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Athriftlige Stidte und Landidjaften. III. Antiodheia. Bon D. Dr.
Bittor Sdhulpe, Profefior an der Univerfitit Greifsivald. Mit
95 Abbilbungen. Drud und Verlag von €. Berteldmann in Giitersloh,
1930. XIV unbd 378 Seiten 6X9, in Qeinwand mit Goldtitel gebunbden.
Preig: M. 20.

Der BVerfaffer gilt alg eine der erften, wenn nidht die erfte, Wutoritdt auf dem
®ebiet ber altdhriftlichen Wrdiologie und Topographie. Wir haben {Hon cinen
Band feines umfaffenden Werled itber ,Altdhriftliche Stibte und Landidaftent,
der RKleinafien behanbdelte, bor einigen Jahren in ,Lehre und Wehre” befprodyen,
und nun Hhat er einen meuen, pradtigen Band er{deinen laffen {iber ntiodien
in Syrien. Unter den Gropftidten ded Oftens beaniprudyte Untiodjeia eine be-
fonbere Bedeutung, twie jeder weip, der fidh mit der Weltgefdhichte der dbamaligen
Beit, mit der Hellenifierung der im fhrifjhen Reid) befdhloffenen Frembduvdlfer und
dem griedhifhen Geiftedleben bejhdftigt hat. Und in diefen Boben tritt {hon
frith dag Chriftentum ein. Cin widtiger Teil feiner dlteften Gefdhichte betwegt fich
in ntiodhien, toie Wpoft. 12, 19 ff.; RKap. 13—15; Gal. 2, 11 ff. zeigen. Diefe
Gropitadt war ja aud) der Ort, wo die Glaubigen suerjt Chriften genannt twur-
den, Wpoft. 12, 26. Unbd diefes widhtige und inteveflante Gebiet ftellt nun Sdhulge
par. Der ervjte Teil bes Werfed behanbelt das RKonigreidh Syrien, der jiveite die
romifde Proving Syrien, der dritte die inneven Juftinde, ber bierte die Kirde
und der fiinfte dag Gnbe. Befonders intereffiert unsd natitrlid) der vierte Teil,
o in eingelnen Kapiteln unter anderm dargeftellt iverben ber geiftlidhe Krveis,
die firdyliche WohIfahrispflege, die neue Humanitit, die theologijhe Wiffenjdhaft,
die firdhlihe Kunft, der Untergang ded Heidentums ufw. Dad Bud) ift darum
ebenfo tvertvoll fitr den Gregeten und Wrdydologen wie fiir ben Hiftorifer. [In
pem Rapitel iiber bdie theologifdhe Wiffenfdhaft werden jum Weifpiel folgende
Punfte und Perfonen behandelt: theologifhe Untervichtsanitalten, BVertveter der
theologifhen Wiffenfdaft: Luiianos, Dorotheos, ntiodenijde Schule, Diodoros,
Kheoboros, Polydhronios, Ehrhjoitomos, Theodoretod, Hieronymus, Jeder Theo:
Iog hat fih) {dhon irgenivie mit dem 1 Tim. 5 ausfithrlich be{dhriebenen Witwen-
inftitut befaht. Scdule jeigt vedht deutlich, tweshalb diefes JInjtitut in ber Kirche
falfengelaffen wurde. Gr fdreibt: ,JIm Stande der Witiven Herridhten jur Jeit
de8 Ehryfoftomos” (alfo im vierten Jahrhunbdert) ,iible Jujtinde. Die Mehriahl
waren alte, giftige Sdelterinnen; fie ¥lagen, forbern, dimpfen, two fie ihre
Witnfde nidht erfitllt finden. Keine gonnt der andern etwas. Wei der ufnahme
wird oft leidhtfertig verfahren. Auf diefe Weife gelingt e8 Diebinnen und Be-
triigerinnen, Gingang ju finden. €8 fehlte aud) nicht an foldhen, die ju Ghemin-
nern ein Verhdltnis unterhielten und in dad Familienleben zerjtorend eindrangen.
Denn neben alten befanbden fid) aud) junge Witwen in diefem Kreife, die nod
verfithrerifhe Meize befahen. Sie trieben fid) bettelnd und {dhoagend auf dem
Marfte umber und jdiandeten den Namen Chrifti. Die Mahnung, dap iingere
Frauen in den Stand ber Witwen nidht aufgenommen tverden jollten, {deiterte
an der Wirtlidyfeit, ba gerechterweife dod) immer nur von Fall su Fall ent{dhieden
werben fonnte. Die Kirdje felbft hatte von ihrem asfetijhen Qebendideal aus
ein Jntereffe daran, die jweite Che mbglichft ju Hindbern, was aber erfolgreidh nur
gefdehen fonnte, wenn fie die in diefer Gefahr ftehendben Wittven ausd dem Welt-
Teben Beraugnahm und dem unter ihrer Wuffidht jtehenden ,Stande’ einordnete.
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(S. 239 f) Und foldhe und andere Wusfithrungen tverden aus den Sdriften der
betreffenden Beit, tvie hier aus Chryjoftomos’ ,BVom Priejtertum” und den {o=
genannten ,Apoftolifhen Konjtitutionen” belegt. Und ju der Sdyilberung fommt
nun nod) reider, pridtiger Bilber{dhmud. Dad ganze Werf ift auf Glanspapier
gedbrudt, jo bah fih die JUuftrationen gut abheben, und tvenn man dann auf
Seite 252 f. die Keldje, die Silberfannen, die eudariftijhen Gegenjtinde, die Bud-
bedel uf. betradytet, fo gewinnt man toirlid) eine Yorftellung von dem bda-
maligen Qeben und der damaligen Jeit im alten Wntiodyien.
8 Firbringer.
Familiar Talks with Students of the Greek New Testament. By
Prof. Jacob Van der Meulen, A. M., D. D. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub-
lishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 144 pages, 51,X8. Price, $2.00.
We have found this a very interesting book. Its general scope and
plan reminds one of Robertson, The Minister and His Greek New Testa-
ment, although the contents are altogether different. The author offers
eighteen “familiar talks” on the language, the manuscripts, the transla-
tions, and the canon of the New Testament. In a fascinating manner
he shows that the dry rules of grammar serve to bring out the very life
of the text, help us to grasp its full meaning, and throw an interesting
and novel light on many familiar passages. To acquaint our readers
with the style of the author, we quote a few paragraphs from chapter VI,
“The Greek Tenses,” p. 48 ffi.: “May I suggest here an illustration that
has been very helpful to me in the appreciation of the peculiar significance
of each of these tenses? It is taken from the field of photography. The
imperfect tense is the ‘time exposure.’ The picture was being taken. The
lens was still open. Think of a moving picture, and the idea is quite
up to date.— The aorist is the ‘snap-shot.’ The picture was taken. The
lens snapped, and all was over. There was no progressive action. The
whole thing was the work of a moment. —The perfect is the ‘proof,’ or
the developed picture. We see nothing of the action, but here is the evi-
dence that something has taken place. Here is the effect of the action
continuing still” As an example the author quotes Matt. 9, 2: “They
were bringing him to Jesus,” this imperfect including the detailed descrip-
tion of Mark 2, 1—4. Then he shows how the meaning of the verb would
change, had Matthew employed either the aorist or the perfect. Another
interesting chapter treats the question, Did Jesus speak Greek? We en-
joyed reading the book. TH. LAETSCH.

Beliefs That Matter. A Theology for Laymen. By William Adams
Brown, Ph.D., D. D. Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, N.Y. 1928,
333 pages, 8X5%,. Price, $2.75.

“No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old. If other-
wise, . . . the piece that was taken out of the new agreeth not with the
0ld.” You cannot make the teachings of infidelity and the teachings of
the Bible agree. The resultant theology makes no sense. The theology
of plain infidelity — Jesus was a mere man, and the Bible is wrong in
teaching otherwise — at least makes sense. But the theology of moderate
Liberalism, which would retain the Biblical terms, but give them the
rationalistic meaning, does not even make sense. It puts too much of
a strain on the intelligence of the layman (and of the theologian). No
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intelligent layman will believe that the Bible means what Dr. Brown’s
book would make it mean. The Bible states plainly that Jesus is true
God. Dr.Brown sews this rag on the good garment: “The fact that Jesus
is the supreme self-manifestation of God, revealing God’s purpose for
humanity through the expression of His character in terms of human life,
is expressed in the doctrine of the deity of Christ. . .. When we say that
Jesus is God incarnate, it is our way of reminding ourselves that, in
Jesus, God is teaching us by example. Bible and Church may tell us
in words so plain as to admit of no mistake what we must do to be saved.
But if there had been no Jesus, the telling would not have sufficed. We
must see the ideal life realized in the person of one who has lived it”
(p.106). “When we affirm our faith in the deity of Christ, we mean,
1) that Jesus helps us to understand more clearly than we could have
done in any other way what God is like, and 2) that He helps to make
real to us, as could be done in no other way, what God is doing” (p.113).
“When we say that we believe in the deity of Christ, we do not mean
that God is in Jesus quantitatively, as one can put jewels in a box, but
that He is in Him qualitatively, as the sun’s light is in the sun’s rays”
(p-115). The intelligent layman will refuse to accept the Biblical state-
ment that Jesus is God as meaning that Jesus was in some way like God.
What becomes of the doctrine of the atonement after Dr. Brown has
patched it? “Of man, too, it is true that atonmement is primarily not
something done for him from without, but something that happens within
him” (p.135). “The obedience of Christ on Calvary is not intended to be
a substitute for our obedience, but to help make it possible” (p. 137).
Dr. Brown is ready to accept Professor Machen’s fine statement (Chris-
tianity end Liberalism, pp. 126—128) : “When we come to see that it was
no mere man who suffered on Calvary, but the Lord of Glory, then we
shall be willing to say that one drop of the precious blood of Jesus is
of more value, for our own salvation and for the hope of society, than
all the rivers of blood that have flowed upon the battle-fields of history.”
But the intelligent layman is asked to find this sense in it: “Unless
Christ’s suffering on Calvary was more than a mere example of human
heroism, unless it was the revelation in human form of some deep prin-
ciple inwrought into the nature of things, unless in this whole matter
of redemption through suffering God Himself is concerned, what hope is
there of any future for civilization?” (p. 141.) But what atonement
really means is stated thus: “So we would add to Professor Machen’s
three hymns a fourth, which is necessary to bring out the Christian
doctrine of atonement in its completeness: ‘Must Jesus bear the cross
alone And all the world go free? No, there’s a cross for every one, And
there’s a cross for me.’” (See also the statement quoted above from
page 106.) “Jesus saves us” means: We save ourselves, — that is, if
we are in need of salvation. “As long as man is a religious being, hearing
in the warnings of conscience the voice of One greater than himself, he
will .experience the fact of sin, if not in himself, at least in others, and
be compelled to deal with it” (p.129). Dr.Brown found common ground
with a Mohammedan for the discussion of the doctrine of the Trinity.
“That same evening I chanced to find myself alone with the Moham-
medan. It was suggested that the truth for which the doctrine of the
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Trinity stands was not a recondite mystery concerning the nature of God
in Himself, but the summary of certain facts of which we have first-
hand evidence in experience; namely, the fact that the Supreme Being
whom Mohammedans and Christians alike recognize as Creator has given
us, in the person of Jesus, whom Mohammedans as well as Christians
revere, our clearest revelation of what He is like; and the further fact
that this same God, by His Spirit, imparts to our human spirits intima-
tions regarding the ideal which He wishes us to realize and gives us
strength for the life which He wishes us to lead. When we parted, after
interchange of thought along these lines, it was with the mutual recog-
nition that, great as were our differences, there was a common ground
of religious experience on which we both could meet” (p.171). It cer-
tainly requires superintelligence to follow Dr.Brown. The difficulty in-
volved in the modernistic theory of the Bible is brought out squarely
thus: “But if the Bible records such widely different stages of spiritual
development, how are we to discriminate between them? How can we
tell what part of the Bible is revelation and what is setting?” The lay-
man is bound to ask that question. This is the solution of the difficulty:
“There is one very simple and effective way to do this. It is to bring
everything the book contains into touch with the central personality in
whom its story culminates — the Lord Jesus Christ” (p. 226). That
and nothing more. There is no attempt made to show how this test is
to be applied. All is left to the subjective judgment of the individual.
It is a phrase hiding a void. One more instance regarding the Sacra-
ments: “This experience of discovering God in His handiwork is only
one illustration of a principle of wider application — the presence of God
in all nature. The special sacraments of the water and the bread are
capable of becoming the instruments through which the grace of God
is mediated to man only because all nature has sacramental significance
or, in other words, is itself the outward and visible sign of an inward
and spiritual presence. ... We need some sign to make real to the senses
the spiritual reality in which we believe, the ring to consecrate the mar-
riage bond, the seal to ratify the completed agreement, the flag to typify
the spiritual bond which unites us as citizens of our country. So the
ritual of baptism reminds us of God’s gracious offer of forgiveness, and
the bread and wine of His power to remake and remew” (p. 250).—If
the layman should refuse to accept the impossible theology of Dr.Brown,
Dr. Brown will not quarrel with him. For Dr.Brown is not at all sure
of his case. He does advocate definite beliefs. He speaks of “the need
of definite belief” (p.10), repudiates “the attempts to justify a creedless
religion,” states that “the importance of theology consists in the fact
that it helps us to define the beliefs which make a difference for life,”
and gives his book the title it bears. Yet we find such statements as
these: “So our doctrines about Jesus Christ are true, not because they
present us with final definitions which must be accepted without change
as meaning the same thing to all men, but as pointing us to a reality
transcending all definition, which each generation must experience for
itself” (p.104). “It is just because the sacrament is capable of so many
and such varying meanings that it retains its perennial vitality” (p.275).
Changing truth, changing changelessness! (A future edition of Beliefs
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That Matter should carry as motto these two statements of the Chris-
tian Century, the liberal organ: “Modernism is a different way of ex-
pressing that which is the continuing element in the Christian Church”
[May 14, 1925]. “The Christ of the Fundamentalist is one Christ; the
Christ of Modernism is another. The Bible of Fundamentalism is one
Bible; the Bible of Modernism is another” [January 3, 1924].)

TH. ENGELDER.

Humanism. By Williem P. King. Published by the Cokesbury Press,
Nashville, Tenn. 298 pages, 53, X8,. Price, $2.25.

Humanism, the pagan reaction to materialistic science and the new
psychology, has come to stay. Its spirit is well expressed by Alexander
Pope: “Know, then, thyself and think not God to scan; The proper study
of mankind is man.” Also in its modern American form it exalts the
merely human, holding that we ought to believe in man rather than God
and that the chief end of man is to glorify man. Through it runs a self-
sufficiency of humanity to accomplish its own salvation, unaided by any
power from above.

In this collection of essays, humanism is traced to its sources in the
writings of John Dewey and Dr. E. S. Ames and through the contributions
of Lippmann, Dietrich, Crutch to its principal representatives to-day,
Prof. Irving Babbitt and Dr. Paul Elmer More.

So much does humanism emphasize the reliance on human effort for
improving social conditions that it almost completely eliminates God.
“There is almost nothing upon the destruction of which leading human-
ists seem so determined as any vital belief in God as a superhuman in-
telligent Being worthy of human faith and fellowship” (p.55). Prayer
in the mouth of a humanist would be addressed as follows, “O Thou Ob-
jectification of our highest ideals!” “O Thou Projection of our subli-
mated libido!” “O Thou Symbol of the highest social values!” “0O Thou
Personification, Idealization, and Glorification of the world, including
humanity!” “O Thou Wish-being!” “O Thou Substantiated Abstrac-
tion!” (p.62). In other words, no humanist will pray, since it is incon-
ceivable that any one should be found saying, “O Thou Integrating Process,
hallowed be Thy name.” He will not pray, “O Thou Principle of Concre-
tion, forgive our sins” (p.255).

James Clark Maxwell, in the controversy of the last century, said:
“There never was a theory of the universe that did not need a God to
make it go.” The new humanism is no exception to this law. As far as
it is a religion, it is a religion of despair. Mr. Bertrand Russell is quoted
as admitting that as for this type of religion there is nothing to look
forward to but “the trampling march of unconscious power,” “the slow,
sure doom” which falls “on him and all his race, . . . pitiless and dark.”
Quite comparable with this famous utterance of Mr. Russell’s is Mr. Joseph
Wood Krutch’s recent remarkably frank avowal of the despair which
seems to him the logical outcome of the life without faith in God (p.51).

The importance of humanism as a movement in American life is so
great that our pastors might well consult this present volume for its
chief marks and tendencies. Unfortunately the viewpoint of the con-
tributors is such as to render ineffective even the best philosophical ar-
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gument. In seeking to eliminate points of difference in humanism and
the Christian religion, one author protests against charging modern Chris-
tianity with such doctrines as “that hell is a place of eternal torment
for the wicked; that man is inherently evil and a worm of the dust;
that there is a necessary antithesis between creation and evolution” (p.156).
Again, Christianity is faulted — mnot by a humanist, mind you, but by
a critic of that movement — for having “offered the compensations of
celestial bliss as a palliative for terrestrial misery” (p.167), so that the
situation of these critics of humanism “is described by the epitaph on
a Negro’s tombstone: ‘He fit a good fight, but his razor was dull’” (p. 269).
As for the outcome of the present-day conflict between humanism and
Christianity, we quote the following from the concluding essay (contrib-
uted by the general editor and easily the best essay in the book): “The
Irishman was asked if he were not afraid the wind would upset the stone
wall he was building. He replied: ‘And, faith, it is two feet high and
three feet wide; and if it upsets, it will be a foot higher than before.’
‘When you imagine that religious faith has been overturned, it has only
been lifted higher” (p. 289). TH. GRAEBNER.

The Augsburg Confession.. A Collection of Sources, with an Historical
Introduction. By M. Reu, D. D. Wartburg Publishing House, Chi-
cago, Ill. 798 pages, 53, X8%,. Price, $5.50, net.

It may seem at first glance that this is a volume post festum; but
this assumption is dispelled as soon as one begins to read the book and
to compare the mass of information on sources which has here been made
available in English translations of outstanding merit. The author has
here brought together all the best material in the form of research which
was done for the Augsburg quadricentennial celebration last year. The
publishers are right in stating that we have in this book the most com-
plete collection of sources on the Augsburg Confession ever published
in the English language. All the pertinent documents concerning the
origin and the history of the great Lutheran confession are here offered,
even some discovered within the last year. Previous translations of docu-
ments were carefully examined and revised for this volume, while others
were newly translated by noted scholars, the author freely acknowledging
his indebtedness to these men in his introduction. A feature of the his-
torical section of the book is a detailed survey of the history of the Augs-
burg Confession in the various countries of the world, including the
mission-fields. The first part of the book contains the “Historical Intro-
duction,” on 258 pages, the notes alone occupying almost 44 pages. The
second part of the book presents “A Collection of Sources,” on 513 pages,
the rest of the book being taken up with two complete indexes. Although
the publishers offer an apology on account of the haste with which the
work on this book had to be done, due to the amalgamation of publishing
houses in the American Lutheran Church, the reviewer found no printer’s
errors that are really serious. Every Lutheran pastor who desires to have
up-to-date, authentic information on the Augsburg Confession should by
all means add this volume to his shelf on Symbolics and History of
Dogma. It will be a splendid book to place next to Schaff, Curtis, Krauth,
Loy, Lindemann, Plitt, Neve, Schmauck, Pieper, Walther, Graebner, and
the Concordia Triglotta. P. E. KRETZMANN.
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Things New and Old. A Series of Sermons for Sunday Evenings and
Other Occasions. By L. Buchheimer. Concordia Publishing House,
St. Louis, Mo. 225 pages, 6 X9. Price, $1.50.

With the publication of these sermons the esteemed author has pro-
vided another helpful volume for his brethren in the ministry. It con-
tains thirteen sermons on the life of Moses, four on the prophet Jonah,
eight on the Beatitudes, and seven on the Seven Letters to the Churches
of Asia Minor. These sermons measure up to the reputation which the
author has established during his long preaching career at Redeemer
Church, St. Louis, and by his former contributions to homiletic literature.
In the biographical series much valuable material has been compressed
within the space of a few pages. The sermons on the Seven Letters will
be welcomed for their clear and concise exposition of the texts and for
their skilful and heart-searching applications. But in his discourses on
the Beatitudes, those exceedingly difficult texts, the author does not seem
to have been quite so successful. Especially in the treatment of the
second part of the texts there is in several instances a lack of definiteness
and exhaustiveness. Notwithstanding, Things New and Old is herewith
heartily recommended to our clergy; for its contents reveal the author
as a thorough Bible student, a conscientious sermonizer, and an expe-
rienced pastor, who has attained great skill in employing the fruits of
his pastoral experience in the pulpit. E. J. FRIEDRICH.

Qutferifes Miffiondjahrbud) fitr dbad Jahr 1931, Herausgegeben im Wuf-
trag der Miffiondfonferen; in Sadjen durd) W. Gerber. 44. Jahr-
gang. . ©. Wallmann-Verlag, Qeipsig. 153 Seiten 5XT%. Preis:
M. 2.50.

Yud) diefer Jahrgang des ,Qutherijhen Miffionsjahrdbuds” enthalt eine An-
3ahl intereffanter und anregender Wrtifel fiitv Mijfionsarbeit tm allgemeinen und
fitr die Tdtigleit der beutidhen Miffionsgefell{chaften im befonberen. €8 ivird
aud) eine itberfiht bargeboten itber amerifanijh- und {fandinavifd)-lutherijhe
Miffiondarbeit im Jahre 1929. Nad) einem Vorwort finben fich folgende Wrtifel:
«Die Herrlidhleit bes HErrnv (D. Marahrend); ,Die fulturelle und nationale
Beveutung der Miffionierung Germaniens fitr dad deut{de Volfr (D. Riidert);
JSuthertum und Judenfrage# (P. Lic. Runge); ,Karl Mirbt ald Miffionsiviflen-
fdaftlers (P. Lic. Strager); ,Mein Reidh) ift nidht vbon bdiefer Welt” (Dr. Epype-=
fein); ,,Berbun’ — jur gegentvdrtigen Miffionstitigleit in JInbien” (Pf. Ham-
mig{d). In eiteren Wrtifeln wird dann eine Iiberfiht itber evangelijdhe und
lutherifde Miffionsarbeit geliefert. Widhtig it die Miffionsbibliographie fiir
1930. Gin Unhang enthdlt Wrtifel mehr praftijder Art. Der Gefihtspunit ift
per Der deut{hen Voltsfirdhe. €3 ift getoip aller Chren ivert, dap die beut{den
Ghriften trof der tritben finangiellen Qage, in der fie fih befinden, dodh darauf
bedadyt find, thre Miffionspflicht ju erfitllen. W Arudt.

Cingegangene Bitder,

Die Heilung von Kranfen durd) GlanbenSgebet. Mit Jeugniffen ausd ber
Gegentvart. Bon ChHhrifjtoph Blumbardt. WBolisbienjt-Verlag,
Qeipzig. Preid: Kartoniert, M. 2; gebunbden, M. 3.

Weg der Wahrheit, Bon Gerbhard Tervjteegen. 334 Seiten. Preid
(gebunbden): M. 3.50.
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Friedrid) Bahn, Sdhwerin in Medlenburg:

Jm Dienjt ded Heiligen. Sammlung geiftlider Amtdreden. Herausgegeben
bon Bernhard ojd). Band6: Konfirmationdreden 199
Seiten 51, X83,. Preid: M. 5. — Band7: Ubendmahl8reden.
143 Seiten 5%, X83,. Preis: M. 3.60.
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How Lincoln Prayed. By William J. Johnstone. 116 pages, 5XT7Y;.
Price, $1.00.

Jesus and Ourselves. By Leslie D. Weatherhead. With a questionnaire
for group discussion. 284 pages, 5X7%,. Price, $2.00.

The Friendly Light and Other Story Sermons for Children. By Vir-
ginia Greene Milliken. 118 pages, 5XT7Y%. Price, $1.00.

The Invisible Christ. By Ricardo Rojas. Translator: Webster E.
Browning. Introduction by Robert E. Speer. 336 pages, 5XTY,.
Price, $2.50.

Ancient Fires on Modern Altars. By Adna Wright Leonard, one of
the bishops of the Methodist Bpiscopal Church. 162 pages, 5X7%,.
Price, $1.50.

God in the Slums. By Hugh Redwood. Introduction by Hvangeline
O. Booth, Commander, United States Forces of the Salvation Army.
Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, Chicago, London, and Edin-
burgh. 167 pages. Price, $1.25.

Between Two Worlds. The Romance of Jesus. By Daniel A. Poling.
Harper and Brothers, New York and London. 229 pages, 5X71,.
Price, $2.00.
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