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The Outlined Bible. An Introduction to, and an Outline and Analysis of,
Every Book in the Bible. Each page designed to show at a glance
the structure and contents of each Bible book. Given by Robert Lee
at the Mildmay Conference Hall Bible-school, London. Fleming
H. Revell Company, New York, London, and Edinburgh. Price, $1.25.

However much the Bible may be despised, there are still thousands
who are intensely interested in its contents and study. A multitude of
these are very willing also to have some one assist them in becoming
better and better acquainted with the Bible. This explains in a measure
the ready market which those books find that promise to show you the
‘structure and content of each Bible book “at a glance.”” There are any
amount of these books on the market. In my library I have about ten
of them. No doubt some have been benefited by one or the other of these
analyzed Bibles; if not otherwise, the book at least moved them to get
down to real Bible-study. But I am convinced that it was not so much
the Outlined Bible, or the Analysis of the Bible, or the Guide to the Study
of the English Bible, or the Syllabus of the Old and New Testament, or
the Key to the Books of the Bible, etc., which bestowed upon them more
intimate knowledge of God’s Book, but it was their own personal study.
The Outlined Bible, if it helped them any, helped them to get down to
real study work. Any one, moreover, who is at all acquainted with the
different books of the Bible knows very well that one cannot show the
whole content of even such a small book as the Book of Ruth or the Book
of Hsther at a glance, much less the Book of Proverbs, the Book of Psalms,
or the Book of Revelation of St. John the Divine.

Now, in the book before us, the author himself admits in his preface
that his outlines are not exhaustive. He also admits that the book is
rather large and unwieldy in appearance. He thought he had to make it
large and unwieldy in order that he might give the content of each book
on one single page. Instead of making the book large and unwieldy, he
should have omitted much, very much, which does not belong there. If
he had done this, he would have omitted his own conjectures concerning
the author, ete., of each book and thus found more space for a perspicuous
syllabus of it. In an analysis or outlined Bible we do not want any one’s
theory as to the authors of the different books. In this case more than
one half of the page is taken up with such subjects as the time in which
the book was written, by whom it was written, for whom it was written,
peculiarities of its style, and its message. And all this information is frag-
mentary and insufficient.

Then the book is tainted with false teaching. Concerning the fall of
man in the Book of Genesis the author writes: “It was necessary for man
to know by failure his own weakness and insufficiency before he could
voluntarily choose God.” It is difficult to see how he managed to get so
much error into so few words. The Book of Deuteronomy is divided into
nine sections; eight of them are called discourses. These eight discourses
are headed, respectively: “Retrospect, Review, Warning, Covenant, Coun-
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sels, Instruction, Song, Blessing.” And the ninth division is headed “The
Death of Moses.” Such an ountline no one will remember. One of the best
outlines which I have found is the one on the Book of Joshua, which is
divided into four sections, named, respectively: 1) Entrance; 2) Conquest;
3) Division; 4) Farewell. That is good because any one could himself
easily make this division. The Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans is divided
into two chief divisions: doetrinal and practical. The doctrinal portion
is divided into nine divisions. If you are thoroughly acquainted with the
Epistle of St.Paul to the Romans, you need no analysis of this kind. If
you are not acquainted with it, the analysis is a veritable puzzle. The
theologian should be able to make his own analysis of a book, and the one
he himself makes will be be the most helpful to him. He may consult
what others have done; but, after all, he should make his own. The lay-
man who is interested enough to wish to have a careful, clear, and exact
skeleton, or syllabus, of a certain book must have a living teacher, who
takes him through the book and then gives him an outline of that book.
To summarize, the book is too large and unwieldy; the author him-
self admits that. The ordinary book-shelf is not prepared to hold such
a book. In the second place, the pages are cluttered with much irrelevant
matter. In addition, the book is marred by errors. M. S. SOMMER.

Theologifdier Handfommentar uu Reuen Teftament, Dad3 Evangelium
ped Marfus (SynoptiterI). BVou D. Friederid) Haud A Dei-
dertide Berlagdbudhandlung (D. Werner Scholl), Qeipsig. XIV und 202
Seiten 7X10. Preid: M. 7.50; gebunden M. 10.

Dies ijt der siveite Band ded newen Hanbdfommentars jum Neuen Teftament.
Der erite Band, der die Offenbarung St. Johannis von Prof. D. W. Haborn
bradhte, tourbe feiner Jeit angeseigt in ,Qehre und Wehre” und im Theological
Monthly. Wud) fiir diefed Kommentariverd, bad fajt gleidzeitig mit bem grogen
unbd mit Redyt angefehenen Jahuiden Lommentar erfdeint, haben fidh) eine Anzah!
befannter neuteftamentlidier Theologen der Gegentvart, die alle der pofitiven Ricdh=
tung angehbren, jufamumengetan: Beof. D. Paul Athaus in Crlangen, Propit
D. §. Appel in Kieve, Prof. D. O. Bauernfeind in Greifstwald, Prof. D. F. Bithfel
in Roftod, Prof. D. & Deifner in Greifdwald, Prof. D. @, Kitte! in Titbingen,
Prof. D. W, Midaelis in Bern, Brof. D. A Opfe in Leipsig und Lic. H. W.
Sdymidt, Dogent an der Theologifhen Sdhule in Bethel. Der vorliegende BVanb
ift von D. Haud in Griangen bearbeitet, dem Nadhfolger D. Th, Zahnsd auf dem
bortigen neuteftamentlidhen Qehrituhl. Die Unlage ded Kommentars Hat biel
fitr fi. Mup man Bfters an olden Werfen ausfegen, daf fie nidht itberfihtlid
find, fo fann man bet diefem Kommentar das nidt {agen. Er bezeidhnet nad
biefer Hinfiht offenbar einen Forvtfdritt. Bei flaver Dispofition und Jerlegung
in grifere und Heinere Abfdynitte tvird tmmer der Grundiegt lin¥8 und baneben
etne genaue Uberfefung redhts in einer Doppelfpalte dargeboten. So twird ber
Bentuper tmmer recht am Text feftgehalten, wad von groBem NRugen ift. Dann
folgen in fleinem Drud tegtivitifdhe BVemerfungen, hHievauf eine sufammenfaijende
Darftellung ded Ab{dnitts und im Anfdlup daran die Crilirung felbft von BVers
su Vers, Woimmer e8 nbtig {deint, wird dann nod) in befonberem Drud ein
Grfurd bavgebotem, in bem borliegenben Banbde im ganzen ihrer fiinfzehn, 3. B.
itber Diamonifhe und thre Heilung, den Menjdeniohn, dad leste Mabhl und den
Fobestag JCEfu, bie Leidendgefdhidhte FEu und ben Weis{agungsheweis. Die
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Auslegungdmethode, die hier befolgt toird, ift nicht bdie gloffatorifche, fondern die
reprodbuftive, die mandyed fiir i), aber audy gewidhtige Bedenfen gegen fich hat.
Der Stil ift fiiffig, die Sprade ift far, dle Sike find meiftens furz, und dev
Sommentar begeidhnet in biefer Hinfid) einen Fortidhritt gegeniitber dem {onft be=
beutenbderen, aber Bfters etivas {dhiver gefthriebenen Jabhnfden Kommentar. Die
Grilivung, obwohl den fpradliden und hiftorifhen Fragen volle Aufmerffomieit
gefchentt oird, vetliert fid) dbodh nidht in Eingelheiten, fonbern ift ftetd auf das
®ange geridhtet und legt befonders Getvidht auf bie Herausfteliung der Jujamnten=
hinge. Um jugleid einen Ginblid in die {hnoptifhen BVerhdltniffe su ermbgliden,
bie ja in ber neueven Gregefe fo viel behanbelt werden, ift der griediifthe Text mit
stweierlet Thpen gedrudt unbd g¢ibt durd) angewandte Jeiden bie Mbglidfeis der
fgnoptifhen Tert: und Stilvergleidhung. Die deutfdhe Uberfefung {dhiebt oft in
fleinen, eingeflammerten Jufdfen eine gans Inappe, hanbdlide Griduterung mit
ein, tad wir am beften an Kap. 12, 13 al8 Beifpiel zeigen Idunen: ,Und (bie
hievard)ifdhen Gegner) jenden zu ihm einige von den (rdmerfeindlichen) Pharijidern
und ben (rhmerfreundliden) Herodianernm, dafp fie ihn durd) ein (unbebadhies)
Wort fingen.” Freilid) entjteht aud) durd) joldhe Bufise die Gefahr ber Sinn-
berfdhiebung ded Grundiegted. Der Kommentar, der auf 188 Seiten bie gange
Auslequng abmadt, ift im gangen ,pofitib” und in diefer Hinfidht vedht braudbar.
Er verliert fih nidht in allerlei Hypothefen, weift die moderne Hyperfritif, twie fie
in neuefter Zeit befonberd Bultmann in feiner ,Ee{didite ber {ynoptijden FTra=
dition” pertritt, in ihre Grenzen und bleibt fadlid). Wber freilih) mitffen twiv
fagen, bafy audy diefer Kommentar durdaud nidht wirflid) pofitip, nidht feft dibel-
gldubig ift, fonbern biters Dedbenfliche Bugeftinduiffe madt und bisdweilen jogar
rationalifierend wirdb. Jn biefer Hinfiht geben wir den Jabniden Kommentaren
weit ben BVorzug, Die Letbensgeidhichte wird ,in die Reibe der Martyrienberidhte”
hineingeftellt (S. 163). €8 ift grunbdverfehrt, wenn Chrifti Paffion ald ein Mdr:
tyrerleiden begeidhnet wird, twie bad leider vor einigen Monaten aud), wobl un-
beabfichtiqt, aber nichtddeftomweniger irrig, in einer und jugegangenen Drudidrift
aud unfern Kretfen gefchehen ift. Ju Kap. 10, 45: ,Denn aud) ves Menjden Sohn
ift nidht fommen, dap er ihm bienen laffe, fondern dap er bieme und gebe fein
Qeben jur Bezahlung fiir viele” wird bemerit: ,Dad Rdatfel ded Tobed JIEu ijt
bamit aufgeldft. Sein Tod ift al8 fiunboll ertviefen” (&.128). ,Sinuvoll* —
ift bag alled, und jagen die Worte nidht mehr? Bei ber Gejdyidhte von ber Wuf-
erivefung der Todter bed Jairud wird angedeutet, ob e§ fih vielleiht um eine
»jdwere Ohnmadhts, einen ,Krampfsuftand, wie er gerade in den Cutwidlungs-
jahren vorfommt”, handle (&, 71). Dasd ift nidht8 anderes alg der alte, bulgdre
Rationalidmus. Ebenfo finden fich bfters veligiondgeidhichilihe Rationalifierungen,
toie gum Beifpiel im Erfurs iiber & vios rod Peod ju den Worten ,Du bift mein
licber ©ohn” bemerft ird, daf fid) im Marfusebangelium ,die hellenijtijhe Soph-
nedauffaffung itber die urfpriingliche i8vaelitifdie gelegt ju haben” fdheine (. 16).
Wit fagen, dbah Gott der BVater bei biefen Worten fidh gans gelwip nidht nad den
Helleniften geridytet habe. Uucy die leibliche Befeffenbeit wird geleugnet, wenn
sut Kap. 1, 23 bemerft wird, dap der Damonijdye in der ,Jwangsvorftellung, baf et
in der @ewalt eined Geiftivefens jteht”, gelebt habe (&.23). Haud will nidht die
Wunber leugnen, ein Kern der Wahrheit fteht thm immer dahinter und oft mehr
alg ein Kern; aber wir fonnen ihn nidt anders verftehen, ald daf fhlieflich dodh
die Wunber geleugnet werben, wenn er jum Beifpiel bet der Stillung des Sturms
ein wirflides Eriebnis der Jiinger annimmt, aber jugleidh bemertt, dasd aber ,durd
en fubjeftiven Glauben ber{elben wie durd) den Gang der {iberlieferung eine
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LBergriferung erfahren haben wird. Jebenfalls haben aud) altteftamentliche Jitge
auf bie Ausmalung der Gefdhichte eingetvirtt (&, 61). €8 ift fehr ju bedauern,
bap Diefer Rommentar, der in furzen Sdfen {o inbaltreidh und deffen Sprade fo
fnapp und {don und durdiidhtig iff, dodh fo viel Bugeftindniffe an bie (iberale
und religiondgejdhidytliche Theologie madht. BVon Eingelbeiten merfen twiv nod) amn,
dap Houd aud) die ifagogifhen Fragem jwoer furz, aber dod) immer vollftindig
behandelt. Gr fagt sum Weifpiel iiber den Werfaffer: ,Die altfirdlidhe iber:
lieferung bejeugt einjtimmig, dak Marfus, der Wegleiter bed Petrus, das j3weite
Goangeltum berfaft hat. Mit diejem Martus ift fein anderer ald ber im Neuen
Teftament mehrfady auftretende Johannes Morfus gemeint. ... 1 Petr. 5,13
(Martus, mein Sobhn) {pridht von einem befonderen Wbbangigieitdverhdlinis besd
Marfusd von Petrus” (&.2). Und nun folgen die widtigiten alifirdhliden Jeug-
niffe fiir biefe Sadhe. Jn bezug auf die vielverhanbdelte Frage des Marfusidlufies,
fap. 16, 9—20, neigt Haud fih ju der Wnficht, bak bas ,itberrajdende Wbbredhen
ber Gr3ahlung” mit den Worten ,denn fie flivdteten fih”, B. 8 (épofodrro ydg),
JAdon frithzeitig su Grgingungen gefithrt hat. Die Mehraabhl der For{der urteilt,
daf Rap. 16, 8 nidyt den beabfichtigten Shlug bebeutet. E8 ift bann anzunchmen,
bap Marfusd entiveder an der Vollendung ded Buches verhindert tourde (neronifche
Berfolgung? Tod?) ober da der wirflihe Sdhluf frithzeitig verlorenging. Dap
der Verfafler, beziehungsiveife die rdmifdie Gemeinde, nidht al8bald ben Schaden
ieder quimadyite, {pricdht mebr filv die erfte Wabhridheinlichfeit. Jmmerhin ift audy
mbglid), daf dem BWerfaffer 16, 1—8 alg Abjdhluf genitgte, v fithrt fein Bud
bann bi8 auf die Uuferjtehungsbotidaft Hinaus, Das fHinjtlerijhe Inteveffe ciner
Ybrundung am Sdhiup mag der einfadhe Darfteller nidt in derfelben Weife emp-=
funbden Haben toie der jdriftitellerifd) gebilbete Quias (24, 53; Apoit. 28, 31)* (S.4).
%n per uslegung toird dann juerft unter der liberidrift ,Der unedhte Schlup”
bie langere Form, Kap. 16, 9—20, erflirt, donn der firzere Shlufk, ben die mei-
jten neuteftamentlidhen Tertousgaben nady Handfdhriften, die in und um dgypten
dabheim find, darbieten: ,UAlles Wufgetragene aber verfiindigten fie furz den Be-
gleitern bes Petrus, Danad) jandte JIEfus felbft vom Wufgang Hi3 jum Unter:
gang durdy fie die Heilige und unverginglidhe Wertiindbigung bed etvigen Heiled
aud’; und {dlieplidh dasd jogenannte Freerlogion nad) der widtigen Handidhrift W
(Wafbhington), die ber Detvoiter Mdzen Freer vor ettwa fiinfundzivanzig Fahren
in fighpten ertvorben und dann in Wafhington niedergelegt hat und da3 folgen:
pen Wortlaut hat: ,Sie aber verteidigten fidh, indem fie fagten: Diefes Weltalter
per Ungeredhtigfeit und be8 Unglaubens ift unter Santan[s Gewalt], mwelder
nidt juldht, dafs von den unretnen Geiftern die toahre Kraft Gotted erfofyt wird.
Darum offenbare deine Geredhtigfeit {hon [jest], jagten jene su Ehriftus. Und
CEhriftus erviwiberte ithnen: Crfitllt ijt bie Grenge ber Jahre der Madht Satans,
Dod) naht andered Gewaltige. Unbd filr bie, welde fiindigten, ward idh Hhingegeben
in den Tod, bamit fie jur Wahrheit juriidiehren und nidt mehr jiindigen, damit
jie die geiftgeartete und unverginglide Herrlichfeit der Geredhtigleit, die tm Him-
mel ift, erben.” (,Aber gehet hin® ufw., Kap. 16, 15 ff.)  In besug auf die {ynop-
tifhe Frage nimmt Haud an, dak ,Marfud bden beiden anbern (Matthdus und
Qutad) al3 {driftlide Quelle jugrunbe liegt’ (€. 5). Unb ald eind der ,Erged-
niffe’ feiner Unterfudung jagt er jum Sdhlug: ,Dag Verhiltnid unjers Evan-
gefiums 3u Matthiud und Luiasd fiihrt ju dem Sdlup, dbap nadh der Abjiveigung
diefer beiden Sdhriften aus bem Marfusevangelium bdiefes in den Handen der Ge-
meinde nod) gewadfen ift. Diefe Vearbeitung, die nidt auf eine eingelne Perfon
suriidsugehen braudyt, hat dad Evangelium nod) um eine Reihe ausmalender Ein-
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jelsitge eriveitert. Die Wrt, toie miindlid) in veidjerer Weife erzdhlt tourbe, jdheint
bamit nadtrdglid) im {driftliden Cvangelium nod) da und bort Play gefunbden
3u baben. it bag Gvangelium aud) itbertviegend ein Mofaif aus ujammen=
gefitgten Gingelersdhlungen, {o ift bodh) ansunehmen, dag bas Sdhema ded Aufbaus
(Galilda — Wanderungen — Jerufalem) der gefdhidhtlichen Witflidhleit im grofen
und gangen entfpredhen ird. Steht Petrus hinter dem Bud, o wirth bag Ge-
jamtbild pe8 Wirtend JCju, dad ber Upoftel lebenbdig in fih trug und bei feinem
Jedben veprodujierte, aud) naturgemdp fidh in diefem Bud) ausivirfen. Ju diefem
Nrteil fithrt befonbers bie Veobadhtung, baff ber dufere geographijhe Fortgang
der Griihlung mit einem inneven Fortidritt der Gefdhichte JEfu verbunden und
verfdlungen ift. Dag Mofaif der Gingelerzihlungen gibt sugleidh ein febendiged
Drama bed Wirtensd JICfu. Das ift {dhiverlih der Kunft ded Darvjtellerd juzu=
fchreiben, fonbern ift Wiber{piegelung eciner getvaltigen Wirflihleits (S. 199).
S Fiurbringer,

A Summary of the Gospels. By Loraine Boettner, Professor of Bible,
Pikeville College, Pikeville, Kentucky. 130 pages, bound in paper.
‘Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price, 75 cts.

This Summary is not a “harmony” of the gospels, but a skilful weaving
together in chronological order and in one continuous account of all the
material which is found in the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John; it includes everything that is given by these writers, without re-
peating anything. So far as it was possible, the dates of events and the
places of their occurrence have heen given. The work is divided into 137
chapters, which are provided with brief, but clear headings. In cases
where two or more writers have narrated the same event, that account
is printed complete which goes into the greatest detail; the additional
details recorded by the other writers are inserted in parentheses at the
proper places. The Summary is thus a purely Scriptural account, related
in the translation of the American Standard Version. The book is intended
especially for Bible classes in which the four gospels are studied together.
A Table of Contents gives a list of the various events, miracles, parables, ete.
By means of a Scripture Index any particular passage can be easily located.
Full Scripture references are given by means of footnotes. We believe
that this is an interesting and useful method of studying the contents of
the blessed gospels. J. T. MUELLER.

Bur Gemeindepredigt der Gegenmwart. WAnvegqungen von Luther Her. Bon
Herm Werdermann DVerlag von €. BVerteldmann in Giiterslod.
1930. 43 Seiten 6% X9%. Preis: M. 1.50.

Died ift ein Sonderdrud aus ved BVerfaffers Bud) ,LQutherds Witienberger Ge-
meinde, toieberhergeftellt aus feinen Prebigten; jugleich ein Beitvag ju Luthers
Homiletit’, bad im jiveiten Jahrgang bed Concorbpra THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY,
&. 157, eingehend bejprodhen worben ijt. JIn biefem Hefte findet fidy o viel JIn-
tevefjanted undb Lehrreidhed und jo mander wertvolle Winf fiir unfere Prebdigt
gerabe in ben gegentvdrtigen {hweren Jeitlduften, dbah e8 3u tviinfden vire, dafp
jeber Paftor in unjerer Shnode es aufmerfiam lefen viirbe. Mit Redht fagt ber
Berfaffer: ,Sid) an Quibher orientieven bedeutet ja nidht avdyaifieven, joudern der
Gegentoart vedht diemen. . . . ,Qutberifierung’ darf feinedfall8 bebeuten, dah eine
unseitgemihe Kopie und Ubertragung von Qutbherds Eigenart und Predigtart ge:=
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fucht und geboten iviirbe. . . . Fertige Lojungen und Formeln fiir die Gegenwart
fonnen hier nicht gefunden werbem, Wber ein ,Qernen an Quther’, aud) an dem
Gemeinbeprediger Qutber, ift durdhaus ndtig und mbglid. LQuiher gibt und An-
vegurnigen fliv den redyten Predigtiveg it der Gegenmwart.” (€. 3.5.)

G % Friedbrid.

At the Cross. Three Groups of Lenten Sermons and Addresses by James
W. Schillinger, Roy D. Linhart, and Herold L. Yochum. The Lu-
theran Book Concern, Columbus, O. 163 pages, 5X73,. Price, 90 cts.
Order from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

Here we have three groups of Lenten addresses,— for this they are,
rather than formal sermons, —but addresses that have a truly Lutheran
ring. The first author presents ten addresses, the second six, and the
third seven. Most of the addresses here offered reach and maintain a high
level of good preaching, even if the homiletical structure is not always as
apparent as one is accustomed to. It is particularly refreshing and en-
couraging to find the substitutionary atonement so strongly stressed
throughout, as even the group topics indicate: “Love Streams Down from
Calvary’s Cross”; “Songs of the Cross”; “Behold Your King!” This book
will surely stimulate thought, for it contains excellent suggestions and
passages of real power. Selections from the book might even be used for
the family altar during Lent.— On page 46 the phraseology is somewhat
confusing, when the author says that man as a person retains the liberty
to choose sin, death, and hell; this under the subhead “Man Must Choose.”
The quotations are from the R.V. The proof-reading was done somewhat
hurriedly, for we noted “lothsome” (p.3), “cros” (p.11), “twelve” instead
of eleven (p.13), “darknes” (p.23), “pled” (pp. 43. 52. 56), collog. for
“pleaded,” “a” omitted before mother (p.60), “chieftan” (pp. 65. 67). —
We hope that many sermons containing the truth of salvation, as these
addresses do, will be preached during the coming Lenten season.

P. E. KRETZMANN.

A Guide Book in Catechetical Instruction. By 0. Fred Nolde. The
Board of Publication of the United Lutheran Church in America,
Philadelphia, Pa. 178 pages, 5%, X8. Price, $1.25. With study helps
in the Catechism. Price, 40 cts.

The author of this handbook is professor in the department of Religious
Education in the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia. His
idea was to present some modern pedagogical principles and methods in
connection with the work of catechumen classes. This included in par-
ticular the use of definite lesson plans, with procedures, aims, and objec-
tives clearly presented, also in (mimeographed) outlines placed into the
hands of the pupils. He succeeded in getting the cooperation of a number
of clergymen, who tried out his study helps with about twenty-five hun-
dred catechumens. There can be no doubt that the idea of study helps or
lesson plans is most commendable, also in connection with tests (true-false,
multiple choice). It is also most necessary to have the children realize
the objectives of Catechism study more carefully, as the lesson plans in-
dicate. These objectives can be realized very well also in connection with
reports on sermons, as advocated by the author.— However, we have a num-
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ber of serious doubts with regard to this particular book. In the first
place, it does not seem advisable to change the sequence of the Chief Parts,
as the author proposes (p.12). In the case of adults this may be done
a little more easily, but most teachers of religion in the Lutheran Church
have strongly advocated the order given by Luther. In the second place,
the objectives of Christian education as given by the author are not in
keeping with the pedagogy of the Bible. The sentence on page 8 “that the
end of instruction lies in the experience of the learner” (compare p.17) is
liable to dangerous misinterpretation. The objectives of Christian educa-
tion are given in 2 Tim. 3, 14 and Matt. 28, 20. Knowledge of the truth
must precede all experience or at least motivate all experience. In the
third place, the instruction advocated in this book is not sufficiently Christ-
centered. The exposition on page 22 does not place the vicarious atone-
ment of Christ in the center of Christian doctrine. The children are bound
to conclude that Jesus is first of all a teacher, a model, and an example;
His redemptive work is brought out only incidentally. In this connection
it must be stated that study help No. 11, treating of the redemption of
Christ, is very weak. In the fourth place, there are other discrepancies
from the standpoint of Lutheran pedagogy, as when the author states (p. 31)
that Baptism is first an act of the Church, and on page 21, that “Christians
look forward to the time when Jesus, His person and His message, will be
the ruling force in the relationships of this world.” The reader can hardly
escape the unpleasant impression that the book is tinged with sectarianism.
In a number of cases one was inclined to ask, Is it synergistic? Is it pie-
tistic? In short, a discriminating pastor could learn quite a little con-
cerning a more fruitful method of catechetical work from this bhook, but
he would hardly use the study helps which are offered by the author.
P. E. KRETZMANN.
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lishing House, St.Louis, Mo. 49 pages, 6 X9. Price, 25 cts., postpaid.

Concordia Publishing House is to be commended for undertaking this
reprint from the well-known book of devotion The Family Altar, written
by the sainted Pastor F. W. Herzberger. Here are forty-seven devotions for
the Lenten season, written in clear, simple, yet gripping language, pie-
turing to us the Savior, who of God is made unto us Wisdom and Right-
eousness and Sanctification and Redemption. Pastors should urge their
members to buy these devotions, to read them in their family cirele, and
to make them the subject of their prayerful meditation. At the small cost
of one half cent a day a wealth of wholesome spiritual food is offered here
for the Lenten season. Ta. LAETSCH.

The Road He Trod. A Spiritudl Pilgrimage. By Paul Zeller Strodach.
Falcon Press, New York, N.Y. 148 pages, 51 X7%. Price, $1.50.

Turning from Herzberger’s Lenten devotions to this book, one seems
to be transferred into an entirely different atmosphere. Not only is the
style and manner of presentation altogether different,— that would be
no fault,—but, alas! we meet here with a different spirit. This spirit
manifets itself not so much in what the author says. Much of that is
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true and is stated beautifully and impressively. The difference appears
rather in the fact that the author does not say what must be said, and
said time and again, in a series of meditations on the way from Jericho to
Joseph’s garden. We refer, of course, to the cardinal doctrine of Chris-
tianity, the doctrine of viearious atonement, without which there is mno
redemption and consequently no justification and without which there is
no possibility of true sanctification, fellowshiping with, and following,
Christ. This truth is nowhere in the book stated in clear and unmis-
takable language. Why will Lutherans continue to use a trumpet giving
an uncertain sound? TH. LAETSCH,
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