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iloo~ .I.teview - £tteratuf 

All books reviewed in this periodical may be procured from or through Con­
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

stla:3 eM)atofogifd)e stlenfcn ber @cgenltJart. 5Drei ~tappen ber t1)eologifcgen 
~nthlicnung bes 3hlan3igften :;5(1)!1)unbetts. mon D. tyoUe ~olmftrilm, 

5Do3ent bet flJftematifc9en ~1)eologie an bet Uniberfltiit in 5Junb. :;'Sn~ 

5Deutfclje Uoerfett bon Lie. ~atalb strusra. met lag bon (;I;. ~ertelsmann, 
@Uter§lo1). 424 Eieiten 6%'X91h. s:j.lreiS: startoniert M.13; gebunben: 
\)Jr. 15. 

,,5Diefe ~h:oeit (cine betlUt3te mearoeitung meiner fd)on 1933 erid)ienenen 
fc9hlebiicgen 5Dortorbiffertation) hltu eine ibeengefdjid)tridje mnallJfe bes t1)eo!ogt< 
fcgen @egenhlattsbenfens unb cine Mtematifdje Eitubie Uber ben hlec9felboUen 
:;'Snl)alt bes esdjatoIogijdjen WCotibs in ber proteftantifd)en ~1)eologie bet (etten 
bier :;'S(1)t3e1)nte fein./I (Ei.1.) WCan fie1)t, es foU 1)ier ftreng nttc9 ber Wlanier bet 
hliffenfdjaftIidjen ~1)eologie gearoeitet metben. 5Der erfte ~eil oe1)anbeIt bie 3cite 
gefdjidjtIidJe ~podje (Rap. I: motausfe\jungen filr bie eSc9atologifdje menaiffance 
in ber mijfenfc9aftfidjen ~rforidjung ber aporall)ptifdjen motfteUungsmeItj stap. II: 
'Iler ftagmentarifdje 'Ilurdjotud) bet e§cfjatologifcfjen ~erfpdtibe in bet ljiftotiic9en 
5Jeben':;'S~fu'tyotfdjullg; stap. III: s:j.lrin3ipieUe tyolgen bes SDurc1jbrudjs: 5Das 
mingen mit ben s:j.lrob(emen bes ~iftoti3ismus unb bes ~ib!i3iSmu\l), ber 3tadte 
~eil bie ungefcl)idjtric1je ~podje (stap. IV: mscIthieg unb strife in stuftutleoen, 
mseltanfdjauung unD @Iauoen5betftanbniS al\l 3eitgefd)id)tlid)e ~ebinguugen fUr 
eine libergefc1jid)tIic1je meaftionj Rap. V: :£Ier aHueUe :£Iurdjbrudj bes eSc9atolo< 
gifd)en mi.peftcs in ber i~ftematiic1jen ~~eoIogie; stap. VI: ~eginnenbe 6elbftbee 
finnllng bei bcu ~allptbertrctern bes iibergeid)id)tlidjen S'Durc1jbruc1js), bel' britte 
~eil mniate au einer offenbarungsgefc1jic1jtItd)en Eil)nt~efe (stap. VII: 5Das @egene 
mat!sbenfen im stumpf um bie SDurd)flifJrung ciner boUtuettigen bibHfc1jen unb 
enbgefc1jidjHid)en ~s(1)atologie in bet tf)coIogifd)CU @efamtpofition). mset nidjt bie 
geUoten Eiinne bes tuiffenfdjaftric1jen ~fJeoIogen fJat, mitb bem metfaffer nic9t leic1jt 
foIgen fannen; fomelt unfereincr aber ifJm foIgen fann, mitb bas 6tubittm biefer 
grilnblid)en Unterfllcljung mandjen @ehlinn oringen. SDet merfaffer ocl)errfc9t 
ben bon ben ~fJeologen ber !etten bier :;'Sal)r3eljnte 5ufammengetragenen Eitoff 
unb gibt gcnauen mefc1jeib - fo gut bel' miffenfd)aftlidje ~fJeolog bas bermag -
Uber bie I)ier bodiegenben tyragen. Unb bieie tytagen betreffen nic1jt nut bie 
~sc1jatoIogie an fic1j, fonbern audj bie @tunbtic1jtung nnb ~i\Jenart bet tf)eoloe 
gifd)en 6d)uIen unb midjtungen. :£Ienn, um mit ~olmftriim in ben msorten mIt: 
1)tllts' au reben: ,,:£lie ~sdjatorogie ift WCabftab flir Die gan3e ~1)eoIogie. ;sn bet 
~sc1jatologie laufen bie tyiiben bet gan3en flJftematifdjen ~l)eologie 3ufammen. 
:£let ~sdjatofo(J mufl faft aUe feine tf)coiogifd)cn @efJeimniffe bmaten./I (6.280.) 
Dher mie es Eieite 291 ausgcbrildt tuttb: ,,5Die ~sdjatDIogie ift nid)t cin 6onher, 
rapite! ber c9tiftlic1jen @lauoenslel)re, ba\l nut an i1)rem Eidjlut a05ul)anbeln 
marc, fonbern fie muji fic1j gleic1j3eitig butdj bie gan3c @laubensle1)te 1)inbutc9: 
5ieljen unb fic1j UberaU 3ur @eltung oringen./I (mgt s:j.lieper, (;I;1)tifUic1je '!iogmatit, 
III, 625. 573. 103 ff.) :£Iarum tuirb 1)iet nidjt nur bie ~sc1jatologie, fonbern auc1j 
bie SL1)eoIogie !RitfdjlS, :;'S. mseiji', m. b. ~arnads, ~roltfd)', m. 6djhleiters, 
WC. stiifjler\l, ~art1)s, st. ~eims unb anileret fUljrenben %f)eologen c9arafterifiert, 
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fonberlid) aud) bie @?teffung bon ~. ~mgaus, bem bas lBud) "in :Dantliarfeit unb 
mereTJrun\l getuibmet" ift. Unb nid)t nut Tommen bie ftreng esd)ato!ogifd)en 
@egenftiinbe, tuie 3. lB. Cl:1)iliasmus, ~ntid)rift, ~votataftafls, ~nnigilatio, ~n~ 

terimsetgif ufm. Sllr @?.prael)e, fonbcm aud) @egenftiinbe tuie bail meid) @ottes, 
bet meffiasanf.ptucl) ~~fu, bas 5clbftbetuufltfein ~~fu, bie Deben~~~fu,j}or' 
fd)un\l, Sjiftotismus, lBiu li3iSnms, bie .(lubetliiffigteit bet ~infetungsbericf)te uflD. 
~s tuitb eiucm ja ullI)cimlief) 3umute, tuenn man lieft, tuas aUes bie bctfel)icbencn 
0etftet fief) ill bet S£:l)eologie bot~egautert gaben, unb bie giet gcgeuenc Untet~ 

fuel)ung unb ~bluiigung bet fic!) llnletcinanber befiimvfenben ~lliittungen moel)tc 
cinen oft anoben; abet Iocr liel) in bet :Dogmengefel)id)te orientieren mull unb 
tum, muji fiel) etlen fJinbutel)atbcitcll. ~s ift auel) bon 91uten, su fegen, iDie bie 
gefciette tuiffenfd)aftnd)e S£:TJeofolJie fo bielfael) igte ,Beit unniit 3uorinlJt. ~rtgaus 

fagt 3. lB. mit med)t, bafl "bie (\;tuigfeit cine fiir unfere SDentformen uniioer~ 

ftetgOare @rense oUbet", unb ber metfaffer ftimmt bem su, 5. 407. (~n fetner 
@?d)tift "SDie !etten SDin\Je" magnt ~ltgaus, Heber "bem 0egeimniS ber melie 
nael)3ufinnen, afS fiel) an ber fotma!en SDialcfttt bon ,Bcit unb ~tuiIJfeit miibe su 
tennen unb tuunb ilU ftoflen", @? 3Z1.) S£:rotbem bcttuenbet ~ltgaus fe!lift bier 
3cit auf biefe SDia!eftH. SDet merfafier fiillt 5eite aUf @?eite, an Die gunbert, mit 
biefem @?toff, lieganbert 3. lB. bas S£:TJema "SDie lBeftimmun\l bes .(leit~ unb (\;tuig~ 
feitsbegtiffes ift nid)t rein reliIJiii§ besgalb mirb bie logifd)e ~ntinomie SUt 
metgobc bet CS;sd)atologie", @? 299, unb sHiett unter anbetm ben 5at: "SDie 
~tuigfeit bebeutet nie!)t tuic bei .lJeim cine ,~ufgebung bet .(leitfonu', fonbern 
biefmegr cine ,mollcnbung bcr {lett' ", @? 383. m:lit begegnen ~ier bem m:lDrt 
,,~ntinomie", unb bicfes '!ling f.pidt eine grofle molle in bet mobernen S£:l)co' 
fogie, eben aud) bei Uftf)aus. "SDaji bie ~usfagen ber ~sd)atofogie bie metl)o~ 

bifcf)e j}orm bon ~lntinomirn entf)alten, bies Diafeftifel)e @?piel mit fcttfiel) meta~ 
vTJWfel)cn I.j.larabo~ien, foll nael) ~Utgaus bie abtiquate j}otm fiit bie tlarabo!;c 
SDiafeftif bes ef)tiitlid)en 01auuenslebens fein." man foU niimHel) entfel)ieben ben 
buafiftifcl)Cll ~htsgang bet S)Jlenfd)f)eit legrCll, bie DelJre bon etuiger 5efigfeit unb 
elniget metbammniS, abet ebenfo entfel)iebcn Die moniftifel)e ~.pofataftafis. ,,~uf 

ber cinen @?eite betbietet ber unoebingte l3:rnft in bet ~ntfd)cibunIJ bot ~gtiftus, 
ben 0cbanfen an eine etuige metbammniS auf3ugeben. ~uf ber anbem @?eitc 
aber iuutbe fcin j}eftgaUen cine fut ben 01auben nneritiigliel)e lBegtensung bet 
enblid)en Sjettfd)aft bet \liittlid)en £Hebe fein." ~n ~ltlJaus' dgenen m!orten: 
"m:lenn @ottes ~ttu1iTJlen ben @lauben tuidt, tuie foUte unfete SDemut uns nicf)t 
getuif3 mad)en, bafl @ott jebes anbern fiel) ebenfo annegmen tuitb wte unfedJ' 

Unb bas gilt bd Sjolmfttiim ag ,,~ltgaus' genialet @tiff". (5. 304--309.) (\;s 
gilt ag genial, tuenn man ettuas, tuas man bejagt, auel) berneinen fann. 
~. @?tange 10ft bie 5d)mierigtcit, ber ~ltTJaus butel) bie ~nnagme bet ~.pofa~ 

taftafis entgel)en mill, bure!) bie IUnnaf)me bet ~nnigi1atio. ftbrigens milt et im 
@?tetben auel) bie 5eelc ftetben, 5. 298. 381. - Sjolmfttiims UrieH itber ~[tgaus, 
"bem fl)ftcmatifel)en IJ/eubcgriinber cinet lutgetifd)en ~sd)atololJieJ/: "SDie ~sega~ 

tologie mitb mit ganaet Sl'onfequen3 in bas mel)t bes innerften .(lentrums bet 
lutgetifel)en j}rommigfeit, in bie mee!)tfettigung aUein aus bem @rauuen, geftellt." 
~bet aud) bics: "SDall bet ~.pofataftafisgebanfe in biefem ,Bufammengang iioet~ 

lJauvt in lBctrael)t fommt, beru1jt batauf, bafl cine bet med)tfertigunl1 ftembe 
@?pdulation eingeiel)ooen ift." (5. 243. 290. 310.) - ~m Sjinblicf auf "bie 
@?d)leietmacl)etrenaiffance lid 91atTJan 5iibetOlom unb anbern" freut fid) Sjolm~ 

ftriim iiliet Die eintretenbe DutTJettenaiffance, "Die reiel)ete ~nfnitvfung an bie 
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mifJel unb bie ffieformation, bie bie flJftematifclje %~eofogie BU cinet ftitifcljen 
@enetafentfcljeibung gegeniiliet bet eigenen @5cljufttabition ber fe~ten :;Sa~t~un" 

bette tteilit", 15. 195, ronftatiett aoet, ball "man tto~ aUet memii~ungen, ficlj bon 
bet sao~iingigfeit bon @5d)feiermacljet unb ffiitfcljf frei BU macljen, boclj nicljt bem 
~influll bes :;SbeafiSmus entrinnt, fonbem im @5cljatten bet gtiilleten @eiftet, 
~ant unb ~fato, ofeiOt", 15.200. %~. ~ n gel bet 

~n ber \nun,fofge ~@fu. mon:;S. ffiiifing. 1)]1. SJeinfius' ~ad)fofger, .\leifJ3ig. 
355 @5eiten 6X8%. ~teis: geliunben: RM.7.50. 

SDies ift bie 3weite sauflage cinet ~tebigtfammfung, bie bot 25 :;Sa~ren et" 
fd)ien. sam bie SJaufJtetfotbemiffe jebet ~rebigt gibt miiling gan3 tid)tig foIgenbe 
biet ~unfte an: "I. gtiinbfid)e sausfd)iifJfung bes %ebtes, 2. sanfcljauIicljfeit, 
3. mar~eit bes @ebanfenganges, 4. fJtaftifd)e sanluenbung." 

I.illas sanfo)auficljfeit unb ~fat~eit bes @ebanfenganges liettifft, fo riinnen 
bicfe ~tebigten als smufter geften. mei aUer I.illid)tigfeit bet iiulleren jJ'orm mull 
jeboo) immer bet :;Sn~a1t cinet ~tebigt bie SJaufJtfad)e lileiben. SDie griinbliclje 
~lusfd)iifJfung bes %e;t;tes, bie ffiiiling afS etftes ~rfotbemiS an bie ~tebigt fteUt, 
fcf)Iieflt in ficlj ober fett ali) fefliftberftiinbliclj botaus bie r i clj t i g e sa u f" 
fa f fun g bes %ertes, 10 ball bet ~tebiget nicljt feine eigenen @ebanfen, fonbem 
@ottes I.illort fJtebigt. I.illenn man nun abet miilings ~rebigten batauf~in fJriift, 
fo ftott man aUf fonDetlJare unb fcljtiftwibrige sausfagen. 

@5onberbar unb berfe~rt ift es, wenn ffiiiling afiJ ffieformationstebt 1 ~ot. 
13, 11 wti~{t unb bas %~ema fteUt "mom ~inbesaftet 3um smannesalter". m5ie 
ffiiifing bies ausfii~tt, Bcigt fofgenbes meiffJiel: "SDas ~inb ift ab~iingig bon ben 
~item ober, Wenn bie ~{tem nicljt me~r ba finb, bon einem motmunb. 150 ift 
bet .\tatljofif abf)tingig bom ~tiefter. l.illiU er feine @5iinben lJerennen, fo mull 
er bem ~tiefter lieid)ten. l.illiU et mergebung feiner @5iinben ~aben, fo mUfl et 
ficlj bom ~riefter salifofution erbitten. l.illiU er feine @5iinben wieber gutmacljen, 
fo mUfl er ben ~riefter fragen, wie biele ffiofenfrtin3e et BU beten, lllie biele 
safmofen er BU geben, was fiit l.illaUfa~tten et 3U macljen ~at. l.illiU et @ottes 
@5egen fiir itgenbein Unterne~men ~aoen, f 0 mull er ficlj bom ~rieftet eine smeffe 
lefen fafjen. .\tut3, iifletaU bttingt ficlj ber ~riefter 3wifo)en ben smenfcljen unb 
feinen @ott, Bluifd)en bie @5eefe unb i~ten SJeifanb. SDas ift ~inbesaftet. SDet 
smann aber flrauo)t feine @5teUbetireter unb motmiinbet. 150 finb auclj wit 
ebangelifcl)en @eiftficljen nio)t @5teUbettteter @ottes, fonbem SDiener unb moten, 
bie in @otteil ~amen 3U eno) reb en. I.illit fiinnen euo) auclj nicljt mit @ott bet" 
fiif)nen, fonbem wir fiinnen nut bitten: ~ommt, faflt enclj berfii~nen mit @ott 
bure!) :;S~fum IflJtiftum! m5ir fagen auclj nio)t: :;SO) bergebe bit beine @5iinben, 
fonbetn: :;ScI) berfiinbige bit bie metgeoung ber @5iinben im ~amen @ottes bes 
maters, bes @5o~neil unb bes SJeiHgen @eiftes. :;Sa, bie ebangelifclje ~itclje fe~rt 

ein aUgemeines ~rieftertum. :;Seber @ftiuDige, auo) o~ne ~riefterwei~e unb o~ne 
~tieftettafar, ift ein ~tiefter @ottes, bes SJiicljften. :;Seber batf bor @ott feflift 
feine @5iinben befennen. :;Seber barf bon @ott fefoft mergebung erf!e~en. :;Sebet 
barf fefoft in bet SJeifigen @5cljtift nacljfefen, was er 3U tun unb 3U faffen ~at. 

:;Seber batf fefoft 3um ~reuBe eHen unb ficlj bie ~raft unb ben @5egen feines 
~obes 3ueignen. <£las ift smannesafter." (sauclj nicljt fcljtiftgemtill ift es, lllenn 
ffiiifing ben alifofbierenben meicljtbater nicljt afS @5teUbertreter If~tifti geften !affen 
toHf. @5agt boo) bet ~lfJoftef ausbriicUid): "sauclj io), fo iclj etwail bergelie jemanbem, 
bas bergebe iclj um eutetllliUen a n If ~ rift us' 15 tat t." mg!. auclj :;So~. 20, 
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21-23.) ,,:Das !nar ber i\'el)Ter bet fatl)olifel)en ~1tel)e, bar, fie hie ~Bnet in 
il)rem ~inbesaItet ftelJenHefj, ftatt fie aUmal)Hel) ,um 5ffianncsaItet em1Jor3ulJeben, 
ja baf, fie auffttefJenbe ~iiffet mit @emalt aUf ilJter mnblJettsftufe 3UtitctlJieH." 
Utiimifel)e ~rtTelJren einfad) aIS tinbifel)e ~nfd)Hige BU lJc5eiel)nen ift gerabe3u 
lJorrenb! :Das Ijatte ber mflofte! ~allfu5 1 ~ot. 13, 11 geloiji niel)t im 6inn; 
ouel) falien fetne Sffiorte, im Suiommen!)ang fJetrocf)tet, nid)t5 SDerartige§ su. 

~n bet ~rehigt Uber ~uf. 16, 19-31 fagt mUTing: ,,~ann eln 5ffienfel), bet 
!)ier unbefeljtt geftorben ift, fiel) briiben nod) befelJten? :Darauf miiffen !nit auf 
@tunb unfets stertes antmotteu: Sffienn einem ~lenjel)en l}iet aUf ~rben ~~jus 
~lJtif±l!s noel) nid)t Hat unb bcutrtd) genug geprcbigt morben ift, bann lnitb bet 
lJarmlJet3ige @ott gemiji im ~enfeits noel) 5ffiittel unb Sffiege finben, um ilJn 3Ut 
bollen ('):denntng, 5ttt bollen (.):ntfd)eHmng 3U oringen. linb bamit bUrfen mit 
uns an manel)em @rabe triiften; bamit biitfen loit uns bot aUem ttiiften im 
IBHd aUf Me ~lillionen bon &Jeiben, bie bon ber 5ffiiffion noel) nicl)t emid)t 
morben finb." :Das mill mUling "auf @runb unfers stertes" gefagt lJaben, ob~ 

!nol}f bet ste);t, aud) fonft bie 6el)rift, foTd)en stroft nid)t nUt nid)t gibt, fon'oern 
babor gerabe3u marnt. 

:Der 6l)nerggmus fommt bet mUTing Har 3um ~orfcl)ein in foTgenben 
Sffiorten: "lillenn ein 5ffienfel) befd;nt merben foU, fo miiffen auel) 3mei 3ufommen~ 
miden, ;;si;l;fus unb ber 5ffienjd) felber. i;l;ine Teblofe 5ffiafel)ine rann man ljierlJin 
unb balJiu btelJen, ol)ne erft au ftagen: Sffiillft bu auel)? Unb tin betl1ltnftfofes 
stier fann man mit @emaTt bon e1nem Sffiege auf ben an'oetn 5ie!)en. m:ber bem 
5ffienfel)en ift bie i\'teilJeit gegeben; barum tann ein 5ffienfel) nut bdel)t± mer Den, 
menn er uefe~rt lncrben mill. 6e!lift 'ocr ollmac£)tige @ott, bet bocf) aUes fann, 
eins fann et nicf)t: et fann niel)t dnen ~lenfd)en gegen feinen lilliUen bete~ren. 

Unb afS ~i;I;fus brei ;;salJte Tang um ;;setufalem gemorven l}atte, 'oa mutte et 
Hagen: ,:;SerufaTem, :;serufaTem, ... mte oft !)ave tel) beine Sfinber oerfammeTn 
mollen, mic cine .ldenne oerfammeTt iljre Stitel)Tein unter ilJre j'fIiigeI, UnD il)t ~abt 
nid)t gemoUt'. ~cf)tet reef)t auf ben @egenfat: ~cf) lJave gemollt, abet ilJr ~abt 

nie!)t gemnUt. m:uf ben Sffiillen bes 5ffienfdjen fommt aTf 0 oUe~ an." :!las f agt 

mUlinG, ttotbem er even biefe ~rebigt mit ben lillorten be~ ~tOfllJeten abfd)Hett: 
"lBefelJre bu micf), .ldCftt, fo merbe tel) vete~ret." ~gL .Ronfot'oienforme!, ~rt. II. 
Trigl., 788. 790. 

\)lun abet gar etft in ber 2elJre bon ber ftellbertretenben @enugtuung ~l)rtfti; 

ba fud)ten mit bergebfie!) in miilings ~rebigtfammlung cine flare, un3meibeuttge, 
fcf)rtftgemiifje :Darfcgung. 5ffian foUte fole!)e boel) finben in bet ~rebigt Ubet 2 .Rot. 
5, 19-21. 5ffian tBnnte mnl}l, mas milling ba fagt, tidjtig berftelJen, !nenn er 
bie "etUiitenben" lBeif1>iele unb ben foTgenben 6at ausgelai1en Qutte: ,,~l}e @ott 
tmgeben fonnte, mUflte er uns Die 6UnDe in il}rem gon5en futd)tboren i;l;rnft, in 
1ljret gan3en abfd)reden'oen .I;?uflHdjfeit batftellenj et mutte etmos tun, Illobute!) 
uns fUr aUe Sdt hie 6iinbe berTeibet, ie!) mBe!)te fogen ,berefelt' murbe." (flJe 
@ott bcrgelien fonnte, muflte @ott nad) 'oer 6e!)tift me!)t tun a15 etmag, m 0 ~ 

D u t d) u n S b i e 6 it n hen u r b e r d e{ t m u r b e. 6ie!)e :;Sef. 53; @aL 3, 13. 
strnll fetner unUaten, ia bedeljrten mebemeife mill mUling ~lJriftum aIS ben 

&Jeilonb ber 6Unber prebtgen. 6agt er bod) fngleicf) in bet ~inleitung 3ur etften 
~tebi{\t iivet 1 stim. 1, 15: ,,:Da lJaM iljr bas gau3e (fbangeHum in e i n e m 
6alle: ,C£lJtiftus ~i;I;fus if! IJefommen in bie Sffielt, bie 6Unber feIig 3U moe!)en.' 
lillie einfad) ift hiefer 6all! Um bas 3U betftelJen, ba3u vebarf es feinet stljeo~ 

logie unb fetner ~ljilofopljie; bas fann aue!) ein 6d)madjfinnget begreifenj oa3u 
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jlnb blot stnci ®ebanfen notig: ~d) bin ein 6Unber, aber id) ~abe einen &JeHanh. 
Unb bod), tnie in~a!trcid) ift biefer 6at! SDie ganse d)riftlid)e ®lauoenne~re 
liitt fid) bataus enttnicrcln. ~a, cs licgcn barin :tiefen bet ~rfenntniS, bie tnit 
erft brooen in bet G:tDigfeit etgtUnDen tnerDen.// 

~s ift jammerfc~abc, tuenn bei cinem fonft d)tiftrid)en unb etnften Ij5tebigcr 
gans fd)tifttnibrige ~rt1e~ren ober aud) nut un Hate unb 3tncibeutige Illusiagen 
mit einfd)lcicl)en. Ginb bod) bie glittlicl)cn illialjr~eitcn uns in bet mibel f 0 Hat 
unb einfacl) bargebotcn! ~. &J. ~. jJ tit 

lmenfdj nnb lmeHiLl~. SDer nid)tpau!inifcl)e Utfptung ber Ij5rae);iften3~~~tiftofogie. 
Ij5rolegomena sur 1tCutcftamcntlicl)cn SDogmengefd)id)te I. mon D. Dr. G'tnf± 
matnHol, orbeutficlJem 5j:lrofcflor ber .Ritcl)engefd)id)te unb \Religions' 
gefclJiclJte bes Urd)tiftentums. illia!tet,®.,9JlU~lau,merlag, .RieL XII unb 
224 Geiten. Ij5teis: RM.7.00. 

SDies ift &Jeft VI bet "jJottfetungen 3Ut CfntftelJung bes Urd)tiftentums, bes 
g1euen :teftamentS unb ber .Ritd)e// bon bem Ij5tofejior ber .Rirel)en~ uno \Religions~ 
gefd)id)te beB Utd)tiftentums an bet Unibetjltiit &JaUe an bet 6aule. SDa es alS 
\)1r.l ber Ij5tolegomena aur neuteftamentlid)en SDogmengefd)id)te be3cicl)net tnitb, 
fo foHen tnit (unb bor aHem bie .Rird)e SDeutfd)lanbs) offenoar mit noel) me~r 
betgleid)en beglUdt tnerben! ®ott gnane einer .Ritcl)e, beten 5j:laftoren unter fold)en 
Ij5tofeffoten .ltirel)en~ unb SDogmengefel)id)te ftubieren! G's ift bet !raffefte Un~ 
glau!le, ben ber It'rrfajjct aUftifd)t, unD um fo berlJ1ingniSboHcr, tnei! er ciner 
bon benen ift, bie uuter cl)tiftIidJcm ~.namen ben ®tunb beil ~f)tiftentums U11t, 

reiten. 
SDie 6d)tift foH cine mettcibigung bes ~lpofteg lj5aulus fein! ~r tnill "oenen, 

in bmn gefd)aftige &Jiinbe \)1ame unb 6ad)e bes lj5aulus gefaHen aU fein fd)eint, 
sumfen: &Janbe tneg bon bem gefdJid)tlicl)en lj5aulus, bem SDiener bes 9)leffias 
~~fus! 5j:lrobu3iett eutc SDiaIeftU, ®no~s ober ®laubensmgftH aIg cuer eigenes 
Ij5robuft, of)ne ben SDcclnamen bell lj5auIu5, nub geOt es nicl)t als genuin pau(i~ 

nifd) ober gar ag ,biblifcf)' ans!" (6.2.) IIl)J1arcion ~at lj5aulus 3um Ij5riie);iften3' 
t~eofogen fUr feine .Ritd)e gemad)t, abet auel) fur bie amatlJolifcl)e .ltitd)e.// (6.74.) 
lillas marnifol !letnelfen tniH, etfd)eint in felnen 113tniilf :tlJefen 3ur ~);iften3ftage//, 

hie bie Illbf)anblung fel)Hefien; ~tet etlid)e aus bet \Reif)e: 
//SDie Ij5rae6iften3botfteHung gefd)id)tnd) etfeunen f)eifit if)ren fpateten, menfel)~ 

lid)en Urfprung etfennen. 

,,1. .Repf)as betfunbigt Illufertnedung unb .ffommen ~~fu bes 9.Jlerjla~ a{g 
~n~aft unb illiefen bet gottgetnoUten unb gottgetnidten &JeUsgefd)id)te unb ~at 
letne 13el)te ober morftellung dnet Ij5rae);iften3 ~efu gefannt, geglaubt obet 
geptebigt. 

//3. illiie .Rellf)as unb bie UtgcmeinDen, ~at lj5aulus feine 13ef)re unb feine 
morfteHuug einer Ij5riieriften3 ~efu gefannt, geglaubt obel' gepl'ebigt. 

,,4. ~efus, .ITeplJas, murnalJas uno lj5uulu!l fennen unb le~l'en fetne Ij5rii, 
e);iften3~~f)riftorogie. 

,,6. SDie acl)t, be3ie~ungstneife neun, geltenben ungebHd)en Ij5l'iie~iften3ftellen 

in bem bon lj5aulus ~ettiif)tenhen mriefmatetia( finb fiimtlid) nid)t pl'iie~iftenttell." 
:rlal'auf adert marnifol nun los. (!;r tnirft mit 6prud)queHen unb "lilltr", 

Duellen, mit lRebaHoren unb (!;nerptoten um fid), bafl einem babet gana fd)tniil 
roirb. (!;l' (ebt babet nod) in lillen~aufeng -ScHaUer. SDafi bieres, tnas bama{~ 
bon ~jjf)eten .lttitifem be~auptet Itlurbe, ~eute aufgegeben tnil'h, fiimmett i~n oar 
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nid)t. :;Sn bet ~lteojJagtebe !l\auft, ~tjJoft. 17, 22-32, finbet fid) "ein faft jJtobi~ 
bentidfet .f;lintuei'l auf bas, tuas in bet anmen SDogmengefd)id)te anf ~eUeniftifd)em 
)SoDen fommen mu!lte nnb nns nod) ~ente tueit~in mit afiatifd)~~eUenijtifd)et 

\)JI~tl)ologie urlaftet"; barum ~at !l\anlu5 bie ffi:ebe nte gelJalten! (15.46.) SDie 
!l\aftoralbticfe finb nned)t; tuarum? l50weit id) etfennen fann, ~at )SamUol 
teinen anbcm ®tnnb rilt bie )Se~aujJtnng alS biefen: ~~ finb Bn bide !l\ra~ 

q;ijten3fteUen in blcfen )Stiefen I Unb tueH !l\au[u5 - fo fagt )SamUol! - nicf)ts 
bon bet !l\tan;iften3 gewulit f)at, batum tann et bie !l\aftorallitiefe niel)t ge~ 

jclydcben ~alien! ~e tuenigcr 4.\raebiften3ftellen, befto griiliet bie Ilia~tfd)einlid)~ 
feit, bali 4.\aulus felucr bie )Sriefe gejcl)tieoen ~at! Iliet fo atgnmentiert, gan3e 
)sUd)er ansfel)etbet, tueU fie nid)t mit feiuen botgefajiten :Sbeen j'timmen, nnb anll 
Den Hbdgen ~eronsfd)neibct, loas i!)m niel)t patt, bet fann natUdid) itgenb 
ej :005 betueifen. 

(i;inigc )ScifjJiele bet ~lrt uub Weife, tule )SamUol atgumentiett (15.53 If.): 
,,®al. 4, 4-6: ®ott fcmbte einen IJJ(enfd)en (,tueibgeooren', .\;lioo 14, I), unb 3tuat 
dnen :Snben - ,gefetuntertan' tuie ~aulus - anf ~tben aus, bamit et bie 
gJleffiusfenbnng ctfilffc nnb booutd) bie ,l501)njd)aft' benen erfcl)liiffe, bie an ilJ1t 
unb feine l5enbnng glauben loiirben. SDet )Sclueis bet gefd)enften 150~njef)aft ift 
bet @eiftemjJfaug nub ®eiftucfiu, bas )Scrouttfein, ,begciftet' 3n f cin. ~nio (\Jott 
funbte bem, bet bumaIS ,8Jlenfd), tmb ,Ivar :Sube, toar, fetnen ®eift auf ~rben'; 
bas ~eiilt, et fanbte ilju, ben nun aU ®ottes ®eifttrCiget ~domeu, aus alS ben 
9)lcilia0, afs ben eO!)ll. SDa~ tJuufiuifcl)e ,tueibgclioren' fd)lieUt bet !l\au{us jcbm 
(\Jchlmrcn an Ij,lriiqiften5 aus. (\jott fonbie U)ll uid)t, namit cr geooren tuiirbe, 
lonDcr!( ben - nud) 8Jlenfcl)cl1loeijc - ®eootJ1ett fonbte et aus." (15. 70 ff.) 
1 ~ot. 2, 8: "SNc I5teffe ift nid)t jJrtic);iitentieU, jonDcm jJtolejJtifClJ 3n berfte~en: 
fie ~aben ben getrcu3igt, bcr bann unb bomit and) fiir uns .\;len ber .f;lertHd)feit 
~cloorben ift." (e. 7G, If.) 1 .11'0r. 8. 6: ,,)SefJau:ptet 4.\aulus ljin bon bem .\dcrrn 
,;'\efus !,l;1)riftns bie llieltfd)iijJfuno, tuomit bie Ij,lrae);ifteng :Sefu fUt i~n octoiefen 
illarc'? lJ1ein! 'lllenn bie I5telfe ~'efum al!l 'llleltfd)iijJfCt d)ataftctifieten tuilf tuie 
®ott ben Q3utCt, fo ~aben tuit 3wei llieUfel)iijJfet. SUber g1JJel lilleltfeljojJfer tennt 
~anlus fonit nirgcubtuo; 3tuel lilleUfd)iijJfer finb eigentlid) 3tuei ®iitter, tuas !l\au~ 

Ius gctane !)iet allsfc1Jlicuen tum, uut ben 8JlonotljeiSmus 3U ItJu~ten. llnb 
ilbdqelts tuare bie eteUe bie cin3igc, in tue!el)cr bet SUjJoftel C\:l)riftus bie 'l.l.le1b 
id)b1Jfung 3nfdJreioen tuUtbe. 150 Wlit fid) aliein ans ber I5telic iefbft bielffielt~ 

fd)iijJferbeutung wUd)tig oeftreiten! ~1ein, bas Btueite 'La JtUV'LU meint etl]Jc!!) gan3 
anbms alS bas etfte; im crften :ten bes Q3etfes meint es bie gan3e I5d)iijJfnng, 
1m 3tueiten :tel{ ,alles, tuns ~!)rifhls 3ut ~rrofung unb Q3erfo~nllng bel' 8Jlen~ 

fd)m getun !.Jat'. ,SDas tuidt ulS SSefreiung bes gequaUen I5cl)tifttuotie§.''' -
linb bet 8Jlann loagt es, Ulier bie tl)cologifd)e linfertigfeit, bC3ic91lngsweife 9(uibi~ 
tat in ben !l\uftotalbtiefen 3U fjJiittdn, Hoet unwiff enfd)aftHd)e ~6egefe 31JJeifef~ 

~aftefter ~Ttt, Ubet moberne fd)iUernbe Iliilifiit liei ber ~tiiC!;iften3beutung fo{d)er 
I5teUen ! 

:trot aUer borgebrtd)cn tJorfd)ung llnb (!;ntbecrnng neuct Wa~r~eitC1l ift es 
cine gan3 aUe ~html, bie ber .f;laflcfd)e ~tofefior wieber onftuatmt. SUlS (!;nb~ 

ergeuniS fonftatiert er bics: "SDet l5o!)n ift nid)t jJrae);iftent bei U)m [®ott]. 
:Die ~ro.p!)eten ber~eilicn im ~lnfttag ®ottes bas .\;leU burd) ben fiinftigen 8Jleffias. 
<2', jJrcbigt in f)d)tuud)~eit unb tragt Q3eracf)tung, et ift frci bon bem )Sann ber 
5i!nDe nnb tuitb nad) ®ottes ,\,leilsjJlan gerabe 3ut I5Unbe gemad)t. (;I;t tnit'b 
gefmqigt butcf) bie IJJlad)t bet tuibergiittfid)Cll SDiimonen unb ftirbt ben fd)mad)~ 
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boUften mtenfd)entob, am @aIgen, am .ll'reu5. ®ott ermecft i~n \Jom 'itobe, et~ 

lJii~t i~n 3um ~~rios, Bum lcuenbig gemad)ten ~neuma." ~t ift alfo ~Lbo\ltianift, 

nub ~auf bon 6amofata miltbc i~u mClligftens al§ f;lalbbntbet anetfallnt ~alien. 

'illit moUeu geillifl uid)t mit 6teinen metfenj abet mit t\'Utd)t uub 3Utem 
fill' uufcte eigeue lSema~tUllg iu bet 'illa~t~eit 4\:~tifti moUen mit es bod) fagen: 
:Die beutfd)c .!l'ird)e emtet, mas jie \lelat ~at, inbem jie foId)en mtaunem bas ~ei~ 

lige ~mt iloedtagen uub fie batiu gebulbet ~at. 'it ~ e o. 8') 0 i) e t 

A Guide to Understanding the Bible. By Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
Harper & Brothers, New York. 348 pages, 61/2X9%. Price, $3.00. 

When fifteen years ago Dr. Fosdick's The Modem Use of the Bible 
was published, it was greeted with genuine joy by many perplexed 
Modernists, for it offered them a theological modus vivendi in a mael­
strom of confusion which they had created by their infidelity. To his 
modernistic colleagues Dr. Fosdick said: "Let us not discard the Bible 
but use it in conformity with what reason, science, and other recognized 
principia cognoscendi have to say on religion and religious beliefs." 
The modernistic system which Dr. Fosdick introduced, while not new 
(£or it was no more than a reiteration of German rationalism), appeared 
as quite novel and made popular in the American sectarian pulpit the 
mediating Modernism which rejects, on the one hand, crass atheism 
and, on the other, confessional orthodoxy. What the fmmer book 
accomplished the new volume, no doubt, is to accomplish on a larger 
scale; for, after all, it is no more than Fosdick's out-of-date The Modern 
Use of the Bible in a more complete and more acceptable edition. Its 
subtitle, The Development of Ideas within the Old and New Testaments, 
indicates from the very start that Fosdick still adheres to the old 
rationalistic program of religious development in Scripture. The local 
mountain god Yahweh becomes a tribal god, characterized in the begin­
ning by unspeakable Schrecklichkeit, but is gradually molded by the 
prophets of softening and more highly civilized Israel into a deity of 
love and mercy, which as such finds his supreme revelation in the 
humane New Testament prophet Christ. In a similar way, man, beastlike 
at first, develops into a more and more likable chap, with laudable ideas 
of justice and altruism and an increasing understanding of the funda­
mental social concepts of right and wrong, of suffering, of fellowship 
with God, and of immortality. Fosdick's evolutionistic formula works 
like a charm: Given enough time, God keeps on improving, and man 
keeps on improving, and with them, no doubt, all other things in the 
world will improve. The entire blasphemous theology of Fosdick is, 
of course, not only contrary to Scripture and the Christian faith but 
also to the very facts of the case; for (just to mention one thing) the 
God of Genesis is just as gracious as is the God of Malachi, and Jesus 
of Nazareth has spoken more severely of hell than have all the prophets 
of the Old Testament together. The "approximate chronology" for the 
Old Testament which Fosdick has adopted represents in general the 
so-called "assured results" of the pseudo-science of higher criticism, the 
Davidic age, not the Mosaic, marking the beginning of Hebrew literature. 
In the New Testament, Matthew is dated ca. 90-95, while Luke is 
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assigned to ca. 90 A. D. Fosdick rejects the Christian doctrine of the 
bodily resurrection, teaching in its place a "spiritual" resurrection. 
"Fellowship with God" is secured not through faith in Christ, but through 
man's own striving after perfection and his trust in God's goodness 
per se. The author's subtle and plausible presentation of his pernicious 
errors, which destroy the very foundation of Christianity, makes this 
book a real danger for our young people who attend colleges and 
universities (where he has a large following among professors and 
students), especially since his winsome way of writing and his charm 
of personality, reflected in his books, render him exceedingly attractive 
to youthful readers. For this reason this new volume should not be 
dismissed with a shrug of contempt but honestly studied in order that 
his false teachings may be rightly refuted and divine truth be con-
vincingly defended. J. THEODORE MUELLER 

Famous Missionaries. By J. Gilchrist Lawson. Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 64 pages, 5V2x8. Price, 35 cts. 

An Hour with David Livingstone. By Walter McCleary. Same pub­
lishers. 21 pages, 4X6. Price, 10 cts. 

The Whole Armor of God. By Albert Hughes, D. D. Same publishers. 
137 pages, 5lj2X7%. Price, $1.00. 

TIle World's Saturday Night. By William Edward Biederwolf. Same 
publishers. 167 pages, 5%X8. Price, $1.00. 

With Him. Devotional Gems. By Anna J. Lindgren. Same publishers. 
135 pages, 5lj2X8. Price, $1.00. 

We Have God. Addresses that Foster Faith. By Edward F. Dunlavy. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., New York. 189 pages, 5lj4X7%. Price, $1.50. 

The first two of these books may be used in the Sunday-school for 
creating and increasing missionary interest. The first contains thirty 
biographical sketches; the second describes, in its essential features, 
the absorbing life of the well-known African missionary and explorer. 
The Whole Armor of God contains eleven sermons on Eph. 6: 11 fl., written 
from the fundamentalist viewpoint and offering suggestions to those who 
wish to preach on that glorious text, though also these must be used 
with care, since not every statement has Scriptural support. (Cf. p.8: 
chosen to be holy, not to be saved; p.52: unwarranted rejection of 
creeds.) The World's Saturday Night contains thirteen sermons with 
striking themes, similar to the one that forms the general title of the 
book, emphasizing the Gospel of salvation in a manner peculiar to the 
author, who is noted for his emphasis on the central truths of Chris­
tianity over against Modernism. The book calls for careful discerning 
study but offers material for sermon work. With Him is a book of 
meditations, messages, and stories that grew out of the writer's own 
experiences in professing Christ. From infidelity she was led to faith 
in Jesus, and much of what she writes is personal witness to the truth 
of Christianity. We Have God is a book of sixteen apologetic addresses 
centering in the appeal to our generation to reconsider the abiding values 
which Christianity offers over against the vanities of Modernism. Like 
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the other sermon collections, also this may be helpful in finding more 
effective approaches to win such as come from other circles. All these 
books bear witness to the fact that in the sectarian circles of our country 
there is a swinging back of the pendulum of religious thought to con-
servative theology. J. THEODORE MUELLER 

The Grip that Holds. Compiled by C. M. Savage. Zondervan Publish­
ing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 184 pages, 5%X7%. Price, $1.50. 

If Be Should Fail. By C. M. Savage. Zondervan Publishing Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 142 pages, 51hx7%. Price, $1.50. 

Filled! With the Spirit. By Richard E. Day. Zondervan Publishing Co., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 389 pages, 5X8. Price, $1.50. 

Little Camp-Fires. Intimate Chats by the Firelight at the Day's End. 
By F. H. Cheley. W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, Mass. 248 pages, 5%X8. 
Price, $1.50. 

101 Eye-Catching Objects. By E. L. Wilder. Fundamental Truth Pub­
lishers, Findlay, O. 212 pages, 5%X7%. Price, $1.50. 

Sermon Seed in the Psalms. By A. MacFadyen. Zondervan PublishLl'lg 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 140 pages, 5lj2X7%. Price, $1.50. 

The Fellowship of Giving. By H. C. Weber. The Westminster Press. 
47 pages, 5%X7%. 

Experiences in Witnessing for Christ. By George Irving. Board of 
Christian Education of the Presbyterian Church in U. S. A., Phil­
adelphia, Pa. 64 pages, 5X7lj2. 

It is certainly gratifying to note that a large number of private 
and ecclesiastical publishing concerns are again placing on the religious 
book market of our country works that bear witness to the deity of 
Christ, His vicarious atonement, and salvation by faith in His blood. 
All the above books present conservative Christian doctrine in the form 
common among Fundamentalists. The Grip that Holds contains fifteen 
evangelistic sermons by Oklahoma Baptist preachers, noted for their 
theological directness and appealing winsomeness. If He Should Fail, 
by the same author who compiled the above book, offers sermons which 
he himself wrote and preached. Frequently they startle the reader by 
the sheer novelty with which the ancient Christian truths are pre­
sented. The first sermon, for example, "Dwarfs in Heaven," based on 
1 Cor. 3:15, centers in the truth that, while salvation is by grace, the 
reward of grace will be according to the believer's works of faith. 
Christians become dwarfs in heaven by failing to do the works of love 
which God demands of His saints. Filled! With the Spirit is a book of 
devotions gathered around rather lengthy passages from Scripture and 
inculcating faith in Christ and faithful following of our divine Lord. 
101 Eye-catching Objects illustrates how Christian truths of faith and 
life may be inculcated upon children by means of fitting objects. 
A blood-red ladder thus serves to show how sinners are saved only 
through faith in Christ who died on Calvary, while other, short ladders 
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demonstrate the folly of men who desire to enter heaven by way of 
ladders which they have made themselves. Little Camp-Fires contains 
short addresses for young people, stressing especially the duties and 
privileges of Christian piety. Sermon Seed in the Psalms contains out­
lines for sermons or addresses on the one hundred and fifty psalms. 
Usually a single word is employed to indicate the division of the text, 
while an introduction gives a full explanation of the central truths of 
each psalm. Experiences in Witnessing jor Christ is a tract, very prac­
tical in every way in its simple instruction to Christians how to witness 
in their personal life to the Savior whom they love. As The Fellowship 
of Giving, a useful tract inculcating the beauty and blessedness of 
Christian giving, it contains less of a spiritual note than the other books 
in our list, but it is more scholarly than the first in the organization 
of its lessons. We recommend both tracts to those who desire to set forth 
the truths they treat to their churches. But in general the whole list 
of books and tracts is worthy of attention; for all of them contain what 
is often lacking in other works, new approaches to persons reared in 
non-Lutheran circles, a new, simple but chaste and gripping style, 
striking illustrations, and the like. But in the use of such books there 
is in place also a word of caution. The entire background, and often 
the doctrine itself, is non-Lutheran. In 101 Eye-catching Objects the 
objects, e. g., illustrate the Reformed doctrines of the Lord's Supper and 
Holy Baptism. In practically all of the sermons the immediacy of the 
operation of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of men is either implied or 
directly stated. Frequently, too, the moral teachings are strangely 
detached from the divine Law and are not adequately motivated by 
proper evangelical appeal. Moreover, often distinctively pietistic ele­
ments disturb the Lutheran reader who has been trained to appreciate 
the objectivity of the divine means of grace. In short, also here the 
golden middle road suggests itself as the right and proper one. To 
reject these books a priori as having nothing to offer to the Lutheran 
pastor means to ignore opportunities to improve one's mind and to 
render more efficient one's witness. On the other hand, we dare not 
drift from the safe moorings of Lutheran devotion to the doctrine of 
Scripture as the first and foremost objective of all study and teaching 
and of doctrine not one-sidedly stressed but presented, expounded, and 
applied in its entire glorious fulness. No matter how valuable they may 
be, all the books here mentioned suffer from a certain disappointing 
superficialness, which we commonly find in circles that fail to emphasize 
doctrine first and last. We Lutherans dare not become superficial in 
doctrine. We must dig deeply into the gold-mine of God's Word and 
present to our people all the doctrinal treasures which God has placed 
there, following in this the pattern of our excellent Confessions and of 
our erudite dogmaticians. Then when we have become so steeped in 
doctrine that God's Word is to us the most precious of all treasures 
which we earnestly desire to pass on to others in its whole truth and 
purity, we may look for accidentals in form and presentation, for new 
approaches, new appeals, illustrations, and the like also in works written 
by non-Lutherans, though in the midst of church circles in which the 
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Christian doctrine has fared so badly, our role and mission is principally 
not that of learners but of teachers; for Lutheranism, let it be clearly 
understood, is more than Fundamentalism, namely, loyal adherence to 
the whole of God's Word in doctrine and life. J. THEODORE MUELLER 

Let's Go Back to the Bible. By Will H. Houghton. Fleming H. Revell, 
New York. 156 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.25. 

The author, president of the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, de­
livered the sixteen addresses contained in this volume over Station 
WMBI. A return to the Bible as America faces a critical hour, the 
author hopes, will result in a sweeping revival as the sure answer to all 
religious and political isms. We regret that the central truth of Scripture 
does not receive greater prominence in the book and that moral trans­
formation is given undue emphasis. We understand that two laymen 
sent a copy of this book to every member of Congress. Pastors who are 
contemplating a series of sermons on the Bible will find valuable mate­
rial in this volume. Dr. Houghton is a master in using illustrations with 
telling effect. His style is graphic, for example: "We have lost the sigh 
of the summer breeze in the buzz of air-conditioning." Arminian 
theology becomes apparent in a number of instances. F. E. MAYER 

The Baptist PUlpit Speaks. A collection of twenty-seven sermons by 
leading Baptist ministers of the Southland. By J. F. Ellis, Ph. D. 
240 pages, 5%)<8. Price, $1.50. 

Sermons of Baptist ministers of the conservative type are presented 
in this volume. These men believe in such fundamental truths of the 
Christian religion as the deity of Christ and the vicarious atonement, 
preaching these truths in plain, unmistakable language and applying 
them to the needs of the people. Since it is well that we know not .only 
what others preach but also how they preach, and since there is much 
thought-provoking material in this volume of sermons, we recommend 
it to our preachers. - It goes without saying that we do not approve 
of such wrong statements as the denial of the saving power of Baptism. 
Nor do we approve of the practice of using short texts; these do not 
contain enough sermon material. The topical sermon method is the 
easiest but also the least effective. JOHN H. C. FRITZ 

The Man Nobody Missed, and Other Sermons. By William Edward 
Biederwolf, D. D. 180 pages, 5lf4X 7lj2. Price, $1.00. 

Three: Sixteens. Ten sermons on 3: 16 texts. By M. E. Dodd, D. D., LL. D. 
Both works published by Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub!. Co., Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 146 pages, 5lf4x7%. Price, $1.00. 

Here are two sermon books whose chief recommendation lies in the 
fact that their authors are Fundamentalists and try to show their hearers 
the way to life. The sermons offered here are not models for the 
Lutheran pulpit, for they are not truly expository. There is too much 
talking about and around the text instead of preaching the text. 
Dr. Biederwolf is also addicted to millennialism, prohibition, and blue­
laws, while Dr. Dodd places a legalistic emphasis on tithing. Yet the 
first book has passages of eminent power and beauty, such as the de-
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scription of the Bible (p.79) and proofs for the Bible (p. 71), while the 
second book contains paragraphs replete with force on work among 
young people, building up the inner power, and the inspiration of the 
Bible. Both books contain other sections which will stimulate a wide­
awake preacher who is looking for material of this type. 

P. E. KRETzMANN 
The Answer by Fire. By Enos Kincheloe Cox, D. D. Introduction by 

President John R. Sampey, D. D., LL. D. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub­
lishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 154 pages, 5%X7%. Price, $1.00. 

The purpose of this book may be misunderstood by one who just 
skims through its pages, for it is a call for a religious awakening, issued 
to our entire country. While it would hardly be in keeping with God's 
spiritual economy to force a spiritual revival by human plans and means, 
every student of this volume will be moved by the earnestness with 
which the author pleads for a return to the fulness of spiritual fervor 
which characterized the Church in other ages. The book is replete with 
sentences and paragraphs which challenge the attention of everyone 
who is concerned about the breach of Joseph. Time and again the 
reviewer's pencil was constrained to mark such expressions as on p.23: 
"The man who is sure of nothing is a very poor witness where important 
matters are concerned"; p.25: "Those who find nothing in their religion 
to hold and challenge their deepest nature will drift with the tides to 
rest and die upon barren shores"; p.45: "'liVe do not stabilize character 
by following the impulses of our nature. Character is built in the 
struggle against the low and base and not by easy living along the lines 
of least resistance"; p.120: "The Holy Ghost will use the double-edged 
sword of the Word, but He wants all the blade, the full length of its 
keenness, with no gaps broken by our belief. No crazy-quilt, patchwork 
Bible, marred and deleted to fit the fancies of men, will bring us a great 
religious invigoration." The book is bound to stimulate thinking, and 
this may be followed by appropriate action. P. E. KRETzMANN 

Jesus Only. An Alabaster Box. By Georgina G. Negley, A. B. Fleming 
H.Revell Company, New York, N. Y. 220 pages, 7%X5V4. Price, 
$1.75. 

This is a narrative poem in fourteen cantos, which tells the story 
of the incarnation and atonement of our Lord. It is a heroic effort, but 
on account of the metrical limitations which the author set for herself 
(the trochaic tetrameter in four-line stanzas) the result, as a whole, is 
not successful. There are too many repetitions, wrong accents, and im­
pure rimes. Had she chosen longer lines and thus avoided the choppi­
ness that naturally palls on the reader after reading page upon page of 
this form, her work might have been much more satisfactory. As to 
the contents, the author is evidently a Reformed Fundamentalist. She 
strongly emphasizes such orthodox doctrines as the Inspiration, the deity 
of Christ, the Virgin Birth, and the Atonement, but she presents the 
Reformed view of Original Sin, the Lord's Supper, and the Millennium. 
To this reviewer the author's explanation of the nature of Christ's 
postresurrection body is new and shows at what ridiculous conclusions 
one arrives by trying to explain what the Bible does not explain. The 
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author emphasizes the identity of that body as bearing "crucifixion's 
marks" and "flesh and bones ye see me having," but then adds: 

"Flesh and blood cannot inherit 
Heaven's kingdom," Scripture held; 

From Christ's spiritual body 
Blood seems to have been expelled, 

Incorruptible the structure 
Of the Resurrection frame; 

So it seems no blood coursed through Christ, 
When from out the tomb He came. 

These two stanzas are fair samples of the other 1,543 in the volume. 
W. G.POLACK 

Steps toward the World Council. By Charles S. Macfarland. Fleming 
H. Revell Company, New York. 128 pages, 71/2X5. Price, $1.25. 

Two simultaneous movements attempted to establish a pan-Christian 
union. The one was initiated by the Protestant Episcopal Church and is 
known as the Council on Faith and Order, and the other is known as 
the Ecumenical Council on Life and Work, inaugurated by the Federal 
Council of Churches. The former laid emphasis on doctrinal discussions 
and moved especially in Anglican and Eastern Orthodox Theology; the 
latter was determined to keep aloof from any doctrinal commitment and 
was interested only in advocating a broad social program. Dr. Macfar­
land, secretary emeritus of the Federal Council of Churches, has been 
one of the prime movers in the Ecumenical Council on Life and Work. 
He is well qualified to show the historical development leading up to 
the Ecumenical Council of Stockholm in 1925. This meeting was in­
terested solely in a social program for the churches of the various 
countries represented, and therefore matters of doctrine were excluded 
from the discussions. Dr. Macfarland said in the Stockholm meeting: 
"It is to be clearly understood at the outset that any agency that may 
be appointed shall not deal with questions of creed or ecclesiastical 
organization, but that it shall strictly limit itself to the class of subjects 
under consideration at the conference, namely, the life and work of the 
Church of Christ and in particular the assertion and application of 
Christian principles to those problems, international, economic, social, 
civic, with which the future of civilization is so vitally concerned." 
(P.91.) Since 1925 greater impetus has been given to the Council on 
Faith and Order, and the Anglican and Eastern Orthodox theologians 
have continued their effort in formulating such a latitudiniarian doc­
trinal basis as would bring together virtually all Christian denominations. 
In 1937 the Council on Life and Work met at Oxford, and practically all 
of the delegates were present also at the meeting held at Edinburgh 
immediately following the Oxford Conference to participate in the doc­
trinal discussions on Faith and Order. Macfarland refers to this im­
portant movement with a short paragraph: "That 'Life and Work' would 
ultimately flnd its spiritual complement in 'Faith and Order,' there was 
never any doubt in the minds of men who saw that the structure was 
being erected on faith in the profoundest meaning of the word." (P. 102.) 
We cannot understand why the author omits all reference to the doc­
trinal discussions. In the appendix he lists various documents for the 
Stockholm and the Oxford councils but only a brief message of the 
Edinburgh Conference. F. E. MAYER 
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Pickings. lilustrations for Pulpit and Platform. By Robert G. Lee. 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 125 pages, 
5X7%. Price, $1.00. 

Though not all the illustrations in this book are on the same level, 
the purpose of the book as given in the subhead is achieved pretty well. 
The author rarely stooped to the trivial, and the discriminating pastor 
will be able to make good use of many of the stories and references 
offered. P. E. KRETZMANN 

Masonry. By James Putt, Th. M. 31 pages, 5%X7%. Zondervan Pub­
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, 25 cts. 

The author submitted this treatise on Masonry as part of his work 
towards the Master's degree in Princeton Theological Seminary. It dis­
cusses in outline the characteristics of Freemasonry as a neopagan re­
ligious cult on the basis of the official documents of the Masonic order. 
The author comes to the conclusion that the Church "should enlighten 
its members on the question of Masonry, should tactfully request church­
members to leave the lodge after they have been informed concerning 
the essence of the lodge and, finally, after much patience, discipline 
them if need be." We welcome this testimony from the Christian 
Reformed Church, of which Rev. J. Putt is a pastor. TH. GRAEBNER 

.iSofj!mnc!3 bct' ~iil!fct'. ffiehne bon Illboff 6d)Iatter. @;a(tner metcht§flUd)~anb, 
lung, IStutigart. 152 ScHen 5lj4X8%. ~teis: Sl'artonicrt RM. 3; in 
S3cinen RM. 4. 

;;sn bicfCtn 'Bud)e llc!)anllclt ber oefannte :tf)eolog unb 6d)tiftansleget bie 
®efd)icl)te bOll ';lol)anncs bem :tauter in ffi:eimen, Die teirs aUf bet Scf)tiftcqiil)' 
lung oetuf)en, teils aUf :trabition, oft mit einem ftaden ,{jufat llicI)tetiicl)er 
i\'reif)eit. (B finD fieb3ctn ~Lbfcl)nitte bon ungleicl)er 53ange, mit groter mCt, 
fd)iebenlJeit im SZ\er§mat unD Sttollf)enbau. 9Jland)e :teUe finb bon iibertDiiIti, 
genbet Sl'raft, anbere erfef)einen ettDas fd)lellllenb. Illber man fann fief) an ben 
merfen 6d)fattetll tDirUief) erbauen. ~. ~. Sl' r e 1\ man n 

'l)ie Sjimmel rliljmen. 18ilber bom mJeItaU. i\'iir aUe erHiirt bon ;;sof)ann 
l)1ellomuf 53en3, S. J. ll.lerIagsanftaft :tl)rofia, ;;snnsbrud, ~ien, 9Jlitnef)en. 
279 6eHen 5ljzX7% mit ~nf)aftsiioerfid)t, i5aef)veraeid)niS, 18Hbetbet3eid)~ 
niS, 6ternfartenedHirung unb ciner bcfonbcten 6ternfarte. ®an31einen. 
~tdfJ: RM. 4.30. 

::Dies llollufiire allologettfd)e ~erf, bas omtts in 3ef)n 6lltaef)en itbetfc1\t 
tDotben ift (barunter aud) ins ~ngHfd)e unb i\'ran3iififef)e) tDill bie ~rgebniffe 

moberner I!{ftrnnomic Uat, umfaffcnb unb 3uverfaffig barftellen aIS ,{jcugniS fUr 
bie giittlicl)c ®eHorbnung. ::Die SjJrad)e ift cinfad) unb ebel, obwo~l ber Sd)reiber 
wader mit ben flliiteftcn i\'orfcl)ungsetgebnifjen ber aftronomifef)cn ®iffenfd)aft 
umgef)±. 60 joll ber Illnbromebanebel 800,000 S3td)tia~re, bas f)ett±, 71/2 :triUio' 
nen Sl'ilomctcr, bon uns entfcrnt fein. ,{jtDeif)unbert 9JliUionen S3td)tjal)rc, bas 
~eitt, 3tDeigunbcrt IJJlilfionen ;;sal)te mUfl bas S3td)t bes fernftcn i5lliralnebefs 
lnanbern, um uniere ~rbe 3U eneid)cu ufw. ::Diefe ,{jaf)(en, 00 tDafJr obey untDaf)t, 
oenu~t ber fatl)ofijd)e Illutor oa3u, bie ®riite ber 6ef)iillfet' unb ~rf)aftermaef)t 

®oites ins ~elle S3tef)t 3U ftellen. ~er fief) fUr hie moberne Illftronomie intcrcffictt, 
finbct in Diefcm ~udj ~nteteffantes unb 53ef)neid)es. ~. :to sm it I (c t 


