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Crowned Dirt and Profanity.
PROI!'. w. n. ·r. DAU, St. Louis, Mo.
An unlovable spirit is revealed occasionally in the Nation.
Formerly the !efined, exquisitely critical, high-toned weekly visitor
to exclusive circles of cultured Americans, the stanch and fearless
defender of the great American liberties, the arbiter in the realm
of literature, art, drama, statesmanship, whose praise was coveted
and prized by men of letters and men of affairs, while its censure
Was dreaded as a blight to budding genius, this journal has lately
championed radicalism and modernism, boldly advocated birth
control, and lent itself to spreading propaganda literature for this
destructive sexual aberration in modern life. Its most revolting
escapade, however, was the selection, on February 14, of Stephen
Vincent Benet's King David as the Nation's prize poem for 1923.
The poem has for its theme the nasty David-Bathsheba incident.
It was selected from four thousand manuscripts· by about fifteen
hundred writers. If King David was the best in this lot, we have
no desire to see the second best or the third best.
The poem is in six cantos. Episode No. 1 pictures David
surfeited with 'wealth and power, singing to his "hook-nosed harp":
The Lord is a jealous God I
His violent vengeance is swift and sliarp !
And the Lord is King above all gods I
Blest be the Lord, through years untold,
The Lonl who has blessed me a thousandfold!
Cattle and concubines, corn and hives,
Enough to last me a dozen lives.
Plump good women with noses flat,
Marrowful blessings, weighty and fat.
I wax in His peace like a pious gourd,
The Lord God is a pleasant God,
Ilreak mine enemy's jl\WS, 0 Lord!
b'or the Lord is King above all gods!
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George II. Doran Co., New York, N. Y.:The New Testament. Parallel Ddition. A new translation by ,James
Moffatt, D. D., D. Litt., JI[. A. 'rogcther with the Authorized Version
and an Introduction to New Testament Study. XLIII and 633 pages.

An hour of careful rcalling in this book will be sufiicient to acquaint
the reader with the purpose and trend of this new translation of the New
Testament, and to enable him to appraise its value to Bible-readers in
general and to those in particular for whom Scripture serves as the appointed tool in their professional work. Much can he said in acknowledgment of the scholarship that has been expended in the preparation of this
volume. The author has, first of all, been at great pains to select from
the existing Greek texts the one from which he ought to make his translation. His choice has fallen upon Sollcn's Greek text as a standard, and
whenever he has deviated from his standard, he has been scrupulous to
inform the reader in a footnote which variant he has preferred, and the
reasons for his preference. Thus in Matt. 4, 24 he has acceptell Illass's
suggestion that ovvovelav, the reading of the uncial
should be substituted for 2velav. Matt. 5, 22 h and c he treats as some modern textual
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,critics do, not as an utterance of the Lord, but as a rabbinic comment
on what was said to the men of old according to v. 21, so that only the
first clause in v. 22 a represents the Lord's own statement over against
· what was said to the men of old, thus: "You have heard how the men
of old· were told, 'Murder not; whoever murders must come up for sen·
tence; whoever maligns his brother must come before the Sanhedrin;
whoever curses his brother must go to the fire of Gehenna.' But I tell
you, whoever is angry with his brother (without cause) will be. sen·
tenced by God.'' In Matt. G, 4 he retains h uiJ qiaveeciJ on the strength
of the Itala and the Peshito. Vv. 10 and 20 in Matt. 7 he transposes thus:
"So you will know them by their fruits. Any tree that does not prmluce
sound fruit will he cut down and thrown into the fire.'' He holds that
v. 10 is a repetition of chap. 3, 10. In Matt. 8, 12 he replaces the ordinary
reading exfJ).YJ{}~oorra, with i~eJ.evoovrn,, which is the reading of the Sina,.
itio Oodex and that followed by the Itala and Peshito. Matt. O, 34 he omits
on the ground that it is not found in Codex Bezae and is not followed by
the Old Latin translation and the Diatessaron. In Matt. 10, 31 he adopts
Wellhausen's view that noUwv is either a corruption of noU<p or a mis·
translation of the Aramaic equivalent for that. In Matt. 11, 5 he has been
induced to drop the clau~e xai n'l'wxoi evayyeU/;ovrn,, which he rcganls as
"a harmonistic interpolation from Luke 7, 22.'' His reason is: "l\fatthew
never uses evandl!;eo{}a,." Matt. 12, 47, which is not found in the Sinaitic
Oodem, the Oodea, Vaticanus, and Oodex I, (Paris) and has not been em·
bodied in the Itala and Peshito, he tlrops as having been "interpolated hy
an early copyist, who wished to prepare for v. 48 by using the material
of Mark 3, 32." In Matt. 15, 31 he drops as an insertion for harmonistic
reasons xvUovi; vy,eii;, which is not found in the Sinaitio Codex, in the Old
Latin and Old Syria.a versions, nor in Origen. Matt. 16, 3, which is 'not
found in the majority of the .uncial manuscripts and has not been trans·
late~ by the Peshito nor by Origen, has been dropped because the later
uncials and translations which contain this text do not seem to Dr. Moffatt
to be sufficient evidence that it was in the original text. Ho o!Iers n,o ex·
planation how this verse ,crept into the manuscripts that contain it. In
Matt. 16, 12 he drops 'l'wv ae'l'wv after t;v,uiji; on the strength of the Old
Latin and the Old Syriac versions. In Matt. 23, 32 he accepts the reading
of the Oodex Vatioamus for the verb :rc).rJ(!W<JB'l'B, In Matt. 24, 48 ixeivoi; is
omitted as a harmonistic gloss from Luke 12, 45. In Matt. 25, 1 he adds
xal 1:ij, vvµcp'IJ• on the strength of Codew Bezae, a manuscript of the tenth
century, and the Latin and Syriac versions. The name of the liberated
prisoner in Matt. 27, 17 is given as Jesus Bar-Abbas, on the strength of
the Syriac version, some good minuscules, and manuscripts known to
Origen. Emendations of this sort which have been attempted in the
other writings of the New Testament arc to' be found in Mark 12,
Luke 13, John 31, .Acts 32, Rom. 8, 1 Cor. 10, 2 Cor. 5, Gal. 3, Eph. 5,
1 Thcss. 1, 2 '1'.hess. 4, 1 Tim. 5, Titus 1, Philemon 1, Heh. lG, Jas. 7,
1 Pet. 4, 2 Pet. 10, 1 John 2, 2 John 1, Jude 2, Rev. 1-5. Some of these
footnotes refer to parallel texts or seek to justify the author's rendering.
The conclusion of the gospel of St. Mark has been reconstructed by Dr. Moffatt,
beginning at chap. lG, 8, as follows: ·
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"And they fled out of the tomb, for they were seized with terror and
beside themselves. '!'hey said nothing to any one, for they were afraid
of .. , l)
(a)

"Now ·after He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared
first to Mary of Magdaia, out of whom He had cast seven demons. She
went and reported it to those who had been with Him, as they mourned
and wept; but although they heard He was alive and had been seen by
her, they would not believe it. After this He appeared in another form
to two of them as they were walking on their way to the country. They,
too, went and reported it to· the rest, but they would not believe them
either. Afterwards He appeared at table to the Eleven themselves and
reproached them for their unbelief and dulncss of mind, because they
had not believed those who saw Him risen from the dead. [But they ex·
cused themselves, saying, "This age of lawlessness and unbelief lies under
the sway of Satan, who will not allow what lies under the unclean spirits 2)
to understand the trut'h and power of God; therefore," they said to Christ,
"reveal your righteousness now." Christ answered them, "The term of
years for Satan's power has now expired, but other terrors are at hand.
I was delivered to death on behalf of sinners,3) that they might return to
the truth and sin no more, that they might inherit that glory of righteousness which is spiritual and imperishable in heaven."] And He said
to them, 'Go to all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature:
he who believes and is baptized shall bo saved,
but he who will not believe shall be condemned.
And for those who believe these miracles will follow:
they will cast out demons in My name,
they will talk i~ foreign tongues,
they will handle serpents,
and if they drink any deadly poison, it will not hurt them;
they will lay hands on the sick and make them well.'
"Then, after speaking to them, the Lord Jesus was taken up to heaven
and sat down at the right hand of God, while they went out and ·preached
everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming the Word by the
llliracles that endorsed it.
(b)

"But they gave Peter and his companions a brief account of all that
had been enjoined. And after that Jesus Himself sent out by means of
them from east to west the sacred and imperishable message of eternal
salvation." - 1 John 5, 7 has been dropped.
The reader of this book has the translation of 1611 parallel with
Dr. Mofrat's translation before him on the same page. This was a happy
1) The following appendix represents a few of second century attempts
to complete the gospel. 'l'he passage within brackets in the first of these
epilogs originally belonged to it, but was excised for some reason at an
early date. Jerome quoted part of it, but the full text has only been discovered quite recently in Codex W, the Freer uncial of the gospels.
2) Or, the unclean things that lie under the control of spirits.
3) The Greek is obscure at this point.
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thought and an act of fairness to the old translation and the modern.
]'or his own translation Dr. Moffatt has pushed the numeration of the
verses out into the center margin. The text is thus cxhibi tcd in solid
paragraphs, showing breaks in the story or an advance of thought at
a glance. All citations from the Old Testament arc printed in italics,
and all statements of a particular character arc indented slightly from
the center margin and printed as lines of poetry in a modern book of
poems. Dr. Mofiatt's translation aims at reproducing the original thoughts
in their grammatical and lexicographical modem equivalents and to make
the New Testament speak an English which the ordinary man of to-day
understands at once. It is an attempt at o!Tering the fathers' thought
and faith in the children's language. It must he admitted that in lnmdreds of instances Dr. l\fo!Tatt's rendering is a distinct improvement on
the Authorized Version. For instance, place alongside of each other the
two translations of Matt. 1, 10 and say which you would like best: ~O. Th.en Josepl1, her husband,

bemg a Just man and not willing
to. make her a public example, was
mmded to put her away privily.

10. As Joseph, her l~u~band, wa~ a just
man, but umv1llmg to disgrace
her, he resolved to divorce her secretly.

Or the invective of John the Baptist
of his day in Matt. 3, 7 IT.: 7. But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees come to
his baptism, he said unto them
0 generation of vipers, who hatl~
warned you to flee from the wrath
to come?
8. Bring forth therefore fruits
meet for re~entance,
0. And thmk not to say within
yourselves, We have Abraham to
our fa the:; for I say unto you
that G{)d 18 able of these stones t~
raise up children unto Abraham.
10. And now also the ax is laid
unto the root of the trees; therefore every tree which hringeth not
forth good fruit is hewn down aml
cast into the fire.
11. I indeed baptize you with
water unto repentance; but He
that cometh after me is mirrhtier
than I, whose shoes I am not ,;'orthy
to bear; He shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost and with fire;

against the prominent religious men
7. But when he noticed a number of
the Pharisees and Sadducees comin11 for his baptism, he saicl to
th~m, "You hrood of vipers, who
told you to flee from the coming
wrath?
8. Now, produce fruit that answers to
0. your repentance, instead of presuming to say to yourselves, 'We
have a father in Abraham.' I tell
you, God can raise up children for
Abraham from these stones!
10. The ax is lying all ready at the
root of the trees; any tree that is
not producing good fruit will he
cut clown and thrown into the fire.
11. I baptize you with water for re-

pentance,
.
but He who is coming after me 1s
mightier,
and I am not fit even to carry His
sandals;
,He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire.
12. Whose fan is in His hand
12. His winnowing-fan is in His hand,
and He will throughly purge Hi~
He will clean out his threshingfloor and gather His wheat into
floor,
the garner; hut He will burn up
His wheat He will gather into the
the cha!T with unquenchable fire.
granary,
But the straw He will burn with
fire unquenchable.''
Upon the whole, Dr. Mo!Tatt's translation reads very well and can be
of great use to preachers who arc seeking for a happy paraphrase of
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a certain text. His rendition of the keynote passage in Rom. 3, l!l-26
is very good: "Whatever the Law says, we know, it says to those who are inside
the Law, that every mouth may be shut and all the world made answerable to God; for no person ivHi be cicqiiittccl in Ilis sight on the score
of obedience to Law. ·what the Law imparts is the consciousness of sin.
But now we have a righteousness of God disclosed apart from Law altogether; it is attested by the Law and the prophets, but it is a righteousness of Gotl which comes hy believing in Jesus Christ. Aml it is meant
for all who have faith. No distinctions are drawn. All have sinned, all
come short of the glory of Goll; lmt they arc justified for nothing by
llis grace, through the ransom providctl in Christ Jesus, whom Goll put
forward as the means of propitiation by His blood, to he received by faith.
This was to demonstrate the justice of God in view of the fact that sins
previously committell during the time of God's forbearance had been
passed over; it was to d.emonstrate His justice at the present epoch,
showing that Gotl is just Himself, and that He justifies man on the score
of faith in Jesus."
Herc is another sample, 1 Pct. 2, 1-10: "So off with all malice, all guile and insincerity and envy and slander
of every kind! Like newly born children, thirst for the pure, spiritual
milk to make you grow up to salvation. You have liatl a taste of the
kindness of the Lord; come to Him, then; come to that living Stone
Which men have rejectCll and God holds choice and precious; come and,
like living stones yourselves, he built into n, spiritual l10use to form n, consecrated priesthood for the offering of those spiritual sacrifices that arc
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. I!'or thus it stands in the
Scripture:
[fore I lay a fltone in ,<:Jion,
a choice, a precions Corner-stone:
he who believes in Il im will uevcr be clisappointcd.
N'ow, you believe, you hold Him 'precious'; hut ns for the unbelieving the very Stone the builders rejected
is now the Oornm·-stona,
a stone over which men stwrnble ancl a rock of offonse: they stu,mble
over it in their disobedience to God's vVord. Ilut you arc the eiect race,
the royal priesthood, tho consecrated nation, the people who belong to
llim, that you may proclaim the wonclrous cleeds of Him who has callctl
you from darkness to His wonderful light- you who once were no veoplc
and now n,rc God's people, you 1vho once were unpUied and now are
pitied,."
In many instances the new rendering will not appcn,l to us; e.g., the
rendering of the Beatitudes, Matt. u, 3-12: "Blessed arc those who feel poor in spirit!
The realm of heaven is theirs.
"Blessed n,re the mourners! They will be consoled.
"Blessed n,re the hwmble ! They wm inherit the earth.
"Blessed n,re those who hunger and thirst for goodness!
They will be satisfied.
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"Blessed are the merciful! They will find mercy.
"Blessed are the pure in heart! '!.'hey will see God.
"Blessed are the peacemakers! They will be ranked sons of God.
"Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of goodness!
The realm of heaven is theirs.
"Blessed are you when men denounce you and persecute you and ,utter
all manner of evil against you for My sake. Rejoice and exult in it, for
your reward is rich in heaven. That is how they persecuted the prophets
before you."
Or of the Lord's Prayer, Matt. 6, 0-13: "Let this be how you pray:
'our Father in heaven,
Tl1y name be revered,
Thy reign begin,
Thy will be done
on earth as in heaven!
give us to-day our bread for the morrow,
and forgive us our debts
as we ourselves have forgiven our debtors,
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.' "
Or of the prolog to the Gospel of St. John: "The Logos existed in the very beginning,
the Logos was with God,
the Logos was divine.
He was 1with God in the very beginning:
through Him all existence came into being, .
no existence came into being apart from Him.
In Him life lay,
and this life was the Light for men:
amid the darkness the Light shone,
but darkness did not master it.
A man appeared, sent by God,
whose name was John: he came for the purpose of witnessing, to bear
testimony to the Light, so that all men might believe by means of him.
He was not the Light; it was to bear testimony to the Light that he
appeared. The real Light, which enlightens every man, was coming then
into the world:
He entered the worldthe world which existed through Him yet the world did not recognize Him;
He came to what was His own,
yet His own folk did not welcome Him..
"On those who have accepted Him, however, He has conferred the
right of being children of God, that is, on those who believe in His name,
who owe this birth of: theirs to God, not to human blood, nor to any impulse of the flesh or of man. So the Logos became flesh and tarried
among us·; we have seen His glory - glory such as an only one enjoys
from his father-seen it to be full of grace and reality. (John testified
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to Him with the cry, 'This was He of whom I said, :My Successor has
taken precedence of me, for He preceded me.') For. we have all been receiving grace after grace from His fulness; while the Law was given
through Moses, grace and reality are ours through Jesus Christ. Nobody
has ever seen God, but God has been unfolded by the Divine One, the only
Son, 4) who lies upon the J!'ather's breast."
In tl1is rendering the weakening of {}e6,; in v. 1 to {}eio,; is an abomination. So there will be hundreds of places where the translation betrays
bias - rationalistic, modernistic bias. Dr. Moffatt is not a believer in the
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures, as his introduction - otherwise a very
informing portion of his book - shows on pp. VII. IX, etc. Spite of all
these and other objections that will be raised to this publication, we wish
that pastors would make a thorough study of this work: 1) to acquaint
themselves with a sample effort of our day to remake our Bible; 2) to
have their attention called to difficulties in the old translation of which
they will have to take care in their official work, since we shall, in all
likelihood, continue to use the version of 1611; 3) to engage in cursory
exegetical reviews of the books of the New Testament, - for that is what
reading a new translation alongside of the old one practically will amount
to,~ and that cannot but prove a blessing.
D.A.u.

Syllabus for Old Testament Study.

XLVIII and 335 pages.

Fourth

Edition.

The Heart of the Old Testament. X and 227 pages. Doth by Jolm R.
Sampey, D. D., LL. D. Second Edition ..
The Professor of Old Testament Interpretation in the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary at Louisville offers in these companion volumes
all the aids which students need to obtain a mastery of the Old Testament, and which will greatly facilitate review work in the Old Testament
on the part of pastors. The former treatise presents, first, a topical account, in very condensed form, of every book of the Old '.l'estamcnt and
follows this up with a scheme of Outline Lessons, divided into four quarters of nineteen lessons each. These lessons are related by reading references to both the above treatises, while the topical account, or syllabus,
gives references only to the first treatise, which embodies not only descriptive and explanatory matter on each book and group of books in
the Old Testament, but offers a great deal of information and critical
notes on the work of Old Testament scholars. A valuable bibliography
of the Old Testament with illuminating glosses is added on pp. 293-304,
which fairly covers the field of Old Testament literature for the purpose
of the average student. Valuable chronological charts, with references
to the text of the Old Testament, are given on pp. 306-335. The author
does not regard the first eleven chapters · of Genesis as strictly history
and therefore starts these charts with Abraham, whose birth is placed
in 1996 D. C., according to Ussher, whom the author follows principally.
For the period extending from Moses to Rehoboam the findings of both
4) Although {}e6,; ( "the Divine One") is probably more original tl1an
the variant reading vl6,, µovoyev~r; (see v. 14), it requires some such periphrasis in order to bring out its full meaning here.
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Ussher and Kautzsch are given. '.l'he diJierence between these two authorities varies between 171 and 45 years. For instance, Ussher assigns the
Exodus to 14!.ll, Kautzsch to 1320; the anointing of Saul at Mizpeh is
assigned by them to 10!)5 and 1020; the accession of Solomon to 1015
and 070, respectively. -The latter treatise is a good attempt at restating
in narrative style, with professional opinions and practical observations
intc1spersed, the entire story of the Old Testament with its ·legislative,
poetical, philosophical, and prophetic materials. The story i8 told in
thirteen chapters; an extra chapter presents tt bird's-eye view of the
entire Bible, and an appendix presents a Chart of the Bible, showing in
thirteen periods the growth and development of the divine revelation
with the approximate date of each portion. - In both treatises the itim
of the author has been to o1Ier "an Old Testament written by a modern
scholar, who believes thoroughly in the supernatural in both Testaments."
This remark is meant to be reassuring, - and it may be stated at once
that throughout his treatises the author takes issue with, and justly depreciates, the labors of modern destructive Bible critics, - but the remark lacks fulness and precision. Only the most radical rationalist would
deny that there is anything "supernatural" in the Bible. The author significantly places the testimonies of Peter and l'aul regarding the inspiration of the Scriptures at tlJC head of his second treatise. But this does
not prevent him from asserting: "The author of Genesis did not seek
scientific precision. . . . Just as the seventh day of rest from creation
seems, according to Genesis, to stretch all the way from the creation of
man to the present time, so the preceding ditys of creative activity were
almost certainly long periods."· (p. 1() f.) It docs not seem to disturb
.him that in the law of the Sabbath the seventh day of creation week is
certainly treated as a natural day of twenty-four hours, not to say anything about the careful language which Gen. 1 employs in describing each·
day. The charming story of the forming of woman from the side of man
the auth~r will allow you to "call an allegory or parable," provided you
do not fail to get the great lessons God would teach by this story. (p. 20.)
The author's remarks on polygamy and divorce throughout the second
treatise are just censures of these two evils, and yet it will not do to coordinate them as closely as he does. For there is divine law justifying
divorce, while there is no such law justifying polygamy. It would be interesting to get the author's evidence for his assertion: "Two thousand
year!> before Abraham there were kings in the ancient cities of the region
from which Abraham came." (p. 28.) Eve's exclamation at the birth of
Cain is interpreted to mean that she regarded her child "as a gift from
the Lor·d." Something every Christian mother docs! Comp. l's. 127, 3.
In his remarks on Job the author wrestles with the notion that being
inspired and being true per se arc not identical, e. 9., the speeches of Job,
his friends, and the devil assert things that are not so. But why should
one resort to the claim of "poetic license" for such statements? What
we mean to assert when we claim that accounts of this sort arc inspired
is that we have in them an iiuthcntic statement, written under divine
impulse, suggestion, and guidance, that such and such things happened .
.Anthropopathic · statements regarding the Deity, the order for the extirpation of the Canaanites, the imprccatory psalms, the "white lies" of
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Abraham regarding Sarah; the selfishness of Rebekah, Jacob, and some
other details might have been treated with a little more discernment of
the spiritual clement in these episodes. That the Old 'l'estamcnt faith
of God's children was deficient in demonology and eschatology is also
a view that defers too much to modernism. 'l'he Sheol texts of the Old
Testament, when closely studied, would yield the result that in the majority of texts Sheol is simply hell. - However, we should have sorely
written amiss what we have said by way of exception in this brief notice
if we had created the impression that these treatises are without ·value.
'l'he author's outstanding belief that the Bible is preeminently the book
of redemption, and that everything in it is subordinate to this main theme,
furthermore, that redemption is by the substitution of tlie Redeemer for
the sinners, and "the heart of the Old Testament" is really Isaiah, chap. 53,
is worthy of the highest commendation.
DAU.

United Liitheran Publication II ouse, Philadelphia, Pa.: Wrecks Rebuilt, and Other Evangelistic Sermons. Walter Krumwiede,
B. D.

138 pages.

Sermons on the Gospels.

Ernst P. Pfatteicher. Vol. II: The Trinity
Season. 260 pages.
Gospel Truths. !'resenting Christ and the Christian Life. J. E. Whitteker. 261 pages.
,1iigustana Book Concern, Boele Islancl, Ill.: The Good Seed Sermons. Ji'. lJaJ1nrnarste1b. Vol. I: Advent to Pentecost.
458 pages. Vol. II: 'l'he Trinity Season. 300 pages. From stenographic reports, translatcll by iL W. J(jellstrand.
The diversities of gifts and differences of administrations of which
Paul speaks find an illustration in this collection of sermons. Not only
the preachers, ·but also the audiences addressed are different. Special
occasions on which these sermons were delivered have hcen another cause
of the great variety that is apparent in the collection. In the main there
is a m1ity of spirit in all of them. - 'l'he sermons of Hcv. Knunwicdc arc
the fruit of the author's ministry in various charitable, correctional, and
penal institutions, and rescue mission while serving the Buffalo Inner
Mission Society. Three of them were puhlished before. The texts aml
themes treated in this volume arc the following: Wrecks Rebuilt, John G, 12; Christ, the End for Righteousness, Rom.
10, 4; Sin Described and Defeated, Gal. 5, 1; The Cry that Saves, l's. 51,
1-4. 7-12; 'l'he Pathway of Suffering, Is. 53, 4-6; Fellowship with God:
Its Origin, I 'John 1, 3; Fellowship with God: Its Nature, 1 John 1, 5-10;
2, o-rn; ]'cllowship with God: Its Proofs, 1 John 3, 10-24; 'l'hc Compassion of Christ, Mark 8, 1-0; 'l'hc Reality and Nature of Hell, :Matt. 23, 33;
25, 30. ,u; A New Year's Thought, Luke 13, 6-0; The Pathway of Death,
Is. 53, 7-0; Spiritual Success, Luke 8, 8. 15; The Pathway of the Accomplished Mission, Is. 53, 10-12.
Rev. Krumwiede has a fine gift of description and practical application. He also has a great command of Scripture amt sometimes pours
into his audience whole paragraphs made up entirely of pertinent and
striking Bible-texts with great effect. Sin and grace arc the dominant

332

BOOK BEVIEJW.

elements in all his sermons, ancl he speaks so well of the cliarnctcr ancl
effects of each that one woulcl wish that more sermons like these were
preached to others besides criminals ancl social wrecks. The choice of texts
is often no indication of the trend of his sermon and makes his exposition
and application of the texts at times seem far-fetched. For instance, few
would have thought of this usus homileticus of John G, 12, viz., to build up
from the remark, "Gather up the fragments that remain" a sermon on the
reconstruction of a blasted life. Or take Gal. 5, 1; it is not likely that
this text would be usecl for showing how sin should be deseribell and defeated. However, both these sermons are strong aml impressive sermons
in themselves. The best sermons in this collection are those on the penitent cry of David in Ps. 51, on "the vicarious sufferings of Christ Jesus,"
from Is. 53, the three sermons on fellowship with God, and the sermon on
the reality and nature of hell. The directness of address employed in
these sermons is truly refreshing, and their practical value for producing
and sustaining a genuine spiritual life is great. -A few inaccuracies and
defects must be noted: David did not take part in the Ammonite war;
see 2 Sam. 11, 1. After the schoolmastership of the Law had been described,
p. 1G f., and Jesus is presented as "the end of the Law" by His complete
fulfilment of it, one expects the preacher to tell his hearers that to the
believer in Christ the Law has lost its terrors. This statement the author
makes toward the close of the sermon, but first he presents Christ as the
sinner's righteousness because of His exemplary life, thus: "Now, what is
the spiritual value of this for you? God gives you in Christ the perfect
Man in order that you may have a pattern or living example for your
own life. Christ says: 'Take My yoke upon you and learn of Me.' So
Paul writes: 'Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.'
Peter tells us of Christ, ... 'leaving us an example that ye should follow
His steps.'" This is not the way in which Christ becomes "the end of the
Law for righteousness to every one that believeth," but this is making of
Christ, the moclel Man, a new Lawgiver. On p. 21 the author states correctly that the perfection of Christ is ours by faith, and thus Christ is to
believers the end of the Law. On p. 43 the author describes faith as "giving your heart to God." This is very misleading; the faith that saves,
or justifies, gives nothing to Goel, but only takes the forgiveness extended
to sinners by the Gospel. The faith that gives to God is the faith which
worketh by love in the sanctification of the sinner's life. On p. 51 he names
eight different matters that cannot "open for us tl1e way out of sin into
holiness," and one of them he terms "implication of fraternalism." One
wonders whether he means to denounce the lodge. On p. 52, line 11 from
the bottom, "is" should be changed to "are.'' On p. !) f. a close Bible-reader
will wince when. hearing Jacob, the thief, Noah, the drunkard, ancl Lot,
the debaucher, introduced as moral wretches whom divine grace ultimately
transforms into saints.
The series of sermons by the late Hammarsten, the little rector of
St. Jacob's Church at Stockholm, are a valuable contribution to our English sermon literature. The rendering from the Swedish by Kjellstrand
is very good. Although sin and grace, the work of Christ for us ancl in us,
arc again the great themes of the preacher, llammarstcn's exegesis and
homi~etic method are entirely different from that of the preceding author.
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There is a quiet dignity and grace spread over these sermons that strongly
attract minds of spiritual discernment. Hammarsten knows Jesus and
His redeeming work well; he also knows the cultured aversion of the
modern man to the Gospel of the Crucified One. Ile has a great experimental knowledge of the truancy, forwardness, and treachery of the human
heart as it is by nature. Ilest of all, Hammarsten knows and loves the
old Lutheran faith, and though he mentions the Lutheran name but little,
- his whole congregation and Sweden being Lutheran, in name, at least, he aims to preach the fundamental truths of the Lutheran faith, repentance and faith in the forgiveness of God, to His metropolitan audience·
in the capital of Sweden. He is fearless in his attacks on sin and error;
but even his polemics come with a stately grace and breathe the sympathy of a pastoral heart. Hammarsten, at any rate, deserves to be studied:
for his method. He is ii preacher who cultivates with great effect the pulpit prayer, as references to pp. 33, 70, 124, 165, 100, 211, 223, 246, 250, 272,
281, etc., in Vol. I, and numerous instances in Vol. II show. Even in the
midst of a sermon he lifts his hearers up in prayer to God ( I, 20). He
does not always state a theme µ,nd parts for his sermons, but there is
a theme and there are parts in every sermon. He treats the following
texts: First Sunday in Advent: John 18, 36. 37; Second Sunday: Luke 12,
35.-40; Third Sunday: Matt. 11, 11-10; Fourth Sunday: John 3,
22-36; Christmas Day: John 1, 1-14; Second·Christmas Day: Matt.
10, 32-30; Sunday after Christmas: Luke 12, 32; New.Year's Eve: Joel
2, 26; New Year's Day: John 14, 13; Sunday after New Year's Day:
John 1, 2!J-34; Epiphany: John 8, 12; First Sunday after Epiphany:
John 7, 14-18; Second Sunday: John 4, 5-26; Third Sunday: John 4,
27-42; · Fourth Sunday: Matt. 21, 18-22; Fifth Sunday: Matt. 13,
34-43; Sixth Sunday: Luke 13, 22-2!); Septuagesima Sunday: Matt.
10, 27-30; Sexagesima Sunday: John 12, 35-43; Quinquagesima Sun·day: John 12, 23-33; First Sunday in Lent: Matt. 16, 21-23; Second
Sunday: Luke 7, 36-50; 'rhird Sunday: John 7, 10-31; Fourth Sunday: John 6, 24-36; Fifth Sunday: John 11, 47-57; Palm Sunday:
John 12, 1-16; Good Friday: Part Five of the History of the Passion
of Our Lord; Easter Day: John 20, 1-10; Easter Monday: John 20,
11-18; First Sunday after Easter: John 21, 1-14; Second Sunday:
John 21, 15-25; 'rhird Sunday: John 17, 1-8; Fourth Sunday: John
17, 9-17; Fifth Sunday: John 17, 18-23; Ascension Day: J olm 17,
24-26; Sixth Sunday: John 15, 18-27; Pentecost: John 15, 10-17;
Whit-Monday: John 6, 44-51; Trinity Sunday: John 15, 1-!J; First
Sunday after Trinity: Luke 12, 13-21; Second Sunday: Luke 14, 25-35; '
'.l'hird Sunday: Luke 15, 11-32; Fourth Sunday: John 8, 1-11; Fifth
Sunday: John 1, 35-51; Sixth Sunday: Matt. 5, 17-l!J; The Day of
'rransfiguration: John 13, 31. 32; Eighth Sunday after Trinity: Matt. 7,
12-14; Ninth Sunday: Luke 12, 42-48; Tenth Sunday: John 8, 21-30;
Eleventh Sunday: Matt. 21, 28-31; Twelfth Sunday: Matt. 12, 33-37;
'rhirteenth Sunday: Matt. 5, 43-6, 4; Fourteenth Sunday: John 5, 1-14;
I•'ifteenth Sunday: Luke 10, 38-42; Sixteenth Sunday: John 11, 1-46;
Seventeenth Sunday: Mark 2, 18-3, 5; Eighteenth Sunday: John 10,
22-38; Nineteenth Sunday: John !J, 1-41; Twentieth Sunday: Matt.
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13, 44-46; Twenty-first Sunday: Matt. 16, 1--4; Twenty-second Sunday:
Matt. 18, 15-22; Twenty-third Sunday: Mark 12, 41--44; Twenty-fourth
Sunday: John 6, 37-40; Twenty-fifth Sunday: Matt. 24, 1-14; Twentysixth Sunday: John 5, 22-20; Twenty-seventh Sunday: same text as for
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany; Day of Presentation of Our Lord ( Candlemas): John 1, 16-18; Day of Annunciation: Luke 1, 30-45; Day of
John the Baptist: Luke 1, 5-'25; St. Michael's Day: Mark 10, 13-16;
All Saints' Day: Matt. 5, 13-16; Reformation Day: 1 Tim. 1, 15. 16.
At times the pictistic sentiments of the author are displayed, as, for
instance, when he interprets "to be of the truth" in John 18, 37 thus:
"Jesus in all likelihood does not mean exactly the same thing as to be
a regenerated Christian man or woman. He, no doubt, means the general
state of being open to the truth, open, first and last, to the truth concerning man and God, and their relation to each other. Such a person will
sooner or later come to Christ, sooner or later hear the voice of Jesus."
(I, 13.) In view of 1 Cor. 2, 14; 12, 3, is there any such person on earth
except one whose heart, like Lydia's, has licen opened by divine grace?
Furthermore, it is loose speech, to say the least, what the author states
on the following page: "If you are open to the truth concerning yourself,
you will find that there is something within you pointing the way to the
cross, drawing you irresistibly [ ! ] to Christ. Hence, if you arc of the
truth, you will of necessity [ ! ] come to Christ, provided you desire to remain in the truth." We wonder what Dr. Lindberg, whose Christian Dogmatics came from the same press as these sermons, would say to the above
turns of speech. - 'l'he Age of the Reformation is wrongly criticized (I, 27)
thus: "During this period the Church so concentrated all its energies on
establishing that sublime and, for the Church, revivifying truth, 'justification by faith,' that the doctrine concerning Christ's second coming was
not emphasized so strongly as perhaps it should have been." One coulll
wish that the author, before making this statement, had examined any
good index of Luther's works, to mention only one great writer of the
Reformation era, for references to the Last Day, the return of Christ,
the Judgment, the resurrection, etc. The importance of the second coming
of Christ was fully recognized and was a very vital fact in Luther's theology and personal Christianity. nut it was i1ot overemphasized, as I'ietism
has ever been inclined to overemphasize it. - In explaining what is meant
in Matt. 11, 12 1hy "the kingdom of God su1Iering violence and men of violence taking it by force," the author says: "However loug ;i soul delays
in accepting the grace which God so long has tendered, yet in the moment
of final acceptance a decision must he made, which always appears as
a hazardous venture." "1fon of violence seized upon God's kingdom by
force .. · · All obtained what they asked, as soon as they had removed
the obstacles in the way." "How important it is to press forward to
a final decision!" ( I, 30-41.) Now, the author in scores of other places
shows that he is averse to synergistic teaching regarding conversion. What
he wishes to make plain in this place is the act of faith, which is always
a velle habere, velle accipere the grace proffered, as our Confessions state.
nut his language should have been a little more guarded; the very
alacrity, the very courage to accept what is o!Tered is created in the sinner by grace. The Spirit produces the velle in the heart, and that is
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faith. The statement, "Mau enters the world with something of God in
himself" ( I, 58), means, as the immediate context shows, that there is
even in fallen man a lnrnen mit1irae, a conscience, and a natural knowledge
of God. - Because of l's. Hi, 10 and parallel texts it is not proper to say
that "Jesus assumed a body like ours, perishable." ( I, 61.) The statement, "We can accept the Gift, or we can reject it" (I, 63), is true only
as a record of the stand which men mtty take for or against Christ. It is
not true when used to express a twofold ability which men possess
naturally, and which they may exercise at their discretion. - What practical purpose is served by the statement, "You can even name the clay and
hour when you committed the unpardonable sin" ( I, 84), it is dilfwult to
see, unless the author speaks of the unpardonable sin as persons worried
about having committed this sin speak of it. For he comforts these per·
sons, "Fear not," which would cvidc11tly be futile, yea, irreverent, if these
persons had really committed the sin that is never forgiven. - On New
Year's Eve the speaker says to the unconverted among his hearers: "vVe
renew our prayer in the name of Jesus that you may come forward this
evening and make an accounting with the living God, so that, even if you
cannot end the year with rejoicing as a child of God, you may at least
end it with tears as a convicted, hut repentant sinner." ( I, !J7.) Hern not
only the invitation to come forward in the presence of the congregation,
hut still more the distinction between a child of God and a repentant
sinner is startling to Lutherans. There is hack of this distinction, we
surmise, the view of conversion as a long-drawn-out process. Thus we
might continue citing language that is to us unusual. But that would
seem like a studied effort to pick flaws in a worthy effort. lfany splendid
passages could he cited from these sermons that rejoice the heart of every
Christian. In order not to make this notice too lengthy, we must forego
this pleasure and urge all who read this notice to make a study of Ham·
marsten. vVhat we have pointed out is to suggest to the judicious reader
that even the best books must he read cum 9rano.
'.l'he second volume of Rev. Pfatteicher's sermons was issued upon urgent
requests sooner than the publishers had intended. The author is a faithful.
adherent of the old pericopal system of the Christian Church and takes
pains, even in these sermons, to explain the meaning and defend the logic
of this system. The present volume is devoted to the lessons for the 'rrinity
season. However, as in the previous volume, so also in this, the author
docs not take the entire lesson for his text. '.l'hc sermon usually reaches
out to all parts of the respective pericopc, hut only a part of the pericope,
one or at most two verses, is chosen as a text, and to these verses the
preacher directs the attention of his audience with good force, and skilfully correlates the other parts of the lesson to this central thought. To
show how this method works out practically, we here record his texts for
the various Sundays: Trinity Sunday, Luke 3, 3; l!'irst Sunday after Trinity, Luke 16, 22; Second Sunday, Luke 14, 17; 'rhird Sunday, Luke 15, 6;
Fourth Sunday, Luke 6, 36; Fifth Sunday, Luke 5, 24; Sixth Sunday,
Matt. 5, 20; Seventh Sunday, Mark 8, 6. 7; Eighth Sunday, Matt. 7, 15;
Ninth Sunday, Luke Hi, 3; 'renth Sunday, Luke Hl, 41. 46; Eleventh Sun·
day, Luke 18, 10; Twelfth Sunday, Mark 7, 37; · Thirteenth Sunday, Luke
10, 2D; Fourteenth Sunday, Luke 17, 18; Fifteenth Sunday, Matt. 6, 25.
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33; Sixteenth Sunday, Luke 7, 13; Seventeenth Sunday, Luke 1:1, 11;
Eighteenth Sunday, Matt. 22, 3G. 42; Nineteenth Sunday, l\Iatt. fl, G; Twentieth Sunday, Matt. 22, 14; Twenty-first Sunday, John 4, 50; Twentysecond Sunday, Matt. 18, 35; Twenty-third Sunday, Matt. 22, 21; Twentyfourth Sunday, Matt. 9, 18. 21; Twenty-fifth Sunday, Matt. 2,1, 15; Twentysixth Sunday, Matt. 25, 35. 36; Twenty-seventh Sunday, Matt. 25, 13;
Festival of the Reformation, John 2, 17. Rev. Pfattcichcr's sermons arc
sermons with a distinctly scholarly flavor. He is a careful student of the
episode of Bible History to which his text refers, and tries to reproduce
even minute circumstances of the story, to make one see not only what
·happened, but, as far as possible, how it lfappenccl and why it happened.
·This imparts a newsy, interesting quality to his talk. From his meditation of the story with its minutiae is evolved some great doctrinal or
,ethical truth, which is exhibited in its bearings on Christian faith and
life. Some of his positions will draw forth dissent; e.g., that Nicodemus
"'knew absolutely· nothing about the Third Person in the 'rrinity. . . . He
tlid not know that something more than water was needed even in the
baptism of John to make it efrective," and that the state of his faith regarding Baptism was identical with that of the disciples whom Paul
found at Eph~sus. (p. 17 f.) Nicodemus must have been trained in the
teaching of the Old .Testament; therefore the doctrine of the Holy Spirit
and of regeneration by the Spirit, which the prophets of Israel had proclaimed, cannot have been unknown to him. As to the distinction between
the "water baptism" of John and the "Spirit baptism" of Christ, this
distinction is a modern theory and is not found in the New 'restament. The author addresses his. audiences occasionally in stern language for surrendering principles and being unwilling to fight moral battles. ( p. 10.)
Among the best sermons in this collection arc the sermon for the Festival
of the Reformation with the fine parallel between Jen1salem in the days
of Luther, Rome in the days of Luther (and Washington in our day), and
the serm?n for the Twenty-sixth Sunday after Trinity, which is the
strongest' and most carefully elaborated plan for enlisting the cooperation
· of every member of the congregation in the work of the Church that we
have read recently. On p. 29 the clause beginning on line 4 from the bottom, "You liavc already noted," etc., requires dashes at both ends. On
P· 21, line 8 from below, "Now he has been invited," is somewhat obscure.
The reference on p. 218 to "Talitha kumi" being "a second committal of
the body to the earth," points to an odd and of course, impossible interpretation that is little known. · On p. 25!), line' G, "supersede" is misspelled.
In the light of later development, e. g., the Treaty of Lausanne just concluded, it is questionable whether the sermon for the 'rwenty-fifth Sunday
after 'l'rinity, with its references to Allenby's march toward Jerusalem,
and to "brethren who might be indiscreet and disloyal to the government
to which we rightly profess loyalty," should be reproduced just as it has
been. Rev. Pfatteicher's sermons will be studied with profit, and the evident care which has been bestowed upon them by the a1;1thor deserves to
be rewarded by the study which follow-ministers devote to thrni.
• Gospel Truths, by the President of the theological seminary of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church at Chicago, is a collection of 32 sermons
that treat the following texts and subjects: -
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1\Iatt. 5, 13-16: 'rhe Influence of the Christian Life; Matt. 9, 9-13:
The Question with a Quihhle; Matt. 9, 20. 21: The Hem of Christ's Garment; Matt. 10, 1: The Power of Christ; Matt. 11, 5: The Poor: Their
Care aml Cure; Mtttt. 13, 31-33: The Mysteries of Grace; Matt. 14,
22. 23: In the Mountain: On the Lake; Matt. 18, 1-4: The Greatest
in the Kingdom; Matt. 19, 16-22: Life, and How to Live It; Matt. 21,
28-32: I'romise and Practise; Mark 2, 1-5: The Resources of Faith;
}.!ark 3, 1-5: 'fhe Withered Hand, the Withered Heart; Mark 4, 21-25:
A Practical Christian Life; Mark 6, 1-3: The Spirit that Rejects; Mark
G, 20: A Bad Man with Good Points; Mark 8, 11-13: The Religion of
Curiosity; Luke 9, 51-56: 'rhe Service that Saves; Luke 9, 23-26:
Ashamed of Jesus; Luke 9, 57-62: The Three Men who Did Not Follow
Christ; Luke 12, 13-21: Church-life and World-life; Luke 12, 39: The
Eve\:.-present Future; Luke 12, 54-56: 'rhe Discernment of the Times;
Luke 13, 1-5: Repent rather than Judge; Luke 15, 11-24: Lost and
Found; John 6, 47-57: 'l'he Breatl of Life; John 7, 33-36: Natural
Sight and Spiritual Insight; John 8, 31-36: 'fhe Truth Makes Free;
John 11, 1-11: Jesus the Home-guest; John 12, 20-26: "We vVould
See Jesus"; John 14, 1-3: The Troubled Heart; John 15, 4. 5: The Vine
and the Branches; John 21, 21. 22: Questions that Condemn. Whitteker's
sermons are vigorous, straightforward testimonies for the Christian way
of salvation by grace thro.ugh faith in the atoning sacrifice of Christ. The
preacher's great concern in nearly every one of these sermons is that the
people of God should live worthy of their high calling and ma1iifest in their
lives the power of the Word 'of Grace that makes them thoroughly furnishccl unto every good work. His clear statements on p. 30 f. regarding
the inherent power of the vVord and Sacraments, which must not be questioned or disputed away on rationalistic grounds, are especially refreshing
in view of the current and prevalent Reformed error regarding the means
of grace. In every sermon the author notes the progression of his thought
by numerals at the head of the paragraph that begins a new division. His
style is forceful, direct, and popular. He greatly favors prolepsis for the
sake of emphasis; e.g., "the friends you select: would you pick out the
profane?" ete., p.10; "the Word of God: do we so read it?" p. 11; "the
light of the sun: nothing could grow without it"; "the influence of a wellbuilt life: thq,t is the thought here," p. 13, etc., etc. His statement on p. 10
on the power of the Christian element in our country on tho morals, the
legislative acts, the local government, the schools and colleges, and the
homes of our country, we regard as exaggerated. We cannot boast of our
justitia aivilis under the Gospel; the old ,Roman republic and Plato's
state without the Gospel often put us to shame. -The distinction on p. 34
between the outward call of Christ through the written or spoken Word
and the inner call of our own spirit is misleading. When our spirit "calls"
us, as the author views the process, tliat is simply the response of obedient faith, the Amen of the heart to the declaration of God, or Christ
and the Holy Spirit in us. - In the exposition of the text: "The poor
have the Gospel preached to them," the primary purpose of tl{e Gospel,
which the author states correctly on p. 46, should have been made more
prominent. 'l'hat the Gospel makes the poor man self-dependent and represents "the deepest kind of practical philosophy," is a by-product of sav22
1
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ing grace. In the answer of Christ to the question of the disciples of John
whether He is the :Messiah, the last statement of the Lord is the greatest,
for it is the one outstanding spiritual miracle of His ministry, while His
other miracles touch physical ills and infirmities of men.
The absence, from all these sermons, of mere rhetoric, flowery speech,
and the desire to coin smart and striking phrases is a good omen for the
future of preaching in our Church. One cannot but take away with him
from the reading of these sermons the impression that they came from
pastoral hearts, conscious of the dignity and importance of the ofiice of
the ministry, and e1irnestly desiring to meet its requirements in a worlcl
of sin, error, and suffering. It is also a matter for congratulation, we
think, that in the Lutheran Church interest in sermon literature remains
lively and keen. Not only do our best talents love to produce this kincl
of literature, hut all Lutheran pastors study it carefully to gather new
views of treating a text or lesson, to observe new methods of sermonizing,
and, in general, to improve their ability to write and deliver good sermons. This is as it should be; for in the belief of the Lutheran Church
preaching is the most important public act of the minister, and the one
great essential for building up a good church.
DAU.

'l'he Macmillan Oo., New York, N. Y.: -

A History of Magic and Experimental Sciences during the First Thirteen Centuries of Our Era. Lymb 'l'horndilce, l'h. D. Vol. I:
To the end of the eleventh century. XL and 835 pages, including
general and bibliographical indexes aml lists. of manuscripts
examined. Vol. II: 'l'he Twelfth and the Thirteenth Centuries.
1,036 pages, including general and bibliographical indexes and list
of manuscripts exan1ined.
To obtain an approximate estimate of the labor that was expended
in the collection of the data for this treatise, the reader must take the
trouble of examining the author's extensive bibliographies, not only the
general, hut also the special lists of books or manuscripts which he names
as his ~uthorities in connection with particular chapters, in his numerous
appendices, and in liis more than 6,000 footnotes. The latter, moreover,
evidence the close and critical reading in which he has engaged. ·without
exaggeration it may be ·said that a library of considerable size has been
ransacked, and to a certain extent condensed, for the production of these
two remarkable volumes. It is a feat worthy of a scholar. Dr. Thorndike,
who is Professor of History in ·western Reserve University, is known to
the literary world chiefly by his History of MecUeval Europe. One might
surmise that the present work is a sort of by-product of his studies for
the former work. His History of Magio is a very valuable book, also to
theologians. The subject of magic is a Scriptural subject.· In our Lutheran
Church it is particularly treated in connection with the Second Commandment as Luther has interpreted it. Dr. 'I.'horndike's stupendous research
has for the first time opened up for us a large view of the extent, power,
and variety of magic in the first thirteen. centuries of the Christian era,
and has shown how it has not merely crossed the path of the churchworkers occasionally, but has continuously paralleled their activity. From
Book II ("Early Christian Thought") onward to the end of his treatise
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the reader is kept in constant touch with the great men of the Church and
learns how much of the study of religious leaders was devoted to magic.
From a wealth of materials we have space to select for mention only a few
that may help the readers of this review in properly appraising the value
of this work: Chap. 16: The Christian Apocrypha; chap. 17: The Itecognitions of Clement and Simon Magus; chap. 18: The Confession of Cyprian
and Some Similar Stories; chap. l!J: Origen and Celsus; chap. 20: Other
Christian Discussion of Magic before Augustine; chap. 21: Christianity
and Natural Science: llasil, Epiphany, and the Physiologtts; chap. 22:
Augustine on Magic and Astrology; chap. 2,l: The Fusion of l'agan and
Christian 'rhought in the Fourth and Fifth Centuries. This last-named
chapter is an invaluable contribution to the study of the rise and development of the "great apostasy" in the Church. Thorndike docs not mention
this connection at all, but it is fairly forced upon the theologian while
reading this chapter. Other remarkable chapters are: chap. 35: The l~arly
Scholastics: Peter Abelard and Hugh of St. Victor; chap. 41,: John of
Salisbury; chap. 43: Alexander Nukam on the Nature of Things; chap,'44:
Moses Maimonides; chap. 47: !'rester John and the Marvels of India;
chap. 58: Petrus Hispanus; chap. 50: Albertus :Magnus ( especially rich ,
in information, and exhaustive) ; chap. 60: Thomas Aquinas; chap. 61:
Roger Bacon ( equal to chap. 50 in value) ; chap. 67: Guido Bonatti and
Bartholomew of l'arma; chap. 60: Raymond Lull. What close readers of
the general history of those centuries and Scripture-theologians have seen
remotely or guessed at is here bared before the eye: the learning of those
centuries was shot through with magic and often openly leaned on magic.
,vhat domination the arch-magician exercised on the minds of men and
on the affairs of the world! The two volumes before us tell only :i part
of the story. How many volumes will be needed to bring the history of
magic down to the twentieth century? 'rhe world is still full of magic
in thousands of different manifestations, and especially our enlightened
and cultured age is an age in which occult arts and practises, arts of
divination, astrology, hidden cults, demon-worship, etc., arc rampant. · A word about the composite title of this treatise. The author explains it
thus: "My idea is that magic and experimental science lmvc been connected
in their development, that magicians were perhaps the ilrst to experiment,
and that the history of both magic and experimental science can he better
understood by studying them together." (I, 2.) For the relation between
magic ancl the empirical sciences a greiit many respectable authorities cm1
he quoted. This relation need not- it should not- lower our esteem of
what we call "exact science" in our day. nfany greiit achievements have
had a trifling or even a contemptible occasion for their origin. The
relation shows, on the one hand, that many magictil fetits could be explained on natural grounds if one possessed the necessary knowledge, and
, that scicntiilc discovery must work with hypotheses and guesses. If we
bear in mind the Scriptural view of magic as a work of darkness and the
powers of evil, the relation shows, lastly, that the devil will strive to keep
control of "exact science" as he docs of magic. \Vhat compelling reason is
there why so many scientists, natural philosophers, etc., should be infidels,
atheists, etc.?
DAU.
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J. O. IIinrichs'sche Buchhandlting, Leipzig, and G. E. Btechcrt & Oo.,
New York, N. Y.:The Testament of Solomon. With introduction by Ohester Oharlton
McOown. XII and 302 pages.
In the circles in which the apocryphal literature of the early Christian
Church originated a belief prevailed that Solomon had been a magician
and exercised power over a host of demons, whom he even employed in the
construction of his Temple. His love for a Shunammitc girl brought his
downfall, and the spell which he had cast upon the demons was broken,
as one of the demons had predicted. l!'or the use of posterity he left his
"testament," in which he recorded the magical rites and formulas for summoning and binding a spell upon demons. 'l'hc book that goes under the
name of his "testament" is a curious medley of folk-lore and magic and
affords a glimpse of the strange mixture of pagan superstitions and the
true Christian faith in Ohristus invictus which characterizes certain phases
of early Christianity. The present treatise exhibits the meticulous care
which a modern scholar is expected to exercise in his research work and
in the editing of ancient manuscripts. The Professor of New Testament
Literature and Interpretation in the Pacific School of Religion in his
preface tells the interesting story how he came to write this treatise, and
the treatise itself bears witness throughout of the diplomatic accuracy
with which his work was done at Mount Athos, Bologna, Holkham Hall,
Jerusalem, the British Museum, Milan, Paris, a11d Vienna. The second
part of the treatise contains the Greek text of the Llia{h7x1J :EoJ.oµwn:o
with a critical apparatus and six very thorough indexes: an index of
Grammar and Syntax, of Angelology, Astrology, Demonology, and Magic,
of Greek Words, of Modern Greek, of Subjects and Persons, and of Quotations from Ancient Authors. Ten closely printed pages at the end of the
first part give the bibliography of works employed in this treatise. Errata:
P· 5, "pretaining" for "pertaining"; p. 45, "kinrcd" for "kindred."
DAU.

Uncited Ltttheran Publication IIouse, Philadelphia, Pa.: The Sunday Problem. By the Committee on Moral and Social Welfare
of the United Lutheran Church ~n America. 70 pages.
·
The plan under which this study-book was prepared is most commendable. Problems that concern our every-day life as Christians aml
more especially as Christian citizens are to be taken up for special study
by individual Lutherans or groups of Lutherans. The present manual
presents in an introductory chapter the issue between Mr. Worldly-wise
Man and Mr. Christian, which has in all ages, created the Sunday problem.
'.!.'his problem is but a phase of the perpetual struggle of the Spirit with
the flesh. Then follow four chapters on the Jewish Sabbath, the Christian
Lord's Day, the "Blue-law" Sabbath, and the Modern Sunday. Each
chapter is a substantial exhibition of the pertinent facts relating to the
subjects and contains ample information. Chapter VI presents the conclusion in the form of a plea to Christians to make their convictions regarding the Christian Sunday a moral force in our country. ·At the end
of each cimpter there is a questionnaire that may aid in reviewing. In
an appendix Luther's explanation of the Third .Commandment from the
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Large Catechism is added. The Lutheran view of the Sunday as expressed
in the two Catechisms of Luther and in the Augsburg Confession is the
one advocated in this treatise. This is the only correct one, and there is
no reason why the committee should be timid or guarded in voicing it, as
they do when they say: "There are those, and we are frank to confess
that our sympathies are with them, who believe the question to be a New
Testament or evangelical problem, one that centers about the Lord's Day
rather than the Sabbath" ( p. 13) ; or when they depreciate their own conclusion by declaring: "No conclusion can be adequate or perfectly satisfactory. We could not possibly hope to have you agree with us in every
detail of such a conclusion" (p. 3). 'rhe modern horror of "proof-texts"
seems to crop· out in this statement: "Our approiich to the problem be·
fore us is through the Word of God, not through a single verse lifted out
of its setting [italics ours], but tlirough an honest effort to approach in
a reverent way the wonderful revelation of God in Christ." (p. 8.) The
Lutheran Church proves her doctrine of Sunday from "single" Bible-texts,
such as Acts 15, 10; 2 Cor. 13, 10; Col. 2, 16. 20; Titus 1, 14; Matt. 15,
14. 13; Gal. 5, 1; 1 Cor. 14, 40; Phil. 2, 14 (see Augsburg Confession,
both texts). It is worthy of note, too, how our Lord in His controversy
with the Pharisees, Matt. 12, 1-9, handles Bible references without any
fear lest He violate the context.
DAU.
Lesson Commentary for Sunday-schools of the Lutheran Church. 1923.
Edited by Charles I'. Wiles, D. D., William L. Hunton, D. D., D. Burt
Hmith, D. D. 320 pages.
'rhe lessons for the first quarter of this anmrnl are all from Luke and
present Jesus as the World's Savior. During· the second quarter Great
Men and ·women of the Old, and during the third quarter, of the New
Testament, are presented. I!'or the last quarter Missionary Messages of
the Bible are offered. The Commentary on these lessons is illustrated for
the leaders in Sunday-school work and for the private study of pastors.
The text of the lessons is taken from the Revised Version. This is followed
by 1t topical outline, ,and explanatory material is offered in a chapter
inscribed "Oriental Side-lights," after which the Geographical and Historical Setting of the lesson is discussed in another chapter. There follows
an analysis and interpretation of the lesson and finally a chapter in which
the lesson is illustrated and applied. The plan followed is a goocl one.
1n' the interpretation and application of the lesson the ethical value is
ever strongly emphasized.
DAU.

A1tgnstana, Boole Concern, Rock Island, Ill.: -

Women of the Bible. Rev. Algot Theodore Lundholm. Vol. I: Old Testament. 259 pages.
During three different pastorates in twenty years the author delivered
these beautifully plain, simple, instructive, and edifying lectures to the
Ladies' Aids in his congregations. In an age that is gone daft in fcministic
v·agaries, it is refreshing and reassuring to rcacl sentiments like these: "The dignity and nobility of wifehood and motherhood ought to be
held up before the woman of to-day as never before; because if this Godgiven function of the woman be ignored or held in contempt, humanity will
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compared with them. Her sphere is the more important because she
determines not only the present, but the future welfare of generations.
SJie has in lier hands the shaping of life itself, and she gives it direction
not for time only, but for eternity as well. It is for her to keep the
deeper life-spring.s sweet and free from bitterness. She wields a power
as Wife and mother which ought to nmke her tremble, because she lays
foundations on which life-structures are to rest, stand, or fall. 'What
greater power is there? 'What more can a woman aspire to?
"No wife and mother who lives for her home and her family would
exchange her place with any other woman. Her calling is so high, so
~a~red, that she has no higher aspirations. The homo has its sorrows,
'lfa disappointments, its tears, and its heartaches; but, after all, that
place is the only bit of heaven left on earth, and the woman must care·
fully guard it and let nothing take it out of her hands. This model
lllatron of the Book of Proverbs would never have been accorded the place
she occupies in the Scriptures if she had not lived for her l10me and family
as Wife and mother. The description here given of 'fhe Woman Ideal may
be out of accord with the thought and the refinement of the present age;
the picture is painted by the hand of God Himself, and what rqortal
is there who would presume to improve upon it? No place in life brings
to the woman the full measure of happiness that the place of wife and '
lllother brings. Let tho woman search her own heart and sec how true
this is."
,
'l'hese words were spoken to women: all honor to the man who spoke
them and to the women who appreciated them. The author treats the
following characters: The Woman Ideal (Prov. 31, 10-31) ; Eve, the First
Woman; Saral1, the Mother of the Faithful; Rebekah, a Partial Mother
and a Deceptive Wife; Rachel, the llfother of Joseph; Miriam, the Sister
and Patriot; Ruth, the Forcmothcr of Christ; Deborah, the Woman of
Action; Jephthah's Datwhter an Example of Filial Love; Delilah, the
l'•a1thless
.
"
' Endor; Hannah, the Mother of Samuel;
Wife; 'l'hc Witch
of
Abigail, David's Fair Wife; Tlie Queen of Slielm, Solomon's Royal Guest;
Jezebel, the Evil Genius of a Tyrant King; The Shunammite Woman;
Queen Esther, a Star of the First Magnitude.
DAU.

?ut

George II. Doran Oo., New York, N. Y.: The Constitution of the United States. James ill. Beck, LL. D. With
a Preface by t!ie Ji}arl of Balfoiir. XXIII and 280 pages.
The Solicitor-General of the United States here offers a brief study of
the genesis, formulation, and political philosophy of the fundttmental law
of our country. The book contains four lectures. 'l'he first three were
delivered under the auspices and on the invitation of the University of
London on June 13, 15, and 19, 1922, in tlie Hall of Gray's Inn, of which
the author is Honorary Barrister. The Earl of Balfour presided at the
first, and Sir John Simon, K. C., at the last lecture. Both have written
brief introductions for this book. 'l'he first two lectures tell the story of
ten years of our national life that are little known even by Americans.
After the surrender at Yorktown ,the United States was far from being
established as an independent nation. The Articles of Federation of 1781
Were an inefficient instrument for building up the young republic. 'l'he
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jealousies of the colonies among themselves and their general aversion to
setting up a strong central government nearly wrecked the political enterprise so auspiciously launched by the Declaration of Independence. Wisc
statesmanship, great mutual forbearance, and dogged persistency were required to formulate our Constitution. How this work was done at Philadelphia in the summer of 1787, with the utter exclusion of publicity, is
well told in this book, However, in tracfog the genealogy of the basic
law' of our land the author lias allowed his pro-British sentiments to
weaken his presentation of facts. In view of the local circumstai1ces under
which his lectures were delivered one can condone the great deference he
paid his British audience. It was very human. Whether the Englishspeaking race is the gens aeterna (p. 152) is to us a mere academic question, which all who wish may argue to their heart's content, as we did
at college in our debating clubs, where all such intricate problems were
solved perfectly. But historicity winces .under the claim, advanced again
and again in these lectures, that the Constitution of the United States is
one of the great achievements of the English-speaking race, in which England and America - "in whose keeping the destinies of the world are to
a very large extent" - share alike; "for however broad the stream of
our national life, l10w could we ignore its chief source?" (p. 2 f. and
passim.) This view is what' a cautious modern critic would call "interesting." John has lorded it over Jonathan, until Jonathan rises in disgust,
knocks John down, and says that he will henceforth conduct his own
business without orders from John. Hundred and fifty years afterwards
the descendants of John and Jonathan meet, and ,Jonathan's great-grandson says to John's great-grandson: Was it not a glorious achievement of
our ancestors when they jointly set up Jonathan in business? We Imagine
the historians in Mr. Beck's audience must have grinned audibly when their
American visitor treated them to this observation. In Mr. Deck's view the
charter of the Colony of Virginia is "the mustard-seed from which a great
tree wew in the American Commonwealth." (p. 19.) What "the adventurers". who came over in the Mayflower did is treated as of little moment.
The influence of Pennsylvania and New York in the shaping of tlie destinies of the young republic is Jiardly indicated. Worst of all, the author
docs not seem to know anything about the Tories in those days and their
work to thwart the aspirations of the liberty- and independence-loving
colonists. - The most satisfactory chapter in this book is the third lecture,
which explains the political philosophy embodied in the Constitution of
tl1e United States. Here words are spoken regarding representative government, the checks placed upon governmental authority, personal liberty, inalienable rights, the independence of the judiciary, etc., that deserve to be
repeated in every school of our land. - The author has added to his
London lectures a fourth one on "The Revolt against Authority," which he
delivered at the session of the American Dar Association in Cincinnati on
August 31, 1921. In this lecture lie expounds and applies Prov. 29, 18,
which he renders: "Where there is no vision, the people cast off restraint,"
and expatiates with admiration on the allocution of Pope Benedict to the
Cardinals' College at Rome on Christmas Eve, 1920. - In an Appendix the
text of the Articles of Confederation of 1777 and the Constitution of the
United States is given with brief explanatory notes. - On page 65 "fra-
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grant" should be changed to "fragment," on page 94 and elsewhere
"Gouveneur" to "Gouverneur," on page 96 "dulce" to "dulci," on page 147
"forgo" to "forego," on page 188 "dis3:ssociate with" to "disassociate from,"
on page 206 "equipose" to "equipoise."
DAU.

Augustana Book, Concern, Rock Island, Ill.: The Lord's Supper. G. A. Brandelle. 16 pages.
This tract serves communicants as an aid for preparing to go to
Communion, and, in general, any one who desires quick and succinct information regarding the teaching of the Lutheran Church concerning the
sacred Sacrament. The tract explains the nature of this Sacrament, its
purpose, the gifts conveyed by it, who may and who may not come to the
Sacrament, and why some neglect it. On pp. 5 and 10 the presence of
Christ in the sacramental elements is identified with that of Christ in the
·word. This is inaccurate. The sacramental presence has no parallel; that
is why we call it the sacramental presence. It is just as incomprehensible
as His presence in the life-giving Word of Grace, and it is just as effectual,
but it occurs only in the act of communing. On p. 7 tho statement:
"Christ, through His self-sacrifice on the cross, made it possible for us to
be saved," is .weak. Christ actually saved us by this sacrifice, and in the
Gospel and in the Sacraments offers us a complete and perfect salvation.
( "Come, for all things are ready.") Our faith, or lack of faith, docs not
in the least affect the salvation which He achieved. - On the same page
the remark that the person who comes to Communion trusting in the
mercy of God and the promises of Christ lias within his own heart that for
which he seeks, namely, the forgiveness of sins and the offer of assurance
and peace with God for time and eternity, had better be omitted. It breaks
down in time of tribulation and is not essential at other times. The external word of promise is at all times the adequate ground of assurance
to the Christian.
DAU.
George H. Doran Oo., New York, N. Y.: Messages from Master Minds. J. W. G. Ward.

VI and 310 pages.
For occasional lighter reading th,ese character sketches, Shakespeare,
Milton, Burns, Wordsworth, Coleridge, Lamb, Carlyle, Emerson, Longfellow, Whittier, Holmes, Lowell, Tennyson, Browning, Dickens, Ruskin,
Arnold, .'.I.'olstoy, Stevenson, and Thompson, are just what one would desire
after a season of hard study. The theological element is not lacking in
these studies, although .it is overshadowed by the literary element. The
author's aim, in fact, l1as been to trace the Christian element in the life
history and the literary products of the authors whom he discusses.
DAU.
Augustana Boola Concern, Rook Island, Ill.: Chronicles of the Schoenberg-Cotta Family. Mrs. Andrew Charles.
490 pages.
The well-known Reformation story classic, reproducing the principal
events in Luther's life in the form of diary entries by members of the
family that became so intimately connected with the Reformation movement, is here presented in a smooth and generally faithful rendering.
As all who have examined these chronicles know, the references in it to
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DAU.
a ques t ionnaue for the public examination of catechumens.
United Lutheran Pitblioation House Philadelphia, Pa.: .

'

Russelhsm. A Counterfeit Christianity. Joseph Stumv, D. D.
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~erning man, sin and its penalty, the Trinity, the resurrection of Christ,
18 a denial of the teaching of Scripture, and that Russellism is "not merely,
as some may imagine, a curious form of millennialism, but an antichristian
,religion."
DAU.

I

The Journal and Essays of John Woolman. Edited from the original

The Macmillan, Go., New York, N. Y.:-

I
I
I

I

I
I
'

•i

ll!ttnuscripts, with a biographical introduction by Amelia 1lfott Gummere. Rancocas Edition. XXII and 643 pages.
h The New Jersey Quaker, so prominent during the eighteenth ce~tury,
l as. here had his diary and essays edited with diplomatic accuracy ancl
oving care by the widow of Frnncis B. Gummcre, wl10 for many yeitrs
Was engaged in extensive research work here and in England on the life
and labors of one of the most outstanding figures in that quaint fanaticism
known as American Quakerism. To the student of religion and religions
this Volume presents invaluable information. But also the student of his·
~ory and social conditions will find few works which portray conditions
1
n Pennsylvania during the half century preceding the Revolution as faithfully and strikingly as this book. Besides the proverbial common-sense
and 110mely wisdom which characterizes Quaker discourse, this publication
deserves to be studied for its lino, easy, iluent English.
DAU.

The Evolution of Hungary and Its Place in European History. Ooimt
l'aul :/.'elelci, J>h. D. 312 pages, with 41 illustrative sheets and graphs.
It is more than a bird's-eye view which one obtains from this book of
the history of the one brother nation to the ]'inns in Europe, the Magyars
Who settled in the ninth century in the basin formed by the Carpathian,
the Dinaridi, and the Balkan :Monnfain ranges. Tl1ese settlers, who adopted
the Western form of· civilization and culture in p1·eference to their own
Oriental form, at one time were tlie bulwark against the inroads of the
Turkfl and eagerly adopted the Reformation in the sixteenth century. 'l'he
former Prime Minister of Hungary, now Professor of Geography in the
l<'aculty of Economics at the University of Budapest, delivered the lectures
,vhich constitute the contents of this book at the Institute of Politics at
Williamstown; Mass., in 1021. His presentation of geographical, historical,
antl ethnological facts helps one to realize the egregious ignorance al!ll
folly of the framers of the Trianon 'frcaty, which partitioned the territories of the Hapsburg monarchy.
DAU.
The Russian Immigrant. Jerome Davis, Ph.D. 2Hl pages.
On the basis of data obtained by personal research and observation,
by correspondence and conversations with Russians in America, and by
extensive reading, the Assistant Professor of Sociology at Dartmouth here
~raws a striking pen-picture of the misery and social isolation of Russian
unmigrants to our country, tlrnt make them hate the Americans and
.tnake us indignant at the men in our country who exploit immigrants in
their mammonistic interests. Tlie author holds that the influence of the
Protestant Church in tJ1e United States on the Russian immigrants is
a negligible quantity. He has found that "among all the Russian churches
listed in the United States Census only two used the English language as

(
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DAU,
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:Mostly froJil
Facts Concerning the Crucified Christ and llis Church.
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.
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DAV',
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16 pages.

II_eidenpredigt. Georg Naumann, 24 pages.
Ein Tag im Missionsgehoeft. Geo. A. Naumann. l6 pages.
Erstlinge. Aus dem Missionsleben. Von einem Missionar. 16 pages.
These tracts offer good material for lectures or addresses at missionfestivals or to church societies. The s~cond and the third are by one of
our, pastors who formerly served in India.
DAU.
Sohrif tenverein, E. J[laerner, Zwialcati, Saxony: -

Ein SiegesJied.
Stockholm.

Bctrachtung ueber den 68. Psalm.
68 pages.

Axel B. Svensson,

The 68th Psalm is dear to Lutherans. It was this psalm that cheered
Luther in the period of stress and storm before lie was retired to the
Wartburg. Tl1e sentiments o't this psalm appear frequently in his sermons
and his polemical literature of that period. His first literary product
during his Wartburg exile was an exposition of tliis psalm. (See St. L.
Ed. V, 657-695.) In it he voiced bis confidence in the victory of the cause
he had championed, and his confidence in the victory of the Church in
, every age. Ps. 68 is the paean of faith for all who wage the wars of the
Lord. Editor Svensson's exposition breathes the old indomitable Lutheran
spirit over against the enemies of the Lord. It treats the 68th Psalm from
the Hebrew text and the Swedish translation. It speaks a language such
as Missourians love - plain, direct, and forceful. When our brethren
WiUkornm and Michael on their way to Finnland called on the author, lie
gave them this psalm as a souvenir. Rev. Michael has examined the
German translation, wliich was made in Sweden some time ago. It is well
that this souvenir is given to a greater public by this publication, because it adds new evidence to the fact, noted before, that there is unity
of faith between such Swedes as the author and ourselves and our brethren
in Europe.
DAU.
Norrmans-Tryclceriet, Stockholm: -

Beraettelse oever Bibeltrogna vaenners verksambet under aar 1922,

I

I,

avgiven i juni 1923. 168 pages.
The society which in this publication submits its annual report, for
1922 was introduced to our readers lately in a series of articles that gave
the history of its origin and development, also in a review of its annual
l'eport for 1921. The present report is built up on the same general plan
as its predecessor. First comes a meditation on Matt. 2, 13-23, which
Parallels the issues before tlie Church in our day with those in the days
of ,the infant Jesus. Modern Bible criticism is bent on destroying Christ
as Herod tried to destroy Him. Then comes the report of the executive
board, which shows progress in the society's work all along the line and
concludes with the old Christian sigh for deliverance and the' return of
the Lord, "Maran-atha!" Tl1e next chapter describes in detail the various
activities of the society, important Jrnppenings within its constituency in
Sweden, brief obituaries of its workmen departed during the year, and
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excerpts from correspondence of its members with the oflicers. The society's
missions in Abyssinht are given a very full and illuminating description.
The development of the society forms the subject of the next chapter. 'The
treasurer's report shows that 361,360:57 kronor were handled by him,
Then follows the constitution of the society, a roster of its membership,
and the program for its meeting at Stockholm in 1023. The Missouri
Synod will always watch with a congenial interest the struggle of these
Swedish adherents to the 'Nord of God and Luther's doctrine pure.
DAU.

FJldonajo de Lnterana Elclona 8ooieto, 8 Bahnhof-Fftrasse, Zwiolcau i. F:J.,
en Germanlanclo, Europa: -

La Kristana Doktrino en Demandoj kaj Respondoj. Komparu Ia Novan
Testamenton kaj la Psalmaron. 11 pages.
The Christian doctrine after the order o~ the Catechism is here presented in Esperanto in 76 questions and answers, with proof-texts from
the New Testament and the Psalms.
DAU.
ilugustana Book Concern, Rook Island, Ill.: -

No. 10 of the Augustana Octavo Series of Church Music for Mixed
Voices offers G. S. Bach's F:Jong of the Pilgrim and Gerhard T.
Alexis's O J,amb of God.

DAU,

,tgentur des Rauhen Ilauses, llamburg 2G: -

Die \Veltreligionen und das Christentum.

Dr . .illartit~ Sohlnnlc.

213

pttges.
Very few persons have a conception of the gigantic struggles which
in these days of internationalism and disappearing distances and etlmographical boundaries is being fought in the realm of spirits between Christianity and the non-Christian religions. Christian missionaries in heathen
lands do not always nor fully rcitlize the character of the opposition which
they are encountering. Nor do their constituents at home, who support
~hem, appreciate the victories which the light of Christian truth is gainmg over pagan darkness. To collect and disseminate information on the
above matter is the noble purpo:ie of this treatise, which is a marvel of
conciseness, considering the wealth of material that had to be compressed
and packed into its paragraphs. In an introductory chapter the author
sketches the magnitude of his task and passes judgment on previous
attempts at solving the literary problems with which he is wrestling.
It is not plain why he scores Warneck's definition of Christian missions
("the sum total of Christian activities which aim :it the planting and
organization of the Christian Church amo~g non-Christians") as "naive,"
wlien he admits that this definition is a postulate of Christianity (p. 14),
and that all Christian mission endeavor would be senseless if it did not
start from the conviction of the absolute supremacy of the Christian over
every other religion (p. 10). In the first part of his treatise he describes
the religions of tribes that have been severed from the main body of mankind, and of semicultured races. This is followed by chapters on the religions of Cl1ina, ,Japan, the popular religion of India, Buddhism and Islam.
In the second part he compares in five chapters basic religious ideas of
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Christianity with their counterpart in the non-Christian religions, vi.z., the
concept of God; of redemption; the moral force; the philosophy of life
( Weltanschanimg) ; the consciousness of a divine revelation. In a final
chapter he draws his conclusions for the practical end of Christian missionary operations. 'l'hc second part is the least satisfactory in the hook:
the characterization of Christian redemption as an ethical process is not
Ilihlical. There is too much deference shown by the author to authorities
like '.l'rocltsch, von Orelli, Pfleiderer, in fact, to the historico-rcligious
school of our times. A good working bibliography and index add appreciably to the value of the treatise.
DAU.

Gustav FJohloessmamns Verlagsbnohhandlung, Leipzig and llarnburg: -

An England. Meister Guntram von A11,gsb10·g. 30 pages.
Taking his cue from the remark of Lloyd George that the only helper
to whom Germany in its present distress can he commended is the God
of all mercy, the author, in a spirit of solemn appeal to the court of
divine justice, exhibits the meanness and perfidy of the framers of the
Treaty of Versailles which has brought inclescrihahle misery upon Germany, ·
which had laid down its arms in good faith, trusting in the word of an
American President, and which invites the vengeance of heaven. DAU.

Agentnr des Rauhen Jiaitses, llainburg, Genn1my: Bis ins Elend. Ein Kampf um die IIeimat. Max Trezi. 230 pages.
This novel tells the story how an old-estahlishecl and well-organized
colony of Germans of the Reformed Church which had first enjoyed the
protection of the Austro-Hungarian Government, was forced by Magyars,
Pole:;, Slovaks, and Ruthenians to give up the use of the German langmige
arnl had all its vested privileges trampled on. The story is au instructive
study in Pau-Germanism, on the one hand, that is, the effort to spread
- Gc\·man JC11ltur in foreign countries, and in Anti-Germanism, on the other,
that is, the malicious political efforts of jealous peoples to extirpate
German inlluence.
DAU.
0. Jud illttellers Verlagsbitchhandlung, llallc: 385 pages. Illustrated.
The author of the novel Oajus von Derbe, der Gefaehrtc. des I'auius,
had been invited by his publisher to write the story of the Christian Church
of the future in the form of a novel. This is the product. 'l'he "lords of
the earth" nre Antichrist and Christ. Christ, by His second visible coming
and rule on earth, dethrones the mammonistic and capitalistic Antichrist,
who is not the Roman Pope, hut the new power arising at Constantinople.
Berlin, Constantinople, and Jerusalem are the scenes of the drama which
the author's imagination emicts for his reader. 'l'he visions of the Apocalypse of John, Paul's prediction of the salvation of "all Israel" in Rom. 11,
and other Ilihle-texts are all made to fit into the author's romance. In
fact, he sfates in an epilog that his chief aim has heen, not to write a story,
hut to show the meaning of Ilihle-teaehing regarding the return of Christ.
'.l'his is very unfortunate. He should have adhered to story-telling in the
ordinary sense, which he understands exceedingly well.
DAU.

Die Herren cler Ertle. Ji'erdinand Brookes.

I
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B. G. 7'e.ulmer, Berlin-Leipzig: -

Eclogae Graecolatinae. _Fasc. l: Auswahl ans Augustins Confessioncs.
Herausgegeben von A. J(urfess. Fasc. 2: Quellen zum Leben Karls
des Grossen. Herausgegeben von Dr. Goswin Prcnlcen. I<'asc. 3: Auswahl aus Albin Tibullus. Herausgegebcn von II. Ostern. ]'asc. 4:
Auswahl aus T. Lucretius Carns' De Rerurn Natura. IIcrnusgegeben
von Dr. Wilhelm Schoene. Fasc. 5: Auswahl aus Valerius' Ccitullus.
Herausgegeben von II. Ostern. 32 pages each.
These selections from classical authors, prefaced by it brief introduction and supplied with ample footnotes to facilitate translations, are designed for use in reading circles. The selec,tions from religious classics
should be increased. Our pastors might use them with profit by devoting
a half hour to reading them at smaller conferences.
DAU.

C. Ludwig Ungelenlc, Dresden-Leipzig: -

Die Seelsorge an den werdenden Seelsorgern.

Lie. Erich Btangc.
· 14 pages.
This address was delivered at a German Evangelical Pastors' Day at
Leipzig and published in Pastor~lblaetter, LXV, 1, from which it is reprinted. It will stimulate meditation, as well as discussion at past-0ral
1
conferences.
•
DAU.
Verlag des Allgerneine1i Ev.-Luth. Schult>ereins, Dresden-Klotzsche: -

Eine lutherische hoehere Schule. Sehuldirelctor Jlabenicht. 13 pages.
Volksmission auf dem Gebiete christlicher Jugenderziehung. 16 pages.
The first of these tracts is a plea for the support of the Christianschnle
at Hermannsburg, founded by Pastor Christian Harms in 1867. The second
tract affords a glimpse of the struggle which Lutherans in Germany arc
putting forth under the present government to retain a Christian system
of education in the state schools. The only solution of the trouble will
be found to be the organization of schools independent of state control and
to fight for the right to do this.
DAU.

Agentur des Rauhen Ilauses, Ilamburg 26, Germany: -

Des Abendlandes Rettung oder Untergang. Dr. l'aul Blatt.

80 pages.
This brochure is a critique of Oswald Spengler's epochal Untc1·ga,ng
des Abendlandes, from the viewpoint of positive Christian faith. In the
first part the author sketches the basic ideas of Spengler's book: the cultural problem, the symptoms of disease in the cultural life of the Occiclcnt,
and the logical prospects, as Spengler has visioned them. In the second
part the author's criticism is applied to the fundamental ideas of
Spengler's treatise, and the argument is advanced that there is an inner
necessity why cultural conditions in the Occident must continue and
develop further. In the last chapter "ways of siilvation" out of the existing distress are discussed, especially how to deal with the Ostproblem, the
problem of Soviet Russia, and inner new formations in Germany, that are
to affect the Kultur of the peasantry, the Jfoltur of the Occidental mind.
The author closes with a plea for a religious .regeneration by the Gospel
of the free grace of God in Christ as it was proclaimed against Rome in
the days of the Reformation. Spite of an occasioniil dissent which the
brochure rouses, we tl1ink, as a whole, it will prove profitable rettding.
DAU.

