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tering love for Christ in the Blessed Sacrament through means tolerated
by the Church; by general Communions, general adoration of the Eucharist,
and discussion of the best means of increasing devotion to the Eucharist.”
Das Gange joll auf die Jufdauer einen ol tiefen Eindrud madjen, dafk fie
auf ben Knien bie Mafeftit ded eudariftifhen Chriftus anbeten.

I T M.

< .
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Book Review. — Qiteratur.

Thenzentrijdje Theologie. Eine Unterfudung jur dogmatijdhen Prinjipienlehre.
Bon D. Cridch Shader, Profeflor der Theologie und Geh. Konfijto:
riafrat in Breslau, 1928. Deidhertidhe Berlags8budhandlung (D. Werner
Sholl). LQeipsig. 264 Seiten 9X6. Preis: Geheftet, M. 11.50; gebun=
pen, M. 14.

Die 4theozentrifthe Theologie’ endet fidh erftlich gegen ben WUnthropozentris=
mug, ,ftreitet jebe mafgebende Stellung der menfdhlichen Subjeftivitit innerhalb
ber Theologie ab’ (28), weift nidht nur den Rationalismus, bdie religionstiffen=
fhaftliche Theologie und BVeriwandied ab, {ondern aud) dag driftlide Glaubens-
beuptfein Shleiermadhers und feiner niberen unbd entfernteren Jiinger al3 die
mafpgebende Quelle der theologtfchen Srienntnis und lagt ferner Gott den Mittel=
punit und Grund des Chriftentums, den afleinigen Urheber bes Glaubens (,ber
Menfd ift in der Eniftehung ded Glaubend mere passivus®, 186) und ded drijt-
lichen Qebend fein ufw. ,E8 {oll bie durdjaus beherridhende Stellung Gotted im
Glauben sur Geltung fommen, dle bet Schletermacher lddiert ift. Diefe BVehand-
fung bes Gloubensd nenne i) dbie theozentrifhes (29). Jnbem aber Schiders Theo=
logie fih bie berhingnigvolle Unterjdeidbung der Schrift voun Gottes Wort aneignet,
port fie auf, theogentrifdh su fetn. - Gott beherr{dht die Theologie allein durd) das
Wort der Heiligen Shrift. Wer darum die Shrift nidht hereiden ldkt, likt Gott
nidht Herrihen. Die Sdhrift ift nun aber nad) Schidber Mendenwort. Dasd if
bie fonftante Begeidhnung: ,€8 ift tmmer Menfdentvort, immer menjdhlihes Jeug-
nig” (81, 83, 212 ufw.). ,fein eingiger objeftiver Schriftgedante al8 foldher, und
fenn et bag Grogte bon Gott ober Sitnde ober Chriftusd jagt, gehort in die theo=
sentrifhe Theologte hineiny (174), wetl e8 eben Menjdhenivort ift, Gott aber durd
fein Wort herr{dht. Und wo finden wir fein Wort? JIn der Sdhrift. Wber
nidht alled in der Sdrift ift Gotted Wort. €8 gibt mbglicheriveife ,Schriftaus-
fagen, bie nidht al8 LVeftandteile ded Glaubendwortes in Betradt fommen” (212).
Und ter Jagt unsd, welde Ausfagen der Shrift Gottes Wort find? ,Die Theo=
Iogie fann die dem endlidhen eifte ur Berfitgung ftehenden Begriffe, welde jamt=
lid) bem gbttlichen Geifte gegenitber etivas WUnthropomorphed find, bavauf priifen,
ob fie fidh) jum Yusdruddmittel der tiefften, tm Glauben erfahrenen Wefenbheiten
pes Gittlidien eignen ober nihts (180). Freilidh fann nur die glaubdige Theo-
{ogie died tun. Der Glaube mup beftimmen, was in ber SHhrift Gottes Wort ift;
und darin befteht nun nad) Shider die Aufgabe ber Theologie, bap fie — nidht
bie Yusfagen der Shrift, jondern die Uusfagen bdes Glaubens sur Darftellung
bringt. ,&o fteht der Glaube mit feiner Wahrheitsgewijheit grundfaglid) auf fich
und fitr fid), und die Theologie fteht auf bem Glauben; {o aber, in und mit dem
Glauben, fteht fie auf dem Wortr (162). ,Die Theologie ift erafte, jadhliche und
finngemife Crfaffung ded Offenbarungdglaubenss (140). ,Die Theologie, weldhe
pom Glauben aus iveik, bah der Glaubensweg, und nur er, ju Gott Hinfithrt .. .#
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(138). ,Auf alle Falle fonnte bad Wort von der redhtfertigenden Gnade nur bann
sum Inbalt der Theologie werben, twenn e {fih ald Jnbegriff heutiger Glaubens=
erfahrung, dasd bheift, einer Grfahrung, die im Glauben befdhloffen Yiegt und im
Glauben ihren Wusdrud findet, darjtellt” (67). ,MNur da8, wad der durd) bas
Wort, weldes immer irgendwie Sdhriftivort ift, belebte Glaube an Iiberzeugung
ober Grfenntniffen felber einfdhliept, nur dies Hat die Theologie zur Darftellung
3u bringen” (175). 2Wie fteht e8 mit der Gottheit IEfu? ,Ausd dem blofen Wort
von FCjus Chriftus ift fie nicht abzulefen (223). Jft JEjus der Sohn der Jung-
frau? ,Jn der Geburtdgefhichte IEfu wird der Glaube unterfuden, ob e in den
organifden Jufammenbhang der Gottedge{dhichte, an der er felber hingt, ald ein
geficherted Glied hineingehdrt oder nicht” (247). ,Sidtend geht der gottgemwirfte
Glaube mit dbem Bibeltvort um. Sidhtend Holt er fih dad Gottes- und Chrijtus-
tort herausd, an dem er puneumatijch feftfigt” (69). Eine Theologie aber, die o
mit der Sdhrift, mit bem Wort Gottes, umgeht, ift nicht theozentrifh. ANerdings
foll der Theozentridmus badurd) gerettet werdem, dak der Glaube, die Quelle der
theologijdhen Crienntnis, als8 vom Wort Gotted belebt hingeftellt wird. Wber ift
die Sdrift niht an fid) Gottes Wort, {o gibt e fitr und iiberhaupt fein Wort
®ottes. Und eine Theologie, die fidh auf ein foldes, nidht vorhandened Wort
®otted beruft, treibt, tie jede anbere anthropozentrijhe Theologie, Schiwdrmeret.

Der Theogentridmus ftellt fich sum andern in Gegenfal jum Chriftozentridmus.
#Dabei wird nun eben gegen den reinen CYhriftozentridmus in methodijher Be-
3iehung Front gemadyt” (57). ,Dedhald ift eine ftaurozentrifdie Theologie, gang
abgefehen bon bem lngefitge diefes Titels, ein Mikgriff, fo gut er gemeint ift” (11).
Dad [theozentrifdhe] Cbangelium hat e8 nidht nur, wie dev iiberfteigerte Chrifto-
sentridmus die Sadlage anfieht, mit bem auf die menfdhlicdhen Heildzvede geridh-
teten ©Phriftus und in thm mit Gott ju tun” (61). Die theozentrifhe Theologie
hat ,ber reinen SHeildtheologie oder Gnabdentheologie, dem durdygebildeten ,Fiir
ung‘, Gottes Fehbe angefagt’ (56). Was ift der Theologie Schiberd die Haupt=
fadhe? ,Jnbem ber forbernbe Gott richtet, will er fih mit feiner Forberung und
behauptet er ficdh. ... Died gehdrt 3u den wirfjamen Beziehungen Gotted dem
Diedfeits gegeniiber, von denen ber Glaube tweif und bon denen er lebt” (205).
/Die 1iberjeugung von der Perfonlihfeit Gottes in ihrer gangen, tragenden Be-
deutung fitr den von aller IMyjtif freten Glaubensverfehr mit Gott ift gerade in
diefer Majeftat Gotted lehten Enbes begriimdet und nur jufammen mit ihr in
feiner Qiebe (184). SKurz, was it ber Glaube? ,Died Crlebnisd ift theozentrifdh
geartet. €8 ijt bas in fid) einbeitlidhe Crlebnis ded machtvoll={hipferifhen Gottes,
der den Menfden auf fih hin bildet, und ded gnibdigen Gottes, der ihn mit fich
berbindet” (101). Freilid) fithrt das8 Cvangelium jur redhten Crfenntnis bdes
majeftitijhen Gottes, ver{dafft feinen Forderungen Gchorfam, und Gott wird
ung alled in allem; aber im Jentrum aller rehten GotteSerfenntnis mufp flir uns
Siinder bie Crienntnis ber Verfdhnung am Kreus ftehen. ,Jdh hielt mich) nicht
dafiir, bafy i) etivad itfte unter eud), ohn’ allein FCfum Chriftum, den Ge-
freugigten”, 1 Ror. 2,2, Und mit Paulus fagt Quther: ,Jh habe durch gbttliche
Gnabde biefes gelernt, daf idh bon berjenigen Perfon, die bon Maria geboren ift,
meine Augen nidht anberSwohin abiwende nod) einen andern Gott fudhe ober er-
fenner (IX, 1402).

Ginem Subordinatianer fann natiirlidh Chriftus nidht im Jentrum der Theo-
Togie ftehen. ,Dabher a3 fubordinatianifhe Wort: Der Vater ift grofer denn id)
(09, 14, 28). ... Befanntlich ift dies Jiweite die Crienntnis, welhe Athanafius
nidht gewann und welde in der fogenannten Firchlichen CHhriftologie bis heute im
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Duntel bleibt. ... Wir mitffen eben betonen, baf JE{us als der Sohn, obivoh! er
an ber Majeftdt Gottes den durdy die Mitteilung des Geiftes immer neu bHer=
geftellten Untetl hat, dodh diefe Majeftdt iiber fih hat und fieht. Weil das {o ift,
bebeutet der egtreme Chriftogentrismus in ber Theologie eine Unmiglichleits (225).
Wie fid) im Theozentrismus die BVer{shnung geftaliet, jeigt folgender Pafjus: ,E8
Handelt ficdh hier um die opfernde Selbfthingabe YEju an ben Qiebed= oder Heild:
willen Gotted und nidht mit den verfehrien Wuffafjungen firdliher Ver{shnungs-
theorien um ein Opfer an eine i{oliert gebadte ftrafende Willendforma=
tion Gottes, durd beren Lerwirilidhung erit der vergebende KQiebediwille Gottes
in feiner Betdtigung fret wird. Der Tobedgehorjam des HErrn Defteht nun erft-
malig ober beferridhend barin, daf er, der ju Gott gehirige Madhthaber, in der
Ofhnmadyt feined Qeidend die Siinde, weldhe man ihm antut, pergibt. Der Aus-
prud dafitr ift ber, dafs er feine Mbrder und Ubtriinnigen nidht vidterlih fich felber
itberligt, fonbern daB er fih mit thnen jufammenfdliept. €r wird der Genoffe
per Slinder. Diefer Sadyberhalt aber prigt fih darin aug, bap er, der Sohn,
welder Geift und Bollmadt immer von Gott empfingt und infofern unter Gott
jteht, ben Vater um die Vergebung fiir die Siinber bittet, Gr bittet ald der Ge=
redite. Und im Berfolg der Crhdrung feiner Bitte fithrt er ben liebenden Ju=
fammen{dlup mit feinen Feinden, die Wiberfaher der Herridhaft Gotted find,
bi5 in die lete Tiefe feined Sterbens in der Kraft be§ Geiftes Gottes durdh. So
hingt am Kreus ded HErrn die Siindbenvergebung oder die BVer{Bhnung, die Her-
ftellung bed Friedendverhiltniffes mit Gott ober die Redtfertigung. MWeil e8 fih
hier aber um die bi8 dahin mbglide Bollendung der Siinbde itberhaupt hanbelt und
teil der JCEfus, der hier wirffam leibet, univerfale Bebeutung Hhat, {o toird Hier
mit der bollendeten Siinde bie Siinbe itberhaupt vergeben. €8 vollzieht fih in
ber Form Ded Opfers an ben LiebeSiwillen Gottesd die BWerfdhnung der Welt der
Siinber mit Gott¥ (229 f.). ‘ Th Eungelber.

Neugriediffes Lejebud) (Sdhrift- und Volig{prade) mit Glofjar. Gefammelt
und erldutert bon Dr. Yohannesd € Kalitfunaiis, Dogent am
Qrientalijhen Seminar der Univerfitdt in VWerlin, . J. Gvfdenide Ber-
lagg8hanblung, Berlin und Leipjig. 141 Seiten 4X6, in Leintvand mit
Dedel- und Ritdentitel gebunben.

LBielleidht gefchieht mit bem Hintweids auf bdiefed fleine, ausd ber befannten
2Bibliothet jur Spradwifienfdaft” ber ,Sammlung Gbidhen” fommende neu-
griedyifhe Qefebud) dem einen ober anbern ein Dienft. I weify twenigitens, bah
ein jlingerer Theolog in unferer Mitte ivdhrend de8 vergangenen Sommers die
Gelegenbheit twahrgenommen hat, mit einem griedhifh-fatholijhen Priefter Neu-
griedhifd su tretben, und toer das tlaffijdhe Griedyijdh verfteht, wird fich {dhnell in
ba8 Meugriehifd) hineinlefen. Wo jeht fo biele Griehen aud) in unferm Lande
fih aufhalten und an manden Orten aud) ald Miffionsmaterial in Betradht fom-
men, unterjieht fid) vielleidht der eine ober anbere unferer Paftoren der BVefdhif-
tigung mit der Heutigen Geftalt der Spradhe, in der eben dasd Bud) gefdyrieben
ift, von bdem einer der erften Latiniften unfers SQanbes in {einen Confessions
and Convictions of a Olassicist {dreibt: “As I look around me, I see Hel-
lenists few and fewer. But what Latin scholar can there be whose deeper
equipment is not and can be anything but the tongue in which there is
conveyed to us all that which, after all, constitutes the irreducible mini-
mum and the maximum, too, of Greek letters, viz., the Greek Testament.”

L Fiirbringer.
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Behaviorism a Battle-Line. By William P. King. Cokesbury Press,
Nashville, Tenn. 376 pages, 5X8. Price, $2.25.

A mass attack on behavioristic psychology. The writers are seventeen
university men and churchmen. The book frankly announces itself as
written “with a view of furnishing an antidote to the behavioristic poison
that has been spread too freely among the young” (p.27). Behaviorism is
traced to the crude materialistic theory of human nature, the theory that
man is a machine and nothing more, “taught dogmatically every year to
hundreds of thousands of innocent schoolteachers and college students”
(p- 33). This, says Professor M’Dougall, “cannot fail in the long run to
contribute very considerably to the decay of morals and the increase of
crime. For it is a theory utterly incompatible with any view of man as
a responsible moral being and utterly incompatible with any religion that
the plain man could recognize as such; a theory which represents man
as incapable of choosing between good and evil, as the purely passive sport
of circumstances over which he has no control; a theory which, if it is
accepted, must make all talk of self-control, of self-improvement, of pur-
poses and ideals seem sheer nonsense, survivals from an age of naive ig-
norance” (p. 34).

The antireligious tendency of behaviorism is announced by its pro-
ponents in terms that do not permit of misinterpretation: “When the
combat is ended, we shall hear no more of God or the soul or religion;
all the apparatus of religion will be scrapped, and mankind, free from
the incubus of false beliefs, will march to the conquest of the universe”
(p.124). Nothing else, indeed, will be the result if men generally learn
to adopt the view that “man is merely a bundle of ‘squirmings.’ He is
a slave to his environment, a victim of circumstance, a pawn in the re-
lentless grip of a ruthless and meaningless destiny, without dignity, free-
dom, or will. He comes into the world with ‘reflexes’ that respond auto-
matically now to one and now to another situation that happens to arise.
As a logical outcome of such reasoning, man cannot be held responsible
for his actions” (p. 281). Its natural product is a fatalism which leaves
life take its course with no attempt at regulating living, resulting in
an enfeebled will and a perverted mind. “After allowing for that, is it
not obvious that there is a disturbing causal connection between the
prevalence of mechanistic behaviorism, with its repudiation of respon-
sibility, and the multiplication of psychopaths and suicides?” (pp. 335.336).

The popularity of behaviorism is accounted for on a threefold ground:
It appeared to be simplicity itself to an age that did not wish to spare
much time for thinking. It was based upon the same processes of ex-
perimentation that are producing dazzling results in the physical world.
It was congenital to a skepticism which, following the break-up of the
war, was ready to embrace any system which attempted, and perhaps
desired, to explain the universe in materialistic terms, ungoverned by any
Final Cause (p. 332). By a searching investigation into the methods of
behavioristic psychology, an analysis of its premises and conclusions, the
authors of these essays demonstrate the weakness of the system in the
court of human reason. None of the authors are orthodox churchmen,
and their accasional reference to the “traditional theology” rouses as much
opposition in the mind of the Christian as the philosophy of behaviorism
in their own. TH. GRAEBNER.
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The Power of God unto Salvation. By Benjamin B. Warfield, D. D.,
LL. D., former Professor in Princeton Theological Seminary. W.B.
Eerdinans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 254 pages, 51, X8.
Cloth; gilt lettering. Price, $2.00.

Dr. Benjamin B. Warfield was the last of the Reformed dogmaticians
at Princeton Theological Seminary, which then was still the outstanding
exponent of the best that the Reformed faith has to offer in our country.
A man of great learning, of recognized scholarship in the general field
of theology, a fearless defender of the doctrines of the atonement and
the verbal inspiration of the Bible, he exerted a deep influence on those
who studied under him. Of the reverence in which he is still held, this
volume of chapel sermons, delivered by Dr. Warfield at Princeton, is a proof.
It is published largely to remind the Presbyterians of to-day of what their
theology was before Modernism invaded their seminaries and churches.
It is a call back to the old Reformed faith, the voice of a leader reverenced
and loved by all in his Church. Dr. Warfield’s sermons, though not popu-
lar, are very clear. Though scholarly, they are nevertheless written in
words which the average man can understand. In tenor and tone they
are decidedly apologetic and controversial; yet they are pervaded by the
spirit of practical piety. The scholar in the professor’s chair was mnever-
theless a pastor who understood the soul needs of his students and sought
to satisfy them on the basis of the only source of comfort— the Bible.
All this, of course, does not mean that the reviewer is oblivious of the
fundamental difference between Reformed and Lutheran theology, a dif-
ference which here is apparent especially in the consideration of the
means of grace. Of the Gospel as a means of grace, Paul declares that
it is a power of God unto salvation. Divine grace never approaches the
sinner immediately, but always mediately, through the Word and Sac-
rament. Lutheran theology has always upheld this truth, whereas Re-
formed theology has defended the immediate working of divine grace. But
the emphasis on sin and grace, the rigid exclusion of the Arminian leaven,
the strong and decisive defense of the fundamentals of the Christian faith
against infidelity, the chaste and choice language, and other things make
the sermons of Dr. Warfield stand out as the best which Presbyterian di-
vines have produced. J. T. MUELLER.

Preaching out of the Overflow. By William L. Stidger, D. D., Litt. D.
238 pages. Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. Price, $2.25.

In his introduction the author of this book says: “I do not want to
call this a book on Homiletics, or the Science of Preaching. Rather, I want
it to be looked upon as a book of enthusiasm about the business and pleasure
of preaching.” This is therefore not a book from which one can learn the
art of preaching. The experienced preacher, however, who has learned to do
his sermonizing on the basis of good, sound homiletical principles and who
can exercise good judgment will find some things in this book that are
worth while. But he can get these things better out of books that are
written along more conservative lines. The last chapter in the book,
“The Bible the Basis of Great Preaching,” is very disappointing. The fun-
damental truth that the Bible is the inspired Word of God, given to make
us wise unto salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, is missing. When
that is missing, there can be no great preaching. J. H. C. FrI1Z.
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Wilheln Lohe al3 Prediger. BVon Dr. Hansg Krefsel, Pfarver. Drud
und Berlag von €. Verteldmann in Giitersloh). 391 Seiten 61,X9Y%,
in Qeintwand mit Dedel- und Ritdentitel gebunden. Preisd: M. 14.50;
geheftet, M. 12.50.

Dr. Hang RKrefzel, ald zehnjihriger Knabe bei der [bhejubildumsfeier 1908
in ber Wltftadter RKirdhe ju Crlangen jugegen, wirtd in gani befonberer Weife
pon Dem Feftlidhen der Stunbe ergriffen. Gr lieft toieder und tvieder bad fleine
Heftden ,Lbhes Leben”, dad an ber Kirdjentilr ausgereidht wurbde, befommt jpdter
al3 Gymnafiaft und Student Gelegenbeit, dfters nad) Neuenbdettel8au ju pilgern
und in ndhere BVerithrung mit dem Werfe LWhes ju treten. Die Frudt feiner
langjdhrigen Vefdhiaftigung mit Lohe als Prediger legt er in padender Weife in
unferm Bud) nieder. Wir hoffen, dak fein Vorfak, in fpiteren BVinben LWhe als
Qiturgifer und Seeljorger ju behanbeln, fid) vertirflihen tverde.

Sn etliden einleitenben Sapiteln vedet er iiber die bisherige Wiirdbigung
Qbhes al8 Predigers, iiber die Quellen der vorliegenden Wrbeit (nidht nur iiber
die gedbrudten Predigten, fonbern audy itber die ungedrudten Predigtidyite, da-
neben uffige, Tagebiidjer und Briefe {otvie Urteile und Beridyte der Jeitgenoffen),
endlid) iiber die WUbgrenjung der Wufgabe, die er fih geftelit Hatte. Jm erften
Hauptteil {Hildert er Lohe ald8 Prebiger, fowohl als werbenben alg8 getvorbenen,
wiahrend er im jweiten Hauptteil Lohed homiletijhe Grundide und deren prai-
tifhe Bedeutung fitr die Gegentvart darlegt. €3 ift eine grofe Fillle Stoffs, die
ung hier dargeboten ioird, aus ber twir nur einige, wenige Proben unfern Lefern
borlegen midhten. So lefen wir &.39: ,Naddem bereitd der Gymnafiaft ,Die
Pialmenauslegung Quthers® wohl unter {pradliem Gefihtdpunit gelefen und der
Student in Berlin bei dem Wntiquar nad) ,Quther und Calvin® gefahnbet, nad=
dem ber Wifar linft fleifig Luther jtubiert hatte, fahte er am Reformations-
gedidtnistag, am 31. Oftober 1832, nod) den formlihen Cnt{dhlup: ,Bon mor:
gen an will id) tdglid) ein Stitd aus Quihers Werfen lefen jum Wnbenlen an die
Qehre von der Redhtfertigung, welde durd) diefen Mann ans Yidht gesogen worben.
Gott fegne mir's! Wmen.” WIS er dag Jahr darauf einige Jeit diefem BVorfah
im Drang der Gefdhdfte untreu twerden mupte, beflagte er e8: ,Habe lange nidht
in Qutber gelefen, wa8 mid) rveut.* Gin nadahmensivertes Beifpiel filr unsg!
Wenn nur Lhe immer ein treuer Sdhiiler Quthers geblieben twire, er wdve vor
feinen mannigfaltigen {pdteren BVerirrungen betvahrt geblieben. &, 109 lefen tvir:
»hm {dlagt dad Geiffen, al8 er eine Jeitlang ,eine ernftliche Qeftiive ber Hei-
ligen Sdrift im Grundtert’ ausfeste.” — Durd) dad ganze Budh) hindurdh werden
Proben aus Lwhes Prebigten gegeben, ausd denen man erfennen fann, daf Lbhe
in der Tat ein ganj herborragenbder Prediger mar, wie ja ,Jejfdhwil Lohe alle
anbern Prediger der Glaubenderneuerung im borigen Jahrhunbert, wie Harle,
Fhomafiug, Cafpari den dilteren und anbdere, itberragen lift” (S. 95); und aud
LBilmar urteilt, {eit Goethe habe niemand mehr {o {dhines Deutidy gefdyrieben,
wie Qbhe. Um fo betritbenber wirft e8, wenn man aus dem Kapitel ,Dogmatifdh-
ethifhe Gruppe’ (S. 172 ff.) erfennt, twie LWwhe dodh) in {o manden Stiiden vom
Sdriftgrund abgewiden iff. Da wird auf Lwhes irrige Yuffafjung hingetviefen,
daf Gffen und Trinfen im Ubendmahl den Kommunifanten nad) Leib und Seele
fitr eine felige Auferftehung vorbereite (S. 177). Da horen toir, daf LWwhe von
einem Organ der Seele in der Giigleit bor der Nuferftehung redet, dad hnlidy-
feit mit dem Qeibe und dod) Undhnlidhleit Habe, daf unfere verftorbenen Gltern
erfithren, wenn wir ung befehrten (S. 183). iiber [bhes Chiliadmus wird den
Tatfadjen nidht entfpredjend behauptet, daf er nidht {dhwdrmerijd fei nod der
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Auguftana juwiderlaufe (S. 185); aud) wird der Prediger Lhe, ebenfalls in redht
matter Weife, in Sdhup genommen gegen romanifierende Tendenzen, die dem
Sdriftiteller LWhe untergelaufen feien (S. 205). Wenn wir daher niht einftim=
men fonnen in dag faft jdhwdrmerifhe Urteil des Verfaffers, womit er fein inter-
eflantes Bud) {Phliegt: ,Fithrergeftalten — Luther, Whe — {dyrveiten durd) den
Morgen, die Kirde su neuen Siegen ju fithren. . . . Wir grilgen Quiber, den
Konig der evbangelifhen Predigt, und gehordjen thm. Wit gritpen Lhe, feinen
erften Bajallen, feinen vornehmiten Fiirjten und Herzog, und folgen ihm ald dem
Propheten, oder {agen twir lieber mit der ihm eigenen VWejdjeidbung: einem Kehrer
_unferer Tage”, {o midhten wir dodh dad Werf unfern KLefern empfehlen als einen
beadhtenStwerten Beitrag jur Gefd)idte der Predigt und ein Mittel, gerade aud
Qbhe, der mit der Unfangdge{dhidyte unjerer Shnode in fo enger BVerbindung fteht,
niher fennenzulernen. Th Latid.

The Religious Response. An Introduction to the Philosophy of Religion.
By Henry Wilkes Wright. Harper and Brothers. 256 pages, 5X7%.
Price, $2.00.

In a manner of speaking the philosophy of religion has always been
treated in connection with the various philosophical systems; for since
the time of Thales some of the world’s keenest minds have tried to under-
stand and explain the relation of man to the Supreme Being known as God. -
But the writings of Chsrles Darwin ushered in a new school of religious
philosophers, one whose adherents have tried to connect the so-called
religious consciousness of man with the theory of evolution. Foremost
among philosophers of this persuasion stands the Danish savant Hofiding,
who was the first one to make an attempt to evaluate the religious con-
sciousness in terms of social values. He was closely followed by William
Kelley Wright, who brought the same material in more popular form for
university classes about to be initiated into the mysteries of religious
philsophy. Others who wrote along the same lines, with varying degrees
of aberration, are Binder of New York University, Edwards of Brecon
(Wales), and Rohrbaugh of Dickinson College. Men who have tried to
observe a more conservative form of discussion are Sabatier, Galloway,
Wilm (The Problem of Religion), and Ormond. The writings of these men
are interesting and, in part, truly instructive; for they do not base their
entire presentation upon the theory of evolution with its totally unrea-
sonable hypothesis. Entirely on the other side are books by Richardson,
who postulates the reasonableness, or the rational justification, of re-
vealed religion, and Keyser, who goes even farther, in attempting to show
that the deepest mysteries of revealed religion, such as the Trinity and the
atonement, are altogether conformable to reason, a position which evidently
goes beyond the possibility of the human mind. The book by Henry Wilkes
Wright, professor of philosophy in the University of Manitoba, is a sad
disappointment from the very first page, since it presupposes the correct-
ness of the theory of evolution. Another fundamental error of his book is
his evident supposition that all religions are on the same level. The
author’s background in the field of revealed religion is totally inadequate
for the task which he set himself in this book. He errs when he states
(p. 2) that “the advance of scientific knowledge has undermined the
authority, and diminished the prestige, of religion.” True science is not
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opposed to revealed religion, but has ever maintained and supported its
position and work. The author errs when he states (p.3) that there are
" “forms of religion from the totemism of primitive man and the fetishism
of the savage to enlightened Judaism and Buddhism and Christianity.” He
makes other bold and antichristian statements, as when he writes: “To-
day it is doubtful if more than a minority retain any belief in a personal
God or in the enduring reality of the human soul” (p.22). Again: “The
three conceptions of the spiritual, as ghost, as unitary, self-active being, and
as inner consciousness, turn out to be one and all untenable” (p. 48).
And again: “We are even considering the possibility of molding the dis-
positions and impulses of the human individual to suit the requirements of
civilized social life by a process of selective breeding” (p.118). And so
it goes on throughout the book. It was necessary for the reviewer to
query, not only individual statements, but entire paragraphs and chapters.
The author has so many misleading half-truths. His Deity is a rather
vague conception, for he speaks of it as the world spirit, as supreme in-
telligence, as universal intelligence. The book does not even redeem itself
by its final paragraph, in which the statement is made: “The claim may
be justly made on behalf of Christianity that alone among universal re-
ligions it has ascribed absolute value to personality, that it has indeed
valued human life and character solely on account of its personal meaning.
And this personal meaning it has understood in terms of functional con-
tribution to the universal social community.” — We finished the book with
a sense of deep disappointment. It were better if writers in the field of
the philosophy of religion would first study Christianity; for the Chris-
tian religion is the revelation of the great mystery of the love of God in
Christ Jesus, of His atonement for the sins of the world, and of the justifi-
cation of sinners through faith in the Savior of the world.
P. E. KRETZMANN.

A Brief Survey of Scripture. By Frank E. Gaebelein, M. A., 456 Fourth
Ave., New York City. 90 pages, 56X7%. 75 cts.

The author, who is head master of a private school for boys on Long
Island and son of the well-known Fundamentalist writer and lecturer,
proposes the thesis that the Bible structurally falls into five great natural
divisions, or “Pentateuchs,” and each of these again into five major groups.
He believes that in this underlying structure there is proof for the divine
origin of the Bible. A brief analysis of the various books is given, valu-
able even if one does not accept the author’s major thesis.

TH. GRAEBNER.

The Oppression and Exodus. By Thorwald 0. Thorson. Augsburg Pub-
lishing House, Minneapolis, Minn. 136 pages, 51,X8. Price, $1.50.
Mr. Thorson, in this contribution to Biblical archeology, defends the
proposition that the Exodus took place, not under a ruler of the nineteenth,
but of the eighteenth dynasty, under Amenhotep II. It thus agrees with
the position taken by Prof. M. O. Wee in his recent book Moses. The author
seems a bit too confident in his relation of details in the life of Moses’
foster-mother, Queen Hatshepsut, and there is no warrant for the assur-
ance of the chapter-heading “Moses Refuses Crown of Egypt.” The make-up
of the book is beautiful, the proof-reading very bad. TH. GRAEBNER.
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We Believe in Prayer. Edited by Sydney Strong. 210 pages, 5X7,.
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Perpetuating Pentecost. By John M. Versteeg. 207 pages, 5 XT,.
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The Spirit of God and the Faith of To-Day. By Richard Roberts.
185 pages, 5X7%,. Price, $2.00.
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