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Book Review — Qiteratnr

All books reviewed in this periodical may be procured from or through Con-
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

Dad Bud) ded betenden Gnttesfned)ts, Der Pialmen jiveiter Teil. Filr
Freunde und Verdchter der Bibel ausgelegt von Rudolf WLbramotwfti, Lic.
theol. 1939. @alier BVereinsbudhandlung Stuttgart. 263 Seiten 6x9.

Der Caliver Verlagsdverein hat e8 unternommen, eine Erliuterung alttefta-
mentlicher Sdriften unter bem Namen ,Die BVotjdaft bed Wlten Teftaments”
beraugaugeben, und dber und borliegende Band ift der fiinfsehnte diefer Serie.
v bietet feine fortlaufende Ggegefe, fonbern eine {iberfegung mit Anmerfungen
vow mebhr al§ ber Hifte bed Pialters in 3wei groken Ubteilungen: ,I. Der Gottes=
fuecht in der Unfedytung; II. Der Gottesfnedht in der Vetwvahrung.” Filr ben
Theologen ijt ber braudibarjte Teil ded3 Budhes bie tiberfeungen und die Hinweife
auf bie BVavallelftellen, die befonders8 bei der Vorbereitung auf die Predigt gute
Dienfte leiften fomnen. Die Wuslegung trigt faft durdiveg den Charatter er-
baufidher Betradhtungen, die jum groken Teil fehr twertvoll find. Der BVerfaffer
verfritt im gangen bie meffianijhe Uuffafjung ber Pjalmen, die in der lutherifhen
RKirde ald {olhe anerfannt find, 3. B. 16, 40, 69, 22, leiber aber nidht immer mit
ber Beftimmtbeit, bie wir erwarten. Bum 69. Pfalm bemerft er 3. B.: ,Bufam=
men mit bem 22. Pfalm bhat er die Farben zur Wusgeftaltung und dben Beiveis
fitr die Sdriftgemipheit, das Yeiht, die Gottgetvolltheit des Leibend JEju, ge-
geben.” (&.98.) Uud in den Vemerfungen jum 22. Pfalm tird gefagt: ,Diefed
tief evgveifende Lied, tn dem fih dad Leiden bes Menjdhen mit dem Leiden Chrifti
bermdhlt” ufro. Da§ ijt in beidben Fillen zu jhivacy geredet. Das Meue Tefta=
wient weift flar nad), daf diefe Pialmen im frengfen Sinne meffionifd find, dbah
ber Grlbjer in ithnen {elber vedet, und biefe Tatfade jollte Har und deutlidh zum
Yusdprud fommen. Wber BVeriditigungen biefer Urt laffen fich leiht anbringen,
und bag Bud) hat flir jeden Bibelforidher grohen Wert. P. €. Kregmann

Courageous Adventures. Old Testament Stories for Boys and Girls. By
Laura Hulda Wild, professor of Biblical Literature, Mount Holyoke
College, South Hadley, Mass. The Abingdon Press, New York.
144 pages, 5% X7%, including Bible-passage references, recom-
mended books, and outline maps. Price, $1.00.

The Rev.Laura Hulda Wild, professor of Biblical literature at Mount
Holyoke College since 1917, previously instructor of the Bible in Nebraska
and Ohio colleges, four years pastor in a Lincoln, Nebr., Congregational
church, Y. W.C. A. secretary, visiting professor to Ginling College for
women at Nanking, China, there teaching the Bible [c¢f. Modernism in
Foreign Missions!], twice tourist student in Palestine, author of several
books on Bible-study, etc., acceding to the requests of her former stu-
dents, now blessed with children, wrote Courageous Adventures “to sup-
ply growing boys and girls with a book that contains a point of view
toward the Bible, interests them in things Biblical before they attend
college, preserves for them the spiritual values of the Bible-stories,
and keeps American youth from the mistake of looking upon Bible-
stories as mere fanciful folk-tales.” To her, Bible-stories certainly are
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not fanciful folk-tales, though also not God’s inspired Word; but they
arose (from ca. 900 B.C. down) when men advanced and grew out of
the childish notions about their gods and so found the true God. “That
took a long time, and we have not found out all about Him yet.”
(Foreword, p.18.) However, the Bible-stories very plainly demonstrate
the development of conscience over against greed (culminating at last
in Christ’s own supreme conscience response). The Bible-stories of
course are not true as history, but certainly as parables, exemplifying
the development of man’s truth and probity consciousness. Moses did
not see a burning bush but a bush of sheer beauty, after his prolonged
solitude in the wilderness had made him antioppression-minded. The
Balaam’s ass story (parallels, Arabian Nights, Wonder Tales of Egypt,
etc.) illustrates the truth that man, blinded by greed, can see less clearly
the morally prescribed path than can a beast. Witches are very fasci-
nating (cf. Hallowe’en) and the witch-of-Endor tale shows us how Saul,
for his selfish ends, goes back in the end on all that is good and true,
even his own laws. The David stories (David, very much like Robin
Hood, a brave, generous, rollicking adventurer) teach us goodness, un-
selfishness, generosity (above all, his poems, e.g., Ps.23;: “Even should
I go my way in a ravine dark as the shadow of death,” Macdonald’s
translation, quoted by authoress). The Jonah and the big-fish story
(the big fish stands for some great calamity) reveals how at last Jews
began to understand that God loves everybody, even their enemies, and
so prepares the way for Jesus’ teachings in the New Testament. While
we do not recommend the purchase of this book to our readers, we
nevertheless believe that every so often our pastors ought to go to the
public library and discover for themselves how assiduously Modernists
are systematically, psychologically, irreparably, pounding to pieces the
Christian faith of boys and girls of high-school and college days by such
destructive methods as Miss Wild offers in her new book. No orthodox
Christian minister can afford to remain ignorant of the subtle, most
effective technique used by Bible foes today to blast from the hearts
of our Christian youth the frue faith of their fathers. The ability to
defeat Modernism presupposes a fair knowledge of its strategy, and it
is for this reason that we pastors and teachers dare not ignore such
grotesque writings as Courageous Adventures. J. THEODORE MUELLER

Der Brief an die Hebrier. BVetradhtungen von Eriwin ReidSner. Ehr.-Kaifer-
Berlag, Miinden. 1938, 300 Seiten 6x9.

Jeder forgfdltige WBibellefer weil, bdap ber Hebrderbrief ein eigenartiged
Bud) ift. Iiber bem Verfaffer unbd den erften Lefern legt ein tiefes Duniel, bas
tro} auBerorbentlidier, ausgedehnter und fharffinniger Forfderarbeit immer nod
nidht getwidgen ift. Unfer Wutor hat getoik redht, wenn er fagt: ,Die Gebanien
be8 Briefed find paulinifd” (S. 5); ebenfs werden aber wohl aud) bie meiften
Qefer ihm beiftimmen, wenn er fortfahrs: ,Der Stil aber ieiht {o {ehr von
bem ber andern grofen Briefe des Wpoftels ab, dak diefer mindeftend ald un-
mittelbarer utor faum in Frage fommt.¥ Konnen twir mit vem Verfaffer gehen,
wenn er den Fitel ,An bie Hebrder” fhmbolifd erflart, ald8 Hhabe dag Wort
»Qebrder hier feine etymologifhe Bebeutuna: bdie Hiniiberziehenden ober Bor=
itberziehenden? RKaum. Sp etivad wird den Vitern, die dem Buch biefen Titel
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gaben, f{dioerlih in den Sinn gefommen fein. Daf ber Brief an bie Gemeinbe
su Jerufalem gerichtet tourde, Yalten toir allerdingd audy fiir eine verfehite Kon-
jeftur. TH. Jabn war der Meinung, der Brief fei fiir eine ald Judbendriften be-
ftehenbe Gemeinde in Rom beftimmt gewefen. Eine andbere Unfidht ift, dbaB bder
ZFitel etiva um bad Jahr 200 itber den Brief gefest wurbe und auf einem Mip-
verftinbnid berubht, indem man aud dbem Jnbalt bed Briefed meinte er{dhliehen
su fbunen, baf dbad Sdreiben an befehrie Juben geridhtet fei, daf aber eigentlid
weder Jubendiriften nod) Heidendyriften {pesiell angeredet wiirben, jondbern €hri-
ften im allgemeinen,

Jm borliegenden TWert twerben einleitende Fragen nidht bes lingeren erirtert;
audy auf grammati{he Punfte twird nidt viel eingegangen. €8 ift dem Ber-
fafler darum 3u tun, die Gedanfen bes Briefes padend darjuftellen und audy bie
Anpendung nidht 3u verfiumen. Die Darftellung ift in der FTat anjziehend. Was
ir ju tabeln Haben, ift bie Theologie de§ BVerfaffers. EGr fommt mif allerlei
mertwitrbigen LVoraudjepungen an ben Brief Heran und finbet biefe bdarin be-
ftatigt. Offenbar jagt ihm bie Theologie Karl Barths ju. Wir finben 3. B. biefen
Yusfprudg: ,Fir den Upoftel ift immer Heute® ber Jiingjte Tag® (S.22); und
biefen: ,Wer aber an ber Sdwelle jur Eiigleit, angefihts dber Ent{deibung, bor
bie ihn bad Heute bes Ehriftus ftellt, verfagt, wer da nidht jugreift, jitr den
with bas heraflitijdhe Wort jur furditbaren Wahrheit, ber wird fortgejdhivemmt,
ber forunt niemald mieder in eine dhnlidhe Sage; denn die Beit, fiir die er fich
in ber Wbmweifung ber Gnabe ent{detbet, ift ja felbft dad Niemald” (&. 21). Dad
ift Rrifistheologie. Synergiftijdh-pelagianijd) lauten diefe Sipe iiber Kap. 6, 4 ff.:
#Iir {dhigen fie [diefe Stelle] . . . ald ein flaved Wort, mit dem und gefagt
toird, bak e8 julefit eben bod) auf die Entfdeidung ded Men{gen anfommt. Der
Menidy fann bdie fidy thm barbietende Gmabde juriidiveifen, er fann ja ober nein
jagen, er fann aud eigenem Eut{dhlug abfallen* (€. 109). Allerbingd fann ber
Denfdh ausd eigenem Cut{dlufy nein fagen; aber mit dem JFafagen verhdlt o5
fith anbers.

Uber Ghrifti LWerf finden fich mande {hone Sige. Wir jsitieren einen ba-
pon: ,Dag¥ [nad) Jer. 31 den Chriften] ,ing Hers gefdhricbene Gefey ift fein
Qeiftungsgefess, fonbern ein Glaubensgefel, ndmlid) das Gefet bed Glaubens,
der ba glaubt, bap ber eingeborne Sobn Gotted alles geleiftet und das ganze
Gefeyy erfitllt hat* (€. 215). Cigentitmlid ift die Un{dhauung, baf bad Volf
J8rael besd Ulten Keftaments ein ,Gleidhnid” fiir die gefamte Menfhheit fei
(6. 36). a8 der Werfaffer Jagen 3u twolen {deint, iff, dap bas8 JBtael be§
Wlten Bunbdesd ein Thpus bes neuteftamentlichen Gottesvolied getvefen fei. Darin
ftimmen foir ihm natiizlid bei. Die Einftellung bes Werled ift reformiert, mwie
aus biefen Saf exfihtlid) ift: ,Der Sulthandlung [das ift, dem Beiligen WAbenbd=
mahl] fommt jeht nur nod) bie BVebeutung einer Gedddyinisfeier zuv (&. 201).
RNidht felten befommt man ben Cindrud, dap mehr geiftreidge Betraditung als
wahre Sdriftouslequng geboten wird. A.

Lutherd Lehre von den zwei Reidjen. Unterfudht von feinem Werftindnis ber

Bergpredigt ausd. Gin Beitrag jum Problem ,Gefey und Gvangelium«,

LBon Harold Diem. Ehr.-Kaifer=LVerlag. Milnden. 173 Seiten 6x9.
fartoniert. Preid: RM. 3.50.

Dieje vortrefflihe Sdrift liht L[uther bie Frage beantworten, ob die Un-

weifungen und Forberungen der BVergprebigt fiir alle Chrifien verbindlidh find.

Die rimifde Lehre ift, baf 8 fich hier nidt um praecepta, jondern um consilia
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hanbdelt, beren Befolgung bie mindijhe Heiligleit juftande bringt. Unbderve be-
haupten, da ,als edhter Prophet JFEjus fih niht um dle Miglihleit einer Ver-
wirtlichung, nidht um die BVraudybarifeit des Gebots Himmerter. (S. 20.) Die
TWiebertiufer unb anbdere Schivirmer halten biefe Wniveifungen obhl flir vers
bindlich, ,fallen aber su fehr auf bie redjte Seite unbd lehren, man folle nidhts
Eigenes bhaben, nidht {Hhwdren, nicht Obrigleit nod) Geriht Halten, nidht {dhitgen
nod) verteidigen ujw.* (Weimarer WUusgabe 32, 300 f. St. Qouifer WUudgabe 7,
349), und gehen alfo audh mit felbjterwihiten Heiligleiten, mit mindijden Wer:
fen, um. Der Teufel ridytet durdh fie ,falfhe gute Werte und erdidhtete Heilig-
feit an” (Lc.). Da untervichtet nun SQuther die Chriften aus Gottes Wort, dak
fie Bilrger in 3ivei RNeiden find, bah fie al8 Biivger des gbttlichen, geiftlichen
Reidyes alled Unvedt leiden, aber ald Biirger des weltlichen Reiched bem Unrvecht
wehren miiffen. LQuiber jagt den aufriihrerifhen BWauern: ,IWollt ihr nun gitt=
lid) Reht halten, wwie ihr riihmet, woblan, fo tut’s. Da ftehet’'s, Gott {pridt:
,Die Radhe ift mein, ih will vergellen. « (IW. A. 18, 308. &t. L. 16, 55.) Goit
bat aber audy die Obrigleit und anberves weltlihes Regiment eingefest und dem
Chriften al8 Bitrger, als Umtstriger im tveltlichen Reid), geboten, dem Bifen zu
wehren. Diem fagt: ,Der Chrift darf nun einmal nidht qua Chrift dag Gebot
ber Bergprebigt ([Ridtet nidht!’) auber Kraft fegen. Ein anberesd ift feine Crijtens
im Amt’. Da mup er {ogar ridhten und dem {ibel twiberftehen. Ein anberes ift
feine Grijtens als Perfon’. Da muf er fih das Midhten verboten jein Yaffen.”
(S.94.) &eite 90: ,TWa8 ferner die su leiftenden ,officia omnis generis® be=
trifit, fo gibt e8 ba fein Drilden von irgenbeinem obrigleitlidhen Umi. Quther:
Darum, wenn du fieheft, bak e8 an Henfer, Bitttel, Ridhter, Herren und Fiirjten
mangel{t und du didh ge{dhidt findeft, follft dbu bih daju erbieten und dbarum
twerben, auf dbap ja die nitige Getwalt nicht veradytet und matt titrbe ober unter:
ginge. (M. A. 11,254 f. 1. L. 10,387.) Gine derartige mtsitbernahme fhliefst
ia feine Untreue gegeniiber bem perfinlidhen €hrijtenftand in fih. ,Denn in bem
Fall gingeft dbu einher gans in fremdem Dienft und Werfen. . . . Denn fite
Didhy {elbift bleibft dbu an dem Gvangelium und halift didh) nady Chrifti Wort,
bak dbu gern den andern Badenftreid) leideft ujw. WU lfo gehet’s dann
beides fein miteinanbder, baB dujugleidh Gotted Reidh und
ber Welt Reid) genugtuft duperlidd und inneriid, sugleid
Tibel und Unredit Leideft und bodh 1bel und Unvedht ftrafeft; sugleih dem
Ttbel nidyt widerfteheft und doch wiberfteheft. Denn mit dem einen fieheft du auf
pich und auf dag Deine, mit dem anbern auf den Ndadften und auf vad Seine’
(L c.) —bier geht’s nach dem Glauben, dort nach der Liebe.” — Werbindben aber
bie Gebote ber Bergprebigt ben Chriften, bebingungslod und in volljtem Make,
muf da der Chrift nidht versiveifeln? Gr Hat ja taufendmal das Gebot ,Nidytet
nidt” ufw. iibertreten. GetwiB; nun aber belehrt und Quther, dap das Gejeh
dazu gegeben ift, bak e8 dem Menfdhen sum Verzweifeln bringe und der Chrift in
bag Gpangelium gefrieben tverbe, um dann in der KLraft des Ebvangeliums bie
Gebote immer beffer su erfitllen. Unbd dies, die Lehre vom Unteridhied des e-
feBes und be8 Cvangeliums, wird in unferm Biidhlein an der Hand von Luthers
Sdyriften fein bargelegt. — Trefflidh) find audh) die Uusfithrungen itber die Wuf-
gabe der Obrigfeit und die Pflidht der Untertanen. ,Gott hat dad tweltliche
Regiment der BVernunfit unterworfen und befohlen, toeil ed nidht der Seelen
Seil nod) etwiges Gut, fonbern allein leiblihe und jzeitlidhe Giiter regieren joll.#
(8. A. 51,243, St. L. 5,857.) Ferner: ,Oberfeit joll nidht wehren, mwas jeder:
mann lehren und glauben ioill, e8 fei Evangelium ober Litgen; ijt genug, ba fie
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Yufruhr und Unfrieden su lehren wehrts (W. A. 18,298, St. 8. 16,50.) ,Das
ift Quthers Stellung: Die Obrigleit, aud) two fie in driftlihen Hinden (i,
regiert nidt itber die Gemiffen; toohl aber mufp fie allen iibergriffen in ihr Reid)
um der tweltliden Ordnung toillen twehren; und {olde Nbergriffe liegen dort vor,
wo RKeperei jum Wufruhr und ju dffentlicher Lajterung wirb.s (€. 76.) — Der
Chrift gehordt audy ben ,lwunbderlichen Herven‘ und tvird feinem Univillen niemals
repolutionietenderiveife Quft madhen. . . . Zu elnem aggreffiven rvevolutiondren
Widerftand fieht Luther aud) bei Ehangeliumsverfolgung feine biblijh begriin=
bete Mibglidhteit.” (€. 94.) — , Aber voerfluchet sey aller gehorsam ynn ab-
grund der helle, so der oberkeit, vater und mutter, ja auch der kirchen
gehorsam ist, das er Gott ungehorsam sei. . . . Hie kenne ich widder
[weder] vater, mutter, freundschafft, oeberkeit oder Christliche Kirche.*
(2. U. 28, 24.) — WVom Krieg fagt Quiher: ,Wer Krieg anfingt, ber ift unredt,
und ift billig, dbah der gefhlagen ober dodhy ulelt geftraft twerbe, ber am erften
bag Meffer judt.s Der Notfrieg aber, ,der aud Mot und Jiwang wird aufge:
drungen, nadbem er ift von einem anbern angegriffenv, ift beredhtigt; unbd ber,
der mit gutem Getiffen fih su einem Notfrieq beredhtigt glaudt, foll alfo beten:
«Lieber HErr, mein Gott, du fieheft, dak ih mup friegen, wollt’s ja gerne laffen;
aber auf bie redhte Urjadhe baue id) nicht, fondern auf deine Gnabe und BVarm:=
berzigfeit.” (W. WA. 19, 645 ff. ©t. €. 10, 513 ff.) — Bom ,Driftlihen Kreuzzug”
fagt Qutbher: ,Uber iiber alle8 bewegte mid), baB man unter Griftliden
Namen wider die Tiirfen ju ftreiten bornahm, lehrte und reizte, geradbe alg
folfte unfer BVolf ein Heer der Chriften heifen wider die Thrfen, ald wider Chrifti
Feinbe, tweldhed ift fivads toiber Ehrifti Qehre und Namen.s (. U, 30, IT, 111.
St. 8. 20, 2113.) — Jft LQuiher verantiwortlidy flir dad lanbdesherrlidie RKivdhen=
regiment? Unbd ar er gar ,ein Filrflentnedht#? 1Unfer Blidlein likt Luiber
parauf antivorten. ,Satan pergit esse Satan. Sub papa miscuit ecclesiam
politiae, sub nostro tempore vult miscere politiam ecclesiae. Sed nos
resistemus, Deo favente, et studebimus pro nostra virili vocationes dis-
tinctas servare.“ (Gnbers XV, 256.) ,Jeht fehrt fidy dbag Blatt um. Denn
man madht aud dem Fauftamt ein mitndblidh) WUmt, und tollen die weltliden
Herren das geiftliche Megiment fithren und dben Prebigtituhl und Kivde regieren,
bak ich predigen {oll, wad der Fiirft gern hort.” (W. A. 46, 737. &t. 8.7, 1791.)
Und: ,Wir miiffen dbag Konfiftorium jzerreifen; Ddenn wir wollen furzum bie
Juriften und Papft nidt drinnen haben.s (W. A, T. R. 6, 344. &t. L. 22, 1511.)
Unfer Autor hat fleibig in LQuther gelefen und im groBen und ganzen gut
gelefert. Th Eugelder

Preparing Preachers to Preach. By R. Ames Montgomery, D.D., LL.D,,
professor of Homiletics, Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Chi-
cago. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich.
249 pages, 5% X734. Price, $1.75.

Here is a book which we recommend to our pastors for careful
reading, not merely because the subject of sermon-making requires
persistent study throughout their ministerial career and in this work
various authors ought to be considered, but because the volume before
us presents the subject in a novel, striking, and thorough manner, well
adapted to the needs of our time. Dr. Montgomery, a conservative Pres-
byterian theologian, advocates a return to such preaching as was in
vogue when ministers and congregations were still Christian and rever-
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enced the Gospel. Today preaching has been eclipsed by the prodigious
influence of the “new science” and affected by present-day “mechanistic
psychology,” so that now “the Bible must be restored to a place of
authority in preaching, from which it fell when we got rid of an inspired
Book” (p.23). Today also more than ever “personality values must
be given primary consideration when young men are enrolled as candi-
dates for the Gospel ministry” (p.21). Lastly, “preaching must recover
the power of appeal” (p.26). Preaching must be textual, and to this
end the pastor’s constructive study must be carried on regularly and
systematically. Much of what the author writes will not be new to
our readers, but the entire presentation is new, fascinating, and con-
vincing. New material, however, is offered in these chapters: “The
Minister’s Study,” “What Is Effective Preaching?” “The Warrant for
Preaching,” “The Preparation of the Preacher,” “The Inspiration of the
Preacher,” “The Preparation of the People.” Other chapters are: “The
Eclipse and Relumination of Preaching,” “The Text,” “What to Observe
in the Use of the Text,” “The Sermon Subject,” “The Introduction of
the Sermon,” “The Sermon,” “The Conclusion,” “Essential Homiletic
Qualities of a Good Sermon,” “Style,” “Species, or Types, of Sermons.”
In short, here is an old, experienced professor of homiletics, a repre-
sentative of the “old school,” who nevertheless in a new, understanding
way tells our present generation of ministers what preachers of the
Gospel really should do to be faithful to their holy task. The very
fact that a non-Lutheran has written the book makes it all the more
interesting. We have heard that in many circles in our Church because
of the prevailing depression salaries, which render it almost impossible
for individual ministers to purchase new books, “reading clubs” have
been organized in which book expenses are pooled and the burden is
thus made light. Afterwards, in outstanding cases, books, annotated
by critical brethren, are thoroughly discussed at conferences, usually
under the guidance of a brother offering a formal, lengthy book re-
view. The plan is excellent, and Dr. Montgomery’s book is worthy of
such study. J. TueovorE MUELLER

The Son of God Rides On. Outlines on the Gospels of the Ancient
Church. By R.E. Golladay, A.M., D.D. The Lutheran Book Con-
cern, Columbus, O. 391 pages, 5%X7%. Price, $1.75.

Much painstaking and careful work has gone into the making of
this volume, presenting an abundance of sermon material on the familiar
Gospel-lessons of the ancient Church. Using this material will help the
preacher to present in a fresh way the old well-known Gospel pericopes.

‘We suggest that the preacher first carefully study his text and then
read what Golladay presents and use the material in the preacher’s
own outline. The pericope Matt. 20:1-16, for instance, is treated by Gol-
laday under the heading of “Work and Wages” and ends with the
question, “What kind of worker in God’s kingdom am I? are you?”
The scope of this pericope is that salvation is not by merit but by
grace. To this Golladay calls attention, but his treatment of the text
does not make this fact stand out, and his climax in the conclusion
puts the emphasis where it does not belong. What the hearer ought



Book Review — Qiteratur 879

to carry away is not the thought what kind of a worker he is, but that,
though a miserable sinner, a gracious salvation has been provided
for him. On page 194 Golladay says: “It has always been true, it is
now true, and it always will be true, that many resist, and finally
resist, this threefold work of the Holy Spirit. For this sin there is
no forgiveness, Matt.12:31; Heb.10:26,27.” The sin which cannot be
forgiven is the sin against the Holy Ghost, but the description given
by Golladay does not describe the sin against the Holy Ghost. To the
text Matt. 22:1-14 Golladay gives this heading, “Why God Chooses Only
a Few.” On pages 345 and 346 we read such statements as these: “He
gave man the power of choice. He permits man to exercise his power
of choice. . .. “God’s process of choosing men is in reality a process of
bhuman self-elimination. Some do not care. Some keep on putting off.
Some become antagonistic. Some are too well satisfied with their own
condition, their own acquirements, so that, while pretending to come, they
are never qualified as guests at the feast. . . . Those who are finally
chosen are those who (a) have accepted God’s invitation, (b) come to
God’s own feast, (¢) allowed God to qualify them by acceptance of His
own proffered gifts.” We are somewhat surprised that such synergistic
statements are still being printed at a time when we had reason to
believe that the synergistic doctrine of man’s salvation had been
abandoned as unscriptural by the church-body of which the author is
a member. J.H. C. Frirz

Wonderful — and Qther Sermons. By William Ashley Sunday. Zonder-
van Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 126 pages, 5% X8.
Price, $1.00.

Billy Sunday was a Fundamentalist preacher, who in his own way
and often with drastic emphasis preached sin and grace. This appears
also in the present volume, which has all the excellencies—and the
faults —that characterized the evangelist’s preaching. Some of his illus-
trations are dignified and fitting, others are on a lower level. The
author does not regard Baptism as a means of grace. On account of
the lack of a thorough theological training the author is guilty of other
lapses and inaccuracies, for which the charitable reader will make
allowances, as when he has no earthquake in connection with the resur-
rection of our Savior. P.E. KRETZMANN

The Implications of Public Confession. By Abraham XKuyper, D.D,
LL.D. Translated from the Dutch by Henry Zylstra. Zondervan
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 88 pages, 5¥%X734. Price,
75 cts.

Some of Dr.Kuyper’s books, like Women of the Old Testament and
Women of the New Testament, have been warmly welcomed, also in
Lutheran circles. The present book does not have such a general
appeal. It is a typically Reformed presentation of the way of reception
into church-membership. Many portions are definitely anti-Lutheran
and not in accordance with Holy Scripture. The author is opposed to
the Lutheran rite of confirmation and presents his views in statements
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which are worthy of consideration, even if one does not admit the
correctness of the logical deductions which the author draws. He
states: “If a term is necessary, therefore, we could name the ‘receiving’
the ‘admission to making public confession.’ This preliminary exami-
nation may never represent anything more than the vestibule through
which one passes to public confession. Not the ‘being received’ but
the ‘public confession’ represents the holy and decisive moment for the
great decision of your life. . . . But there are those who would not
have it so. These wanted the event of ‘receiving’ to represent a touch-
ing and exciting ceremony. Hence this event was converted into what
the Lutherans had long made of it. The pastor and the elder ‘tock’ the
confession. Later the Church ‘confirmed’ it.” (P.59f.) While the argu-
ments of the author will not hold, there is much in its presentation that
might well be kept in mind by the Lutheran pastor who tries to keep
the work of indoctrination from degenerating into a mere form.
P. E. KRETZMANN
Prayer-Meetings that Made History. By Basil Miller. 104 pages, 5X7%.
The Warner Press, Anderson, Ind. Price, $1.00.

The author tells of fourteen remarkable fulfilments of prayer,
changing the life of individuals, inaugurating world-wide missionary or
charitable movements, etec. Many of these interesting and faith-
strengthening results of prayer may be used by the pastor in the pulpit,
in his Bible class, or on other occasions. Not all movements, however,
described by the author were unmitigated blessings. Faith in their
Savior and His promises prompted the prayers of these people, and
Christ heard them. But in only too many instances the erroneous views
held by them caused them to undo much of the good that Christ
would have accomplished through them had they followed His Word
exclusively instead of permitting their own mistaken notions to influence
their actions. TH. LAETSCH
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In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current mailing-list
correct. The expense of maintaining this list has been materially increased.
Under present regulations we are subject to a “fine’”’ on all parcels mailed to an
incorrect address, inasmuch as we must pay 2 cents for every notification sent
by the postmaster on a parcel or periodical which is undeliverable because no
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