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Book Review — Qiteratur

All books reviewed in this periodical may be procured from or through Con-
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

Das Bud) der Fithrung. Kap, 836—50 des erften Buded Mofe. Fiir Freunbde
und BVerddyter der Bibel ausgelegt von Mag. Helmut Frey. 1939, Ealier
LBereindbudhanblung, Stuttgart, 232 Seiten 534834, Preid: RM. 4.00.

Bezethnend fitr den Jnhalt diefed Budhes, basd auf dad ,Bud) der Anfinge”
besfelben Werfafferd folgt, ift fdon die Wibmung ,Fitr Freunde und Berddhter
ber Bibel ausgelegts. Bejeihnend ift audy die Vermeriung in der Einfithrung
sum Bud), daB der ,Wiberjtand des einft hiftorifdh-tritifd) eingeftellten Verfaffers
an der Madyt der Sdyrift zerbrochen ijt". Der Grunbdgedante ded BVerfaifers, in

Gregefe und Wusfithrung, ergibt fih aus feiner eigenen Darlegung: ,Charaffe-

riftijdh fir ,Da8 Bud) der Fithrung® ift, daf barin — deutlidher vielleidht als in

einem anbern Teil ber Bibel — die Hanbdblung in ithren hiftorijden Linien durd):-
fichtig wird jiir etvige Linien ber ReidhSgotte8politif, bap in den SHidjalen ber
hanbdelnden und leidenden Perfonen urbildhaft die Wege Chriftt und feiner Ge-
meinde und ihr Kampf hervorireten.” (&.10.) €8 will ung {dheinen, dap in be-
sug auf den lefiten Punit die Uniwendbung des BVerfafjers mandmal allegorifie=
vend ift; aber e8 ift trofdem flar, dak bad Bud) dburdhiveg bon dem Stanbdbpunit
eined bibelgldubigen Gelehrien aud gejdhrieben ijt, und swar eined Gelehrien, ber
auf Grund beg rterted feime Gregefe bietet. Feber bjdhnitt totrd mit einer
wirtliden Uberfetung erdfinet, an die fich eine furze Grildrung anfdhlieft. Die

»theologijche Befinnung” bietet dic WUniwendung des BVerfaffers, und Hier Idnnen

oir ihm Biter nidht folgen. Befonbdersd widytig ift die Ubhandlung iiber schiloh in

®en. 49, bad der Berfaffer mit ,ber Rubevolle” iiberjeyt. Er nimmt dabei volf
und gans bie meffianijhe Deutung ber Sielle an. Jeber Vaftor, der fich itber-
haupt noch mit Greaefe befdydftigt, und befonbders jeber, der nod) auf Grund bes

Urtegted intenfive Studien treibt, toitd in biefem Budje eine Fitlle wertvollen

PNatertald finden. P. €. KLregmann

Das erfte Samuelisbud). Bon Hand WUdmuffen. Ehr.-Kaifer=Berlag, Miinden.
174 Seiten 6x9. Preis: RM. 3.70. SKartoniert,

Ysmuffensd Wuslegung bde§ erften Samueliddudys faun unjern Paftoren varm
empfohlen erden, twenn wir audh nidht allen Wusfithrungen des Vecfafferd bei=
ftimmen. fiber die Methobe feiner Wuslequng {Hhreibt der Werfaffer in feinem
Botort die folgenben beherzigendwervten Worte: ,E8 ift eine in der Ehriften-
heit feit alters geiibte Grfenntnis, bie meined Wiflens nie fo Ilar wie in ber
Reformationsseit ausgefprodhen toorden ift, dak die Heilige Sdrift {elbft der
Weg 3u ihr ift; denn fie legt fich felbft aus. Nidht die Vorverftdndnifie, die wir
pon ihr Haben ¥onnen, find entideidbend, fonbern dag ift entjdeidend, ob wir
bereit find, auf die Heilige Srift su hbren und fie su fragen, wad fie und ju
evsihlen Dat und mweldhes Jiel fie wohl damit vperfolgt. Denn darviiber fann ja
nur fie feldbff autbentifd Austunft erteilen. Wug diefem Grunde legt jo viel
baran, bak ber Wortlaut der Sdrift in jeinem einfdltigen BVerftanbe genommen
ird. Die ndd)jten Generationen in der Kirche tverben dabom leben oder dbaran
fterben, ob Prebiger ober Hiver bes Wortes da find, die fih sunddhft einfadh da-
mit gufrieden geben, auf die Sdrift su horens (&.7.)
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Qeiber befolgt der Berfaffer niht immer feinen Grunbdfay, fo twenn er . 84
vou einer wirfliden Miglichleit ded Falled bet IEJu BVerjudung rebet, Wud ift
1 Sam. 14, 36 nidht von einer Einmijdung dbes Priefters bie Rebe. (&, 91.)
Asmuffen hat aud) fein Redyt, bie Weisfagung Samueld, feiner Shiiler und
Sauls mit Raferei zu identifizieren. (&.127.) Er vedbet von einer Madht, ,die
nad) bem Wortlaute beg Tertes femer andern Macht nahe veriwandt fein muf,
die Saul jetveild jur Majerei bringt. (18, 10) Dasd Merfivitrbige ift, daf fie
bier al3 bie Madht erjdeint, welde von Samuel und feinen Genoffen Befiy er=
griffen hat: Samuel iveidjagt (taft) an der Spige einer Prophetenidhar, bie
ebenfo mvie er im Jujtande der Weisfagung (ber Raferei) {fich befindet”. Ju diefer
Auslegung gibt der Wortlaut dem Werfaffer durdous fein Nedht, ebenfoivenig
wie @efeniug-Buhl in feinem Wihrierbud dad Redyt hat, alg jweite Bebeutung
bed Hitpael von RAY, ,rafen, aufsufithren. AIB einsige Belegftelle fithrt Gefeniug
1 Sam. 18,10 an und vergleidht Jer. 29, 26; aber tweder bie Tatfadpe, dbap Saul
weidjagte, 1 Sam. 18, 10, nody baf Propheten und Verriidte auf gleide Stufe ge:
ftellt metden, Jer. 29, 26, beweit, bag weisfagen jemald vafen Heigt. Dah
ber gotilofe Saul iveisfagte, fommt von demfelben Gott, der burd) ben gottlojen
Kaiphad propheseite, und in Jer. 29, 26 ift e8 ein Feind ded von Gott gefandien
Rropheten Jeremias, ber Vropheten und Werviidte jzufommenitellt. Sind etwa
redytidaffene driftliche Prediger unferer Beit Verriidte, Berbummende, bloh tweil
jie bon ben Feinden Ehrijti jo betitelt werben? Und wunbert diefe Jdbentifizte-
rung Usmuffend um {o mehr, ald er gleidh) im nddjten Saly {dhreibt: ,Was Hier
eigentlidh gejchieht, wird nidht ndber gefagt. Der Lefer unferer Tage ahnt e
nidt einmal.”  Wlfo der Wortlaut Ded Terted berediigt nidht 3u diefer Jdenti=
fisgierung. Dod) Halten ung die Miangel des Budhed nidht ab, ¢8 ald wirflid
antegended und in den reidhen Jnbhalt diefes nidht allzuoft behanbdelten Budhed
der Heiligen Shrift einfithrenbed Wert unfern Lefern zu empfehlen.

Th Liatfd
Commentary on St. Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians by Martin Luther.
A new abridged translation by Theodore Graebner, D.D., Professor
of Philosophy and New Testament Interpretation, Concordia Semi-
nary, St.Louis, Mo. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids,
Mich. 282 pages, 51.x8. Price, $1.95.

What evangelical Christian will not rejoice when he hears that
Luther’s Commentary on Galatians is now available in a modern, very
readable version? Since articles dealing with this classic of Luther have
not long ago appeared in the CoNcorpia THEoLOGICAL MoNTHLY, it is not
necessary for us to dwell on the historical circumstances and the in-
fluence of this great work. From the preface we ought to take over
nevertheless these introductory remarks: This epistle was his favorite
among all the Biblical books. In his ‘Table Talks’ the saying is recorded:
‘The Epistle to the Galatians is my epistle. To it I am, as it were, in
wedlock. It is my Katherine” Much later, when a friend of his was
preparing an edition of all his Latin works, he remarked to his home
circle: ‘If I had my way about it, they would republish only those of
my books which have doctrine, my Galatians, for instance.” The lectures
which are preserved in the work herewith submitted to the American
public were delivered in 1531. They were taken down by John Roerer,
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who held something of a deanship at Wittenberg University and who
was one of Luther’s aids in the translation of the Bible. Roerer took
down Luther’s lectures, and this manscript has been preserved to the
present day, in a copy which contains also additions by Veit Dietrich
and by Cruciger, friends of Roerer’s, who with him attended Luther’s
lectures. In other words, these three men took down the lectures which
Luther addressed to his students in the course of Galatians, and Roerer
prepared the manuscript for the printer. A German translation by Justus
Menius appeared in the Wittenberg edition of Luther’s writings, pub-
lished in 1539.”

Scholars are agreed that among the epistles of St. Paul Galatians
holds a very prominent place. In saying this, we, of course, do not wish
to imply that this book is inspired in a higher degree than the other
epistles of the apostle; we merely wish to say that on account of the
topic treated in it and its elaboration the letter is peculiarly important.
St. Paul here defends, in words burning with indignation against false
teachers and at the same time aglow with the deepest love for his
spiritual children that have been misled, the doctrine of justification
by grace through faith, the very doctrine through the triumphant preach-
ing and defense of which Luther inaugurated the reformation of the
Church. Luther’s comments on this work, coming as they do from
a heart which had passed through the severest struggles and had found
peace in the message of St. Paul, are the best human means we have of
taking the student into the very depths of the apostle’s thought and ex-
plaining his message to him.

Luther is not easy to translate. His speech is so individualistic that
one often despairs of being able to give an adequate rendering. A mis-
take which is frequently made is too close adherence to the letter of
the original, with the result that the version is awkward, clumsy, un-
idiomatic in its English, and difficult to understand. Whoever translates
Luther should make up his mind not to be slavighly literal and thus
spoil the book for the reader by a poor English style. The version be-
fore us makes good reading, we are happy to say. The sentences are
short, the English is fluent, and one has no difficulty in apprehending the
meaning. One more word of explanation is necessary. The translation
before us does not give us Luther’s entire commentary, which in the
Weidman edition fills 733 octavo pages. The translator had to make a
selection. He omitted sentences which contained mere repetitions or not
absolutely necessary amplifications, thus greatly reducing the size of the
work and adding to its usefulness for the ordinary reader. The preface
states that Dr. Graebner had the very material assistance of Pastor
Mahler of Geneva, N.Y., in the preparation of this volume. W. ARNDT

Karl Barih’s Idea of Revelation. By P. H. Monsma, Th. B.,, Ph. D.
Somerset Press, Inc., Somerville, N. J. 218 pages, 615 X9%.

In view of the fact that many ministers are now becoming interested
in the study of Barthianism, we suggest to them (especially to beginners)
this fine presentation of the fundamental Barthian concept, viz., that of
revelation. The Barthian idea of revelation is his premise; everything
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else is only corollary. There are in the main three reasons why we
prefer Monsma’s excellent monograph to other works on Barth. In the
first place, it confines itself to one topic but treats that basic and
expansive topic thoroughly. In the second place, Dr.Monsma per-
sonally attended Barth’s Dogmatische Sozietaet during the winter semester
of 1933—1934; besides, he was enabled to study Dr. Istvan Joeroek’s
(Hungarian) biographical sketch of his teacher, containing material
largely obtained at first’ hand from Barth himself, and so he came into
close contact with the famous dialectician. For Dr. Barth the author
shows a strong feeling of personal affection and esteem; his dialectic
theology, however, he severely condemns as at variance with historic
Calvinism. Dr. Monsma himself studied at Calvin College (Grand
Rapids), Michigan University (philosophy), Calvin Seminary (theology),
Princeton Seminary (theology), Bonn University (theology), and Colum-
bia University, where he obtained his Ph.D. in philosophy and Religions-
geschichte. His work is divided into three parts, the first showing the
“origin and development of Barth’s theology (100 pages),” the second,
“Barth’s idea of revelation (64 pages),” and the third, a “résumé and
critique” (28 pages), while the remainder of the book is devoted to the
extensive ‘References” and “Bibliography.” 1In the third place,
Dr. Monsma really tries to make Barth intelligible to the average
readers, employing simple, lucid language and proceeding in short, easy
stages to the climax of his monograph. As a help for beginners it
surpasses anything which so far has been written on Barth in our country.
Barth’s Werdegang via his own father, theologian Fritz Barth (Die
Hauptprobleme des Lebens Jesu, surrendering vital parts of the Christian
faith), Schlatter, Ritschl, Harnack, Herrmann, Kant, Troeltsch, Schweitzer,
Blumhardt, Kutter, Thurneysen, Kierkegaard, Calvin, Luther, supplied
Barth with a number of theological ideas that were hurled at his puzzled
theological reading public in his Roemerbrief and other works. Barth
attracted Conservatives by his pious phrases, borrowed from Luther and
Calvin, charmed the Liberals by his frequent departure from historic
Christian theology, and muystified all by his dialectical modus demon-
strandi. From beginning to end (and today he has lost much of his
popularity in continental Europe) he was a Religionsphilosoph rather
than a theologian, and more and more this modern theologian is com-~
pelled by the logic of his system to go over to the Modernists. Dr. Monsma
shows very clearly that Barth’s idea of revelation is “threatened with
collapse,” indeed, that it fails at every point of application to the
Christian doctrine. J. THEODORE MUELLER

The God whom We Ignore. By John Kennedy. The Macmillan Com-
pany, New York. 260 pages, 5%6X7%. Price, $2.00.

This is another book among the thousands published in our day
which by the use of pious phraseology makes it appear that it is
preaching a religion that is Christian, while in reality it is not. Evi-
dently the old-time creeds, founded upon the Bible as upon the un-
erring Word of God, are not the creeds of the writer of this book.
We take this from his own words. He says:
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“This old-time ‘science,” or cosmogony, can be traced all through the
Bible, is latent in our Psalms, and indeed many of our hymns, and is the
basis on which were framed the old-time creeds. What are we to do
about it? We must simply regard it as the setting into which revelation
had to fit, but not as revelation itself. We do not throw away a rich
jewel as worthless because its setting is old-fashioned. We may either
use it in its old setting or place it in a new setting. That depends very
largely on our temperament. If we are so sophisticated that we cannot
think historically, we may frame new creeds and write new hymns to
express our conviction that God is revealed in Christ, and for some
people that may be a real help. But we cannot rewrite the Bible or
repudiate many of our old-time hymns without throwing away as worth-
less some classical religions jewels.” (Pages 102, 103.)

In the chapter on “The Significance of Jesus” we expect to find, if
anywhere in the book, a clear, clean-cut statement in reference to the
deity of Christ and His real saviorhood in becoming the sinner’s Sub-
stitute. But this is what we found:

“The quality of eternal life is made manifest in Jesus. That quality
is made manifest in the redeeming acts of Jesus. We see His whole life
as an act of redemption, in thought, word, and deed. We see in Him
what seems to us to be an overplus of energy spending itself freely for
the temporal and eternal good of men, but which is for God a manifesta-
tion of His inexhaustible sufficiency. It is in that light we must regard
the miracles of Jesus. The divine spirit is not straitened. God has not
used Himself up in the creation and maintenance of the world. There
is inexhaustible power in the living God, which seeks to pour itself out
in beneficence to man. Jesus forces us to give up our notion of the
universe as a closed system and to feel the power of the living God,
who is above all things and in them and expressing His own nature as
redeeming love in every channel open to His grace. In Jesus we see
the redemptive activity of God. We behold the Father. We break
through phenomena to the God behind the phenomena and find Him
revealed not as Universal Indifference but as Redemptive Love. It is
the life surrendered to the God so revealed and which is energized by
the redemptive spirit that possessed the Man of Nazareth which is the
Christian life and that is life indeed. The Christian life therefore is the
life of union with God, the life of the surrendered will and mind and
heart to the goodness and truth and beauty we find in Jesus.” (Pages
93-95.)

Christ’s work according to Dr.Kennedy was an “overplus of energy
spending itself freely for the temporal and eternal good of men but
which is for God a manifestation of His inexhaustible sufficiency.”
According to the Scriptures “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse
of the Law, being made a curse for us,” Gal. 3:13.

As in the days of Christ, so today we have in the churches “blind
leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall
into the ditch,” Matt. 15:14. Says the Savior: “In vain do they worship
Me, teaching for doctrine the commandments of men,” Matt.15:9.

J.H. C. Frrrz
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Lutherifdhe Kivde Dentidlands — wobhin? Bon H. Kirften, Paftor in Han-
nober. Berlag des Sdyriftenbereind (€. Kldrner), Jwidau, 48 Seiten
5% 9. Preid: Kartoniert, RM. 1.20.

Wir Hhaben Hier eine treffliche Darlequng der Schriftlehre von dem LWefen und
ber Aufgabe der Kirde und eine jdharfe Wbiveijung der falihen Qehre der roma:
nifierenden LQutbheraner, die dag Wefen der Kirdhe aud ber unjidhtbaren Gemein-
fhaft ber Glaubenden in bdie fihtbare Gemeinfdhaft der Befenmenden bverlegen
und weiterhin dle Kirdhe nicht anberd fennen afd8 Wnjtalt, duperen Organidmus,
Wenn nun ,das Wefen ber Kirde aus der unfidhtbaren Gemeinjhaft ber Glau=
benden in die fihtbare Gemeinfhaft der Befennenden verlegt toird, {o ergibt jidh
baraus die Nottvenbdigleit, aud) bie Heudler und Scheindriften, die mali und
improbi, die teilhaben an der externa societas rituum, su mwahren Gliedern ber
Kirdhe 3u erbheben, . . . wenigftens, wie Th. Harnad fidh ausddriidt, 3u paffiven
Gliedern #.  Man judht ,eine unmiglide Situation in der Kirdye, ndmlidh) die
Duldbung offenbaren Unglaubend und offenbarver Gottlofigfeit, dogmatifh und
moralijd) bor fid) {elbft su rechtfertigens. Und wasd die Definttion der Kirdhe ald
#Anftalt” betriffit (Vilmar: , Die RKivdhe ifi nidht eine Gejellfdhait,
nidht ein Haufe glaubiger Menfhen . . ., jonbern die Kivhe ift bon vborn-
hevein ein lebendiger Organidmus, ein aud JInjtituten, Berufen,
drmtern und Stinden gegliederter Organidmus, und jwar iff fie dag von Goft”),
fo vertvechfelt man nidht nur die Wufoabe der Kirche mit dem Wefen der Kirvdhe,
fondern 8 ift aud) dahin gefommen, dap man die Vufgabe der Kirdhe falich auf-
fagt. Dag Sdlagwort ift: nidht Freifivdpe, fondern Wolfstivdhe! Jun
aber ,foll e8 fich bei ber Woltafirdhe wm eine Kirde Hanbeln, die nidht nur an
pag Boll {1dh wenbdet, fondern die dad ganze Volf umfaffen will und bie
8 barum nidht nur mit dem eingeluen Menfden im BVolf, {ondern jugleish auch
irgendmwie mit Dem Bolf ald Gangem ju tun haben wille
Man fagt auf jemer Seite, da ,die Kirde fich nicht befhrinit und befdhranten
fann auf die Befehrung eingelner” (dad iff alfo die Sammlung ber
Glaubigen!), ,joudern die ,Durddringung des Wolfslebend mit den Lebensdiriften
bes Cvangeliumg‘ im Yuge Haben muf. . . . LWenn bdie Kirde nidht in einem
Jenfeits fern in den LWolfen {dhiveben, jonbern ihren Sif im Qeben, ihre Wir:
Tichfeit in biefer Gefdhichte Haben twill, dann mup fie aud) in diefe LWelt und ihre
Gefdichte, in unfer toie in jeded Wolf eingehen und alfo Volfstirde twerdens.
Ahnlide Stimmen hort man jo aud) hier in Wmerifa. Und da twollen vir unsd
bon P, Sirften fagen laffen, daf ,eine {olhe Volfstivde al8 Maffentivdge fich eben
nur vedytfertigen YaBt, jolange man bad8 Wefen bder Kirdhe ald congregatio
sanctorum (®emeinbe ber Heifigen) auddriidlich verleugnet und fie nur anjieht
al3 Anftalt fitr den Glauben und fo fidhtbare und unfidhtbare Kivdhe audeinander=
reifth. — @8 fei nod) darauf Hingewiefen, dak dbie Unjiderheit und BVerworrenheit
in ber Sehre von der Kirdhe zum grofen Teil dabon Yerrithrt, dap man bad
Edriftpringip hat fahren Yaffen und dafiir die Grlebnistheologie eingetaujht hat.
Bilmar: ,Dogmoatif ift derjenige Tetl der Theologie, welder die gbttliden Tat-
fachen ber Gribjung bdes Menfdengefdhlechts bdarjtellt, {o wie diefelben
pon Der dhriftlidhen Rirche exfahren und aufgefahbt werdemn
.. . Die jubjeitive Duelle ber Dogmatif fann nidhts andeved fein ald
bie Erfahrung, die perfonlihe Beteiligung an fenen gbttlidhen Tatfaden.
. .. Die weiteren Erfahrungen, die nod) vor ung liegen, beziehen fidh auf bas
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Wejen ber Kirde und auf bie lepten Dinge, die Esdatologie.” Jft 8 ein
Wunber, baf die Theologen, die dbarauf twarten, daf die ,Erfabrung” Lidt in die
Qehre von der Kirdye bringt, mittlertoeile nidht wiffen, wie fie dran find?
Th Gungelder
Psychiatry, By Jacob D.Mulder, S.B., M.D. 170 pages, 512X8. Eerd-
mans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, $1.50. Order
from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

We are very glad that a book of this nature has been published. The
author describes the twenty-two classes of mental disturbances accord-
ing to the classification adopted by the American Psychiatric Association
and listed in Dr.Fritz’s Pastoral Theology on page 214. He also illus-
trates the more common types of psychoses by “case histories,” in which
the patient’s own words are used whenever possible. He adds, however,
the warning: “Do not try to reach your own conclusions on the basis of
information obtained in this treatise. In any case of what appears to be
mental disturbance a qualified psychiatrist should always be consulted.
The field of psychiatry is large, obscure, and full of difficult problems,
even to the specialist.” The author writes from the Christian viewpoint.
While we do not agree with him in limiting “demonism as the New
Testament speaks of,” “to that age of special miracles,” we rejoiced to
read his frank endorsement of the Scriptural doctrine of total depravity.
“The problem why the mental patient evidences in thought, speech, and
actions, besides the abnormal which could be expected, so much that is
morally wrong, is a dreadful reality daily brought to our attention. The
intelligence in mental disturbance is sick and no longer a safe guide;
but why should the outflow of thought so frequently tend toward evil?
Pride, jealousy, irritability, stubbornness, indolence, cursing, assault, and
even murder are frequently observed. The only explanation is God’s
conclusion in regard to man at the time of the Flood, ‘For the imagination
of man’s heart is evil from his youth,’ Gen. 8:21; or, as a certain modern
philosopher exclaimed, ‘There is no crime so black but what its roots
are found in every human heart.”’” (P.156.) Turo. LAETSCH
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