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Excavating Kirjath-Sepher’s Ten Cities. By Melvin Grove Kyle, D. D.,
LL.D. 203 pages, 6X9. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand
Rapids, Mich. 1934. Price, $2.00. Order from Concordia Publish-
ing House, St. Louis, Mo.

If any one thinks archeology is a “dry-as-dust” subject, of value only
to specialists and theologians of a certain group, he is bound to be agree-
ably disillusioned if he reads this book. It is delightful, fascinating, in-
forming from beginning to end. Written in the form of a chatty narrative,
describing the four campaigns of excavation undertaken under the direc-
tion of the author, the book gives one an acquaintance with the splendid
.and successful work done at Kirjath-sepher and at the same time serves
a8 an introduction to many customs still observed in Bible lands, thus
.opening up many sections of the Bible in a most interesting and instrue-
tive manner. Seventeen half-tone illustrations, the first being a late one
of the deceased author, enhance the value of the book. It stands to reason
that certain views of the author will not find full acceptance, and one may
differ with him with regard to his peculiar notions of Bible chronology
(p. 85) ; but one is most agreeably compensated for this fact by the author’s
staunch defense of the Seriptures. The book thoroughly corroborates the
Bible narrative. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Dad Neue Tejtament Deut{dh), Neues Gittinger Bibelwerf. Herausgegeben
bon Paul Althaus und Johannesd Bebhm. 9. Teilbdndden:
Die Briefe on Timotheus und Titusg, Hberfest und erflivt
pon Joadhim Feremiasd Der Brief an die Hebrder,
itberfet und erflirt von Hermann Strathmann Bandenhoed
und Rupredit, ottingen. 1934. 128 Seiten 6X9%,. Subifriptionspreisd:
RM 4.25; eingeln RM 4.95.

Diefer neue, populire Kommentar {tber dad Neue Teftament, der, wenn voll=
ftindig, swdlf Binbden umfaffen foll, bavon eing ein Regifferbindhen, {dreitet
ritftig feiner Bollendung entgegen. Der vorliegende Teil fdheint unsd befonders
wertooll, Tad) furzen Einleitungen werben die Briefe felbft in eimer mufter-
gitltigen {tberfeung dargeboten mit Griduterungen, die bei aller Kiirze dod) bie
Hauptiachen in den berjdhiedenen Ubfdhmitten befprechen. Wegen fritherer Fe-
senfionen Idnnen wir Hier von einer weiteren Charafterifierung bded Werfed ab-
fehen. Llobliuend Derithrt bei diefem Bdndden, dah die Pajtoralbriefe dem Apo-
jtel Paulus jugefprochen twerben, obgleidh ein unnbtiger Wbftridy gemadit wird,
wenn auf Seite 4 der Uusleger ¢8 alg feine Meinung ausdfpridt, ,dap bie Briefe
im Auftrag ded Paulug, wohl auf Srund vorbheriger milndlidher Unmeijung und
unter jeiner Mitarbeit, gefdhrieben find?. Jn bejug auf den Hebrderbrief ift dev
betreffende Ausleger der Meinung, daf man bet der Frage nad) dbem Uutor am
ficdherften ber Motiz Tertullians foige, wonad)y Barnabad fiir den Verfajfer diefed
itlichen Briefes su Halten ift. Gr fitgt Hingu: ,Dodh) bleibt die Urheberfdhaft
bed Barnabasd eine BVermutung. Unbdere Vermutungen verdienen Tfeine Erivdh-
nung, hodjtens nod) bie Quthers (aber nur um Luthers willen), der an Apolos
(Wpoft. 18) badhpte.r AIB Datum ded3 Briefes denft der Wusleger etwa an bad
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Sahr 80. Die fdywierige Stelle Hebr. 6, 4—6 wird erflivt, indem bdie dort ge=
nannte Unmiglidhfeit ber Buke befdhricben wird als8 gittliched Gericht (vgl. dasd
Gericht ber BVerftodung), eine Auslegung, die fih wohl mit der analogia fidei
vertrigt. W Arndt.

Totenauferitehung, Gin Bidbelfurs itber 1 Kor. 15, Bou D. Rarl Feszer,

Profeffor in Tiibingen. Caliwer Werlagsbudhandlung, Stuttgart. 1983,

78 Seiten 53, X8%. Preid: Kartoniert, RM 1.80; gebunden, RM 2.80.

Wir haben biefe Studie mit grofem Jnterefje in einem Juge duvchgelefen.

€3 banbelt fih niht um eine wiffenidaftliche Cregefe, fonbern um den aner=

fennendtwerten Dienjt eined Theologen, der, wie er felber fagt, mit ber Gemeinbde

in Fithlung bleiben will. ,Darum hat dbie Gemeinde die Theologen, . . . daf die

Theologen thre Wrbeit fo leiften fdnnen, toie fie fie leiften miiffen. Und darum

baben die Theologen ifhre Wrbeit ju tun im BlE auf bdbie Gemeinde.r (&. 18.)

Wer fidh mit dem 1. Korintherbrief, fpesifildy mit dem Wuferjtehungstapitel, in-
tenfiv bejchiftigt, wirb aus bdiefer Studie manched lernen fonnen.

P.C. Kregmannmn.

The Basis of Christian Faith. A Modern Defense of the Christian Re-
ligion. By Rev. Floyd H. Hamilton. Harper & Brothers, New York,
N.Y. 348 pages, 514, X8. Price, $2.25.

Professor Hamilton teaches in Union Christian College, in Dorea.
While a student, he lost his faith in the Bible, in the atonement, even in
the existence of a God. Later he was led back to faith, when he realized
that even from the standpoint of reason the evolutionist and atheist have
no ground to stand on. Some of the chapter headings will convey an idea
of the rich contents of this book: The External Universe; The Reasons
why We must Believe in God; The World and Its Origin; The Reasonable-
ness of Supernaturalism; The Cause and Growth of the Great Religions
of the World; The Unity of the Bible; The Historical Trustworthiness of
the Bible; The Integrity, Genuineness, and Authenticity of the Bible; His-
torical and Literary Criticism of the Old Testament; Historical and Lit-
erary Criticism of the New Testament; The Alleged Discrepancies in the
Bible; Doctrinal Difficulties in the Bible; The Resurrection of Jesus Christ;
The Fulfilment of Prophecy. The chapters dealing with the genuineness
of the Biblical books are the strongest. Incidentally we note (p.178) that
also this author has accepted Thothmes III as the Pharaoh of the op-
pression. THEODORE GRAEBNER.

God at Work. A Study of the Supernatural. By William Adams Brown,
Ph.D., D. D. Charles Seribner’s Sons. New York and London. 301
pages, 51,X8. Price, $2.50.

Like Dr. Brown’s other much-advertised book Beliefs that Matter this
monograph is a book of insidious poison, doubly so on account of its lit-
erary appeal and because of the fact that he uses many of the old ortho-
dox terms while investing them with modernistic meanings, which take
the very heart out of Christianity. The proton pseudos of the book is the
placing of all religions on the same level, whereby Christianity is bound
to lose its very soul. The author does not really progress beyond the
natural knowledge of God, and of course he does not believe in the inspira-
tion of the Bible (p.269). He is in sympathy with Karl Barth, whom he
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calls Calvin’s latest disciple (p. 75, note; 76, note), but also with Mahatma
Gandhi and with Buchman. He clearly does not know what faith is (p.60 ff.),
denies miracles (p.81), believes in evolution in religion, denies the exis-
tence of a personal devil (p.103), and has no idea what conversion really
means (p.125). Altogether, Dr. Brown is running true to form. It is
a pity that so many people follow his antichristian vagaries.

P. E. KRETZMANN.

Evolution Cross-Examined. A Critical Examination of the Theory from
Matter Arising out of Public Debates and Discussions. 44 pages,
5X7%. The Lutheran Publishing Co., Adelaide. Price, 1 sh.

This booklet is of interest not only because it presents the best argu-
ments against the theory of evolution in the form of a cross-examination,
the Christian and the evolutionist being the opponents in the debate, but
in particular because a new argument is added, namely, that taken from
the rate of propagation. If the age of homo sapiens is to be accepted on
the basis of the evolutionist’s conservative estimate as being 500,000 years,
and if we may assume the rate of propagation during those half million
years to have heen the same as during the past 150 years, then the earth
would now have a population running into eighteen figures, and there
wou'd barely be standing-room for all the people of the earth. Other points
are b.ought out in just as interesting a manner, and the book may well be
added to the pastor’s shelf of apologetic literature. P.E.KRETZMANN.

Sehen wir unsd im Jenfeitd wieder? Die grofe Sehnfuditsfrage der Menjdhheit.
Bon Prof. Dr. Friedbrid) jur Bonfen Fran; Borgmeyer BVerlags=
budyhandlung, Hilbedheim. Gr.8°, 176 Seiten. Ganjzleinenband, 4.50 RM.

Died ift eine anregende Stubie. Der Verfafler, ein nambafter Gelehrter,
aber ein LQaie, ift Glied der rbmifden Kivde (€. 142 passim), wasd aber im Bud
felber nur felten Bervoriritt, auker in ben Bitaten, die, wie e deint, alle aus
ber beutfden itberfefung ber Bulgata genommen find. Die Form dber Darftellung
ift feffelnd, bie Syrade ift getdhlt, oft aud epigrammatif. Wenn toir aud) dfter
den Ausfithrungen nidht suftimmen Idnnen, fo finden toir dody jabhllofe widhtige
unbd fwahre Gedanfen, die wir wohl anwenben Bunen. Gin Paftor, der dies Bild)-

Tein ftubtert, witd aud) fitr RQeichenveden mandie troftreidhe Gedanfen gewinnen

Ionnen. Unter den vielen {hinen usfagen bed Budes finden fic) folgende: ,Wer

einmal in die LWerbeblitter [der Spivitiften] einen BIF getan hat, et wird wifien,

wad fiir entieslidie religitfe Jrrivege ungd hier drohen, und mwird jebe Helegenbeit
benufen, ohne falidhe Toleranj alled, wad mit dbem mobernen Spiritidmus ju:
jammenbhingt, bom Standpunitt bes Chriffentums aus ju befdimpfen.s (Yusd Kro=
patided zitiert.) ,Darum ift unsd aud) der Himmel weniger ein Ort ald ein Ju-
ftanbd, wie denn die Wonne ded Himmels in bem vbilligen Durdidrungeniein der

Seele von Goit und der gbitlihen Riebe befteht.” ,Die Kirdhe {elbft lehnt diefe

Theorie [bed Seelenfdlafes] jdleditiveg ab; bdie Seele empfingt nadhy dem Ub-

fheiden al8bald ihr Geridht, und Seligleit und Wieber{ehen gehiren jueinanbder.”

# Wit jebem Glodenidlage fommen toir bem Tobe niher, und der Tod ift die Pforte,

ber Heimgang jum wahren Leben. Und o der Senfenmann bir dein Qiebftes ge-

nominen, fiehe, ba tritt yoie ein Gngel de§ Trofted der uralte Menjdhen= und Chri-
ftenglaube, bon bem in biefem Bud) die RNede, Hoffnungsfreudig bdir jur Seite”

Der Tutherifhe Theolog tird felbftberjtindlidy bie Shrift mehr jur Geltung

fommen Iaffen. P.EC Kregmann.
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I Follow the Road. A Modern Woman’s Search for God. By Anne Byrd
Payson. Introduction by E. Stanley Jones. 210 pages, 5X7Y,. Price,
$1.00.

Christ and Human Suffering. By . Stanley Jones. 231 pages, 5X7%.
Price, $1.00. Both published by the Abingdon Press, New York, N.Y.

The first of these books is the author’s story of her conversion by reading
Stanley’s Christ on the Indien Road. The author, a woman of wealth and
position, highly cultured, an admirer of Bach, but non-religious, tells how
her heart was changed. It is an interesting story; but one fails to find
in it a clear-cut statement that her conversion was based upon repentance
and faith in Christ as the Savior. From the author’s account it would ap-
pear to have been no more than a change from a purely material to a spir-
itual mode of life and thought. The distinctively Christian element in con-
version is wanting.

The second book, in general, suffers from the same malady as the for-
mer — a vagueness that leaves the reader in doubt. One would hesitate to
say that Stanley Jones here gives evidence of being a Modernist; but at
the same time he does not clearly show himself to be a Fundamentalist.
His method is to rationalize the Scriptures. Much of what he has to say
about human suffering is well said. He has a wealth of illustrative matter
woven into his treatise, his style is fresh and inspiring, and our pastors
will find much of value in the book; but it will have to be used with care.
For instance, in speaking of Christ and His suffering, the author does not
talk of the atonement in the orthodox way. His view is this: God created
man & free agent, not an automaton, so that it was possible for man to sin
if he so chose. God assumed the responsibility of helping man out of sin
by sending Christ into the world, who took on Himself man’s sin and suf-
fering. The sin of man brought Christ to the cross. “The cross is the
heart-break of God.,” Since God is Christlike, God suffers in Christ. This
has the ring of Patripassionism and leaves the reader bewildered, confused.

W. G. POLACK.

Martin Luther. Der Prophet, BVon Hansd Preuf. Berlag bon €, Bertels:
mann, Gitterdloh, 1933, VII und 267 Seiten 614 X9V, in Leintpand mit
Ritden= und Dedeltitel gebunden. Preig: M. 11,

Die Quiherfeiern bes Jahres 1933 find {dhon lange voritber. Jeber, der {oldhen
Feiern beigelwobhut hat, wird mit Freuben baran zuriiddenfen; aber getvif Hat
mander bon diefer Feier aud) Unlaf genommen, fid) twieder befonders in der cinen
oder anbern Hinfidht mit Quibher su befdhidftigen. Gin vielbe[diaftigter Gropitadts
paftor {diried mit anfangd Degember v, F.: ,AIB dad November-MoNTHLY fam,
108 id) fofort die Regenfion von Helbigs ,Quther, Theologie bed Kreuged’. Ih wollte
pas Bitdhlein bei K. am felben Tage faufen, aber e war nod) nidt ba.” So war
aud) fitr midh bie Qeftiive diefed im vborigen Sommer er{dienenen Werfed gleichfam
eine Privat-Quiherfeier. &3 ift ber iveite, aber gang jelbitdndige und unabhingige
el eines auf drei BVanbe veranfdlagten groferen Wertes itber Quther, gefdhrichen
bon einem, der mit Redht al8 einer ber bedeutenden Quiherforfder der Gegentvart
gilt, D. Hans Preup, Profefjor der Kirdengefdidhte und der firdhlichen Kunft an
ber Univerfitdt Erlangen. Der erfte Band {dhilberte ,Martin Quther den RKitnftlers
und wurbe in biefer Jeit{drift, Bb. 3, &. 474, befproden. Der BVerfaffer jagt,
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baf er bet diefem gangen Werfe verjuden wolle, ,die Sadje von Grund aus auj-
subauen, bad Heikt, die Darftellung Luihers alf ded RKiinjtlerd sunddhft und fpdater
bie bes Propheten nad) o [Ten Seiten beleuchten. Die vollftandige und genaue
Durdarbeitung {dmilicher fuperungen Quthers ijt dabei jelbftverftinblidhe Boraus-
jejung, das Beikt, der gejamten Weimarana Blatt fitv Blatt wie ded Briefidhakes
al8 conditio sine qua non — eine Wrbeit bon mehreven Jahren, die fich vodh) bem
Qefer ftetd unendlidh belohnt~l) LBas fiiv ein Stitd Arbeit died toar, fann man
ermeffen, wenn man bedentt, daf die LWeimarer Wusgabe ber Werfe Quthers, die
feit 1883, alfo feit mebhr al8 fiinfzig Jabhren, eridheint, gegentwdrtig 79 grohe Binbde
3dblt, tm Quartformat unfever &St. Qouifer Wusgabe, wenn auch die einzelnen
Binde der Weimarer Uusgabe nidht {o ftarf find ivie die der &t. Youifer, durd)-
fmittlid) 600 Seiten im Umfang., Aber was fiir eine Freube, was fiiv ein Genufp
ijt e3, eine jolhe auf griindlidem Studium Luihers rubende Darftellung zu lefen!
Der LVerfaffer trdgt eben nidt feine eigene Uuffaflung von Luther vor, {onbern
mit jahllofen Wusfpriiden aus Qutbher, die wobl bier Fiinftel bes Buded aus-
maden, {hildert er Quiher wirflidh, wie er it und wad er {agt. Der Werfaffer
bemerft mit Redht tm Vorwort 3u diefem Banbe: ,LWir mitffen uns toieder daju
ergichen, daf toir Qutber nidht im Lidte Meifter Edharts, Kants, Nit{his, Kierte:
gaards, Barths odber Grifebadhs fehen, {onbern Quther im Lidhte Luthers — etva
wie 8 in pollfommener, aber ziemlidh) einfamer Weife Wilhem TWalther einft ge:
tan (S.1I1)2) Der vorliegende Banbd {dhilbert alfo ,Ruther den Propheten?
in adit RKapiteln: 1. Die prophetifdhe Criwartung ded ausgehendben Mittelalters;
2. Die Grfitllung; 3. Quthers Urteil itber Prophetentum; 4. Quiber ald Prophet;
5. Der Kampf des Propheten; 6. Der Prophet und feine Kivdje; 7. LJuthers pro-
phetifhe Gefdidtsauffafjung; 8. Quthers Geltung ald Prophet pon feinem Tobe
big jur Gegentvart, Wber diefe nadte Dispofition fann nidt den reiden JInhalt
diefes LWerfed geigen; benm in bdiefem Nahmen werben nun bie inteveffantejten
Darftellungen geboten, wie fie nur einer, der dad Gebiet der Kirdjengefdhidhte o
beherridht twie ber Verfaffer darbieten faun. Preuh befieht Puntte mwie bdiefe, ob
ber Traum Friedridhs ves Weifen von dem Mbnd mit der langen Feder, die bem
Papit in Rom an die Krone ftiel, hiftorijd ift (S. 22), {eit wann Luther berithmt
ift (&. 31), {dhildert Quthers Selbftbewufptiein (S. 119), wicft die Frage auf, ob
Quthers Wort in Worms ,Hier ftehe ih” ufw. edt ift oder nidht (S. 139), 3eigt,
wie Quiher jeinen Gegnern mit feinem Tode dbroht (8. 144), wie er ausfithrt, dbap
Wunder nur nbtig find, wenn jemand mit einer neuen Lehre auftritt (&. 161).
Quthers Weisfagungen iverden ervrtert (€. 154 1), feine Wrbeitsfraft (S. 164),
feine Fiirbitte und Gefudye fiir andere (S. 198), feine Upofalyptit (&. 210), feine
SHodiditung der Gefdhichte (S. 213); {eine BVorldufer werden befprodien: Gerfon,
Savonarola, bejonders Hus (S.223); feine Esdatologie (S, 235); und in dem
RKapite! itber Quthers Wert{dhitung Hi8 auf die Gegenivart jitiert Preug den Eng=
Tindber §. Madinnon, der in jeinem vierbindigen Quiheriverf ein befondered Kapitel
itber Quther ald Propheten einfdyiebt, in dem man unter andberm folgended lefen
fann: “He was vastly more than a Reformer such as his own or preceding

1) Mactin Luther der RKiinftler, &. 3.

2) &3 ift febr ridtig, baB tvieder einmal naddriidlih auf die Wrbeiten und For-
fGungen TWilhelm Walthers BHingetwiefen toird, deflen Werfe, wie ,Fiir [uiher twiber
Som”, ,Quiberd Charatter’, ,Dad Erbe dber Reformation im Kampfe der Gegenwart”,
allen, bte fich fitr Quiber intereffieen, nur angelegentlich empfohlen tverden Idnnen.
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generations produced. He was a prophet with the message that the times
were fitted and ready to receive. He derived this message, not from this
or that predecessor, from this or that externmal source, but from his own
wrestlings with the problem of sin and salvation as this problem presented
itgelf in his personal experience. He belongs in this respect to the same
category as Paul or Augustine; to the creative, prophetic type of man in
the sphere of religion, whose spiritual experience, in its peculiar power
and insight, marks an epoch in religious history. . . . What stamps him
as the prophet is the fact that he made this experience the factor of a re-
ligious revolution.” (&.254f.) Gtivas anbers ausgedriidt: ,Dad erfte Merfmal
eined Propheten fieht Luther in feinem Wuftrag von Gotf, in {einer Sendung ald
Bote und Vevolimddtigter Gotted; dber Prophet verfilndet dad Wort Gotted in
Kraft und im Namen be§ HErrn. Luther dringte fidh nidht felbft Hervor, feine
Rubmjucht treibt ihn; er wird von Hoherer Getvalt ,fortgeriffen’ und muf 8 tun.
Diefes Mup fann Luther nidht oft genug von feinem QebenSiver? betonen. Gr
jtebt unter 3wang, {dyon bei feiner Doftorierung, die er nidht twollte; unter Jwang
beim Thefenanfdlag, von deflen Wittung er feine Ahnung hat; unter Jwang bei
feiner Reife nad) Worms: ,Wer id) bin und dburd) was fiir einen Rat und Willen
idy in biefen Hanbel geriffen (raptus) toorben bin, dasd befehle i bem, ber da
toeiff, dap dad alled nady feinem, nidht nadh) meinem LWillen gefdhehen ift.° Daber
aud) fein TMut, feine abjolute Furdytlofigleit gegen alle menfdhlidhen Feinde. C€r
jteht iiberall im Namen feines Gottes.”3) — Man fann ben veidhen Inhalt bed
Budjes, gerade vie den des borvangegangenen IWerfed iiber LQuther alg Kiinftler,
nidht in einer furjen BWefpredyung geniigend jdhildbern. Man muh dad Bud), dad
aud) mit guten, ausdfithelidhen Regiftern verfehen ift, felbit lefen, und bazu mbdhten
wir hiermit einladen. Wir haben nur 3wei Ausdftellungen: bdie eine, dbaf bie alte
Sdyreibiveife, die in dber Weimarer Wusgabe aufs genauefte befolgt ift, aucdh hier
beibehalten ift unbd infolgebeffen nidht jeber gans fo glatt die LQuihertvorte lefen
wird, wie dag mbglih todre, wenn die neuere Schreibiveife befolgt vitrbe, So-
pann finben wir hin unbd twieder einen Sah, den vir nidt unteridhreiben tdnnen.
So bei Der interefjanten und trefflihen Beipredung von Luihers E2datologie, die
purdhaus pofitiv freubig geftimmt ijt, dba Quther fidh freut auf ben ,lieben Jiing:
ften Tag’. Da heipt e8 fedoch jum WUb{dylup der Unterfudung: ,So Halt fidy Suther
in bdiefem widtigen abjdhlieBendben Punite gany im Rahmen feines prophetifchen
Charatters: allgemeines Crivarten bes nahen Eubed, fein ungeduldiges, nafemweifes
Beredynen! Luther Hhat fidh mit der nabhen Crivartung des Jiingften Tages geirvet.
Aber aud) die Propheten des Alten Teftaments haben fid) — ebenfo peripettivifh —
geirrt mit threr Nabertvartung ded meffianifchen Reides toie die WUpoftel mit der
baldigen Wieberfunft Ehrifii — Jretiimer, die heute jever Schulfnabe durdidhauen
fann. Aber wie e8 Binfentwahrheiten gibt, {o gibt e aud) geniale Jrrtitmer, {oldhe
fogar, die {dipferifh find.# (&.236f.) Wir fagen: Weber die Propheten des
Wlten Teftaments nod) die Upoftel bed Neuen Teftamentsd haben fid) geiret in bezug
auf bie Nahe ber Wiederfunft Ehrijti, fondern die Stellen, die {o flingen, find,
abgefehen bon Der peripeftivifdhen Wusdbrudsweife, 1o sju verftehen, dajs eben bei=
berlei beilige Schretber fid) {o ausdriiden, wie diejenigen fich ausdriiden, die in bem
Glauben und in ber Hoffnung leben, daf ber Jitngfte Tag jeben Tag fommen Idnne.
¢ Fiirbringer.

3) Allgemeine Eb.-Quih. Kirdenzeitung, 1933, Nr. 46, &. 1079.
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Christian Mass Movements in India. A Study with Recommendations.
By J. Waskom Pickett. The Abingdon Press, New York, Cincinnati,
Chicago. 382 pages, 6X9. Price, $2.00.

The author of this book, J. Waskom Pickett, was a classmate at Asbury
College, Ky., of Dr. E. Stanley Jones and his successor as pastor at Luck-
now, India, in 1910. The National Christian Council of India invited him
to make a study of the Christian mass movements in India. He became
the director of this study for this council in India, Burma, and Ceylon.
After traveling extensively for the purpose of investigating these move-
ments in a careful, systematic manner, Mr. Pickett published the results
of his findings in this valuable volume. He tells us that he prefers the
name “group movements” to that of “mass movements”; for, while ordi-
narily the group deciding to become Christians is of one caste, this is by
no means always the case. At times it has happened that members of two
or more castes in one or several villages break loose from old superstitions
and apply for Christian instruction. While true conversion takes place
in each heart, yet it is true that even in the earliest days whole house-
holds turned to the Lord, e. g., Cornelius, Lydia, the jailer at Philippi.
And again it has happened that entire districts or towns have turned to
the missionary and requested instruction. And just so large commumni-
ties, whole districts, in India have submitted to Christian instruction.
Mr. Pickett states that the fishermen for hundreds of miles along the
western coast of India consist of two castes, one who catch the fish and
the other who market them, and he states concerning these, “They are all
nominally Christians.” The author claims that hundreds of thousands
of converts have come to different churches of Christendom ‘“‘through mass
movements.” Just now there is a Sudra movement of deep significance.
Mr. Pickett devotes his entire thirteenth chapter to this Sudra movement
in the Telugu country. He emphasizes the fact that any “new movement
in a Sudra caste anywhere will be highly important.”” He speaks of one
movement which produced more than fifteen thousand converts within five
years. And this movement is on the increase. He quotes a missionary
of the United Lutheran Church, writing in June, 1932: “In this district
we have baptized about fifteen hundred Sudras in the last five years, more
than one half of them within the last twelve months.”

His book is so full of interesting and illuminating detail that we
could not begin to quote at lemgth. His discussion of caste is clearer
and more instructive than any that we have found elsewhere. In chapter 7
the author enters upon a full discussion of the motives underlying mass-
movement conversions. He mentions forty reasons given by different per-
sons for turning from heathenism to Christianity. He reveals all the
sources of his information and submits tabulated findings concerning dif-
ferent degrees of knowledge of the Christian religion among converts, con-
cerning church-membership, church attendance, church support, relics of
superstition, sexual morality, use of intoxicating liquors, drugs, etc., ete.
He discusses the preparation for baptism given by different churches. In
the course of his description of different sections of India he speaks of the
United Lutheran Church, the Autonomous Lutheran Church, and the Mis-
souri Lutheran Church. Considerable space is devoted to the subject of
religious education as offered by the different denominations. Much tabu-
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lated information is provided. Mr. Pickett tells us that in Gunthur there
were sixteen Lutheran, three Baptist, and five Roman Catholic schools.
In this connection he reports his findings on the government “grants-in-aid”
for these schools, supervision of day-schools, boarding-schools, and “one-
teacher” schools. He gives his impressions of the limitations and weak-
nesses of these mass movements and offers a number of suggestions as to
“how to achieve larger possibilities for mass movements.” At the close
of the volume there is a fine glossary, alphabetically arranged, explaining
not a few Hindu terms which are frequently used by those who speak
English in India. His bibliography comprises fifty-four titles. And finally
there is a very complete and helpful index.

While in this book the author discusses mass movements in particular,
he nevertheless offers such an amount of valuable information and explana-
tion of conditions in general, of native customs, ete., as to give this volume
a very high rating among books concerning India, especially India as a field
for Christian mission endeavors. Altogether, it has impressed us as an
uncommonly well-written book. In a spirit of evident fairness the author
describes actual conditions, points out possibilities, and discusses avenues
of approach to the Indian. No one who wishes to be informed on the
present status of Christian work in the Orient can afford to ignore the
arguments, the facts, and the suggestions which this lucid and systematic
treatise supplies. M. S. SOMMER.

Scripture Memorizing. By Oscar Lowry. 192 pages, 5X7. Fleming
H. Revell Co. Price, $1.50.

The author, who, at the request of Dr. J. Moody, for almost three years
held the position of Director of Practical Work in the Moody Bible Insti-
tute, presents here a method of memorizing Secripture-texts which accord-
ing to many testimonials has proved very satisfactory and which appeals
to the reviewer as an exceedingly practical method. In chapters 5—12 the
author shows how the memorized Scripture-passages may be used in win-
ning souls for Christ. Unfortunately Law and Gospel, justification and
sanctification, are confused time and again; e.g., before one is “saved,”
i. e., converted, he must be willing to confess Christ and forsake sin. The
unpardonable sin is not properly described. Though we do not agree with
the doctrinal errors, the method of applying Seripture-passages in soul-
winning is clearly and instructively brought out. The proper passages,
however, must be applied in a manner not only methodically practical, but
doctrinally, Secripturally, correct. T. LAETSCH.

Proceedings of the Seventh Convention of the Northern Nebraska
District. 1933. Concordia Publishing House, St.Louis, Mo. 28 pages.
Price, 8 cts.

The essay at the seventh convention of the Northern Nebraska District
of the Missouri Synod was read by Prof. R. Neitzel, who spoke on “The
Creation of Heaven and Earth,” showing from Scripture that it is a work
of the Triune God, that it is a work performed in six days of usual length,
and that it should urge us continually to bless and praise our God. A very
brief résumé of this paper is given on pages 7—9. An interesting statis-
tical report on the Home Mission work conducted in this District is given
on page 10. Trareo. LAETSCH.



576 Book Review. — Riteratur,

Why Lutherans do Not Participate in Union Services. By J. W.
Schillinger. The Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, O. 4 pages,
3X6. Price, $1.35 per 100.

This excellent leaflet, giving information on a very live issue, deserves
wide dissemination. W. ARNDT.

Mixed Marriages. By J. Lembertus. The Lutheran Book Concern, Co-
lumbus, O. 16 pages, 414 X6, Price, $4.00 per 100.

A good tract, drawing attention to, and warning earnestly against,
an evil which unfortunately is quite prevalent these days. W. ARNDT.
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