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Book Review - £itcratur 

All books reviewed in this periodical may be procured from or through Con
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

The Validity of the Gospel Record. By Ernest Findlay Scott, D. D., 
Professor of New Testament Criticism, Union Theological Seminary, 
New York. Charles Scribner's Sons. 1938. 213 pages, 5X7%. 
Price, $2.00. 

This book is of real value to all theologians who desire to inform 
themselves on recent developments and tendencies in the field of higher 
criticism pertaining to the Gospels. Dr. Scott is known as an authority 
on this subject, having held the chair of New Testament criticism at 
Union Seminary, N. Y., for many years. While the author saddens us 
through his rejection of the verbal inspiration and inerrancy of the 
Scriptures, he is opposed to the destructive views of some modern 
investigators who set out to deny the credibility of our gospels. 
He opposes the view that from the very start the teaching of Jesus and 
the report about it were altogether different things (p. 39).. Very 
definitely he informs us that sound scholarship nowadays rejects the 
view that our gospels are based on deliberate deception (p. 91). Engag
ing in acute reasoning, he holds that the genuineness of the gospel 
account is demonstrated by the inclusion of material which at the 
time of writing no longer was intelligible to the readers or did not agree 
with their principles of conduct (p. 104). What he has in mind is 
illustrated by his pointing to the emphasis given in the teaching of Jesus 
to the kingdom of God, an emphasis which, he holds, no longer was 
found in the message of the Church when three decades or so had 
elapsed. Though we cannot agree that what he says about the negligible 
preaching of the Kingdom around 60 A. D. tallies with the facts 
(Cf. Rom. 14: 17), the general argument that traces in the gospels testify 
to the origin in an earlier age of the material presented deserves the 
careful study of apologists. 

The chief value of the book lies in its description and examination 
of the views held by the so-called Formgeschichtliche Schule, which 
arose in Germany after the World War and whose chief exponents are 
Dibelius, Bultmann, and K. L. Schmidt. Men in our country who have 
written on this particular form of criticism are B. S. Easton of the Epis
copal Seminary in New York and F. C. Grant of Union Seminary in the 
same city. The advocates of the position under consideration try to 
go back beyond the time when our gospels were written and to determine 
in what form or forms the material now placed before us in the gospels 
existed and circulated during those early years. It is held that some 
of it had the form of miracle stories, some that of parables, some that 
of proverbial sayings, etc. The whole Christian teaching as it was 
promulgated by the servants of the Church was, so it is assumed, cast 
in definite patterns, and in these it was handed down till the gospel
writers fused what was separate into connected narrative. What an 
extraordinary exercise for one's fancy speculations of this sort afford 
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can be seen without difficulty. From the work before us we obtain 
information on the position of those who take this view of the situation 
obtaining before and at the time of the composition of our gospels. 
Dr. Scott deplores that the tendency manifesting itself in this criticism 
is to throw doubt on the reliability of our gospels. He thinks that 
"form criticism" has some foundation in fact, but he wishes to see it 
remain sane and mindful of its limitations. Whatever is true in these 
theories he believes confirms rather than weakens the credibility of 
the records given us by the evangelists. The work will then be helpful 
to those who have to defend the sacred accounts, even though they 
refuse to share the wrong views on the character of the Bible for which 
Dr. Scott and Union Seminary are known. W. ARNDT 

.Bunt !BcrftiinbniB bet f\Jnoptifdjen <lidjatologie. lmatfu6 13 nen nutet· 
fudjt lion tytiebridj !Bufd). ~euteftament1ief)e ijorfef)unlJen, ~etaugge\leben 
bon ~tof. D. Dtto 5ef)mit. miette ffiei~e: ~ ban IJ eli u m s p to. 
b I e m e. metiag bon ~. !Bettegmann, ®Uterlllo~. 1938. 157 5eiten 
6X8%. ~teis, tartoniert: M.5. 

~ine IJete~tte, IJrUnblief)e \/lrbeit. S\)an fie eln wid)tigell st~ema be~anbelt, 

leurT)tet fofort etn, ift boef) illlatfus 13, bie eM)atologifd)e ffiebe ~~fu ent~aHenn, 
feit etlna ~unbert ~a~ren eins bet am metften etottetten ~apite( bes ~euen 

steftameng. ~inerfcits witb man beim £efen mit strauer etfiillt, niimHd) ange. 
fief)ts aU bet wunbetlief)en, betwinenDen unn betwinten 5pefulationen, bie net 
fto13e unb boef) fo blinbe illlenfd)engeift Ubet illladus 13 erfonnen unb enb 
widelt ~at. S\)er merfaffer ~at fief) mit ber ein[d)Higigen £iteratur betiraut ge~ 

mad)t unb aitied f(elnig !Bouffet, !!BeU~aufen, .\;)arnad, 8a~n, 5d)weiter uf\u., ufw. 
\/lnbmrfeitll witb butd) ben eben erwa~nten Umftanb bem lut~etifef)en st~eo!ogen 
\/lmerifas, ber in etwas bie ®ebanfengange ber ietigen neuteftamentlief)en ~o~eten 
.Rritif fennenlernen miief)te, ~ier eine ®elegen~eit geboten, einigermanen aUf biefem 
®ebiet fief) iU orientimn. \/lUerbings ift etwail !Befanntfd)aft mit ben ~been, 
bie bit triti[ef)e neuteftamentlief)e ijorfd)ung in ben (etten S\)e3ennien be~errfd)t 

~aben, botausgefett. 
S\)er merfaffer will illlarfus 13 in [einen .\;)auptgebanfen erUaten. ~n 

[elnem !Bud) rnbet fid) biel ~in3elebege[e, wenn aud) nief)t in erfd)iipfenbem !mane. 
\/In ben mobernen .Rtitifern ~at er bie! 3U tabeln, unb mit grouem ffied)t. S\)er 
\/lusbrucf "illlcnfd)en[o~n" witb mit S\)an.7 in 8ufammcn~an\l IJebrad)t, unb 
Uber~aupt finben fid) barUber [e~r bead)tenswerte Hingm \/lusfU~tUngen. !!Bas 
befonbetil betont wirb, ift, bali ~~fu !!Botte gleid)fam im 5d)atten feines 
.Rreuaell gefprod)en finb unb bali ber d)riftlid)en ®emeinbe ebenfallll strUbfal ber" 
ftinbigt witb. ~s witb mand) treffHd)ell, ben stebt witUid) etiiiuternbes !!Bort 
gefptod)en. S\)er merfaffer ift fonferbatib gerief)tet. ~t fagt am 5d)luli (5.157): 
"mielleid)t ift es fo, bali bie ,fird)Hd)e' ~begefe trot i~res ort~oboben, bogma. 
tifd)en ije~lanfa\jeg ~aufig ben ~iftotifd)en statbeftanben na~et fam a{g biele 
fogenannte ~i[torifd)e metfudJe, fofern bie firef)lid)e S\)ogmatif nid)t nte~r 3U fagen 
fud)te alS bas, was i~r bie \/lpoftel gegeben ~atten." S\)od) ~at er bie 1I0tt~ObOb 

berfteinerte merbalinfpitationllle~rell (5.1) beifeitegefd)oben unb fd)enft bie!en 
mermutungen unb st~eotien unglaubiger .Rritifet \/lnedennung. !!Bie gan3 
anbers wUrbe [eine ®ele~rfamfeit widen, wenn er wie £ut~er, [~emnit unb 
anbere fid) gan3 aUf bas !!Bort [tellte unb aUen \/lusfagen ber ungliiubigen 
.Rritifer 3um stro\j bie ewige !!Ba~t~eit bet \/lugfprUd)e ~~fu bet1eibigte! 

!In. ~h n b t 
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Cornerstones of Faith. By J. M. Stanfield. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 227 pages, 5%X8. Price, $1.50. 

The book contains the testimony of a Christian layman of the 
orthodox Methodist faith against modern rationalism. Practically all 
the loci of Christian dogmatics are here presented with introductory 
explanations and the necessary Scripture-passages to support them. 
On the means or grace, the millennium, and other subjects the writer 
offers the views of traditional Methodism. His expositions on regenera
tion and sanctification are in part indistinct and inadequate and again 
downright unscriptural. But we must say that in other articles of the 
Christian faith, his witness is so clear and distinctively Biblical that the 
reader is made to rejoice at his emphatic confession of the truth. To him 
the Bible is "an infallible message from God to mankind, as if God 
Himself had written it." "Christ is true God," and His "suffering and 
death was redemptive, a ransom, the death of Christ instead of the 
sinner, and atonement a reconciliation." "The Bible is the only source 
of truth, because it is given by divine inspiration, and all beliefs con
trary to the Bible are damnable or destructive to life and happiness, 
as stated by Peter, 2 Pet. 2: 1. It certainly matters what we believe." 
"Evolution is an utterly false and unreasonable, even silly, theory and 
has brought on us an appalling unbelief and disregard for the divine 
inspiration and authority of the Bible. We quote these statements to 
show the writer's emphasis on Christian truth against unbelief, especially 
on the central truths of sin a:nd grace. J. THEODORE MUELLER 

'Die illemeinbe ~ ~.~ fed}tung. mon ~bmunb 6cf)iinl. 
\l.lteis: RM .. 80. - SJie Cfinfl1U unb bie SHrdje. mon &'dems Illsmuifen. 
\l.lteis: RlVI .. 80. - ~ie ~h:d)c in £utf)eriJ lJ(uiJ{egung beiJ illlaulieni3. 
mon ~buatlJ ~9urm\)ien. \l.lteis: RM .. 50. &'defte bet 6d)tiftemcil)c 
"~!)eo1ogifd)e ~&iftenJ ljcute". !:\:ljr.".ffaifet"met1ag, WlUnd)en. 

'iDas erfte &'deft entljii1t cine fd)iine Untettoeifung Ubet ben Untetfd)ieb bon 
@cfet nnb ~bangelium, ltJie bet (,);ljtift biefe Untetfd)eibung in bet Illnfed)tung 
madjen mUD, untetfud)t ben 6inn bet fed)ften \8Ute 1mb bc!)anbclt, in einem 
bcfonbeten Illbfd)nitt bas mingen ~afobll mit @ott, 1 :mof. 32, 23-32. ,,'iDas 
!illefen bet Illnfed)tung ift ball @egenUbet bon ~bangelium unb @efct. . .. ~utljet 

~at red)t, toenn et bie ljiid)fte teuflifdje Illnfed)tung getabe in ben fo fofgericf)tigen 
t!)eolo\Ji[d)en @ebanfengiingen etbHdte, bie bet ~C1lfer bem 6Unbet borbucf)ftaliiert, 
anfangcnb beim Wlenfd)en: ,'iDu !)aft gefUnbigt - @ott 3Umt ben 6Unbern -
alfo bet3toeif[e!' obet anfangenb Iiei @ott: ,@ott ljajit bie 6Unbet - bu btft ein 
6iinbet - alfo !)aflt @ott aucl) bid).''' (mgL ~utget, 6t.~. Illullg. 22, 816.) -
Wland)e Illusfiigtungen unb ~lusbtiide goren fid) fonbetbat an, fo 3. \8.: ,,'iDer 
60gn, in bem (\lott mater jld) offenonrt, :;S~fus (,);!)tiftus, lltebigt @efet unb 
~bangenum, ia i ft alS @ottes !illort 3ugfeld) @efet unb ~bangelium, benn er ift 
nidjt nut fUt uns, ionbcrn aucf) Durel) uns geftotben." (6.21.) 'iDas toito 
teilltJeife 3Ured)tgefteUt burel) Illusingen luie bicfe: ,,'iDie !illaffe in unfmt &'danb 
iit nut bas bUtte, nacHe !illort ber 6d)tift, unfete .fftaft nut bas atme, niebtige 
6aftament. fI (6. 29.) 

'iDall 3ltJeite &'deft Metet mandjes mid)tige, mandjell mede!)tte. !illit lefen oa 
in be3U(l aUf bie fitd)lid)en .Riimllfe: ff~n jebem fird)lid)en Sl'amllfe (liot ell biele 
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lReutrale. Untet i~nen finb foldje, bie neutral finb au~ !jlrinail>j mit benen 
Ivitb man nid)g madjen tonnen.· lilleiter: .3)er cine jne~t bie Sd)ladjttei~e, 

um fid) in bet ®emeinbearflcit 3U berftiedjen. 3)er anbere toenbet eiu, es mUflten 
nun aHe Sitafte fUr ben Slump! fret gemadjt toetben. !Beibe ~altungen toerben 
ben fitcl)licl)en (2;rforberniffen nicl)t geredjt. (g mUfl erreicl)t toerben, nafl heines, 
bet ~umvf unb bie ftetige ~ltbeit bet ®emeinne, .\';)anb in .\';)anb ge~t. . .. ~n 

ber !llefotmationsaroeit mullte ber fiimpfenbe S3ut~er balb Bur lBifttation [cf)reiten, 
um bon unten ~er 2U oauen." .150 rdatilliert bie G:infalt bie .R'tiege bet .R'ircf)e, 
@3ie fann £5 crtragen, bafl mitten in ber ,ffiu~e' bes Sllufliaus bie B'anfare bes 
.Rriegs crtllnt." @3cl)lielllielj: .lillas tuiire falfd)er, als borfcl)neU aus ber 5tatfad)e 
gcmeill[amer ~lot eine fircf)fiel)e (2;in~eit fonftruieren 3U looUen?" 3)en ~uSfU~~ 
tungen tiber "ben @3a~ ber Slluguftana, bafl sur red)ten (2;inl)eit ber .R'ttdje bet 
consensus de doctrina evangelli genUge", {onnen tuit niel)t beiftimmen. I/£;)Hf, 
®ott, ItJa~ ift aus biefcm Salle aUes gcmadjt tuorben 1! lillie biele lila!e tuutbe 
er [0 gelc[en, a{g laute er, 3ur (2;inf)cit bet .I1'il:dje gef)ore bie G:in~eit bet 
5tl)eologie! .. , !Balb fuel)t tonfeffionaliftifel)e Saftamentst~eologie, bie - bot~ 

fiel)tig ausgebtticft - nut mit gto\Jtet lilU!)e if)re @3d)riftgemii\Jf)clt nadjl1leifen 
fann, ~iet bie ffied)tfertigung ber mrd)mlpa!tung j balb tuir'o aull einem be~ 

ftimmtm lBerftiinbnis 'oer Sd)eibung geiltliel)er bon toeltlidjet ®el1lalt ein Sd)ib~ 
bolet~, obfd)on bieg lBetftiin'onig niel)t o'oer taum in bet 53age ift, fid) bon bet 
!Bot[djaft bom SlrCU3 ~er alS not\vmbig 3U ertueilen." (15.19.) - lillie ift ber 
@3all (15.20) 3U berftelJen: "SDa lann unter ben 5tf)eo{ogen bet 5l'am~f loben um 
bie[e unb jcne jJrage, bie bet ®emein'oe ftemb ift, fo ball fie fid) etft lanofam ill 
fte I)ineinlebCl1 mufl"7 SDie 5tl)co(ogm ~abm bod) fein ffied)t, liver 3)inge aU 
ftreiten, bie bie mrcl)e niel)ts angel)en. ~s fd)eint abet, bafl Il1.smufim bail ffiecl)te 
im @3inn flat. crt [el)lie\lt 1)ier mit bem @3a1Je: .3)azu ftnb ia Ic!)lie\llic!) bie 
5tlJeoIO\lCl1 ba, ball fie es bet ®emeinbe fagen, tues!)alb gera'oe {)iet bet \lanae 
<Einfat getoagt luctben mull," 91ut foU er bamit crrnft macl)en. lillir mitffen bet 
®emdnbe flarmad)cn, baB in 'ocr @3aframent§frage bet gan,e (l;infat geltlagt 
tuerbcn mUfl. 150 aud), tuenn ein S3e!)rftrcit gefti~rt tuirb tibet bie ~nfpitation -
lBerbalinfpiration ober bloll .~nfpitatioll" - ober gegen bm @3t)netg(gmusj bas 
ift tein nu1Jlofes 5tl)eologengeaiinf. SDie 5t~eologen ljaben bie ®emeinbe batUbet 
3U untettiel)ten, unb bie el)tiftlid)e crinfalt medt balb, ball tS fidj I)iet um bie 
doctrina evangelii ljanbelt. 

~n ber Sel)tift .3)ie .Rirdje in S3utlJers Slluslegung bes ®lauliens", bie 
mliebetgabe bon lBorlefungen am ,t':;,fummi[d)en @3eminar in ®enf, betfte~t 

srfJurnel:Jfen 53utljer ricl)tig info fern, al5 er "an bet S3utl)eriel)en Sllus[egung bes 
ctften ~lttifers nad)tueift, roie fe!)t gcrabe bie l!:rfenntnts unb bcr ®laube bes 
erften ~lrtifc!s nut bort i1)irfliel) unb mogliel) ift, tuo an ~<Efus ~9tiltus geglauut 
tuitbl/ (I~ln3eige bes 5l.lerfccers); fo auel) @3eHe 7. ll1.udj info fern, a15 er bei bet 
Slluslegung Des ,lnetJen Il1.rtilels fagt: II~~tiftus etoffnet nicl)t einen ~to3efl in 
bet ®e[el)iel)te, bcr tDeiterge~t uub bcffen letter @3inn bie lBergiittlicl)ung Des lJJ1en~ 

fcl)en iviite - tuir Denfm an bie gan,e m l:J ft i [dj e 5t tab i t ion, DenIen 
audj an bie 5tl)eologie @3el)leicrmacl)ers, in bet lettridj Diefe ml:Jftiiel)c 5trabition 
nod) dnma! cine ffiepriftinution erfal)ren ~at -; benn bann tutire ~l)tiftug nut 
bet erfte ~unft einer S3inie, aUf bet fte~enb tuit bas lilled unferer (2;rlo[ung im 
le~ten ®runbe in unfett eigene .\';)anb ne~men fiinnten.1/ Unb Iietreffil be~ btUten 
SllttUers: II ,lRidjt aus eigenet lBernunft nodj .R'raft', fagt S3ut~er, tomm idj 3um 
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\Blauoen. ~ud) ber ®Iauoe 1ft nid)t unfer m5ed. i)as 6ubjeft ,menfd)' unb 
bas ~rabifat ,g1auben' - luie foUten bie 3uelnanber gc~iiten? SIlber ber S';)eilige 
®eilt, bag ift fein \fier!, fUgt fie 3ufammen. . .. \5:g ftegt nicl)t jo, afg oli 
~gtiftus fein \fierf angefangcn ~iitte aUf (5;rben, unb nun antlnotten wir W1en, 
fd)en barauf mit unferm cigenen !ffierfe, 1mb fo ginge bas \fieri (\;~tifti weiter." 
SIlber et rebet nld)t im \5inne \3utl)Cts, wenn et fagt: ,,\fiort ®ottes unb ~<I'jus 

(\;~tiftus ift ein unb hasfelbe. :Das \fiort, mit bem ®ott rUft, ift tein anbctes 
als ::\<I'jus (\;gtiftus, wie es oe,eugt ijt in bet .i;)eiligen \5d)tift, unb luie es ®olt 
burd) feinen ®eift immer neu !ebenbig werDen Hiilt." i)as \fiort ®oltes ift bie 
.i;)eHige \5d)tift, unb bas !ffiort bet \5d)rift ift Immer Iebenbig. tjerner: S3utger 
luil! "nld)! fagen: mit iuiberfii!)tt bie lBerufung, unb gleid)3eitig luiberfagrt fi~ 

bieTen anbern, ber gau3cu (l;l)rijtengeit, fonDern: bie gun3e ~gtijtenlJeit ift oe, 
rufen, unb barum unb bamit bin id) aud) berufen. (,g ift freilid) \0: i)ic ~itd)e 
(\;gtijtl befte!)! nur in ben ein3clnen, bie glauoenj abet inbem ignen bas wiber' 
fagtt, c);i\timn fie ag ~itd)e, t rag t fie b i e ~ i r el) e." S3ut~er 91itte aud) 
nicl)t biejen eel)t reformietten 6a1l unterfcf)tieben: "i)em \fiorte \Bottes berttaUen, 
bas nite ®ebot lJeHig gatten, ba§ ijt barum aUes, tuas bon ilJr [bet ~itd)e] 

geforbert with./I ::t I). (\' n gel b e r 

.Bengen. lBilber aus ber ®cfdJid)te her mt(~e. mon ~ar1,.i;)ein3 ~e~et. (\;gt., 
.ITaifer,merlag, !JJIUncl)en. 125 \5eiten. ~rcis: RM.1.90. 

Bloeet biefes IBUcf)!eins ift, bet :;'Iugmb lBilbet aug bet .r.ircf)enoejcl)icf)te bet 
lellten <l00 :;Sagre \Jorzufiil)rcn. 'tlem ,(lIved' lUitll es unter un,] Ino!)1 nur nod) 
in [rHenen tjiiUen bimen {onnen. 'tlod) lonnte es bem ~aftor obet S3elJrcr oli 
moctriigen \Jot Den mereinen bet @cmeinlle Inertbolfe i)ienfte {dlten. S)er mel" 
fnITer fUIFt [eine s:!cfct mit bem .It'utfiitftrn ~ol)ann tjtlebtid) bon \5ac~jcn in 
bie ®efiingniS3eUc, roo cr, ootuo!)! mit oem st:obe bebto~t, be~art1icl) bie Untet' 
3eiel)nung bes :;snterims berilleigert. i)ann [olgen brei lBilber aus ber .i;)ugenob 
ten,eit: 'tlie tjluc!)t bes Heinen st:l;eobor IllgtijJjJu b'SIlubigne unb 3luci 61enen 
ans ber merfo!gung bet m5albenfer in ber Scit bet· @egenrefotmation Itnb fel)lieil' 
liel) 3lDei lBilbet aus ber ®egenwart: i)ie baltiicf)en !JJliirttjrer bOll ffiiga unb 
i)orjJat. 'tlie jJadenb unb Tebenbig eqiif)1ten @ejd)id)tm finb niel)t bon gleid)em 
\fiertj ell lauft aud) mand)ma! cHuag ~gantafie mit untet; l10rt alle oimen alll 
etnbcucr§\JoUe !JJlal)nungen Bum lBefenntng biS in ben ::tob. ::t lJ e o. S''J 0 I) e r 

Proceedings of the First Convention of the Southeastern District held 
at Conover, N. C., July 24---28, 1939. Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 52 pages, 5%X8%. Price, 19 cts. 

Proceedings of .Hon of the Eastern District, held 
at Buffalo, N. Y., June 26-30, 1939. 86 pages. Price, 23 cts. 

Proceedings of the 'JI'.lel1lty-Thhdi Convention of the Texas District, 
assembled at Houston, Tex., April 19--24, 1939. 91 pages. Price, 
14 cts. 

Proceedings of Convention of the Michigan District, 
held at Saginaw, Mich., June 26-30, 1939. 129 pages. Price, 18 cts. 

Proceedings of the Eighteenth Convention of the English District, held 
at River Forest, m., June 20--23, 1939. 107 pages. Price, 23 cts. 
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Proceedings of the Thirty-Fourth Convention of the California and 
Nevada District, assembled at Oakland, Calif., June 26--30, 1939. 
20 pages. Price, 23 cts. 

It is a real pleasure to call the attention of our readers to the six 
synodical reports listed above. In keeping with the centennial year, 
they speak of the glorious heritage bequeathed to us by our forefathers 
and exhort us to remain loyal and faithful to our Lord and God. 
On the occasion of the first convention of the newly organized South
eastern District, Dr. L. B. Buchheimer very appropriately pointed out 
that the foundation on which the founders of our Synod stood four
square and on which we must stand in order to be loyal to the God of 
our fathers is the infallible Word of God, the Bible, the only source, 
rule, norm, and judge of all teaching. The report also offers a very 
interesting history of the formation of the Southeastern District.
At the convention of the Eastern District, Vice-President H. Harms spoke 
on "The Implications of Synodical Membership," and Pastor Ed. Engelbert 
urged the duty of the Christian congregation to let the Word of God 
dwell in it richly in all wisdom. - Dr. J. H. C. Fritz admonished the Texas 
District to remain loyal to, and diligently study, our Lutheran Con
fessions, based as they are throughout on Holy Scripture, and to refuse 
to enter into fellowship with any congregation or church-body that 
will not accept these confessions as the norm for its doctrine and 
practice. - Pastor H. B. Fehner bas'ed his essay, delivered at the con
vention of the Michigan District, on Theses VIII, IX, and X of Dr. Wal
ther's The Church and the Ministry and pointed out that the ministry 
is the highest office in the Church but that this high office does not 
give the pastor the right to dominate over the congregation. - In the 
English District Pastor R. Jesse stressed the duty of every pastor and 
every layman to bear witness to Jesus. Rev. H. C. Kleiner, in a thoroughly 
practical manner, showed the technique of personal evangelism. - The 
Proceedings of the California and Nevada District contain only the reports 
of the various boards and commissions and furnish a survey of the 
past two years' work done in the District. 

We urge our readers to buy and study this splendid array of reports. 
For about a dollar they may obtain a postgraduate course on the dignity 
of the ministry and its duty together with the laity to make the preaching 
and the spreading of God's Word and Luther's doctrine pure the chief 
aim of their lives. THEo. LAETscH 

New Testament History. By W. Arndt. Concordia Publishing House, 
St. Louis, Mo. 102 pages, 5X7¥Z. Price, 25 cts.; dozen copies, $2.40. 

Test Sheets for New Testament History. By W.Arndt. 81f2Xl1. Price, 
10 cts.; dozen sets, 96 cts. 

Instructors Guide. By W. O. Kraeft. 81hxll. Price, $1.00; dozen 
copies, $9.60. Postage extra on all items. 

This is another text-book in the Concordia Teacher-training Series, 
gotten out under the supervision of the Concordia Teacher-training 
Committee. One marvels at the amount of information given in this 
booklet and at the sane judgment of the author in stressing what is 
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important, in briefly noting what is interesting, and in rejecting what 
is manifestly wrong. We regard this one of the finest and most practical 
booklets of the series and are sure that it will prove a blessing to many 
teachers in our schools and Sunday-schools as far as their personal 
spiritual life and their proficiency in teaching their classes is concerned. 

THEo. LAETSCH 
Why Was I Not Told? By E. W. Marquardt, M. D . Concordia Publishing 

House, St. Louis, Mo. 107 pages, 5X7Jfz. Price, 75 cts. 

This book is written from the Christian viewpoint and gives valuable 
infonnation on the problems of adolescent youth. It may be safely 
placed into the hands of our young people and of all parents who need 
guidance in instructing their children on the questions of sex. We believe 
that at times the outlook of the author is too optimistic, as when he says 
on page 7: "There seems to me to be a better understanding among 
people everywhere than ever before. I believe there has never been 
as there is today such a desire for groups of citizens to work har
moniously with all other groups of citizens. People are beginning to 
adjust themselves for cooperative unity." But this naturally does not 
detract from the value of the book. THEO. LAETSCH 

"Ye Fathers." Christian Home Training and the Christian School. By 
A. C. Stellhorn. 31 pages. 

The Position of the Lutheran School. By A. C. Stellhorn. 14 pages. 

The Sunday-School and the Home. By A. C. Mueller. 15 pages. Con
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 5 cts. each. 

Three tracts that should be widely used in selling our schools and 
Sunday-schools to our people. That is the chief purpose of the second, 
while the first and third begin by stressing the most important fact that 
Christian education of children is the God-imposed duty of parents and 
should therefore begin in the home; that, while they should be glad to 
accept the assistance offered by school and Sunday-school, yet the re
sponsibility remains theirs, and both of these institutions must receive 
the cooperation of the home if they are to bring their full measure of 
blessing to the child. THEo. HOYER 

~111erifanifdJet Sfalenbet flit beutfdJe ~ut~etanet auf baB ~a~t 1940. mtt, 
rarifcl)er lRebafteur: D.~.:t. 9.J1iHler. 6tatiftifd)er lRebafteur: P. 6 . 
9J1iclJaeI. 

Lutheran Annual, 1940. Literary Editor: Dr. J. T. Mueller; Statistical 
Editor: Rev. S. Michael. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 
Mo. 194 pages each. Price, 15 cts. 

Just now they arrived, these old, well-known harbingers of the 
approaching new year. Neither the size nor the price indicates the 
amount of work that has gone between the covers of this indispensable 
vademecum for Synodical Conference Lutherans. After the customary 
calendar pages there are 21 pages of reading-matter, then 131 pages of 
addresses in small print. Hurrying to get this announcement into this 
number of the C. T. M ., I haven't read the text; but a rapid glance at it 
gives the assurance that this, too, is of the old accustomed type and 
caliber. THEO. HOYER 
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Ronforbia=S)au!3anbaditen. ~b.'Xlut~. mbreillfalenbet fUr bas ~a~t 1940 mit 
mnbac!)ten unb lBibeUeftionen fUr jeben %ag. S';)etausgegebcn bon bet ~b.' 
Xlut~. <blJnobe bon lBtafllien. ,8u be3ie~en born Concordia Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo. ~teis: 60 lrtS. netto pottoftei. 

'!lies ift bet .R'alenbet unfetet lBtUber in lBrafllien, betabfaflt bon ~aftoten 

<bUbametHas (mtgentinien unb lBrafllien) untet Xleitung ~rof.~. 6cl)e1ps unb 
P . S';)ans irieblets unb in lBrafllien gebtucft. ~t bietd fUt jcben %ag im ~a~r 
e1n lBlatt mit mngabe einer lBibeHeftion 3um Xlcfen unb bet G:tfHitung dnet 
anbetn, fiitlmn 6c!)riftfteUe. '!lie mnbac!)ten born 1. ~anuat biS Bum 3. muguft 
entlJalten cine fottlaufenbe ~r!1atung bet mpoftelgcfcl)icl)te j bann folgen mnbacl)ten 
Ubet ben britten mttiiel unb bas btitte, uierte, fUnfte unb fecl)fte S';)auptftucf bes 
.R'atccl)i5mus. '!lie ffiUcftoanb bes .R'alenbets bietet ein fcl)iines lBHb bet @uaita, 
jtromfcl)neUen im ~atana.flu\l. - '!let .R'alenbet jei aUen, bie futie mnbac!)ten in 
beutjcl)et 6ptacl)e toUnjcl)en, l)etllicl) empfolJlen. % l) e o. S';) 0 IJ e t 

Increasing Church-School Attendance. By Albert H . Gage, D. D. Zon-
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 130 pages, 5l/4x7%. 
Price, $1.00. 

This book has grown out of the practical experience of a Baptist 
pastor who has, as he puts it, "considered himself pastor of the whole 
church, including the church-school, thereby giving close personal 
attention to the work of the school." As a director of religious education 
for the Baptist churches of Chicago he had the opportunity to visit many 
schools and observe their methods of work. The very first sentence 
of the first chapter is worth quoting: "I am interested in my church
school because I have discovered that I can build my Church quicker 
and better through the church-school than in any other way." (P.ll.) 
Dr. Gage offers valuable advice on discovering the leaks and stopping 
them, finding the weak places and strengthening them, a definite cam
paign for increasing attendance, improving the school so as to hold the 
increased attendance, winning for Christ, and building the school into 
the church. While the suggestions offered by the author naturally vary 
as to their practical value in our circles, the pastor or superintendent of 
the Sunday-school will do well to procure a copy of this book. He will 
find that one or the other of the suggestions may be used or adapted for 
use in his own day- and Sunday-school. THEo. LAETSCH 

BOOKS RECEIVED 

From the Abingdon Press, New York, Cincinnati, Chicago: 
Trails for Climbing Youth. By Louis C. Wright. 123 pages, 5Xn~. 

Price, $1.00. 

From Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich.: 
Fundamentals of Zoology. By Wm. J. Tinkle, Ph. D. 492 pages, 

5%X8%. Price, $3.00. 

The Wcdd's Saturday Night, and Gthel' Sermons. By William 
Edward Biederwolf, D. D., LL. D. 167 pages, 5%X73J4. Price, $1.00. 

The Whole Armor of God. By Albert Hughes. 137 pages, 5VzX7%. 
Price, $1.00. 

Events of the Last Days. By J. E. Finney. 161 pages, 51f4X73/4. 
Price, $1.00. 


