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Book Review - Qiteratur

All books reviewed in this periodical may be procured from or through Con-
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

The Christian Message in a Non-Christian World. By Hendrick Krae-
mer, Professor of the History of Religions, University of Leyden.
Harper & Brothers. 1938. 455 pages, 634X9%. Price, $3.00.

The Christian Faith in a Day of Crisis. By Charles S. Macfarland,
General Secretary Emeritus of the Federal Council. Fleming
H. Revell Co. 1939. 226 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.50.

Among the thirty-two books which Dr. Macfarland selected for re-
view out of more than three hundred volumes as best representing
the trend of religious thought during 1938 is The Christian Message in
a Non-Christian World, which Prof. Kraemer wrote for the guidance of
the World Missionary Conference at Madras in 1938. We quote a few
statements from Dr. Macfarland’s review: “This book is of special value
to American readers, not only on general grounds, but because its
thought is that of a Continental near- or part-Barthian, and is quite
different from the American approach in Rethinking Missions. . . .
What is first needed is a clear consciousness of what the faith of the
Church is. The realism of the Bible and the Christian faith ‘simply
takes seriously the fact that God is God and that, if He is God, His
will is the ground of all that is” Theology should be what its name
implies, ‘a tale about God. . . . We reach the heart of the author’s
discussion in ‘The Attitude towards the Non-Christian Religions.” The
religion of the revelation in Christ revolves around two poles. ‘The
first pole is knowledge of God of a very special kind that upsets all
other conceptions of God or of the Divine’ (The reviewer asks, Why
the term ‘upsets’?) ... If the reviewer understands Barth, or unless
Barth has changed his oft-changing view recently, Professor Kraemer
does not share the Barthian view of natural theology. ... The section
of the volume analyzing and interpreting ‘the non-Christian systems
of life and thought’ is perhaps the best part of it. It leaves little or
no place for the seeming approaches to syncretism in Rethinking Mis-
sions. . . . The missionary approach has changed. The impression that
these religions were adequately approached by taking them as a vast
and decaying section of the spiritual life of mankind, ‘steeped in dark-
ness and error, has turned out to be utterly erroneous’” The con-
cluding paragraph of the digest and review states: “No pastor or
teacher can afford to neglect this volume. It needs to be read with
a certain amount of unconcern for some of the author’s theological
bases. While Professor Kraemer partakes of Barthian positive ways
of putting things, he does not betray the lack of intellectual humility
that characterizes Barth, and the most liberal evangelical thinker will
find relatively little to challenge in the most fundamental positions of
this study, even though it may not measure up to its rather over-
amplified characterization by the Archbishop of York.”
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We will say that no man who is dealing with missions can afford
to neglect this volume. Nowhere else will he find such thorough,
complete, and up-to-date information on the non-Christian religions.
And much of the advice given the missionary is good. The theology
of the book, however, is not good. If is, in the first place, the Cal-
vinistic theology, which is not Christocentric, but theocentric. See the
pertinent statement in Macfarland’s review. And, in the second place,
“the most liberal evangelical thinker will find relatively little to chal-
lenge in the more fundamental positions of this study.” This praise
of the book by the liberal Macfarland condemns it. Dr.Kraemer is
not, indeed, an extreme liberal. He chides “the Liberals, with their
often diluted conception of Christianity,” who “are making the Chinese
the victims of their liberal and generous idealisms” (p.383). Macfarland
critizes him for this, for using the term “upsets.” In a letter to Kraemer
he states: “In your use of the word ‘upsets’ I should say that you
overstate, in other words, that all ‘revelation’ is one whole, even though
we may not see the relationship between the various forms taken by
revelation. There are, of course, differences of degree which are so
great that they become differences in kind. However, I should prefer
to say ‘transcends’ and ‘modifies’ instead of ‘upsets.’” But while Kraemer
will not go with the extreme Liberals, he also refuses to go with the
Fundamentalists. “The guilt of the Fundamentalists is not less great.
From this whole fundamentalist-liberal controversy the Chinese can
hardly get another impression than that Christianity is either a set of
tenets about the Virgin Birth, the infallibility of the Bible, an external
and juridical conception of atonement, etc., or the triumphant rejection
of ‘such myths’” (p.383). No, Kraemer is not an extreme Liberal
(he insists on “the intrinsic inadequacy of man’s religious efforts for
the solution of his crucial religious and moral problems,” p. 308, and
declares: “It is not alone the Eastern mind that is constitutionally
disinclined to accept the Gospel, but the human mind everywhere” p. 56);
but he is a liberal for all that. He speaks of the “sacred oracies” of the
great non-Christian religions, of “their magnificent religious philosophies”
(p. 328 £.), and declares that ‘“the assertion of the Christian claim of
paramount exclusive religious truth is a wrong and utterly inadequate
translation of the apostolic and prophetic nature of the revelation in
Christ” (p.302). Furthermore, he does not believe in the infallibility of
the Bible. “The Old Testament is not immaculate” (p.330). And “the
human mind, in Islam as well as in Christianity or elsewhere, expresses
its desire for a sure guarantee of religious certitude in the clumsy
form of the literal inerrancy of the document in which God’s revelation
is told” (p.218). Worst of all, he presents the doctrine of the atone-
ment in the vaguest and haziest terms. The best he can do is to say
that ‘God revealed Himself in Christ as the holy and loving Travailer
for the redemption and restoration of the world” (p.74). “The Incar-
nation means that God wants, even passionately wants, contact with
man and thus through the act of His revelation shows His belief in
the possibility of contact” (p.131). He is careful to avoid anything that
looks like a “juridical conception of atonement.” We agree with Mac-
farland that the liberal thinkers will find relatively little to challenge
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in the most fundamental positions of Kraemer’s theology. Macfarland
does not agree fully with the Archbishop of York, who says in the
Foreword: “This volume is likely to remain for many years to come
the classical treatment of its theme-—perhaps the central theme for
Christian thought in this age of multiform bewilderment.” Macfarland
says that this is a rather overamplified characterization. Neither do
we agree with this characterization, but for a different reason. It cannot
allay the multiform bewilderment of this age. And if the Christian
message is brought to the Chinese and the others according to the
directions of Professor Kraemer, it will only bewilder them the more.—
We should like to quote one more sentence: “Christianity (Ya Chiao)
is one of the five religions of China, and according to the testimony
of well-informed men it is the best-hated and the best-liked religion
of the five” (p.378). Is that the result of the preaching of the Liberal
or of the Gospel-missionary?

Dr. Macfarland’s review of Dr.Kraemer’s book sufficiently indicates
the spirit of his own book. But a few additional remarks will not be
amiss. We read on page 29: “Every American minister should read at
least one book of such theologians as Barth, Brunner, Kierkegaard,
Berdyaev, Heim, Maritain, and others, as well as — and perhaps, to some
extent, in place of —the better-known Niebuhr, Fosdick, and Brown.”
Most of the books surveyed and endorsed by Macfarland were written
by Liberals, radical and less radical Liberals, and contain mostly
philosophic speculations. They cannot tell us what “the Christian
faith” is. In the review of R.Niebuhr’s Beyond Tragedy we read:
“Resting upon Paul’s description of the ministers of the Gospel, ‘as
deceivers, yet true,” we are told that ‘what is true in the Christian
religion can be expressed only in symbols which contain a certain
degree of provisional and superficial deception.’ Christianity has trans-
muted primitive religions and artistic myths and symbols without fully
rationalizing them. The creation, the fall of man, the incarnation, the
final Judgment, cannot be fully rationalized. We are ‘deceivers, yet
true,, when we proclaim the coming Kingdom. The Tower of Babel
myth reveals the truth, etc. . . . In God’s punishment of the builders
of the tower by confounding their language ‘we have another mythical
profundity which is not literal truth and yet is profoundly true’” (p. 80).
Let Hugh Vernon White tell us what “the Christian faith” is. We quote
from the review of his book A Working Faith for the World: “White
seeks to justify ‘liberal Christianity’ as ‘the true Christian faith.’ . . .
Christianity will have its opportunity, but it must be a Christianity
freed from . .. Lutheran otherworldliness. . . . It must translate God’s
will into terms of personal and social morality, and its faith will be
‘firmly grounded on a metaphysic of Christian theism’ and ‘an ethic
of Christian lore.” . . . ‘The principle of Christianity is that of an
ethical religion or of a religious morality’” (p.112ff.). It is the old
story: Rationalism, Modernism, finds the essence of Christianity in
moralism. And Macfarland thinks well of this: “In this volume we
have a good primer for perplexed Christians.”

Reviewing the book of a lone conservative (H.Sasse, Here We
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Stand), Macfarland writes: “The reviewer has given enough of its
contents so that the reader hardly needs to have attention called to
the seeming absence from it of intellectual humility. . . . But, perhaps
happily, there are many Lutheran leaders in Europe who do not find as
many irreconcilables as Sasse does as between Lutheran and other in-
tellectual understandings of the Gospel” (p.37f.). “How far Professor
Sasse represents German Lutheran thought at the moment it would be
hard to estimate. If he does to any appreciable degree, we would seem to
be back in Marburg with Luther and Zwingli, leaving the World Con-
ference on Faith and Order at an impasse” (p.203). Yes, Sasse and
some other Lutherans have not progressed beyond Marburg.
Tu. ENGELDER
The Bible and Things to Come. By David Freeman, Th. M., pastor, New
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, Pa. Introduction by
Prof. J. Murray, Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadel-
phia, Pa. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich.
139 pages, 5% X7%. Price, $1.00.

Pastor Freeman presents in this volume nine fairly brief discourses
on the ever popular and important subject of Biblical eschatology under
the following headings: “The Second Coming of Christ and Salvation,”
“When will Christ Come?” “The Signs of Christ’s Coming,” “The Jews,
Their Conversion and Their Land,” “The Man of Sin,” “Will There Be
a Millennium?” “After Death — What?” “The Day of Judgment,” “The
Final State.” A faithful student of Dr.Machen, the writer champions
his famous teacher’s amillennialistic doctrine, refuting the chiliastic
views very strikingly. With regard to the “conversion of the Jews” he
declares that, while their recovery or salvation will be racial or national,
“not all Jews will be saved when Christ comes.” Had the apostle meant
this, “he would have to be understood as teaching that all the Gentiles
are to be saved.” But “any idea of a universal salvation is foreign to
the teaching of the Bible” (p.69). However, the Jews as a nation will
be saved “only in the way in which they are converted now” (p.77).
‘In other places the author makes it clear that only the elect in Israel
will be brought in, and that before Christ’s coming. While he admits
the cogency of many of the arguments declaring the Papacy to be the
Antichrist, he denies that the Pope is the “son of perdition,” though
his reasoning at this point is extremely weak, and he completes this
discussion with a hazy conjecture. Rejecting millennialism in its dual
forms of “pre” and “post,” he writes: “One thing is certain — the Book
of Revelation and the rest of the Bible do not teach that the saints
will come back to this earth to engage in battle or to reign upon an
earthly throne” (p.103). On the whole, it is the conservative Presby-
terian theology of Charles Hodge which the reader finds represented
in this in many respects helpful book. In the Preface, Pastor Freeman
says: “Underlying each discourse is the acceptance of the Bible as the
inspired and inerrant Word of God.” Since the topic of the “last things”
is at this time much under consideration and in controversy, it may be
well for our pastors to treat it in sermonic lectures as does the author,
whose addresses may be studied with profit. J. THEODORE MUELLER
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Reune For{dungen und Terte zur Gefd)idite der dentfdien Bibel. Herausdge-
geben in Gemeinfdhaft mit Surt BVedey und Cridh Jimmermann von Hand
Bollmer. Mit 4 Bildtafeln und 4 Jnitialen. 1939, Ufademifhe Ber=
lag3gejelljhaft Wthenaion, Potsbam. T6 und 237 Seiten 634 X9%.
Preis: RM. 24.

Dieg ift nun fdhon ber neunte BVand bdiefed epodiemadyenden Werfed auf dbem
Gebiet der deutfhen Bibelfor{dung, und e8 foll bon bornherein betont twerden,
baf dem Herausgeber alle chtung gebithrt filr bie Uusbauer, mit der er die fih
geftedten Biele verfolgt. Dad in diefen neun Binben gefammelte Naterial ift
bon {older Widtigleit und von foldhem Wert, daf fein Forfder auf dem Gebiet
ber deutfdien Bibel ded Mittelalters e8 fih verfagen darf, die gebotenen bdrude
und Raddrude ju Rate ju ziehen. Jn dem vorliegenden Banbde treten und jivei
newe mittelalterliche {iberfefernamen entgegen, ndmlih Johann Bifdoff, bder
Wiener Piinorit und Hofprediger, bdeflen Wemerfungen sum deutjhen ,Eban=
geltarium® abgedrudt find, und Nifolaus Straub, ber Notar in Halle war, bon
bem Dbie fogenannte RLeipziger Handdrift eined Ebangeliums Yerrithrt, Der
Hamburger Pjalter in scrinio 142, ber juerft geboten ivird, enthilt die Pialmen
1—71, 6 und 73, 2—76,20. Der itberfeper folgt det BVulgata und bietet mande
Hirvten, die ernftiihe Spradhffudien benstigen. Die Vemerfungen und Unmer=
fungen des Herausgebers jind fiir den intelligenten Gebraud) der liberfepung faft
unentbehrlig. Der jlveite Teil degd BVanbesd bietet ,Dat nyge Teftament tho
bube”, bdad heifst, die dltefte nieberdeutfdhe {ibertragung bed Qutherfden Teuen
Feftaments (September 1522) vou einem unbefannten Verfaffer tm Drud ber
sanonymen Homburg-Drudereir (Prefle der Kefer), Hamburg 1523. Luthers
gange Yorrede ift in bder ilberfefung mit aufgenommen, und ber Heraudgeber
biefes Teils, Kurt Bedey, oirft mit feinen vielen Wnmerfungen immer wieber
Qidht auf jdwierige Stellen. Biele der Luther{den Uberfejung eigentitmliden
Shradivenbungen find in bdiefer plattdeutfdhen libertragung beibehalten, wie
Bectey immer twieder szeigt, und es jeigt fih aud) hier, dak jebe itberfesung ber
Bibel jugleid) aud) eregetifchen Wert Hhat. — Jn einem Beiheft diefes mneuen
Bandbes bietet D. Hand Vollmer ,Legenden aus deutfhen Hiftorienbibeln bes
Mittelalters, bie sum FTeil auf apofryphifden, jum Teil auf pfeudepigraphifhen
(inie 3.B. The Archko Volume) beruben. Der Band reiht fih feinen Vo=
gingern ipiirbig an unbd fei hiermit allen Bibelforidern auf bad entfdjiedenite
anempfobhlen. P. G Kregmanmn

Adolf Shlatter und Wilhelm Littgert zum Gedidtnid, Bon Paul Althaus,
@erhard Kittel und Hermann Strathmann. Berlag €. Berteldmann,
Gittersloh. 1938. 55 Seiten 5348, Preis, fartoniert: RIL 1.50.

Dasd Sdhrifttum von Profeifor D. A, Shiatter., Jufammengeftellt von Pfarrer
Rudolf Bresger. 89 Seiten. Preis, fartoniert: RM. 2.50.

Am 19. Mai lesten Jahres ift D. WUbolf Sdhlatter, langjdhriger Profefior der
Theologie in Tiibingen, im hohen Witer bon 85 Jahren geftorben, und dag Gr-
fdyeinen der beiden pbengenannten Sdriften legt e8 nafhe, nod) ettwad iiber biefen
Theologen, der in die Gefdhidite der Theologie der leiten flinfsig Jahre gehivrt,
etwad 3u fagen. Beide SHhriften {ind erjdienen ols Hefte in dben ,Weitrdgen sjur
Forderung driftlidher Theologie”, die von Sdhlatter und dbem belannten neutefta-
mentlichen Segifographen Hermann Cremer begritnbet worben find, feft tm bier-
sigften Jahrgang ftehen unb eine Meihe bebeutfamer und ivertvboller theologifdher
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Monographien gebradyt Haben, von denen aucd) eine WUnzahl in bdiefer Beitidrijt
und in der fritheren ,Rehre und Wehre’ angeseigt worden find. Jeht werben
biefe ,Beitrige” Yerausgegeben von Prof. D. Paul Althaus in Grlangen. Sdhlat=
ter toar ein eigenartiger Gelehrier, und alg idh eine Vorlefung von ihm in Berlin,
o er bamals Profeffor der Theologie an ber Univerfitit wwar, befudbte, war er
dburdhausd nidt ein befonbers anziehenber Dogent, und man mupte fih an feinen
ftart {diveizerijden Dialeft erft getwbhnen. Gr Hat audy feine eigene Sdule ge=
gritnbet, und dod) hat er weitgehenden Ginfluf in engeren und iveiteren Kreifen
ausgeiibt. Er gehdrte nidht ber (utherifhen Kivdhe an, fondern tvar und blieb
reformiert, woie ja die gange befanunte Familie Shlatter su diefer Kirdhe gehirte,
Aud) in feiner Theologie war er eigenartig und durdaus nidht orthodor. Sein
Wert ,Hilfe in Bibelnot”, jo mandes Gute und Schivne e3 audy enthdlt, Hilft
nidht aus der Not, tweil er bie gange, bolle Infpitation der Sdrift in Wbrebe
ftellt und Jretiimer in ber Sdrift ftatuiert, und feine Yerjdhnungslehre greift
bas $Hery beg EYhriftentums an, da fie das ,fitr und” nidht voll und gany anerfennt.
Gt bat jedbod) in feinen LWerlen, die fich faft itber Dad ganze Gebiet der Theologie
mit Yudnahme der praftifhen Theologie erfireden, befonders auf egegetifhem und
biftorijthem @ebiete, Vebeutenbes geleiftet, das bon bemen, die su priifen bers
jteben, mit Nuen gebraudyt werben famn. Gt Hat feldbft die Ge{dhichte feines
Qebens in einem inteveflanten fleinen Budy, ,Erlebted”, iederum gans in feiner
eigenartigen LWeife, befdhrieben. Dabei toat er gar nidht darauf bedadyt, Ehre und
Anfehen 3u erlangen, und for{dhte und arbeitete unermiiblic) weiter, unbefitm=
mert davum, ob die theologifdhe Welt auf feine SHriften adhtete oder nidht. A3
fein flinfunbfiebsigfter Geburtstaq gefeiert rwurbe, evzdhite er von einem Kollegen,
per ihn einmal fo darafterifiert Habe: ,Schlatter, ein religibfes Genie, eine
wiffenjdafilide Nullr; er felber filgte danm Hinzu: ,Hier im Saal fit fein
religidfes Genie, jteht aud) feing — perftanden? Religitfes Genie gibt e8 nidht!
Wiffenfdhaftlihe Null — nun, bag wird fih zeigen.” (S. 18) Nadh) dem Ex=
fdheinen be§ erften Teild feiner ,Theologie bed Neuen Teftamentsd” {Hrieb Schlatter
an ben Yerleger: ,Jeht, oo Sie das Ganje fiberfehen, verftehen Sie wohy, warum
ith gang befdheidben und dod) reht froh auf die Darftellung IEfu Hinjehe. €8
ift nicht viel drin, wad nidht in den Gvangelien fteht, und dasd madht midh froh.
Natiiclih hat midh das, was id) fiber die gefdhichtlichen Juftinde ded erfen Jahr:=
hunbderts tweilf, immer begleitet, aber e8 drdngt fidh nidht vor. €3 lag mir nidt
batan, den Gelehrten su fpielen. €5 ift aud) Tein eingiger {dhner Say darim.
€8 bat mid) mandmal der Wunid gefakt, glihend ju {dhreiben, mit padender,
hinveiRenber Stdrfe der Cmpfindbung; aber id) fonnte nicht. €8 war miv fmmer
wieber {o jumute, ald ob ih mid) vorbringen und den HEren mit meiner Bered=
famfeit empfehlen wollte. €8 lag miv einzig daran, deutlich zu fein, fo gqut id
fann, mwahr ju denfen, wie ih’'8 vermag; e8 bdiinft midh, e85 fei dod) etwas vom
Bilde JEfu drin# Jiwei Tatfahen mbgen illuftrieren, ob Sdhlatter eine iwviffen=
fhaftlicge Null war. JFm Jahre 1902 erfdhien feine Studie ,Sprache und Heimat
ded bierten Evangeliften” und wurbde jwanzig Jahre lang in der fogenannten
fritifden Yuslequng des Johannedevangeliums nahesu ignoriert. Nod in ber
Pitte ber zwanziger Jahre hat eimer der prominenteften Lommentare fie nidht
ciner eingigen Griwdhnung fitr wert gebalten. JIm Jahre 1922 {dried aber der
befannte Orforder Profeffor Burney fein BVud) The Aramaic Origin of the
Fourth Gospel unbd er3dblt, wie er erft nad) WUbjhlup diefes Budhes “the highly
important work by Professor A.Schlatter” fennengelernt habe, in dem feine
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Xhefe {hon “in the fullest possible manner” bdurdgefithrt fei und bas
“a marvel of industry and intimate knowledge” be8 paliftinifdhen Quellen=
materiald fei. Prof. Gerhard Kittel, der Herausdgeber ded grofen ,Theologifdhen
Whrterbudhs jum Neuen Teftament”, erzdhlt in Jeiner Gedddhtnidrede auf Sdhlat-
ter, daf ein anberer befannter Gelehrier, der aud) in diefer Beit{hrift {chon dfters
ertwdbhnte Prof. Sir Edivyn Hosfyns in Cambridge, ihn in Tiibingen befudht
habe unb, obiwoh! er viel theologifdhe Qiteratur gelefen Hatte, vbon Shlatter o
gut ivie nihts toufste, weil eben in der einfdhligigen Literatur fein MName eine
verhiltnismiRig geringe Molle Jpielte. Sittel nahm ihn dann mit 3u Shlatter,
und der Einbrud, ben Sir Cbiwhn beim erften BVefud) hatte, war fo tief, bal er
nun allein jeben Tag, tihrend Kittel {elbft in der Univerfitdt bejdhiftist twar,
ben Befud) twiederholte und baf er fich beim Wbfdhied von Tiibingen Jimiliche
Bither SGlatters foufte und mit nad) Gngland nahm. AIB Hosfyns 1937 ftard,
hinterlief er einen faft fertigen Sommentar ded vierten Evangeliums, und das=
jenige Buch, dag fich bei feinem Tod ald bad zerlefenfte auf feinem Schreibtifdh
fand, war Sdlatterd Johannesfommentar. So Idnnten wwir nodh mehr von
Sdlatter und feinen Werfen fagen, wenn e3 der RNaum geftattete. Wir erwihnen
nur nod), daf dad erftgenannte Heft vier Weitrdge enthilt: Althaus: ,Bum Ge=
bidhtnis bder abgerufemen SHerausgeber ber ,Weitvdge Schlatter und Littgerts;
Rittels ,@ebenfreder iiber Shlatter, im Feftiaal der Univerfitit Tiibingen ge=
Yalten; Wlthaus: Sdylatters ,Gabe an die jyftematijdhe Theologie’, und Sirath-
mann {dreidt iiber Wilhelm Liitgert, der ebenfalld ein auf egegetifch=hiftorifchem
Gebiete vielgenannter Theolog der MNeugeit war. Von Shlatters literarifcher
Fitigfeit gevinnt man einen Eindrud ousd dem jweiten Heft, bad 74 Seiten mit
bent Titeln von Sdhlatters Werfen, Artifeln und Predigten fitllt.
Q Fherbringer

Expository Preaching. By R. Ames Montgomery, Professor of Homi-

letics. Fleming H. Revell Company. 90 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.00.

This book can be read in three hours. The first two chapters are
very encouraging. Present conditions in the world are described, and
over against these the Word of Scripture is said to be the only means to
bring about a change for the better. Therefore no topical preaching,
which neglects the Word, but expository preaching, which presents the
Bible in its fulness and in its application to the spiritual needs of man.
“There must be a revival of doctrinal preaching.” “There is the Scrip-
tural doctrine of sin that is greatly neglected in the preaching of today.”
Great preaching, says the author, calls for theological greatness. The in-
creasing emphasis on liturgical values or the participation of the con-
gregation in the service, he says, has developed from a conviction that
such rituals are necessary to meet religious needs. “They would save
the worship hour from the hazard to which poor preaching has too often
subjected it.”

All this has been well said. But even when reading the first chap-
ters, we became somewhat doubtful whether the author, in spite of
some statements which seemed to indicate it, would clearly state and
emphasize the Scriptural doctrine of the vicarious atonement as the
only remedy against sin and as the real content of Scriptural Gospel-
preaching. In chapters III and IV the author attempts to show how
expository preaching should be done. He uses the Gospel according to



960 Book Review — Riteratur

St. Matthew as an example. His outline fails to bring out the real Gospel
content of that New Testament book. That is not a true exposition of
the Bible which does not clearly present that truth for the sake of
which it has been given, to wit, that “Christ hath redeemed us from
the curse of the Law, being made a curse for us,” Gal.3:13.

But if those preachers who preach topical sermons on short texts,
which present hardly any sermon material, preaching platitudes instead
of enriching the Scriptural knowledge of their hearers and supplying all
their spiritual needs, could by the reading of Montgomery’s book be
persuaded to discontinue that practice in favor of real expository preach-
ing, the small purchase price paid for it would be a very good investment.

J.H.C.Frrz
Handbook for Congregational Officers. By Theo. Graebner. 136 pages,
415 x7%. Paper binding. Price, 50 cts.

The Yoke Made Easy. By Alfred Doerffler. 119 pages, 5X7%. Paper
binding. Price, 35 cts. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

Both of these books are well known in our circles and have fully
proved their worth in the experience of many a pastor and parishioner,
so that it will not be necessary to recommend them again to our readers.
Concordia Publishing House has done well in offering these books in
a paper-cover edition and materially reducing the prices. We hope that
this reduction will encourage many congregations to buy a number of
Dr. Graebner’s books and to present a copy to the pastor, to all old
church officers at once, and to all newly elected officers at their induc-
tion. Pastor Doerffler’s book well serves as a gift for the sick and ailing,
the shut-in, the convalescent, in fact, any one that is at times down-
hearted and dejected. The comfort and admonition from God’s own
Word as dispensed in this bock will help to ease the yoke of many a
Christian. Pastor Doerffler’s book is still available in the more sub-
stantial cloth binding, at 75 cts. TH. LAETSCH

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS

In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current mailing-list
correct. The expense of maintaining this list has been materially increased.
Under present regulations we are subject to a “fine’” on all parcels mailed to an
incorrect address, inasmuch as we must pay 2 cents for every notification sent
by the postmaster on a parcel or periodical which is undeliverable because no
forwarding address is available or because there has been a change of address.
This may seem insignificant, but in view of the fact that we have subscribers
getting three or more of our periodicals and considering our large aggregate
subscription list, it may readily be seen that it amounts to quife a sum during
a year; for the postmaster will address a notification to each individual periodical.
Qur subscribers can help us by notifying us—one notification (postal card, costing
only 1 cent) will take care of the addresses for several publications. We shall be
very grateful for your cooperation.

Kindly consult the address label on this paper to ascertain whether your
subscription has expired or will soon expire. “Dec 39" on the label means that
your subscription has expired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly
in order to avoid interruption of service. It takes about two weeks before the
address label can show change of address or acknowledgment of remittance.

‘When paying your subscription, please mention name of publication desired
and exact name and address (both old and new, if change of address is requested).

Concorpra Pusrisuing House, St. Louis, Mo.



