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sie rechte Christen sollen sein, sondern  Predigt. — Apologie, Art. 24.
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nidgt Sdritt Hielten. €3 fann nidht genug betont werden, daf unfer Dienjt
auf dem IMiffionsfeld feine beliebige Wohliat- ijt, bei der e3 lebien Enbded
gleidgiiltig ivdre, ob fvir jie brauBen oder in Deutfdland den Bediirftigen
eriveifenr, jondern e3 fallen bdraupen jebt Enifdeidungen fiir oder gegen
pag EYhriftentum, bdie ihre Folgen fiiv die Chriftenbeit der gefamten Welt
baben fverden. €3 geht wirflid) um unfere eigenfte Sade. — Fn Trans-
vaal gibt e3 ein bigher nod) nie erlebted Crivadjen der Volfsftdmme. Jn
Gefufunisland allein {ind e3 itber 50 Hauptlinge, bie nad) Predigern und
Refrern verlangen. Judtlofe, {hwarmerifdge Seften und — mit grohen
Mitteln — bie romifde RKirche bemiifen {ich, die ebangelifde Miffion zu
perdrangen. Nod erflaren die Hauptlinge, daf fie niemand ald ,Merensiys
Miffion’ (die Berliner Mifjion) twollen. Uber die Gefahr, daf fie {id) bald
andern gutvenden, ift fehr grof. Die Miffionardfonferens von Sitdtrans=
baal erbiftet dringend bei der Heimatleifung fitr 1931 twenigjtens 10,000 RM.
itber da3 bisher Vemwilligte. €3 ift Degeichnend fiir die Sparfambeit ber
beutfen IMiffion und fiir ihre wirtidaftlihe Lage, day die Bexrliner Miffion,
bie einen Ctat von fajt 1% Millionen Yat, fiiv diefe verhdaltnidmdhig Heine
Sunune feine Dedung Hat.” F. B.

el
-0
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Der Nhythmus der altteftamentlihen Didtung. Eine Unterfudung itber
bie Pfalmen [—LXXIL. Bon Lic. Arbid Brumno. A Deidhertide
Rerlagsbudhandlung (D. Werner Sdholl), Leipsig. 1930. 352 Seiten
51, X8,

Der Berfaffer, ein {hivedifdher Gelehrier, bietet Hier ein eigenartiges Wert,
feinen Sommentar, jonbern lauter Wusfithrungen fiber den Mhythmus der alt=
teftamentlidhen Didhtung und Unterfudungen bdariiber, denen ber BWerfaffer feit
1923 alle Beit und Kraft, bie ihm fein Beruf iibriggelaffen, getvidmet hat. (S, IIL.)
Die Frage nad) dem TWefen ber Hebrdifhen Poefie ift, feitbem juerit der englifdhe
Gelehrte Robert Qoiwth ein befondered Wert (De Sacra Poesi Hebraeorum) bars
fiber gefdhricben und den Dald gang geldufig getvordenen usvrud parallelismus
membrorum geprigt Hat, allerdingd viel verhanbelt worben, namentlid) in den
Teten breifig Jabrem, nadhpem bder beutfdhe Gelehrie Sievers feine auffehen-
erregenden ,Metrifhen Studien” vorgelegt hatte. Man fieht vielfad) die Grunbd-
form der hebraijdhen Poefie nidht mehr, wie frither foit allgemein, in dem Paral:
felidmug ber Glieber, bon Demen dasd eine die Hebung, dad andere die Senfung
der Rede darjtellt, fonbern il itberall beftimmie Metra nadweifen. Aber bas
ift ein fehr unfichered Gebiet, und gar mande aud) der gegentwdrtigen Forfdher
warnen vor den Wufftellungen diefer Metrifer, und die &ltere Anfidht vom paral-
lelismus membrorum it nod) immer bie befte uund ridhtigite. ewif finden fich
in der hebrdifchen Poefie audy Metra, wo die hebriitjhe Spradhe lange und furze
Silben (quantitierenden Rhythmus) unbd betonte und unbetonte Worte unbd
Silben (afzentuierenden Mhpthmus) aufiweift, gerabe wie fie BVerfe aufsutveifen
hat wie Y. 8, 5: Ma enosch, ki tiskerennu '

U-ben adam, ki tiphkedennu.
Aber fowenig folde Werfe, die fich im Hebrdifhen twegen bed Meihtums feiner
Suffice jo leidht bilben laffen, beabfidhtigt, bielmehr jufdllig find, {o twenig ift
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audy anjunehmen, daf e8 in Dder Hebrdifchen Poefie regelredhte, ben griedhijdh-
fateinifchen Metren vergleichbare BVerdmake gegeben habe. Nimmt man itberall
beftimmte Metra an in der hebrdijden Poefte, su der tn neuerer Jeit Hjters audy
bie prophetifhen Biiher und mande Ab{dnitte in den hiftorifden Sdriften ge=
redhnet werden, {o geht e8 ohne die tollften Gemwaltjiveihe nidht ab. Man vergiht
gans, daf im Morgenland, iwie bas audy aud dem rabifden befannt ijft, Poefie
und Profa nidt jo jdHarf gefdieden find twie im Ubendland.) Um Metra Her=
suftellen, Hat Bidell, ein befannter Werireter biefer Theorie, in den Pfalmen
sirfa 2,600 Silben befeitigt oder Hingugefiigt und 3,811 DVofalverinderungen
porgenommen.2) AIB Pro¥jd die ,alten Sagenerzihlungen” der Genefis metrifd)
lefen toollte, jagte Dblfder gegen ihn mit beredhtigtem Spott: ,Jdh made mid
anbeifdhig, in gleidher Weife mit ben nbtigen Streidungen und Cradnzungen
aud 3. B, Grimms MWirdhen in bem angeblid) epifhen BVersmaf dber Hebrier, dem
bon Sievers erfunbenen ,Siebener’, vorjutragen.”3) Guniel fagt in feiner Pial=
menerfldzung, er habe die ,gegeniviéirtige, von manden beliebte Art, auf Grund
einer von ihnen angenommenen TMetrif den {ibertieferten Tert in ein ITritmmer-
feld ju verivanbdeln, nidht mitgemadhts.4) Und dhnlich urteilt Sellin iiber Roth-
jtein, einen ber ent{dyiedenften Werfedhter der Metrif, und bemertt, daf bei vielen
Plahmen, wenn fein Sdema angewandt wird, nur ein ,Tritmmerfeld” #tbrig-
bleibe.5) So frimmen denn aud, toie Hitli einmal hervorgehoben hat, bie Theorien
und Unjie der Metriler faft nie itbevein, nidht einmal in bejug auf die metho:
difdhen Grundiike, und alle Siderheit in besug auf bdie Tegtiiberlieferung Hort
auf.6) Und e§ flingt faft wie ein {dlechter Wih, wenn Mowindel von 2 Sam.
23, 1—7 tegen be§ unregelmdpigen Metrums und Strophenbaus von einem
»Matfaronimetrum” vedet und von Profjd)’ Verfud fagt: ,Mehrere jeiner Reihen
find allerdingd nur al8 ,Dreier® ju lefen, wenn man bie Jeile entlang fiolpert
und fopfitber hinausftitrst.#7) Der alte, verdiente Hengftenberg hat dbarum mit
gutem Grunbe bet feiner Doftorpromotion bie Thefe verteidbigi: Metris non
adstricta est Hebrasorum poesis,8) unb neben mwarnenden und abiweifenden
Worten von Kinig, Orelli, dem Cnglinder Driver, dem Umerifaner Peters und
anbern, die wir anfilhren fonnten, ertvdhnen wir nur nod, daf der gelehrte
Gnglinber @. B. Gray “emphasizes parallelism as the main and safer
way”.9) — Wenben tir und nun nad) diefen otientievenden LWorten, die iv
einmal in diefer gegentvirtig bielverhanbdelten Sade ausdfpreden twollten, dem
vorliegenden Werfe 3u, das wohl Auffehen maden wird. Brunod Haupttheje ift,
«Da nur bie volltonigen Wirter thythmifhen Wert Haben, daf bie Jahl ber
minbertonigen und tonlofen Silben, dasd heiftt, der Senfungen 3wijdhen den Ton=
filben, gani gleihoiiltig ift und bdaB fomit bon Wersfithen in der Hebriifdhen
Didhtung feine Rede fein fanns, (&.2.) Wber gerade auch feine intenfive Wrbeit
jeigt, wie ber hebrdifdhe Tert, wenn man Metra annehmen will, nidht ohne grofe
Berdnderungen bletben fann; unbd bafitr ift eben bodh fein Grund borhanden,
und biefe BVerdnderungen erden {hlieRlih gang willficlid). Bruno ftelit bie

1) Ezpositor, Sept., 1923, p. 161: “The Mischief of Metrical Theory.”
2) ITheologifdes Literaturblatt, 26, 457.

3) ITheologifdhe Rundichau, 16, 293,

4) Theologifhed Riteraturblait, 33, 414.

5) Ibeologie der Gegentvart, 4, 60.

6) Iheologifder LQiteraturberidht, 31, 170.

7) Beitfdrift fitr altteftamentlide Wiffenidaft, 4, 30.

8) feben, 1, 328.

9) Eazpositor, Nov., 1923, p. 324.
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Behauptung auf: ,Niemand, der mit dem Pialmentert arbeitet, fann ohne Kon-
jefturen ausfommen, mag er Ddie eine oder die anbere rhythmifdhe Theorie be-
haupten oder dag thythmifdhe Problem, twenn dad heute nod) mbglid) wive, gan
beifeitelaffen. ©Oft urteilt man itber ben Buftand ded Tertes {ehr peffimiitifdh,
und gewif ift diefer in feinem eingigen Pialm ganj intaft.” (S.9.) Wber wenn
e3 tirflid {o ftiinde, daf Dder itberlieferte mafjoretifjdhe Tert in feinem einzigen
Plalm unbverfehrt auf und gefommen ift, dann miifite man verzeifeln. Bruno
will nun einen Pialmentert herftellen, der bdie ftrengften Forderungen auf Gefess=
mafpigleit befriedigt, und hat dabei beflere Crfahrungen gemadt. Er fagt: ,Jm
Qaufe der Unterfudung hat fidh mir allerdings immer toieder und immer ftirer
der Gindrud aufgedrdngt, dap der BVeffimismus betreffs ded Pialmenterted nidht
beredhtigt ift. Jm Gegenteil laffen fid) folgende Thefen aufitellen: 1. Faft alles,
was fitr die Refonftruftion ber Pialmen ndtig ift, findet fih im Tegt. 2. Strei-
dungen find — bvon grdBeren Jutaten abgefehen — nur in Fillen deutlider
®loffierung oder Dittographie beredhtigt. 3. Nur wenn die Refonjtruftion dem
Konfonantenbeftande des itberlieferten Tegtes wirflidh nahe fommt, fann fie ol
wahrideinlih gelten. Bor allem ift dad ber Fall, o der itberlieferte Text un-
begreiflih ift. Denn bas bebeutet nur, daf ein Ubjdyreiber, ohne den Tert ju
perftehen, ihn o freu vie mbglid) twieberjugeben verjudht Hat. e verdorbener
ein Tegt 3u fein {dheint, defto vorfidhtiger ift er beSwegen ju dubdern.” (&. 11.)
Wber toie willfiirlid) er verfihrt, mbgen ein paar Beifpiele eigen. Ju Pf. 1,
L. 2: ,Sondern Hhat Quft jum Gefey des8 HCErrn und redet bon feinem Gefey
Tag und Nadt” jagt er: ,Da ,Sefey’ zweimal in diefer Strophe porfommt, liegt
ficger ein Tertfehler bor, wie aud) ber Mhythmus zeigt — e8 fehit ein betontes
Wort.” (S.13.) Uber obwohl nidht der geringfte Grund vorhanbden ift, weshalb
der Didter nidht jveimal dad Wort ,Gefe” im Parallelismus gebraudt Hhaben
fonnte, will Bruno dad Wort dndern, und ftatt N3 foll man dafitr lefen NXT'2,
©o lautet der Bers: ,Sondern feine Quft hat in der Furdht vor Jahve und iiber
jein ®efes finnt Tag und Nadt.” (S.13.12.) Gerabefo mup Pi. 2, 12: ,Kiiffet
den Sohn, dap er nidht iirne und thr umlommet auf bem Wege” gednbdert tverdemn.
Pruno behauptet: ,Ebhenfalls verdorben ift ber Anfang bon B.12. =3 (Sohn)
ijt in dem RKontert finnlosd.” (&.18.) Und nun eriodgt er verjdyiedene Miglich-
feiten und nimmt {dhlieplih Hebrdifhe Wbrter am, die in deutjder iiberfefung
o lauten: ,Raflet lignerifhed Gejdhivds, dbap er nidht zitrne und thr vergeht.”
(8.15.) Wenn e8 irflid fo ftitnde, dbann wiirdbe man befler tun, die BVejdhif-
tigung mit einem {o verdorbenen Tegte aufjugeben. ber e8 fteht, Gott fei Dant,
nidht {o; Der iiberlieferte Tert ded Wlten Teftaments, itber den Gott in befonbders
twunberbarer Weife gewad)t und ju deflen Hittern er die Juben mit ihrer pein-
lihen Sorgfalt und Genauigleit eingefeht hat, ift, von verfdhwindenden Aus-
nahmen abgefehen (die fih aber auch durd) eine bejonnene FTegtiritif bien laflen),
und fidher itberliefert und bildet den feften Grund ded Pherrlidhen Gefang- und
Gebetbud)s des Wlten Teftaments, ausd bem alle Chriften je und je Lehre, Mah=
nung, Crmunterung, Troft und Crquidung gefhopft haben. (Vgl. Quthers be-
rithmte Borrede dazu, XIV, 20.) — Wir jtellen nidht in Abrede, daf dad vor=
fiegende Wert gang intereffante, eingehendbe Studien bringt, aud) gar mande gute
und red)t braudbare Cingelbemerfungen Hat und dap die wortlihe iiberfetung
oft vedht gut getroffen ift; aber ald8 Ganzed miiffen wir e8 ablehnen, und es ift
jdhade um den Lufwand von Fleip und Gelehriamieit, der auf die fo unfichere
Frage bed Metrums verwandt toird, ftatt dap man fid) mit der Crilirung desd
Fertes befaft. QL Flrbringer.
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Studies in Romans. By H. G. Randolph. 87 pages. Price, 35 cts.

Studies in First Corinthians. By O. Gornitzka. 78 pages. Price, 30 cts.
Lutheran Bible Institute, Minneapolis, Minn.

These two pamphlets are designed for a popular study of the Bible.
The authors are Lutheran pastors, teaching at the Lutheran Bible Insti-
tute, Minneapolis, Minn. We are glad to note that sufficient emphasis
has been put on the doctrines set forth in the above-named epistles. The
plan of study is simple, but practical. The chapters are carefully out-
lined, brief notes are given on difficult words and phrases, and review
questions are appended at the end of each chapter. The Studies in Ro-
mans teaches the error of the restoration of Israel. Pastors wishing to
use these studies must somewhat alter them to suit their local needs.

J.T. MUELLER.

Educational Movements of To-Day. An Attempt to Define, Analyze,
and Evaluate Some of the Educational Tendencies of To-day as They
Exist in the Schools of the Church and the Schools of the State,
with a View to Discovering Their Significance for Morality and Re-
ligion. By Walter Albion Squires, D.D. Board of Christian Edu-
cation of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., Philadelphia, Pa.
268 pages, 5 X7Y,. Price, $1.25.

The author is Director of Week-day Religious Instruction of the Pres-
byterian Church and has done a good deal of work in the field of religious
instruction, especially during the last ten years. But frankly, the present
reviewer obtained much more information and stimulation from the pre-
vious books of the same author: The Pedagogy of Jesus in the Twilight
of To-day and Psychological Foundations of Religious Education, than
from the present book. The discussion of principles in the first part of
the book indeed is very interesting, for here the author very ably disposes
of the menace of the anti-Biblical attitude in secondary and higher edu-
cation and just as energetically exposes Freudianism, Behaviorism, All-
port’s Social Psychology, and Pragmatism. There is a fine paragraph on
page 20 on the need of religion in a complete education and on “The Su-
premacy of Jesus” in chapter VIII. It is refreshing to find statements
such as these: “A union between Christian denominations purchased at
the cost of some essential belief about Jesus may be bought at too great
a price” (p.165). “The teaching task of the Church demands teachers
who are instructed and teachers who are skilled, but most of all teachers
who are godly” (p.167). “There is a conception of a child-centered pro-
gram which is incompatible with a Christ-centered program” (p.170 f.).
But the solution offered by the author is practically that of Dr. Athearn,
of Church and State cooperating in a national system of education. He
evidently cannot become reconciled to the idea of a parish-school system,
in which every church-body would take care of its own children. Here
is the weakness of the book. For all attempts to take care of the relig-
jous training of the children on a part-time plan cannot take the place
of the best American system, the bringing up of children in the nurture
and admonition of the Lord, with every subject in the course of study
permeated by the fear of God. P. E. KRETZMANN.
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Sin and the New Psychology. By Clifford E. Barbour, Ph. D. The
Abingdon Press, New York. 269 pages, 5, X78%,. Price, $2.00.

Not only an attempt to point out correspondences between the new
psychology and Christianity, but to bring the two into harmony. Any
one who has but a superficial knowledge of psychoanalysis as represented
in the works of Freud, Adler, Jones, Jung, and others will realize that
there is a great gulf fixed between this view of the ailments of men’s
souls and the Christian ideas of sin and salvation. If a bridge can be
thrown between these two systems, it would be somewhat along the lines
of Dr.Barbour. However, his parallelism is vitiated by the fact that he
frankly accepts the Semi-Pelagian view of sin. “Most of us, like Ar-
minius, prefer the middle course charted by the Semi-Pelagians. While
it is freely admitted that it is only by the grace of God that we finally
attain salvation from sin, yet it must be insisted that man takes the
first step. Man is not totally depraved, but has a spark of goodness; and
if he “follow the gleam,” it will lead him to God” (p.123 ff.). The theme:
As modern psychology has the purpose of setting free the mind from
complexes and inhibitions and thus restoring it to the normal function,
so “freedom from sin is attained, according to the Christian doctrine, by
first recognizing the existence of, and the cause for, sin and subsequent
repentance and acceptance of the guidance of Christ in sanctification”
(p.29). For instance, there is original sin. Stated in the language of
psychology, the first sinmer “left a primordial tendency for evil in the
collective unconscious which influences the lives of all members of the
race, so that all tend to do wrong” (p.138). The greatest of the psycho-
analysts, Freud, agrees. “Psychoanalysis here confirms,” he says, “what
the pious were wont to say — that we are all miserable sinners” (p.136).
The author adds: “Freud is not supporting the Christian doctrine of sin,
but he is underlining the umiversal human tendency to choose ends of
lower moral worth when the possibility exists of following higher ideals”
(p.136). An original and stimulating book, one might even say, remark-
ably sane and sober, but not, as a reviewer in the Lutheran maintains,
“written from a Christian standpoint.” TH. GRAEBNER.

Handreidung fiir Glauben und Leben. BVon Prialat D. TH Trtaub,
Bveiter Vand., Quellverlag der Cvangelifden Gefellihaft, Stuttgart.
204 Geiten 534 X8.  Preid: M. 4.30.

Diefe Unaleften bieten in fedh8 Kapiteln (,Heiliger Geijt, Heiliges Wbenbd-
mahl, Chre, Sanftmut und Jorn, BVom Briefjdreiben, Freundidafts) viel braud-
batre8 Material, €8 finben fich treffende Ausjpriihe und Erilirungen von LJuiher
und andern bewdhrien Sdhreibern, Schlagivorte, illuftrierende Cradhlungen ujt.
Daneben it aber audh mandes Windertertige und Berfehrte aufgenommen
worden. Sdriftfteller wie Goethe und Cmerfon fommen su Worte, Der Wez=
faffer jagt gang vidtig: ,Das Wort vermittelt den Geift”, sitiert babei aber ohne
weiteres F. Gobet: ,Das Wort ift dbad Pringip der objeftiven, der Geift das ber
fubjeftiven Offenbarung.” (S.32.) &.91 beipt e8: ,Das driftlihe Heil wird
bei Qutheranern und Reformierten anbders erfaht und erlebt. Wohl find bie
Unter{chiede nur bejiehungs- unbd gradiveife. Sie hinbern evangelifdhes briiber:
liches Bujammenhalten in feiner Weife.” Und obtoohl die tutherifhe Wbendmahis=
lehre befannt toird, heiht e8 bodh {Pliefslich: ,Mag 3 ,in, mit, unter® jein, mag €3
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andetd jein: Ehriftusd felbft gibt fih uns.” — Folgende Proben mbgen bie gute
Seite des Budesd fenngeidhnen. Dag Kapitel ,Freundidhaft” beginnt mit bem
Saty: ,Gute Freunde rednet Quther jum tdglihen Brot’ und {Plieft mit dem
Wort: ,Mein JE[us ift der befte. Freund.” ,Der Philofoph Wolf in Halle Hried
auf ein Runbdidreiben, das den Senat jum Er{dheinen bei einer Feftlichleit auf-
forderte: ,Vidi, consentio. edod) ba i) mir borgenommten, DeSfelb’gen Tags
bes Nadtmahld su gebrauden, {o toeif i vor meiner Perfon nidht, ob i) werdbe
sugegen jein Idnnen; bod) il i e8 mit meinem Herrn BVeidhtvater iiberlegen.”
(&.77) ,Mit verblitffender Offenpeit fpricht D. Otto Baumgarten eine der bes
bentlihften Folgen de8 mobermen theologijden Betriebes aus: ,Unfere Laien
fonnen fidh gar nidht genug mit der itberzeugung erfiillen, dbaf in diefen Fragen,
obidhon fie ihr Glaubensinterefie {o nabe berlihren, lebiglih bie Kenner ber Re=
ligion8gefdhichte suftindig find.* Das fehlte gerade nodh, dap wir ftatt be3 einen
unfehlbaren Papfted bie vielen NReligionSge{dhidhtsprofefjoren mit ithrem bielen
fidh toiber{prechenven Behauptungen alf Wutorititen in Glaubensfadhen annehmen
miipten!” (&. 71.) THh Engelber,

Glimpses of the Lives of Great Missionary Women. By Paul E.
Kretzmann. Vol. IX of Men and Missions, edited by L. Fuerbringer.
99 pages, 5X7%. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. Price,
40 cts.

This is the ninth mission-brochure of the splendid series of popular
mission-studies edited by Dr. L. Fuerbringer, which ought to find a wide
and blessed use in our Church. They were conceived as practical helps
to foster the missionary spirit especially among our Lutheran youth,
and they serve that purpose in an excellent way. The little volume just
published presents ten biographical sketches of famous woman mission-
aries whose lives were dedicated to the cause of missions among the
heathen. This booklet, we are sure, will be deeply appreciated by our
ladies’ aids and young ladies’ societies, and the attention of our pastors
is called to its timeliness, since we are now considering the expansion
of our missionary enterprises. -The sketches are absorbingly interesting
and full of instructive material. The numerous illustrations in this
volume will be welcomed as a specially desirable feature. These mis-
sionary booklets are now being sold by the hundreds; their sale should
be by the thousands, for they are valuable helps in arousing interest for
our missions. J.T. MUELLER.

The Mind at Mischief. Tricks and Deceptions of the Subconscious, and
How to Cope with Them. By William §. Sadler, M.C., F.A.C. 8.
Funk & Wagnalls Company, New York and London. 400 pages,
6X914. Price, $4.00.

Dr. Sadler has been for twenty years Director of the Chicago Imstitute
of Research and Diagnosis and in his capacity has had much to do with
neurotics and neurasthenics and other patients suffering with nervous
troubles and emotional disorders. He iz a master of psychic analysis
applied for the cure of such sufferers. In The Mind at Mischief he
describes the many ailments of the human mind and nervous system this
side of actual mental derangement or insanity and describes the methods
of treatment applied by the psychic analyst, “embracing suggestion, per-
suasion, instruction, and encouragement, not to mention inspiration and
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assurance on his part, coupled with the necessary discipline which enables
these patients — after the real cause of their trouble has been fully ex-
plained to them — to indulge enough faith, hope, and courage to get well”
(p. 822). It is a book of great practical value for the pastor, opening
up, as it does, the scientific study of phenomena with which also the
minister has to deal in his pastoral work. The reviewer has found in its
pages the explanation of some mysterious “cases” with which he had to
deal in his pastoral practise.

As indicated in the subtitle, Dr. Sadler deals chiefly with those strange
vagaries which have their source and explanation in the subconscious field
of mental activity. It cannot be said that the author allies himself with
any distinet school of psychic analysis. We are interested especially in
his attitude towards the Freudians. While acknowledging the merits of
Freud’s technique in exploring the mind, he has found those methods of
treatment most successful which apply Dubois’s scheme of reeducation —
freely and frankly telling the whole truth to the patient (p.111). He does
not accept Freud’s contention that practically all wishes that are sup-
pressed and seek expression in dream-life are of a sexual nature (p.294).

Naturally, a considerable part of the book is devoted to the various
complexes, which he defines as “a system or group of related ideas and
connected memories which have ‘strong emotional tone’ and which un-
failingly exhibit the power of so influencing our conscious thinking as to
direct our reactions and behavior into certain uniform and definite chan-
nels” (p. 119). The Fear Complex, the Inferiority Complex, the Con-
science Complex, the Maladjustment Complex, all come in for very thor-
ough discussion, and one of the last chapters of the book is devoted to
the methods applied in psychoanalysis in order to locate and dispose of
these trouble-makers,

In the simplest, untechnical language Dr. Sadler takes up the problems
indicated by the terms Projection, Introjection, Hypnotism, and Hysteria.
Cases of double personality, dissociation, and somnambulism are placed
on record, and the relation of Spiritism to these phenomena is pointed out.
Automatic writing, crystal gazing, telepathy, the origin and nature of
dreams, are treated in illuminating chapters. The author has investigated
more than twenty individuals who were trance mediums, and references
to spiritistic phenomena are found scattered through the book. Im his
opinion “many Spiritualists, like our neurotics, are victims of self-decep-
tion; they are not comsciously fraudulent” (p.25). A large class of
mediums “is self-deceived; they are ignorant of the technique of the work-
ings of their own peculiar minds, and while they do not see spirit forms
and do not hear invisible beings of one world delivering messages to the
sojourners of another world, they do, in their own minds, through the
technique of the psychology I have here explained, seem actually to see
the forms and hear the voices which they deseribe to their superstitious
followers. They are deluded by the tricks of their own minds, deceived by
the intricate workings of their own intellects” (p.29). Nevertheless it is
his opinion that about 75 per cent. of commonplace spiritistic manifesta-
tions are frauds — “conscious, deliberate, commercial frauds” (p. 251).
However, he does not exclude the possibility of actual supernatural phe-
nomena and in the appendix records a case which he has been unable to
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account for on purely natural premises. We were interested in Dr. Sadler’s
opinion “that the ultimate solution of the problems involved in the phe-
nomena of Spiritualism (of this sort) will have to be referred to the
theological courts” (p.233), as also in his remark that “to just the extent
that men and women drift away from their belief in the theologic teach-
ings and dogmas of their family church connections, they are likely to
become ready and willing experimenters with Spiritualism in their effort
to solve the problems of an unseen world and a future life” (p.349). He
finds in the dissatisfaction with Materialism an explanation for the present
vogue towards Spiritism and other efforts to get in touch with the in-
visible world beyond the grave. The relation of Spiritism to Hysteria and
Dissociation is illustrated in many startling and altogether convincing
incidents.

Naturally, the discussion often verges upon the religious field. We
cannot agree with the author when he charges the Old Testament writers
with the teaching that “man’s real destiny is limited by the grave” (p. 354),
and his frequent reference to a hang-over in the subconscious mind from
earlier stages of man’s evolution will not be accepted by those who be-
lieve in the account of Creation recorded in Genesis. Really, the oft-
repeated statement in Dr. Sadler’s book that “acquired characteristics are
not inherited” (pp.173.218.244) leaves the evolutionary hypothesis sus-
pended in air.

Concerning the effect of the moving picture even on adults, the author
has this to say: “There is no question in my mind that this tendency
to allow the mind to dwell upon exciting and emotional scenes in the
motion-picture house, this repeated arousal of the strongest emotions that
surge in the human breast, without providing any opportunity for the
mind and body to respond to these emotional urges, represents a real and
very deleterious strain upon the nervous system” (p.73). Concerning the
small family: “An only child is always more subject to embarrassment
and bashfulness of this sort. It is a great misfortune to be raised alone”
(p-139). From his treatment of a case of Religious Complex, a minister
who believed he had committed the unpardonable sin: “He admitted a few
days ago that it was probably true that one who had committed the un-
pardonable sin, whatever it was, would be the last to worry about having
committed it” (p.93). To the man who under the same complex neglected
his family, he quotes the scripture: “A man who does not provide for
his family is worse than an infidel” (p.192), and to another gloomy type:
“Let us develop a religious experience that is based on ‘looking unto Him
who is the Author and Finisher of our faith’” (p.176), and in treating
a case of Conscience Complex: “I have to remind her of the doctrine that
Christ came that our ‘joy might be full’; that we were to ‘cast our burdens
on the Lord’ and ‘rejoice evermore.’ I had to look up a lot of texts for
this woman, such as: ‘A merry heart doeth good like a medicine’ ” (p.182).
A church-worker who worried over her religious prospects was reminded
“that the good Lord had mo more trouble carrying her on top of her
burdens than underneath them; He had to carry them all anyway” (p.191).

The reader is impressed with the wide scope of the author’s experience
and with the advancements of modern psychology in the treatment of
mental disorders. The book reveals hidden misery little suspected by the
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ordinary man and is in fact one great testimony to the truth of universal
depravity, our impulses ever getting the best not only of our reason, but
of our conscience: ‘“Whatever it is that you really and truly long to do,
reason will sooner or later find justification for your doing” (p.73). “We
discover the vast possibilities for malevolent mischief and sinister decep-
tion that exist in the deep confines of the human mind” (p.15). “The
Biblical writer must have referred to the subconscious when he spoke so
understandingly of the human mind, saying: ‘The heart is deceitful above
all things and desperately wicked; who can know it?” (p. 7).
THEODORE GRAEBNER.
BOOKS RECEIVED.
From Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, London: —
What’s Life All About? A Key for Those who Ask the Question. By
Bertha Conde. 271 pages, 5X7%,. Price, $2.00.
From Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, Chicago, London, and
Edinburgh: —
For Average Christians. By Harold B. Shepheard, M. A. 95 pages,
5X71,. Price, $1.25.

From Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich.: —
Calvinism and the Philosophy of Nature. By Valentine Hepp, Th. D.
51, X8. Price, $1.50.

From Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.: —

Bierzehnter Synodalberidit pesd Sitd-JWinois-Diftriftd der €v.-Cuth. Shnobde
von Miffouri, Ohio und andern Staaten. Jabrgang 1930. 92 Seiten.
Preis: 40 €18, Referate: ,Der redifertigende und feligmadende Glaubes
(D. . . Kregmann) und: “Why Do We Subscribe to the Augsburg
Confession after Four Hundred Years?” (P. ®. Beiderivieden).

Proceedings of the Fifty-Sixth Convention of the Central District.
Vol. 1930. 95 pages. Price, 40 cts. Referat: ,Die Gejdhidhte bes Mitt-
leren Difteifig” (P. P. Ciditadt).

PBerhandlungen der Finften Jahresverfamudung Dded Nord-Nebrasfa-
Diftrifts. Jahrgang 1930. 47 Seiten. Preisd: 20 €t8. Referat: ,Die
Cigenjdaften Gottes in threr Unwendung auf bag Chrijtenleben (Prof.
Y. Lat{d).

Proceedings of the Fifth Convention of the Northern Nebraska
District. Vol.1930. 50 pages. Price, 16 cts. Essay: “What a Lu-
theran Christian Should Know about Synod” (Rev. J. Holstein).

Please Take Notice.

Kindly consult the address label on this paper to ascertain
whether your subscription has expired or will soon expire.
“May 381” on the label means that your subsecription has ex-
pired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly in order
to avoid interruption of service. It takes about two weeks before
the address label can show change of address or acknowledgment
of remittance.

‘When paying your subscription, please mention name of pub-
lication desired and exact name and address (both old and new, if
change of address is requested).

CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louis, Mo.





