Scernon Notes on I Jn. 4:7-10, Trinity XIIT

The Loistle for Taster IV was I Jn. 4:11-16, the passaee following
our text. The thoughts there are similar to those in this text.
Three times in this chenter the readers are addressed as "Beloved,"
vss. 1, 7 and 11l. It is a vassive adjective or noun, The readers

are loved by God and the Apostle John, It is a good way for a nastor
to address his hearers. It reminds them that God takes the initlative.
e come to church to hear about what God has done for us. aAnd this
caunses the correct recction of service and worshio in us. Kead vss,
1, 7 end 11 for yourself. In all three cases we heve a resvonse from
the hearer because of God's love which conmes Tirst.

Twice we read "God is love" vss, 8 and 16, God is the sum total of
all of His qualitites and atiributes. But the greatest of these is
love, Ve could also say "God is wrath" or "God is Justice' but they
ar¢ not the primary qualities in God. The Word of God teaches us
true wisdom. And that wisdom is that "God is love.,"

WVhen man fell into sin he lost his sniritusl life, Before nan is
converted he is goirituslly blind, dead and God's enemy. What is
left in man of the imase of God ig imperfect and unreliable, Natural
man does love but it is fleeting, selfish and imnerfect., VWithout the
love of God man remains hopeless, If there were no God, there would
be no love, Three times in our text (vss., 7, 9 and 10) we read

"The love of God.," It is unique. There 1is none other like it. But

it s available to all in the Gospel of Jesug Christ,

Vs. 19 which follows our text reads '"We love (God) bhecause He first
loved us." First the love of God did something for us. And theHis
love does something in us, That says it all,

Our text makes sure That we understand what God's love has done for
us. Vs, 9 reads: "In this the love of God has been manifested in us
thet God sent His only-begotten Son into the world in order that we
might live through Him." The active and passive obedience of Jesus
Christ has given us eternal life, Vs, 7 tells us that God in His
love prve us rebirth., We are alive sviritually, no longer dead in
tresnasses and sin. Vs. 10 tells us "God Himself loved us and sent
His Son as the nsyment for our sins." Vgg., 7 and 10 tell us what

God has done for us, And that is love,

Our text also makes sure that we understsnd what God's love does

in us. Vs. 7 says "Everyone who loves has been born of God and there-
fore is acquainted with God." To be acquainted with God means to
believe in and trust Him and His Vord. Conversely vs, 8 says "He
who does not love has not come to know God." That means he ig still
dead in his sins and does not trust God or believe in Him. Vs, 10
nekes very plain that love, spiritual life, did not begin with us.
Cen a dead man show life? Of course not. The sniritually dead man
cennot know God or believe in Him., TIPurthermore, vs, 12 recads "Beloved
if (as is the coase) God loved us so nuch, we ought to love one¢ ano-
ther," T am obligated to love other neople. Rom, 13:8 reads "Owe

no one anything excent to love one another," I do not have a choice
in this matter., I am obligated to love other neopnle. To sum up: What
has God's love done in us? Two things: 1) It causes us to believe
and trust in Him, and 2) It lays the obligation of loving other
people on us. In the prayer following cornmunion we say: "Giwe wus
faith toward Thee and fervent love to one another,"

Read Mt, 22:34- 40 There Jesus says that all of Scripture hangs on
two comnandments:®Love the Lord yvour God w1thi?ll vour heart and
soul and mind, Love your neighbor as yourself, To love the Lord with
heart, soul and mind means to believe Him and trust in Him or to
know Him, as our text says. To love one's neighbor means to do for
him what you do for yourself. That is the story of the Bible, That is

the 1life of the church and all of its members. Oh Lord, give us faith
toward ¥ou and fervent love for one another!! Slava Bopu.



“ermon Outline on I Jn, 4:7-10, Trinity XIII

Theme : WF LOVE BRECAUSE HE FIRST LOVED US

Introduction: This theme is taken from vs., 19 of I Jn. 4. This is likely
a better tranglation than "We love Him because etc.'" The

word "Him" is lacking in some ancient manuscripts. According to our theme

all of man's love, whether toward God or man, is caused only by the love

of God. Unconverted man does not know the love of God and therefore does

not know God, He feers God but does not love Him,

I~Whet He Hos Done For Us

Vas, 9-10 tell us whot God has done for us,

A-He gave us life, Vs, 9 reads: "In this has been manifested the love
of God in us thet God sent His only-begotten Son into the world in
order that we night live through Him (Jesus).'" If the Father sent
His Son so thet man might hsve life, man nust be dead, And so he 1is.
HMany times the Bible tells us thet unconverted man is sniritually
dead. He has no true knowledge and enpreciation of things divine,

He is lost in his sins and ignorance. He is selfish and arrogant,
At Jn. 10:10 Jegus says: "I heve come in order that they might have
life and have it abundantly." Jn. 3:16 promises the believer ever-
lasting life. Enh., 2:5 tells us that although we were dead in our
sins God has made us &live in Christ, He has reised us and placed
us in heavenly bplaces in Christ, Through baptism God hestowed life
on us, both spiritual and eternal.

B~He sent His Son as a nayment for our sins. Vs, 10 resds: "In this is
love not that we loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son as
a nayment for our sins.," Jn. 2:2 tells us: "Jesus is the nayment for
our sins and not for ours only but also Tor the sins of the whole
world." John the Bantist ssid: "Behold the Lamb of God Viho takes
away the sin of the world," Jn. 1:29., If God sent His Son to give
mne everlasting life and to wipe out my sins, surely He loves me
dearly. That is why vss, 8 and 16 say: "God 1s love," Without Him
there is no love. Seek love only in God and ilis Son.

II-What He Has Done In Us

Ves. 7 and 11 tell us what God has done in uss.

L-He gave me Taith to believe in Him. Vs, 7 reads: "hveryone who
loves 1s bhorn of God and therefore is acquainted with Him," The
NT is Tull of information about the second birth, conversion. Tor
exannle, in IT Cor. 5 we read: "If anyone is in Christ he is a new
creation, All things sre new," Jesus ss2id in His tallk with Nicodenus
"Unless s man is born of water and of the Snirit he cannotbt enter the
Kingdom of God." I Pet, 1:23 tells us thet we osre bhorn agaein not of
seed that perishes but of imperishable seed, the Yord of God Who
lives eand abhides forever," Vs, 7 of our text tells us that this re-
birth causes us to love God and become acquainted with Him. To
love God means to trust in Him as our hichect good. To be acquaint-
ed with Him means to be spiritual and to think sniritual things,
You can find all of this nowhere else but in the love of God where-
with He loved us and gave us His only Son to redeem usg,

B-He epeve me the strength to love my neighbor. Vs. 7 reads: “"beloved,
let us love one another because love is of God." That measns: "Draw
on the love of God which comes to you in the Gosvnel." And vs., 11
of our text reads: "Beloved, if God loved us so nuch (and He did)
theqwe also nust love one another." Wotice that both vss. which
sneak about Christians loving each other hegin with "Beloved." Why?
Beensuse only those who are already loved can love, John is saying:
"he love of God causes you to love each other.," A% II Cor. Hil4
we read: "For the love of Christ congtrains us," Read on in that
naggsage for yourself,

Conclusion: God is love, VWithout Him there is no love, Hig love in Christ
pave me rebirth and new life, That ceauses mne to trust in
God and love ny neighbor.






