Sermon Notes on Rom, 4:1-8, Trinity III

1.

E.

Judsism, Islam and Christianity claim Abraham. But on”Christianity
sneaks of Abraham as the father of believers. That is’the thereof Ron.
4., He is used as the pnrime exanmnle of justification by fsith in Christ.
See also Jn. 8 and Gal, 3.

At Ronm, 3:21 Paul said: "But now anart from the Law the righteousness
of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the Pronhets
Peter at Acts 10:43: "Of Christ all the pnronhets bear witness that
through His namegveryone who believes in Him has received forgiveness
of sins.'" And Jesus at Lk. 24:27: “And beginning with loses and with
all the nropnhets, He exnlained to them the things concerning Himself
in all the Scriptures.," What is the central teaching of the 0T? Christ,
the forgiveness of sins, justification by faith. See also Jn. 8:33-59.
Vs. 1 of our text can be read this way: "What should we say Abraham,
our natural ancestor, found?" Or this way: "What then shall we say
that, Abraham, our father, has found through his own deeds and efforts?"
In view of the context we consider the second translation sunerior,

The sense of vs, &2 is: "You see, if Abraham (really) wag justified on
the basis of his works he has something to boast of, bhut ?as matters
stand) not before God." It is axiomatic that neoole boast about their
deeds. That shows the sinfulness of human nature., But not e€ven Abrahan,
the father of believers, had anything to boast about before God. How
much less can we, his children, boastl!!

The voice of Scrioture is the voice of God. Gen. 15:6 1s guoted also
at Gal, 3:6, "Abraham believed God" means "Abraham believed what God
said." By believing Abraham was regarded, reckoned, counted, considered
righteous. God's reckoning changed Abraham's status before God. Is this
vs. sneaking about the righteousness of Christ? Yes., See Jn. 8:56. The
whole Cospel is found in Rom., 4:3. In the whole Bible faith is always
and ultimately faith in the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Do not for-
get that!!

, Vs. 4 reads: "For the laborer the wage is not reckoned on the basis of

favor but on the basis of what 1s owed." It 1s an axiom from everyday
life. It always pertains in the kingdom of power., Bven a pnastor gets
his salaery not by favor but on the basis of whset is owed to him: "The
laborer is worthy of his hire," Lk, 10:7, But in the kingdom of God
this orincinle is absolutely ruled out. Fven if I could keep the law
of God nerfectly I would still be saved by grace, not by ny works,

Vs. 5 contains the heart of Christisnity. The subjects of vsse. 4 and 5
are antonyms: the wage and the gift, "The one who does not work" neans
"the one who believes" which means "the one who receives," Faith is
here nictured as the receiving means. In this vs, "the one who does not
work" is the same verson as '"the godless man' as are all neople by
nature., By nature Abraham was a godless nan., Though he was a godless
man he received the #ift of Christ's righteousness. That hapovened about
2000 yesrs before Christ,

Vs. 6 introduces a second OT exariple, about 1000 B.C., David. The for-
civen stste of the believers is called "blessedness'". That is the heart
of Christianity.

In vss, 7-8 Paul goes on to quote Ps., 32:1-2, The word "blessed" occurs
twice in these vss, It denotes the forgiven state of the believer, It
refers back to the word "blessedness" in vs. 6. In vss. 7-8 2aul and
David use three verbs to describe the salvation of Jehovah, the God

of nromise: '"Forgive, cover, not reckon." Justification and forgiveness
are identical. Christ takes my sin and gives me His righteousness,

L0. The remainder of this chanter, not a part of our text, is an exposi=~

tion of Gen. 17:5 where CGod told Abrahan: "I have made vou the father
of many nations." This neans that Abrsham is the father of all t;uly
believing Jews and Gentiles. Since Abrshan's time (2000 B.C.) mill-
ions of believers have lived and died and gone to ever}lasting life.



sermon Outline.: on Ronm. 4:1-8, Trinity IIT

Theme: THE SAVING RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD CLEARLY REVEALED IN THE OLD
TESTAMENT '
Introduction: Many neonle have the mistaken idea that peonle in the
0T were saved in a way different from that in the NT.
But that is incorrect. Immediately after men sinned, God nromised the
Savior, Gen. 3:15. Throughout the OT this nromise onens and blooms like
a flower, Our text gives two examnles., Jesus (Lk. 24:27), Peter (Acts
10:43) and Paul (Rom., 3:21) make clear that there is only ONE way of
salvetion, clearly revealed already in the 01ld Testament.
I-The Examnle of Abraham, 2000 vears before Christ Vss, 1-5
A-Abraham had nothing in which to boast. In the kingdorn of this world
peonle receive wapes for their work., Vs. 4. The master of a worker
does the worker no favor by pnaying him. The worker earned it., In his
sinfulness natural man attempts to transfer this princinle into the
kingdom of God. But the works and worthiness of sinful- man is not
accentable to God, Rom, 3:23. Naturdl man is sinful since conceontion.
The wages of sin is death, Rom. 6:23., He cannot save himself., Abraham
learned that lesson 2000 years ago. By implication vs. 5 of our text
calls Abraham an ungodly man,
B-Abraham believed God and this was counted to him for righteousness.Vs.
This is a quotation from Gen. 15:6, repeated here in our text and
gd%again at Gal, 3:6., Jesus said of Abraham: "Abraham your Father rejoice
Jn2 b0 see My day. He saw it and was glad.'" What does this mean? It meang
that he believed and trusted only in the righteousness of Christ for
forgiveness and salvation, It is the same righteousness of which Paul
speaks at Php, 3:9: "Not having my own righteousness, which is Trom
the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness
which is from God by faith.'" Abraham had nothing of which to boast bhe-
fore God. He believed in God Vho justifies the ungodly man and this
faith was reckoned for righteousness., laith in Christ is a gift of
God which comes through God's Word. With the faith God gives the
righteousness of Christ., That is what Abraham had and is now in heaven.
II-The Examole of NDavid, 1000 vears before Christ Vss. 6-8
A=David admits his lawlessness and sins in our text. Vs. 7
Devid is soveaking of himself when he says: "Blessed are those whosse
lawlessnesses are forgiven and whose sins are covered," Though David
is now in everlasting life he did not get there by his own works and
worthiness. Though he was permitted to write many Psalms he did not
earn his way to heaven, He said of himself: "Behold I was shanen in
iniguity and in sin did my mother conceive me." Pg, 51:5, Though he
was a fine young man he said: "Remember not the sins of my youth."
Ps., 25:7, And we know the story of his fornication with Bathsheba
and the murder which followed. We know the words of confession in
Ps. HDl. Abraham and David were no different from any of us. All have
sinned and come short of the glory of God. Rom, 3:23,
But David clearly also knew and believed the Gospel, Vss, 7-8
1-He knew he was blessed because the Lord did not count his sin
ageinst him. God not only forgives. He also forgets. We often hear
neonle say: "I'1ll forgive but I won't forget." That is not God's
way. No man can undo sin. But when God forgives He no longer holds
the sin against that nerson. David believed the vwronises of God.
His sing were no loneger counted asainst him,
2-He knew that he was blessed becsause his lawlessnesses were forgiven
and his sins covered. Just as clothing covers nakedness, so the
grace of God covers the believer's sins. In the OT it wss called
justification, forgiveness and covering, It all amounts to the
same thing and that is blessedness., The Day of Atonement, Lev. 16,
was known as YOM KIP UR, the Day of Covering, On that day they
reminded themselves that theilr sins were covered,
Conclusion: The savine righteousness of God is clearly taught in the OT,
Abraham and David had the same foreiveness which we have,
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