in the public eye. It was completely preoccupied with the tremendous
tasks that lay at hand, and performed its work quietly, without blare of
trumpets and sensational attempts to attract public attention. Then,



BOOK REVIEW. 157

furthermore, the early work of the Missouri Synod was carried out prin-
cipally in the German language” But now greater publicity is urgently
required. “Events that are still fresh in owr minds,” says Lindemann,
“have convinced us that the principles of Lutheranism are little known
to the general public. Slander and ignorance have combined to bring about
all sorts of misconceptions regarding its history, its doctrines, and its
principles. To many it is'absolutely unknown. To others it appears to be
a foreign institution, transplanted to American soil, which, according to -
the liberal policy of our free country, must be tolerated. That the whole
history and policy of the Lutheran Church make it typically American is
hy no means gencrally recognized. But the two cardinal facts are that the
Lutheran Church has by the grace of God the pure, unadulterated, soul-
saving Gospel-message that a sin-cursed world needs, and that we have the
command to bring this message to the attention of all men. . . . The
Church, which has in its possession the ‘one thing needful,’ the panacea for
all the ills of the human soul, the one commodity that has eternal value,
has the duty to use cvery means to bring and keep its soul-saving truth
before the eyes of men.” Accordingly, “a number of Eastern clergymen and
laymen in the year 1914 organized the American Lutheran Publicity Bureau,
which proclaimed as its object ‘to acquaint the general public with the
history, doctrines, principles, and practise of the Lutheran Church.” The
method by which the Bureau hoped to attain its end was by a stimulation
of a more extensive use of the public press and local advertising material,
by the wide-spread distribution of tracts, by public lectures, and by the
placing of Lutheran literature in libraries and other public places.” The
work, says Lindemann, “has kept clear of the blatant and cheap sensa-
tionalism which has tended to cheapen other churches in the eyes of the
public. Tt has but one thing to advertise, and that is the Gospel of the
crucified Christ as the only means of salvation, and it has kept all its
publicity methods in harmony with the dignity of its message. . . . In the
tremendous tasks and glorious responsibilities that confront the Chureh it
will need to employ every possible means for the propagation of the truth.”
Indeed, the Tutheran Church, the only church that is in full possession of
the ecumenical Christian truth, can never be satisfied with a mere Winkel-
christentum, a Christianity isolated, hidden, and kept for personal enjoy-
ment only. Our slogan must never be: “Withdraw from the world! Re-
tire into some hidden niche!” but, “Forward with the Gospel-banner, not
out of, but into the world, with the Word, into its remotest corners!” The
Lord is with us; He commands and leads us; and in His name there is
certain victory. :

There is certainly no longer any mistaking the fact that, also within
the Missouri Synod, the young people are rapidly coming to the front. At
present Rev. Walter Maier is the eloquent advocate and enthusiastic leader
of this movement, which, though apparently new to many, was in reality
inaugurated by Walther himself. In his contribution, “Young People of
Missouri,” Rev. Maier points to the fact that as carly as 1848 o young
men’s society was organized in Trinity Church, St. Louis, which Walther
made it a point to report on and to approve of in the Lutheraner. Says
Rev. Majer: “Appealing to all pastors and congregations then embraced in
Synod, Walther writes: ‘And so the young people are happily at work.
Convinced of the benefits and blessings of such soc¢ieties by their own ex-
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perience, they hope that similar organizations may be established in other
places. For this reason they appeared before the last sessions' of the
Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, expressing the wish
that Synod would encourage the formation of such societies in its congre-
gations. It is the purpose of these lines to help give this encouragement.
May they be well received and be accompanied by blessing.’ Concluding
in the same spirit, Dr. Walther urges: ‘As soon as there is love and interest
for this work, all difficultics will be overcome. What joy there would be,
if here and there such a society would be established! What enthusiasm
this would create! What hlessings this would bring, inwardly and out-
wardly! Up, Christian youths, and start! Do not hesitate! Do not wait
until your numbers have increased! Organize, so that you may inerease!’”
Nor was the federation of these socicties frowned upon by Walther. Maier
writes: “With his characteristic vision of the future Dr. Walther not.only
advised the formation of societies for the young people, he also published,
two years before the outhreak of the Civil War, an appeal, circulated by
the young men’s societies of Baltimore, urging the young people in all parts
of the country to federate, and to establish an alliance which would inspire
them with the strength and enthusiasm of united and concerted action.”
This plan was executed when, in May of 1893, at Buffalo, the Walther
League was organized, which at present embraces about 35,000 young people
in 600 societies, distributed over 36 States and Canada. Rev.Maier feels
warranted in giving this grand army of young men and women the following
testimony: “The young people are eager to work; they have become proud
of their Church; they have taken an outspoken and uncompromising stand
on the burning questions of the day which affect the welfare of our Church.
Societies have instituted systematic efforts designed to assist in the up-
building of the home congregation. Bible classes are becoming more
numerous; choirs are steadily enlisting the services of more young people;
Sunday-school teachers have largely been recruited from the ranks of the
younger church-members, In publicity work, in house-to-house canvasses
for new members, in ‘drives’ for funds, in relieving the pastor of much
routine and detail work, the young people have been happy to do their
share in promoting the welfare of their congregations. Work in the society
has trained young ren in the essential qualifications for leadership in con-
gregational affairs; it has impressed young women with the inereasing
opportunities offered for direct service to the Lord in the upbuilding of the
home church. . .. Several districts of the Walther Leaguc have definitely
pledged themselves to support at least one ambassador of Christ among
the millions to be rescued for salvation, and unless all indications fail,
this is only the beginning of s great wave of migsionary enthusiasm which
has begun to sweep over the Yyoung people of our Church.” May God bless
our young people, in whom are wrapped up all our fond hopes for the future
of our Church, and for whom we pray and live that they, in turn, may live
and pray for the next generation, and so on without interruption, until the
Lord shall come to rcceive us all as faithful servants into His heav-
enly home,

The valuable contribution of Dr. C. C. Schmidt on the pastors of our
Synod develops the thought that the Missouri pastor was, after the manner
of Luther, a lifelong pupil of the Catechism, and for that very reason also
& good teacher and a truly edifying preacher, and that, without his more
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than ordinary measure of self-denial and contentment, shared also by his
brave wife, he would not have been as successful as he was. The vencrable
Doctor, who himself looks back on a long experience and is therefore able
to speak with authority on this matter, says: “In reading the reports sent
in by these men, we marvel how it was possible for them to do these things,
and to carry on this work for any length of time. To be away from home
again and again for days and weeks all the year round, traveling over the
worst imaginable roads, in rain or snow, even with blizzards blowing, and
then, perhaps, on arriving at a settlement, to find their. approach to the
people blocked right and left, or to see the glowing expectations of success
that filled their hearts at the former visit to this place cruelly shattercd,
—this seems to be enough to tire out a man both physically and mentally
in a few .months. Why was it that these traveling preachers were not
easily tired out and discouraged, but kept up their work for years? It was
because they were altogether of the same mind as their other brethren in
the ministry, holding that they were not in this work for their own sakes,
but for the sake of their Master Jesus Christ, to carry out His Great
Commission fo the Church: ‘Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel
to every crcature,’ and for the sake of the lost souls, whom Christ has
redeemed with His precious blood. They were willing to do all in their
power that some of them, by the grace of God, might yet be saved.” The
Doctor appropriately cloges his essay with the words so frequently repeated
by Walther, especially in his later years: “May God at all times grant us
a believing and God-fearing ministry!”

Quite a number of other historieal features which are of interest at
a diamond jubilee have also received proper attention in this symposium.
Rev. Dallmann concisely states the facts about the English work of the
Missouri Synod and the  English District, which, auguring well as it does
for the future, stands out as a noble example of Lutheran loyalty and
constancy in the English language. Rev. A.Brunn gives a brief review of
our transoceanic connections in Australia, South America, Alsace, Denmark,
London, and Germany, where, according to the latest statistics, the Ev.-Luth.
Freikirche von Sachsen wnd andern Staaten numbers 25 pastors (who preach
at 106 places), 7,259 souls (living at 444 different places), 4,971 communi-
cants, 1,664 voting members, and 1,302 schoolchildren. Professor Graebner
recalls the Golden Jubilee of Concordia College in 1889 as it was celebrated
in Perry County, St. Louis, and Fort Wayne. Rev. Czamanske Wwrites on
synodical conventions and pastoral conferences. Professor Sommer sympa-
thetically and fluently describes the congregational and home life as gen-
erally found in our Synod. And Teacher Mangelsdorf contributes delightful
“Scenes from the Life and Work of Our Teachers” — able, pious, and self-
sacrificing men who fully realized and appreciated their grand privilege “of
bringing children to Jesus, the great Friend of the little ones.” It was
indeed a truly devout and Christian spirit in which they performed their
work. To illustrate this point, the essayist relates: “After regular morn-
ing devotion and breakfast he [Teacher E.Roschke] retires to his room and
once more prepares his mind and heart by special prayer and supplication
for the day’s work.” The letter of Teacher Leutner of Cleveland, embodied
in the essay, breathes the same spirit of single-minded devotion to his work
23 a Lutheran teacher and organist, of humility toward his fellow-Christians,
and of gratefulness toward God for His mercy and patience. Regarding the
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results of our schools, Mangelsdorf feels justified in saying: “As years
have rolled by, the old and, in many cases, primitive buildings and equip-
ment have been replaced with modern buildings supplied with up-to-date
equipment and supplies. We cannot, however, in general compete with the
public schools and their equipment except in some cases, since their re-
sources for the erection and maintenance of such institutions are not
limited as ours are. ‘Nevertheless, our schools are not only competing with
these institutions in results attained, but usually excel them.”

In 1845, in Boston, F. Schmidt, formerly publisher of the Pittsburgh
Lutherische Kirchenzeitung, said: “We think we are Lutheran; these
people here [pointing to a copy of Der Lutheraner] are true Lutherans,
from whom we may learn what is truly Lutheran.” Surely the number
of those who in the past have similarly confessed, and who now are ready
to admit that Walther and the Missouri Synod led them to a full and firm
knowledge of the Lutheran truth, is not small. As a matter of fact
there is, entirely apart from foreign countries, not a single Lutheran synod
in America that did not experience the beneficent and elevating influence
of Missouri. In a measure, this is true also of the English portion of our
Lutheran Church. When, more than a decade ago, the General Synod took
a decided step forward in her confessional attitude, this, too, did not occur
without direct and indircct influences coming from Missouri, which, next
to the Tennessee Synod, was first to reestablish Lutheran Confessionalism
in America. More than thirty years ago the Pilger, a General Council pub-
lication, wrote: “If the Lord God had not taken pity upon the Lutheran
Church in Ameriea hy placing the Missouri Synod in its midst, we would
to-day be an insignificant band, perhaps still hearing the name ‘Lutheran,’
but, for the rest, offering ourselves as an open pasturage for foxes and other
game.”  And what of the credit? In accordance with her entire doctrine
of sola gratia in every respect and soli Deo gloria, Missouri, fully realizing
that but for God’s unhounded mercy she would have been undone and cast
away long ago, gratefully confesses that, while she alone must be held re-
sponsible for t_he numerous faults and shortcomings in conneetion with her
work, God alone can, must, and always shall be credited with all the rest,
all that is truly good, great, and wonderful in her achicvements. Such are
the thoughts which Professor Dau, taking his cue from the memorable
yvords of the Pilger just referred to, devclops in a manner just as solemn,
:‘mpressive,. and searching as heautiful in the concluding article entitled,

At the Milestone,” published also in the preceding number of the TiEo-
LOGICAL MoNTHLY. May God continue to bless Missouri and keep her faith-
ful, that her future may be as her past — a sound, uninterrupted growth of
uncontaminated Lutheranism! F. BENTE.

The following corrections should be made in Ebenceer: Page 31, lines 2
and 14 from top, read “April” for “May”; p. 107‘, line 7 from Dbottom, read
“‘Craemer” for “Cramer”, p. 166, line 7 from top, strike “as”; p. 181, line &
"from top, insert “Jr.” after the name; p. 190, line 13 from top, read “Chris-
topher” for “Christian”; p.193, line 9 from bottom, read “southeastern,”
for “southwestern”; p. 229, line 7 from bottom, read “between it and Apple
Creek” for “now known as”; P. 284, line 12 from bottom, read “sinless” for
“ginful”; p. 344, line 18 from bottom, read “1891” for “1892”; p. 444, line &
irom top, read “Herman” for “Henry.” D.



