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fiir Die paftorale Werforgung bder deutid)-englijhen Eemeinden fih an
tm Qande Geborne zu Hhalten. Yud) der Breflum-Kropper Vorftand er-
fennt an, dap angefihtd bder verdnderten Rage Ddritben ein Wbbau bdes
deutjden Seminars vielleicht nidht langer zu vermeiden fei. Bubem liegen
der Verfammlung Unirdge bor, die darauf abzielen, daf Hinftig alle Pa=
ftoren im Rande audgebildet iwerden follen. Die RKirdje bdanit Gott fiir
alle Segnungen, die er ihr durd) den Dienjt Kroppd und Breflums Hat
guteil erden laffen. Gie erfennt danfbar an, wad jie den Griindern,
%o0h. PVaulfen und Ehr. Jenfen, {huldet, dagu denen, die gleid) jenen {o biel
gearbeitet und geopfert Haben im Dienft der RKirdge. Die Crziehungs=
behorde ird ermacdhtigt, eine freundihaftliche Lojung der Werbindung mit
Sropp=Breflum einguleiten.” Dad Seminar wird dbaher im Lauf des Jahres
1931 gejdjlofjen. Den Stubdierenden fteht der Weg in ein amerifani{des
oder canadijed Seminar fiir den Ubjhluf ihres Studbiums offen.”

. PB.

KQatholifder Bifdof in Berlin, Jn einer Mittetlung in der ,Luth.
Rirdengeitung” lefen fir: ,Nad) faft vierhundert Jahren Hat nun die
Ddeutjde Reichshauptitadt Berlin ieder einen fatholijden Bijdof. Wie bie
‘Tagesprefle berichtet, urde Monjignore Chriftian Sdreiber am 31. Yuguft
als Bijdhof der iviederhergeftellten ¥atholifhen Dibgzefe Verlin feierlich auf
Den Thron erhoben. Dad Ymt war feit dem Jahre 1544 nid)t mehr befebt
getwefen. Der lebte Bifdhof war Matthiad von Jagow, der gur Jeit der
Reformation aud der fatholifhen Kirde ausjdhied und zum Luthertum iiber-
trat. Die Didzefe wurde unter dem im leBten Jahr zujtandegefommenen
preufif@en RKonfordat, fiir dad jid) der nunmebrige papitliche Staats-
jefretdr und damalige papftliche FMumtiud in Deutfdhland Pacelli {o ftark
eingefeBt Hat, erneut in3 Reben gerufen. €3 ift bies eine Crneuerung der
alten Didzefe Brandenburg, die im Jahre 948 unter dem damaligen Kaifer
Otto gegriindet fpurde.” R/

CGudariftifer KRongrefp in Jrland. Der ,Chriftl. Upologete” teilt
mit: ,Jeland trifft BVorbereitungen auf den Cudariftijhen Kongref, der
1932 im Juni in Dublin abgefhalten twerden {oll und zu dem man allein
aud Ymerifa 100,000 Teilnehmer erivartet, braudt aber amerifanifdes
®eld, um ihn durdfithren zu fonnen. Dies ift von William McCarthy,
bem Erefutivfefretdr ber Catholic Travel League, der foeben aug Jrland
guriidgefehrt ift, o er bad Feld gepriift Hat, mitgeteilt worden. McCarthy
jagt, verfdjiedene Chicagoer RKapitaliften intereffieren fich) fitr Jrland, be-
jonberd fiir Dublin, fwo fie einige moberne Hoteld bauen mwollen.”

@
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Christ and His Men. By Olfert Ricard. Translated from the Danish
by Harold C. Jensen. Published by the Central Committee of Young
People’s Leagues in the Danish Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. 1930. 329 pages, 8X5%. Price, $1.50.

The author of this book, who died some time ago, was pastor of

a large Lutheran congregation in Copenhagen, Denmark. The foreword

by Dr. John R. Mott says that he gradually came to be regarded as the
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most outstanding Danish preacher of his time. For twelve years he
wags at the head of the Young Men’s Christian Association in his ecity,
and this book, having its origin in lectures delivered before young
people, was written to bring Christ closer to the youth of our day.
Though it treats of Christ’s life here on earth, it iz not intended to be
a life of Christ, but rather what onme might call an interpretation,
the author stressing what appeared most significant to him. He says
in the introduction that he has studied Jesus and His disciples “from
the standpoint of what modern religious psychology can teach us”; he
endeavored “to read between the lines, guessing at motives and thoughts,
tracing spiritual development both in Christ and in His closest friends
by comparing their words and thoughts with our own experiences.”
This suffices to show that Pastor Ricard ventured on dangerous ground,
to say the least, pursuing a path which skirts the bog of rationalism
and which, unless great caution is exercised, leads the wanderer directly
into the morass of irreverence and Arianism. While the book is a bril-
liant production, fascinating through the freshmness of its thought and
the poetry of its language, it is mnot free from serious doctrinal faults.
Several of these, it is true, have been pointed out in footnotes by the
Central Committee, which is responsible for the publication of the work
in English, but not all objectionable passages have been marked. The
author here and there, perhaps to show that he had an eye and ear for
the problems of young people, indulged in unwarranted criticism of con-
servative Christianity and the Lutheran Church-—a course which cer-
tainly did not help the cause of the truth. As his connection with the
Y. M. C. A. indicates, he was more liberal than the New Testament per-
mits, and this attitude is more than once reflected in the book. The
great cardinal teachings of the deity of Christ and the vicarious atone-
ment are taught in the book, although not with that joyful proclama-
tion of Seripture truth which characterizes Lutheran theology. The
translator has succeeded in giving us a work that is written in fluent
English and preserves the color and picturesqueness of the original.
‘W. ARNDT.

The People’s Bible Encyclopedia. Biographical, Geographical, His-
torical, and Doctrinal. Edited by Charles Randall Barnes, A.M.,
D. D., with a Supplement by Melvin Grove Kyle, A.M., D.D. The
People’s Publication Society, Chicago. 1924. (Nore.— This work
is sold exclusively on subseription through canvassers and cannot
be purchased from hook dealers.)

Here is a Bible encyclopedia over which every conservative theologian
and Bible-student may well rejoice, especially in view of the fact that
recent years have produced little, outside of the Bible Dictionary by Davis,
that was written from the standpoint of the believer in the truth of Scrip-
tures. This Bible Encyclopedia, on the whole, is so written, compiled,
and edited. The present reviewer took time to examine a great many of
the articles very carefully and was pleased to find that even in the
majority of the doctrinal articles the main points are correctly given.
Naturally enough, one may expect some statements in this division to be
somewhat weak, as when we read under the caption “Kingdom of Christ”:
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“The prayer ‘Thy kingdom come’ is not only for the increasing effect of
the Gospel, but for the complete realization of the power of Christ in
the world,” which has at least a strong millenarian tinge. The article
on “Kenosis” seems to favor the notion, on Phil. 2, 6, of the “laying aside
of something that Christ possessed as a divine person in His preexistent
state,” a view which clearly does not agree with the context in that
passage. The article on “Faith” is likewise weak and inadequate, since
it does mnot bring out clearly the essence of justifying faith — resting
one’s trust in the atonement wrought by Christ.— On the other hand,
the historical and geographical articles are uniformly good, more so
than the introductory articles to some books of the Bible, e. g., to the
Song of Solomon. As for certain statements concerning the chronology
of the Old Testament, of the time of Jesus, and of the life of Paul, they
may easily be corrected, and probably will be in a future edition of the
book. Thus Abraham did not leave Charran only at the death of his
father; for that would have made him 145 years old, whereas the Bible
says that he was only 75 when he reached the Land of Promise. In the
article “Jesus Christ” the birth of Christ cannot be placed at 4 B.C.;
for that would place the slaughter of the innocents after the death of
Herod, which is obviously impossible. Also the conversion of Paul can-
not be placed as late as 37 A.D.; for we now know the date of Paul’s
sojourn in Corinth and of the so-called Council of Jerusalem, on the
- basis of which simple subtraction will place his conversion four or five
years earlier.— But, after all, these discrepancies are of a minor nature,
like others that could be listed, and they do not for a moment detract
from the general excellence of the book. In fact, it may be said that
Dr.Kyle, in the supplement, has often brought the Lutheran viewpoint
in a special paragraph, so that this Bible Encyclopedia may well be used
also by Sunday-school teachers and Bible-clags leaders. Concerning the
points criticised above, there is enough material in our own literature
(Drewes, Introduction to the Books of the Bible; Schaller, Book of
Books, etc.) to give the correct understanding. — A special feature of
the book of about 1,300 pages, 6X9, is an appendix containing a Glossary,
a Pronouncing Dictionary, a Tabular View of the Prophets, the Parables,
the Public Life of Jesus, and a good Biblical Atlas with Index.
P. E. KRETZMANN.

Beitidrift fiir fyjtematijhe Theologie. Herausdgegeben in Verbindung mit
Paul Althaus, Crlangen, Emanuel Hir{d, Gdttingen, und
Georg Wehrung, Halle 0. S, von Karl Stange, Gdttingen.
Drud und Verlag von €. VertelSmann in Giitersloh, 7. Jahrgang. 834
Seiten 6% X9%. Preis ded Jahrgangs: M. 20.

Grites Bierteljahrdheft. 192 Seiten. Jnbhalt: Sommerlath: Humanitit und
Chriftentum. Wenbdland: Jur Grundlegung der driftliden Sosialethif. Stange:
Quthers Theorie vom gefellidhaftlihen Leben. SHermann: [uthers Thefe ,Geredht
und Siinder jugleidh”. Neve: Was ift ausd unferer alten Shmbolif geworden?

Bweites Bierteljahrsheft. 198 Seiten. Jnbalt: Wlthaus: Die Frage desd
Gpangeliums an das mobderne Judentum. Riemer: Der Sinn der evangelijhen
Predigt. Stange: JIEfu BVerhdltnis ju den anbdern Religionsftiftern. Wehrung:
{iber Grofe und Problematif de§ deutjdhen Idealidmus. Npgren: Egoismus und
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Religion. Niedermeier: Dasd allgemeine Prieftertum ber Gliubigen und dag geift=
lidge Amt, Wlthous: Jur Frage der ,endgejdidtlichen Escdhatologie”. Stange:
Die QYebensirifte ded Proteftantidmus, — Der Lutherifdhe Weltfonvent in Kopens=
hagen.

Drittes BVierteljahraheft. 206 Seiten. Jubalt: Stange: {iber die Tobes:
frrafe. Sdott: Quthers Qehre bom servum arbitrium in threr theologifdhen Be-
peutung, Unger: Der Unfterblideitsgedanie im 18, Jahrhundert und bei unfern
RKlaffitern. Steubing: Dad Grunbproblem der E8datologie. Fiebig: Der Sinn
ber Bergpredigt. Glafer: Griedhifhe Cthif auf rimifdem Boben und Chrijten-
tum.,  Runeftam: Kivde, Wort und Tradition, Kepler: Die E3chatologie bed
Wpofteld8 Poulus und die veligitshilblidhe Crienntnis. — Der Lutherifdhe Kounvent
in Kopenhagen.

Biertes BVierteljohrdheft. 230 Seiten. JInbalt: Hir{dh: Jur paulinijden
Chriftologie. Hempel: Vom irrenden Glauben. Wehrung: Religion und Moral,
Peterfon: Die Ginholung ded Kyriod. Hoppe: Der Sinn der Gefelligleit, Alt=
haus: Zum BVerftanbdbnis der Redytfertigung. Hermann: Die Vriifungdftunde des
Sendbungsgehorfams JCfu. Deifjner: Dad Sendungsbewuptiein der Urdriften-
heit. Sommerlath: Die ,Philofophie bes Lebens” und bag Chriftentum,

Q Flhrbringer.

A System of Christian Evidence. By Leander 8. Keyser, A. M., D.D.,
Professor of Systematic Theology in Hamma Divinity School, Wit-
tenberg College. Fifth edition, revised. 304 pages, 51, X8. Price,
$2.25.

It is significant and encouraging that this fine book of comprehen-
sive information in the field of Christian apologetics was entirely ex-
hausted in its fourth edition, so that the publishers, the Lutheran Lit-
erary Board, requested the author to prepare a fifth edition. The author
bas been teaching the subject for many years, besides delivering many
lectures and furnishing scores of articles on salient points connected with
his defense of the Bible truth. The book is divided into five parts: Gen-
eral Notes and Principles; The Bible a Special Divine Revelation; Chris-
tian Theism and Opposing Theories; The Doubter and His Difficulties;
The Failure of Infidelity, and each part is treated in a sufficiently de-
tailed manner for all general information in the field, so that the number
of chapters amounts to twenty-one. A “Selected Bibliography” and a “Re-
cent Book List” complete the book and greatly enhance its value for the
student who wishes to make a more detailed study of any or all sections
of the book. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Great Themes of the Christian Faith. Arranged by Charles W. Fer-
guson. 204 pages. Richard R. Smith, Inc.,, New York.

A prominent Preshyterian pastor said that “ninety per cent. of the
preachers in the American pulpit no longer preach the fact of sin.” The
Rev. Robert G. Lee of Memphis, Tenn., who is one of the contributors to
this new book of sermons, belongs, we are glad to say, to the small ten
per cent. who still believe the fact of sin, the fact of a Savior, the fact
of a sacrifice, and the fact of salvation. These four great facts form the
outline of his sermon on 1 Pet.3,18. It has been a long time since we
have read a sermon by a non-Lutheran preacher that so clearly presents
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the facts of sin and salvation and who, in doing so, quotes many per-
tinent Scripture-passages. In these days of apostasy it does one’s heart
good to read such a sermon. It is too bad that the sermon is marred by
one short paragraph, in which the preacher says: “None are saved by Bap-
tism nor by partaking of the Lord’s Supper. Both of these ordinances
are symbolical and memorial. They do not save or help save a soul.
A thousand times could one be baptized, but unless his faith rests in Christ,
who ‘bore our sins in His own body on the tree,” he could not be saved.
Though one partakes ten thousand times of the Lord’s Supper, unless
he trusts in the substitutionary death and meritorious righteousness of
Jesus Christ, he cannot be saved. The ordinances are not vehicles of grace.”
We might, to use the same logic, say that, if a man a “thousand times”
or “ten thousand times” reads his Bible or goes to church and hears the
Word of God, but does not believe, he cannot be saved; but that would
not go to say that the Word of God is not a means of grace.— Not all
the other sermons in this new book can be called good preaching, either
from the viewpoint of theology or that of homiletics. For a Lutheran
preacher they cannot serve as models. J. H. C. FrITZ.

Follow Jesus. By William Dallmann, D. D. Second Edition. North-
western Publishing House, Milwaukee, Wis. 300 pages, 5X7%.
Price, $1.50. Order from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

The key-note of this book of addresses or meditations is given in the
first sermonet: “The Greatest Invitation in the World.” All other medi-
tations of the book are subsidiary to the exposition offered under the text
Matt. 11,28. The book is written in the well-known style of the author,
with many epigrammatic sayings and illuminating illustrations taken
from history and literature. There are thirty-six applications of the
motto of the book, covering every circumstance and the outstanding
virtues of the Christian’s life. The applications are natural and to the
point, thus stimulating the careful reading of the book.

P. E. KRETZMANN.

American Lutheran Hymnal. Music Edition. Compiled and edited
by an Intersynodical Committee. Lutheran Book Concern, Colum-
bus, O. 585 pages, 61,X9%,. Cloth with gilt lettering. Price, $1.75.

This is the new hymnal which will, no doubt, be adopted by the
united synods forming the American Lutheran Conference. It originated
in the Ev. Luth. Synod of Iowa and Other States; in response to an
urgent invitation extended by that synodical body to all Lutheran
synodical groups in America, representatives of eight synods met in
Chicago in 1921 and organized the Lutheran Intersynodical Hymnal Com-
mittee, which compiled and edited this book under the leadership of
Rev. E. Poppen.

The mnew hymnal, published now after nine years of painstaking
effort, contains many excellent features that will readily recommend it
to American Lutherans. The mechanical make-up of the tune edition,
which is before us, is good, the print is clear and attractive, and the
contents are rich and varied. Altogether the book contains 650 hymns,
most of which are found in the English hymnals in use in American
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Lutheran churches at this time. However, many German and Scandi-
navian hymns appear in new or revised translations, and Luther’s battle-
hymn is offered in two different versions. There are also entirely new
lyrics, by Rev. W. Schuette, Miss Anna Hoppe, and others. This is
a somewhat daring departure from established usage, but it is at least
somewhat justified by the demand of special songs for particular oc-
casions. Five exhaustive indexes, of subjects and seasons, meters, tunes,
processionals and recessionals, and first lines of hymns, facilitate the
finding of hymns and tunes. The contents of the liturgical portion of
the hymnal offer complete and various forms for every possible service:
The Common Service for Morning Worship, Matins, Vespers, the Holy
Communion, the Creeds, the Litany, the Scripture-lessons, Introits, Col-
lects, and Graduals, the Passion History, etc. Besides the common ser-
vice the former Ohio Synod services are given complete. The Order of
the Evening Service is offered with both the Gregorian and the Anglican
music. A Short Form of the Order of Afternoon or Evening Service is
also provided. Various facilities have been supplied for the adaptation
of the Forms of Service to the various seasons of the church-year, for
which both the pastor and the congregation must feel grateful. Thus
every attempt has been made to supply the churches interested in the
matter with a better and more serviceable book of devotion. Just how
much the individual student of liturgics will agree with, or differ from,
the judgment of the Hymnal Committee depends largely on his sub-
jective opinion and his historical background. The reviewer is con-
vinced that this new hymnal presents advantages over its many prede-
cessors with regard to both form and contents. J.T. MUELLER.

25 Jahre fegendreidjen Wirfensd der treulutherifden Kirde in Argentinien.
Gin furzer Ritdblid. Redafteur: P. €. F Triinow. Drud: Casa
Publicadora Concordia. 87 Seiten 414X 6%,. Preid: 30 €18. Ju be=
siehen bom Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

Hier Haben wiv ein fleines Biidhlein, gefdmadboll gebunbden, mit Titel in
Silberdrud, dag jum Jubildum unfever Wrbeit in Wrgentinien von Der dortigen
Paftoralfonferens Herausgegeben worben ift. Der Inhalt des Budhes Bt fich
am Deften dharafterifieren durd) WUngabe der Beitrdge und ihrer Verfaffer: Was
ijt bie Miffourifynode? (Prof. B. H. Crgang); Wie fam die Miffourifynode dazu,
aud) in Wrgentinien firdhliche Wrbeit ju beginnen? (Prof. A. T. Kramer); Unfere
Gemeinden in Oft=-Cntre Riod (P. &. H. Bedmann); Unfere Gemeinden in Wejt=
Gntre Riog (P. Ubolf Dilley); Unfere Gemeinben im Siibgebiet (P. ©. O, Kra-
met); Unfere Miffion in Buenod ires (Prafed @. Hitbner); Borpojten unferer
Miffion (P. €. F. Tritnow); Spanifde Miffion (P. €. F. Triinow); Shriften=
miffion (P. A, €. Krdger); Sdularbeit in unfern Gemeinden — Jugendarbeit
(Qehrer F. €. Groth); Unfer Colegio ju Credpo, Cutre Riod (P. Luis Martin);
Sdlupwort (Prifes . Hitbner). Sdlieplidh findet fih nod) eine Lifte von Pa-
jtoren und Paftorenfrauen, die wiahrend der lehten fitnfunbiwanzig Jahre in
Yrgentinien geftorben find. Dad Bitdhlein ift e8 wirflih twert, dap jeder, der fidh
fiir bie Tutherifche IMiffion intereffiert, e8 genau durdylieft. Die beigegebenen
Sluftrationen fithren nod tiefer in dad BVerftandnis der Wrbeit ein. Der HErr
hat durd) unfere Wrbeit in ber grofen {itbamerifanijhen Republif Grofes getanm,
und e8 lohnt fid), feinen Spuren ju folgen. P.C Kregmann,
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Rirchlides Jahrbud) fiiv die evangeliffen Landestirden Deutihlands 1930.
Gin Hilfsbud sur Kirdenfunde der Gegentvart. Jn Verbindung mit
@eneraljuperintendent Prof, D. Dr. Martin SGtan in Breslaw,
Direftor D. Martin Ulbrid in Magdeburg- Gracan, Miffions=
direftor Dr. 3. Freptag in Hamburg, Miffionsdireftor D. bon Har=
Ting in Qeipsig, P. Rouftantin Frid in Bremen, P. €. Bunte
in Berlin, Pfarrer D.Dr.&Gubert in Berlin, D. Mumm, M. db. K.,
und Dr. Jago in Berlin, Oberfonfiftorialvat D. R. W, Sdhreiber
in Berlin Herausdgegeben von T D. §. S dhneider in Berlin, Oberfon=
fiftortalrat 1. R., Honorarprofefjor in der theologifdhen Fafultdt der Uni:
perfitdt Berlin, 57, Jahrgang. Drud und BVerlag von €. Bertelsmann
in Giitersloh). XV unbd 568 Seiten 6X8Y%,, in Qeintwand mit Ritfen= und
Deceltitel gebunden, Preid: M. 20.

Diefes befannte und ausfithrliche Jahrbud) fitr die evangelijdhen Lanbesd=
firen Deutithlands erjdeint nun jum leftenmal al8 die Urbeit D. F. Sdhnei:
bers, der im Jahre 1894 jum erftenmal dag bon feinem Bater begritnbete Werd
hat ausgehen unbd bann fiebenunddbreiffig tveitere Jahresbdnbe hat folgen laffen.
Dad Jahrbudh tourde im Qaufe der Feit immer ousfithrliher und grifper, und
Sdhneider twurde im Jahre 1918 jum Hilfsarbeiter fiir firdlidhe Statiftif im
ebangelijen Oberfirdenrat berufen und einige Jahre danad)y Vrofeffor in der
theologifhen Fafultit der Univerfitit Werlin mit dem Lehrauftrag fiir Kivden=
funbe. Bor einigen Monaten, am 12, uguit 1930, fourde er unertvariet aus
diefem Reben abgerufen im Wlter von dretundfiebzig Jahren (er war am 7. Juli
1857 geboren), Man fann wohl jagen, dafy er die ¥rdliche Statiftif tm weiteften
Sinne bes Worted al8 befondered Fad) begriindet und erfolgreid) bdavgeftellt hat.
Gt wufte gemau, daf man mit fatiftijhen Jahlen verhlngnisvolle Spielevet
tretbenn und ein falfthes Bild entwerfen fann. Darum ivar er aud) an feinem
Fetle auf Genauigfeit bedbacht, und ald wir einmal Vervanlaffung Hatten, mit ihm
und audeinandersufesen itber eine befondere Titigleit der Miffourifynode, die ex
nidt vidhtig dargeftellt hatte, nahm er diefe Burediftelung an. Gr Hhat aud) bie
Bedeutung der jubverliffig darjtellenden Statiftif nidt itber{ihast und hat mehrere
Male in fritheren Jahren und aud) in dem vorliegenden BVanbe fidh gegen den
Borourf ausdbritdlid) beriwahrt, als fet eine gute Statijtif an fih {hon ein Jeiden
wahren inneren Lebend der RKirde. Die Statiftif war ihm nie dber Ruhm der
Kivde, fondern ftets Warnung und Unfporn fitr ihre Wrbeit. Und darum Haben
wir aud) fein Jahrbud) {Hon feit Jahren Hodhgefhikt, obwohl er theologifd
burdiaus ftaatsfivhlicdh gerichtet twar. Uud) filr den bvorliegenden Band Hat er
nod) bie eigentlidhe firdhliche Statiftif bearbeitet, aber fiir befondere Gebiete, toie
fdon frither, befihigte IMitarbeiter Herangezogen, {o itber Jnnere Miffion im
beutjdldndifdhen Sinne ded Wortes, {iber die deutjde evangelifhe Heidenmiffion,
itber Juden und Judbenmiffion, itber Hrdhlihe Beveine, iiber das evangelifche Uus-
lanbbeutihtum in andern Qindern Guropas, in Wfien, Ufrifa, Siidamerifa und
Auftralien und itber bdie Sfumenifhe Bewegung der Gegentvart; iiber die Ffirdh=
fidye Beitlage hat er {elbft die einzelnen RKapitel gefdhrieben. Bei den theologifdhen
Ausfithrungen und Urtetlen wirb man Hfters verfdiebener Meinung fein, be=
jonders aud) in dem SKabpitel iiber bdie dfumenifhe BVewegung der Gegenivart;
aber ber Hauptivert des Budped Iieqt eben in ber Statiftif und in der gebotenen
Tberficht. L Fiédrdbringer,
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Miracles under Fire. By Ludwig von Gerdtell, Ph. D. 160 pages,
514 X7%. The Bethany Press, St. Louis, Mo. Price, $1.50. Order
from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

This new apologetic of miracles proceeds on the conviction that
whoever admits the miracles of the New Testament “must concede the
reality of the revelation and ultimately the truth of the whole Bible”
(p-46). “If the miracles are legends, then the Gospel both in its own
apostolic age and in any other would be the greatest fraud in human
history and would abide so, even if every one in every age had devoutly
believed it” (p.15). “Either both Jesus and His miracles are historical
reality, or both are legendary” (p.9). In a later volume Dr. Gerdtell in-
tends to treat miracles from the standpoint of philosophy; in Miracles
under Fire he treats the evidence according to the principles of histor-
ical science. In order to make every possible concession to the critical
attitude, he founds his arguments primarily on the four epistles the
genuineness of which is accepted even by the most extreme critics; First
and Second Corinthians, Galatians, and Romans. He proves that the
witness of these documents “is unanimously and overwhelmingly in favor
of miracles” (p. 37). About one half of the book is devoted to the evi-
dence for the historical character of Christ’s resurrection. The older
arguments for this position are presented with great force, and in ad-
dition to these Dr. Gerdtell introduces proofs from modern psychology
as striking as they are original. Hume’s famous argument against
miracles is skilfully turned against the skeptic himself (p.118). The
death of Judas is viewed as clear evidence that the miracles of Christ
were genuine (pp.128—148).

Dr. Gerdtell, trained in German universities, was formerly a Lutheran
and is now a member of the Disciples. THEO. GRAEBNER.

Beyond. What the Poets Say about Immortality. Edited by Sherman
Ripley. 171 pages, 5X7. Price, $2.50.

This book does not live up to its title nor to its foreword. It is not
an anthology of Immortality, but of Death; nor does it offer true “com-
fort to the bereaved.” When the reviewer took up the book, he expected
to find within its covers some of the classics on Heaven and Immortality,
only to be disappointed. The collection brings principally such poems as
represent the thought of materialistic philosophy. It is not expressive,
therefore, of the best that has been written in English or that can be found
in the classical English translations. The majority of poems are simply
vague gropings of the human mind that can only speculate regarding the
hereafter. One looks in vain for such gems as “Jerusalem the Golden” or
Longfellow’s version of Simon Dach’s O wie selig seid ihr doch, ihr From-
men. However, if a pastor desires poetical material to use by way of il-
lustration in his sermons to show the utter hopelessness of natural man’s
theology in the face of death, he will find plenty of examples in this volume.

W. G. PoLACK.
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Die mandiifdye Neligion und dag Chriftentum. BVon D. Iohannesd Behm.
A, Deidjertidhe BVerlagdbudhandlung (D. Werner Sdyoll), Leipzig. 34 Sei-
ten 534 X9. Preis, geheftet: M. .50; gebunden: M. 1.

Jn ber gegentvdrtigen veligionSgejdidtliden Forjdung {pielt die alte, aber
bi8 in die Gegenvart reidjende manddijde Religion in Paldftina und BVabylonien
und ihr Werhdltnid jum Chriftentum eine iemliche Rolle und twird biel bver:
handelt. JIn dem vorliegenden orientierenden SHefte twird nun gezeigt, dap der
Manddidmus nidhts anbered ijt ald eine Gnofis, die {dhon von bem Johannes-
ebangelium befdmpft wird, und daf die Crldfungslehre der mandiifden Religion
nidht dbie Crldfungslehre des Chriftentums ift. Freilid) {ollte die Juriidiveijung
ped Jrrtumd nod) diel entfdyiedener gefdehen, al8 e8 hier der Fall ijt.

Q Firbringer.
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