sermon Notes on Rom. 7:14-25, Trinity XI
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Romans 6-8 isywonderful passage on the life of a Christian: is
qiad to sin in princionle and in practice. Though he ;st;agéiﬁg ﬁ;
is Stlll a s%nner..The Holy Spirit delivers him from the power of
tpe flesh, gives him gonship and assures him of future glory and
¥1ct2ry over all enemies., It is a remarkable passage of:ScriDture.
wﬁq¥°éo§§ ﬁzuiegi%léehé?:;;ftﬁng gll Christians "a wretched person,’
{he : ? He me a € is nothing but sinful flesh, sold
52322 i;n:‘vs. 14, He m§ans.that he does not understand himself,be--l
Jouse lulnS agalpst his w;ll, 15-~16. He repeats this thought in
LS + The reason is that sin makes i1ts home in him, vss., 17 and 20,

There is a constant war betwe i
it - en his new man and his m,
22-23. The sinful flesh tskes Paul captive. and his old Adam, vss.

But, Paul is not saying that he and all Christians are condemned. He
denies that at 8:1. He is not a slave of sin, Sin does not rule him,
He is producing the fruits of faith, Paul is not finding fault with
God and Hig Word. Paul's flesh does not have mastery over him, He is
not despairing. He is not even longing for death., In fact he knows
that the Lord Jesus has already delivered him from sin, death and

the devil, Vs, 25, He ig a man of triumphant faith,

But he calls himself a wrfteched person, "Sold under sin' does not de-
note slavery to sin but that sin makes its home in the Christian. It
hamoers the Christian. He does what he does not will and fails to do
what he wills, This 1s what Luther meant when he said: "A Christian is
gimultaneously a saint and a sinner He is holy in the sense that he
is forgiven and,by faith,Christ lives in his heart, But at the came
time he admits: "In my flesh dwells no good thing." The sinful flesh
is the Christian's inevitable burden until death. Only death will re-
move this flesh once and for all,

In vs. 15 Paul and all Christians say: "I do not understsand what I an
doing.'" Ilow true! A Christian is a mystery to himself. He grieves over
the Tact that he is fleshly, vs. 14. HHe grieves because he sins against
his own will. He grieves that sin makes its home in him. lle grieves
because evil is always with hin., Vs, 21, He grieves because his flesh
makes war against his new man, Vs. 23. He must come to realize that
his new man serves God's Law but that his flesh serves the law of sin,
Vs, 25, This is not an excuse but only an exnlanation. In vs,., 17 he
said: "It's not I who am doing this but sin thet makes its home in me,"
That 1s WOT an excuse., It is only an exnlanation,

Jesus once said: "He who does not take his cross end follow after lle
is not worthy of Me," Mt. 10:38. The Christian's grestest cross is

his sinful flesh., Fvery Christian has that. To bear this cross after
Christ means to spneak as does Paul in our text, Rom. 7:14-25, lihen

he does that he begins to see that this is actually a blessing. God
nernlits the sinful flesh to dwell in me to keen me humble., !y sinful
flesh makes me realize that I cannot save myself., The Law is holy and
good but I am fleshly, sinful, sold under sin. What a hurbling thought!
I sm like Panl st II Cor. l2., The Lord has richly blessed me by sav-
ing me by erace through faith in Christ, The Lord has richly blessed
me by living in nmy heart and causing me to nroduce good works and god-
ly living. But, lest I boast of nyself, God givesme this thorn, the
sinful flesh,which keeps rie humble. It makes me say: "Lord have mercy
on nme a sinner., I am chief of sinners. I am not worthy of any of

these wonderful blessings. I am a wrétched person but you have alrecady
given me the victory. Thy will be done., Do with me as you wishfl"
Christien living is a constant strugele. Christ has conguered sin,
death and the devil. Hle gives this victory to the believer. But the
believer must strugele with his sinful flesh until the moment of
desth, Then, incorruntion will swallow up corruntion. I Cor. 15:42.

Sleva Iogu Tdinull!
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Sermon Outline on Rom., 7:14-25, Trinity XI

Theme: I DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT I A DOING Vs, 15

Introduction: Luther often said: "A Christian is simultsneously a saint
and a sinner," He is forgiven and saved by grace. But he

carries sbout with him this wicked flesh which will never imnrove, It

will be this way until death, The Christian is a mystery to himself., But

he knows his Lord Who lezds and protects him. He leads a godly life., His

new nan is master over his Tlesh. Let's talk about this,

I-1 Am A Vretched Person Vs. 24

A=¥With my new man I serve the Law of God., Vs, 25. In vs, 22 we read:

"I take pleasure in the Law of God according to the inner man." (The
inner man 22, law of the mind 23, and mind 25 all mean "the new man"
Eoh, 4:24 or "our snirit" Rom. 8:16, ATL Tive mean the same thing,)
Devid sneaks of this at Ps, 1:2 "His delight is in the law of the
Lord and in His law he meditetes day and night." See also Ps, 119:14,
16,35, In vs. 15 of our text "what I do not will" and "what I hate"
refer to the new man in us. Likewise "to will" in vs. 18, Likewilse
"the good which I wish'" and "the evil which I do not wish" in vs. 19.
Likewise "to me who wishes to do good" in vs. 21,

B-With my flesh I serve the Law of sin. Vs, 25. In vs. 23 we read: "I
nerceive another law in my members which makes war on the law of my
mind and takes me captive by the law of sin which is in ny members,"”
(The flesh 18, 25, another law 23, law of sin 23, sin dwelling in me
17, 20 are sll the same as "the old man" Eph. 4:22.) In vs, 18 we read
of this old man: "I konow that in me, that is in my flesh, dwells no
good thing." This old Adam, this flesh, this sin, is our constant bur-
aden until death., It is every Christian's cioss which he nmust bear. In
vs. 15 twice we have "I do." He is speaking of the flesh. In vs. 17
we find the cause of evil in our lives, the sin that lives in us. It
is NOT our master but it lives in us, It's like fleas on a dog. In
spite of the Christian's good works his flesh serves sin.

C-This causes a constant struggle in the Christian. That's why the text
gsays "I am sold under sin." Sin in my life is inevitable. I sin against
my own will, I do what I hate and fail to do what I wish to do. Sin is
not my master but it lives in me like fleas on a dog. In Gen. 39 we
read of Josenh who fought against his lusts. Peter was caught in the

% temptation to deny Christ, That's why Paul tells us to fight the good

fight of faith., I Tim. 6:12. That's whyisaid at IT Tim. 4:7 "I have

fought the good fight, I have finished race, I have kept the faith,"

That's why we should put on the whole armor of God. Eph., 6,

II-But I Am Redeemed And Rescued., Vss., 24-25

A-Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Vs, 25. ilere we
thank God for what He has already done for us. He sascrificed His
own Son in my stead, Therefore, now there is no condemnation for
those who are in Christ. Rom. 8:1. Through Christ I am more than
a conqueror. Rom. 8:36, Nothing will separate me from the love of
God which in Christ Jesus my Lord. Rom. 8:39, He promised me: "He
that believes and is baptized shall be saved." Mk. 16:16., He has
forgiven and forgotten all my sins,

B-He will rescue me from this mortal body. vs. 24. Ve began by say-
ing "I do not understand what I am doing." Vs, 15. the Christian is
often a mystery to himself, But '"The Lord knows those who are his,"
II Tim. 2:19., And we say: "The Lord will deliver me from every evil
work and oreserve me for His heavenly kingdom." II Tim. 4:18, When
I die this mortal, sinful, corruptible body will be purified. ALl
gin and evil will be put away,., And so we exclaim: "Thanks be to
God through Jesus Christ our Lord,"

Conclusion: The Christisn is both a saint end a sinner., His flesh is
just as sinful as that of unbelievers. But he also has a
new man which God has created in him by faith in Jesus Christ, This

faith makes him master over his flesh. Now he must fi
fight of faith until death. must fight the goo






