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Gunomon. Auslegung des MNeuen Teftamentes in fortlaufenben WUnmerfungen.
Bon Fohann Albredt Bengel. Deutfeh von €. F Werner,
mit einer Borrede von Prifat Kapff DBerlag von M. Heinfiug Nad-
folger, RQeipzig. 1932. Grjter Band: Evangelien und Wpoijtelgejdhidhte.
VI und 748 Seiten 51, X8, in Leinwand mit Golbtitel gebunben. Jiveiter
Band: Briefe und Offenbarung. 958 Seiten. Preis fiiv bad gange LWerl:
$5.50. (Gingelne Binde werden nidyt abgegeben.) Bu beziehen pom Con-
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

Bengeld Guomon, pon dem bicr eine {tberfesung in8 Deutidhe vorliegt, gilt
mit Recht ol eine der vorziiglihiten und inbaltreihjten Wuslequngen ded Neuen
Teftaments in einer Kiirze ded usdruds, die gerabesu unnadyehmiid) ijt. Wit
nehmen biefe Gelegenheit wahr, ein paar Urteile itber diefes Werf ausd neuerer
Beit anjufithren.  Cremer, der befannte Berfafler bes ,Biblijeh-theologifden
Whrterbuhs zum Neuen Teftament”, feldjt ein YHerborragender Ereget, nannte
Bengel einmal ben ,gropten Gregeten der driftlidhen RKirder.l)  Gueride, ber
befannte Kivdenbiftorvifer, redet von dem Gnomon al8 einem Werle, ,da8 nidht
peraltet und ... nidht oft genug den Theologiebefliffenen jum ernften Studium
bargeboten twerden fanmn; fo eingig auf eregetijhem Gebiete fteht fie ba, biefe
betend getviffenbofte, grammatifdh-philologifdh giildentreue und dodh nidhts weniger
ald nur glofjatorifhe oder budhitibifdie uslequng bes gefomten MNeuen Tefta-
ment§, in toeldher der tiefe, flave und jharfe Geift eined ber groften evangelifd)-
{utherifchen Theologen fich ginjlich unter dbas Wort Gottes beugt, um es in allen
feinen Hohen und Tiefen und Falten su erforfden und mit den Mitteln griind-
lihfter Gelahriheit gang einfach, {Hlicht und furs ju deutens.2) Philibpi, ber
befanute Dogmatifer und Ausleger ves Romer= und Galaterbriefs, jagt: ,Bengeld
Grnomon Novi Testamenti ift ein TWert betwundernsioiirdigen Scharffinnes und
Feinfinnes nad) Inbhalt und Form. ... Da8 Stubium bietet im ganzen fehr
reiche Ausbeute und bleibenden Gewinn.”3) Kahnis, der feinerseit vielgemannte
Dogmatifer und Hiftorvifer, foagt: ,AWa3 BVengel fpricht, ed jei in Wiffenjhaft, €8
fei im Leben, ijt Jo reif, fo getvogen, fo gefalzen, jo getweiht wie weniges, twas fein
wortreidhed Jeitalter gefagt Hhat. ... Er gibt jich mit philologifcher Unbefangen=
heit bem Tegte Hin, Hovt mit betwunderndwiirdiger Feinheit nicht nur den Grunbd-
ton, jonbern gud) bie Seitentdne heraus und veizt mit feiner inhaltreihen Pri-
sifion jum Weiterdenfen.” 4) Selbft ein theologifh umd religidd ganz anders
ftehender Gelehrter vie der berithmte Crientalift Paul bde Qagarbe fagte: ,Jdh
tweif nidyt, durch weldhen Fehler meiner jonft fehr widerfivebenden Natur e8 fommt,
daf id) den Johann Wlbredit Bengel tiglich mehr ald den jharffinnigften Grildrer
be8 Meuen Teftamentd bewundeve, Den die dhriftliche Welt gefehen Hhat.* S Und
um nod) ein Urteil angufithren: BVon Ovelli, der im gangen pofitiv gevichtete alt=
teftamentlidhe Greget der Meugeit, bemerft in einem Briefe ausd feiner Stubdenten-

1) Beitfdhrift fiiv die gefamte iutherifche Theologie und Kirdje, Heraudgegeben bon
Rudelbach und Gueride, 1862, &. 520.

2) Rubdelbadh-Guerides Zeitfchrift, 1858, &. 322.

3) ®alaterbricf, &. 14.

4) Der innere Gang bed deutfhen Proteffaniidmus, &. 77.

8) Nolte, ,Bengel”, &. 140.
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geit: ,Sehr lerne i) Bengel jdhigen. Cr ift fo {hlagend in jeiner Kiirze und ift
tohl am meiften geeignet, einen auf die fHftliden Perlen, die das einfadhe Shrift-
twort birgt, hinguiveijen.” 6)

UAlle biefe Urteile begiehen fidh) auf das lateinifde Originalivert, vad wiederholt
in dlterer und neuerver Jeit Uuflagen erlebt und weite Verbreitung gefunbden Hat.
Gerade die lateinijhe Sprade eignet fih) eben toie feine anbere Spradpe der Welt
ju furzer, gedrdngter, inbaltreiher Uusdbrudsiveife, in ber Bengel ein {older
Meifter ift. Die neueren Kommentare bieten immer aud) Belege dafiir in Jitaten
aud dem Guomon. Wit wollen nur 3twei anfithren, um diefen Punft ju erhirten.
Bu 1%im. 2, 14: ,Da8 Weib aber toard verfithret und hat bie itbertretung ein=
gefiihret” bemerft Bengel unter anberm: ,,Facilius decepta, facilius decipit.”
Diefe pier furzen, prignanten Worte gibt die vorliegende deutfdhe ilberfepung
fo wieder: ,Da fie leidyter fih hat betriigen laffen, {o fommt fie audy leichter dbazu,
Betrug su fpielen.” (II, 460.) Gerabe viermal {o piel deutfde Wirter als latei=
nifde. Zu 1Fim. 3, 1: ,So jemand ein BVijhofdamt begehret, der begehret ein
1Bftlich Wert bemerft Bengel ju bem Worte ,MWerf : ,,Est opus, negotium, non
otium.“ Das gibt unfere Iiberfefung jo wieder: ,E8 ¢ibt alfo 3u tun und ijt
feine Rubebant, das geijtlihe Umt.» (II,461.) Fiinf Worter im Qateinifhen und
3blf im Deutihen. Darum empfehlen wir juerft und vor allen Dingen das
lateinijhe Original, und meht alg8 ein Student, der unferm Rat gefolgt ift,
Bengels Gnomon fid) anjujdajfen und ju ftudieren, weif aus eigener Erfahrung,
warum viv diefen Rat geben. Wer jedod) bed Lateinifdien nidit fehr ober itber-
Haupt nidht madytig ift, der greife ju der deutjden ober ju ber englifden {iber-
fegung, die aud) vorhanben ift und die auf John Wesley, ben Stifter der Metho=
biftenfirdye, juriidgeht, der in ber BVorrede ju feinen Wnmerfungen jum Neuen
Teftament befennt, ev Hhatte feinen Entidhlufy, nur eigene Unmerfungen su geben,
feit jeiner Befannt{dhaft mit bem Guomon ginslid) gedndert in der {tberjenugung,
bap er ber Meligion biel befler dienen iverde, twenn er blof a3 Wert BVengels,
pen er cin gropes Qidit der driftlihen Welt nennt, iiberfese, ald venn er biele
Binde iiber bag Neue Teftament verfafgte. Erivdhnt mag aud) werden, dag M. R.
Bincent, feinerzeit angefehener Profeffor der Gregefe am Union Seminary in
RNew Yorf, feine in unferm Lanbde jiemlid) iweitberbreiteten, vier Bandbe umfafjen=
den Word Studies in the New Testament gerade nad) Bengeld Gnomon ein=
geridhtet Hat. Gr bemerft in der Borrede: “The indebtedness of all workers
in this field to John Albert Bengel is not easy to overstate. . . . His well-
known Gnomon, which still maintains a high and honorable rank among
commentaries after the lapse of nearly a century and a half, was the pio-
neer in this method of treating Secripture. ... His work retains its value
for the preacher. He must always stand preeminent for his keen and deep
spiritual insight and for that marvelously terse and pithy diction with
which as with a master-key he so often throws open, by a single turn, the
secret chambers of the Word.” 7) Die deut{dje iiberfefung hat {einerzeit €. F.
Werner bejorgt, und der befannte wiirttembergifdhe Pralat Kapff hat die Vorrede
bazu gefdhrieben. Und pon diefer Iiberfefung ift nun Hier ein guter photographi=
{cher Wbbrud hergeftellt worden. Freilidh) find in diefer {iberfefung die rein wiffen-
jhaftlidhen, gqrammatifhen, fritifhen und f{ynoptijden Grdrterungen oder Be-
merfungen be§ lateinifhen Originald eggelaffen; anbererfeits ift jedodh bieled
aud den ebenfalls trefflidhen, erbaulihen und praftijden Betvadhtungen BVengeld

8) RKappeler, ,Orelli”, &. 156. 7) Vol. 1, p. XII.
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in feiner ,Harmonie der vier Cvangeliften® und in feinen Anmerfungen ju feiner
deutfden  iiberfeBung de8 Neuen Teftaments” eingereiht worben. Leider miiffen
wir jedody hinsufligen, daf Bengel in der Erilirung der Offenbarung St. Fohannisd
fein juverldffiger Fithrer ift, wie allen, die Niheres von ihm iwiffen, befannt ift.
Gin ausfithrlidies RNegifter auf 64 Seiten ift eine wertvolle Beigabe, Die Wus-
ftattung des Werfed ijt gqut, ber Preid fehr annehmbar, und der BWerleger teilt
und wit, baf er den Vorjugspreid von M. 10 fiir den einjelnen Baud ober M. 20
fitv ba8 ganze LWerf, wenn ed bi3 jum 1. Juli beftellt iviirbe, filr WUmerifa aus-
gebehnt Habe bi8 jum 1. Januar 1933. Wir {dlicken diefe Wnjeige mit Bengeld
golbener Regel fliv alles Bibelftudium, fiiv alle Bibelbetradtung: ,Vertiefe bidh
ganj in ben Tert, und den Tegtinbalt vertiefe gang in didh.# ,,Te totum applica
ad textum, textum totum applica ad te. Q Flhrbringer.

The Gospels. A Synoptic Presentation of the Text in Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John, with Explanatory Notes, by John Ylvisaker,
Professor of Exegetical Theology, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn.
Published originally in the Norwegian language 1905 and 1907.
Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, Minn. 1932. 790 pages,
914,X6. Price, $5.00. Order from Concordia Publishing House,
St. Louis, Mo.

A grand work! is our unqualified comment. We wish a copy of it
could be placed on the desk of every pastor of our Synod. Our teachers,
and educated laymen, too, could use it with much profit, for though the
work rests on the most painstaking study of innumerable exegetical ques-
tions, as is attested by references to commentaries and other pertinent
works, it is not overladen with techmical details that would make perusal
difficult for every one except the trained theologian. The minister, how-
ever, who enjoys reading his New Testament in Greek will find, especially
in footnotes, ample references to the Greek text and linguistic niceties to
satisfy his scholarly bent.

Professor Ylvisaker, it will be recalled, died in 1917. It was in 1904
when his alma mater, Concordia Theological Seminary, St. Louis, conferred
upon him the degree of Doctor of Divinity. Since he at the time when
the work was first issued had been the incumbent of the chair of New
Testament Interpretation at Luther Seminary for about twenty-six years,
it will be granted that he, in an eminent degree, had the teaching expe-
rience desirable for the writing of a work like the present one. To
characterize the book, we can say that it is a harmony of the four gospels,
presenting appropriate comments on all the points of harmonization which
require detailed study. But it is by no means confined to such questions.
On ipe contrary, we may term it a commentary on the four gospels, since
the author is not satisfied with merely answering questions asked by critics
ag to the agreement of the four accounts, but leads the reader into a deeper
understanding of the inspired records of the life of our Lord and Savior.
While the harmonistic element is amply provided for, one finds other
extensive exegetical and doctrinal discussions of the highest value. Besides,
there is a depth and warmth of Christian feeling pervading the volume
which is very appealing. Many a time in reading the pages of this beau-
tiful book we were reminded of the style and method of our sainted
Dr. Stoeckhardt in his Biblische Geschichte des Neuen Testaments, although



876 Book Review. — Qiteratur.

there is this difference, of course, that the comments of Dr. Ylvisaker are
far more extensive and deal with exegetical questions far more compre-
hensively than does the work of Dr. Stoeckhardt, which is altogether of
a popular nature. If anybody should complain that the price is rather
high, he must bear in mind that we are here dealing with a large book,
the publication of which, on account of its size and, in addition, of the
many words given in Greek and Hebrew type, must have been an expensive
undertaking.

The name of the translator is not given. The publishers’ note says
that the English version is the result of collaboration between the Board
of Publication of the Norwegian Lutheran Church and Augsburg Pub-
lishing House.

In conclusion let us say once more that we consider hardly any words
of praise too strong in recommending this book to our clergy.

‘W. ARNDT.
John: Disciple, Evangelist, Apostle. By the Rev. Wm. Dallmann, D. D.
378 pages, 7%,X10. Concordia Publishing House, St.Louis, Mo.,
1932. Price, $4.50, postpaid.

This is the fourth of a series of gift-books for devotional purposes.
It is written in the author’s well-known terse, crisp, almost snappy style.
The book is divided into three sections: “John the Disciple, His Life,” in
which the author makes use of every shred of information, including some
apoeryphal material, together with other embellishments; “John the Evan-
gelist, His Gospel,” offering a summary of its twenty-one chapters; “John
the Apostle,” which discusses his epistles. The author did mnot include
the Apocalypse. An appendix offers a summary of some outstanding
statements in praise of John’s writings. The book itself is a work of art,
bound in pebble-grained brown leatherette covers, with the title embossed
in gold. There are seven colored plates in the book, the first one being
a reproduction of the Duerer panel of St.John. In addition there are
one hundred and nine one-color half-tone engravings, many of them of
unusual beauty and interest. It is a pity, however, that the publisher did
not in every case indicate the source or the artist, since this would have
added much to the value of the book. Many of the poetical quotations in
the book are of considerable merit. P. E. KRETZMANN.

The Christian Faith. A System of Christian Dogmatics. By Joseph
Stump, D.D., LL. D., L. H. D., President of Northwestern Lutheran
Theological Seminary. 463 pages, 6 X8%,. The Macmillan Co., New
York. 1932. Price, $4.00.

The Lutheran Church in America can well use a complete doctrinal
theology in English such as we have in the work of Pieper and that of
Hoenecke in German. The books of Voigt, Gerberding, and Mellenbruch
did not meet this demand to any extent, and that issued after the death
of Hove was not fully adequate. Here we have another eflort, by a man
who has been in the Lutheran ministry since 1887, professor of theology
since 1915, and professor of dogmatics, ethics, and apoclogetics in North-
western Lutheran Theological Seminary since 1921, — The reviewer counts
it a pleasure to have read this book carefully, for in many sections the
presentation has a truly Lutheran ring, a fact which would make it of
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course ecumenically Christian. The following statements from the book
will bear out this estimate: “The fact is that, while some doctrines are
more necessary to salvation than others, no doetrines taught in God’s Word
dare be regarded as of no real consequence; and, furthermore, many
doctrines which seem at first glance to be non-fundamental -are found, when
carried to their logical conclusions, to bear largely on doctrines which are
unmistakably fundamental.”” (P.18.) “BEvolution is purely an hypothesis,
vastly fascinating to many persons, but utterly unproved and, we are
persuaded, unprovable.” (P.69.) “Those who reject the Virgin Birth are
confronted with a greater difficulty than that which belief in the Virgin
Birth involves; for they are left without any way by which to account
for the appearance of one human being, and only one, who is without sin
and who towers high above the rest of the race like a mountain peak above
the surrounding plain.” (P.143.) “Faith is not to be regarded as a cause
of justification. And the statement that we are justified by faith means
that we are justified by the merit and righteousness of Christ, which faith
apprehends and appropriates.” (P.223f.) “Since conversion begins with
a sinper who is both unwilling and unable to believe and ends with the
same sinner both willing and able to believe and actually doing so, it is
clear that the transformation is one which must be ascribed entirely to the
working of the Holy Spirit and not to any natural powers of man.”
(P.257.) “Prayer is not a means of grace in the sense in which the
Lutheran Church employs the latter term. Prayer is not a vehicle which
God employs to make known and convey His grace to men. It is an
activity on man’s part by which he seeks grace from God.” (P.289f.)
“The failure rightly to divide the Word of Truth undoubtedly results in
many instances in the loss of souls. On the other hand, the saving effect
of the Word and Sacraments is not dependent on the wisdom, learning,
or skill of the minister, but on the gracious operation of the Holy Spirit.
Without His work in the heart the most able preacher of the Gospel would
not succeed in converting a single soul.” (P.297.) There is also a fine
note on premillennialism on page 399.— But in spite of these and other
excellencies which we find in the book, it cannot be considered adequate
for our requirements. For a Lutheran doctrinal theology must, above all,
be clear, definite, unequivoeal, in all its parts. Moreover, every statement
must be amply supported by clear Seriptural exposition and secondarily
by the confessional writings of our Church. In this book there is too
much uncertainty, haziness, equivocation. The true is often offered, but
the false is not sufficiently distinguished from the true. The antithesis
is not clearly marked. The trumpet, too, often gives an uncertain sound.
There is too little of the spirit: “This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye
twrn to the right hand and when ye turn to the left,” Is.30,21. Besides,
there are quite a few grave errors in the book, such as should not be found
in a Lutheran compendium of dogmatics. A very weak section is that on
the Bible as the Word of God, where the author most carefully maintains
the thesis that the “Scriptures contein the revelation of God to men.”
(P.22f.) The same ideas are set forth p.314ff., and the weakness of the
author’s position is evident from such remarks as: “Paul was eminently
human; but he was nevertheless an inspired man. His inspiration, how-
ever, was an inspiration in matters of religion. . . . On scientific matters
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they [the holy writers] neither knew, nor professed to know, more than
other men of their day.” With regard to predestination (p.134ff.) the
author asserts that this expresses a special benevolent will of God “in view
of faith. . . . In the last analysis predestination is simply the eternal
justification of the sinner for Christ’s sake.” That is bringing confusion
into the matter with a vengeance, as is shown elsewhere in this number.
Concerning the Trinity in the Old Testament the author says: “The at-
tempt actually to find the doctrine explicitly stated in the Old Testament
is futile. The Jews never found it there. And if we had no revelation
but that contained in the Old Testament, we should be in ignorance of the
doctrine.” (P.48.) In discussing the Biblical account of the creation, the
suthor states: “The writer of Genesis lacked of course such a knowledge
of the vastness of the universe and of the nature of chemical and geological
processes as the modern man possesses.” (P.66.) There are other false
and misleading statements in this section, especially on the length of a
creation day, etec. The statement on Christ’s descent into hell (p.173)
is not adequate in view of the plain statement of the Bible. A false view
of the doctrine of the Church appears on p. 372, where the synod is given
too much power in church discipline, and on p.380, where the approval
of synod is required as essential for ordination. Concerning the observance
of Sunday the author says (p.308): “The obligation to observe Sunday,
the day set apart by the Christian Church for the preaching and hearing
of the Word of God, remains.” In the section on the last things the author
maintains the conversion of the Jews as a whole (p.396), and he is not
definite in identifying the Antichrist of 2 Thess.2,1—11 with the Pope of
Rome ag the representative of the Papacy. It is a matter of distinct regret
that a book which is so interestingly written should fall short of the goal
which every Lutheran theologian should set himself.
P. E. KRETZMANN.

RLutherd GEihik. JIn ihren Grundiligen Ddargeftellt von Dr. Ottomar
Dittrid Felic-Meiner-Verlag, KLeipzig. 125 Seiten Tert und
50 Geiten WUnmerfungen, Quellen und Regifter Preis: M. 6.80; ge-
bunbden: M. 8.50.

Dr. ®ittridy ift Profefjor der Philojophie an ber Leipziger Univerfitit. Bon
feiner ,@efdyidhite der Gthit ... vom Wltertum bi§ jur Gegentvart oaren bdrei
Binde erfhienen, ehe dad vorliegende Wert verdffentlicdht wurde. Diefes felbit
ift al8 Vorliufer und Grunblegung bed bierten Banbdes gedadht (von der Mefor-
mation bi8 jur englifthen Tolevanzalte, 1869). €8 ift dad crfic Mal feit LJut-
bardt (1867), dag jemand toieder getvagt Hat, Quthers Gthif in ihrem Grund-
siigen batzuftellen. Ein Wageftiid ift’'s angefichts bdes gegentirtigen Stanbde§
der RQuiberforfhung und angefihts deflen, baf der Berfaffer auf die Darfegung
ped inneren Eutwidlungdganges Luthers verzidhtet hat. Dr. Dittrid) gliedert
feine Darfegung der Luther{den Cthif mit Redht in sivei Teile; der erfte enthilt
Quthers hierher begiiglihe Theologie al8 Grundlage der Gthif, Der iweite Quihers
G1hit felbjt auf Grund feiner Theologie. eber Teil behanbdelt erft dad Prinsip,
pann die Durdfithrung be§ Prinjips. itber neunbhunbdert Belege, barunter aus
116 Sdriften Luthers, find im WUnbang gefammelt. Wei der Darlequng des
Pringips der Lutherjhen Theologie und von beren Durdfithrung fommt ber
Berfaffer (€. 6) aud) auf des8 Reformatord Qehre itber bad BVerhiltnis Gottes
jur Siinde. Und hier mup ih dagegen Einfprud) crheben, dap Dittrich {o ftart
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RQuthers Momerbriefoorlefung von 1515/16 benugt. MNidht bdedwegen in erfter
Qinie, weil der fertige Quibher immer noh bom .jungen” Quther ju unterjdheiden
ift, fonbdern tweil er fih in den Vorlefungen {iber den Nimerbrie] itber ,Gott und
bag Bofer duperit Inapper, den gewdhnlicdhen SQutberlefer itberrajhender Wen-
Dungen Dbebient, wihrend bie WAusfithrungen itber biejelbe Sade in De Servo
Arbitrio toeiter ausholen, eingebender davonm reden und fo Migverftindniffen
porbeugen. Wud) Dittrid) felbft ift mitunter duperft fnapp. 3. B. &. 9 fiihrt er
aus Luthers De Servo Arbitrio nur an: ,... Ja, da er [Gott] alles in allen
wirft und obhne thn nidhts gejdieht oder twirflam ift, toicft er 3 [dad Bidfe]
jogar in getviffem Sinne.# Luther aber {dhreibt (De Servo Arbitrio, LWeimarer
Ausgabe, XVIII, 204): da Gott, der felber nidhts {iindig (male) tue, die Ge-
fdydpfe, die alle {lindig find, nicht mitgig fein laffe und fie nur Slindiges (mala)
tun ¥dnnten, da alfo, wenn er durd Wenfden ettvasd fue, dies durvd) Siinber ge-
{chehe, {o irfe er in dem Sinne Bofes, wie der Jimmermann, der nur eine {har=
tige Sdge befige, jdhlecht {hneide.™) Redht ausfithrlich wird Quihers Sittenlehre
alg einbeitlidhes, in bder ihm eigentitmlichen Glaubensauffafjung begriinbetes
Ganzed und dann in ihrer Uuswirfung auf den ber{dhiedenen Lebensivegen dar:
gelegt: @ottesdienft und Nddjtendient, Kirde, Griftliher Staat, Familie und
Ghe, Gefe und Freiheit, Cinflug bes Rechtfertigungsdgedanfend und ber Hoffnung
bes ewigen KQebend, Wuf swei Darlequngen, die midh duerft befriedigt Haben,
fei noch bingewiefen. Die eine betrifit (S. 52—H4) Quthers meift faljdy verjtan=
denen Sapy im Brief an Melandhthon (Briefe, Cubers I, 29): ,Sei Siinder unbd
filnbige tapfer?, der vein gegen Getviffensifrupel geviditet ijt, denen jufolge ein
Chrift meint, eine oud) in gqutem Glauben begangene Todfitnbe fbnune nidht ver:
geben werben. Die anbdeve hebt in feiner Weife den Unterfdhied ;wifden romifder
und biblijher (Afzefe hervor (S. 59—69). Dad Bud) ift duperft anvegend und
wird bejonders dann Segen bringen, wenn der Lefer nadpriift, ftupig wird und
dadurd) 3u genauerem, umfaflenderem Sefen Suthers veranlagt wirh. — Seite 14
folite wob{ anftatt ,Bliite* ,Beute# ftehen. — Der BVerleger ijt derfelbe, der die
lefensiverte Sammiung ,Religiondwiffenfdhaft der Gegenivart” herausgegeben Hat.
Ridhard W. Heinge.

Luther’s Break with Rome. By Gustav Carlberg, Professor of New
Testament Studies and Pedagogy at the Lutheran Theological Sem-
inary, Shekow, Hupeh, China. Lutheran Board of Publication, Han-
kow, China. 119 pages, 5X7%,. Price, $1.00.

The author states that his book has grown out of the needs of the
present situation on the mission-field in China, because to a Chinese Chris-
tian the divisions in the Church of Christ are more of a problem and
a puzzle than they appear to an Occidental Christian. He undertakes to
explain in his book for the Chinese reader the difference between the
Lutheran Church and the Roman Catholic, answering especially two ques-
tions: Why did Luther break with Rome? And why do we stand aloof
from the Church of Rome? The first part, in nine chapters, gives a
historical summary of the Reformation up to and including the Augsburg
Confession. The second part, in four chapters, shows the contrast between
the Lutheran and the Roman Catholic doctrine and practise since the
days of Luther. The book is well and carefully written and seems to be
admirably suited to carry out its intended purpose. W. G. PoLACK.

) Bgl. die ganze Wusfithrung Luthers, &f. Q. Ausdg. 18, 1835.
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A History of Christian Thought. By Arthur COushmaen McGiffert.
Vol.I: Early and Eastern. Charles Seribner’s, New York, N.Y.
352 pages, 51,X81,. Price, $3.00.

This first volume on the origin and evolution of Christian thinking,
by the famous professor of Church History, formerly at Union Theological
Seminary, New York, is an authoritative and scholarly work, covering the
thought of the Christian Church from the time of Christ down to the days
of John of Damascus, roughly eight centuries. It bears eloquent testimony
to the author’s wide, first-hand acquaintance with the early Christian
writers, whose work he discusses in a masterly way. Our pastors will find
this volume excellent for a review of the thought and literature of the
early Church because the author, with all his scholarliness, is never dry
or tedious. His presentation of the Christological controversies is one
of the clearest we have ever read. W. G. PoLACK.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

From Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.: —

Curriculum in Church History for Lutheran Schools. Prepared
under the Direction of the Curriculum Committee of the Board of Christian
Education of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States by

. E. Dobberfuhl. 23 pages, 8X1014,. Price, 25 cts.

Curriculum in Language for Lutheran Schools. By Alfred
Schmieding. 55 pages. Price, 55 cts.

From Heaven Above. A Vesper Song Service for Christmas. Com-
piled by P. B. Kretzmann. 36 pages, 6 X9. Price, 8 cts.; 100, $4.50.

Theologie der Gegentvart. Heraudgegeben von K. Beth, O. Eberhard
unb andern. Deidjert, Leipsig. 26. Fahrgang, 7. Heft: H. Rendtorff, ,Neuerfdhei=
nungen auf bem Gebiet der praftifhen Theologies. (1. Ullgemeines; 2. Kivde;
3. ®ottesdienft; 4. Bertiindigung; 5. Seelforge; 6. Jeitidriften.) 8. Heft: L. Rojt
und W. Cidrodt, ,MNeue Literatur itber dasd lte Teftament”.

NOTICE TC OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current mailing-
list correct. The expense of maintaining this list has been materially increased.
Under present regulations we are subject to a “fine” on all parcels mailed te
an incorrect address, inasmuch as we must pay 2 cents for every notification
sent by the postmaster on a parcel or periodical which is undeliverable because
no forwarding address is available or because there has been a change of address.
This may seem insignificant, but in view of the fact that we have subscribers
getting three or more of our periodicals and considering our large aggregate
subscription list, it may readily be seen that it amounts to quite a sum during
a year; for the postmaster will address a notification to each individual period-
ical. Our subscribers can help us by notifying us — one notification (postal
card, costing only 1 cent) will take care of the addresses for several publications.
We shall be very grateful for your cooperation.

CoNcorDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louis, Mo.

Kindly consult the address label on this paper to ascertain whether your
subsecription has expired or will soon expire. ‘“Nov 32” on the label means that
your subscription has expired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly
in order to avoid interruption of service. It takes about two weeks before the
address label can show change of address or acknowledgment of remittance.

When paying your subscription, please mention name of publication desired
and exact name and address (both old and new, if change of address is requested).

CoxNcorDIA PUBLISHING HoOUsSE, St. Louis, Mo.



