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The New Testament in the Light of the Believer’s Research. By
P. E. Kretzmann, Ph.D., D.D., Professor of New Testament Inter-
pretation, Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, Mo. W. B. Eerdmans Pub-
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 1934. 112 pages, 5X8.
Price, $1.00. Order from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

In publishing this contribution to the discussion of questions having to

do with the New Testament, our esteemed colleague has made all of us his
debtors. We are here introduced to the mature conclusions of a scholar
who has given much of his time to the critical questions which every
gtudent of the New Testament must face. In addition, important doctrines
are touched on. In the first chapter the inspiration of the New Testament
is discussed, and the old Biblical doctrine of the inspiration and the
inerrancy of the Scriptures is defended. The second chapter speaks of the
Freer Manuscripts and the Oxyrhynchus papyri, which have aroused much
interest and discussion during the last decades. The third chapter speaks
of the Koridethi Manuscript, which is held to be the best witness for
the Caesarean readings in the gospels, and, besides, the latest discoveries
in Egypt (the Beatty collection) are described. Then there follows
a chapter in which the question is investigated, When was Jesus born?
and the historical material available is placed before the reader. Chapter
five treats of the earliest Christian congregations at Rome and Antioch,
throwing the light of the Seriptures and of history on these venerable
churches. Chapter six has as its topic the much-discussed question of the
chronological sequence of the Pauline letters, and this quite properly in
the next chapter is followed by an investigation of what can be ascertained
as to “the place and the time of the Captivity Letters of Paul” (Ephesians,
Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon). The last chapter of the book has
the heading “The Last Twenty-five Years of Peter’s Life,” in which proof
is submittted that Peter actually was in Rome, while at the same time
it is pointed out that this does not imply an endorsement of the Roman
claims as to a sojourn of Peter in Rome which lasted twenty-five years.
This brief survey has shown, we trust, that this little work is remarkably
rich and varied in content, and we heartily commend it to all who are
interested in the questions and facts touched on. What makes the book
so valuable is that not only solid scholarship is aimed at, but that the
author throughout accepts the Scriptures as the infallible Word of God,
standing on which we can defy the world. W. ARNDT.

Sermon Outlines on the Cross of Christ. Specially designed for pre-
Easter devotional and evangelistic campaigns. By C. C. Crawford.
172 pages, 5X71,. Bound in paper. Price, $1.00. Published by the
author.

The author of this book is clearly a Fundamentalist, one who believes
in the inspiration of the Bible and in the atonement through the blood of
Christ. It is true that there are a few places which should be corrected
by the user of the book. The author’s presentation is not quite adequate
with regard to the humiliation of Christ (p.45%.) and with regard to
original sin (pp.16.105). He finds no intimation of infant church-member-
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ship in the apostolic writings (p. 125), and his comparison between the Old
Testament and the New is inadequate in many respects (pp. 1256—127).
He quotes with approval from Brown, Beliefs that Matter, although Brown’s
entire book offers only an emasculated Gospel. There is a slight mistake
on page 109, where the author states that the word malefactor is derived
from two Greek words.— But after one has made these corrections, he
may well use the rest of the book to the best advantage. It is, on the
whole, a fine compilation and arrangement of pertinent material, some of
which is indeed a trifle fanciful, but most of which is valuable, also on
the doctrinal side. The author makes a splendid statement (p.80) con-
cerning the falseness of the so-called evolution of religion. On page 83 he
correctly states that expressions such as “the religions of mankind” are,
technically speaking, misnomers. “Confucianism, Brahmanism, Buddhism,
Mohammedanism, ete., are in reality systems of philosophy. Christianity
is the only religion, because it is the only system which makes possible
reconciliation between creature and Creator.” There are splendid sections
on the mysteries of Christianity, on the fulfilment of Old Testament pre-
dictions regarding the Messiah, but in particular on every phase of recom-
ciliation through the Cross. Any pastor who wants to be stimulated along
the lines of Biblical thinking will derive much benefit from this book.
P. E. KRETZMANN.

A History of the Christian Church. By Lars P. Qualben. St.Olaf
College. Thomas Nelson and Sons, New York. 1933. 590 pages.
Price, $2.50.

This book marks progress in a field in which it was greatly needed.

It is “primarily intended as a text-book for college and seminary classes.”

It will serve its purpose well in high-school, academy, and junior-college

classes, possibly not so well in seminaries; a splendid book for reference

in young people’s societies; very serviceable to the man who has not
made a speciality of church history and wants to review and refresh his
memory of knowledge acquired in earlier days.— After an introduction,
in which the definition, scope, and divisions of church history and the
value of a study of church history are set forth, the author speaks on

23 pages of the world into which Christianity came, stressing particularly

the organic relation between Christianity and the Old Testament; the

formative period of the early Church to 590 A.D., 111 pages; the
medieval world, 590 to 1517, 51 pages; the Reformation and Counter-

Reformation, 159 pages; Protestant and Catholic thought in the last

three centuries, 56 pages. The last third of the book is devoted to the

Church in the New World. There are thirty chapters, many of them

divided into several sections; each section followed by test questions

and special topics for study, and each chapter by a list of books for
collateral reading. The author is a Lutheran, and he views history
throughout from the standpoint of a Lutheran. Correlation between
church and secular history is well presented. It is by far the best book
on. the market for its purpose. We recommend it highly and have no
doubt that a second edition will soon be necessary, in which case some
typographical and a very few other errors might be corrected. — The whole
make-up of the book is excellent and the price seems very reasonable.
THEO. HOYER.
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The New Church and the New Germany. A Study of Church and
State. By Charles 8. Macfarland. The Macmillan Company. New
York. 1934. 209 pages, 5% X8. Price, $2.25. Order through Con-
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

This fairly accurate description of the conditions obtaining in the
Church in Germany owing to the existing relation of Church and State
and of the recent momentous events marking the struggle between the
powers of the State and the protesting parties, more particularly between
the “German Christians” and the “New Reformation Movement” groups, is
based not so much on the accounts appearing in the press as on the
author’s long acquaintance with German men and affairs and recent per-
sonal observation. It covers the political background; the German churches
before the organization of the German Church Federation; the German
Church Federation, how constituted; the new Evangelical Church of Ger-
many; the Free Churches under the Third Reich; the Jewish problem and
the Aryan legislation; the Roman Catholic Concordat; the conflicting
parties — the “German Christians,” the “New Reformation Movement,”
Karl Barth and his followers; non-Christian Teutonic cults and bodies;
the Youth Movement. There are four appendices: the Constitution of
the Evangelical Church of Germany, the Marburg Statement on the Aryan
Paragraph, an abstract of the Statements of the Erlangen Faculty, and the
Roman Catholic Concordat. The main issue at present, the relation be-
tween Church and State, receives full treatment. It is summarized in the
statements: “The New Reformation Movement and the ‘Gospel and Church’
parties (two groups not entirely identical) feel that the ‘German Chris-
tians’ are disposed to tie Church and State together as closely as possible,
while they themselves insist on a ‘free Church within the State.’” And:
“We may look for a revived conflict on this vital issue between Church and
State.” In this connection this statement is of interest: “It is difficult
to estimate the relative strength of the two groups. A responsible official
of the German Church estimated in October that of approximately 20,000
pastors there appeared to be 2,500 or more in each group, the other 15,000
not having alined themselves definitely enough to be designated as belong-
ing to either camp.” Naturally, Dr. Macfarland, General Secretary Emer-
itus of the Federal Council, cannot evaluate one of the tragic developments
of the present crisis: the ease and complacency with which the thirty-
four German Evangelical Landeskirchen, classified as Lutheran, Reformed,
or “United,” entered the German Church Federation of 1922, thus establish-
ing “a closer union of Protestantism” (p.21), and then took the next
step, forming the mew Evangelical Church, pronouncedly a unionistie
Church. And in this connection Dr. Macfarland, most guilelessly, tells the
Lutheran bodies involved what we have been telling them for many years:
“In this union of the Lutheran and Reformed churches each retains its
own confession. In the several states of the Reich there are similar unions,
and indeed there were even such, at least to some extent, before the present
national union.” (P.41.) While we deplore the lack of confessionalism
among the German pastors and churches, we certainly admire the firm-
ness and Christian heroism many of them are showing in their stand
against the aggression of the caesaropapistical groups. We agree, in @ mea-
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sure, with the concluding paragraphs of the book: “The profoundest sen-
sation has been that of admiration for the great body of the German
pastors — among them not a few originally highly motivated ‘German
Christians’ -—— who have withstood the mighty sweep of material force with
spiritual power. They, too, had assented to, or were compliant with, or
accepted with toleration, a human domination of all else, which is perhaps
the most consummate in history. But they would not and will not yield
the Christian Church, Gospel, and ministry to human monarchy or
monarch. . . . They have revealed a courage in a moment of seeming
utter defeat which will command the admiration and respect of the entire
Christian world.” — The survey is brought up to the second reorganization
of the Church in late December. What has developed since then and is
bound to develop in the near future will necessitate some supplementary
volumes. TH. ENGELDER.

Quellen zur Gefdidite ded Hrdliden Untertidid in der evangelifden Kirde
Dentihlands, Von D. Johann Midael Reu Griter Teil: Quellen
sur Gefdidhte des8 Katehisdmusunterrichts, IIL. Oft, MNord= und Weit=
beutihe Katedhidmen. 1. WUbteilung: Hijtorijd-biblingraphifdie Einleitung.
Biveite Hdlfte. Bweite Qieferung, Werlag von €. Bertelsmann, Giitersloh.
1933. 358 Seiten 61,X9%. Preig: M. 18, fartoniert,

Dies ift wieberum eine Wbteilung ves trefflihen Quelleniverts bes gelebrien
Lerfaffers, Gewdhnlid) find Duellentverfe als trodene Werfe ver{dhrien, die Hhich=
ftens fiir ben Spesialiften Wert haben. Dad mag bei manden folhen Werken
ber Fall {ein, trifft aber gang getvik nidht in bejug auf bas gegenwdrtige Wert ju.
Der BVerfaffer verfteht e, dburdh feine eingeftrenten BVemerfungen und feine wohl=
gewdhlten Jitate und ein lebendiges Bild der damaligen Berhdltniffe zu ent:
toerfen. Wie genau wird man 3. B. mit dem Fird)liden Qeben in dben Liineburger
Gemeinden befannt, wenn man left, was der Verfaffer Seite 816—882 jujommen:
getragen Hat! Man begegnet da bem fiir die Einfithrung der Meformation in
Qlineburg fo eifvigen Kansler Otto Forfter. Man fieht Urbanus Rpegiusd an bder
rbeit, Yuslegungen bed Luiher{hen Katehidmusd ju {dreiben. Man madt die
Befanntihaft des tvefflihen Qoffius, Konteltors am Johanneum in Liineburg,
bed gediegenen Piibagogen und Methodifers, der nidht nur Katedhidmen=, fondbern
aud) Perifopenauslegungen fitr feine Sehitler {dhrieb, der fih fonderfich aud) dver
SHebung bdes firchlihen Gefanged widbmete. Man fieht gleihfom bdie Kindber und
jungen Seute jur Schule eilen. Man befommt einen Eindlid in ben Stunben:
plan ded Johanneums. Man nimmt mit der Gemeinbde, die verfammelt ift, Gotted
Wort zu boren, am Gottesdienit teil. Mian hirt den frdftigen Gemeinbegejang
und die jugendlihen Ehdre, die allerbingsd jelbjt 1550 nod) sum gropen Teil latei=
nifche Qieber fangen. &ury, die alte Jeit lebt wieder auf, und man erbaut fih
an dem frijdhen Qeben, dad dburdh bie Reformation Quthers in allen Gauen Deutidh=
fanbg, in Rivde und Sdule und Haus, tieder bemeribar urde. Und man bantt
Gott, bah man befreit ift von der Finfternid bed Papfitums, die in dber Kirden:
ordnung fiir Calenberg vbom Jahre 1542, wie folgt, gefdhildert ird: ,LWad Haben
wir, ehe denn dad Evangelium twiderumb aufffam, getouft vom Catedhidmo, Das
ift, bon der Kinder judht? Wasd wuften wir vom redhien braud) bed Hodhwirdbigen
Abendbmald? Wo lerete man teht bon Der twirde der bheiligen Tauff? Wo hat
man redt gehandelt ben Wrtidel von vergebung der Siinden? Bon ber Juftifica=
tion? Bon redhijdafinen guien Werden? Bon dem bheiligen Creug? ESeind nidt
bie Geiftlidhen mit lauteren Fabeln pmbgangen? War e8 nidht dabin fomen, bal
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man bergebung der fiinbe vmb gelt, nitht on merdlicdhen nachteil bed verdinfts

Chrifti, verfaufft Hat? Wblte aber jhemand {old)3 Tleugnen, So fage er vns,

MWarumb denn der Ablas in Deut{dhland o gemein tworden fey? (S, 909.)
Dag Werf verdient tveite Verbreitung, T 8at|d.

Quthers Werke in Yudwahl, Sedifter BVand: Quihers Briefe, herauss
gegeben von Hanns Ritdert. BVerlag vbon Walter de Grupter & Co,,
Berlin. 1933, XTI und 440 Seiten 5X7Y,, in Qeintvand mit Dedel- und
Ritdentitel gebunden. Preis: M. 8.

Jn diefer jhonen, hanbdlidhen usgabe ift wieder ein neuer BWand er{dhienen,
ber Quihers Briefe bdarbietet, natiivlidh nidht alle Briefe, die Quibher gefdyrieben
hat — biefe fitllen ja in unjerer St. Qouifer usdgabe jtvei grofe Bianbe —; aber
e ift eine qute Wusdmwahl getroffen worben. BVollftindig aufgenommen find die
PBriefe Luthers von der Wartburg, die bed Jahreds 1527 und bie auf der Kodburg
gefdhriebenen, ferner jamtlide Briefe an Staupiy und an Luthers Ghefrau RKithe.
Die Briefe werben bdargeboten, wie SQuiher fie gefdrieben hat, lateinijd) ober
beutfdh; nur ift die Redijdreibung mobderner, ebenjo die Interpunition. Sehr
wertpoll find die Anmerfungen. Und Prof. D. O. Clemen in Jividau, der Yuthers
jamtliche Briefe fiir bie groke Weimarer Luibherausgabe beatrbeitet, Hat dem Her:
audgeber mande Dienfte geleiftet. Wir middhten itbrigens bei diefer Gelegenbeit
einmal bemerfen, bak biefer ebengenannte bervithmte Quibherforider, wie wir aus
privaten Mitteilungen toiffen, fih febr glinftig itber unfere &t. Louifer Uusgabe
ausgefproden hat, die fidh jeht audh) in der Jwidauer Ratidhulbiviiothef befinbdet.
Gr benupt bei jeiner rbeit gern aud) unfere St. Louifer Ausgabe. Beim Priifen
bes porliegenden Bandes und gelegentlihem Lefen — wer fann Luthers Briefe
aud) nur durdhblittern, ohne immer vieder feftgehalten 3u twerden? — fiel unfer
Blid unter anberm auf dben furzen, {honen Brief an Kithe Quiber, den der Re:
formator an feine um ihn bejorgte Haudfrau von Eisleben ausd ivenige Tage bor
feinem Tode fdrieb. ,Lie8 Du, liebe Kethe, den Johannem und den Kleinen
Katedyidmum, bavon Du ju dem Mal fagteft: €8 ift dbodh alled in dbem Bud) von
mit gefagt. Denn Du willit forgen fiiv Deinen Gott, gerade al8 tirve er nidt
allmidtig, der da finnte zehn Doftor Martinusd {dhaffen, wo der einige alte eribife
in ber Saale ober im Ofenfod ober auf Wolfd Vogelherd. SQap mid) in Frieden
mit Deiner Sorge; idh hab’ einen beflern Sorger, denn Du und alle Engel find.
Der liegt in der Kribpe und hinget an einer Jungfraven Jiken, aber fifet gleidh-
twoBl jur redten Hand Gottes, des allmichtigen Vaters, Darum fei in Frieden!
Ymen.” (€. 419.) (St. Louijer Yusgabe XXI b, 3195.)

Q Firbringer.

Christian Stewardship and Its Modern Implications. By the Rewv.
Paul Lindemann. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.
46 pages, 6X9. Price, 15 cts., net, postpaid.

A tract on stewardship! Ah, money, of course! some will exclaim.
That, however, hag been our very mistake — to connect stewardship chiefly
with money. Says the writer of the tract, Pastor Paul Lindemann: “Most
people think of Christian stewardship in terms of money rather than in
terms of life. Stewardship-teaching in our own circles has been primarily
financial instead of educational. It has busied itself with the raising of
funds rather than with the building of character. It has not bheen kept
entirely clear of legalism and has laid an undue emphasis on mechanical
methods and systematization rather than on the principles of joyous liberty
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and spontaneous service which the recognition of the true principles of
stewardship implied. And yet the attitude towards our money represents
only one of the phases of our stewardship. True stewardsip comprehends
the responsibilities of a Christian in all the many relationships of life.
It takes into account every phase of human living. It involves the re-
sponsibility of the individual to God in the matter of all his possessions —
time, talent, energy, money, and life itself. All of man, with all his
powers and endowments, belongs to God. All of life, in all its interests
and ramifications, belongs to God and is without qualification to be placed
in His service. Man is carrying out God’s design regarding him when
he yields himself as an instrument to carry out God’s world plan; other-
wise his life is being mislived.” Concerning our preaching Pastor Linde-
mann says: “Our sermons have been doctrinally clear and satisfying. We
have given to our people solid soul food. There is absolutely no doubt
about it that the Lutheran preaching is the best preaching of the day;
and yet we venture a suggestion for self-examination as to why we are
not applying the implications of stewardship with sufficient clarity. We
preach the truth from heaven, and we preach it in all its glory, and we
permit our people to draw the inferences. The trouble is that these in-
ferences are not drawn. The pulpit statements are accepted as general
theories. But do we not often fail clearly to portray the practical appli-
cation? Do we show our hearers the courses along which they may exer-
cigse their faith, how they may live it out in their daily lives and in the
work of the Church? Do we tell them, You profess to belong wholly tao
Christ? You believe that you can truthfully say, For me to live is Jesus.
You believe that you can honestly sing: Take my life and let it be, Con-
secrated, Lord, to Thee. Do you mean it?” Corncerning the finaneial
difficulties of our Synod the author of the tract says: “Why is it that
the too earnestly applied remedies of systematizing our finances and of
educating our people have not brought the expected and desired results?
There can be absolutely no doubt that our efforts along these lines have
been in some measure successful and that they have in a striking degree
stimulated the flow of funds into our treasuries. But after all, these two
measures are more or less mechanical in character. Christian giving, as
we have pointed out, needs a heart stimulus. It is animated not by logic
and reason and synodical patriotism and pride of achievement nor even by
a sense of duty, but its actuating impulse must be love.” In this tract
of forty-six pages what is called the lorger stewardship is presented in its
various phases and its modern implications. Pastor Lindemann writes in
an interesting way; what he says is not only sound, but is worth while,
and he does not mince words in stating facts. Our pastors will not only
for themselves find much information and encouragement in this tract, but
alse an abundance of sermon material. We hold that a thorough in-
doctrination of our people in reference to the larger stewardship is much
needed in our Synod. We are convinced that not until this has been done,
will some of our serious troubles — not only nor first of all our financial
troubles —be removed. Pastor Lindemann’s tract is a valuable contribu-
tion to this end. But let us remember that what is said in the tract
must, if it shall serve its purpose, be read, studied, and epplied.
J. H. C. Frirz.
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Outlines for Mission Lectures. By Prof. E. J. Friedrich. Written by
request for the Missionary Forward Endeavor. Concordia Publish-
ing House, St. Louis, Mo. 47 pages, 5X7%. Price, 15 cts., net,
postpaid.

These texts and outlines are not intended to be used for the usual
“mission service,” as the name might indicate, but for special sermons
which are needed just at this time to arouse us to a realization of the
present conditions in the Church and in the world in the light of the Word
of God. So says Professor Friedrich in his foreword: “What our con-
gregations need is a clear interpretation, in the light of the Scriptures,
of the present perplexing world situation, a restatement in concrete terms
of the Church’s duties, a bold, but sympathetic avowal of the fact that,
taken as a whole, we are failing in the discharge of these duties, an arous-
ing of the indifferent, a comforting and strengthening of the faithful, who
everywhere are losing heart at present, and finally sincere repentance and
earnest reconsecration on the part of each and every ome. In short, we
must get to the very heart of the matter; and this can be done only by
bringing the Word of God to bear upon the present situation.”

Because the sermons are to serve this purpose, they ought to be
preached at the services which are attended by the largest number of people,
on Sunday mornings. They could well be preached from Sunday Septua-
gesima to Sunday Judica. “It will no doubt be found expedient at most
places,” says Professor Friedrich, “to treat the matters pertaining to our
present emergency in the regular Sunday morning sermons. This can be
done without debauching the sermon or degrading it to the level of a mere
lecture or talk. After all, many of our sermons would be far more effec-
tive if they would come to grips with the great problems of the Church
and the individual church-member instead of treating the truths of the
text objectively and without pointed references to existing conditions.”
We heartily agree. What is needed at all times, and especially to-day,
is that the divine truths be applied to the needs of the people. We hope
our pastors throughout Synod will send for these sermon outlines, which
cost but the trifling sum of fifteen cents, and will use the large amount
of sermon material given after they themselves have thoroughly worked
through the texts. Now is the time for the Church to speak; she dare
not remain silent in reference to the great needs of men in the Church
and in the world to-day. The following texts and sermon themes are
presented: 1 John 5,19, “The Whole World Lieth in Wickedness”; Is. 40,9,
“The Lord’s Chosen Servant for the Salvation of the World”; Num. 13,
26—14, 1, “The Alarming Attitude of the Church in the Face of Its Present
Glorious Opportunities”; Lam.3,40—42a, “How can a Faltering Church
be Restored to Fulness of Power and Missionary Zeal?”; Is. 54, 2—4a,
“The Healthy Church in Action”; TLuke 19, 12—27, “The Fundamental
Facts of Christian Stewardship”; John 1, 35—37. 40—42a, ‘“Personal
Mission-work”; Rev. 3, 7—9, “I Have Set before Thee an Open Door.”

J. H. C. Frirz.
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Berhandlungen der nemnzehuten Jahresverfammlung ded Teras-Difirikts.
80 Seiten 58,X83%,. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.
Preig: 15 Gts.

Diefer Bericdht ift befonders tvertvoll, nicht {olwoh! wegen der iblidhen Ge-
{dhdftsverhandlungen und ber Miffionsberidhte (obgleich diefe dem Kirdyenhiftorifer
gute Dienfte leiften fonnen) ald befonbers tvegen ber Sehrberhandlungen. Thema
biefer rbeit war die Hillenfahrt Cheifti, unbd der Refevent, Diveltor Studtmann,
bat nidht nur eine griindlide, fondbern auch eine Sehr evbauliche Arbeit geliefert.
Wer fid) itber bie Sdriftlehre bon der Hillenfahrt orientieren will, finbet in diefem
Beridte alles, wag er ndtig hat, die Darftellung aller Sonderlehren fowohl ie bie
polle Darlegung der Wahrheit auf Grund der Sdhrift.

P.EC Kregmannmn.

Historical Prism Inscriptions of Ashurbanipal. By Arthur Carl Piep-
korn. The University of Chicago Press. 109 pages, 7X9%. Price,
$1.25.

Here is a specimen eruditionis, part of the work done by a graduate of

a few years ago in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the doctor’s

degree. But it is not merely such a specimen; for the text gives us an

opportunity to form a good idea of conditions during the reign of Ashur-
banipal (668—626 B.C.), who was noted not only for his great wars of
conquest, but also for his hunting prowess and for his interest in liter-
ature, his great library baving been excavated by George Smith. A typical
passage (on page 29) shows the boastfulness of the great Assyrian ruler:

“I, Ashurbanipal, the great king, the mighty king, king of the universe,

king of Assyria, king of the four world regions, duke of Babylon, king of

the land of the Sumerian and the Akkadianm, grandson of Sennacherib,”
etc. — Further studies of prism inseriptions are to follow.
P. E. KRETZMANN.
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