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, c1:11.un JJuLc-; on Jt('_l:Jl'. L~:ld-r'.~J, 'l'rinity VI 

1.HEbr. 12:1-13 WArns us not to rebel AP.:ainst G-oo v,1llen we 2.re chastened 
by Him. Vss. 14-17 and 25-29 continue thRt wRrning and encoura~enent. 
Vss. 18-24 could be considered a grnnd narenthesis in this warning sec­
tion, vss. 12-29. These vss. sneak of the proper motivntion of thE Chr~­
tien. It is not the fear and drFnd which the children of IR~nel rxneri­
enced nt l'It. [)j_n8i but rather the ,ioy and confj_d€nce expf::'.r:LEncc-;d by 
those 1.Nho helve a nnr.oached r·It. Zion. The LAW thrf' etens us and shows us 
our sins. ThF Gosnel comforts us and covets our sins. The Gospel makes 
us loyal ano faithful to the Lord and causes us to run the race of life 
as V·'E ou~ht run it. This section corrnrises two sentences: vss. 18-21 a.rii 
vss. 22-24. Both begin with the verb "you have annroached. 11 11 J:Por 11 is 
exolanatory. It introduces the reason for which we do not endure. It is 
answEred by the vwrd "however." in vs. 22. '11he word "8inai" j_s not men­
tioned here but is plainly implicit in the text. The details of vss. 
18-21 are taken from Deut. 4 and 5 and Ex. 19 and 20. The seven details 
mentioned here in vss. 18-19 are attendant to the giving of the Law on 
r, .. rt. Sinai. The ffosaic Lnw involved also the cer.emonial law which is 
called the "elements of the world" in Galstians and Colossians. This 
law not only reminded th~ peoole that they were sinful but also con­
tained shadows of the Gospel which were to be fulfilled in Christ Jesu~ 
This law tended toward the nhysical, tangible F.1nd touchable. The Temole 
in Jprusalem was a tangible thing. It was a shadow of the Christ Who 
WAS to come. When He sc1id to His enemies: 11 Destroy this temnle" etc., 
He meant Himself as the fulfillment of the Temple. The Sabbath WBS a 
temporary thing. It denoted rest. It was fulfilled in Christ and there­
fore is no more. The vvri ter of vs. 18 in our text says: 11You have not 
aoproached that which can be touched. 11 Now there follow four items 
which were attendant to the ~iving of the Law on Mt. Sinai! the blazing 
fire, dArkness, gloom and storm. The writer is not S8ying that the 
neonle of the Old Covenant had nothing but the Sinaitic Covenant. We 
know from chanter 11 that they had rnore than that. They had also the 
Abrahamitic Covenant. The Sinaitic Covenant is the Law of God. The 
Ahrahemi tic Covenant i.&" the Gospel of God. 'rhe former shows us our sin. 
~he lettRr shows us the grace of God. The former condemns. The latter 
conforts. Israel lived in the tirne of nror1ise, v,e, in tine of fulfillment. 

2.vs. 19: \/hen the neople heard the sound of the trumpet and God Himself 
sneaking they became terrified and asked that nothing nore be said. Thfu 
is how nan reacts to the Law of God.: See Gal. 3:19-24; tJ::l<j. The 
·writer of our text says: "You have ar)oroached more than that. 11 Vss. 
20-21 exnlain vs. 19. ~Che noint is that the Lnw threntens ounislm.ent. 
It holds out no hope of ~rnlvotion. l'fo~3es was a h:Lp;hly nrbrilGged rnan 
but vs. 21 tells us that he trembled nnd was exceedingly afraid ,..,:hen 
God snoke to the oeonle on Mt. Sinai. He was a sinner, saved by grBce. 

3. Vs. ;~:~ bF gins with Ht. Zion, the symbo 1 of the Kinr~dorn of God, the 
Gosnel, which cHne to us throu~h Jesus Christ. It is callEd th~ city 
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. The writer is sneaking 
about the holy ChristiEn Church, the cowrunion of saints, both those 
on FBrth ana those in hFaven. Enh. 1:10; Col. 1:20. At GAl. 4:26 P8ul 
C[-)lls it 11 rr1he JF.rusalem above is free, which is the nothFr of us ell. 11 

4.Vs. ~3 clfarly sneaks of the inhabitants of heRven: those who are firs~ 
born bfcc~mie they are of Christ THE first-born, Col. 1:15, those who 
E,re the elect of God (-see Ex. ~32:32; Ps. 69:28; Is. 4:3; Dan. 12:1; 
Lk. 10:20}, those for whom God jud~es, those just souls who have reached 
th e i r ,~ o 0 l • 

5.Vs. 24 snesks of Christ the Mediator Who fulfilled all. He wns murdered 
but His blood aoes not cry for vengeance ss does Abel's blood, His 
blood cleanses us from all sin and nlfad~ for us before the throne 
r,:f G-od · irl hEsaven. I 1 .. i d th" ,, 1 · c t .:i 1 t G.ln thf; wilderness srae reJeC~e 1s tosa1c ov6nan an11 w~re os·-. 
The writer asks: "lfov1 rmch gre.ater won't your ')unishment be if you 
now reject the New Cove1rnn t of Jesus? 11 



11hf T'le: DO N0'11 TURN AV··AY FROJ:.f HTIS vmo SPEAKS li'rtOH I-Ui:JWY~N (vs. 25 ) 
Tntroa uction: Hebrnvs wss v·iri tten c1 urin~ the Neronian pE:rsecu tj_ons. 

Christianity was forbidden but Judaism was pernitted. Jews 
·who had becorne Christians werE temoted to re turn to Juda ism and a bnndon 

( ) Christ. 'l'his whole epistle says: DO NOT DO THJ\T. Our text comes to grips 
·Fith this nroblem directly. It asks: "If Israel did not escape a!'ter re­
fusing the vo:ic e thnt spoke on ec1rth, how .much more will we not E~Bcr~pe 
:if WE turn Bway fron the voice which speaks fron her:3Ven?" 
I-Israel Turned Awa From Him Who Snoke on Earth,Vss. 18-21 

}l-1'.1t • SlnEll lS the Sym O Of the time of the lAW and r,romise • 'de know 
from the last four books of Moses that God f;ove the Covenant of the 
Law throu_gh Hoses to Israel on Mt. Sinai. It co.rrnrised three Jcj_nds of 
law: I'lora 1, cerenonis l EJnd Poli ti cal. 'I1he rnora 1 lffw, the ten cowwnd­
ments, showed them their sin. The ceremonial law was the system of 
shadows which prefigured Christ. The nolitical laws ~overn~d Israel 
as An earthly kin~don. Vss. 18-21 show us how frightened Israel WAS 

·when God snoke to them from the r1ou.ntoin. Even Hoses wos so E1fraid 
thnt hF sFdd: ''I Bl'!l fui1 of fenr and tremblinr:." That is the r:1orfll law. 
Vs. 18 r'l.entions "thnt which c2.n he touched." rrhat hint:=, Rt the cere­
ri10nial lav.,, the law of cereJ11.onies. For exaanle: circumcision, sccri­
fices, the Temale, etc. These things riointed forward to Christ. 

B-But Israel did not see the fulfillment of what Mt. Sinai foretold. 
Ci-81. 0:23-25 reads: "But before faith (fulfillment) came, we were 
kerit under «uard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward 
be revealed. r~he.refore the law vws our tutor to bring us to Christ, 
thRt we night be justified by faith. But after faith hos co1,1e, we are 
no longer under a tutor." The L'.Iosaic Lmv and its era led 9eonle to 
Christ, the Savior. They believed the promises about Him. Jesus snid 
of that tine: 11Hany nro;:ihets nnd kinP,s havF d.esired to see ,vh,,t you 

,, see, And hnve not seen it." Lk. 10: 24.:. David and Isaiah lonr;ed for 
I tJ1e fnJ.fillment but did not exoeriFnce it. 

C-Israel lost ev6rlBsting life by turning away from the l1osaic Covenant 
in the desert. This was a r.;reat trrigedy. But how nuch worse if we 
now turn away fron Christ Who has fulfilled all!! 

II-LFt Us Not 'l'urn /\way :B1 rom Him Who f1oeaks to Us :B'rom lIEaven, v~rn. 22-24 
.A-ldt. '.r..ion is the symbo 1 of th6 tiae of f 11lfi 1 lmen t. Vs. 22 

1-It is the city of the living God, henvenly Jerusalem, a festivsl 
host of myriads of heavenly angels. The book of Revelation ~ives us 
glinpses of this. It is not a forbidding scene os was Mt. Sinai. 
It is an invitin~ scene. By faith we ere Already citizens of ~aven. 
By faith we are heirs of eternal life. 

2-It is the throng of the heavenly, first-horn elect of God. It is 
the thr~ng of the heavenly justified neonle who have reached their 
goal. It is the orE sence of God Who j udp;es in favor of the be 1 iever. 
'l'his is v,ihFit we call the holy Christian Church, the comnrnnion of 
s2ints, the church on earth and in heaven. E1h. 1:10; Col. 1:20. 

3-It is the Mediator of the New Testament, Jesus~ whose blood does 
not cry for vengennce aB does J\be 1 1 s but whose blood cries for our 
nArdon and forgiveness. 

B-All of this V'E heve Gnoroached by faith in J<.=-sus. Jesus once snid: 
"f.ver.vone to whom much is p;i ven, from him much wi 11 be re quired." 
Lk. 12:48. Prophets and kings longed to see and hear what we see 
and hear. Our loss will be greater if we abandon this New Testament. 
Let us not be like the dog in thE fable. He stood on a bridge with 
a niece of meat in his mouth. When he looked at his shadow in the 
river he let go of the meat he had, thinking that he would ~ain more. 
but by doing so he lost everything. 

Conclusion: Only one thing is required of us and that is that we renain 
faithful unto death. Let us never ~ive us our faith and 
confession. 




