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Roc' 1tevl 

All books reviewed in this periodical may be procured from or through Con­
cordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

A Commentary on Exodus. By Herman J. Keyser, B. D. Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 451 pages, 5%X8. Price, 
$3.50. 

This conunentary, we are assured by the publishers, "is an aid to 
bulwarking the faith of the fathers." . .. "Its purpose is to establish 
the credibility and authenticity of the passages in the book long con­
sidered untrustworthy." The author rejects the theories of radical 
criticism of the now almost defunct Wellhausen school. He calls attention 
to many archeological discoveries and to a number of passages in the 
text which are incompatible with radical criticism. Yet he is far from 
accepting the Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch as we have it in 
our Bible. In his opinion the Hexateuch is a composite book. "Early 
contemporaneous records were collected and arranged first by the 
Priest, known as the priestly strata, which, according to the present 
writer, began with the official installation by Moses on Sinai." (P. 15.) 
Joel and other eighth-century prophets got their information and learned 
their art of writing from the "school of the priests located at the 
various centers both in the North and the South," who in turn obtained 
their teachings from "the records made by their predecessors. These 
records included our early books - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
and Joshua." . .. "If Exodus did exist, minus minor glosses, before 
the age of Samuel, how does it happen that the prophet historians, 
J from the South and E from the North, have their works incorporated 
in the book as we now have it?" The author informs us that after 
the division of the kingdom "there was begun what is common to all 
peoples, a partisan history of Israel taken from the original scroll of 
Exodus, some of which we have incorporated in our Hexateuch, but 
a good deal of which has been lost. Likewise, in the South, the prophet 
historians known as J set about adapting the original scroll to partisan 
purposes just like their brethren of the North whom they detested. 
Somehow, the original scroll was lost, so that at some period preceding 
Deuteronomy, probably after the fall of Samaria in 721 B. C., editors 
kno,Vll as Rje [the compiler of the J and E records] began to rewrite the 
book from the materials at hand. These were J, E, and P. The impulsion 
to do this must have been great. What caused it, except but for 
the apparent unholiness of Israel, we do not know. . .. The present 
writer feels that Rje judiciously selected sections from P, J, and E, 
propedy to appease both the priestly and prophetic parties, who would 
have considerable followings, as well as differentiating between J and E 
to give additional evidence, witness, and what a later writer called 
a 'cloud of witnesses'" (pp. 41, 42). 

Deuteronomy is placed "sometime earlier than 621 B. C.," p. 19. 
Ezekiel chapters 40-48 came from an author "who lived during the 
profuse apocalyptic era (c. 175 B. C.), against whom the author of Eccle-
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siastes cries out, 'And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of 
making many books there is no end'" (p. 22). He takes this position 
because thereby "the much maligned priests, preexilic and postexilic, 
will have been restored to the honorable position in scholarly circles 
that they have always held in religious circles" (p. 22). Still, the author 
speaks of divine inspiration and calls Exodus the Word of God. How 
he can combine the two positions is beyond us. 

The author constantly compares the Septuagint and the Samaritan 
Pentateuch and gives valuable information on many archeological dis­
coveries which throw light on the geographical and historical references 
in Exodus. Throughout the book the Reformed, and particularly the 
Calvinistic, theology is in evidence; so, e. g., in the note on chap. 7: 3-7: 
"Pharaoh will be obdurate, stubborn, made so by Jehovah's progressive 
measures." (P. 129.) On chap. 7:13 he writes: "'Hardened Pharaoh's 
heart' is equivalent to 'made him stubborn,' adamant." The word used 
here by Moses does not bear this translation. It means "was or became 
hard." The proof-reading has been rather loosely done. 

THEO. LAETSCH 

stDmmcntar iJum !lUten ::teitament. S'detau~gegeben bon ~tof. D. G:tuft 6effin. 
~anb XVI, 3: ,,'Ilie .refageHebet", tiberfett unb ed!art bon D. Dr. mm~ 
gelm mubofjlf). 'IL 'Ileid)crtfd)c lBerlagsoucl)ljanbung, 53 eill3 ig. 74 5citcn 
6ljzx9ljz. ~tcg: RM.3.51). 

'Iletfe1oe merfaffer, hem mil' bie ~lu~lcgllllg bes ~ud)es mutlj in bem lieranntcn 
grof)cn 5effinfd)cn .RD1ll11lcntar oHm 'Illtcn 5l::eftament betbanten, ljat aud) bie 
.refagefiebet beljanbclt, unb tllas tllir im 5)](ail)eft, CS. 392 f., tibet feine G:tUatung 
bes ~ticf)feins mlltl) fagten, gilt aud) im aflllcmeinen bon feinet 'Iltbeit tiliet bie 
.relageficbet. 'Ilie lEcf)anblung ift bicjdbe; erft foIgt aUf 3miHf CSeiten eine (i;in~ 

feitllng, Me bie ilblirf)C11 ifagogifcl)en f\'ragen erotted, bann fofgt cine Inortlicl)e 
itoctfe~ung in oeioltbmm 5)tUcI, jl~HD1[)giiel)e ~emettungen in tleinerem 'Ilrucr 
unb fc1)lie\llicf) bie 'Ilusfegung. ~n ben cinleitenben f\'ragen be~anbelt et Die in 
ben £Hagcliebcnt angetuanbte .reunftfotm bes ~npI)alletiSmus, infolgebeffen jeber 
metS 'ocr e1n;e!nen Sl'apitel mit eincm ~ud)ftQben bes ~e!Jtaifcljen 'Il[\lljabds bet 
meilje nad) licginnt unb batum jebes .reajlUe! 22 metfe nad) bet ,Ba!)f bes ljeotiii~ 

fcl)en 'IlIpl)aliets umfatt (bas btitte .reajlite! 66 metfe, hlei! immet btei metfe mit 
bemfe1lien ~ucf)ftaben oeginnen). G:t tueift mit Dl:ed)t ab, ba\l biefe a!pl)alietifcljen 
'Iltroftid)a aus bem CSd)uluntettid)t ftammen, um bas 'IHpljaoet dn3utioen, unb 
fagt: ,,'Ila[l bie mageHebet ftit ben Untetticf)t gebid)tet feien, met! bet 53eljtet 
mit feinen CScl)itfetu 3u9feid) ben CStH bet 53eid)entla\}e einiloen hlollte, macl)t aus 
ben mit S'det30Iut oefcl)ricoenen 53icbern boll fel)meten G:tuftes eine Mote 5tH, 
tioung." (CS.3.) 'Ilorf) mcint bet I.l\erfajfcr, baf) bet CSinn biefet .reunftbid)tung 
bis ljente nocf) nid)t ueftiebigenb etWid fd. 'Illiet ift nic~t bie aHe 'Iluffajfuno, 
'oaf) biefe f\'otm bon ben 5)icf)tern (~i. 9 unb 10, 25, 34, 37, 111, 112, 119, 145, 
CSjlt. 31, 10-31) getoiil)It fei, um bie uetteffenben CStucre afS ethlas mollftiinbiges 
a03urunben unb batum bie ,Bal)! bes ~Hp1jallets etfd)ojlft, butd)aus beftiebigenb? 
'Iler merfaffet ntmmt ftir hie G:ntfte1jnng ber mageHeber Me rid)tige fonferbatibe 
,Beit an, niimHd) lialb nael) bet ,Berftiirung ~erufalems, im ~aljte 587, unb jeben~ 
falls fiingere ,Beit bot bet 'Uliebetl)ctftellung bet CStabt, im ~aljte 536. ~t fiiljrt 
meiftens in gutet 'Uletfe in bas merftiinbniS bet 53iebet ein, loft fd)einoate iillibet~ 

fjltiid)e unb ljebt mit Dl:ed)t afS ettuas iillid)tiges ljerbor, baf) brei bet ftinf .reapUe1 
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(1, 2, 5) mit einem @lebet fdjliejien unb audj ba~ britte unb lJietie mit einem 
l)offllltngsboUm 1Z1llSbHcf enben. :;'j'n be3ug aUf ben merfaff et mcint er fteHicl), 
bar, es nidjt ;;scremias fein tonne, fonbern ein Cl5ejinnungsgenoife bes groj)en 
I.J.\ro.pl)eten j abet bie @ltiinbe, bie et anfUDt± unb aUf bie tuit jett nidjt ntilJet 
eingel)en fonnm, erfd)einen ltidjt butdJicf)lagenb, unb bie aUe ftberIiefcrung, bali 
;;seremias ber metfalfer fei, bie fdjon Qlnsbrucf gefunoen l)at in ber maHen, 
toafJrfcf)cinlid) aull bent Sjebttiifcf)en ftammenbell i~berfd)tift bet i5c~tuaginta, "Uub 
eEl gefd)alj, nacf)bem :;'5srael gefllllgen unb ;;serufalem bertuUftet tuar, fette liel) 
:;'5eremia tueinenb nieber nnb biel)tetc folgenbes .ltfagelieb Uber :;serufalcm unb 
fagte", bie auel) in neuerer ,Beit bon Si'eil, b. ,oreUi unb anbern bertteten tuitb, 
ljat \Jutelt @lrunb. \Rubolf l)ebt felbft lJetbor, baj3 mit i5.pradjbetgleidjung unb 
i5pwcl)ftatiftH, bie mandje muslcgcr f U t ;;seremia, anbete 9 e g e 1\ ilJn alS 'ncre 
faffer in mnfptucf) mljmen, nut "Iucnig an3ufangen ift" (15, 8). j)'lei bet nbere 
fe\lung berucfjiel)tigt er immer aud) bas SJJldrum, unb alS nberfdjtiftcn unb :su~ 
l)aHsangabe bet fUnf .\ta.pitel l)at et folgeube i5tid)tuotte: Sl'a.p.1: "i5ielje tuie idj 
betael)tet bin!" .\ta.p.2: ,,;;sel)obal) l)at's getan"; S(ap.3: ,,:tIas moroUb :Sete" 
mias"j SiCap, 4: ,,')hemanb blieo bctfd)ont"; Slap. 5: ,,£a\lt uns tuetben tutc 
friiljer." :tIicie i5tiel)tuotte finb gan] Jutreffenb aUller bei Sl'ap. 3; ba tonneu tuit 
bcm lllctfaffet niel)t beiftimmen, lvenn et meint, baa :Seremia ~iet bon jid) fe1bft 
tebe, fonDem ba~ "id)" ift 'loUeftib 3U faffC11 unb gel)t auf bie ~intuoDnet ;;setu~ 

lalems, IDie batum aud) biefe~ "idj" mit "tuit" abtuec!)ielt. mgL m. 1-24 unb 
4S-G6 uub ben "tnir"embfdjnitt ;8,40-47. ®ut mhb bie tl)cologifdje i5ette, ban 
hdr fo fagen, bet 5~IQgeliebet uctDnt, but nCDClt bem betbicntrn @eri4it @Dttes 
ubet fein mon unb fcine i5tabt Emmet auel) bie giittHdje Cl5nabc ~etlJor\lc~olJen 

IDitb, bie @lott cinem liuflfettigen moue fc!)enfen tuill; unb biefe j)'lune ift nidjt 
dne £eiftuug, ionDern dne @labe @lottes, mgt. .\ta.p. 5,21; 3,22-24.31-33. \.fiir 
fd)uucn biefen luqgcfaj3ten Sl'ommentar alS cin \.fietf Ubet riu Heines, bic1fac!) 
3utililgeiettes j)'lucl) ber Sjeiligen 5 cl) rift, bas aUf bet Sjiil)e ber ,Bdt ftel)t, tnenn 
tuit aUd) maud)c 'llu~fteaungen macf)en mUffen. Uns Oleibt eben immet noel) ells 
llJettboUfter nenetet SiCommentat betienige bon SiCeil. Unb tuas bas j)'ludj bet 
mageHebct rmietet ,Beit 3U iagen l)at, ift bei anberer @lelegenl)eit ausgefUl)t± 
lvotbcn. mg1. CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY, 4 (1933) 161. 

53. \} ii t b tin get 
The Holy Spirit. A Study of His Person, Ministry and Operations. 

By J. C. Massee, D. D., LL. D. Fleming H. Revell, New York. 144 
pages, 51f4X7%. Price, $1.25. 

This monograph contains twelve chapters on the person and the 
work of the Holy Spirit, covering both the Old and the New Testament. 
The first five chapters broadly treat the doctrinal and the last seven the 
practical aspect of the subject. The author distinguishes, and rightly so, 
between the Holy Spirit's gift of using unlearned languages and the 
special gift of "tongues," found, for example, in the Corinthian Church. 
The reviewer, however, cannot agree with the writer in saying that 
the "Holy Spirit is not given in answer to the prayers of men" (p. 15), for 
that is clearly proved by Luke 11: 13, despite the arguments to the 
contrary. When it is said that on Pentecost "the kingdom of Israel, 
an earthly kingdom, has given place to the kingdom of God on earth" 
(p. 79), the spiritual nature of God's kingdom is ignored, and the 
meaning of Pentecost is misunderstood. To describe the Baptism of 
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the Holy Ghost as the "communication of God's life and nature to 
man" (p. 125) is, to say the least, ambiguous. The Pentecostal outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit must not be identh'ied with the unio mystica, nor must 
that union be taken in a pantheistic sense. Other statements likewise 
challenge criticism; the book demands discriminate study. Neverthe­
less, it sets forth in a helpful outline a much-neglected but very 
important doctrine, and pastors who wish to place more emphasis on 
this doctrine by special lectures will gain much by its perusal, especially 
from its fine outlines and its practical applications. Dr. Massee is 
a well-known Fundamentalist, connected as guest lecturer with the 
Eastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, and a ranking 
evangelist, Bible-teacher, and author. He is certainly right when in 
the Introduction he declares: "There is a distressing and hurtful 
ignorance which now seeks to turn the ministry of the Spirit away from 
the things of Christ to the experiences of men, real or supposed" (p. 6). 

J. THEODORE MUELLER 

~tf)tf ber 5.lielie. mon IlliU~erm £iitgett. metlag tr. lSettelsmann, @iitetiJro~. 

294 5eiten 61f2x91f2. ~reis: ~artoniert: RM.9; gellUnDen: RM.l1. 

"iDie cl)tiftlid)e \Religion ift bie meligion bet 53ielie." 50 !Jelit bies &;lo~elieb 
bet 53iellc an. iDaiJ foU nid)t befagen, ball bie 53icue bie &;laulJtfad)e in bet d)tifb 
licl)en U1eligion ift. 'I:enn bcr ]Incite 5at lanlet: ,,:iDas ~bangelium ift bie Qlot, 
fe!)aft bon bet 53ieLe @otte5, bie in Cn)rlfto :S~fu ofjenbar geworben ift." :iDet 
5inn unfets ){luci)e;; ift: weif bas GiJriftcnium Die \Religion bes @laulieniJ ift, 
fo lucifl nut Die cljtiftlid)c iJ(eligion etluas Don ber Iva!Jten 53ielie, bet j)'tud)t De§ 
®lauben§; unb im Gn)rijtclttnm r0111111t bie Dielie 3U i~rem giittlid)en ffi:ed)t. UnD 
nun witb in meiftetlJafter '!BellC bas :\IoD bet cf)tiftne!)en 5.Jielie gefungen. ~s 111itb 
bargelegt, Ivodn bas inn(\;e QllciClI bet :\Iitue befte!)t uno Itlie fie allen stugenoen 
ben !ec!Jten ®elJalt 0il1t !In)) barttln aHc 111mfd)lid)en metl)iiltniffe unb stiitig~ 

feiten abdn unD iJcr!liircn farm. 3)et ~ctfa1fet (bet bot :iDtucflegllng bes mud)es 
aus biefem SJeben gefe!)ieben ift) , ein Wteiftet auf bem @eliiet bet ~lJifofolJ~ie unb 
~f~cl)ologie, l)at eil berftanben, bie in Mefen jffiiffenfef)aften l)crrfef)enben ){legrifje 
fcinem stf)cma nutJbar 3U mad)en. 9.lland)es babon ftimmt aUerbings nie!)t. ~bet 

im allgcmetnen fann man fagen, ball bct, bet jiel) bas aneignet, mas I)ier auf 
@nmb ber S~ei!\gen rEe!)tift unb nad) ~nleitung Des sneinen .\t'ate!)iSmus in fo 
einfacf)et, ebler 51Jrae!)e iibet baiJ Illiefen unb ~mitfen OCt 53iebe gcfagt mirb, ein 
lietebter 't\tebiget bet 5.Jiebe fein witb. 

jffiit geben cinige ~tDben. ,,:iDie d)tiftlid)e ~tf)U failt fid) 3ufammen in bas 
S3iebesgeoot. (g ift bas e i n e ®eliot, bas aUe @ellote in fid) fe!)Iiejit. mebe ift 
bie ~tfiif!ung bes 0lefciJc5. 5ie ift bet ®tunbwiUe, bet aile ~fiid)ten etfiiUt, 
nIles ®ute umfaji±. Sielle ift D a s @nte, bie e i n e unO ein3ige stugenb." (rE.1.) 
,,:iDie 5.Jiebe liegimti mit ~lcf)hmg. 'I:arilt, bafl man ben SJ1iie!)ften in fetner in' 
bibibuellen lJetfiinliel)ett 0:igcnatt gelten !ailt unb anedennt, befte~t bas merftiinb, 
niS fUt H.m, unb bies toirb als bie etfte unb grojite lllio!Jltat em1Jfunben. jffier 
fiel) berftanben fiil)lt, ift Danfbat. . .. jffienn es tid)tig ift, bat aUe 5.Jiebe aUf 
®egenliebe ree!)net unD um fie witOt, fo llCrfdl)tt fie nie!)t nad) ber \Regel Do ut 
des, fonbetn fie fucl)t !lnb fcl)iitt auef) in bet (\Jalie bes anbem i1)n fdbf±' . .. :iDie 
5.Jiebe ift etwas anbetes aIS bie ,fel)enfenbe Diebe'. :iDenn mit biefer berbinbet 
fid) ein iilietlegen!Jeitsgefii1)l, ein 5elbjtoeltlu!ltfein, bute!) mele!)es bet SJ1frd)fte ~etab, 
gefetJt witb 3U einem bebiitftigen ~mlJffrn\iet, bet in fid) fellier nid)ts 1ft unb 
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bon bem ®elm: biiUig ab~iingi\l ift. . .. £iebe mut bor allen :Dingen fiif)ig fein, 
au oeooad)ten, 3U !)ilrC1l, au fd)weigen unb 3U berftel)en. :Die il1ictTegen~eit 3elgt 
fid) nid)t barin, baj) man fid) feloft CtltSHlric!)i 1mb mitieiTt, fonbern bah man e~ 
uerftef)t, ben ~WeI)ftC1l baau 3U oringen, bat er fief) ausf~tid)t 1mb milieUt. :Dies 
tDirb nid)t bur d) irgenbcine ~iibagogifc[)c oller fcc!fotgetlief)e steel)nU cneief)t, fon~ 

bern aUcin burd) bas :untuillfiitHef)e, unrefieftietie ;;sntcteife an ben anbent. 
lillie im ganaen geiftigen ~elJC1l bes lJJ1enfd)en, fo ift aud) in ber £ieoe bie etfte, 
tie ilt c, utf~rtinglid)e irii~igteit bie !Im~fiinglief)teit, ein ~m be~ mcrne~mens .... 
:Det ®runb3ug bet d)riftIiel)C1l (5;t!)H befte!)t batin, bat aUe stat £ielle fein foU, 
Soluenig bet lJJ1enfdj um feiner fdlift luillen ba ift, fo wenig ift es feine stiitigteit." 
(S. 90 fl.) %.ts bem jt'a~ite{ ,,:Demut": ,,®emeinfd)aft ift nut tann miigliel), 
il)C1ln bie einjeincn, bie fid) 3Ut ®emcin[cl)aft 31tfammenfel)fieflen, [lereit finb, fidj 
cin3UOtbnen. , " :Die Ci:infdjtiintung Des @c[iungilftteoens ift erft Dann :Demut, 
tuenn fie aUf einer !Iinfd)ttinfung bet Selbftiel)i\tung beru!)t. :Das innerfte 
lillefen allet £ielie ift eine SC!)ut3ung bes lJ1uef)ftm. Sd)on batum ift bie >3iebe 
:Denmt. :Denn bie Sdjutung bes lJ1udjften begtm3t bie 5elliftfdjutung, ;;sebe 
5eibftubetfdjutung fugt! aUt Untetfel)utung bet anbern, bas geitt, au einem 
lieblofen UrtcH uber fie, . .. :Die 'Ilcmut ccljiirt afS @tunbl)artun\l bes SJJlen~ 

[el)en gum !Ibangdi1t111 ;;s!I[u. (Sie oe1'nl)! aUf bet !IdenntlliS bel' ®ert!ofig~ 

felt, ber !IntoefJrIiel)lett aUes men[c!)Iiel)C1l 'lTIirlms bot ®ott, SuI. 17, 10 .... 
'Dure!) bas Cl:bangclium bon bet ffiedj!fcrtigull\1 bes 5unners eta ein UltS @laulien 
oDne bie lillede bes @ejetes witb aUes ffiitgmen ausgefc!)loffen. . .. 'iDer r,'am~f 

gegm bie c!)1'iftlid)e [t~it in bet @egenwat! rid)tet fieg licfonberil gegen hie d)rifb 
Hel)e 'iDe111ut wie gegen bas .ITeu[djljeitSgebot. ®ie bas ~eufd)!)eitSgebot, [0 fei 
auel) bas SDemutsibea! unnatiitIid), cine ~emmung bel' notmaien, nngeorod)enen 
'\'daHung bes gcfUl1Dcn lJJ1en[dj en , :Dentltl fei Sel)luudje. . .. SDQ5 l8e'fcnntnHl ber 
S)emut lautet nieDt: ;;scI) bin nid)ts, [ullDem: ;;set) bin alles Durel) unb batum 
fur @utt." ((S, 145 If,) 

~llen ~uijfiif)tlll1gClt bes 18uel)es fa11n man fremd) niel)t lleijthnmen. ~uf 

(Seile 152 geijit es: ,,:Dantm nennt >.paulus bie ®nabe ffied)tfertigung. 'iDet 
licgnabigte 5tinber ift geredjt unb batum aUfteel)!." ®as foll bas 1) eifJ en ? 
(Seite 194: ,,~us bergebener 5unbe entftef)t 2ieoe. :Durdj fie witb audj bet ira!! 
bes 9J1Clt[et)en eingeorbne± in feine !IrIiifung." S)a~ ift nid)t fondt gereDct, 
5eite 29: ,,:Die !IrHifung lieftef)t in ber !IrlDecrung bes ®men§ cut'3icbe." :Das 
iit farfd). ~uel) bies: "ller ®laube an ben llnjiet)tliaten @ot± mtller)t im .R'inbe 
baDutd), bali es Gtwad)lene fie!)t, bie @ott alS ffieaHtii± bef)anbcln, befonbets im 
@ebet," (5.103,) ::t 1). CS; 11 gel bet 

Swedish Contributions to Modern Theology. By Nels F. S. Ferre. 
Harper & Brothers, New York. 250 pages, 6X8¥Z. Price, $2.50. 

Weare sure that this book will be warmly welcomed in many 
theological circles of our country, since it offers a comprehensive, yet 
fairly brief and intelligible view of the present-day predominant trends 
in modern Swedish theology. The author, himself the son of a Swedish 
pastor, is now professor-elect of theology and philosophy at the Andover 
Newton Theological School. A Liberal, he nevertheless endeavors to 
evaluate the positive elements in modern Swedish theology, represented 
especially by the theological school of the well-known Lund University; 
though it may be questioned whether a professed Modernist can duly 
estimate and appreciate conservative emphases in their whole scope. 
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Broadly speaking, Swedish theology, like ancient Gaul, may be divided 
into three parts: a distinctly liberal wing, represented by the Uppsala 
school; a distinctly conservative type, represented by the High­
churchly Rosendahl movement and the pietistic Schartau movement; 
and, lastly, a mediating trend, championed by the Lundensian school, 
in which among others such men as Aulen, Nygren, and Bring are 
outstanding. According to Ferre "the Lundensian theology is best 
understood as the resurgence of historical Christianity, as a l'eaction 
to the indefiniteness of a confused Liberalism" (p. 23). At the same 
time, while "Lundensian theology is a return from all relativisms to the 
absolute assurance of religion," it is not a return to "the Biblical 
literalism of the past. In this respect the movement represents a com­
promise with traditionalism and is suspect in certain orthodox circles 
as 'radical to the point of stagnation'" (p. 29). Modern mediating 
theology in Sweden may be said to go back to Luther by way of Barthian 
and similar present-day German theologies. From Luther it borrows 
only its necessary major premises; substantially, it is a "philosophical 
theology." "Theology is a strictly scientific discipline with a logical­
descriptive method. Its field is the object of faith which it finds in 
the positive religions" (p. 46). It insists upon being recognized as a 
"science in good and regular standing" (p. 47). Preeminent in this 
theology is "the relation of God to man" (p. 95 ff.), and here the major 
premise is that God is agape [Luther: "eitel Liebe"] (p. 105). It is 
"His essentia to love" (p. 109). In contrast with agape stands eTaS, 
"man's effort to ascend" (p. 119). Without going any farther into details 
on this score, we may say that we here have a Religionsphilosophie, which 
loses itself in endless questions and problems and thus wastes precious 
time, properly belonging to the study of Scripture and the Lutheran 
Confessions, and which in the end overthrows both the sola sCTiptuTa 
and the sola gmtia. For those who wish to acquaint themselves with 
present-day trends in Sweden, Ferre's book will be very helpful, 
though Nygren, AuIen, and others whom he quotes ought to be studied 
in the originals. Most of the quotations are brief and are presented 
out of their context, so that often they do not present a clear picture 
of the original. Ferre's language is sufficiently clear for the average 
student of theology to follow, while the subject-matter is relatively 
simple, for which we thank both Ferre and the theologians whom he 
quotes as his authorities. J. THEODORE MUELLER 

Inshuctions fOl" Non-Catholics before ~":arriage. Rev. Anthony L. Ost­
heimer. The Dolphin Press, Philadelphia, Pa. 232 pages, 4X51f2. 
Price, 60 cts. 

These Instntctions are intended for non-Catholics who are con­
templating marriage with Catholics and present the chief doctrines and 
practices of the Roman Catholic Church from the viewpoint of the 
inquiring non-Catholic. Pastors who have no text-book on Roman 
Catholic doctrine may welcome this brief compend on Roman doctrine. 
The booklet is of interest especially because it clearly shows Rome's 
position on mixed marriages. Canon 1064 in the New Code Canon Law 
(1917) reiterates Rome's prohibition of entering into a mixed marriage 
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without episcopal dispensation. Such dispensation is granted only when 
the non-Catholic has given the ante-nuptial promises, viz.: 1. that he 
will recognize the Catholic principle of the indissolubility of marriage; 
2. that he will not prevent the Catholic party from exercising his faith; 
3. that all children, of either sex, born to the couple shall be baptized 
and brought up in the Catholic faith, even though the Catholic party 
should be taken away by death; 4. that marriage shall be performed 
before a priest. (Pp. 11-15.) This fourfold promise requires not only 
the signature but also the intention of living up to the promise. (We 
understand that the Milwaukee diocese requires the promise to be in 
legal form.) The third promise is motivated as follows: The Catholic 
Church is the only true Church and must demand that Catholic children 
are raised as Catholics; and since most non-Catholics believe that all 
churches are equally good, they will find it quite easy to sign this 
pleage. It is evident from these Insc'ructions not only that Rome is 
interested in having the non-Catholic party understand why the Catholic 
spouse observes the various Roman practices, but that Rome is deter­
mined to gain the non-Catholic for the Catholic faith before marriage 
is consummated. Rome understands only too well that the prenuptial 
promise to "join the Church after marriage" is frequently not kept 
and therefore makes every effort to gain the non-Catholic before 
marriage. F. E. MAYER 

Ifloth( In,lI. ForLy-Lwo Meditations for Expectant Mother:;. By 
Karl ElTflisch. Good Samaritan Book Store, Fargo, N. Dak. 
87 pages, 6X8. 

This little paper-covered volume offers material for which many 
pastors have been waiting. It seems that many expectant mothers find 
it difficult to attend public services. Besides, they need, in addition to 
the comfort and encouragement given them by faithful pastors, the 
regular consolation of the Word of God. The little meditations offered 
here by Doctor Ermisch, a total of forty-two, will certainly serve the 
purpose for which they are intended, for they offer food from Scripture 
on the thoughts which are most likely to be found in the heart of 
a Christian woman during pregnancy. If, as we hope, the first edition 
is soon exhausted, we also hope that a subsequent printing will offer 
a more substantial binding for the little volume. P. E. KRETZMANN 
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