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Book Review. — iteratnr,

Arbeit und Sitte in Palijting, BVon Suftay Dalman, Band IV: Brot,
HTund Wein Mit 115 Abbilbungen. Drud und BVerlag von €. Ber:
teldmann in @iitersloh. 1935, XIV unbd 452 Seiten 7X9%, in Qein:
wand mit Ritden- und Deceltite] gebunden. Preid: RM. 27.

Died ift nun der vierte Band ded umfaffenden LWerfes, deffen frithere Binbe
wit alle in diefer Beitjdrift und threr Vorgdngerin angeseigt haben. (BVgl. Lehre
und Wehre 74, 181; 75, 182; Concorpra TmeoLogicslL MoNTHLY, 4, 391.)
Der erfte Vand behanbelte in zvel Hdlften ben ,Johreslauf und Tageslaufs,
erft »erbjt und Winter” und dann ,Frithling und Sommers. Der zweite Band
Banbelte von dem ,Aderbau”, ber dritte ,Von Dder Grute zum Mehl* und ber
borfiegende Band nun von ,Brot, O und Wein’. JFmmer twird dabel darvauf
eingegangen, wad in der Bibel dariiber gefagt wird und was nod) jest in Pald:
ftina in bejug auf diefe Punfte Sitte und Getwohnbeit iff: in besug auf bas
Baden des Broted in feinen mannigfaden BVerridtungen, den Olbaum und dasd
OF, beute und im Altertum, und endlid) den Weinjtod, den Traubenjaft unbd
jeine LVerendung, die Herjtellung von Moft, Wein und Effig, Trauben und
Wein in Wirtjdhaft und Hanbel, Wir Innen am beften eine BVorftellung von
pem Diblijdh=archiologifdhen Jnbhalt bes IBerfed geben durd) ein paar Hitate.
Bom Paflahlamm heiht e8 &, 111: ,Dad fitr bie Paffahlimmer 2 Moj. 12, 8. 9
porgejdriebene €ffen alg ,Feuerbraten’, dad nad) 2 Chron. 35, 13 ein Koden am
Feuer und nidht ein Koden in irgendiwelden Geviten vorausfest, ift ficher bad
nach Jef. 44, 16. 19 audy jonjt im Privatleben vorfommende Cffen von Fleifd),
bas man auf Holzfeuer gebraten hat. Man mup alfo dad Fleifdh irgendivie
dem Feuer unmittelbar ausgefest haben, anders als 2 Malf. 7, 5, wo sur Marter
Menjdent in der Pfanne gebraten werben. Daf gebratenesd Fleifdh beffer {hmedt
al8 gefodytes, wufpten die Priefterfnaben bon &Silo, wenn fie von den Opfergaben
fidh rohe Fleifhftiicte aneigneten, um fie 3u braten, 1 Sam. 2, 15. Das fhnnte in
ber Pfanne gejdehen jein. Wber dad unmittelbare Braten in der Lohlenglut waz
gelvip dad Urfpriinglidhe und hdtte audy der Paffahvoridrift entfproden.” 1iber
bent Gebraud bed £HI8 heipt €8 &, 269: ,Nuffallenbderiveife wird die Bedbeutung des
H18 fiir die Beleudtung ded Houfes im Wlten Teftament nur fiir den Qeudhter der
Stiftshiitte ertndhnt, 2 Mof. 25, 6; 27, 20; 35, 8. 14. 28; 3 MVof. 24, 2. Uber
pag sum Leben einer Stabt ebenjo wie dbad Gerdufdy der TMithle gehbrende Lam=
penlidyt, Jer. 25, 10; vgl. Offend. 18, 23, twobei baran ju denfen ift, dbak bie Haus:
frau baufig nahtd mahlt, Hat dag Olivendl zur felbftverjtindliden BVorausdfefung.
Wenn die Qampe bei der fleiBigen Hausdfrau nachts nidht verldidt, Spr. 31,18,
muf fie O sur beftandigen BVerfiigung Haben, und der bad O {ougende und zum
Brennen bringende flidferne Dodt, Jef. 42, 3; 43, 17; Matth. 12, 20, barf nidt
fehlen, Der die Leranlafjung fein fann, daf man der Geliebten Fladhs und HI
fthenft, $Hof. 2, 8% 1Und in den eindringenden Unterjudungen itber Moft, Raujd-=
trant ufi, lefen wir &.372: ,Man {pridht von neuem LWein und altem Wein
und erivibhnt, dak auf beiden Schoum entftehen fann. Jm Hanbel gilt alter
Wein ald porjihrig, gealterter ald dreijibhrig; neuer Wein mwire alfo ber bom
laufenden Jahre, Gegeniiber neuem Wein, bden man aud der RKelter trinft, ijt
alter Wein offenbar joldher, der gelagert Hat, der beffeve, wie audh) Luf. 5, 39 ber
alte Wein dem neuem borgesogen ipirb. Ded hingt dbamit jufammen, dbaf erft
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burd) die Gdrung dber Wlfoholgehalt des Mofts fidh entividelt. Wihrend bder
MWein gdrt, wag drei Tage bauert, ift er tritbe; bann erft toird er flar. Jn ber
Garungszeit fann der Wein alte und bdeshald tweniger Haltbare Sliudhe jum
Plagen bringen, wibrend haltbare neue Shliudye die Gdrung ausdhalten, Matth.
9, 17, Mart. 2, 22; Lul. 5, 37 f.# Und iiber dben Gebraudy bes Weing beim
Paflahmahl wirtb &.394 gefagt: ,Der Wein, der beim Paflahmahl getrunien
wurbe, fonnte ju Oftern fein Moft {ein, aud) wenn er von der Traubenlefe des
Tegten Jahres frammte und alfo fein ,alter Wein' war. Der Borfdrift nad
fonnte der Wein jung ober alt, ungemifht oder gemifdht fein; nur durften Ge-
fdymad und Gerud) (oder usjehen) bed Weinsd nid)t fehlen. Selbft Wiirsivein
unbd gefodhter Wein waren geftattet. Roter Wein {dhien twegen Spr. 23, 31 wiin-
jdhensmwert. Jn Wictlidleit war mit Waffer gemifdter Wein beim Paffahmabhl
toie {onft dad Ublide.” o finnten wir Stellen auf Stellen anfithren, bie auf
biblijdhe Stellen Lidht twerfen. Und immer twerben dabei aufer den Sdriftftellen
bie hebrdifden, aramdifden ober jehigen arabifden Bejeidynungen und dic Be-
feg8ftellen au8 dem Talmud angefithrt und zahllofe RJiteraturnadyiveife gegeben.
Durdy ein bierfadeds Regifter wird ber Gebraud) des Budjed gang bedeutend er:
leichtert. Da3 BVerzeichnid der Hebrdijden und arvamdifchen Worter umfafit fieben
Seiten, bag Berzeidinis ber arvabijden Wirter neun Seiten. Dad Sadiregifter
umfaBt elf Seiten, und dad enggedrudie Werjeidhnid ber Bibeljtellen in bier
Solumnen fiillt fieben Seiten. Gang befonders aber miiffen aud) die ausdgeseidh-
neten Bilber hervorgehoben twerden, die der Verfaffer enttveder felbft aufgenoms
uten hat ober andern Gelchrien, namentlid) aud) den ,trefflichen photographijden
Gefdhiften der American Colony in Jerufalems (. VI) perdanit; fo ein Bild
vort dem Baden auf dbem Badbled) (Nr. 10), von einem von Heufdhreden abgefref-
ferten OHlbaum bei Jerufalem im Jahre 1915 (Nr. 89), von Olibenquetfdhen mit
Walze (Nr.47), vom Traubentreten in gemauerter Kufe (Nr. 97). Dad gange,
grofe pierbdnbdige Wert ift in der Tat, wie ber BVerleger mit beredhtigtem Stolze
in einem Profpeftud fagt, .dad groke Stanbardiweri”. Der verbiente Gelehrte
D. Guftaf Dalman, Profeflor fiir alttejtamentlidhe Gregefe an ber Univerfitit
Greifsivald, ber diefe borziigliche Wrbeit geleiftet hat und alg bie erjte Uutoritit dber
Gegenivart in begug auf Paldftina gilt, wo er aud) wiederholt jahrelang fid) auf-
gehalten Bhat, hat am 9. Juni diefes Jabhred jeinen adhtjigiten Geburtstag gefetert.
Spo blidt er auf ein Yanges, verdienftvolles Gelehrienleben juriid, Hat diefen Band
dem theologifdhen Seminar ber Britbergemeinde in Herrnhut getvidbmet ,in dani:
barfter Grinnerung an ben Veginn meiner Studien vor fehsig Jahren” und jeigt
in biefem TWerte nodh unverminberte geiftige Frifde. 2. F.

Interpretation of St. John’s Revelation. By R.C. H. Lenski. Lutheran
Book Concern, Columbus, O. 686 pages, 514,¢X81,. Price, $3.50.
Order from Concordia Publishing House, St.Louis, Mo.

Here for once a good commentary of Revelation can be brought to the
notice of our readers. It takes a good deal of courage to write an ex-
position of this book of the Bible, which one might liken to a rocky island
in mid-ocean, where cautious sailors find a welcome refuge, while rash,
presumptuous navigators merely add to the wreckage piled high on the
coast. While we cannot say that we agree with all the exegetical views
here set forth and that we always share the assurance of the author con-
cerning the correctness of his exegesis even where we approve of his ex-
planation, we are glad to state that we have not found any interpretation
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voiced or sponsored in the book which violates the analogy of ‘faith. Need-
less to say, the author places himgelf squarely on the Scriptures and the
Lutheran Confessions, and the writer of Revelation to him is the Apostle
St. John. The year when the revelation was received Dr. Lenski assumes
to have been 95 A.D. One of the features of the book which we particu-
larly enjoyed is its frequent reliance on other parts of the New Testa-
ment to furnish the key in the interpretation of difficult passages.

In reading copious sections of the commentary, especially where it
deals with highly controversial utterances, we were struck by the saneness
of the author, his refusal to engage in fanciful, far-fetched speculations,
and his firm determination to distinguish between the lesson to be con-
veyed and the apocalyptic imagery of the prophecies. What we have in
mind we can best illustrate by presenting briefly his explanation of the
passage in chapter 11, which speaks of the two witnesses who were killed.
Interpreters have valiantly put forward guesses as to the identity of these
witnesses. Hadorn, for instance, in his commentary, which appeared in
1928, says: “Die zwei Zeugen von Apok. 11, 3 sind daher niemand anders
als Moses und Elias, was durch V.5.6 vollauf bestaetigt wird” (p.121).
The Church Fathers, as other commentators inform us, thonght that Enoch
and Elijah are spoken of. All such conjectures are brushed aside by
Dr. Lenski, who, like some earlier interpreters, holds that the two wit-
nesses signify the true Church in its public ministry, witnessing and
prophesying to the whole obdurate and hostile world (p.336). It must
be apparent at once that this view clings to what is essential in this
prophecy, the rendering of testimony and the enmity encountered as a re-
sult, while it avoids the pitiful floundering in the sea of strange specu-
lation which characterizes much of the interpretation of this book.

Most readers will find a touchstone by which to judge of the accepta-
bility of an exposition of the Apocalypse in the comments of the author
on chapter 20. With eagerness we turned to Dr. Lenski’s treatment of this
famous chapter, and we were not disappointed. How untenable the chil-
jastic dreams are and how little they can justly be based on the ipsissima
verba of St.John is forcefully demonstrated. The thousand years are held
to begin with the birth of Jesus and to denote the New Testament era,
and the first resurrection is explained as signifying the entrance of the
soul of the believer into heaven. The reader will wish to know how
Dr. Lenski interprets the two beasts of chapter 13. In the first he finds the
whole antichristian power in the world, in the second the whole antichris-
tian propaganda in the world. The mystical number 666, chap. 13,18, is
held to indicate that the beast seeks to compete with 7, “the number of God,
Christ, grace, and salvation for man”; that it puffs itself up from 6 to 666,
but fails to reach and to obliterate the sacred number. Undeniably this
exegesis cannot be aecused of lacking in boldness. The passage chap.
17, 9 ff., which in its reference to seven kings and ten horns is beset with
great difficulties, is quite readily explained by the author in a symbolical
way; he holds the seven mountain heads are “the high, proud, imposing
thoughts, plans, designs, of the antichristian power; as 7 they are pseudo-
holy, intending, as they tower into the sky, to replace and to usurp the
holy, saving thoughts of God.” The horns he interprets as “powers which
strike to overthrow, ten of them to indicate the whole sum of the beast’s
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powers.” This will give the reader a fairly good insight into the method
of Dr.Lenski. Whatever one’s view may be on the question, whether this
procedure does full justice to the contents of the sacred prophecy, it must
be admitted that by means of it the author avoids many of the sorry futil-
ities of those who think they can and must interpret every detail in the
visions of St.John. As in his other commentaries, Dr. Lenski here offers
a translation of his own of the text. In his interpretation no attempt is
made to tell the readers everything he can from the philological and his-
torical point of view; the discussion is confined to what is essential.
Typographically the book is a superb production; the pages with their
large type and with their bold lettering for the translation of the text
are inviting and make a pleasing impression. The book should be grate-
fully received by the Lutheran Church. W. ARNDT.

Lutherd Sozinlethit., Lon Dr. Werner Betde. Verlag bon €. Bertels:
mann, Giitersloh, 1934, 175 Seiten. Preis, fartoniert: RM. 4.

Quiber, ,der lehte Prophet”, hat aud) ber gegenmtvdriigen Gemeration etwad
su fagen, aud) in Saden bder Sozialethif. Die diegbesiiglichen Aniveifungen
Quthers treffen genau bie mobernften Berbhiliniffe; benn fie find aug der Hei-
Tigen ©drift gefhopft, dle fitr alle Jeiten, audh fitv unfere Jeit, gefdhrieben iff.
Mandherlet fosiale, dfonomifche und politijhe Fragen beivegen bie LWelt Heut:
sutage — Quther weif barvauf ju antworten. Er legt vor alflem, vie dad bas
potrliegende Bud) nadyweift, die allgemeinen Grunbdidse dar, auf denen alle Ethif
beruht. ,Der Menfd) ift ein gefelliged Wefen, baff er anbern diene und jie liebe.”
(Weimarer Yugg. XXIV, 2871.) ,Berfludht und berbammt ift alled Qeben, das
ipm felbft zunuf und ugut gelebt und gefudt wird; verfludt alle Werfe, bie
nidht in der Qiebe gehenls (St L Yusdg. X, 407.) ,Nun ift fein griferer Gottesd-
pienjt benn driftlide Liebe, die den Bebiirftigen Hilft und bienet.” (X, 957.)
Und in ben Worten Betded: ,Der WUntriedb filr das fittlihe Handeln liegt bei
Quiher nunmehr hauptiddlidh in dem Gefithl der Dantbarfeit gegen Gott. SLuther
hat Ddiefe religitfen Grundlagen feiner Gthif in der ,Freibeit eines Chriften=
menjden’ jufammengefofst.” (&.65f) Weiter: Quiber hat dem Stand und Be:
ruf feine hohe Wiirbe zuriidgegeben. ,Cin Sduiter, ein Sdhmied, ein Bauer,
ein jeglidher feines Handbwerts Umt und Wert hat, und find dod) alle gleih ge-
weihte Priefter und Bifchfe, und ein jeglicher foll mit jeinem Wmt odber Wert bem
onbern nitli und dienjtlid fein.r (X, 273.) ,Des Fiitfen und bed Kinigs
Stand ift gut und von Gott geordnet, und ein Kuedt ift niedriger ald fie. Wenn
aber De§ Fritrften Umt gejdhieht ohne Liebe, {o fpredhe idh: der Knecht, ber Mift
fahet mit Liebe, iff {o hod) {iber dem Fiirften, der feined Wmted ohne Liebe taltet,
alg ber Himmel iiber der Grde (W. W. XXXIV, 2, 314) SQuther flelit die
Obrigleit, ben Staat, hodh (,Unfer Fiirjt ift unfer BVater, desgleichenn ber BViirger=
meifters; . WA XXV, 1, 70), weift thn aber aud) in {eine Grenzen; er ,befdranit
den Staat auf feine weltlichen Vufgaben” (S. 84). Weiter: ,Daf man nun viel
fehreibt unb fagt, el eine grofe Plage Krieg fei, bas ift alled wahr.y Nidht erft
jeit 1918 hat man angefangen, {o su fdhreiben und ju fagen. Unbd tweldhe Stellung
hat man ba eingunehmen? ,Darvum lofht eudh fagen, ihr Vieben Herrven: Hiitet
eud) por dem Kriegl” Wber: ,e8 fet denn, daf ihr wehren und fdhiigen miiht und
euer aufgelegted Umt eud) swingt ju friegen. WlBbann o Yaft’s gehen und hauet
brein; feid bann Minner und betveift euven Harnifdh.r (St. 8. X, 493. 516.)
€8 Iohnt fi fiivivahr, nodzuftudieren, was Betde itber Quibhers Cihif betreffend
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Rirde und Gemeinde, Staat, Redht, BVeruf, Liebestdtigleit, Ehe und Wirt{chaft
barbietet. ,3mwar hat Suther fein Deftimmtes fozialpolitijthed Programm fiir bas
praftifhe Handeln aufgeftelit; ,woir miiffen hervorheben, baf Quther tm eigent=
lidjen Sinn iveder Theoretifer nod) Praftifer der Staatfunft war und fein
wollte.” (&.70.78.) ,Die andbern Wrtifel . . . befeh!’ idh ben Nedhtsveritinbdigen.
Denn mir, ald einem Ebangeliften, nidht gebithet, hierinnen 3u urteilen und 3u
vidgtens (XVI, 67.) Quther durfte feine Bibel nidit vernachldffigen, um bdie
Staatdwiffenidiaft und Nattonalifonomie ju ftudieren. Wher er Hat den drift=
liden Staat§mdnnern und ben driftlihen Saufleuten und den driftlihen Bauern
gefagt, nad) welden Grundidken fle ihre Wrbeit audzuriditen Haben, und tvenn e§
fih um Sriftliche Grundidse handelt, weldhe biefe find. Quiber legt aber nidht nur
bie allgemeinen Grundidfe dar, fondern befddftigt fidh aud) mit {peziellen Fdllen,
weify diefe in bad Lidht bed Worted Gotted ju ftellen; und wad er da fagt, paht
gerabe aud fiir bie mobdernen Werhiltniffe. Wir Haben trusts und dergleidhen.
RQuther verlangt vom Staat, ,bie BVauern, Biirger, Ubel und fo e8 Haben, 3u
sioingen, Getreide ju verfaufen und nidht ju geftatten, daf fie mutwillig unnitige
Feuerung anrvidtens, (X, 863.) Wupte Quther etwad pon “back-to-the-farm”?
«Biel gbttlicher twdre Wderwert mehren und KLaufmannjdhaft mindbern. . . . €3
it nod) biel Qand, dad nidyt umgetrieben und geehret ijt.” (W, A. VI, 467.)
Betde hat vedht: ,In Wabhrheit Haben Quthers wirtfdhafigethifder (tvie aud) feine
andern fozialethifdhen) ,Ausfithrungen unferer Jeit fehr viel 3u fagen.” (S. 147.)
THh Cngelber.

The Problem of Lutheran Union and Other Essays. By Theodore
Graebner. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 1935.
XTI and 214 pages. Price, $1.25.

In his introduction to this book Dr.J. H. C. Fritz says: “We heartily
agree with the American Lutheran Church, as expressed in its resolution
adopted at Waverly, Towa, October, 1934, that our sincere and earnest
endeavor must be ‘to bring about Lutheran unity on the basis of the Serip-
tures and the Confessions.”” Without any doubt every member of the Sy-
nodical Conference will subscribe to that. We have in the past proved that
these are not mere words on our part, but that we are ready at all times
to back them up with deeds. We are more than ready to do so again. We
realize that “over against the atheism and the materialism, the doctrinal
indifferentism and the Modernism, of our day the Lord has placed an in-
creased responsibility upon the Lutheran Church, which He has so richly
endowéd and blessed, to proclaim the Word of God, especially the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, in all its truth and purity for the salvation of souls to
the glory of God. A united Lutheran Church could better measure up to
this responsibility than the disunited Lutheran Church we have to-day.”
The object underlying the publication of this book is stated by the author
himself: “In the following sections we shall deal with the obstacles to the
consummation of Lutheran understanding, the hurdles which interfere with
eagy progress on the way to the coveted goal — Lutheran union.” This is
the purpose of the first two essays, “The Problem of Lutheran Union” and
“As Others See Us.” (As this is by far the most important part of the
book, I shall not speak of the other three essays except to mention the
titles: “Our Liturgical Chaos”; “The English Bible up to Date”; “The
Mendacity of Modernism.”) On the evidence of documents it is shown
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that there are numerous differences that divide the various bodies of the
Lutheran Church and that within some of these bodies there is no real
unity; that therefore without thorough discussion of these points and
the removal of these differences any union would be but a “paper union,”
nothing but sham.

The book has already met with severe criticism. Partly hasty: “Un-
fortunately we seem to be living in days in which people may be divided
roughly into four groups: 1) those who are openly antagonistic to Chris-
tianity, 2) those who are quite indifferent about it, 3) those who want
union at any price, and 4) those who find heresy in every one except them-
selves.” We wonder where the reviewer (U.L.C.) places his synod.—
Partly unfair; it is unfair to intimate that the author condemns church-
bodies because of isolated excrescences within that body, bits of gossip,
unfair in view of the author’s statement: ‘“Not because there is un-
Lutheran practise, but because such practise is openly tolerated; not be-
cause there are errorists in the . . ., but because these false teachers are
permitted to sow their false doctrines unrebuked by their synodical body
and are even recognized as leaders in the Church, do we object to the
easy and thoughtless conclusion that bodies subscribing to the same con-
fegsional platform should clasp hands and agree to ‘let bygones be by-
gones’”; unfair to charge the author — or, through him, Missouri — with
self-complacency and pride in view of the author’s declaration on page 3. —
Partly childish — which we must pass by as unworthy of the reader’s
attention.

Sum and substance of all criticism, however, is: That’s a poor way
to prepare for union. You can’t catch flies with vinegar.— Well, I sup-
pose that is true; but then, who wants flies anyway?— This is the way
it appears to me. If there are two men in my church who “do not speak,”
the first thing necessary is to confront them and have them state clearly,
definitely, without any equivocation, what they have against each other;
then, and not until then, the next step may be taken.— We have no peace
now; but we all want union. Well, let’s get together and (1) tell ome
another plainly, clearly, friendly, in words of one syllable, what we have
against one another. That’s what Dr. Graebner tries to do in this book.
The first essay states what we have against others; the second essay, what
others have against us. T’ll grant that this second essay is shorter; it
might be extended; mo doubt it is considerably longer in the other camps.
Here's the invitation: Tell us what you have against us. Let’s put all
our cards on the table.— Then, and not until then, can we (2) investigate
whether the accusations are justified and then, in the fear of God and
conscious of the fact that we are but stewards and respomsible to Him
above who has given us His clear Word as a guide, get to work and clean
house wherever that is necessary. TrEo. HOYER.

The Comforter. A Brief Discussion of the Person and Work of the Holy
Spirit. By W. E. Denham, A. M., Th. D. Fleming H. Revell Com-
pany, New York. 124 pages, 51, X73;. Price, $1.25.

The author of this volume is a Baptist pastor in St.Louis, favorably
known and greatly respected in conservative religious circles as a sincere,
outspoken Fundamentalist. His decidedly Christian stand on the questions
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which he discusses makes his book pleasant and profitable reading. He
does not offer an exhaustive treatment of the New Testament teaching of
the Holy Ghost, but a group of edifying discussions on certain phases of
His person and work, such as conversion, sanctification, His endowment of
the believer with the gifts of grace, freedom, power, ete. One of the best
essays is that on “Grieving the Spirit of God.” There is a reverent, pious
tone pervading the whole of the book, which proves the writer to be a devout
Christian. The doctrinal content is considerable, and though the discus-
sion includes such topics as the baptism with the Holy Ghost, the believer’s
faith-life, the final goal of Christian striving, and the like, the author
soberly avoids all excrescences of theological fanaticism. Unfortunately
there is noticeable in many places a strong Arminian background and, be-
gides, a lack of proper distinction between justification and sanctification,
Law and Gospel, the latter being due to a failure in understanding properly
and fully these Christian doctrines. The chief merit of the essays lies in
the many practical applications of the Biblical truths to the Christian life
and the hortatory values that are derived from them. J.T.MUELLER.

Seen from My Pulpit. By Malcolm James MacLeod, D. D, Fleming H.
Revell Co.,, New York. 191 pages, 81, X5%. Price, $1.75.

Although the author admits the fact of sin, saying: “Sin is the arch-
enemy of the human soul; it is the root cause of all the grief and all the
trouble and all the sorrow in the history of the world,” yet he fails to show
how man by faith in the redeeming work of Christ is freed from sin, its
guilt, its punishment, and its dominion. The vicarious atonement has not
been given any place in his book. He refers to the jailer at Philippi, but
not to the Savior, with whom the jailer found forgiveness of sins (p.120).
“The theology and cosmology of Paradise Lost are obsolete to-day,” says
the author (p.116). “It isn’t religion to believe that the universe was
made in six days or six quadrillion years. It isn’t religion to believe that
once upon a time, long, long ago, the sun and the moon stood still on the
ridge of Ajalon. It isn’t religion to believe that the Book of Genesis is
literal history. Whether the book is history or poetry or legend is not
a religious question at all. That is a question of science, of history, of eriti-
cism. Religion is to be loving and kind and forgiving and pure. It is not
an intellectual skirmish. It is the functioning of the heart. A man’s
thinking may be all wrong, and yet his heart may be all right. Religion
is to try to live the life of Jesus Christ. The secret of true religion is
identification with Him” (pp. 105. 1068). “Nothing is clearer than the fact
that the religious phrases and thought-forms that were in common use
a century ago are obsolete to-day” (pp. 182. 183). “People are sick and
tired of wrangling controversy. Modernism and Traditionalism and Fun-
damentalism interest them no more. Heresy trials are an abomination.
They are of the devil. Religion henceforth must be free of all chains and
fetters. It must be free as the air. Sectarianism to-day, confronted as
we are with a united enemy, is just sheer stubborn stupidity. If I may be
permitted to say it, I have in my ministry taken no part in things de-
batable. There are enough great matters on which all are agreed to keep
the prophet of God busy for several lifetimes. Why waste his time on po-
lemics? What the world is pining for is vital personal communion with
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God. What we need more than anything is to have a real grip on God,
‘to know Him otherwise than by hearsay,” as Carlyle puts it, to have a liv-
ing touch with Him, a growing devotion toward Him, and to realize how
precious to Him are all His children” (pp. 149. 150). These quotations
will suffice to prove that this is a deadly book, one of the many with which
Modernism has in recent years flooded the religious book market.

J. H. C. Frirz.

Pro Ecclesia Lutherana. Vol. III, No. 1. June, 1935. 121 pages, 6X9.
Price, $1.00.

This volume contains the papers which were read at the last meeting
of the St. James Society. They are the following: The Baptismal Rite,
a Brief History of Its Development; The Nature and Purpose of Litur-
gical Music; The Common Service, Its Origin and Development (con-
tinued) ; Lutheran Influence on Anglican Reform Movements during the
Reign of Henry VIII. — There is much interesting material here, especially
in the historical discussions. If the volume is studied in the light of the
articles which appeared in the CoNcorpra THEOLOGICAL MoNTHLY, V, 257 ff.,
one is apt to derive much benefit from one’s studies. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Through Two Generations. By Horace Mellard Du Bose. Fleming H.
Revell Co. 160 pages, 5X734. Price, $1.50.

In an interesting manner the author, the well-known Bishop emeritus
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, tells the story of his life.
Bishop Du Boge was one of the protagonists in the fight for constitutional
prohibition, and his autobiography affords many a glimpse into the methods
employed in this battle. He pictures his struggles for higher standards
of education in his Church, against monistic evolution and negative criti-
cism. Sorry to say, he adopted an attitude of compromise in these two
questions. While we often disagreed with the views expressed, we enjoyed,
and were profited by, reading the book. TuEo. LAETSCH.
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