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Die Heilsgetwifheit bei Quiher. Cine enttwidlungsae{didhilige und {hjtematifche
Darftellung, BVon AIfred Kurjz. Verlag von €. Berteldmann, Giiters-
Toh. 1933. 262 Seiten 614 X9V, Preid: M. 8, fartoniert.

JUnfere Unterjudung fithvt in da8 Hevzftit & bdes religitfen Lebens und
theologifdhen Denfend QLuthers. Mit der Frage: ,YWie friege i) einen gnidigen
Gott? find wohl feine Kiofterfdmpfe vidhtig umidrieben; aber diefe eine Frage
umidliept die toeitere: ,TBie werbe ih ein Menjh nach Gottes Wohl-
gefallen? Wie bleibt mir Gott gnidig in Emwigleit? Wie werde idh
meines Heils gewif?® Mit diefem Saf beginnt die Abhandlung. Und
wenn der Lefer, bem ed um biefe Sadje yu tun ift, begierig der Yusfithrung jolgt,
o ift er nidt enttdufdyt, fondern unteridreibt dbantbar bie Sdhlufpfige: €5 gibt
ein ewiged Covangelium. Weil Quther diejesd bder Welt mwieder=
gebradyt hat, . . . burfte in jeiner Qeichenvede von bem Engel der Offenbarung ge=
fprochen werben: ,Der Hatte ein etwiged Evangelium, ju verfiindigen demen, die
auf Grben twohnen’, Offend. 14, 6. Bon diefem Evangelium g¢ilt, was von Ehriftus
gefagt ift: ,YEjus Ehriftud geftern und heute unbd derfelbe audy in Eivigleit’,
SHebr. 13, 8. Bu ihm wollte Quiher {ein deutfdhes BVolf fithren, ,auf daf wir durd
bedfelbenn Gnade gerecht und Grben feien bes etvigen Lebend nad) ber Hoffnung.
Dag ift gewiflih wahr, Tit. 8,71 Der Lefer wird feinem ot bant:
batv fein fiir ba8 pon Quibher der Kirdje wiebergefchentte Lehrftiid von der auf dasd
Ebangelium gegriindeten Heildgetvipheit. Cr wird aud) vem Verfaffer fitr feine
vortreffliche Wrbeit banibar fein, bie {o mandesd Jrefflide auf treffliche Weife zu
fagen eiB. Erit wird Suthers Sampf um die HetlSgetwiBheit dargeftellt, vie er
auf bem Weg ber Werfgereditigleit {ich in einem ,JYnferno” befand, wie ev auf
bem Weq der jugeredineten Geredhtigleit in ein ,Purgatorio fam und ioie er auf
dem Weg der Glaubensgeredhtigleit bad ,Parabdifo’ erreidite. Unter der ,3uge:
redyneten Gereditigfeit” der jiveiten Periode verfteht der BVerfaffer bad ,Nidi-
suredhnen der Siinbe durd) Gotted freie WillenSent{Geidbung”. €8 hanbelt fidh
um bden voluntariftifden Gotte8begriff Occams, ber Quihers bamalige Theologie
beherrfdite. Hinter der ,gratia imputata jtand nidt ber gnddige Gott ber
Sdrift, jonbern bder pribeftinierende, abfolute, frele LWille des occamiftifhen
Gotteg”. ,Am Unfang ber BVorlefung [iiber ben Riomerbrief] ftand der heilsd:
ungeiviffe Siinber bor einem Goit, der in unberedjendarer Willensentidheibung
gereht fpridht und verbammt; am Enbde ruft dbad in Chrijto begnadigte Goited-
find: ,Abba, Ueber Vater! Occam ift endgiiltig dburd) Paulud befiegt. Luiber
hat bdie Theologie ber Dialeftif {ibertvunden.” (&, 146.) Die Sadye ded {oge=
nannten ,Turmerlebniffes”, von dem Quiher in der Vorrede jur Gejamtausgabe
feiner Werfe vedet (W. 54, 179 ff.: ,Da fiihlte i) mich gang und gar afd ein
Wiebergebotner und meinte, durd) offene Titven in bas Parabied einjutreten”;
pgl. &t. & Wusg. XIV, 448), wird griindlid) unterjudt. Kur; Halt dafilr, bap
dag ,Turmerlebnis” in den Monat September, {piteftens Oitober, des Jahres
1516 fillt. Die Sadye ift widtig fiir dad Verftandnis der Riomerbriefoorlejung
und anderver Frithjdriften. ,Der Yusdbrud ,der gnidbige Gott® ift hier nod) nidht
reformatorifd) su verftehent (S. 94), ,aud) nidht die nsdriide ,Elaube’ und ,Nidt-
anrednung’? (&. 83). JIn ber zweiten Periode ,wird nidht der Glaudbe, fon=
bern die Demut, die WUnerfennung ded inneren Slinbdigfeins, die Unfedtung
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und das Nidithaben ber Heildgetviheit ald beildnotivendig Hingejtelltr (&. 87).
»Bon der Riomerbriefoorlejung jagt LQuther 1532, baf er in ihr su einiger
Grienntnis Chrijti gefommen fei (Tijdhr. I, 136). BVon jeiner erften Bialmenvor-
lefung hat er fpiter iiberhaupt niht mehr geredet. Dad ijt niht Jufall, fonbern
Ubficht. Selbft ber Galaterbrief von 1519 ift nad) {einem {pdteren Urteil nicdht
veif. ,Quther toupte gans genau, dag er bie volle Crfenntnis des
Reformators erjt befak, al8 er fih anjdyidte, den BPialter um jweiten
Male ju interpretieven.” (S.146.) ,BVom adien Kapitel dbed Romerbriefes an,
o die Wandlung fich) borbereitete, finden fid) Stellen, aus denen rveformatorifches
Morgenlidgt leudptet.” (S.67.) €8 wird in diefem Teil bed Budes anidhaulid
und ergreifend bejdrieben, ivie Quther bon Stufe ju Stufe aufrwdrts gefithrt
turbe, bis er, auf dem alleinigen Boden dber Schrift ftehend, feines Heilands,
feines Gloubensd froh fein fonnte — bad von Gott jubereitete Werfzeug ber Re-
formativn. Der zweite Teil behanbelt ,Die Heildgelvipheit bei Quther in {yite-
matifder Darftellung”. Die Heildgewifheit griindet fidh auf Wort und Safra-
ment, ift die vom Heiligen Geift durd) Wort und Saframent gewirite Getwifbeit.
2Der Heilige Geijt ift fein Sleptifer; er hat nidit Jieifelhajtes und unfidhere
Meinungen in unjere Herzen gefdhrieben, fondern fefte Gewihheiten, bie fefter und
gemviffer find al8 felbft dag Leben und alle Criahrung. (W. 18, 605; St. & Wusg.
18, 1681.)* ,Jn Unfedtungen {dhried er an feine Stubentiir ober auf feinen
Sdyreibtifdy: ,Baptizatus sum!® Ober er {agt: ,Pleine Taufe bleibdt, gleihivie
bie Sonne allegeit bleibt.” (. 34, I, 97.)» ,,E8 niit div nihts 3u glauben, daf
®hriftus fiir die Siindben anderetr babhingegeben fet, wenn du jiveifeljt, ob er
flir beine Siindben geftorben fei. Dasd glaunben aud) dbie Dimonen. Mit fefter
Buperfitht mukt dbu bavan fefthalten, daf er aud) fitr beine Siinben geftorben
ift und b u einer von benen feieft, fiir beven Siinde er babingegeben wurde. Daj
ift vehtfertigenber Glaude, . . . Dad ift bad Beugnis bes Heiligen Geiftes.” (TW. 2,
458; &t. L. Ausg. 8 1376.)* — Wuf zwei von Kurz hierbei betonte Puntte mbdy-
ten wir nod) befonbders aufmerfjam maden. 1. Synergidmusd und Heildgelvipheit
pertragen fih nidht. ,Ob wir die verjdhiebenen Formen bed Heibentums ober bed
Subentums . . . dbavaufhin betrachten, itberall findet {ich ber Verjudh, irgenbdeinen
menfdliden Standpuntt Gott gegeniiber feftzubalien und einem — wenn aud
nod) fo {dhwaden — Synergidmusd Raum 3u {dhaffen. Quther dagegen hat allein
pon ®ott und einem Wort her geurteilt und mit dem Monergismus fompromig-
08 Grnjt gemadht. Damit Hingt feine Heilggemwifheit gang eng und unmittelbar
sujammen. Sie ift {ofort aufgehoben, wenn fie von einem menfhlidhen Tun ab=
bingig wird. ,Dad wei i) gewif, dap i) nidhts Menjdlicdhes vate, jondern Gott-
Tiches, inbem ich alle8 Gott juteile, vem Menjhen nidhts.c (W. 40, 1. 1131, St. &
9, 97.) ©pott {dhafit nur aus dem ,MNihts*. ,Ut eius natura, ex nihilo omnia
creare, . . . sic creavit omnia. Sic iustificat peccatores, vivificat mortuos,
salvat damnatos.” (. 40, 3, 154. &t. &, 4, 1873.)¢ (&.208f.) 2. Grfahrungs-
theologie (im mobdernen Sinn) und Heildgewifbheit vertragen fich nidht. ,Nad) dem
Gefagten wird e8 tmmerhin qut fein, von einer Grfahrungdgrundlage ded
Gloubend bet Quibher nidht ju reden. Die Juberficht des Glaubend und die Ge-
wikheit bed SHeiled bleibt aud) oYhne gegentoiivtige Erfabhrung und ift unab:
bhingig vbom gegentvirtigen Fithlen, ot fann da8 Fithlen entjiehen, ohne 3u-
gleid) bie Glaubenszuverfiht su nehmen. . . . Man tird nidht jagen diirfen, daf
Quiher Crfahrungsdtheolog fei. Er darf weder bon einer Theologie in
Anfprud) genommen werden, die gegen alle Erfahrung fireitet, nodh von einer
Theologie, bdie ihren Glaubendgrunbd in ber Grfahrung befitt.” (. 233 ff.)
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~Audy den anbern Febler hat Luiher vermiedben, daf er nidht dad religids er=
lebende Jdh sur veligidfen Wutoritdt madyte und die Crfahrung verfelbftinbigte.”
(&. 244.) — Bei alledem madyt Kury felber der Criahrungsdtheologie einige Kon=
seffionen. Gt fagt 3 B.: ,Wire Luther ein Sonberfall, tvie diirfte man dann
eine Rirde auf feiner Lehre und {einem Crleben (von und unterftricden)
sthauen? (&, 256.) ©Obder: ,Beides muf jujommenfommen: dad Wort unbd
bag Ungefprodenfein durd) Gott; bdie Grfahrung unbd ihre Konformitdt mit ber
Sdrift. BWo das erledbt wird, da ift Heiliger Geift, ba ift Offenbarung, da ift He=
wigheit.” (S.244.) Damit joll natiirlih mehr gejagt jein als bies, bak, um ein
Cyrift su fein, man ein Ghrift geworden fein muf, dafy, um dbie Kraft der Hei-
tigen ©dyrift ju erfabren, man fie erfahren mup. 2Was gemeint ift, ift, dak sum
Wort Gottes nod) etiwad hingufommen mup, damit e8 feine Kraft eriveife. Wuf
eben diefer Seite lefen wir: ,Gott mug Gott bletben, und 3wer fowohl bem er:
lebenben oder {pefulierenben Jdy ald audh) der Sdrift gegeniiber, bie nidht ein
Lehrbudy itber Gottes Wefen und Willen ift, fondern erft durd) den Heiligen Geiit
berlebendigt tverben mup.” Jn dhnlider Weife wird &. 222 ein falider Gegenfay
gebildet: ,Judem die S rift thm [Quiher] diefe Sidherheit bot, hatte fie doch
foldge Madht nidht al8 tote utoritét bes gefdhriebenen Budjtabens, fondern ald
febendiged Beugnis bded Heiligen Geiftes” — bas allerdings , im LWort und bet
pem Wort iftv. Wber warum denn Hierbei vbon einer toten Yutoritdt veden? Und
&. 223 Beit e8 gar, in gefperrtem Drud: ,Der geiftgemwivite Glaube
muf immer erft Dag Wort febendbig und gu einem wirks
Tidgen und peridnliden Gotte8mwort maden, um Hetlsd:
gewifheit 3u wedens Nod einige andeve Site mitffen beanftandet wer:
ben. Das ift {dhade, da der Verfaffer jumeift Quther vedht verfteht. — Dag Bud
ift aud) in {ehr verftindlider Sprade gefdricben. Wud) daviitber freut fih ber
Qefer. ThHh Gugelder.

The Original Jesus. (Der Goldgrund des Lebensbildes Jesu.} By Otto
Borchert, D.D., Author of Der Tod Jesu im Lichte seiner eigenen
Worte und Taten. Translated by L. M. Stelker. The Macmillan
Company, New York. 1933. 480 pages, 5% X9. Price, $3.50.

This is a valuable book, offering a fresh, original treatment of great
questions having to do with the Life of lives. We are told in the editor’s
preface that the German original, which was published after the war, “has
had a remarkable history. It had to wait for sixteen years before it found
a publisher, having been offered and rejected no less than ten times” (p.9).
The editor’s explanation is that the book was “ahead of its time.” This
seems plausible. 1t constitutes a defense of the Biblical Jesus, and such
productions before the war were regarded as worthless anachronisms, which
should not be permitted to cumber the ground of this highly intellectual,
sophisticated, and almost omniscient age. “With the disillusionment
brought about by the great war and the subsequent peace, it found its
public, and its message went home. Many editions in the original German
have been exhausted; it has been translated into Dutch, Danigh, Swedish”
(ibid.).

It is not easy to give an adequate description of this remarkable hook
in a few words. To begin with, we may emphasize that it is not a life of
Christ as that term is commonly understood — an orderly, comprehensive
account of what the gospels report of the earthly life of our Savior. The



Book Review. — Qiteratur. 647

events are not studied in their sequence; questions of chronology are not
discussed; material of this nature is seldom referred to. What the author
endeavors to do is to place before us facts and incidents from the life of
Christ which will justify our acceptance of Thomas’s confession: “My Lord
and my God.” The purpose of the work, then, is apologetic. It is designed
to make credible Christ’s “portrait in the form in which it is offered to us
by the gospels” (p.13). This is accomplished by demonstrating that the
gospel story cannot be an invention. If it were a fictitions account, it
would vead altogether differently, the author shows. “We perceive in
different races and in different centuries ideal figures, the creation of many
heads and busy hands, often a tissue woven by many generations, the at-
tempt having been made to glorify one man above his fellows; but it has
not been successful in a single instance. In every case the deficiencies can
eagily be perceived, and the blots on the picture are very clearly visible
to every one who is not wilfully short-sighted” (p.14). Now think of
Christ. “Like the dying Lavater we are aware of a breath from heaven
playing around us when we come into Christ’s presence; we feel that this
Jesus is not of the earth and that the likeness is not made by human
hands” (p.16). But is it not likely or at least conceivable that the
disciples of Jesus, loving and adoring their Master, kept out of the picture
they drew of Him a number of blemishes and imperfections to produce a
figure of perfect loveliness? Our author says he is aware that skeptics
call the gospel picture of Jesus a creation of the disciples; but he holds it
can be demonstrated that such a view is falge, and the proof in his opinion
lies in the many things in the life of Jesus which are “inglorious, strange,
yes, even offensive” (p.17). He continues: “One after another all have
been offended in Him —the Baptist [?], the disciples, the people, the
Chrigtian community of the second century, the rising Catholic Church, the
expositors of the Bible, our own hearts. It can be proved, and for the
defense the proof is important, that as soon as men withdrew [“withdrew”
must be a mistranslation; one would expect: “gave rein to” — W. A.]
their opposition to the picture given in the gospels and followed their own
imagination, they never painted the likeness with the colors used by the
evangelists; for the figure that looks at us from the gospel story is not
one which is always exalted and glorified, rather does it bear on its fore-
head, even to-day, the sign of much that is an offense. It has features that
will never appeal as great to the natural man, features to which we have
gradually to accustom ourselves and which are now an example to us only
because, gazing at Jesus, we have become convinced of their worth. And
these characteristics of which we speak are not only to be found here and
there in the picture, so that one might think the evangelists had merely
forgotten to erase them when they idealized the main traits — no, they are
the basic features of the portrait of Jesus. But if this is so, then this
portrait can be understood only as a product of the most scrupulous his-
torical accuracy. The members of that early community did not find in
themselves the solid foundations and the divine features of the Savior of
the world; they gave them to us as they received them, even when they
thereby outraged their own feelings” (4bid.). The issue of his study, the
author says, will be, “that Jesus has not been transfigured by the hand of
man, but that the community of the first century stood awestruck before
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the story of His life, even when it was displeasing to them. We see Him
as He was” (p.20). The work is divided into two books, Book One treating
of “the foolishness in the picture of Jesus; its value in the scientific defense
of Christianity,” Book Two of “the beauty of the picture: the beauty of
Jesus exhibited anew to scorners and admirers.” The book often reaches
wonderful heights, for instance, in chapter 4 of Part Two, where the thesis
is brought forward: “Jesus is still to-day at variance with the thought
of all mankind; because the natural man, in so far [?] as he is stained
by sin, sees in Him an enemy” {(p.73). Frederick the Great, Goethe,
Nietzsche, Ibsen, Hauptmann, and others are quoted to show the deep chasm
fixed between Christ and what the human mind, when left to its own
resources, considers great and divine; the difference between the principles
which Jesus taught His followers and those exalted and cheered by the
intellectual leaders of to-day is emphasized. This powerfully confirms the
above statement that we are here not dealing with an invention of the
disciples. The chapter on “The Miracles of Christ” (pp.401—427) like-
wise struck us as particularly admirable. The presentation is always
simple and often gripping. A wealth of quotations is incorporated, showing
the author’s wide acquaintance with what is considered highest in the
various Iiteratures of the world. The translation, generally speaking, as
far as we can judge without having the original before us, has been well
done. In conclusion we must not fail to remark that the author’s view of
the inspiration of the Seriptures is the liberal one, which does not shrink
from assuming errors in the sacred writings. May we not hope that, since
he is looking upon Jesus as the true Son of God, a renewed careful con-
sideration of the question whether the Bible is throughout inspired will
result in his following our Lord, who ackmnowledged the Scriptures as
divine and infallibly correct? W. ARNDT.

Whipping-Post Theology; or: Did Jesus Atone for Disease? By
Dr. W. B. Biederwolf. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand
Rapids, Mich. 305 pages, 51, X8.

The somewhat queer title of this book, Whipping-post Theology, be-
comes intelligible to the reader when he considers the words of faith-healer
Aimee Semple McPherson: “At the whipping-post He purchased your
healing,” or those of faith-healer Dr.MecCrossan: “Much of His precious
blood was doubtless shed while receiving those awful stripes for our physical
healing; but the rest of His precious blood was reserved to be shed on the
cross for our sins.” Modern faith-healers thus apply Is. 53,5 (“With His
stripes we are healed”) to bodily healing, claiming that the atonement was
not only for sin, but also for disease and that accordingly it is the duty of
the Christian evangelist to heal not only the soul, but also the body. It is
«chiefly this error with which Dr. Biederwolf, a noted evangelist himself and
author of many other books on religion, takes issue. With keen analysis
he examines the claim of modern divire healers in the light of Scripture
:and reaches the conclusion that it is “without warrant in the Word of God.”
His book ig divided into three parts. In the first he compares the activ-
ities of modern divine healers with the healing of Christ during His sojourn
on earth and shows by clear logic and excellent exposition that modern
faith-healing is altogether unscriptural and in most cases fraudulent. As
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a matter of fact, faith-healers usually do not heal, but leave those who
appeal to them unhealed and unhelped. In the second part the author
discusses the problem of divine healing from a practical point of view,
showing that Jas. 5,14.15 cannot be used to support divine healing and
that cases of sickness in the New Testament (Paul’s thorn in the flesh;
‘the sickness of his helpers on various occasions) argue against it. An im-
portant chapter in the third part of the book is that on the “History of
Healing,” in which he describes the movement from Montanus (A.D. 150)
down to Pastor Rein in Germany (1875) and discusses Shakerism, Khlysty-
ism, Mormonism, Spiritualism, Christian Secience, Simpsonism (the four-
fold Gospel), New Thought, Unity, the Holy Ghost and Us Society, Em-
manuelism, Dowieism, Yogaism, Pentecostalism, ete. We recommend also
the chapter on “An Examination of the So-called Proof-texts for Divine
Healing,” in which he proves that there is no shred of evidence in Seripture
to support the divine healing of modern fanatics. We do not, however,
agree with every statement or argument of the writer. Luther, for instance,
should not be grouped among those who favored faith-healing; his prayer
for the restoration of Melanchthon does not make him a divine healer.
Sometimes, too, the writer speaks as if disease were not the consequence
of sin; by calling it an “imposed penalty,” he admits that sickness, just
like the briers, the pains of travail, death, etc., was caused by sin. In some
cases his exegetical remarks go beyond the scope of the passages which he
expounds. But despite such faults his work is a good refutation of the
error of modern divine healing. We recommend especially the moderation
and fair-mindedness with which the author treats the subject. He admits
that “God does heal the afflicted in answer to the prayers of His believing
children,” but then continues: “But it is the gross perversion, the glaring
distortion, the inexcusably unscriptural statement of the matter that is
doing the hurt.” The book is an exhaustive, thorough discussion of the
perversion of modern divine healing. J. T. MUELLER.

Cultural Anthropology. By Albert Munisch, S.J. 421 pages, 5%, X8%,.
Bruce Publishing Co., Milwaukee. Price, $3.75.

A market flooded with books on ethnological subjects can ill afford to
miss this contribution of Professor Muntsch, who teaches anthropology in
St. Louis University. For two reasons —the book is a compend such as
we have needed covering practically everything of consequence pertaining
to the customs, cultures, and beliefs of the uncivilized races; and we have
stood in need of a hook that presents the facts of anthropology in a manner
free from the misconceptions arising from the atheistie, evolutionary,
approach. The average text represents the so-called primitives as typical
of a very early stage in the history of human society, out of which our
race by slow evolution developed its culture and customs, its morals and
its religion. The author of this work develops the thesis that there is no
vestige of truth of such an evolution of human society. This twofold
purpose runs through the entire book —to provide an answer to evolu-
tionistic ethnology and to supply a text-book for classes and individuals
that are making a study of primitive organization, ethics, art, and religion.

Throughout, Rev. Muntsch takes pains to show the premises of Sir
J. G. Frazer, E. B. Tylor, and Emile Durkheim to be at variance with the
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facts. The theory of primitive universal rule by women, or matriarchy,
one of the cormer-stones of the evolutionistic structure, is shown to be
“utterly worthless”; “the great mass of evidence stands solidly against it.”
The theory that human beings at first lived in sexual promiscuity and that
the rule of one wife for each husband arose much later has gone by the
board since the facts were more carefully investigated (pp.9.189). Indeed,
as in the study of biology, so also in anthropology the evolutionary view
has suffered one crushing defeat after another, the facts refusing to accom-
modate themselves to the theory of development out of brute beginnings.
The author does not try to account for the differences in cultural levels.
“Whence the initiative of some pecple comes is as much a mystery as is
the ultimate source of the high endowments of certain individuals” (p.30).
Concerning some tribes it is evident that a degeneration from higher culture
has set in, and “the idea of universal, steady, continual upward cultural
progress must be given up, once and for all, as contrary to patent facts”
(p-42).

The reader of this work will receive an altogether new impression of
the mentality of the primitive if his earlier reading has been limited to
evolutionistic texts, texts whose authors are accustomed to seek out the
most degrading aspects of primitive society and to fix upon them as the
first stage of human progress. But this method is outmoded, says Pro-
fessor Muntsch. “It cannot be shown that man was brutelike in mind,

habits, and behavior. . . . We realize that early man was like man of
to-day. Human nature is the same to-day as it was when man first ap-
peared on the horizon. . . . Primitive men reason as other men: their

sentiments are the same; their moral sense and effort are the same as
those of civilized man” (pp.45.46). From the beginning, man has had
the gift of reason. There is no “prelogical stage.” The mental processes
of the savage do not differ from our own. Oft-quoted examples of mental
backwardness — such as the alleged ignorance of certain tribes as to the
bearing of sexual intercourse on conception-— are relegated to the land of
fancy. There is much proof that the savages of our day have sunk from
relatively high stages of culture.

Especially the chapters dealing with mythology and religion are re-
freshing with their unprejudiced approach. The author finds no proof
that the higher religions have developed out of totemism and other forms
of idolatry (p.128). “Primitive man knows the essentials of the Moral
Law. . .. The great boast of evolutionary theorists is that they hold to
facts and that their opponents are being led astray by preconceived ideas
of what ought to be. Neither of these two contentions is true to fact. . ..
All the data point only in one direction — the existence of well-defined
ethical notions among people to whom many writers have denied concepts
of moral right and wrong” (pp.182—186). Monkeys can never develop
a language, while on the other hand vocabularies of savage tribes “are rich
and their grammatical structure is systematic and intricate” (p.229).
Many examples are given also from the author’s own research during his
sojourn with American Indian tribes. Most certainly “the languages of
primitive peoples do not indicate a low mentality” (p.241). As for re-
ligion, some form of religious belief is found among all peoples (p.273);
a belief in a Supreme Being — Creator, Ruler, Lawgiver —is in varying
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degrees found among three-fourths or perhaps more of the non-civilized
tribes of the world (p.268). Not everywhere is proof available to show
that present religious beliefs are a degeneration from higher levels. How-
ever, in all the vast field covering the five continents there “has not been
produced any fact that militates against belief in primitive revelation”
(p. 288).

The darker sides of heathen life are presented, — not so much in the
chapters on family, womanhood, and childhood (where the reviewer was
somewhat disappointed by the rather engaging and to that extent untrue
picture there presented of life among the savages) as in the sections dealing
with secret societies and with tabus, witch-doctors, cannibalism. It is to
be regretted that the heartlessness and cruelty which is characteristic of
most of the pagan tribes untouched by our civilization is mot properly
emphasized, though we owe a debt of gratitude to the writer for modifying
his detail in the sections treating mnature-worship, sections which, in the
average anthropological text, reek with ohscenity.

THEODORE GRAEBNER.

Teaching Religion To-Day. By George Herbert Betts. The Abingdon
Press. New York, Cincinnati, Chicago. 268 pages, 514,X8. Price,
$1.25.

If any one of our readers is looking for a survey of modern methods
in teaching religion, he may find this a usable book. The modernistic trend
of the book is illustrated by the following quotations: “Let us acquaint
the children with such facts as these concerning the Bible. Let us tell them
when they arrive at the age when they question how the Bible grew and
how the wisdom, mistakes, beliefs, hopes, and experiences of many people
went into it. Let us treat its traditions, its legends, its myths, its alle-
gories, and its poetry openly for what they are. Let us tell the beautiful
Genesis story, but tell it as the way an ancient people who believed in God
accounted for His creation of the earth.” (P.184.) In the chapter entitled
“God in Our Teaching” we read: “We can wonder and worship where we
cannot grasp or understand. We can reach out with loyalty and devotion
to a Greatness which we cannot comprehend, let alone reduce to speech and
explanation. Yet, wholly in accord with this attitude and point of view
are certain prineciples which seem sound: 1. What we believe and teach
about God should be in accord with accepted knowledge. Religion should
keep step with progress in human thought. 2. What we believe and teach
about God should represent the weight of probabilities as represented by
reason.” (P.207.) And in the chapter on “Jesus in Our Teaching”:
“Now, certain theologians argue with great ingenuity and sometimes with
infinite confusion of meaning that Jesus was both human and divine, heing
at the same time ‘very God’ and ‘very man,’ two natures separate and
distinet, yet mysteriously fused. But what the common man wants to
know is this: Wasg Jesus completely human in the sense that He met the
same problems and tests that we have to meet and with no other resources
than those available to every man to the extent he is able to use them?
Or, on the other hand, was Jesus so hedged about by divinity that He had
resources of which we have no knowledge? This is an important question
that matters greatly. For we are taught that Jesus revealed in His life
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what man may become. We are urged to model our lives upon His and
to measure ourselves by His standard. This is challenging and inspiring
if Jesus won His victories with the equipment that every man may have
and if he differed from the rest of us only in degree and not in kind, in
the weapons He used. But if we believe that Jesus, because of a unique
relation to God, was so equipped that He could not fail and that every
battle was won before it was begun, then there seems an element of in-
justice in expecting us with our lesser equipment to approximate the level
He reached. If Jesus was not human in the full sense in which we are
human, or if He was divine in a sense in which we may not be divine,
then He was but playing at being a man, and we should not be measured
by His standard. What we believe and what we teach the young on this
question has a vital bearing on life and character. Is it not probable that
in our teaching we need to emphasize more the human Jesus, who has been
eclipsed in theology by the divine Jesus?” (Pp.231.232.)
THr0. LAETSCH.

Arbeit und Sitte in Paldftina, Von Guftaf Dalman, Band III: Bon
der Grnte um Mehl: Gruten, Drejdhen, Worfeln, Sieben, Ber=
wabhren, Mahlen, (Sdriften bed Deutihen Paldftina-JInftituts, heraus:
gegeben von ©. Dalman. 6. Band.) Mit 71 Abbildbungen. €. BVertels-
mann in Giitersloh. 379 und XI Seiten 6% X9% in Leintvand mit
Jitden= und Dedeltitel gebunden. Preis: M. 20.50.

Band [ und IT diefes Werfes haben wir in ,Lehre und Wehre befprodhen
(74, 181; 75, 182). Wir fiunen nur unfere dortige Empfehlung wiederholen.
8 ift ein fehr wertvolles, intevejffantes Werf, von bem berfafst, der als bie erfte
heutige Wutoritdt auf dem Eebiet der Paldftinatunde gilt, der nidht nur bdiele
Sabre in Paliftina jugebradht hat, jondern aud) jeyt der Reiter des Paldftina=
Jnftituts an der Univerfitdt Greifsivald ift. Der JInbalt des vorliegenden
Banded ift durd) den Untertitel geniigend bejeidhnet. Er begleitet dad Gefreibe
‘von der Grnte 18 jum Mahlen und jur Vermwahrung bed Miehls8. Der ndchite
Band wird fid) mit dem Brot, jugleidh aber aud) mit dem O, dem Wein und dem
Frudtbau bejdhdftigen und dbamit dle MNeibe beendigen. Der Verfaffer geht tmmer
aug vbon ben Juftdnben und Verhdltniffen Paldftinas, wie fie im Wlten und Neuen
Feftament gefchilbert ober angebeutet iwerden, und befdhreidt diefe Juftdnde unbd
Lerhdliniffe in der Gegenvart, gibt darum aud) immer die betreffenden Hebri-
Hiden, aramdijhen und avabifthen Whrter an. So fommt e8, daf beftdindig in
dem Budpe fich fachliche Crildrungen sur Heiligen Sdrift finden, wie darum aud
bag Werseidhnis der ertvdbhnten und bejprochenen Bibelftellen dreieinbald eng ge=
brudte Seiten fitllt. Wir geben ein paar Weifpiele. Dad dhrenlefen, wie ed im
Bude Ruth gefdhilbert wird, wird genau erflirt und gejeigt, wie nod) jelst diefelbe
Weife befolgt toird (&. 60—62). Cbenfo wird dasd in der Bibel erivihnte Drejden
mit dem fogenannten Drefditvagen ober ={dhlitten {ehr genau und anjdaulid) be-
Jehrieben (&. 89). Dasdfelbe gilt bon dem Ubjdhneiden ded Getreides mit der Sidyel
(8.411.). Gz ift wirtlid) fein Ab{dhnitt tm ganzen Budye, der nidht intereflanten
und belehrenden WAufihlup iiber dag gefamie derbauleben im alten und jetigen
Paldftina gibe. Wber gang befonders milffen aud) die fechBunbdfechzig Wbbilbungen,
bie auf photographifdhen Vufnahmen ruben, beadhtet tverden. Wir leben eben
et im Beitalter ded Bildes, und geradbe diefe BWilber, die der Berfaffer bes Werfes
entiveder Jelbjt aufgenommen Hat ober andern Wufnehmern verdantt, maden bdie
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Sadje vedht verftindlidy. So MNr. 49 das ausdgeseidinete Gavafteriftije Bild einer
Hanbmithle, von 3wel Frauen bei Nazareth gemabhlen. Dag ift ein Bild 3u
Qut. 17, 85: ,3wo iverden wmabhlen miteinander; cine wird angenommen, bdie
anbere wird verfaffen twerben.” Gbenfo Nr. 15, ein drejdended Rind mit Holsring
und Maulford, eine Uufnahme der American Colony in Jerufalem, die fofort an
bag Wort erinnert: ,Du follft dem Odyjen, der da drifdhet, nidht dad Maul ver:
binden*, 5 Mof. 25, 4; 1Zim. 5, 18. Gbhenfo bie Bilber bon dem Drefdidlitten,
von der LWorfihaufel ober Wurfgabel und anbere mehr. Das Bud) ift mit etnem
vierfadhen Regifter verfehen: 1. Verzeidhnis Dder hebrdijden und aramdifden
Wirter; 2. BVerzeidhnid bder jest gebraudhten arabifGen Wirter; 3. dag Sad-
perjeidmis, das neun Seiten fitllt, und {djliehlid) bad obenerivdhnte Verjetdinisd
der Dehandelten Sdriftftellen. Die twirflich ausgezeidneten Bilder find alle auf
Glanzpapier gedbrudt, und vas ganse Wert ift ein {oldhes, an dem man feine Freude
haben fann. QL Firbringer.

Confirmation Sermons. By Harold L. Yochum. The Lutheran Book Con-
cern, Columbus, O. 143 pages, 514, X8. Price, $1.00.

These sermons, fourteen in number, coming from the pen of a pastor
of the American Lutheran Church, are in the main good, helpful discourses,
which can aid pastors in preparing addresses intended for young people.
In view of the controversy on election which American Lutheranism passed
through we were much interested in the author’s treatment of Eph. 1, 3—86,
one of the sedes of this doctrine. What we read on page 117 was quite
reassuring: “The mystery of the salvation of some and the rejection and
damnation of others lies not in God’s will, but in man’s will. ‘God will
have all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”” But
some simply will not be saved and will not come to the knowledge of the
truth. And though we may be charged with inconsistency, we hold to what
the Scripture tells us: If any are saved, it is alone by God’s grace; if any
are lost, it is alone by their own fault.” To be sure, to say that the mys-
tery here involved lies in man’s will might be understood to mean that
it is man himself whose decision determines his fate, either his salvation
or his eternal ruin. But the context seems to show that such a view is
not in the mind of the author. He could and should have avoided the
difficulty by simply acknowledging the mystery, without any attempt at
making the two parallel truths converge in one focal point (i.e., man’s
will). But what shall we say of these sentences in the same sermon (p.118) :
“There is a genuine feeling of blessedness in knowing that God has known
from all eternity that we would believe and continue in our faith and de-
votion to the end of our lives. Knowing this, He has chosen us for His
own.” This is simply the old intuitu-fide: teaching, which, after the clari-
fying intersynodical discussions, we had hoped, was quite effectually buried.
Certainly God knew from eternity that we should believe; but that was.
not the reason why He chose us. It is unfortunate that the preacher did
not adhere to his text; for there two factors only are mentioned which
had a determining influence on God’s election; the good pleasure of His
will (“His grace”) and Christ (“He hath chosen us in Him”). Man’s
faith does not figure among the causes of our predestination. We hope
that in a second edition the erroneous or misleading statements will be
corrected. W. ArNDT.
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Women of the 0ld Testament. By Abraham Kuyper, LL. D., D. D.
Translated by Prof. Henry Zylstra. 120 pages, 514X 73. Zonder-
van Publishing House. Price: Paper, 60 cts.; cloth, $1.00.

“‘Women of the New Testament. By Abraham Kuyper, LL. D., D. D.
Translated by Prof. Henry Zylstra. 73 pages, 5% X73%. Zonder-
van Publishing House. Price: Paper, 60 cts.; cloth, $1.00.

The author offers fifty character sketches of women of the Old Testa-
ment and thirty of women of the New Testament. Naturally, each sketch
is very brief. While the volumes contain striking thoughts and practical
applications, yet one time and again gains the impression as if there were
too little objective expounding of Scripture and too much subjective reading
into the text of one’s own thoughts. T. LAETSCH.

The Best-Loved Religious Poems. A collection by Jemes Gilohrist
Lawson. F.H.Revell Co. 265 pages, 5% X8. Price, $1.75.

A better collection than the average. The selections are grouped under
such heads as Atonement, Missions, Giving, Heaven, Forgiveness, etc.
If used with discernment, it may be very helpful in offering material for
sermons, addresses, school and Sunday-school programs, ete. The price
is somewhat high. W. G. PoLACK.

Philtpper 2, Der marvcionitifde Uefprung bed Mythosjases PHil. 2, 6. 7. Bon
D. Dr. Geuft Barnifol 1932, Walter-G. Miihlau=BVetlag, Kiel,
134 Seiten 7% X93;. Preid: RM 4.00.

Buritd zum alten Glauben: JICEfus der Chriftud. Cin evangelifder Nuf an
beutiche Theologen und Laten. Von Erenft Barnifol 1933, Alabes
mifdher Berlag, Halle, 68 Seiten 634 X9%. Preis: RM 2.00.

Wir nennen diefe beiden Bitdher sujammen; denn fie gehiren nadh Sinn unbd
Geift sufammen, Allerdingd flirben wir unter andern Umiftdnben diefen beiben
Bitdpern faum die Ehre antun, fe an diefer Stelle aud) nur ju eriwdbhnen. Uber
wir fithlen und gedrungen, fie al8 abidhredende Beifpiele Hinzuftellen. WS ein
{oldges bejeichmet fich eigentlich dag erfte Buch {hon dureh feinen Titel. E8 ift eine
Abhandlung, die der gangen Teptfritif und ber gejamten Heiligen Sdhrift zum
SHobhne die Gruichbrigung des eivigen Gottes{ohned leugnet, und dad mit dem
frommen Borgeben, dburd) Befeitigung bder Philipperjtelle einer marcionitijden
Entitellung su begegnen. Nod) {dhlimmer fteht e8 aber mit der ziveiten Wbhanb-
lung, bie einen {o frommen und anfpredenden Titel trdgt. Diefer Titel ift mit
Hinfidt auf den tatfddlidhen JInbalt bed BVudhes gerabesu eine Blagphemie 3u
nennen. Denn der BVerfaffer leugnet die Wuthentie ber Pajtovalbriefe und nennt
bie Briefe an die Ephefer und an bie Koloffer deuteropaulinifh; er leugnet die
Priegifteny, die Cloigleit, JEfu Chrijti, des Heilandes; er hat feine WUhnung von
per Sdyriftlehre von ber beiligen Dreieinigleit, von bder communio naturarum
und der communicatio idiomatum. Er zeigt an pielen Stellen eine frafje Un-
wiffendeit betreffs der neueften ardjiologifhen Funde. Kurs, unter dem Sdhein
grofier @elehriamieit verbivgt Barnifol eimen Wnimus gegen ¥flar geoffenbarte
Sdriftivahrheiten, ben felbft bie Naivitdt eined Gleihgefinnten faum veriwinben
fonnte. Wir vaten dem BVerfafler, fih angelegentlich mit dem Grofen und dem
Kleinen Katecdhidmus Quthers 3u befaffen, vor allem aber die Sdrift fo ju lefen,
‘nte fie tatjddlid) porliegt. Mbge thm dann der Heilige Seift die Augen Bffnen,
pafy et jeine grunbitiivzenden Jrrtitmer evfennt und — hofentlich dffentlich —
widerruft! PG Kregmann.
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Why Not Episcopal. By William Dallmann, D.D. Northwestern Pub-
lishing House Print, Milwaukee, Wis. 16 pages, 5X7%. Price,
10 cts. the copy; $3.50 the hundred. Order from Concordia Publish-
ing House, St. Louis, Mo. /

This new tract by Dr. Dallmann, based on authoritative sources, offers
the chief reasons why a Lutheran cannot join the Episcopal Church. The
author gives twenty-one points in support of his thesis, and every point is
presented in a well-balanced and convincing manner. The tract ought to
prove of value, not only in keeping Lutherans from straying into the wrong
fold, but also for the use of young people in topic discussions. It will help
‘to strengthen Lutheran consciousness and give a better conviction of Bible
truths. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Statistical Year-Book of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and
Other States for the Year 1933. Concordia Publishing House,
St. Louis, Mo. 194 pages, 5, X8%,. Price, $1.00.

The appearance of this yearly report is more than a matter of mere
routine; for Pastor E. Hekhardt, the statistician of Synod, has a way of
interpreting the cold figures of his report so as to make them live before
our eyes. We have in this report not only the customary statistical mate-
rial concerning the congregations, but in addition more than 40 pages
telling about the languages used in the services of our Synod, the higher
ingtitutions of learning, the various missions of the Missouri Synod and the
Synodical Conference, Concordia Publishing House, the charitable institu-
tions within the Church, dedications of churches and jubilees of congrega-
tions, the average offering per communicant for budgeted treasuries, and
many other items of interest. If the information here presented were regu-
larly passed on by every pastor to all the communicant members of his
congregation, we should certainly have well-informed church-members and
most likely also willing workers in the Lord’s kingdom.

P. E. KRETZMANN.

Synodalbericht ded Brafilianifden Diftrifts der Ev.-Quth. Synobe bon Mif=
fouri, Obio u. a. &t. 1934. Casa Publicadora Concordia, Porto Wlegre.
69 Seiten 6X9.

Diefer Beridht bringt aufer den iiblicdhen Gejehiftsverhandlungen, die jhon an
fich fehr intereflant finb, ein iiberaus ivichtiged und jzeitgemifed Meferat iiber
JUnionidmusde; P. R, F. Giiths, Referent. In drei flaven Thefen twird hier die
Stellung des Wortes Gotted jum Uusdrud gebracht, und jivar in einer fehr
ent{diedenen LWeife, ohue aber in irgendeiner LWeife durd) Nominalelendyus Heraus=:
sufordern. Wir freuen und von Herzen {iber diefed Jeugnis unferer Britber in
Brafilien und michten dag Studium bdiefes8 Beridhitd allen Briidern auf bag an-
gelegentlidhfte empfehlen. Jugleidh tweifen toir audh hin auf die Shnodal-Doppel-
nummetr ded ,Ep.-Quth. Kivdenboten von Yrgentinien”, der cinen ausfithrliden
Bevicht iiber bie dieSidhrige Synodalfitung ju Ucrdbinarvain bringt. Gremplare
find 3u 10 Gents pas Stiid portofrei erhdltlih von Rev. Carl H. Wolf, 353
Chapin St., Chadron, Nebr. PB.C Kregmann,
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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Concordia, Mo. A Brief History and a
Souvenir. Prepared for the ninetieth anniversary of the dedication
of its first church-building in 1844. 35 pages, 6X9. Price, 35 cts.
Order from Rev. Oscar Heilman, Concordia, Mo.

This is a well-written and beautifully illustrated booklet relating the
history of one of our old and important congregations, especially dear to
many pastors as the organization which founded their alma mater, St. Paul’s
College. It would be difficult to overestimate the influence of this congre-
gation on the development of Lutheranism in the western part of the State
of Missouri. In Pastors Biltz and Brust, the latter now the assistant
pastor, it has had ministers who stood in the very front ranks of our clergy.

W. ARNDT.
BOOKS RECEIVED.

From Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.: —

Concordia Collection of Sacred Choruses and Anthems for More
Ambitious Choral Organizations. No.40: Awake, My Soul, in Joyful
Lays. Mixed chorus. By Ros Vors. T pages, 7X10. Price, 25 cts.
No.41: The Lord’s Day. Mixed chorus. By Matthew N. Lundquist.
7 pages. Price, 25 cts.

The Trebalto Collection. Two-part and Three-part Choir Numbers,
Mostly for Use in Church Service. No.107: Therefore My Heart Is Glad.
Two- and three-part. By Martin H. Schumacher. 5 pages, 7X10. Price,
15 cts.

The Seminary Edition of Choruses and Quartets Classical and
Modern for Male Voices. Edited by Walter Wismar. No.15: O Lamb
of God. By Matthew N. Lundquist. 2 pages. Price, 10 cts. No. 16: Can-
tate Domino. By Matthew N. Lundquist. 3 pages. Price, 10 cts.

From Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich.: —

Deep Snow. An Indian story. 152 pages, 5X7%. Price: Paper,
60 cts.; cloth, $1.00.
From Harper & Brothers, New York and London:@—

Life’s Beginnings. Wisdom and Counsel for Daily Guidance. Com-
piled by F.J. N. and O.D. M. 376 pages, 414 X5V},
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