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thousand people of various creeds and races have been torn from their
homes and sent into exile as the result of the Soviet ‘five-year plan for the
liquidation of Christianity’ The unfortunate victims are herded into
rough barracks, unsanitary and overcrowded, compelled to labor in swampy
forest or in mines, without sufficient clothing in a climate where there is
winter for nearly ten months in the year and with barely enough food to
keep body and soul together. The scanty share of flour is ‘stretched’ with
ground bark. Pitiful letters reflect the unutterable distress in such sen-
tences as this: ‘They say typhus has broken out in one of the barracks.
Thank God! At last the end comes.”” (Bibliotheca Sacra.) A.
About the Syrian Church in India.— A writer in the Christian
Century says that “His Holiness, Mar Elias, the patriarch of the Jacobite
Syrian Church of Antioch, was in India with the object of settling the
differences that arose in the Jacobite Syrian Church of South India between
the Indian metropolitan of the Church and the patriarch himself. The
efforts made by the Anglican metropolitan of India and Bishop Charles
Gore to bring about reconciliation between the contending parties did not
prove successful. This was in February. Since then there have been a
great many conversations and conferences between the representatives of
both sections. The contention of the leaders of the Jacobite Church in
India is that its autonomy under an Indian catholicos be recognized by
the patriarch, the Church in India having only spiritual fellowship with
the Church in Asia Minor. Recently the negotiations for the settlement
of the differences have taken a turn for the better, and it is confidently
hoped by many that, before the patriarch leaves India, he will announce
a gettlement which will bring peace to this section of the old Syrian Church.
The Roman Catholic Church, taking advantage of the dissensions in the
Jacobite Church, has been carrying on its work of propaganda vigorously,
and two bishops and some clergy of the Jacobite Church have already
joined Rome. That further inroads of the Roman Syrian Church may be
prevented, which began in the sixteenth century with the help of Portuguese
power and which have been kept up with the help of Western resources,
it is hoped that Patriarch Elias will grant to the Indian wing of this
Syrian Church the autonomy on which its heart is set.” The Syrian
Christians in India, as far as they have not joined Rome, are found chiefly
in two groups. One is Nestorian in character (the so-called Thomas
Christians) ; the other is monophysitic. It is the latter which is called
the Jacobite Church and is referred to in the above communication. A,
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Sommentar jum Alten Teftament, Herausgegeben von Prof. D. €ruit
Sellin. Band IX: Jefaia I fiberfelt und erflirt von D. Otto
Prodid, Profefior der Theologie in Erlangen. A. Deidertihe BVer=
lagsbudhandlung D. Werner Scholl, Qeipsig. 1930. XI und 476 Seiten
6% X9%. Preis: Gebeftet, M. 22; gebunben, M. 25.

@8 ift ein bebeutended Werf, deflen erfte Halfte hier vorliegt, vielleicht der
bebeutendite Teil, der Hi8 jeht von dem grofien Sellinfhen Kommentar erjdhienen
ijt, an bem bie belannteften altteftamentlidhen fonferbativen Theologen der Gegen-
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toart mitarbeiten. Damit wollen it nidht fagen, dak diefe KLommentare wirklidh
fonfervativ find, toie dasd feinerseit die Kommentare bon Keil und Frans Deligich
farven, Die Grengen find auf dem Gebiete des Ulten Teftaments fliehender ald
auf dem neutefiamentlichen Gebiet, wie wir {hon friiher in den Befpredungen
vont Rittels ,Plalmen”, Rothfeins ,Chronifa’ und BVoly’ ,Jeremia# hervorgehoben
Paben und toie aud) Prodidh ,Jefaiar zeigt. Denn niht nur betradtet er den
stoeiten Teil bes Jefaja, Kap. 40—66, wovon er fpiter ausfithrlider wird ju han:
deln haben, {hon bier als ein nidtiejaianiiches Wert, vebet durdiveg bom Deutern=
iefaja und fieht ibn al8 nacherilifh an, fondern er bhegt diefelbe Anfidht audy von
eingelnen Abidhnitten bed erfien Teils, tie er unter anderm fagt: ,Midht nur ber
Gefamtihiug (Kap. 34 §.), der von Deuterojefaja abhingig ift, fondern aud) jeder
per Ginzelfghlitfle (Rap. 11, 10 ff.; Kap. 12; Kap. 24—27; LKap. 33) erweift fih
al8 nadjerilijd, wie die Cregefe ju zeigen hat.# (&, 19.) Er verindert die Reiben-
folge bes jehigen Buds, nimmt Kap. 2, 1 nur al§ {iberfdhrift und ikt dann gleidh
Rap. 6 folgen. (S. 51, 52.) Gr zerirennt einzelne Kapitel, wie Kap. 2, und be-
merft 3u B, 2—>5, bie er ,Der BVilferfriede” iiberjdhreibt: ,Dag Budy itber Juda
und Jerufalem fann nidht mit diefer teltweiten FriebendiweiSfagung begonuen
Baben. . . . Nidht ver Unfang, {onbern die Hihe von Jefaias Weisfagung liegt
hier vor. Nidht die Leidenfdhaft jeiner Jugend, {ondern die Klarheit feines Wlters
fpiegelt fidh barin wider.” (€.61.) Auf Kap. 5, 25—30 folgt gleich Kap. 9,7—10, 4.
(8. 97.100.) Beftandig wird dag Metrum angetvandt und damit operiert (. 40.
41, 42, 63. 119. 147. 150), al3 ob die AUnnabhme von Metren nicht blof in den
poetijdhen, fonbern aud) in ben prophetifdhen Sdriften de§ Wlten Teftaments
abiolute, unanfehtbare Wabrbeit wdre. Und dodh bat erft Filrzlih twieder ein
in ben Fadfreifen {o angefehener Forider wie Karl Bubdde tn einer Abhandlung
gerade ither Yef. 1—5 gegen Sellin feinen Widetfprudh gegen dent ,Molod) Metrum«,
bent er fdhon 1901 in Hastings’ Dictionary of the Bible in bem Wrtifel iiber
“Hebrew Poetry” ausge{proden Hatte, wiederholt und gefagt: ,So fiher [!] bie
Propheten A8raels Didter und didjterifher Redbe midhtig toaren, find dodh die
Gejege Iyrijher Didhtung auf bie prophetifhe Rbetorif nidht antwendbar, o fie
fih nidht ausvritdlich) su ihr befennen, Midht alle wahre Didhtung verlduft in
mefbaren BVerfen und Strophen, . . . Jch werbe alfo tweit itberwiegend gans dars
auf vergidhten, die Meden [Nef. 1—5] auf vas Profruftesbett eines Metrums 3u
fireden, fitr beflen groBe Unfiherheit Sellin felbjt Beugnis ablegt.#1) So ift
Prodid)y Lommentar in folden fritijhen Fragen ein modbern-fritijdes Werf, und
totr mithten nod) gar mande usftellungen maden, wenn wir weiter hier darauf
eingehen Tonnten. Wber it erfennen aud) gern an, dap Prodidh fih mit guten
Griinden gegen die RMabdifalfritif ecines Dubm und eines Cheyne und anberer
wenbet und eine biel gemihigtere Stellung einnimmt, Die Cinleitung, in der
pas Beitalter, der Prophet und das Budy gejdhildert werden (S.1—26), ift fehr glatt
gefchrieben und (it fich qut Tefen. Prodid) tweik die Jeiten und die Perfonen
{hn einzuidhigen und darjuftellen. Aud) in ber Wuslegung it und bleibt bas
Werf fretlih ein modern-theologijther Kommentar, aud) in manden rveligions:
gefhichtlichen Ausfithrungen; fo wenn der BVegriff kodesch, ,Heiligleit”, »in det
Biterreligion nod) unbefannt, in Mofes’ Gejdhidhte am Sinat [Gz. 3, 5] juerft
auftauchend?, af8 ,inhaltlih dem polynefijhen tabu verwandi# bezeidhnet wird.
(8. 54.) Uber doch mitffen twir audh fagen, daf der KLommentar fih nidht nur
purd) rubig-abivigende Bebandlung der lerifali{h-grammatijhen Schivierigleiten

1) Beit{&uift fii aliteftamentlide Wiffenf@aft, 1051, &, 17.
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bor anbern neueren Werlen ausseihnet, fondern dah audy viel mehr mefflanifde
Hoffnung und BVertiindigung anerfannt toird al8 in anbern Hodmodernen Kom:
mentaren. 3u Kap. 7, den BVorfall stwifdhen Abhas und Jefaja betveffend, bemertt
Prodid: ,E8 entwidelt fich in vafher Folge die Tragddie ziijden Kinig und
Prophet. Aus dem Brudy entfpringt die Jmmanuelweidfagung, aus ihr bdie
anbern Julunfigbilber voll reidhften mejfianifdhen Gehalts, in dbenen die meffia-
nifhe Weisfagung der faffijhen Beit thre veinfle usprigung findet. Wir ftehen
an cinem Wenbdepunite der Gejhichte Judbas, der Prophetie Jefajas, der meffiaz
nifden Hoffnung.s (S, 111.) Erfreulid) ift aud), dbap er ben Begriff alma, ,Jung-
frau, Jef. 7, 14, wefentlidh vichtig deutet und feine Erilarung {pracdlicy redhtfertigt.
€t fagt: ,Dak die Mutter, nidht ein Vater, ben Namen ¢ibt, ,Jmmanuel nennt
fie ben Mamen’, ift in Jefajas Jeit Hochft auffallend; denn in der Kbnigdseit, {pd-
teftens im neunten Jabhrhunbert, gibt Der Vater den Namen. Wenn bier bie
alma bie Namengeberin ift, fo {dheint fein BVater vorhandben su fein, wad wieder
auf wunberbare Geburt ded Kinbes deutet.” (S.122.) Unbd jdhon vorber hatte er
bemertt: ,Das feltene alma bebeutet ftetd bas Mibden (Gen. 24, 43; Gr. 2, 8;
Pi. 46, 1; 68, 26; Prov. 30, 19; Hobel. 1, 3; 6, 8; 1 Chron. 15, 20), wenn aud
ber Ton mehr auf der Mannbarfeit als auf der Jungfriulidleit liegt. Nie wicd
eine verheiratete Frau als alma bezeicdhnet; toiv Haben alfo feinen Grund, Hier
anberd zu urteilen, wenn aud) die theovetifhe MbglichTeit dafiir, dap eine Ver:
beivatete vor ber Geburt ihres erften Kinbes alma Heien fann, nidt abjutvei:
fen ift. [?] itte JYefaia lebiglidh ble Weiblichleit, nidht dbad Wunber, betonen
toollen, fo hdtte er isha, nidht alma, gefagt. Dah er nidht bethula fagt, ertlivt fich
baraus, bap bethula ben Begriff dbes Gebdrens ausdidliept. Sadhlich ift bie 1ibers
fesung pon nmagdévos, virgo, gang im Reht.” (&, 121.) Prodid) verteidigt die
vidhtige Auffafjung von Jehovalh Bebaoth als ,Ausdrud der himmlijden Allge:
toalt, wag in bem ,Jebaoth® himmlitjdhe Heeve . . . vermuten ikt (S. 54), aber ex
leugnet bie Trinitdt in dem dreimal Heilig, Yef. 6, wenn er bemerft: ,Die Drei-
faltigfeit Des Heiligen ift nidht egtenfiv su verftehen, als terde auf die Trinitdt
pingedbeutet, fondbern intenfiv.” (S. 54.) Sdyidn itberfdyreibt er ben Ubfdhnitt
fap. 9, 1—6; 11, 1—12: ,Die Weihnadt” (S. 144) und fagt: ,Der Meffias,
feiner SHerfunft nad) wunbderbar und gbttlid), ift die fihtbare Eridheinung ber
unfidgtbaren Majeftit Gottes.” (S. 149,) Freilid) hiatte nody ftirfer bie volle,
toahre @ottheit ded Meffiad Hervorgehoben iverben follen, und itberhaupt geht
Bfters Ridhtiges und Jrriges durdpeinander.- Das Wert ift ein gelehrter, griind-
lider Sommentar, der aud), vad heutjutage ja immer Hereingesogen wird, Affyrio-
logifhes und andeves Semitifches mit Hineinarbeitet, Alle befannteten Kom-
mentate find in Betvadht gejogen, bon dem alten Hietonhmus an und dem
bevithmten Bitringa, bem gefeiertften usleger bes Jefaia, His Herunter ju Gray
im International Critical Commentary, toie aud) fonft englijde Qitevatur, das
American Journal of Semitic Languages, und anbered perwvertet ift. Fur
Quther ift nidht ausdriidlih im Literaturberseidhnis genannt, obioohl sfters auf
feine iiberfefung bvertviefen titd (&, 43); aber e8 lipt fih audy aus Qutbhers
Surzer Auslegung (Scholia) iiber Jefaja und namentlid) aus feiner iweitliuf:
tigeven Grilirung bes neunten und des dretundfiinfsiaften Kapitels viel nehmen.2)
Wir fehen bem jtoeiten Teil, der a8 Gripte im Wlten Teftament ju behanbdeln
bat, mit Jnterefle entgegen. LQLFitrbringep.

2) &t. Louifer Yusdg. VI, 1—851, befonberd 92—221 und 638—733.
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The World of the New Testament. By T. R. Glover. The Macmillan
Co., New York. 1931. 233 pages, 5X7,. Price, $2.00.

We have many excellent books in the field of the history of the New
Testament, such as the monographs by Angus, Bacon, Barnes, Burton,
Duchesne, Duff, Dana, Fisher, Foakes-Jackson, Hort, Lindsay, Lowrie,
Pfleiderer, Pressense, Tucker, Uhlhorn, Zenos, and others, to mention only
a few of those regularly studied. The present book does not attempt to
supplant, but rather to supplement, the other monographs. Itwould more
appropriately bear the title “The World at the Time of the New Testa-
ment,” for it is really a philosophy of history pertaining to the back-
ground of the New Testament. The presentation is in Professor Glover’s
well-known vivid style, which at times becomes almost vivacious, and is
certainly most stimulating, the author sometimes becoming epigram-
matic in form, Yet it was necessary for the reviewer to place a number
of question-marks on the margin of many pages. The Christian Gospel
in the long run is not a more glorious statement of Plato’s sentence that
we must in all cases see and tell the truth about God (p.29); it is the
revelation of the mystery of God’s love in Jesus Christ and His vicarious
atonement. The discoveries in Egypt and Babylonia are no¢ hard to recon-
cile with Hebrew history (p.116). The questions put on page 116 express
strong doubts, to say the least, concerning the historical truth of the Old
Testament. The author thinks that the presence of a Jewish temple at
Elephantine clashes with Deuteronomy; but he does not express himself
clearly as to his reasons for thinking so. Other false statements are those
pertaining to Ecclesiastes (p.128) and concerning the influence of Philo
on Christian literature in the Logos doctrine (pp.129 and 198). Thus
the book is interesting, but must be used with care. P.E.KRETZMANN.

Die Cinheit und Cdhitheit der fitnf Blider Mofis. Wbrif einer Ginleitung in
ben Pentateud) in udeinanbderfesung mit D. Selling Cinleitung in dasd
Utte Teftament. Bon P. lic. theol. Wilhelm Mo ller. Selbftverlag
bes Bibeldbundes, Bad Salzuflen, Deutfhland. 1931, VIII und 475 Sei-
ten 6X9, Preis; M. 15; gebunben, M. 17.50.

Der Berfaffer diefes Wertes ift uns feit etiva dreifiig Yahren durd feine BVer-
Bffentitdhungen befannt. Wir Haben audy wiederholt mit ihm Briefe gewedielt
und eind feiner Manuffripte lingeve Jeit in Hianden gehabt, ba er den Wunid
begte, Daf ¢8 bier in Umerifa in unfern RKreifen jum Drud gebradht werden
mbchte. Der Verfafier, der jet Pfarver in Radith an ber Elbe ift und ein an-
gefeenes Glied bed Bibelbunbes, hat urfpriinglidh einen gany anbern Standpuntt
eingenommen. Gr fagt {elbft: ,Jn meinen drei erften Studbentenfemeftern, Oftern
1892 bi8 Herbft 1893, ging ih mit Begeifterung auf die Graf-Wellhaujenjdhe Hypo-
thefe ein, {o wie fie bon Prof. Kaubfd in Halle dbargeboten wurbe: Der Pentateud
gerfdllt banadh in der Hauptiade in vier Quellenjdriften: I (Jahwift), B (Clobift),
D (Deuteronomium), P ober PC (Prieftertoder). Dag Deuteronomium ift 622
unter Jofia gefunden und fury vorher erft entftanden. P, bie priefterlidhen Be-
ftandteile ber mittleren Bitdher de§ Pentateud), mit einer furzen gefdhidhtliden
Ginleitung in ber Genefis und in Gr. 1, ift 444 sum erftenmal verdfjentlicht
unbd fury porher in ver{dhicbenen Gtappen im Gril und nady dem Gril entftanden.”
(8.1) Uber teils dburd) Prof. A, Kohlers8 BVorlefungen in Crlangen, bejondbers
abev durd) eigenes cindringendes Studium aller Pentateud)fragen und ber dor-
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iiber erfdhienenen Qiteratur ift er boliftindig abgefommen von der Quellendei-
bung der mobernen Pentateudhtritif und verteidigt nun in bdiefem ausfithrliden
Werfe {owohl die Einbeit al8 aud) bie mofaifde BVerabfafjung des Fiinfouds
und befieht und mwiberlegt die dagegen vorgebradhten Griinde, €r tut dies mit
feter Beritdfihtigung dber in ber Gegenivart iweitberbreiteten ,Cinleitung in das
Afte Teftament’ von Prof. € Sellin in Verlin, Seine Sdrift it um fo wert:
volfer, al8 er aud) auf LWerle, die vielfad) von ber modernen LKritif einfadh tot-
gefdiviegen werden, eingeht und aud) die in englifdher Sprade erfdhienene Qite-
ratur, wie W, O, Greend Unity of GQenesis, verwertet, Freilidh wird aud fein
Wert von ber ziinftigen Wiffenfdhaft ignoviert werbem, ie mir vor einigen
Jahren in einer Unterredung, die idh mit einem befannten amerifanifden Uni-
verfitdt8gelehrien Hatte und in dber wir aud) auf bie Urbeiten ded englifdhen Ju-
viften Wiener und de3 deutfden Pfarrers Dabfe 3u {predien famen, diefer mit
Adpfelzuden anbeutete, dap eben diefe Leute Teine BVertreter der Wiffen{djaft feien.
Um fo iinjhensderter ift e8, dap ivir, die wir mit dem Verfaffer in besug auf
bie Heilige Shrift #berhaupt und in’ Hinfiht auf den Pentateud) im befonbderen
biefelbe Stellung etunehmen, und fein von langjdhriger eingehendber Wrbeit jeu-
genbes Wer!l junufe maden. Damit fagen wir nidht, daf wir in jeber Eingelheit,
in jebem Urgument mit dem Werfaffer itbereinftimmen, wie toir jum Beifpiel
in beaug auf die Struftur und die typifdhen Jabhlen, die im Pentateud) beadjtet fein
follent, Bebenten haben. (&, 401—414.) Wber feiner, der fih auf bdiefem Gebiete
orientieren Wilf, finbet heutzutage eine fonfervative Darfteliung fo reidhhaltig und
big auf bie neuefte Jeit herabgebradht wie dicfe, Wir mbdhten fie gang befonbders
angelegentlih jum Studbium empfehlen. LFirbringer,

God and the Universe. The Christian Position. A Symposium by 8. C.
Carpenter, M. C. D’Arcy, and Bertram Lee Woolf. Edited by J. Lewis
May. Lincoln McVeagh, The Dial Press, New York. 1931. 209 pages,
51, X7. Price, $2.50.

If Christianity fails to survive, it will be because of apologists of this
type. For men who would be apologists for the Christian religion cannot
afford to make compromises. And herein lies the weakness of this book.
The first author represented in this book is chaplain to the King of En-
gland and Master of the Temple; hence he writes as an Anglican. The
second author is a member of the Jesuit order and therefore speaks as
a member of the Roman Catholic clergy. The third contributor, of New
College, London, speaks as a member of a free church, for he is professor
at the University of London. The inadequacy of the position taken in the
symposium is particularly evident in the first section. An author who
holds that a large part of the gospel of John consists of anachronisms and
that John put down many things which the heavenly Christ said to his
conscience and imagination after Pentecost (p.61), or who pictures the
alleged development of doctrine (p.63£.), or who states that the story of
the beginnings is a story for science to tell rather than a story for religion
(p. 88), simply cannot be followed by us. And when he actually waxes
bold enough to say: “I cannot stay to argue with any who may suppose
that the Bible ought to be rejected — or defended — on some grounds con-
nected with its degree of literal accuracy and infallibility,” we are bold
enough to tell him that his entire argumentation is not worth the paper
it is printed on. — The third writer is not quite as bad in his statements,
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but he likewise writes: “It renders impossible the conception of a God who
made the universe in six days.” (p.177.) — The second contributor to the
symposium is the most successful, even though this author bids his readers
go to the interpretation of the Church, which alone can give an authori-
tative explanation. (p.124 f.) But his arguments, on the whole, are in
line with the revelation of God’s Word. His concluding words are: “Chris-
tianity welcomes without fear the discoveries of science and hears um-
moved the murmurs against dying faiths and outworn creeds.”
P. E. KRETZMANN.

Qiebe, Glaube, Nadfolge. Bon dber WUnpafjung ber Doral an die Wirtlidyteit.
Bon YrovidbRuneftam, Profefior in Upfala, Aus dem Schivedbifchen
itberfetst bon FUfe Meyer=Litne € Berteldmonn, Giitersloh, 186
Seiten 7X93,. Preisd: Kartoniert, M. 6; gebunben, M. 7.50.

Dies ift eine tiefgehende, Tefend- und beadytensiverte BVejpredhung der Grund-
pringipien einer evangelijhen Gthit, bie fih ber Wirtlidhleit ansupaffen vermag.
Die Rapiteleinteilung ift einfad: Das Wefen der driftlihen Qiebe; Die Liebes-
ethit ber Bergprebigt (Liebe und Glaube); Der Ort ded Glaubens in ber drift-
ficgen Ethit; Die Anpaffung der Moral an bie Wirtlidleit; Logif ber Lehre und
beg Qebensd; Ehriftliche Ustefe und die Nadyfolge IEfu. fiber alle biefe Punite
perbreitet fid) ber Werfafler mit gebithrender Griindlidhleit, Ctivaige Grund:
gebanien, auf die ber WUutor Getvidht legt, find unter anderm die folgenden: Wh:
Hingig ift ber Wert ber Liebe nidht von der Srofe und dem Umfang der Liebes-
gegenftinde, fondern da der primdire Ort ber Liebe in Gott su juden ijt, jo with
bon bem Denjden eine ebenio vollfommene Liebe geforbert toie die eigene Liebe
Gottes. Die Sittlichleit ift die Geredhtigleit des Glaubens, ober anbers aus:
gebriidt, bag Pringip de8 Gloubens ermibglidht eine driftlihe Gthit. Hieraus
fliekt aud) die Unpaffung der Moral an die Wicllihleit, twofiir bor allem ber
Beruf ber Haffijdhe Ausdbrud ift. JAn diefem Unpaflungsivftem Hat aud bie Wslefe
ibren Play, vor allem infofern fie eine Redultion und KLonzentration dber Lebens-
funttionen ift auf bas eine, dbad not tut, {otvie eine Unterwerfung unter piba=
gogifdhe ®ebote und Regeln, Didziplinierung ded Gueren und inneren Lebens
und ,fibung’ auf bem Grund bed ertwedten [?] Glaubens, Hierzu gehort bdie
Nachfolge, die eine {tbung iff im Dienen. So tird bie Redhtsordbnung eine An:
poffung ber Siebe Gottes an die Wirtlidhleit bed Menjden. Diefen Grund-
gebanten, redht verftandben, finnten wir im allgemeinen juftimmen, wenn toir
und iiberall fagen bditrften, daf toir dem Wutor ioicilidh gefolgt find, Wielleicht
ift 8 ber Tiberfesung juzuidreiben, dbafp mander Gebante nidht redht jur Klarbeit
im Lusdrud gebiehen ift; immerhin trdgt aber aud) bazu bei die myjtifdh-{pefu-
lative Art, in der die Gebanfen entividelt werden. Bertverfen mitffen wic aber
folhe Sie toie: ,Die Redhtsordbnung . . . twird bei diefer Grundanidhauung . . .
cin Wettzeug ober Gnadenmittel jur Betvahrung feines Glaubens und jur BVer:
wirflidung feiner QLlebes, teil ivir darin den alten, in unferm Belenninis ver:
worfenen Jretum finden: ,Gute Werke erhalten ben Glouben.” Wlerdings, auf
bem Wege der Glaubensiibung erftartt der Glaube, aber nie durd fich felbft, fon=
bern nur dburdy Kraft bes Heiligen Geifted im Wort. Ebhenjo finben i den
folgenden Say nidht sutrveffend: ,Die Madhfolge ift eine Nadhfolge in dem bie-
nenben BVergebungsleben des RKreuzes.” So toie wir ihn verjtanden Haben, {dhlieht
et cine Redtfertigung bes rdmifhen meritum de condigno in fich. {Aberhaupt
lafit fih bie Ethit nur fo praftifdh fehren, bak man fie von den Fefleln jpefula-
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tiver Cniwidlung fretmadt und fie gans auf des Fundament bes objeftiven
Wortes ftellt. Mit andbern Worten, man lehre die Gthit juft {o, wie fie JICEjus
gelebrt hat unbd toie Suther fie auf Grund be8 Cvangeliums wirtlidh an den Mann
gebradyt hat, Folgt man diefer Weife, {o toird fich die ,Moral® immer ,der Wirl:
lidhteit anpaffen”; denn durdy bie Gottestraft bes Evangeliums werden Menjden
traft be3 ®laubens befibhigt, ,in einem nemen Seben su twanbdeln”,

% X Mitller.

Christmas Traditions. By William Muir Auld. The Macmillan Co., New
York. 1931. 179 pages, 5X71,. Price, $1.75.

While this is not a book for the research scholar and does not take
into account the splendid work done in the field of Christmas investiga-
tions by Kellnet, Usener, and Georg Rietschel, it contains a wealth of in-
teresting material presented in a most happy manner, in keeping with the
subject of the book. The general trend of the discussion is indicated in
some of the chapter headings: The Coming of Christmas; Christmas and
Paganism; Bringing Home Christmas; Ancient Christmas Carols; The
Color of Christmas; In the Yule-log Glow; The Christmas-tree; Christmas
Delights; Christmas-bells. In some parts of the book ome involuntarily
looks for more information, as, concerning the actual introduction of the
Christmas-tree in Germany and in America. We cannot share the author’s
favorable stand concerning Santa Claus, whose development he sketches
somewhat incompletely; for the rotund “saint,” who is a combination of
a mythical Roman Catholic bishop and a heathen idol, threatens to take
Christ out of Christmas. But the book may otherwise be recommended
very highly for quick reference purposes, especially in discussing Christ-
mas customs, legends, ete., in schools, Sunday-schools, and young people’s
societies, P. E. KRETZMANN.

The Parables of Jesus. By George A. Buttrick. 274 pages. Richard
R. Smith, Inc.,, New York. Price, $1.00.

Stewardship Parables of Jesus. By Roswell C. Long. 230 pages. Cokes-
bury Press, Nashville, Tenn. Price, $1.00.

Here are two books on the parables spoken by Jesus. A few excerpts
from each will characterize the two books. In the first, by Butirick, we
read such sentences as these: “To use this story [the parable of the Rich
Man and the Beggar] as warrant for a doctrine of a brimstone hell or to
deduce from it the dogma of the absolute and irrevocable separation of the
good and the bad hereafter is to transplant it violemtly from its native
soil of parable to a barren literalism, where it cannot live.” “Power is
estimated aright only in the light of purpose. If God’s purpose is a gar-
den of redeemed humanity, the true almightiness is an almightiness of holy
love. Such an almightiness this story reveals: ‘He had yet one, a beloved
son; he sent him last unto them, saying, They will reverence my son.” It
was love’s final and uttermost entreaty. The true picture is not that of
Jesus receiving in His body the darts which an angry God has hurled
at us, but rather that of God in Jesus receiving all the ‘slings and arrows
of outrageous fortune’ which rebellious humankind has burled at Him.”
Long in his book strikes a different tome. In his preface he says: “We
meet the menace of materialism in this rapidly changing world with the
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measureless might of Christ’s unchanging offer of personal and social re-
demption.” In his exposition of the parable of the Laborers in the Vine-
yard he says: “Why shall we work? 1. Because the Master of the vine-
yard says, ‘You go into the vineyard, foo.’ And shall we stand all the
day idle when He tells us that the fields are white to the harvest and the
laborers are few? The call ‘Come unto Me’ is always followed by the com-
mand ‘Go ye’ All Christ ever asked for, we are told, in order to save
the world, was ‘a cross on which to die’ And He died for a lost world.
‘For God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’
When the Master says ‘Go’ to us, He means that He is sharing His cross
and its power to save with us. 2. Because we are stewards of the mes-
sage of the Gospel. It is a message of personal salvation, and the mission
of the Church is the message of the Gospel to lost sinners. Christ was
not primarily interested in reformation, in social salvation, in betterment
of outward conditions; he was inferested first in the redemption of the
individual. Over against the pharisaic law of retaliation Jesus put the
principle of .love and forgiveness. Whereas the Church of His day con-
demned or condoned sin, Jesus came to bring the news that He could
forgive the sinner. What a man! What a message! ‘I am not ashamed
of the Gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation, . .. to
the Jew first and also to the Greek,” Rom. 1,16. ... 4. The greatest power
in the world is the power of prayer, and the most valuable thing to a Chris-
tian is time, and the most dangerous thing in life is money; but the
greatest work in the world is personal work to win souls. And this work
is committed to us as a sacred stewardship. Christ’s program is a chal-
lenging program; our churches have adequate machinery and plenty of
money and plenty of people to accomplish that program. But we are
short on motive and definite, personal enlistment.” Also Gladstone is
approvingly quoted: “ ‘Sir, talk about the questions of the day! There
is but one question, and that is the Gospel. That can and will correct
everything.’ ”

Buttrick not only missed the lessons of the parables, but the very
fundamental doctrines of the Christian religion. Long’s presentation is
decidedly Christian. In his attempt, however, to make the most of steward-
- ghip, Long does not confine himself to the tertium comparationis of the
parable; yet he presents much valuable material, which may serve as
food for thought and find a place in the pastor’s pulpit work.

JouN H. C. FrITZ.
BOOKS RECEIVED.

From Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.: —

Proceedings of the Thirteenth Convention of the English
District. Vol. 1931, No. 1. 76 pages. Price, 21 cts. Doctrinal essay:
“Modernism in Religion,” by Prof. H. B. Hemmeter, D. D.

Proceedings of the Fifty-Ninth Convention of the Michigan
District. Vol. 1931, No.2. 84 pages. Price, 16 cts. Doctrinal essays:
“Christian Training in the Home” and “Christian Education and Training
by the Congregation,” both by Prof. Ed Koehler.

Reunundfiinfsigiter Shnodalberidht Hed Midiigan-Dijtrilts. Jahroang
1931, Rr. 3. 71 Seiten. Preis: 16 €18, Referate: ,Die driftlide Critehung im
Elternhaufe” und ,Die drifflihe Graichung feitens ber Gemeinder (das englifdhe
Referat im Yuszug). Refetent: Prof. €d. KbPhler



960 Book Review. — Siteratur.

Proceedings of the Seventeenth Convention of the Atlantic
District. Vol. 1931, No.4. 68 pages. Price, 30 cts. Doctrinal essays:
“The Office of the Public Ministry,” by Pastor Fred H. Lindemann, and
Die Aufgabe der Kirche in der Welt, by Pastor Paul Woy.

Curriculum in Spelling for Lutheran Schools. Prepared under
the Direction of the Curriculum Committee of the Board of Christian
Education of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States.
By H. A. Mertz and W. A. Siems. 16 pages, 814, X11. Price, 20 cts.

Curriculum for the Teaching of Science in the Lutheran Ele-
mentary Schools and Suggestions for Its Use. By J. E. Potzger, M. A.
42 pages. Price, 50 cts.

Proceedings of the Thirty-Fifth Convention of the Ontario
District. 1931. Doctrinal essay: “What Can We Do to Give Our Children
the Proper Christian Training?” by Prof. W. 0. Kokn, D. D,

Northwestern Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wis.. —

Questions on Christian Topics. By Carl Manthey-Zorn. Third
edition. Price, 60 cts.

Richard R. 8mith, Inc., New York: —

Great Sermons by Young Preachers. Compiled by Edward L.
Keller. XII and 244 pages, 5X7%,. Price, $2.00.

National Publishing Oo., Philadelphia: —

Teen Age Talks. Timely Topics for Teachers and Pastors. By
Rev. Marion Gerard Gosselink, M.A. X and 165 pages, 5X7%. Price,
$1.50.

Quotable Poems. An Anthology of Modern Verse. Compiled by
Thomas Curtis Clark and Esther A. Gillespie. Prolog by Joseph Fort
Newton. 373 pages, 514, X7%. With Subject Index, Index of Authors,
Index of Titles, and Index of First Lines.

Neue Kirdlidre Seitfdrift. Herausgegeben von Foh. Bergbolt, TH.
b. Babhn unb Qudw. Jhmels Deidert, Qeipsig. 42. Jabrgang. 8. Hefi:
W, BVollrath: ,Ein Grlanger Theologe (Ph. Badmann); Gerh. v, Rad: ,3Jelt
unb Qabe#; §. Gberlein: ,Jur Frage dber Dimonifden im Neuen Teftament«;
Beitfdriften-Rundidau, — 9. Heft: A. Salewifi: ,Die Sendbung JEfu bei Bern:
bard b. Glaitbaur in ber ,Theologie ber Gegenivart's; W, Gupmann: ,Wus
{dwdbijhen Tduferatteny, 1. Teil; H. Gberlein: ,Die Frage ber Dimonifden im
Reuen Teftaments (Shlug); Jeit{dhriften-Rundidau.

Theologie der Gegentvart, SHerauSgegeben bon Beth, Eberhatrd u a,
Deidert, Seipzig. 25, Jabrgang. 8. Heft: Gerh. Heingelmann: ,Neuerjdeinungen
iiber Religionsphilofophie und Dogmatit.s — 9. Heft: H. Renbtorfi: ,MNeue Qite:
vatur auf bem Gebiet ber praftifhen Theologie®; L. Roft und W. Eidrodt: ,Neu=
evjdeinungen quf bem Gebiet bes Wlten Teftaments.”

Please Take Notice.

Kindly consult the address label on this paper to ascertain
whether your subscription has expired or will soon expire.
“Dec 31”7 on the label means that your subscription has ex~
pired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly in order
to avoid interruption of service. It takes about two weeks before
the address label can show change of address or acknowledgment
of remittance. :

When paying your subscription, please mention name of pub-
lication desired and exact name and address (both old and new, if
change of address is requested).

CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louis, Mo.





