Sermon Hotes on James B:2-12, Trinity XIT
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8.

ALl too often in the Christian Church peonle who are not qualified to
terich foist themselves on the church as teschers, Teachers nust take
grect care in the use of their tonmue. A true teacher edifies the Churc
with the Gognel. He does not misuse his tonsue. He who controls his
tongue nerfeotlyicontrols his whole body perfectly, Read vss, 1-23 of
our text.

This leads James into a discussion of the abyssmal sinfulness of human
nature which evidences itself in sins of the tongue. One version trans-
lates Rom., 3:13-14 this way: "Their talk is foul and filthy like the
stench from an open grasve, Their tongues are loaded with lies, Iivery-
thing they say has in it the sting and »oison of deadly snakes, Their
tongues are full of cursing and bitterness." This sneaks of all people,
Jer., 17:9 reads: '"The heart is deceitful above all things and desper-
ately wicked; who can understand it?" Luther translates Ps., 19:13 "Who
can understand how often he sing?" Our confessgsions stress the fact
that the sinfulness of human nature is so deep that we sinply believe
what Scrioture says about it. We cannot comprehend or understand it.
Ope translation renders vs. 2 thus: "Everyone of us does something
wrong, over and over again.,'" That is a somber thought. A1l of us sin
riuch éaily. All of us need to listen to this text.

Vgs. 3-4 contain two illustrations which contain the same truth: A
small thing controls and guides the whole body., For this illustration
he uses the bit in the horse's mouth and the rudder of a ship, Then

in vs. 5 we expected James to say: "Likewise the tongne is a small
member and guides the whole body." But he does not. He says: "Likewise
the tongue is a small member AND BOASTS OF GREAT THINGS." In other
words, instead of being a good guide it is self-serving. It sinbly
boasts which is very destructive, Then, to make his point here, James
uses another illustration, fire. he says: "Consider what a grecat for-
est is set on fire by a small snark, The tongue also is a fire, a world
of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person, sets
the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell
Is he saying this of you? Of course he is, Think of what devastation
vour tongue has caused,

Think of the fall of man. Satan used his tongue to cause doubt: "Did
God really say that?" That causedve to lie: "No, He didn't say that
but He said this." Then Satan used his tongue to make a false nromise.
lihen they had fallen,God sought them. Adam lied: "My wife made rne do
it." Then Eve lied: "The serpent made me do it." Read Jn., 8:12-59,
Jesus!' encounter with the Pharisees, Jesus speaks truth throughout.
Never once do they sneak the truth, Finally Jesus says to them in va,
44.: "You are of your father, the devil, and the desires of your Tather
you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand
in the truth because there is no truth in him, When he sneaks a lie,

he sneaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and a father of it."
The sins of the tongue nolluted the nature of Adam and Eve and all men,
S0 nolluted with lies were the Pharisees that Jesus finally said to
them: "Because I tell the truth, yvou do not bhelieve Me."

In vs. 7 of our text James snezsks about man's sbility to tame and con-
trol the animal world. At Gen. 1:28 God gave man suneriority over the
animal world., This control has suffered somewhat because of the fall
into sin but man is still cunning enough to control the animal world.
Then in vs., 8 he makes this awesome statement: BUT THE TONGUE CaAN NO
MAN TAME. It is full of deadly noison., Then in vss. 9-12 Janes shows
that the tonpgue acts contrary to nature. Fountains cannot nroduce two
kinds of water. Trees and bushes cannot produce two kinds of fruit or
nroduce, But the tongue blesses God and curses man. Then he sadly says:
"Brothers, this should not hapnen,”

By faith in Christ a man becones a new creation. He dies %o S%n. By
feith in Christ he praises God and blesses neople, Slava Bogu.
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Theme: CONTROL YOUR TONGURE

Introduction: There was no deceit in Jesus' rnouth (Is. D3:9; 1 let,
2:22), He IS truth. Jn. 14:6, His Word is truth, JIn. 17:17.

But of all sinful human beings Ron., 3:13-14 says: "Their talk 1s foul

and filthy like the stench from an open grave, Their tongues are loaded

with lies, Tverything they say has in it the sting and noison of deadly

snakes, Their tongues are full of cursing and bitterness,." That is the

way we are unless we listen to the Word of God,

I-No lMan Cen Tame The Tongue Vs, 8

A=1t 1is an unruly evil and full of poison. The fall of man into sin in
the Garden of Eden made Satan the owner and fether of mankind rather
than God. Enh., 2:2 says that before peovle are converted they live
according to the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit who now

works in the children of disobedience. In Jn. 8 Jesus told the PPhsri-
geegs that they were children of the devil, the father of the lie and
murder, Jer, 17:9 says: "The heart is deceitful above all things and
desperately wicked; who can understand it?" Gen. 8:21 says "The
imagination of nman's heart is evil from his vouth." And Rom. 8:7:
"The fleshly mind is enmity asainst God; for it is not gubject to the
law of CGod; nor indeed can be."

B-It is very destructive.
1-Though very small it is very destructive. Like the bit in a horse's

riouth it is small but can control the whole body. Like the rudder of
a ship it is small in comparison to the ship, but it controls the
whole body. What does it accomplish? A horse, led well, works hard
and accomplishes much, A ship, correctly steered, serves peonle and
nations. But by comparison the tongue is very different. It is nore
like a fire (vs. 6). A very small flame can d estroy a large forest.
It can destroy the entire course of a man's life because it is set
on fire by the fires of hell. This is a gruesome picture which James
wo gives us of the tongue but it is true. Think of the awesome destruo
tion which King Saul brought on himself through his tongue., Think of
how Judas destroyed himself with his tongue. Think of what Jesus!
enemies did to Him by the wrong use of their tongues.
2-No man can tame the tongue. Vss, 7-8, Even though man lost some of
his control over nature because of his sin he still can bring all
creatures on land and sea under his control. Even the whale and the
€elephant is brought under his control, But no man can tame the tongu
Vs. 9 shows us why that is so. With the tongue we bless our God and
Father, and with it we curse man, who have been made in the likeness
of God. Out of the same mouth comes blessing and cursing. That is
contrary to nature, Springs don't give two types of water. Trees
don't bear two types of fruit.

IT-God Can Cause A Man To Bridle His Tongue and Control His Body. Vs. 2
A-F'sveclally the Christian teacher needs:to bridle his tongue. Jamés
mentions that teachers will receive a stricter judgment Trom God.
ThereTore, a teacher must be able to control his tongue and all his
members, That is what caused him to speak about sins of the tongue,

At Tit. 1:8 Paul mentions that a pastor or tescher nmust have self-
control. That implies tongue-control. When St. Paul prea@dhed to felix
he spoke of "righteousness, self-control and the coming judgment."
Acts 24.:25. When a man becomes a believing Christian he has the right
eousness of God by faith in Jdesus Christ., To that nerson God gives
self-control over hig entire self., He can live with the exnectation
that God will accent him on judgment day., Self-contyol is a fruit of
Taith. Gal. 5:23,

B-But we are not all tenchers., Can the average Christian have self-
control too? 7Yes he can. St. Paul says: "I anyone is in Christ he
is a new creation.," I Cor, 5:17, He continues: "0ld things have |
passed away; behold, all things have become new." Tven Janes grants
that we all stumble in many thing&.Vs., 2. But we are forgiven and
have the gift of sellf-comtirol. Let us use the tongue to nraise and
hless.






