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Book Review — Qiteratur

All beoks reviewed in this periodical may be procured from or through Con-
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo,

The Validity of the Gospel Record. By Ernest Findlay Scott, D.D.,
Professor of New Testament Criticism, Union Theological Seminary,
New York. Charles Scribner’s Sons. 1938. 213 pages, 5X73%4.
Price, $2.00.

This book is of real value to all theologians who desire to inform
themselves on recent developments and tendencies in the field of higher
criticism pertaining to the Gospels. Dr.Scott is known as an authority
on this subject, having held the chair of New Testament criticism at
Union Seminary, N.Y., for many years. While the author saddens us
through his rejection of the verbal inspiration and inerrancy of the
Scriptures, he is opposed to the destructive views of some modern
investigators who set out to deny the credibility of our gospels.
He opposes the view that from the very start the teaching of Jesus and
the report about it were altogether different things (p. 39).. Very
definitely he informs us that sound scholarship nowadays rejects the
view that our gospels are based on deliberate deception (p.91). Engag-
ing in acute reasoning, he holds that the genuineness of the gospel
account is demonstrated by the inclusion of material which at the
time of writing no longer was intelligible to the readers or did not agree
with their principles of conduct (p.104). What he has in mind is
illustrated by his pointing to the emphasis given in the teaching of Jesus
to the kingdom of God, an emphasis which, he holds, no longer was
found in the message of the Church when three decades or so had
elapsed. Though we cannot agree that what he says about the negligible
preaching of the Kingdom around 60 A.D. tallies with the facts
(Cf. Rom. 14:17), the general argument that iraces in the gospels testify
to the origin in an earlier age of the material presented deserves the
careful study of apologists.

The chief value of the bock lies in its description and examination
of the views held by the so-called Formgeschichtliche Schule, which
arose in Germany after the World War and whose chief exponents are
Dibelius, Bultmann, and K.L.Schmidt. Men in our country who have
written on this particular form of criticism are B.S. Easton of the Epis-
copal Seminary in New York and F.C.Grant of Union Seminary in the
same city. The advocates of the position under consideration try to
go back beyond the time when our gospels were written and to determine
in what form or forms the material now placed before us in the gospels
existed and circulated during those early years. It is held that some
of it had the form of miracle stories, some that of parables, some that
of proverbial sayings, etc. The whole Christian teaching as it was
promulgated by the servants of the Church was, so it is assumed, cast
in definite patterns, and in these it was handed down till the gospel-
writers fused what was separate into connected narrative. What an
extraordinary exercise for one’s fancy speculations of this sort afford
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can be seen without difficulty. From the work before us we obtain
information on the position of those who take this view of the situation
obtaining before and at the time of the composition of our gospels.
Dr. Scott deplores that the tendency manifesting itself in this criticism
is to throw doubt on the reliability of our gospels. He thinks that
“form criticism” has some foundation in fact, but he wishes to see it
remain sane and mindful of its limitations. Whatever is true in these
theories he hbelieves confirms rather than weakens the credibility of
the records given us by the evangelists. The work will then be helpful
to those who have to defend the sacred accounts, even though they
refuse to share the wrong views on the character of the Bible for which
Dr. Scoti and Union Seminary are known. W. ArNDT

Bunt Verftandnis der fynoptijden E3datologic. Piarviud 13 nen untes-
judyt von Friedridy Bufd), Neuteftamentliche For{dyungen, Herausgegeben
von Prof. D. Ctto Sdymif.  Vierte Reihe: Cvangeliumspros=
bleme. DBerlag von €. BVerteldmann, Gittersloh. 1938. 157 Seiten
6X8Y,. Preis, fartoniert: M. 5.

Gine gelehrte, gritndlidje Wrbeit. Daf fie ein widtiges Thema behanbelt,
feudjtet fofort ein, ift dod) Mariug 13, die eshatologifhe Nede JIEfu enthaltend,
feit etipa hunbert Jabhren eind Dder am meiften erdrterten fapitel bed Neuen
Teftaments. Cinerfeitd wird man beim Lefen mit Trauer erfitllt, ndmlid) ange=
fihtd all ber wunberlidhen, verivirrenden und verwicvrien Spefulationen, die Der
ftolze und dodh fo blinde TMenjdengeift itber Marfus 13 erfonnen und ent-
toidelt hat. Der Lerfaffer hat {ih mit der einjdhldgigen Literatur vertraut ge-
madyt und zitiert fleigig Boufjet, Wellhaufen, Harnad, Bahn, Shweiger ujiv., ujto.
Anbererfcits wirb durd) den eben erwihnten Umftand dem lutherifhen Theologen
Nmerifas, der in ettvad die Gedanlengdinge der jefigen neuteffamentliden Hoheren
RKritif fennenlernen modyte, hier eine Gelegenbeit geboten, einigermapen auf diefem
@ebiet fih ju orvientieren. Ullerdings ift ettvad Wefanntfhaft mit ben JFbeen,
bie die fritijdje neuteffamentlidhe For{dung in den lehten Dejennien beherridt
haben, vorausgefest.

Der WVerfaffer will Martud 13 in feinen Hauptgedanien erfliven. [n
feinem Budy finbet fich biel Cingzelegegefe, wenn aud) nidht in exfdspfendem Mafe.
Wn den modernen Kritifern Hat er viel zu tabeln, und mit grofem Redht. Der
NAusprud ,Menjdenjohn? twird mit Dan. 7 in Jujaommenhang gebradht, und
fiberhaupt finden {fih dariiber jehr beadhtenSwerte lingere Wusfithrungen. TWas
befonbers betont toird, ift, dah JCEfu LWorte gleihjom im Sdatten {eines
Kreuzed geiprodhen find und baf der driftlihen Gemeinde ebenfalls Triibjal ver=
fitndigt toird. €8 twird mand) treffliches, den Tept wirflich) erlduterndes Wort
gefprodhen. Der Verfajfer ift fonferbativ geridhtet. Gt fogt am SPhlup (S. 157):
+Bielleiht ift e8 {o, dap bie ,fivdhliche’ Cregefe trof ibhred orthodboren, dogma-
tifden Fehlanjayed Hdufig ben bhiftorifhen Tatbeftinben ndber fam al8 biele
fogenannte biftorijdie Verjudpe, fofern bie firdlidhe Dogmatit niht mehr ju jagen
judhte al8 das, wad ihr die Wpoftel gegeben hatten.” Do) hat ev die ,orthobor
perfteinerte Werbalinfpirationslehres (S.1) beijeitegejdhoben und jdhentt bvielen
Vermutungen und Theorvien ungldubiger RKritifer WUnerfennung. Wie ganj
anberd toiirbe feine Gelehriamleit tvirfen, wenn er ivie Quther, €hemniy unbd
anbere fid) gang auf dag Wort ftellte und allen Wusjagen ber ungliubigen
RKritifer jum Trog die etvige Wabrheit ber WUusipriidhe IEju verteidigte!

W, Arubdt



Book Review — Siteratur 75

Cornerstones ef Faith. By J. M. Stanfield. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 227 pages, 5% %8. Price, $1.50.

The book contains the testimony of a Christian layman of the
orthodox Methodist faith against modern rationalism. Practically all
the loci of Christian dogmatics are here presented with introductory
explanations and the necessary Scripture-passages to support them.
On the means of grace, the millennium, and other subjects the writer
offers the views of traditional Methodism. His expositions on regenera-
tion and sanctification are in part indistinet and inadequate and again
downright unscriptural. But we must say that in other articles of the
Christian faith, his witness is so clear and distinctively Biblical that the
reader is made to rejoice at his emphatic confession of the truth. To him
the Bible is “an infallible message from God to mankind, as if God
Himself had written it.” “Christ is true God,” and His “suffering and
death was redemptive, a ransom, the death of Christ instead of the
sinner, and atonement a reconciliation.” “The Bible is the only source
of truth, because it is given by divine inspiration, and all beliefs con-
trary to the Bible are damnable or destructive to life and happiness,
as stated by Peter, 2Pet.2:1. It certainly matters what we believe.”
“Evolution is an utterly false and unreasonable, even silly, theory and
has brought on us an appalling unbelief and disregard for the divine
inspiration and authority of the Bible.” We quote these statements to
show the writer’s emphasis on Christian truth against unbelief, especially
on the central truths of sin and grace. J. THEODORE MUELLER

Dle Gemeinbe JEfn Chrifti und die UAnfedtung. BVon CEdmund SGlint.
Preid: RM..80. — Die Cinfalt und die Kirde. Lon Hans Wsmuffen.
Preig: RM..80. — Die Rivde in Luihers Nuslegung des Glaubens,
Bon Gduard Thurnepfen. Preis: RM. .50. DHefte ber Sdjriftenceihe
«Zheologijdje Grifteny heuter. Ghr.-Kaifer-Verlag, Miindhen.

Dag erfte Heft enthdlt eine {dhone Unteriveijung itber den Unterfdiied von
Gefely und Cvangelium, twie der Ehrift biefe Mnterjdeidbung in ber Unfedhtung
madhen mup, unterfucht den Sinn ber fedhften Bitte und behandelt, in cinem
befonberen Ab{hnitt dag Ringen Jafobs mit Gott, 1Mof. 32, 23—32. ,Das
Wefen der Anfedhtung ift bag Gegeniiber von Coangelium und Gefe. . . . Quther
hat vedit, wenn er die hidhjte teuflijhe Unfedytung gerade in den jo jolgeridhtigen
theologifdhen Gedanfengingen erblidte, bie der Teufel bem Siinber vorbudyjtabiert,
anfangend beim Menjden: ,Du bhaft gejitndigt — Gott jilent ben Slinbern —
alfo perjmeifle!* ober anfangend bei Gott: ,Gott Hhaht dbie Siinder — du bift ein
Slinder — alip hakt Gott audy didh.c# (Vol. Quther, &St. Q. Wusg. 22, 816.) —
Mandye Wusfithrungen und Wusbriide horen fih jonderbar an, fo 3. B.: ,Der
Sobhn, in dem Gott BVater fidh) offenbart, JIEjus Ehriftus, predigt Gefel unbd
Goangelium, ja 1§t als Gotted Wort jugleid) Gefes und Evangelium, dbenn er ift
nidht nur flic ung, jondern aud) durd) und geftorben.” (&.21.) Dad wird
teilweife suredtgeftellt durd) Wusfagen wie diefe: ,Die Waffe in unferer Hanbd
it nur bad diirre, nadte Wort ber Sdhrift, unfere Kraft nur bad arme, niebdrige
Saframent.” (&.29.)

Das ziweite Heft bietet manches Ridiige, mandes Verfehrie. Wit lefen da
in bejug auf bie Hrdligen Kimpfe: ,JIn jedem Tirdliden KLampfe gibt e5 viele
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Meutrale. Unter ihnen find folde, die meutral find aus Brinzip; mit denen
wird man nihtd madhen Ionnen. Weiter: ,Der eine flieht die Sdhladtreibe,
um fidh in der Gemeindearbeit ju verfriedhen. Der anbere wenbet ein, e3 milhten
nun alle Srifte filr den Kampf frei gemadht toerben. Beide Haltungen iverden
ben tirdhlidien Crforderniffen nidht gevedht. €8 mup erveiht tverben, dak beibes,
per SLampf und die ftetige Wrbeit ber Gemeindbe, Hand in Hand geht. . . . Jn
ber Jteformationdarbeit mufite der fampfende Quther bald jur Bifitation {dreiten,
um pon unten her ju bauen.” ,So velativiert die Einfalt die Kriege der Kirvche.
Sie fann 5 ertragen, daf mitten in bder ,Rube’ be§ Aufbausd bdie Fanfare des
RKriegd ertont.” Sdlieplich: Wasd wire falfdher, als vorjdnell aus der Fatfadhe
gemeinfamer Mot eine firdhlide Ginbeit fonftruieren zu toollen?r Den Ausfiih-
tungen liber ,den Saf der Wuguftana, dap jur rvedhten Cinbeit der Kirdhe ber
consensus de doctrina evangelii geniige”, finnen vir nidht beiftimmen. ,Hiff,
®ott, toad ift aus dicfem Safe alles gemadyt worden?! Wie biele Male wurbde
et fo gelefen, al3 laute er, jur Ginbeit der Kivdhe gehdre die Einbeit ber
Theologie! . . . Bald {udht fonfeifionaliftifhe Saframentstheologie, die — vor=
fihtig ausgebritdt — nur mit gripter Miihe ihre Sdriftgemdipheit nadyveifen
fann, bier die Mehtfertigung der RKirdhenfpaltung; bald wird aud einem be=
frimmten Berftindnis der Scheidung geiftlidier von toeltlicher Gewalt ein Schib=
boleth, objdjon dies Berftindnisd nidt ober foum in der Qage ift, fih von Dder
Botfhaft vom Kreus her ald notwendig ju erweifen.s (S.19.) — Wie ift der
Sa (&.20) 3u verftehen: ,Da fann unter den Theologen der Kampf toben um
biefe und jene {Frage, die der Gemeinbe fremd ift, fo dak fie fid) exft langjam in
fie hineinleben mup“? Die Theologen Laben dodh fein Recht, iiber Dinge 3u
ftreiten, die bie Kirche nidhts angehen. G35 jheint aber, bak WUBmuijjen das Redyte
im Sinn bat. Er {dhliet hier mit dem Safe: ,Dagu find ja {Ghliehlichy die
Theologen da, baf fie e ber Gemeinbe fagen, wedhalb gerave YHier ber ganse
Cinfafy getwagt werden muB.” Nur {oll er bamit Crnft maden. Wir milffen der
Gemeinde Harmaden, daB in der Saframentsfrage dber ganze Einfaf gelvagt
terden muf. So aud), wenn ein Lehritreit gefiihrt wird iiber dbie Yn{piration —
Lerbalinfpivation ober blo .Jnipiration” — oder gegen den Synergidmus; dad
ijt fein nuglofes Theologengezdnt, Die Theologen haben bie Gemeinde daritber
su untervidyten, unb bie dyrijtliche Ginfalt mertt bald, dah e3 fich hier um bie
doctrina evangelii hanbelt.

JIn der Sghrift Die RKivde in Qutherds WUudlegung bed Glaubenss, bie
Wiedergabe von Borlejungen am Ofumenijden Seminar in Genf, verfieht
Thurneyfen Luther vidhtig infofern, al8 er ,an bder LQutherfhen Wuslegung bdes
erften Wrtifeld nadyiveit, tvie fehr gerabe die Crienntnid und der Glaube bes
erften Wrtifeld nur dort wirtlid) und miglid) ift, wo an JEjud Chriftud geglaudbt
ird* (Anzeige ded Verlegers); o aud) Seite 7. Wuch infofern, ald er bei ber
Auglegung bed zweiten Wctifeld jagt: ,Chriftus erbfjnet nidt einen Prozep in
ver Gefdyidite, Dev tweitergeht und deflen legter Sinn die Bergittlihung bed Men=
fdyen mwdre — tvir benfen an die gange myftifdhe Tradbition, bdenfen
aud) an bie Theologie Schleiermachers, in der letlich diefe myjtifhe Tradition
nody einmal eine Repriftination erfahren hat —; denn bann twdre Ehrijtud nur
ber erfte Punft einer Linie, auf der ftehend wir dad Weri unferer Erldjung im
legten Grunbe in unfere eigene Hand nehmen Ionnten.” Und beireffs ded dritten
Artitels: , Nidt aud eigener BVernunft nod) Lraft’, fagt Quiher, fomm idh jum
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Glauben. ud) der Gloube ift nidht unfer Wer!. Das Subjelt ,Men{d* und
bag Pridifat ,glauben’ — mwie jollten bie jueinanber gehoren? Wber ber Heilige
Geift, dad ift fein Werf, filgt fie jufommen. . . . €8 fteht nidht fo, al8 ob
Ehriftus fein Wert angefangen hdtte auf Erden, und nun antivorten jvir Men=
fhen bavauf mit unferm eigenen LWerfe, und fo ginge dad Wert Chrifti weiter.”
Aber er vedbet nidt im Sinne Quthers, wenn er fagt: ,Wort Gottes und JEjus
Chrijtus ijt ein und dbasfelbe. Das Wort, mit dem Gott ruft, ift fein anberes
al8 JYCfus Chriftus, wie e bejeugt ift in ber Heiligen SHrift, und wie e8 Gott
burdy feinen Geift immer neu lebendig tverden likt.r Dag Wort Gottes ift bie
SHeilige Sdhrift, unb bad Wort ber Sdrift ift immer lebendig. Ferner: LQuther
will ,nidht jagen: Mir widerfihrt bie BVerufung, und gleidizeitiq widerfdahrt fie
bielen andern, der gangen Ghriftenheit, fondern: bdie gange Chriftenbeit ift be=
tufen, und barum unb bamit bin i aud) berufen. (€8 ift freilidh jo: Die Kivche
@hrifti befteht nur in ben eingelnen, die glauben; aber inbem ifhnen dad wider:
fahrt, eriftieven fie al8 Kivdye, trdgt fie die Kivdes SQuther hitte aud
nidt diefen edit reformierten Saf unterjchrieben: ,Dem Worte Gottes vertrauen,
bagd erfte ®ebot heilig halten, dad ift dbarum alled, twad von ihr [der Kirde]
geforbert toirb.” Th Engelber

Bengen, Bilder aud der Gefdidte ber Kirde. BVon Harl-Heing Weyer. Ehr.-
Kaifer-BVerlag, Mitndjen. 125 Seiten. Preid: RM. 1.90.

Boed biefes Bitdhleingd ift, der Jugend Bilder aus der Hirdhengejdichte der
leften 400 Jahre vorjufiihren. Dem Jlved ivird e8 unter und wohl nur nod
in feltenen Fdllen dienen Innen. Dod) Thunte ¢ dem Paftor ober Lehrer zu
Bortrdgen vor ben Beveinen der Gemeinde twertvolle Dienfte leiften. Der BVer=
faffer fithrt jeine Lejer mit dem Kurfiirften Johann Friedrid) von Sadyfen in
bie Gefingnisselle, wo er, obivohl mit dem Tobe bedroht, beharelid) bie Unter=
seichnung bed Jnterims bertveigert. Dann folgen brei Bilder aud der Hugenot:
tengett: Die Fludht ded fleinen Theodor Wgrippa v'Wubigné und jwei Sizenen
aud ber Berfolgung der LWalbenfer in der Jeit ber Gegenreformation und fdhliek=
lic) 3toei BWilder ausd der Gegentwart: Die baltijdlen Wdrthrer von MNiga unbd
Dorpat. Die padend und lebenbig erzdfhliten Gejdyidhten find nidht von gleichem
LWert; o8 liuft aud) mandmal ettvad Phantafie mii unter; aber alle dienen als
einbrudsvolle Mahnungen jum Betenntnid bid in ben Tod. T heo. Hoyer

Proceedings of the First Convention of the Scutheastern District held
at Conover, N.C,, July 24—28, 1939. Concordia Publishing House,
St. Louis, Mo. 52 pages, 5% x83%. Price, 19 cts.

Proceedings of the Sixty-First Convention of the Eastern District, held
at Buffalo, N.Y., June 26—30, 1939. 86 pages. Price, 23 cts.

Proceedings of the Twenty-Third Ceonvention of the Texas District,
assembled at Houston, Tex., April 19—24, 1939. 91 pages. Price,
14 cts.

Proceedings of the Sixty-Fourth Convention of the Michigan District,
held at Saginaw, Mich., June 26—30, 1939. 129 pages. Price, 18 cts.

Proceedings of the Eighteenth Convention of the English District, held
at River Forest, Ill., June 20—23, 1939. 107 pages. Price, 23 cts.
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Proceedings of the Thirty-Fourth Convention of the California and
Nevada District, assembled at Oakland, Calif., June 26—30, 1939.
20 pages. Price, 23 cts.

It is a real pleasure to call the attention of our readers to the six
synodical reports listed above. In keeping with the centennial year,
they speak of the glorious heritage bequeathed to us by our forefathers
and exhort us to remain loyal and faithful to our Lord and God.
On the occasion of the first convention of the newly organized South-
eastern District, Dr.L.B. Buchheimer very appropriately pointed out
that the foundation on which the founders of our Synod stood four-
square and on which we must stand in order to be loyal to the God of
our fathers is the infallible Word of God, the Bible, the only source,
rule, norm, and judge of all teaching. The report also offers a very
interesting history of the formation of the Southeastern District. —
At the convention of the Eastern District, Vice-President H. Harms spoke
on “The Implications of Synodical Membership,” and Pastor Ed. Engelbert
urged the duty of the Christian congregation to let the Word of God
dwell in it richly in all wisdom.— Dr. J. H. C. Fritz admonished the Texas
District to remain loyal to, and diligently study, our Lutheran Con-
fessions, based as they are throughout on Holy Scripture, and to refuse
to enter into fellowship with any congregation or church-body that
will not accept these confessions as the norm for its doctrine and
practice.— Pastor H.B.Fehner based his essay, delivered at the con-
vention of the Michigan District, on Theses VIII, IX, and X of Dr. Wal-
ther’s The Church and the Ministry and pointed out that the ministry
is the highest office in the Church but that this high office does not
give the pastor the right to dominate over the congregation.—In the
English District Pastor R.Jesse stressed the duty of every pastor and
every layman to bear witness to Jesus. Rev. H. C. Kleiner, in a thoroughly
practical manner, showed the technique of personal evangelism.— The
Proceedings of the California and Nevada District contain only the reports
of the various boards and commissions and furnish a survey of the
past two years’ work done in the District.

We urge our readers to buy and study this splendid array of reports.
For about a dollar they may obtain a postgraduate course on the dignity
of the ministry and its duty together with the laity to make the preaching
and the spreading of God’s Word and Luther’s doctrine pure the chief
aim of their lives. THEO. LAETSCH

New Testament History. By W.Arndt. Concordia Publishing House,
St. Louis, Mo. 102 pages, 5X7%. Price, 25 cts.; dozen copies, $2.40.

Test Sheets for New Testament Histoxy. By W.Arndt. 8l4x11. Price,
10 cts.; dozen sets, 96 cts.

Instructors Guide. By W. O. Kraeft. 8% x11, Price, $1.00; dozen
copies, $9.60. Postage extra on all items.

This is another text-book in the Concordia Teacher-training Series,
gotten out under the supervision of the Concordia Teacher-training
Committee. One marvels at the amount of information given in this
booklet and at the sane judgment of the author in stressing what is
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important, in briefly noting what is interesting, and in rejecting what
is manifestly wrong. We regard this one of the finest and most practical
booklets of the series and are sure that it will prove a blessing to many
teachers in our schools and Sunday-schools as far as their personal
spiritual life and their proficiency in teaching their classes is concerned.
TrEO. LAETSCH
Why Was I Not Teld? By E. W.Marquardt, M. D. Concordia Publishing
House, St.Louis, Mo. 107 pages, 5X7%. Price, 75 cts.

This book is written from the Christian viewpoint and gives valuable
information on the problems of adolescent youth. It may be safely
placed into the hands of our young people and of all parents who need
guidance in instructing their children on the questions of sex. We believe
that at times the outlook of the author is too optimistic, as when he says
on page 7: “There seems to me to be a better understanding among
people everywhere than ever before. I believe there has never been
as there is today such a desire for groups of citizens to work har-
moniously with all other groups of citizens. People are beginning to
adjust themselves for cooperative unity.” But this naturally does not
detract from the value of the book. THEO. LAETSCH

“Ye Fathers.” Christian Home Training and the Christian School. By
A. C. Stellhorn. 31 pages.

The Position of the Lutheran School. By A. C. Stellhorn. 14 pages.

The Sunday-School and the Home. By A. C. Mueller. 15 pages. Con-
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price, 5 cts. each.

Three tracts that should be widely used in selling our schools and
Sunday-schools to our people. That is the chief purpose of the second,
while the first and third begin by stressing the most important fact that
Christian education of children is the God-imposed duty of parents and
should therefore begin in the home; that, while they should be glad to
accept the assistance offered by school and Sunday-school, yet the re-
sponsibility remains theirs, and both of these institutions must receive
the cooperation of the home if they are to bring their full measure of
blessing to the child. THEO. HOYER

Ymerifanijder Kalender filv dbeut{dhe Qutheraner auf dasd Jahr 1940. Kite:
rarifcher Rebafteur: D, J. T. Miiller. Statiftijher RNedbafteur: P. &.
Midhael.

Lutheran Annual, 1940. Literary Editor: Dr.J. T. Mueller; Statistical
Editor: Rev. S. Michael. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis,
Mo. 194 pages each. Price, 15 cts.

Just now they arrived, these old, well-known harbingers of the
approaching new year. Neither the size nor the price indicates the
amount of work that has gone between the covers of this indispensable
vademecum for Synodical Conference Lutherans. After the customary
calendar pages there are 21 pages of reading-matter, then 131 pages of
addresses in small print. Hurrying to get this announcement into this
number of the C.T. M., I haven’t read the text; but a rapid glance at it
gives the assurance that this, too, is of the old accustomed type and
caliber. Treo. HoYER
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Ronfordia-ausdandadten. Ev.-Quth. Abreifalender filr bad Jahr 1940 mit
Undadten und Bibellettionen fiir jeben Tag. Herausdgegeben von der Cv.=
Quth. Synode bon Brafilien. Ju beziehen vom Concordia Publishing
House, St.Louis, Mo. Preigd: 60 €t3. netto portofrei.

Dies ift der Kalender unferer Britber in Brafilien, verabfaht von Paftorven
Siibamerifad (Wrgentinien und Brafilien) unter Leitung Prof. P. Schelps und
P. Hang Fiedlerd und in Brafilien gedrudt. Gt bietet flir jeben Tag im Jahr
ein Blatt mit Wngabe einer Wibelleftion jum Qefen und der Crilirung einer
anbern, titrjeren Sdriftftelle. Die Anbdadhten vom 1. Januar big jum 3. Vuguijt
enthalten eine fortlaufenbe Erildrung der Wpoftelgejchidhte; bann folgen WUndbadyten
iiber ben britten Wrtifel und bag dritte, vierte, fiinfte und fechfte Hauptitiid des
Katedhismusd. Die Niidwand be§ Kalenders bietet ein fdhdnes BVild der Guaira=
ftromjchnellen im Paranaflup. — Der Kalender fei allen, bie furze Undachten in
deutfdher Sprache wiinfdjen, herslid) empfohlen. Theo. Hoyetr

Increasing Church-School Attendance. By Albert H.Gage, D.D. Zon-
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 130 pages, 5% X 734.
Price, $1.00.

This book has grown out of the practical experience of a Baptist
pastor who has, as he puts it, “considered himself pastor of the whole
church, including the church-school, thereby giving close personal
attention to the work of the school.” As a director of religious education
for the Baptist churches of Chicago he had the opportunity to visit many
schools and observe their methods of work. The very first sentence
of the first chapter is worth quoting: “I am interested in my church-
school because I have discovered that I can build my Church quicker
and better through the church-school than in any other way.” (P.11.)
Dr. Gage offers valuable advice on discovering the leaks and stopping
them, finding the weak places and strengthening them, a definite cam-
paign for increasing attendance, improving the school so as to hold the
increased attendance, winning for Christ, and building the school into
the church. While the suggestions offered by the author naturally vary
as to their practical value in our circles, the pastor or superintendent of
the Sunday-school will do well to procure a copy of this book. He will
find that one or the other of the suggestions may be used or adapted for
use in his own day- and Sunday-school. TaEO. LAETSCH
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