
Srrraon Not~s on I Jn. 4:7-10, Trinity XIII 

1. The roistle for Y.\~ster IV w2.s I Jn. 4:11-16, the pairncirse follov1ing 
our text. The thoD.gh ts thE:r.'e are s ir1i lar to those in this text. 

2. 'l'hree ti.m.Es in thj_s chanter the readers are E.iddressed as 11Beloved,ir 
vss. 1, 7 and 11. It is n onssj_ve adjective or noun. The readers 
are loved by God and the Aoostle John. It is a good way for a castor 
to aclrlreHs h:i.f~ hearers. It reninds them that God ta lees the initi,itive. 
We come to church to hear about what God has done for us. And this 
ca11ses the correct rerction of s0rvice and worshio in us. KFad vss. 
l, 7 Gnd 11 for yourself. In all three cRses we h2ve a resnonse froru 
the hearer because of God's love which cones first. 

3. 'l'v\'ice we read "God :i.s love" vss, 8 and 16. God is the sur1 total of 
all of His qualitites and attrj_butes. But the greatest of thEse is 
love. He could also say "God is vJra th" or "God is justice" but they 
sre not the primary qualities in God. The Word of God te8ches us 
true wisdom. And that wisdom is that "God is love." 

4. \'/hen ma.n fell :into sin he lost his St)iritur,l life. Before nan is 
converted he is s oirj_ tus l ly bl.ind, de ad nnd God's enemy. 'ti hat J.s 
left in man of the ima~e of God is imperfect and unreliable. Natural 
man does love but it is fleeting, selfish snd imoerfect. H:lthout the 
love of God 11an rerr1c.1ins hopeless. If there were no God, thGre v,ould 
be no love. Three times in our text (vss. 7, 9 and 10) we read 
"The love of God." It is unique. There j_s none other like it. But 
ilS"~fs availf3ble to ell in the Gospel of JEsus Christ. 

5. Vs. 19 ·which follovJS our text reads 11 We love (God) becorn3e He first 
loved us." Firflt the love of God did sor1e thing for us. And thel]H:i.s 
love does sorriethj_ng in us. Th.At says it all. --

G. Our text makes sure that we understand i-Vhat Goel.' s love hos done for 
us. ·r,,,rs. 9 rencl.s: "In this the love of God hos been m.an:i.fGnted :i.n~ 
that God sent His only-be~otten Son into the world in order that we 
mip;ht live through Him." ':L1he Active and passive obed:lence of Jesus 
Chrj_st has Riven us eternal life. Vs. 7 tells us thot God in His 
love r;2ve us rebirth. We are alive soiritually, no longer dead in 
tresnasses ancl sin. Vs. 10 tells us "God Himself loved us and sent 
His Son as the ~ayment for our sins." Vss. 7 and 10 tell us what 
God has clone for us. And that is love. 

7. Our tExt olso r:rnkes sure that we understnnd what Goel I s love does 
in us. Vs. 7 says "Everyone who loves has been born of Uocl £-rnd tllE:.,ie­
fore is acquainted with God." To be Dcq_uainted w.ith God rneans to 
believe in nnd trust Him and His Vt/ord. Conversely vs. 8 sBys "He 
who does not love has not cor1e to knmv God." That rneans he is still 
dead in his sins and does not trust God or believe in Him. Vs. 10 
makes very rlain that love, spiritual life, did not begin with us. 
Can a dead nan show life? Of course not. The sniritually dead man 
cP.nnot know God or believe in Hin. Furthermore, vs. 18 reads "Beloved 
if (os is the case) God loved us so much, we ought to love one ano­
ther.u I am obligated to love other oeople. Rom. 13:8 readf3 ''Owe 
no one anything exce nt to love one another.'' I do not have a choice 
in this .matter. I am oblip;ated to love other neoole. To sum up: What 
has God's love done in us? Two things: 1) It causes us to believe 
and trust in Him, and2) It lays the obligation of loving other 
people on us. In the orayer following cor:ununion we say: "Gi{ife ,_us 
faith toword Thee and fervent love to one another." 

8. Read Mt. 22:34-40. There Jesus says that all of Scripture hangs on 
two comr1a.ndrnents: «Love the Lord your God with .j 11 vour he art and 
soul and mind. Love your neighbo~ as yourself. To iove the Lord with 
heart, soul and mind means to believe Hirn and trust in Him or to 
know Him, as our text says~ To love one's neighbor means to do for 
him what you do for yourself. That is the story of the Bible. That is 
the life of the church and all of its members. Oh Lord, give us faith 
toward You and fervent love for one another!! Slava BoRu. 



Perman Outline on I Jn. 4:?-10, Trinity XIII 

'I'heme: WI' LOVE BECAUSE ill~ FIRST LOVED US 
Introduction: This theme is taken from vs. 19 of I Jn. 4. This is likely 

a better translation than "Vie love Him becami.f. etc." rrhe 
word 11J:[j_mlf :Ls lac kine; in some ancient manuscripts. According to our theme 
all of roBn's love, whether toward God or man, is caused only by the love 
of God. Unconverted m.an does not know the love of God and therefore does 
not know God. HE fecrs God but does not love Him. 

I-1,./he.t He Hos Done For Us 
Vss. 9-10 tell. us vvhot God has done f'or us. 
A-He gnve us life. Vs. 9 re:=,ds: "In this has been P1anife sted the love 

of God in us that God sent His only-begotten Son into the world in 
order that we ni~ht live through Him (Jesus).'' If the Father sent 
His Son so that non miRht have life, man must be dead. And so~ is. 
Hany tines the Bible tells us that unconverted man is sniritually 
der,d. He hns no true knov,J.ec1ge and Anpreciation of thinr;s d:Lvinc--,. 
He is lost in his sins and ignorance. He is selfish and erro~ant. 
1\t <Tn. 10:10 Jesus says: "I heve come in order that they .might hcive 
life ancl have it o bundsnt ly." Jn. 3: 16 promis<" s t t1e he liever ever­
ln st:i.nr; life. :Enh. 2:5 tells us that Althour;h we weor<-: clend in our 
sins Goa hns made us alive in Christ. He has reised us and placed 
us in heavenly nleces in Christ. ThrouBh baptism God bestowed life 
on us, both SDiritual and eternal. 

B-He sent His Son as a navment for our sins. Vs. 10 rf:ucls: urn this is 
love not thot we loved tod but that He loved us and sent His Son as 
a r:rn ymen t for our sins. 11 Jn. 2: 2 tel ls us: "Jes us is the DA yment for 
our s :ins :=md not for ours only but also for the sins of the who le 
world." John thE Baotist suid: 11 Beholcl. the Lamb o.f Goel \,ho takE:s 
2vn1y the sin of th6 ·world." Jn. l: 29. If God sent His Son to give 
me everlasting life nnd to wi oe out my sins, surely He lov(--, s me 
d.F,nrly. That in why vss. 8 nnd 16 say: "God is love." \'iithoL1t H:im 
there is no love. 8eek love only in God and Bis Son. 

II~lhat He Hos Done In Us 
Vss. ? and 11 tell us what God has done in us~ 
.A-HE rr,ove me fcii th to believe in Him. Vs-.-? rEmls: "I~ver.yonG who 

lovF. s is born of God and therefore is acquainted. with Hir1.." T'he 
wr i:J full of information about th6 neconcl_ birth, convr:rsion. Ji'or 
exorrnle, j_n II Cor. 5 we ru.id: "If nnyone j_s in Christ he is a new 
cru,tion. All things are new." Jesus s2id in His tEilk ,~.rith NicodemLW 
"Unle rm a nan is born of wnter ancl of thE, Sl')irit he cnnnot F.nter trH·, 
Kj_ngdorri of God." I :::iet. l:~~-S tells us thrt we nre born ur,;nin not o:f' 
serd thr.t pFrishes but of iI'loerishable seed, the 1..lord of G-ocl. Who 
LLvGs and nl):i.des forever." Vs.? of our tE'.xt tells us thet this rr:;-. 
birth cc1uses ns to love Goel and become Acquainted with Hirn. To 
love God rrienns to trust in Him c.1:=.1 our hif~herit e;ood. To be 1:icqucd.nt·-· 
eel vvith Him r%E1ns to 1)e spir:i.tual anc1 to think ~rnirituul th:Lngs. 
You cen find nll of this nowhere else but in the love of God whRre­
with He loved us and gave us His only Son to redeem us. 

B-Hr: P,eve r:1e the strenr;th to love my neighbor. Vs. ? re 8.dS: "be loved, 
lE':t u.s lov5 one ;::inother becnuf,e love is of God." ri'lrnt I:1r.c.ns: "D:r>:,v.r 
on thG love of God which comes to you in the Gos oe 1." 1rnd vs. 11 
of our text rf-ads: "BE loved, if God loved us rm n.uch ( Lind He did) 
the,iwe Also r:mst love one another." Notice tho t both vss. which 
snu1k about Christians loving er~ch other betSin v.r::i.th "Belovcd. '1 1,/hy? 
l3ecouse only those who ore already loved can love. John iu saying: 
11 ~r.he love of Goc1 en uses you to love each othr-=r." At II Cor. :5: 1.4 
vre l'eBd: r1For the love of Christ constroins us. 11 Rfad on in tlrnt 
poss8RG for yourself. 

Conclusion: God is love. Without Him there is no love. His love in Christ 
r;nve frlE rebirth 8nd new life. Tlrnt cc1uses ne to trl.lst in 
Goel t1ncl lovE rw .ne in:hbor. 




