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New Analytical Indexed Bible. Authorized Version, with more ac-
curate renderings of the A. R.V. (American Revised Version) placed
in brackets in the text. A system of helps comprising textual re-
vision, analysis of the entire Bible, treatment of outstanding facts
of each book, 42 charts, contemporaneous history, a specially ar-
ranged harmony of the gospels, a condensed dictionary of the Bible,
and many other features of exceptional character and merit to facili-
tate the study and better understanding of the Scriptures. John
A. Dickson Publishing Co., Chicago. Buxton-Westerman Co., Ex-
clusive Distributors, 21 W. Elm S8t., Chicago, Ill. 53,X854X11.
Printed on Warren’s fine India paper. Price, $7.756 (and up, ac-
cording to the binding).

To give our readers an idea of the nature of this Bible, we might
mention, in addition to the features named on the title-page, which is
transcribed above, that in the beginning of the volume we find a discus-
sion of the division of the Bible by the Hebrews, of the canon of the
Scriptures, and of the history of the text, followed by a history of the
versions, especially the English. A long chapter on the inspiration of
the Scriptures is inserted in this connection. Then there follows a chap-
ter on the progress of doctrine, intended to show how some of the great
teachings of the Bible, especially that on the Messiah, were gradually set
forth with greater fulness. The condensed dictionary of the Bible, re-
ferred to on the title-page, is called “Index and Digest” and covers 200
pages. Each book of the Seriptures is preceded by a page of introductory
remarks and a chart giving a bird’s-eye view of the contents. At the con
clusion of each book we find an outline and a chapter giving the out-
standing facts of the book and another one pointing to the contempora-
neous history and, finally, in the Old Testament, a section embodying New
Testament references. In the last part of the volume we find, besides
other matters, information on the Jewish calendar, on weights and mea-
sures, the Herodian family, and a section entitled “Topical Study of the
Bible.” A concordance and a Bible atlag form the conclusion.

In stating our opinion of this new Bible, we can say that it contains
some highly commendable features. The binding, the paper, the enumera-
tion of parallel passages, not in the margin, but below each verse (as in
our German Bible), the brief analyses, and the wealth of historical ma-
terial given in the helps are matters which elicit our approval. With
respect to some points we have our doubts. Is it really wise to insert
such a great amount of these helps between the various books of the
Scriptures, in the sacred text itself? Would it not be better to present
this material either before or after the Scriptures proper? Is mnot the
attention of the reader deflected too much by this extraneous, human
reading-matter? Furthermore, in point of scholarship the volume does
not rank as high as one has a right to expect. For instance, concerning
the Syrian, or Peshito, Version of the Seriptures, we are told on page 4:
“This was made at Edessa in Mesopotamia, at the close of the first cen-
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tury A.D. It is the most ancient copy of the Holy Bible.” We wonder
how the editor would prove that the Peshito arose at Edessa at the close
of the first century A.D. Again, why does he say it is the most ancient
copy of the Holy Bible? Is he speaking of a special manuscript? That
is what the words imply. But all scholars know that the Peshito is not
a copy, or manuscript, but a version, and that the oldest extant manu-
scripts of it date from about the fifth century A.D. If he is referring
to the Sinaitic manuscript of the ancient Syriac Version or to the Cure-
tonian, he should have said so. The statement (p.4) that the Vulgate
“was condemmned as inaccurate” by the Council of Trent is highly mis-
leading. Again, is it really generally believed that the so-called Epistle
of Barnabas was written by the famous coworker of St. Paul mentioned
in the Book of Acts? (Cf. p.6.) The statement (p. 52) that the cherubim
are not angels we cannot endorse. More serious than such things are
a few doctrinal errors. In the paragraph on Baptism in the Bible dic-
tionary we fail to find the presentation of the Secripture doctrine of this
Sacrament. What is taught reflects the Reformed view. The statement
reads: “Baptism symbolizes regeneration and is the public profession of
faith and discipleship. It signifies a confession of faith, a cleansing of
the soul from sin, a death to sin, and a new life to righteousness.” In
the paragraph on the Lord’s Supper the real presence is not taught. We
are told: “The believer, in partaking of this Sacrament, enters into fel-
lowship with his suffering Savior and Master.” This again is Reformed
teaching, which denies that Christ’s body and blood are partaken of in
the Lord’s Supper by all communicants, those that are worthy and those
that are unworthy. Other inaccurate or erroneous statements could be
pointed to. On the other hand, the definitions of justification and re-
generation are excellent, though that of regeneration should have men-
tioned Baptism. Now and then a misprint or a fault of style jars the
reader. Exclusive of the atlas the book comprises 1,639 pages.

‘W. ARNDT.

Through the Bible in a Year. By Amos R. Wells. W. A. Wilde Com-
pany, Boston. 128 pages, 41 X634. Price, $1.00.

Bible Sayings. By Amos R. Wells. W.A.Wilde Company, Boston, 126
pages, 6 X7%. Price, $1.00.

Through the Bible in a Year shows how the reading of the entire Bible
may be finished within one year, apportioning certain chapters to each day
and giving suggestions for meditation and for further study. In order to
acquaint the reader with the nature of the work, we submit a few samples
of these meditations and suggestions. The readings for the eighth week
are Num. 20 to Deut. 2.

“For MEDITATION AS YoU READ.

“February 19. A life for a look! How am I looking to Jesus?

“February 20. Am I using to the full for Christ my power of speech?

“February 21. Moses’ sin kept him from the Promised Land. Is any
sin of mine keeping me from such joy?
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“For FurTHER STUDY Ir YOoU HAVE TIME.
“February 19. Look up the references in the New Testament to the
brazen serpent and the water of Meribah.

“February 20. Find the interesting references to Balaam in the rest
of the Bible, both Old and New Testaments.

“February 21. Study the thought of atonement in chapters 28 and 29.

“February 24. Go through the entire book, marking the passages which
have chiefly impressed you as worthy to be remembered. You might use
red ink to mark those passages that point forward to Christ.”

The isagogical remarks are not always reliable, as when Ecclesiastes
is dated after the exile and the statement is made that certain facts “would
seem to prove that Daniel was an actual historical personage.” Pastors
may use it as a guide for similar work, while we would hardly recom-
mend it to our laymen.

The Bible Sayings are less satisfactory. While the book claims that
“it does include probably all that ome is likely to meet in ordinary rei-
erences in reading or speech,” some of the most important Scripture-
passages are lacking. Why should, e.g., Is. 60,22 be listed and Rom. 3,
24. 25. 28; 16, 17; Matt. 7, 15 be missing? Why should Is. 58, 13. 14 not
at once be followed by Rom. 14,5.6 or Col.2,16.17% T. LAETSCH.

Der RKirdjengedanfe Johann Gerhardsd nund feiner Beif, LVon Friedrid
S dente, Lic. theol. Drud und Verlag bon €. Berteldmann in Giiters=
{oh. 1931. 112 Ceiten. Preis: M. 4.20.

Yud) auperhald der Mifjourifhnobe werben die alten Dogmatifer nod) ge=
fefenr, und Ddiefe auf griindlidher Wrbeit beruhende dogmengefdhichtliche Stubdie
mag mandjen audy unter und veranlaffen, dag unterbrodjene Studium bder ali-
{utherijdhen Dogmatifer twieder aufsunehmen. Sie faun und babei audy ert-
polle Dienjte Tleiften, wenn aud) die Frage nad) ber Geftaltung der Kirdpe, die
den Hintergrund diefer Sdrift bilbet, unter und nidt ftrittig ijt. Jn vler
Kapiteln (1. Dad Sdyidfal ded RKirdjengedanfens in der nadhreformatorifden
Theologie, 2. Der Kirdhengedbanfe Johann Gerhords, 3. Grundiafe der fivdhliden
Redtsordnung nady Johann Gerhard, 4. Die beginnende Jerfefung ded Kirdhen=
gebanfend in der Hodyprihodborie) twird die Lehre von ber Kirde nadh) der Dar=
ftellung der fritheren Dogmatifer (Meland)thon, Chemniy uiw.), fobonn Gerhards,
baun {pidterer Dogmatifer (Calov, Kiunig, Tuenftedt, Bater) {oiwie die firden=
redjtlidhen Theorien J. B, Carpsobd und anderer dargelegt, €3 tvitd gegeigt, vie
®erhards Darfellung der Sdriftlehre (unfidjtbare RKirde, fichtbare Kirde) eine
#Doppelte Frontjtellung des Iutherijhen Kirdjengedanfend gegenitber dem fatho-
lifhen Unftaltsgedanfen und dem Seftenideals bildet. ,Der fatholijhen Theo=
Iogie gegenitber, bie einfad) ihre dufere Sirdhenorganifation mit der Kirde itber=
haupt ibentifiziert, hebt Gerhard bag Moment Hervor, daf nur edhte und tvahre
Grneurung ioirflid) Gliedidaft am Leibe CYriftt verbiivgt, Hier ift e8 fein JIn=
teveffe, ber Berduperlidhung ded Kivdhengedaniens entgegensutreten, die fich
ous bem reinen UAnftaltddarafter der Tatholifhen SKirche ergab. Den Seften
gegenitber betont Gerhard, daff e8 unmiglidh) ift, die fittli Guten und wahrhaft
Frommen audsufondern und fitr fih ufommensufaffen su Yeiligen Gemeinbden,
bie bann bie Kirde bilden Jollens (S.37.) Wud) dbie mifglitdte Theorie von
ben dret Stinden, toie fie dle Dogmatifer hatten, fommt jur Darfellung. ,E8
find nad) Gerhard Orbnungen in der Kivde. Die Stinde Haben ihren Standort
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in der Rirde feldbjt; fie find in fie hineingeftiftet, in ecclesia a Deo instituti,
toie ftindig verfidhert wird,” (&. 53.) ,Der magistratus ijt ein Glied der Kirdhe,
AL folhed hat er audh beftimmte Redhte in der Kirdye, ,cum sit membrum eccle-
siae, et quidem praecipuum’. ... Jeder Stand mufp feinen Wnteil an der Be=
tufung der Pfarrer haben, die Griftliche Obrigfeit aus einem doppelten Redhtsd=
grunde: al8 Perfon, dad ift, al8 praecipuum membrum ecclesiae und bon
Amts wegen, ald Hiiter des gbttlidhen Gefepes.” (S. 58 ff.) ,E8 wird aud) geseigt,
daf die Theorie bon den drei Stinden in allen ihren Konfequengen
®erhard nidht sujagte. . . . Sdhon diefer einleitende Saf geigt, dap Gerhard der
Ttbernahme bdiefer iura episcopalia in dag Iutherifhe Kirdentum mit ftarfen
Pedenfen gegenitberfteht. Gr fieht in ihnen einen Frembisrper.” (&.72.) — Wir
glauben, dap der VWerfaffer die Lehre Gerhardd im allgemeinen ridhtig dargelegt
hat. Seine eigene Stellung ift aber nidht die viditige. Der Satly 3. B.: ,Jeht [bel
den fpdteren Dogmatifern] fteht nidt mehr die Kivche itber dem eingelnen ald ber
Organismus, alg deffen Glied der eingelne allein feine Criftens und Geltung von
und bor Gott Haty (&. 95) ijt al8 Tadel vermeint. &.89: ,So itbernahm hier
im Qutbertum bdie Sdrift die Stelle, die im fatholijdhen Weltfirdenredit dasd
Papfttum innehatte. &.102: ,WAB finis theologiae formalis er{dheint [bei
Galob und andern] bdie fruitio Dei. . . . €8 ift hier nidht (utherijdher Redht=
fertigung8dglaube, fondern die guleft auf uguftin juritdgehende Myjtif, die den
Jnbalt biefes Jieled beftimmt hat.r &.38: ,Der lefte Grund biefes Jrrivegs,
auf den die Unterfheidung der unfidhtbaren und fihtbarven Kirche fithrt, ijt dodh
die fdhiefe Formulierung des Wrtitels 8 der Confessio Augustana.” Sdlieflidh
der Saf S. 86: ,Unberverfeits ift die Verivirflihung ded lutherifhen Kircdhen=
gedanfens auBerordentlich {dhwer.” Gott Hat und dodh die Verirflidhung besd
Kirdjengedanfensd leiht gemadyt; er hat genau angegeben, wad dabei ju tun ift.
Det Chrift freut fich der unfidhtbaren Gemeinjdaft der Heiligen. Gr fann freilid)
diefe unjidytbare Gemeinjhaft niht fihtbar darjtellen. Dad forbert darum
®ott aud) nidht. Wber dies fordert Gott, daf die eingelnen CYriften, eben tweil fie
innerfid) jujommengehdren, aud) duBerlich fih sufammentun, eine fihthare Se=
meinfhaft bilben, indem die Chriften, die Defeinander wobhnen, fih um Wort und
Saframent fammeln, eine Lofalfivdhe, eine Ort8gemeinde, bilben, aud) thren Mit-
menfden dad Wort nahebringen, dap fie fo viel ald mbglid), je nad) Selegenbeit
und Umijtinden, jufommen mit ihren Mitdriften und Schiveftergemeinden bdad
Wert beg HErrn tretben und dap fie fidh in diefem allem von der Obrigfeit, von
Der teltlichen oder vom einer firdhlidhen, nidhts dreinveden laffen. Dag alles ift,
fofern wir Ehriften find, auferordentlidh) leidht su verwirilichen.
Th Cngelder.

Der Nimife Katholizismusd und dasd Cvangelium. Neden, gehalten auf
der Tagung driftlier Wfadbemifer, Freudenftadt 1930, bon Hermann
Wolfgang Beper:- Greifswald, Satrl Feser= Tithingen, Cma-=
nuel Hiv]d-Gottingen, Hannsg Ritdert:-Leipgig. 175 Seiten.
Caliver Bereinsbudhhandlung, Stuttgart.

fiber da8 Programm, dasd die driftlichen Wfadbemifer fich bei der borjdhrigen

Tagung geftellt Hatten, berichtet Defan Vidhringer in dem GeleitStwvort ju diefem

Budhe: ,Der heute wieder {o tatige Katholizismus ndtigt alle, die in lebendiger

Berithrung mit Kivche und Geiftedleben ftehen, ju einem tiefer begriindeten Urteil

und ju flaver praftifjher Stellungnabhme. Wollen iir ein guted ebangelifdies

Getiffen haben, fo mup beided in einer im Cvangelium ruhenden Erienntnis
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pevanfert fein. Hier Hilft nur ein jolibed Wiffen und ein im Gottedivort ge=
bunbened Geiviffen.” $Hier werden nun die teillveife eriveiterten Reben im Drud
pavgeboten. Yuf eine einfeitende Predigt iiber die ziveite Bitte von Prof. D. Karl
Feger folgt ein BWorirag bon Peof. D. Hermann Wolfgang Beyer ither ,Die Kirdye
pesd Gvangeliums und die Qoslbfung ded Katholizid8mus vbon ihr’; dann rebete
Prof. D. Emanuel Hir{d) iiber dad Thema: ,Der Glaube nad) evangelifher und
rhmifd=tatholifher Unfdhauung? und {dlieplih Prof. D. Hanng Ritdert iiber
+Wiefle und Wbendmahlv,

63 ift mandes Qefendiverte in dem Bitdhlein, mand) feine Unterjdeidung,
mand) treffended Urteil. Das Thema ded erften WVorirags ift gut getodhlt; nidht
pie Kivdie ber Reformation, fondern der RKatholizidmus ift eine ,LodlBjung”,
namlid) von der uralten RKirde ded Cvangeliums; die Kirdje der Reformation
war Ritdfehr su ihr; dad wird in Dem BVortrag ausgefithrt, Freilidh wird man
aud) ba nidht allem beiftimmen, 3. B. wenn gefagt wird, FE{us habe erft allmdfhlich
au8 Grfahrung gelernt, ,daff von dem bdielen audgeftreuten Samen das meifte
auf unfrudytbaren Boben fallen witrbe” (&. 17); er habe den Jnhalt {einer Vor=
frellung vom meffiani{den Wmt aud der GotteSinedtidhaft ded zmeiten Jejaiasd
(jo Bfters) gewonnen (&.19); JICfu Crideinung vor den fiinfhundert Britbern
falle mit der Pfingfterfahrung, die die WApoftelgefchichte jhilbert, jufammen und
fonne barum freifich nidht in Galilda gefdjehen fein (€. 28); PBaulud Habe fich
im Sturm der Yudeinanderfefung ju gefahrlichen Mitteln hinreifen laffen (&. 46).
Der 3weite Vortrag bietet eine gute Sdhilberung der fatholijdhen Lehre von Gnabde
und Glauben; aber von Prof. Hir{d) Darlegung der evangelijdhen KLehre vom
Glauben fann nidht viel Guted gefagt werden; fie enthdlt mandes, wad nidht dem
Glauben gemdf ift. Und dag itbrige gibt feinen flaven Ton. 8 mutet einen
jhon fonberbar an, baff feine einzige Shriftitelle al8 Veleg angefithrt vird; o8
inird einem flar, warum nidt, wenn man weiter lieft: ,Wnf wirflide Einbeit
im menjhliden Sinn haben wir ju verzidhten gelernt — fiir imurer. FTheologifdhe
Lehre ird bet unsd immer indibiduell gebrodhen und gefdrbt bleiben. . . . Was
wir Menfden denfend und redend formen, ift niemals die Wahrheit; e3 verhdlt
fih nur jur Wabhrheit. €8 ift bas Beugnis von der Wahrheit ober dad Redjen-
{®aftégeben itber bie LWabhrheit, die fih und innerlid) aufidhliept, die unjer Here
31 werden begehrt und bdabei aud) unfere Gedbanfen und BWegriffe tn Bewegung
fett, an thnen bilbet, fie ju threm Werfzeng ju maden tradtet.” Darum ,fHnnen
wir nie aus dem, wag ir lehren und denfen, ein Gefes fiir anbere madhen, weil
wir nidt befugt find ju ent{deiden, wo bie gbttlidhe Wabhrheit darin anfingt und
unfere Siinde qufhsrt. Daraus ergidt fih dann unfer Verhdlinis sum Meuen
Feftament. Beugnis und Lehre der poftel wird dem einen Lebenbdigen, der allein
bie Wahrheit ift, sum gebredlien Werlseng in menfdlider Rede. Daraus folgt
bie Freitheit der Chriftenheit, aller Lehre eime andere Reflexionsgeftalt ju geben,
af8 bie Qefhre des Neuen Teftaments hat. Die Einigleit der Chriftenheit mit den
Apojteln in der Veugung unter die fidh offendbarende lebendige Wabhrheit Gotted
fann alfo nidht an der {ibereinftimmung in einzelnen Worten unbd Wegriffen ge=
meffen werben”; jeber ebangelijdhe Chrift hat die Pilicyt, .felber alfe Lehre ju
urtetlen, das Yeift, {elber ju priifen, ob fie fich thm betvdhrt al8 toahr, ald Jeugnis
bon ottt und feiner Offenbarung”. Das heipt: Wahrheit und Neues Teftament
find nidt identifdh; Gott wird ol8 Objeft bed Glaubens lodgeldft von feinem ge=
offenbarten Wort; nur bad foll der Chrift fiix Wabhrheit Halten, was fidh) ihm in
jeinem Grfabrung8leben als Wohrheit betwdhrt, Damit ¢ibt man die objeftive
®ottestwahrheit preis, und bann fann ed nidht anbers fein, 8 folgt Ungewifiheit,
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Unflarheit, BVerworrenheit, — Nebenbei gefagt, €8 ift {dhver begreiflich, warum
man fih in deutiden Kreifen bdufig eined {o {dhiwerfilligen, {dhiververftindlichen
Stil8 befleipigt in Saden, dba man dodh) getvify flav perftanben werben will, Eine
Probe: ,Nur wenn fie im Glauben ein Cpiftenzverhiltnis begriindet, ift bie
MWahrheit Gottes tirflidh) erfannt; auper dem ift fie miverftanden. Begreifen
fann man biefe Yusfage nur, wenn man fich flavmadt, dap Gotted HErriein ein
wefentlidhes Moment {eines Geiftfeind ift, die§ fein HCErriein aber ald ein ben
Begriff Berfprengendes nur in dem ihn Jum=HCrrn-Haben fennengelernt werden
fann, Sein HErriein bfinet jeden Wugenblid in dem und er{dhloflenen Geiftiein
einen nodh) unerfhipften Abgrund ded Geiftes, und fein Geiftfein hat in der un=
ergriinblidhen Getvalt bed HErrieind dad eigentliche lebendige Geheimnis. Gottes
HCrriein itber midh ift aber nicht tm blogen Wiffen davon ju verwviriliden, eil
ih midh aus dem Wiffen al8 Wifjen nodh) immer in mein itbriged Menjdfein vetten
fann.t Y fann miv etwad dabei denfen; ob e3 aber dadfelbe ift, twag Profefjor
Hir{d meint, mbdyte ih nidht garvantieren. Gott fei Danf, fo rvedet die Schrijt
nicht, fo rebet Quther nidht, {o redet aud) unjer lutherifhes BVefenninis nidht. —
Profeflor Nitdert geigt {Hlieglid), warum die Meffe eine {o groke Rolle im fatho:-
lijhen Gottesdienit {pielt, Wud hier ift freilid) eimsuivenden, dak dem Gegner
su viel eingerdumt twird, wenn dber Wutor fagt, man ditrfe den Vorwurf nidt
wieder aufnehmen, den die Reformation gegen die damald nod nidht nadh diefer
Ridtung Hin gefidherte Mehopfertheorie der Sholaftit erhoben Habe, daf ndmlid
ber Bebeutung ded Kreuzestodes Chrifti durd) die Meffe Wbbruch gefdhehe; bad
bitrfe man eute nidht mebhr {agen; dad MeBopfer wenbde nur dem eingelnen Gldu=
bigen die Fritdhte jener einmaligen Tat CYhrifti su, die fiir die ganze Menfdhheit
getan fourde, Wber felbft davin liegt, daf die Meffe eine Crgdnzung des Opfers
Chrijti ift. Wenn Profeflor Ritdert am Ende ded BVortragd die Nealprifens des
Qetbes und Bluted Ehrifti tm Heiligen Wbendmahl ald8 unbaltbar preidgidt, {o
seigt er damit {eine Stellung in der Lehre vom Saframent.

€3 geht aus diefen Sdriften hervor, dap die driftlichen Wfadbemifer, wenig-
ftend bie, die Hier rebend borgefithrt werden, jiwar die Stellung ded Feinded er=
fennen, feine Blogen woh! wahrnehmen, daf aber beim Wngriff gegen den Feind
ihr Pulver feudt ift und wenig Kraft hat. Mit {older Ummunition toitd man
aber nidht viel gegen den RKatholizidmus ausridhten. Wenn die drifiliden Wfa=
pemifer toirflid) gegen ben Katholizidmus erfolgreid) Front madhen und aud
anbern in diefem Kampfe Helfen wollen, jo empfehlen wir thnen in aller Be:
fheidenbeit, aber aud) mit allem Grnjt ein griindlides Studium der Dogmatif
D. PBiepers, FTheo, Hoper.

To-morrow’s Lutheran Church. By N.M.Ylviseker. Publication re-
quested by the Lutheran Students’ Association, the Twin City Pas-
toral Conference, and others. 24 pages, 5X73,.

This is an essay which abounds in paradoxes. It is an attempt to
forecast the history of the Lutheran Church, specifically that of America,
chiefly in the light of its past experiences. The presentation is roughly
divided into three parts: “What Are the Past and Present Characteristics
of the Lutheran Church? Present Religious and Eeclesiastical Tendencies
and Dangers. What of the Lutheran Church of To-morrow?” There are
some fine passages in the essay, as when the author states: “It is a rather
strange paradox that the Lutheran Church, where it has succumbed to
liberalizing influences, has either ceased to function or exist as a Christian
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agency altogether.” (P.5.) Again: “Shall we yield to the temptation of
the hour? Shall we join in the wide-spread indifference now prevailing
towards Scriptural truth? Shall the comforts of the flesh, the hedonistic
philosophy of the day, the exaggerations of a false materialism, and the
ingecure prosperity of our present circumstances lull our hearts and our
consciences in the face of the dangers and the possible disasters just
ahead?” (P.19.) And again: “Unity and union are mnot synonymous
terms. Unity is spiritual. TUnion represents an external desideratum.
Unity in faith is essential. Organic union may in certain circumstances
be desirable and profitable; but it belongs in the realm of the convenient
rather than of the essential.” (P.20.) But there are sections also to which
we cannot give our assent. It is extremely dangerous, to say the least,
in view of the hopeless synergism of modern religious psychology, even
to quote its definition of faith as “a faculty of the soul”; for faith, as
stated in substance on the next page, is the God-given trust of the sinner
in the vicarious atonement of Christ. And in discussing the American
Lutheran Church of the future, the author speaks approvingly of “a new
strong central group,” which “should take a strong central position against
liberalizing tendencies and loose Lutheran practises on the one side and
against an extremist position on the other side which would have a ten-
dency to so emphasize its position on doctrine and practise, either intellec-
tually or spiritually, that there may result a real danger of exclusivism
and sectarianism.” (P.21.) If the last part of this sentence is intended
as a warning for the Synodical Conference, it should be stated that this
body is fully aware of both Gal. 5,9 and Rom. 16,17 and is in full accord
with Article VII of the Augustana. (Cp. Report of Synodical Conference
of 1929.) P. E. KRETZMANN.

The Atlantic District of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Qhio,
and Other States and Its Antecedents. By Karl Kretzmann,
Secretary and Archivist of the District. 160 pages, 6X91,. Price,
bound in red cloth, with gold title, $1.00.

It speaks well for the growing appreciation of the early history of our
Church in this country that a number of Districts have issued historical
accounts of men and incidents prominent in the years of their establish-
ment and early growth. The present monograph is in more than one re-
spect of more general interest to wider circles of our Synod. In the first
place, it is located in that part of our country where the first Lutherans
from the old country made their permanent settlements, and the oldest
Lutheran congregation in America is a member of the District. In the
second place, the District is endeavoring to maintain the high standards
of strict Lutheran confessionalism in a part of the country where the rav-
ages of rationalism wrought havoc in the ranks of the first Lutheran
settlers. There are other reasons why the history of the Atlantic District
should be interesting to members of our Church, especially to the clergy,
everywhere. It is fortunate that the author is a man who was not only
in the District from the time of its organization, always occupying pas-
torates in the very center of District activities, but that he brought to
the task of writing this history and compiling the historical data the
special sympathy of the trained historian and chronicler. It was no small
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matter, as one sees in reading this book, to bring the obvious wealth of
material into the compass of a book which must not loom too bulky if the
purposes of its publication were to be realized. Some idea of the scope
of the book may be gained from the list of parts into which it has been
divided: Early Lutheranism in the Territory of the Atlantic District; The
Decline of Lutheranism in America; The Coming of “Missouri”; The Mis-
souri Synod in the East; The Atlantic District; Missionary Activities in
the Atlantic District; Institutions in the Atlantic District; Instruments
in the Hand of God. These eight parts are treated in twenty-four chap-
ters, to which are added tables: I. Of Pastors in the Territory of the
Atlantic District; II. List of Congregations in the Atlantic Distriet;
III. Conventions of the Atlantic Distriet; IV. Statistics of the Atlantic
District. And lest we forget, the 150 illustrations of the book give it
a, unique interest and value, also for such as have never seen any of the
men and places described. It is a book which makes one appreciate the
grace and goodness of God in our work in the East.
P. E. KRETZMANN.

The Path of Prayer. By Semuel Chadwick. The Abingdon Press.
133 pages, 5X7%. DPrice, $1.00.

This is a helpful little book, offering some stimulating thoughts and
valuable practical suggestions to the discriminating reader. The opening
chapters are rather vague in spots and bear witness to the fact that they
were written under the influence of the Mystics. Occasionally the prop-
erties and functions of faith seem to be attributed to prayer. The chapter
on “Praying for Divine Healing” leaves the earnmest inquirer unsatisfied.

E. J. FRIEDRICH.
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