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All books reviewed in this periodical may be procured from or through Con-~
coxrdia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

Sommentar zunt Alten Tejtoment. Oerausgegeben von Prof. D. Eruft Sellin,
Band XVI, 2: ,Dad Bud) Ruth*, itberfeft und erflizt von D, Dr. Wil-
belm Rudolph. A, Deidjertihe Verlagsbudhhandlung, Leipszig. 47 Seiten
615 x 8%, Preis: RM. 2.50.

Der ,KLommentar jum Wlten FTeftament”, der bon dem in der gangen theo=
[ogifhen Welt befannten BWerliner Profefjor ber Theologie Sellin in BVerbindung
mit fedhzehn andern namhaften altteftamentlichen Gelehrien bheraudgegeben wicd,
gebt jett feiner Bollenbung entgegen und gilt mit Redht als ein Hervorragender
wiffenjdaftlicher Kommentar der Gegentvart, ein Seitenftitd u dem neutefta=
mentlichen Wusdlegungsverf von Theodor Jehn und filnf angefehenen neutefta-
mentlien Gelehrien, dad fdon linger abgejdhloffen vorliegt, Die Stellung ber
Bearbeiter ift im gangen eine fonfervative, toie fhon die Namen der Mitarbeiter
€. fbnig und O, Prod{dh anzeigen, aber freilich nidht in bem Sinne, wie bieg Dei
dem dlteren, aber durdhaus nidt veralteten Kommentar von €. F. Keil und Frang
Deligfch der Fall war. Der mobernen Hheren Kritif werben oft Jugeftdndniffe
gemadht, und bie fefte Jnfpivationslehre ift aufgegeben; aber in fpradlidher, Hijto=
rijher und oft auch inbaltlidher Hinfiht Tkt fidh viel aug dem Werfe lernen.
Died ilt auch von deu Deiben meueften Lieferungen ju den fleinen in der Hebrii:
fihen Wibel im dritten Teil, unter den Hagiographen, jtehenden Bildern Ruth
und Klagefieder. IBir veden zunddft von dem Bitdhlein Ruth und erfennen mii
Beifall an, dbah ber Verfajffer D. Dr. Wilhelm Rubolph, Vrofeflor ber Theologie
in GieBen, in ben cinleitenben Fragen viel befonnener und fonfervativer ijt al
man e§ heutzutage gewohut ift. Gr nimmt als8 Abfaffungszeit die Jahre 1000
big 700 an (&.7), wozu wir bemerfen mbdhten, dap man faum einen {o grohen
Beitrawmn angunchmen braudt, denn das Buch ift offendar entftanben zu einer
Beit, 1o David al§ Kbnig {hon groke VWedbeutung fiir Jdvael hatte. Der Ber-
faffer fagt mit Medht, dbap die Stellung unter den Hagiographen feinesiveqd eime
fpiitere Abfafjung anzeige (€. 7) und dap dad BVudy ,vordeuteronomifd)” fei (ein
Ausdbrud hergenommen von der nadh unferer Iiberjeugung verfehrien mobdernen
Auffafiung, dap dad Deuteronomium nidht von Mofesd herrithre, fonbern erft im
Sahre 622 unter dem Konig Jofia an die Offentlichleit gefommen fei) (&. 5).
Gr {agt ebenfalls mit Redht, baf die Gloubtviirbigleit der gangen Erzahlung nidi
purd) bdie traurigen Lorfommniffe in bder Rihterzeit in Frage geftellt mwerbe
(&. 8) und Tehut die moderne Wuffajjung de8 Buched ald einer Tenbenzfdhrift,
die bie Ehen mit hetbnifhen Frauen in der Jeit nad) dbem Gril unter E8re unbd
Rehemia rechtfertigen follte, ab (S.9). Obwohl er von dem Buhe wiederholt
alg einer ,&r3dhlung” vedet, die ,in die Bliltezeit der i8raelifijhen Grzihlungs-
{itevatur gehirt” (&. 8), {o betont er bodh jutreffend, bah ed nidht von Menjden,
fondern von Gott veben wolle (die Hauptperfon ber Gefdhichte fei weder Ruth
nody Noomi, ,die Hauptperfon ift Jabwe, &. 11), und filgt Hhinzu: ,Gewil ver-
enbet der Crzdhler alle Sorgfalt auf die Jeidhnung ber eingelnen Charaltere,
und die Gejdhichte erhdlt ein jhoned Gleidhgewidht, indem in RKap. 2 Ruth, in
Rap. 3 Noomi, in Kap. 4 Boad die Jnitintive erqreift. Aber daf Nuth auf den
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richtigen Ader fommt, ift Jabhwes Fiihrung, daf der fHuge Plan der Noomi ge-
lingt, ift Jahwes Guabe, und dap ber Ehe ded Boad der erwiinfdhte Sohn ent-
{prokt, ift Sahwes Gefhent. Wenn die Gabe Goites hier in Familienglild und
berithmter Nadhfommenichaft, alfo in Yauter duhever Lebensfirberung befteht, ift
da§ gut altteftomentlidy gedadyt; aber {dhon im Wlten Teftament felbft Hhat man
erfahren, daf duberes YWoblergehen nidht ber Gradmueffer fliv Gotted Liebe ijt,
und bollends der Chrift weify, daf Gott niht immer fo Hanbgreiflid) fdjentt und
dak ber Weg jum Leben durd) Leiden und Tod gehen fonn.” (S.11.) ©So fiun:
ten toir nod) andere Punite nambaft maden jum Betveife, dba der Standpunit
bed Lerfaffers ein fonfervativer ift. Gr mifdbeutet aud) nidt, tvie bfters an-
griffstveife gefdhehen ijt, bie jogenannte ,Machtizene”, Kap.3, und fagt daritber:
Dak ber Grzabhler hier nidht eine alte Kupplerin zeidhnen will, die eine plumpe
Berfiihrungsjzene vorberveitet, ergidbf fich aus der Geflifjentlidyfeit, mit der er in
Kap. 2 Noomi und Boad um ben guten Ruf der Nuth batte beforgt fein laffen.
Sotvenig der Sdyritt, ben Ruth tun foll, unfern germanijden und driftliden Be-
griffen von toeiblicher Juritdhaltung entipridht, jo miifien wir dod) anerfennen,
daf Der Eradbler fich alle Mithe gegeben hat, etwaigen Mifdeutungen borzu=
beugen, nidht blof durd) Kap. 2, fondern ebenfojehr durd) bie BVegriindung, die
Ruth fitr thren Sdritt hat (du bift der Erbe [Lofer]’, Kap. 3, 9) vie aud) burd
die Art, wie Boad darauf reagiert (10. 11b. 13). Und twenn fid) aud) nidht aus
der LWelt {haffen YdRt, dap MNoomi cine Situation herbeijufithren wilinjdht, in
der bei einem Manne leiht die Hemmungen wegfallen, {o darf fie nadh) der Wrt,
wie Boad in Kap. 2 gefcdhilbert ift, bamit rechnen, daf er jie nidht in unfdhbner
Weije ausniigt.” (&. 32.) Er bejpridht und erflirt bie {ogenannte LeviratSehe
nah 1 Mof. 38; 5 Mof. 25, 5—10 (&. 37). Uber freilih findben fich audy abju-
weifende religion8gejhiditliche Bemerfungen, 3. B. wenn er bei bem Yusbrud
Junter den Flilgeln de3 Gottes JIsvael”, Kadp. 2, 12, ,dgyptifdhe Gdtterbilber
heransieht (S. 26). Der ganze Kommentar ift {o angelegt, dak erft eine wirtliche
{iberjeung dbargeboten twird; bann folgen philologifde Ertlarungen und hievauf
pie Auslegung. Gr ift fury gefakt, wie bied heutzutage mehr und mehr gefdyieht,
und aukerdem wird Raum gefpart durd) zahlreidhe Abfivzungen, nad) unferer
nficht faft su viele und su fernliegende, {o bap ein nidht alffeitig orientierter
Qefer 3iemlid oft dag WbFiirzungdverzeidhnid aufihlagen muf. Rudolph jdhlieht
die Wuslegung mit den Worten: ,Mit ber Namengebung und der fnappen Feft=
ftellung, dah Obed ber Grofvater Davidd wurbe (Kap. 4, 17h), {Hliegt die Gr=
3ihlung und evveiht damit gleidhjeitig ihren Hobepunft: die Qandfrembe und
Rinderloje wird Ubhnfrau des griBten Konigd von JFsrael und bamit ded vegie:
venden Qevriderhaufes, weil fie fidh unter bie Fittide Jahtved begab. Sp Tohnt
der Gott JF8raeld. Unbd glingender fonnten die Wiinjde ber Manner (Kap. 4, 11b)
und Frauen (14b) von Bethlehem nidht in Gefiillung gehen (S.46). L. F.

Bibelhilfe fitr die Gemeinde. Der 3weite Yefaja Bon Hans Wilh.
Sergberg. 182 Seiten 5% 8Y;. Preisd: RKartoniert, RM. 3.20; gebunben,
RM. 420, Der jweite Korintherdbrief. Bon Crih Stange.
86 Seiten, 5145 x 8%, Preid: Kartoniert, RM. 1.70; gebundben, RM. 2.50.
Gujtay Shlsgmanns Rerlogdbudihandlung. Leipzig und Hamburg.

Die Herausgabe der Serie ,Bibelhilfer Hhat jiemlid) allgemein Anflang ge=
funben, und jivar im groBen unbd gangen verbientermafen. Die BVerfaffer ber
ver{dhiedenen Biidher mwaren jum grofen Teil fonferbative Theologen, bie vom
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epangelifchen, rvefpeftive Tutherifden, Standpunit aug ihre Shriftauslegung dac=
boten. ©Die Dier vorliegenden Binde reifen fid) ihren BVorgingern wiirbig an,
Teiber aber nid)t auf berfelben Stufe. Die Uuslequng ber Kapitel 40—66 bed
Sejajabudies ezfennt allerdingd die meffianijden Teile an, nidht nur in der {iber:
febung aller einfhligigen Stellen, fonbern bejonders audy in den Uusfithrungen
iiber Jef. 53. Qeider ift aber dad ifagogifdhe Funbament ded ganzen Buches nidt
im Ginflang mit getviffer (utherijher Theologie, teil der Wusleger fih die faliche
Anficht angeeignet Hat, dak biefe Kapitel de8 Fefujabudies nidht von Jefaja her=
ftammen, Jondern von einem unbefannten Erulanten in Babylonien. WUud) wenn
Apoft. 8, 28 nidt fiir einen bibelgliubigen Theologen ausjdhlaggebend tdre, {o ift
dodh jhon bor mebhr al8 bierzig Jahren darauf hingeliefen toorden, dah die Be-
sugnahuen bed BVerfaffers von Kapitel 40—66 bie Geographie be§ Heiligen Lon-
be§ voraudfehen und daf er vom Standpunit einer peridnlidien Renninis vebet.
(Homil. Review, XX VII, 168 ff.) — Dic Auslegung ded ziveiten Korintherbriefes
hat Der Qeiter bed gangen Unternehmens, D. Grid) Stange, jelber beforgt. Wudy
biet finben wir Den tertvollften Teil ber Wrbeit, wie in ben frither erfdhienenen
Pinben, in der vorzitglichen {iberjegung des Grunbtertes. Die Unlage der Bildher
forbert eher furze WBetradhtungen und erbaulide Unwendungen ald eigentliche
Gregefe. Die Hauptgebanfen pdes Briefes find aber durdhiveg in feiner LWeife
wiebergegeben, unb bder Theolog twird an viclen Lusfithrungen feine helle Freude
haben. Gin furger Querfdnitt am Ende be§ Banbes, betitelt ,Das Wort bon
per LWerjBhnung”, dringt Gedbanfen in einer Weije, die ju eifrigem Foriden en:
{pornen. — Der Berleger bemertt, dah die in der Serie nod) fehlenben Changelien:
Ganbe, die Upoijtelgefchichte, bie Offenbarung Johaunid und bie drei Johounes:
briefe im Qaufe der nidyften Jabre folgen und dah aud) ausd dem Wlten Teftament
toeitere Banbe in den fommenben Jahren erjdeinen terden, 3. B. Hefefiel, Jere:
mia, Hiob. P.E Krepmann

Why God Bccame Man. By P.B. Fitzwater, D.D., Bible teacher in the
Moody Bible Institute. The Bible Institute Colportage Associa-
tion, Chicago. 79 pages. Price, 60 cts.

More than once the present reviewer has declared that religious
literature from non-Lutheran sources is in nearly every case of inferior
quality. The truth of this assertion is exemplified by the book under
review. We read: “God would have incorporated Himself with the
race” —that is, the Second Person of the Trinity would have assumed
our human nature — “even though sin had not entered.” (P. 5.) How
does the author happen to know this? “There are no contingencies in
God’s plan.” (P. 6.) This sentence has a rather fatalistic and Cal-
vinistic ring to it. “Jesus Christ is not the King of the Church.” (P. 40.)
What an outrageous statement! We readily perceive that this sharp
distinction between Church and Kingdom is part and parcel of a modern
chiliastic group. True believers are certainly in the Church, and St. Paul
says that the Father “hath translated us into the kingdom of His dear
Son,” Col.1:13. Concerning the unbelieving thief on the cross we
read: “He was not responsible for the sin that was in him because
he was born that way.” (P. 46.) A very superficial view of original
sin. — True enough, the author says many fine things about Jesus Christ:
“He is now and forever the God-man.” His virgin birth, His vicarious
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suffering and death, and His glorious resurrection are confessed. The
author also correctly teaches that Christ, when tempted by the devil,
could not sin: “There was no possibility of failure on His part.” Unfor-
tunately, however, he spoils all this by declaring concerning the Virgin
Mary: “She was not the mother of God, as some falsely teach.” (P. 13.)
If Jesus Christ is true God and true man in one undivided and in-
divisible Person, and if the blessed Virgin gave birth to that Person,
she must be the mother of God. According to Lukel:35 Mary gave
birth to the Son of God. According to Luke2:11 she gave birth to
Christ the Lord. According to Acts20:28 God purchased the Church
with His own blood. Now, if the divine and the human nature are
so intimately united in the person of Christ that the Holy Spirit can
call the blood of Christ God’s own blood, the mother of Christ is,
in deed and in truth, the mother of God. In the fifth century the heretic
Nestorius raved against this expression; his error was condemned by
the Council of Ephesus in 431. Twenty years later, at the Council of
Chalcedon, the Church again confessed the truth: “According to divinity,
begotten of the Father before all ages; according to humanity, born in
these last days for us and our salvation of the Virgin Mary, the mother
of God.” In the sixteenth century, when men again presumed to contra-
dict the Scriptural and churchly doctrine, the Church reiterated her
good confession: “Hence we believe, teach, and confess that Mary con-
ceived and bore not a mere man and no more, but the true Son of God;
therefore she is also rightly called and is the mother of God.” (For-
mula of Concerd, Epitome, VIII, 12,) If Mary is not the mother of God,
then she gave birth to a mere man, then Christ is not the God-man,
then the personal union of the two natures in Christ falls to pieces,
then a mere man suffered and died on the cross, and then the whole
human race is lost. Can the author not see that it is somewhat dangerous
to reject the doctrine under consideration? And does it seem to him
a light thing to accuse the pure Church of all ages and her faithful
teachers of teaching falsely? Taking over the foregoing review by N. Ras-
mussen in the Lutheran Standard, we would add the following. The
book under review substantiates the charge that Chiliasm perverts the
hope of the Christian by fixing it not so much on the bliss of heaven
as on the fabled “golden age” of the millennium. The concluding
paragraphs of the book read: “When the purpose of God shall have
been fulfilled in gathering out a people for His name, Acts15:14, Christ
shall return in person and power to establish His kingdom on the earth.
This kingdom shall come into realization when He shall sit upon the
throne of His father David, Luke1:32. The completion of the work
which the Father entrusted to Him requires the personal return of
Jesus Christ to the earth. . . . Upon the ruins of the kingdoms of this
present evil world will be established the Messianic kingdom. The
Stone hewn out of the mountain without hands will smite the image
of the Antichrist and pulverize it. When the dust thereof is scattered
as the chafl on the summer threshing-floor, then will appear the king-
dom of the Son of Man, Dan.2:44,45. Christ will then reign until He
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has put all enemies under His feet. This is the golden age of which
the wise men of all ages have dreamed and [which] God’s prophets
have foretold. Peace will then fill the earth because righteousness and
justice shall prevail. The knowledge of the Lord shall then cover the
earth as the waters cover the sea. Sin and sorrow shall be no more.
And then, when His mediatorial work shall have been completed, He will
vield the kingdom up to God, and God will become all in all, 1 Cor.
15:24-28. Hallelujah! Amen.” (Pp.686,78.) TH. ENGELDER

Winona Echoes 1939. Forty-three Notable Messages by Speakers at the
45th Annual Winona Lake Bible Conference. Zondervan Pub-
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 320 pages, 6x9. Price:
Cloth, $2.00; paper, $1.00.

The Winona Lake Bible Conferences have become so well known
throughout our country that they require no further introduction or
description. At Winona Lake, Ind., Fundamentalists of many denomina-
tions meet each summer for Bible-study and the discussion of timely
theological subjects. Among the addresses offered in this volume we
note “Paul in Damascus,” by H.W.Bieber; “The Power of the Holy
Ghost,” by G.Douglas; “Calvary,” by R.G.Lee; “God’s Message to
America in an Hour of Crisis,” by P. W.Rood; “Witnessing Christians,”
by A.S.Johnson. But in a special way the Winonag Echoes 1939 are
dedicated to the memory of the late evangelist and Bible-teacher
W. E. Biederwolf, who was one of the main supporters of the Winona
Bible Conferences. Besides a sketch of his life we find in them tributes
by many of his friends, a picture of the well-known and popular Bible
Conference promoter, and the last sermon he preached shortly before his
death in the Royal Poinciana Chapel, Palm Beach, Fla. What delights
the Christian reader of these Echoes is the clear and convincing testimony
of salvation through faith in Christ, set forth by various men from,
different points of view. In an age when Modernism is so very widely
spread it is gratifying to notice that there are still witnesses of the
Gospel who glory in preaching Christ Crucified.

J. THEODORE MUELLER
Beitritge zur Forderung drifilider Theologie, 40. Band., 4. Heft. Ur:
Griffentum und Gejdidhte in der neuteffamentliidhen
Theolpgie fett ber Jahrhunbertwende Bon Lic. Habil
fonrab PWeis, Dogent an Dder Uniperfitdt Berlin, €. Berteldmann,
Giitersloh). 1939. 36 Seiten 6xBls. Preid, fartoniert: RM. 1.00.

Diefer Uuffak ovientiert trefflid) {iber bie verjdhiedenen Fbeen und Rid-
tungen, bie feit dem Jahre 1900 in der neutejtamentlidhen Foridung prominent
getoorben find. Wngefnitpft wird infonderheit an die Namen WUbolf Harnad und
Wlfred Seeberg. Die veligiondgejdjiditlidhe Shule wird gefdhilbert. Notitrlid
werben qud) anbere Forjder, wie TH. Jahn, A. Sdlatter, Rudolf Otto, Kittel
und M. Dibeliusg, etwas befprodien. Dafk der Berfaffer von orthodorer ,Ber-
fteifuna” vedet, errvegt Jiveifel bariiber, ob er genuin:lutherijhe Sdriftforfdung
objeftiv beurteilt. W. Arnbdt
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What Is Buchmanism? By W. G. Schwehn. (Tract No. 132.) Con-
cordia Publishing House, St.Louis, Mo. 31 pages, 5XT%. Price,
12 cts. per copy, postpaid; dozen copies, $1.20, and postage.
Concordia Publishing House is to be commended for publishing this
tract on Buchmanism, or Moral Rearmament, one of the ephemeral phe-
nomena of our bewildered and confused religious world. Rev.Schwehn,
pastor of our Lutheran Church at Hannibal, Mo., investigates the claims
of Buchmanism as to its success in “transforming lives,” shows that it
does not understand the true character of sin, totally ignores the
vicarious atonement, justification by faith, and therefore lacks every
basis for a true moral rearmament. The tract is intended for the general
public, and we hope that it will enjoy a wide distribution among our
laity. There is room for debate as to the author’s statement that
Buchmanism “had its origin in this country.” It is true that Frank
Buchman was trained for the Lutheran ministry in America and still
is on the roster of ministers in the Pennsylvania Ministerium. But the
movement was started by Buchman at Oxford and had its first successes
on European soil, F.E. MAYER

Daughter of the Euphrates. By Elizabeth Caraman. Harper & Brothers,
New York. 277 pages, 5% X734. Price, $2.00.

In Kurdistan there existed up to the time of the late World War
a fairly flourishing Armenian Christian Church, which in spite of
frequent bitter persecutions and horrible massacres adhered steadfastly
to the faith of their fathers. During the World War (1915—1919), how-
ever, the enraged Turks, through unmerciful billeting, rape, murder, and
exile, destroyed entire Christian towns and communities, among these
the village of Habousie, where the author had spent her sweet childhood
days. As a girl of eleven she saw her father murdered and her mother
led off to a fate uncertain only as to details —rape and murder. With
an unusual fortitude and resourcefulness, however, she herself finally
effected her escape and that of her sister —sole survivors of a family
which before the persecution numbered over forty members. The
pathetic story is plainly but charmingly told, and throughout the writer
makes the impression that what she says is absolutely true. At times
she speaks with almost too great frankness, so that it may be well to
reserve the story for experienced readers. Western Christians will lay
aside the book with a feeling of shame at their own petty “sacrifices”
on behalf of Christ when they compare them with the almost super-
human sacrifices made by these simple Armenian Christians in the
East. The book has many an important lesson to teach to our present-
day Christian generation. J. THEODORE MUELLER

Weg und Bufunit der Gemeinde JEf. Das Lamm Gotted und der Iibers
dirift. Sieben Predigten fiber Offend. 12—14. Bon Mag. Hellmuth Frey.
Faliver Bereindbudhhandlung, Stutigart. 60 Seiten 536X9.  Preis:
RM. 1.20.

Die hier gebotenen Prebigten wurben im Sommer 1938 in Dorpat (Ejtland)
gehalten, alfp ein Jahr vor bem Univetter, das iiber bie Deutjhen Luihevaner
ber baltijden Probvingen hereingebroden ift. Dod war bie Motlage infolge ber
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unmittelbaren Nibe ded Bolfhewidmus {hon grof genug. Fiir dben BVerfaffer und
feine Jubbrer war dasd, wad er von Kampf und Troft fagt, wabhrlid) mebhr als
bloke Phrafe. Die Predigten find durdhaud)t von Heifer Liebe ju Ehrijto und
feinem Wort. Die Meinung de8 Verfaffers, daf die Jahl 666 dbie Worte ,RKaifer
Jero” bedeute und dap damit antidriftlihe Madhte gemeint feien, die in einmem
nody jufitnftigen Reidh und Derrider ihre Spike erreihen wiirden, finnen iwir
unid)t teilen, dba unsd ber Papjt dber Antidheift ift. JIm allgemeinen aber Haben iviv
bier treffliche lTuthervifdhe Sdhriftauslequng wmit ernfter, padender, zeitgemdger
Anipendung. W, Urndt

»Biel Guobe und Friede’, 1 Peir. 1, 2. Cine Bibelvoche iiber bem erften
Petrusdbrief. Bon J. Shieder. 1939, Ehr. Kaifer-BVerlag, Miinden.
71 Seiten 6x9.

Gine im alfgemeinen treffliche Serie von feh8 BVortrigen. Frifdh und friftio
wird gezeidnet, tief ing Leben wird Yineingegriffen, viele BVeifpiele werdben gegeben.
Den groken Gedbanfen, die der Upoftel niederidyreidt, toird nachgegangen. (Eine
Erlduterung, die bon Verd ju Werd geht, ift natitelid) ausgejdloffen. Dap died
bie Tefiten Worte Petri find, ift eine Meinung, die wir nidht teilen. Nod) weniger
frimmen vir bem Berfaffer dei, wenn er in der befannten Stelle von der Hillen=
fahrt, 1 Petr, 3, 1921, einen Hinweid auj dad grofe Crbarmen JFEfu fieht.
Ebenfo milflen ir protejtieven, wenn ev am Sdhluf ber BVortvdge jagt: ,Nidhts
ift ung Hoffnungslos, and) nidht pie Siinde, pielleiht, vieleidht nidht einmal die
Hille.r So findet ficdh) neben goldenent Uusfpritdhen und Paragraphen aud) manded
Berfehrte. Jn formeller Hinfiht find die Vocrivdge borbildlid. W Urndt

Die Bolimadt JEfu. Gine Unterweifung im Evangelium, BVon Martin Jlger.
Chr. Kaifer=LVerlag, Mitnden. 147 Seiten 534834, Kart. RM. 3.00.
Um bie jungen Deutfden dazu zu Hringen, fidh mit JCfu u defdhdftigen,
geht ber BVerfaffer aus von einer Wahrheit, die von allen, die niht einfad) Gottes-
Teugner find, anerfannt tird, der Tatfadhe der Ulmadht Gotted, Er wirft dann
bie Frage auf: Wie ftellt fih IE{us su der WAlmadyt Gottes? LVon hier aus
bejpricht er bie Perfon und dad Wirfen unfers Heilanbed. Man muf jugeben,
bafy auf biefe Weife gefdhidt und treffend ein Gejprid iiber JIEfusd eingeleitet
wird. Die Ausfithrungen find fontfret und padend. Folgende fechs Kapitelitber-
jdriften geben etwas Wuf{hiup iiber den Gang der Crdrterungen: JEJud vedhnet
mit der Ullmadht Gotted; JEjus lebt in der BVolmadht feined Vaters; IEjus
ftokt auf bie Gigenmadyt der Men{den; JEJus enbet in der Ohnmadht ded
Rreuzed; JEfus wirtt durd) die Ohnmadt feiner Gemeinde; JEfus fommt in
ber Wllmad)t Gottes. Die dogmatijdhe Einftellung bed Werfed ift reformiert.
W Aendt
Gotte3 Wort am Surge. Von Paul Sdempp. Chr.-Raifer-BVerlag, Milndpen,
121 Seiten 6x9. Preis, fartoniert: RM. 2.20.

Die Wuswah! der Tegte in diefer Sammiung von 25 Srabreden ift rveid:
baltig; die Grildrung ded Tertes und die WUnivendung auf den befonbderen Fal
it mit einigen usnahmen gui getroffen. Dad Niveau ber Dorfgemeinbe, in
dervenr Mitte biefe Meben gehalten worden find, mup fehr Hod) fein. Wir wunbdern
ung, ob die Durdfdhnittsgemeinde dic {hwungvolle Sprache witrdigen und be=
jonders, ob fie bem Philofophieren itber ,bie Matfelhaftigfeit des Tobed und beffen
Sdatten auf bag Leben” folgen fann. Der Werfafler {deint unfers Cradhtens 3u
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fehr unter bem Einfluffe ved barthianifdhen — fJagen twiv lieber bed calpiniftifden
~— Peffimismusd su frehen und {dildert bad Jebenm, und gerade bag ber Ehriften,
in 3u bunflen Farben. Man vermikt va8 Gerhordi{de ,Mein Herze geht in
Spriingen”. Dag mag daher fommen, daf die Lehre von der Redytfertigung und
feine ba8 Duniel bed Grabes erleudhtende Hervlichfeit nid)t genilgend betont wird.
Die Anfpradjen werben aber bem Pajtor bei der usdarbeitung von Leidhen-
prebigten manden TBinf geben. F C WMayer

The Fine Art of Public Worship. By Andrew W.Blackwood. Cokesbury
Press, Nashville, Tenn. 247 pages, 514 x8. Price, $2.00.

After reading this book, we can still better appreciate as a precious
heritage our Lutheran form of worship, including the sermon, the liturgy,
the lectionary, the hymns, the music, and the appointments themselves,
wherever all these still conform to good tradition. But the book directs
us to give better attention to some things which we have, so that they
will better serve their purpose. We refer to the training of the leader
in worship, the public reading of the Scriptures, the selection of the
hymns, the leading in prayer. Every church service should have not
only a unified plan but also, in all its parts, serve a distinct purpose: the
edification of the worshiping congregation.

The sermon should supply the needs of the congregation and be well
delivered, the Scripture should be read so that all can hear and under-
stand, the collects and prayers should be well chosen and well spoken,
the hymns should be selected to conform to the particular service and be
well sung to suitable hymn tunes, the congregation should heartily join
in the singing of the responses, the attitude of the worshiping congrega-
tion and of the spiritual leader in God’s holy temple should be that
of awe and reverence. All this must be learned and practiced. The
public reading of Scripture, for instance, is a real art. And we have
often wondered how much a congregation has understood of the collect
and made it its own prayer. Nor should we introduce something into
our church services “just because it is nice.” Let ocur church services
conform fo good usage, be dignified and edifying. J.H. C. Frrtz

Stories of Popular Hymns. By Kathleen Blanchard. 142 pages. Zon-
dervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, $1.00.

A book of stories on our favorite hymns ought not merely to retell
the various legends that have in the course of time gathered around
these hymns. That is largely what this book does. In recent years a
number of reliable works have been published that give authentic
information about most of our hymns, so that no author has an excuse
for rushing into print with stories about our hymns without checking
all available sources carefully. That is what the present author has
often failed to do. The story about Neale’s great hymn “Art Thou
Weary, Art Thou Languid?” is a case in point. The author calls it
a translation from the Greek, even though Neale himself wrote nearly
seventy-five years ago that it was not a translation. Another example
is the account given of the hymn “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee.”
It is stated as a historical fact that Bernard of Clairvaux is the author,
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in spite of the fact that all research thus far has failed to establish any
proof. At best it can only be said that the hymn is ascribed to St. Ber-
nard. Finally we hold it to be unwise in any collection of popular
hymns and hymn stories to omit the most popular hymn of all, namely,
Luther’'s “A Mighty Fortress.” That hymn has been translated into
more languages than any other single hymn in the world, yet the author
makes no mention of it nor of Gerhardt’s “Commit Thou All Thy Griefs”
nor of Nicolai’s “Wake, Awake” nor of Tersteegen’s “Gott ist gegen-
waertig.” In fact, Lutheran hymnody is represented by one hymn alone,
Rinckart’s “Nun danket alle Gott,” although sixty-seven hymns are
discussed! W. G. PoLack

LBoun geftern und heute. Cin nad)dentliches Wbe, gefammelt und herausgegeben
pon Hand Dittmer. Gdttingen, Vandenhoed & Rupredht.

Hier wird ung eine Semmiung von Gejdyidten, Jitaten, Uneldoten unbd
Yusipriichen geboten, die dem vielbeihiftigten Paftor gute Dienfte leiften Ianm,
nicht forwohl und Hauptfddlid) fiir die Prebigt als fitr JMuftrationen im Sdul:
und Ronfirmandenuuntervidht fowie flir Bibelflaffen. Wdhrend mandhe der Ansd:
slige auf beutfdhlindifdhe Berbiltniffe jugefdnitten find, fo (ARt fich dod) bei
weitem die gréfite Mehriahl aud) Hier in Umerifa perwerten. Nur felten ftirt
ein Bitat die Andadht. Dad Bud) tird hiermit unfern KQefern angelegentlich
empfohlen, womit nidht gefagt ift, bak wir alles, wad in dem Banbd enthalten ift,
ritdhaltiod unterfdreiben. PG Kregmann
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