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Hohe Gehilter fiir rimifde Kirdenfiiviten. Der ,luth. Herold” zittert
aud dpem ,Upologeten” eine Mittetlung, die aud fiir unsd YHierzulande von
Sntereffe fein diirfte. Wir lefen: ,Mit Critaunen lieft man bon den
Galaren der romifd-fatholijden Rirchenfiirften tm Heutigen armen Deutidh-
Tand. Der Bifdof von Osnabriid Hat ein Jahredgehalt von 101,000 Mart
($25,000), der pon Trier pon 140,000 Marf ($35,000), der Bifdhof von
Miinfter 154,000 Marf ($38,500), der Fiirftbifdhof bon Breslau 192,000
Mart ($48,000) und der Crzbijdhof von Kiln 194,000 Mart ($48,500).
Die Herren wolhnen thren Titeln und Cinfommen gemdap in Fiirftenpaldften,
in groem Lugrud und Raumiiberflup. Bei uns in Ymerifa {ind die Ver=
haliniffe der romifden Rirdenfiirften jedenfalls bebeutend giinftiger al3
in Curopa, fvo unendlich) viel weniger Geld ift al3 hHier. Die Hohen rdomi-
jhen geiftlichen Herren YHaben in Ymerifa unter ausgiebigem Gebraud) des
Radiod in der lebten Ieit iviederfholt warnend bdie Stimume erfhoben zur
Antlage fvider die befibende Rlafle, die im i{tberflu jHivelge, fwafhrend die
Urmen foum Brot Haben und faum einen Plab, fwo fie dHagd Haupt nieber-
Tegen Idnmen. Die Unflagen {ind Deredhtigt. Nur Dberiifren fie etivasd
fonderbar aus Ddem Munde gerade {oldjer Derrem.” Rom regiert nicht
umfjonit. 3.

Book Review. — Qiteratur.

David, Xing of Israel. By William M. Taylor, D.D., LL. D. Richard
R. Smith, Inc., New York. 443 pages, 7% X4%. Price, $1.00. Order
from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

This is one of the popular Taylor biographies, now reprinted in a new
edition as one of the Anvil Series of Dollar Religious Books. We have
always regarded Dr. William Taylor as a master hand at Bible biography;
and for an understanding of the Books of Samuel and their parallels as
well as for an appreciation of the background of the Davidic psalms we
know of no popular work of similar proportions which even approaches
this volume. At a time when David is pictured to us by modern biog-
raphers as an oriental sheik with all the paraphernalia of an oriental
harem, we can -best show our appreciation for such splendid books by
reading and assimilating their contents. W. A. MAIER.

Martin Luther. Der Bahnbredher driftliher Qebendordnung. Sdriften jum
Yufbau evangelijher Sittlidieit. Caliver BVerveinsdbudhhandlung, Stutt:
gart, 1931, 413 Seiten 5X TV, in Leinwand mit Dedel- und Ritdentitel
gebunbden. Preig: M. 5.

Dies ift nun {hon der jiveite Banbd ber befonderen Uudgabe audgetvihlter
Werfe Quthers, fiir die Gemeinde von heute dargeboten und berdolmet{cht, die
wir audfithrlider im vorvigen Jahrgang, im WAugujtheft, S. 634, befprodhen Haben.
Yud) hier finden tir die Sprade Quthers vereinfadht und in die Sprade ber
Gegentvart iibertragen, wogegen wir unfere Bebenfen geduBert Haben; aber vir
finben aud gute Tegtabietlungen mit paflenden {tberfdhriften und erflirende An-
merfungen, und beided ift von nidht geringem Wert. Den einjelnen Sdriften
it aud immer eine Worbemerfung und eine Nadhbemerfung beigegeben. Die
Sdriften, die in diefem Bande dargeboten terden, gehiven mit ju den twert:
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vollften beutfdhen Schriften Quihers, wie der Sermon ,Bon den guten Werfen”,
die ,Deutfhe Uuslegung ded Baterunfers fitr die einfachen Laien”, die ,Cinfache
Weife su beten fiir einen guten Freund”, die Shriften ,Von Kaufhandlung und
Wudper, ,BVon eltliher Obrigleits, ,Ob Kriegsleute audh in feligem Stanbde
fein fonnen”, ,An die Ratsherven aller Stidte deutjdhen Lanbdes, daff fie dhrift=
lige Sdulen aufridhten und Hhalten jollen”, ,Daf eine driftlihe BVerfammlung
ober Gemeinde Recht und Madht habe, alle Qehre su urtetlen”, Vorrede sum ,Unter:
ridht der Bifitatoren an die Pfarrherren im Kurfiivftentum Sadhfen” und {hlieplich
»Bon der Vereitung jum Sterbens. Die Wusftattung ift muftergiiltig, der Preid
fehr annehmbar. LFurbringer

The Eastern Color of the Bible. By George H. Scherer, 8. T. M.
Fleming H. Revell Company, New York. 122 pages, 43 X7%.
Price, $1.25.

The Bible is an Oriental book. While its message and appeal is
universal, its background is largely Palestinian. For the better under-
standing of the Scriptures, then, a wider and deeper appreciation of the
land and its people will prove invaluable. The author, the General Sec-
retary of the Bible Lands Sunday-school Union for Christian Education,
has endeavored to present a popular summary of such background facts
with which the average Bible-reader is not familiar. Occasionally the
author goes too far. The Lord’s Supper does mnot have the significance
of a blood covenant, as this term is technically understood by the author,
following in the footsteps of Robertson Smith. His explanation of Oriental
exaggeration is dangerous and leads him to explain the light that shome
from heaven on the Damascus road at midday as the summer glare of the
Oriental sun at noon. This is typical of the procedure in other sections.

W. A. MAIER.

Foridungen zur Gefdidite ded neuteftamentlidhen Kanonsd und der altfird-
lichen Literatur. SHerausdgegeben von Theodotr Jahn, VIIL Feil,
Hiftorijdhe Studien jum Hebrderbrief. Biveites Heft: Die {ogenann-=
ten Meldhifedbefianer, mit Unterfudung ihrer Quellen auf Ge-
danfeninhalt und dogmengefdhichtlidhe Entwidlung dargeftellt von Hel=
mut Stord, lic. theol. U Deidhertihe BVerlagdbudhandlung (D. Werner
Sdoll), Qeipsig. 82 Seiten 6X9. Preid: M. 5.

%n biefer ebenfo intereflanten ivie gritndlihen und gelehrien Unterfudjung
ift bag Material jufammengetragen, dad fich in der altdhriftlichen Literatur iiber
die fogenannten Meldifedefianer findet. Der Gelbwedhfler Theodot, am Enbde
Des 3lweiten Jahrhunberts lebend, der behauptete, Meldhifedef ,fei eine {ehr grofe
Kraft, er jtehe itber jeder Madyt und fei grbper ald Chriftus” (S. 26), hat, {oweit
it wiffen, den WUnfang gemadht mit ben Spefulationen, um bdie e8 fih hier han=
Delt und bie bi§ ind fiinfte Jahrhunbdert ihre Vertreter Hatten. Neben Ddemen,
die dba meinten, Meldifedef fei eine Kraft Gotted, gab es LQeute, die in ihm den
Heiligen Geift (S. 35), anbere wieder, die in ihm den Sohn Gottes finden twollten
(8. 53). Wieder anbdere fagten furjiveg, er fei Gott (S. 68), das heift, wir Hitten
ihn alg eine Theophanie angufehen. Wlle diefe BVerirrungen nahmen ihren Wus-
gang bom 7. Kapitel des Hebrderbriefs, wo die Worte, Meldhifedet fei ohne BVater,
ohne Mutter, ohne Gefhledht und Hhabe tweder Unfang der Tage nod) Enbde bded
Qebens, twbrtlid) gedeutet wurden und nidht, wie ber Werfaffer fie offenbar per-
ftanben haben will, al8 Wiedergabe bed Werihts in Gen. 14, infofern ndmlid
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Meldhifedet dort gans unvermittelt er{dheint und tweder iiber feine Geburt nod
itber feinen Tod irgend etivad gefagt wird. Dies Hertliche BVorbild auf unfern
SHeiland, dag im Hebrderbrief mit grofer Wirme und vorgefithrt wwird, Hat
offenbar in ber alten Rirde die Gemiiter midtig gefeffelt. Mit welthem nad-
ahmung8iverten Gifer hat man fih damalg in ein tiefes Studium der Heiligen
Sdyrift verfenft! Nur {habe, daf die redhte Nitdhternheit oft beifeitegelafien tourde.
Unfer BVerfaffer gibt ungd danfenswerten Wufihlup itber die Quellen fiir ndhere
Befannt{daft mit diefen Qeuten und iiber die einfdhligige Literatur und befpridht
bann bie oben furgertwdhnten Punite ausfithrlich) mit vielen Jitaten, die er tmmer
im Urtegt anfithrt. Sein eigened Urteil fagt er o jufammen (&. 81): ,Bon einer
,Sefte’ ber Meldhifedefianer fann man nur bedingteriveife veden; aud) dheint 3
und nad) dem bisher borliegenden Quellenmaterial unmiglidh, gnoftijdhe Cinfliifje
fiher feftsuftellen. Bielmehr haben toir e8 mit einer driftlihen Spefulation, die
burd) ben SHebrderbrief angeregt ift, su tun. Cinmal genannt, veranlafte die
myfterivie Geftalt Meldhifedets verfdhiedene Gebanfengruppen, die ihren inneren
Bufammenbhang durd) bag gemeinjame Problem erhielten.” W Arndt.

Bubdha und Chriftusd. Cin BVergleid jtveier groper Weltreligionen. Bon
Prof. D. theol. Hilfo Wiardo Shomerus HallezSaale 1931,
Budhandlung ded Waifenhaujed. 91 Seiten 534 X934, Preig: M. 3.50.

Die aggreffive Haltung verjdhiedener falfcher Religionen, fonderlidh aud) des
Buddhismus, tritt in den lepten Jahren fehr ftarf Herbor. Wie der Moham:
mebanidmug, fo Hhat aud) der Bubdhidmus die Offenfive ergriffen, und j3war
aud) gevabe mit Wbfiht auf die Gelehrientvelt. Dad Vroblem der Wbivehr mag
aud) an und herantreten, fonderlid) wenn die lebhafte Propaganbda des vergangenen
Jahraehutsd fidh auf ben amerifanifhen Univerfititen und — theologifden Semi=
naren uod) ettwad mehr Cingang verfdhafft. Mit immer groperer Dreiftigteit
tritt man fitv @leichberedhtigung der verfdhiedenen Religionen ein. Und wenn
bie8 nidht der Fall ift, {o bringt man Stubdien, die twenigftend ein niehr ober
weniger ftarf {ympathifhes Geprige zeigen. Faft hdtten twir gefagt, dap dad
borliegende Bud) jur lesteren Klaffe gehort, obgleidh e8 nadh) Darftellung des Wer=
lfegers eine peinlicdhft objeftive und geredite Darftellung ded Bubddhidmus bieten
will, und zwar auf Grund von bier Fragen, auf die der Verfaffer eine Untivort
geben will: Wer ift Buddha, und wer ift Chriftus? Weldes find ihre grundlegen=
den Unfdauungen itber Gott, itber die Welt und itber den Menfden? Was
wollten fie? UWie glaubten fie das, was fie wollten, erreidhen su fimnen? Der
LBerfaffer hat anerfennenswerte Dienfte geleiftet, aber leider ift e8 ihm nidht gans
gelungen, den eigentlidhen Hauptpunft der driftlidhen Religion, pon bder ftellber=
tretenden @enugtuung Chrifti, addquat darzuftellen. Jn jeiger Jeit, wo Dder
Mobdernidmus auf der gangen Front vorriidt, geniigt e8 nidht (um e3 gelinde
audjudriiden), wenn gefagt wird: ,Chriftus hat aud) jeldbft feinen Tod am Kreuse
al8 einen fitr ung Menfden 3u ihrem Weften erlittenen Tod angefehen.”
(©.85.) QAud) wad ieiter gefagt toird iiber den Schuldbdarafter der Siinde und
itber die Tatfadhe, dap Chriftus die Siinde ald8 Sdhuld mit allen Folgen auf fich
nahm, erveiht nidht gans die Hihe der vollen lutherifhen Darftellung, nimlid
bag sudbem Tragendad Abtragen fam und dbaf die objeftive Redyt=
fertigung burdy Chriftt Tod und Wnferftehung al8 vollendete Tatfadhe bor bder
Giinderivelt liegt. Durd) diefen Jujay wiirbe aud nod) ftarfer jum Wusdrud
gebracht, da dag Chriftentum nidht lediglich die befte der jetst beftehenden Reli-
gionen ift, jondern {dhledhthin bdie abjolute Religion, P.C Krepmanmn
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Social Progress and Christian Ideals. Rdited by Wm. P. King. Cokes-
bury Press, Nashville. 360 pages, 6 X8. Price, $2.25.

This book consists of four parts: I. The Perspective of Social Progress,
by James Myers, Industrial Secretary of the Federal Council of Churches;
II. Obstacles to Progress, by Alva W. Taylor, professor in Vanderbilt Uni-
versity; III. Conditions of Social Progress, by William P. King, Book
Editor of the Methodist Episcopal Church South; IV. A Forecast of
Social Progress, by Howard E. Jensen, professor in Duke University. There
is a good deal of factual information in this volume, and one will be grate-
ful for this much. But the fundamental weakness of this book is its failure
to define correctly the concept of the Kingdom. It is, in every one of its
parts, a paean of praise to present-worldliness. Statements like the follow-
ing are characteristic of the book: “In His great picture of the Judgment
Day, Jesus again makes it clear that those are saved who live brotherly
lives. Brotherly living s salvation.” (P. 30.) “Women have gained
higher status wherever Christianity has spread, although many of the
ecclesiastical bodies at home have not yet acknowledged the equality of
woman or her right to minister or hold office in the Church itself.”
(P.109.) A large section of one part of the book is based upon the social
creed of the Federal Council of Churches!! P. E. KRETZMANN.

The Philosophy of Religion. By Rudolf Otto. Translated by E. B.
Dicker, M. A. 231 pages, 5% X8%. Richard R. Smith, Inc., New
York. Price: $2.50.

The author is professor in the University of Marburg and has written
earlier volumes notable for their polemics against prevailing mechanical
conceptions of life, especially of human life. In this volume he treats the
philosophy of religion on the basis of Kant and Fries, with consideration
also of De Wette and Tholuck. The volume requires an understanding
of Kant’s system. While this revival of Fries indicates how far the pen-
dulum has swung away from materialism, there is no approach to the
traditional faith of Christendom. TH. GRAEBNER.

Josephus and the Jews. By F. J. Foakes Jackson, M. A., D.D. Richard
R. Smith Ine., 1930. XVI and 299 pages, 54 X8%. Price, $3.00.

Under this title the well-known and widely read author, professor of
Christian Institutions at Union Theological Seminary, now in his seventy-
second year, offers a semipopular discussion of Josephus and the period of
church history on which his writings throw such helpful light.

It may be said that Foakes Jackson presents a much-needed antidote
to the biography of Josephus by Bentwich, issued before the World War
by the Jewish Publication Society of America, in which the almost in-
stinctively Jewish disparagement brands the famous recorder as “pusillan-
imous and subservient,” “vain and obsequious, servile and spiteful, pro-
fessing candor and practising adulation, prolix and prosaic,” with “few
qualities either literary or personal and many that repel.” The present
historical appraisal of Josephus, the contemporaneous religion, and the
history of the Jews as he explained it in his four well-known books is
treated sympathetically and yet, on the whole, with strict objectivity.

Of course, the theological background is modern and liberal. One of
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his theses maintains that, by studying the sources and literary composi-
tions of Josephus, we can come to a deeper insight into the literary
methods and sources of the gospels and the Acts.

‘We noticed several inaccuracies. For instance, on p. 23 we are told
that but for Josephus, Berosus (misspelled for Berossus) “would to all
appearance have entirely perished.” This position quite overlooks the de-
tailed statements of Eusebius concerning Berossus (who probably received
his Berossus fragments through the medium of Alexander Polyhistor and
Apollodorus). Neither is it true that without Berossus we would never
have known about the Babylonian legends of Xisuthrus and the Flood;
for it has been recognized that in the mutilated cognomen of Deucalion we
have the survival of the original Hellenized Xisuthrus.

One is naturally interested in the eminent author’s opinion of the
Testimonium Flovienum ; but nothing new is offered. The Slavonic edi-
tions are printed in an appendix, practically without comment. His state-
ment, concordant with the cautious skepticism of our day, is to the effect
“that Josephus would naturally be expected to say nothing about Jesus;
but that he might well have inserted the Testimonium in the awkward
form in which it appears in the Antiquities to oblige some friend or
patron who was interested in Christianity.” (p.279.) W. A. MAIER.

Rirdjliches Jahrbud) fiir die evangelifden Landestirden Deut{dhlands 1931.
Gin Hilfsbud sur Kirdjenfunde der Gegentvart. JIn der Nachfolge bon
D, Yohannes Sdneider Herausdgegeben von Lic. Hermann Saffe.
58. Jahrgang. Drud und Verlag von €. BerteldBmann in Gittersloh. 549
Seiten 6X8%, in Qeintwand mit Goldtitel gebunbden. Preis: M. 19.

Wmtstalender fitr evangelifde Geiftlidhe. 1932. €. Berteldmann=BVerlag in
Giitersloh), 336 Seiten 4X5Y, in Qeintvand mit Goldtitel gebunbden.
Preig: M. 2.80.

Diefes ,Rirdhliche Jahrbud fennen und benupen wir {don feit einer Reihe
bon Jahren, und todhrend der Standpunft, den e8 vertritt, durdhaus der bon
ungd nidt gebilligte deutjhlandifdh=lanbdestivhliche ift, {o gibt e8 dod) fein dhn=
liched Werf, bad fo bielfeitig und gut orientiert wie diefes ,Kirchliche Jahrbudys,
da8 nun fdhon feit 1873 jebed Jahr erfdeint und im Laufe der Jahre gang be:
beutend an Umfang geadfen ift. Siebenunddreiffig Bianbe hat der verftorbene
D. Johanned Sdhneider beforgt, der ald der Begriinder ber firdliden Statiftif
gelten fann und durd) den bag Bud) das getworden ift, was e§ nadh feinem Unter=
titel fein foll: ,ein Hilfsbud) jur Kirdhenfunde der Gegentwart’. Diefed deutide
Wort ,Kirdjenfunde” beginnt itbrigend bereits, fih ald Fremdwort in ber Ter:
minologie der englifhen und amerifanijden Theologie einjubiivgern vie {o mande
anbere Deutfdje usdriide. Und wenn man dhnliche Bitder, jum Beifpiel dasd
pbom Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America fHerauggegebene
Year-book of the Churches ober, tie e8 jelt heift, Handbook of the Churches
mit dem borliegenden Werfe vergleidht, fo befdrdnfen fidh diefe englifdien LWerte
wefentlid) auf Statiftif, Udreffen und dhnliches, wdhrend man ausd dem ,Kird)-
lidgen Jahrbudy” irflich einen Cinblid in die Hrdlide Tdtigleit getwinnt, aud
wenn man nidt alle Urteile teilen fann. WUn D. Shneiderd Stelle ijt Pfarver
Lic. Hermann Saffe getreten, der adht befannte RKirdenminner der Gegentwart
alg Mitarbeiter gewonnen Hhat, fiir die Miffion sum Beifpiel den Miffionddireftor
D. . Freptag in Hamburg. Dad Bud) zerfdllt in folgende Kapitel: Kirchliche
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Beitlage (S.1—86); RKirdlide Statiftif (87—204); Gemeinde und Gemeinbde:
organifation (205—219); SKirde und Sdule (220—275); Jnnere Miffion (276
bi8 341); Die foziale Wrbeit dDer epangelifdhen Kirche (342—381); Die deutide
evangelijhe Hetdenmiffion (382—409); Die deutfdhe ebangelifche Kirche tm Aus-
Tand (410—459); Die bfumenifde BVewegqung (460—495); SKirdhlihe Gliederung
bes ebangelifden Deut{dhland und Perfonalftand bder evangelifhen SKirden=
behprden (496—549). Diefes lefte Kapitel, dad uns jum Nadidhlagen befondersd
ertboll ift, enthdlt folgende Unterabteilungen: Gbangelifthe RKirdhenbehorden;
Fretfivhen (o aud) die mit und verbundene eutopdifdhe Freifivdhe thren Plag
bat); Ronfeffionell Dbeftimmte RKirdengruppen; Ebangelifh-theologifdhe Faful=
titen; Predigerfeminare; Stubdentenheime. €8 fredt ein grohes Stitd Wrbeit
in diefem Werfe, und die Wusdftattung ift muftergitltig. — Diefelbe BVerlagdbud)=
bandlung gibt audh jedbed Jahr einen fehr Hitb{den, praftifhen Tafdenfalenber
mit Notigbud) Heraus, der zwar junddft fiir deutfdlandijdhe BVerhdltnifie ein=
gerichtet ift, aber vegen feiner Ungabe idtiger firdpen= und weltge{dhidytlicher
Gedenftage und feiner Wablfpriidhe fiir jeden Tag aud Luther und anbern
Sdriftitellern aud) hierzulanbe intereflant und ivertvoll ift.
Q. Fitrbringer.

Fliehet aud Babel! Gine gewiffenhafte Gegeniiberftellung der deut{dhen evan-
gelifhen La Plata-Synode und der evangelifh=lutherijden Shynode bon
Miffourt, Ohio und andern Staaten U, Y. & JIm Wuftrag des Urgen=
tintjden Diftrifts der €b.-Quth. Synode von Miffouri, Ohio und andern
Staaten U A & Bon Prof. AL T. Kramer.

€8 ift befannt, baf unfere Britber in Siibamerifa Heftig befdmpft werden
von Qeuten, die aud) al8 SQutheraner gelten ollen, aber bon der Stellung bder
lutherifchen Befenntnid{dhriften teit abgewiden find. Jn Wrgentinien ift e§ be=
fonders bie Qa Plata-Shnode, die thnen entgegentritt, Prof. Kramer jeigt in
biefer Brofdiire, wasd fiir ein Kbrper die Qa Plata-Shnode ift und weldhe JFrr=
lehren bon ihr berbreitet ober doch) gedbuldet twerben. Fiir uns in Nordamerifa
hat diefe Schrift nidht nur infofern Wert, al8 fie Aufihlup ¢ibt itber die Kimpfe
unfeter VBritder im fernen Siiben, fondern aud) infofern, al8 fie die Stellung
fennjeichnet, die bon den Leuten eingenommen foird, die auf dem gleihen Grunbde
mit ben deut{dhen, fih evangelij) nennenden Sanded- ober Bolisfirden ftehen,
und twertbolle Material jur Wiberlegung ihrer Jrrtitmer bietet, Die Sdhrift
berdient 8, aud) bet uns gelefen ju werden, W, Yrndt.

Will America Become Catholic? John F.Moore. Harper & Brothers,
Publishers. New York and London, MCMXXXI. X and 252 pages.
Price, $2.00.

An interesting and useful book. The author, who calls himself
“a reasonable Protestant,” for many years a secretary of the Y.M. C. A,,
answers the question of the title in the negative. In spite of “a good deal
of exaggerated hope on the Roman Catholic side and of exaggerated alarm
among Protestants” the United States is not “in process of a gradual, but
certain conversion to the Roman Catholic Church.” Correctly he estimates
the results of such an eventuality: “The Catholic cannot accept equality
with other citizens. ... If Roman Catholics are in a majority, they must
dominate society.” In reaching his verdict, the author quotes from forty-
six Catholic periodicals, usually late issues, and so offers in this book
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a wealth of information that makes it valuable even aside from the main
issue under discussion. We find the answer to questions like these: Are
Catholic statistics reliable? What happens when a hapless Catholic priest
falls? How much is the Catholic Church gaining from, and losing to,
other denominations? Does the Roman Church control 50 per cent. of the
hospitals in the United States? Is the Roman Catholic Church, though
a minority, establishing a dominance over American culture and institu-
tions? In this connection it is interesting to note that there are 20,000,000
Catholics in the United States and just above 3,000,000 Masons; but 304
members of the House of Representatives are Masons and only 35 Catholies;
65 Senators are Masons against 6 Catholics; of the 48 Governors 36 are
Masons, none Catholics; there are two Masons on the Supreme Court and
only one Catholic. While, then, the danger threatening from Rome must
not be overlooked as negligible, — that would be a false consolation to draw
from this book, — yet there are other factors, perhaps even more dangerous.
— The book closes with a strange paragraph: ‘“The evidence as a whole
seems to indicate that Protestantism will be seriously mistaken if it leaves
the future of religion to the Roman Catholic Church. With all its zeal
that Church is not covering and apparently cannot cover the field.” Is that
the danger that Protestants are surrendering the field to the Roman
Church? TrEO. HOYER.

Lessons in the Small Catechism of Dr. Martin Luther. By Geo. Mez-
ger, D.D. Third Edition, slightly revised by the Rev. W.H. Luke.
Concordia Publishing House, 1931. 192 pages, 5X7%. Price, 50 cts.

We are more than pleased to bring this book to the attention of our
readers. First published in 1923, it met with such universal and well-
deserved favor that a second edition became necessary in 1928; and now,
after three years, the third edition, with slight changes by Pastor W.H.
Luke, has been put on the market. This book is truly a Godsend to all
pastors and teachers working in school and Sunday-school; for here the
author offers the ripe fruit of years of study and practical experience in
the field of catechetics. As the reviser states in his foreword, the book may
also be used to good advantage as a text-book in the Senior Department of
our Sunday-schools, in the “training-course” (the first year in the two-year
confirmation course), in the instruction of adults, in a course of instruction
by mail, in family worship, etc. We hope that this book will become the
standard in our circles and that no pastor or teacher will be without it.
The price is remarkably low, only 50 cents for a book of 192 pages. We
hope that Concordia Publishing House will not be disappointed in its con-
viction that the teaching forces of our Synod will know a real bargain
when their attention is called to it. TH. LAETSCH.

Mission Stories. Incidents which Happened on Our Mission-fields. By
Christopher Drewes. Concordia Publishing House, 1931. 99 pages,
5X7TY%. Price, 70 cts.

The author of this book, for many years the Field-secretary of our
Negro Missions, was called to his eternal rest a few days after he had de-
livered his finished manusecript to the publishers. It is fitting that the last
book from the pen of this consecrated friend of missions should be a book
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of just this nature, written for the purpose of awakening in the hearts of
his fellow-Christians a zeal like that glowing in his own heart. He has
gathered twenty-six stories from various fields on which our missionaries
are laboring. “It is believed that the stories are all related from life,
without fictitious additions or embellishments.” Such stories will create
greater interest in that wonderful work which the Savior has commanded
to His Church on earth. Reading these stories will convince us that mis-
sion-work is, in fact, a glorious privilege granted by the exalted Savior to
His brethren and sisters on earth. Pastors ought to make use of the
material here offered in their missionary sermons and in endeavoring to
create interest in the expansion movement contemplated in a number of
our Districts during the Lenten season. TH. LAETSCH.

The Nameless Longing. Twenty-four Sermons by Hubert L. Simpson,
Minister of Westminster Church, London. Harper & Brothers, New
York. 305 pages, 5X7%. Price, $2.00.

In this volume we have the modern Reformed sermon at its best. The
author is a master of English style, and several of the sermons offered here
are literary gems. In form and language they are distinctly modern. They
are characterized by gracefulness and ease, simple, but elegant language,
telling epigrams, and gripping applications. Some of the conclusions take
the reader by surprise,—mnot a bad feature in conclusions. The content
of these sermons is not really doctrinal; but we may say that the preacher
deals with the practical problems of faith and life on the basis of a fairly
well-defined doctrinal foundation and that he, with a few exceptions, makes
legitimate use of his texts in doing this. Unfortunately, the doctrine of
justification is kept in the background too much. Nevertheless the preacher
who desires to improve his sermons will find much pleasure, inspiration,
and guidance in this little volume. Among other things, he will be im-
pressed with the fact that the elegance and the dignity which should
distinguish our pulpit utterances can best be attained by the simultaneous
cultivation of depth of thought and simplicity of presentation.

E. J. FRIEDRICH.

Books Received. — Eingegangene Literatur,

Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.: —

Proceedings of the Fifty-Seventh Convention of the Central
District. Vol. 1931, No.9. 80 pages. Price, 30 cts. Doctrinal essays:
Das Werk der Heiligung, by Pastor A.Gerken, and “How Can a Christian
Congregation Best Accomplish the Purpose for which It Exists?” by Dr. W.
H.T.Dauw.

Berhandlungen der fediten Jahresverfammiung ded Nord-Nebrasfa-
Diftrifts. Jahrgang 1931, Nr. 10. 84 Seiten. Preid: 28 €13. Referat: ,Die
Regierung Gottes.” Referent: P.C. Edhardt

Proceedings of the Sixth Convention of the Northern Nebraska
District. Vol. 1931, No. 11. 56 pages. Price, 15 cts. Doctrinal essay:
“The First Commandment,” by Director Martin Greebner, also a résumé
of the German essay on “The Providence of God,” by Pastor E.Eckhardt.

Proceedings of the Fifty-Sixth Convention of the Eastern Dis-
trict. Vol. 1931. No. 12. 109 pages. Price 51 cts. Doctrinal essays:
Johannes der Taeufer, by Pastor E. F. Brand, and “Unionism,” by Pastor
H. Bielenberg.
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The Lutheran Synod Book Co., Minneapolis, Minn.: —

Beretning om det fjortende ordentlige Synodemode af den
Norske Synode af den Amerikanske Evangelisk Lutherske Kirke.
157 pages. Doctrinal essays: ‘“Modernism,” by Pastor Geo. 0. Lillegard,
and Omwvendelsen, by Pastor Jos. B. Unseth.

Augustana Book Concern, Rock Island, Ill.:—
Minutes of the Seventy-Second Convention of the Evangelical

Lutheran Augustana Synod. 512 pages. No doctrinal essay, but com-
prehensive reports with doctrinal content.

Richard R.Smith, Inc., New York, N.Y.: —

The Minister’s Week-Day Challenge. By HEdwin H. Byington.
Price, $2.00.

The Abingdon Press: —
Disciple Winners. By Ohristian F. Reisner. Price, $1.50.

The Westminster Press, Philadelphia: —

The Director of Religious Education. By Harry C. Munro. 207
pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.50.

The National Publishing Co., Philadelphia Pa.:—

Life’s Four Windows. Forty-seven Practical Sermons on Every-day
Topics. By Samuel W.Purvis, D. D. 338 pages, 5X71%. Price, $1.50.

The Pilgrim Press, Boston, Chicago: —

The Science of Leadership. Pupil’s Work Book. By Erwin L.
Shaver. 176 pages, 6 X8%%. Price, $1.00.

Beitfdrift fitr {pitematijhe Theologie. Herausgegeben von Cazxl
Stange und andern. Berteldmann, Gittersloh. 9. Jahrgang, 2. Vierteliahrs-
heft; Teftheft fitr Ferd. Kattenbujd), Wehrung: Theologie und deut{dher Idea=
ligmug; Hempel: Gott, Menjd und Tier im Wlten Teftament; Stange: Die
driftlide Lehre vom ewigen Leben; Winfler: Die Gigenart ded theolngifhen Er=
fennens; Althausd: Die Geftalt diefer Welt und die Siinde; LWeber: Vom evan=
gelijhen Berftindnis bed Glaubens.

Neue Kivdylide Beitirift. SHerausgegeben von L. Fhme (8 und anbern.
Deidjert, Leipsig. 42. Jahrgang, Heft 11. O. Stahlin: Die Jozialiftifdhe Arbeiter=
jugendbetvegung (Sdhlup); W. Gupmann: Yus {dwibifden Tduferatten (SHhlug);
3. Bergdolt: Jeit{dhriftentundihau.

Corrigenda. — On p. 86, 1. 21 from above, read text instead of “test”;
on p. 94, last line, faces instead of “fears.”
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