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Stubien zum Sondergut Hed Lufns. Bon Prof. D. Rar! Bornhiaujer,
PMarburg. BVerlag von €. Berteldmann, Giitersloh. 1934, 170 Seiten
514 X9. Preig: RM. 5; gebunbden: RM. 6.50.

3ft Gregefe ein frodened Studium? JIft, {divierige Stellen etiva ausgenoms=
men, in allen egegetifthen Fragen {hon dasd lehte Wort gefproden? Kaun e8 nod
einen neuen Gebanfen geben iiber {o hdufig erbrierte Gleidnifje tvie bag vom
perlornen Sohn? Diefe und dhnlide Fragen wird der Lefer Hed vorliegenden
Budges fich felber bei der Reftitre ftellen, um fjofort eine filr den Wutor vedht
giinftige Unttoort su geben. €3 iwerden Hier befannte Stellen des Luiadevans
geltums in ot angiehender Weife bejprochen. Iiberall trifit man auf treffliche
Bemetfungen, die bad BVerftindnis bes Sdrifttworted nod) mehr erfdhliefen und
neue Seiten ber alten Wahrheit Hervorfehren. Dann und twann fragt man fidy:
Warum habe idh) felber dies nod) nidht gefehen? Bornbhlufer benuyt bejonbers
bie Septuaginta und die {pitjiidifdhe Literatur. Man wmerft bald, daf man in
biefem Uusleger bed Neuen FTeftamentd einen tiefen RKenner bed jeitgendifijdhen
Subentums vor fih hat. Dap e8 dbeutfde Gelehrte gibt, die ber herrjdenden Ge=
pflogenheit jutvider einfad) und fejfelud jdreiben und audy nidt auf jeber Seite
Nugbriide twie ,ausgerednet” oder ,einftellen” gebrauden miiffen, um padend su
redent, ift aud diefemt Bud) erfichtlih. Die Sdhriftadbjdynitte, die hier behandelt
werben, find sehn an der Jahl, unter thuen die Erzdbhlung von der Crivedung
bes Jiinglingd ju MNain und die Gleidhniffe bom veiden Mann und armen Lazarus
und von dem ungeredhten Ridter. Wlerdbingsd ift audh Wornbdufer trof {einer
fonfervativen Stellung jur Sdhrift nidt in allen Fdillen ein Jeuge fiir bie alte
Wahrheit. Bon Wuslegungen, wo wir nidht mit ihm jHimmen, aber eine anbere
Quffaffung nidht Lehrivetum in fidh {hlieft, {ehen wir natiiclid) gerne ab. Wenn
er aber 3 B. Seite 18 fagt: ,Die Lehre von den ewigen Hilenftrafen ift nidht
biblijhe Qebhre, weber die desd Ulten Teftamenid nodh bdie bed MNeuen, vor allem
aber nidht die JIEfu {elbers, fo erfdreden wir. &8 erfordert darum audy bdiefes
in pieler Hinfidht cusgezeidhnete Bud) priifende Lefer. W, Arndt.

St. Mark. (The Study Hour Series.) Introduction and notes by W. Gra-
ham Scroggie, D. D. Harper and Brothers, New York and London.
285 pages, 41, X7. Price, $1.25.

If a person wishes to procure a book on St. Mark which is based on
wide reading without making a great digplay of learning and which, more-
over, is not losing sight of the practical applications involved, he will
hardly be disappointed if he purchases this little volume. The doctrinal
point of view is that of the Fundamentalists, which implies both that the
work steers clear of negative Bible criticism and that it more or less
espouses the specific doctrines of Reformed theology. The external make-up
of the volume ig so pleasing that one enjoys picking it up and reading in it.
In the introduction the author says: “It is now an established fact that
Mark’s is the earliest gospel and that it is the main source of Matthew
and Luke” That a big question-mark ocught to be placed aside of this
statement is something he overlooks. As to the date of the composition
of this gospel he holds that it was written between 40 and 56 A.D. In
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general the introductory chapters are interesting and helpful. The method
the author follows is to print a section of the gospel in heavy type and
then to add comments in ordinary print. The words of Jesus are given
in italics. To give an idea of the nature of the comments, a few sentences
may be quoted from page 28 referring to the baptism of Jesus: “In keeping
with the moral and spiritual significance of this ceremony, Jesus was
immersed: He was baptized into (eis) and came up out of (ek) the Jordan.
This was no affusion or sprinkling. The Messiah’s consecration to His
public ministry is marked by the descent. of the Holy Spirit upon Him. (10).
There never was a time when He wag not ‘filled with the Spirit,” and all
that He ever had done was done by the Spirit; but now, on the eve of
His ministry, He receives a special enduement and empowerment. The
Spirit is promised for service as well as for holiness, for work as well as
for character, and should be received for both. That He came upon Jesus
‘as a dove’ points to that sympathy and gentleness which characterized
His ministry and should characterize ours also. We need the baptism of
the Spirit for life, the fulness of the Spirit for holiness, and the anocinting
of the Spirit for service. Have you what you need?’ This quotation
shows that the work has its commendable and objectionable features. The
last sentence (but one), it will be noted, is lacking much in definiteness.
What is said about the manner of the baptism of Jesus is pure assumption.
The statement about the coming of the Spirit on our Lord, however, is in
keeping with Seripture-teaching. W. ARNDT.

A Common Faith. By John Dewey. Fourth Printing. The Yale Uni-
versity Press, New Haven. 87 pages, 51,X8%,. Price, $1.50.

It is noteworthy that of the many books of its class published last year
hardly another received the almost startling applause that was accorded
Dr. Dewey’s A Common Faith. Dewey is professor of philosophy at Co-
lumbia University and is regarded by many as the greatest living American
philosopher. His literary productiveness is immense; his clientele, inter-
national. His practical monograph on religion was so ravenously read
that within three months four printings became necessary. The Christian
Century hailed it as an “implicit outline of a noble religion.” Harper's
acclaimed it as “the most thought-provoking book for liberal-minded Amer-
icans.” The Book-of-the-Month Club News (Dorothy Canfield) declared
that “intelligent, thoughtful, troubled men and women will find comfort
and spiritual strength a-plenty in this new book of our greatest American
philosopher.” The Boston Transcript said of it: “Never before, it may
safely be said, were the factors constituting real religion more illuminat-
ingly presented and more profoundly discussed.” The Freethought Book
Club selected it as their choice for January, 1935. Yet, after all, the
reviewer was sadly disappointed upon reading if, for it contains nothing
that is new, nothing that intimates that here a great mind has been at
work. He first became acquainted with Dr. Dewey a quarter of a cen-
tury ago. Already then his fame was well established; but already then
the spiritual decadence and moral senility that characterize those of his
writings which bear on religion were strongly in evidence. For the “god-
concept” he substituted a blank; morals he disparaged as “conventions,”
and he deified man as the creator and captain of his destiny. Twenty-five
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_years of agnostic philosophizing have not improved his religious gropings,
and his recent contacts with Russia have only strengthened him in his
~ungodly views. Certainly, A Common Faith, which suggests to intelligent
Americans a new religious creed in place of the discarded Christian faith,
declares God to be unnecessary and faith in God a hindrance to true re-
ligious progress. In his monograph he distinguishes between Religion and
the Religious. Religion is accidental, transitory, and cumbersome; the
Religious is fundamental and abiding. And what is the Religious? It is
moral faith, not in God, to be sure, but in man and his intellectual and
:social progress. The foundation of this moral faith is not intellectual
belief, not even the idea of the divine as a definite, unifying reality, but
the ideals of humanity, uplifting impulses inherent in man, racial expe-
riences that have made for man’s intellectual and social improvement.
These ideals, he says, are not mere illusions, but real, “their reality being
vouched for by their undeniable power in action.” These ideals, which
:gerve for the advancement of the human race, form a common creed, which
the intelligentsia, of to-day must accept, in fact, which it has accepted
already in place of the old-time creeds. Of course, the existing churches
‘need not be abolished; for they may function in the new scheme and. order
of things as centers in which religious ideals are realized. But what must
be eliminated by all means is the recognition of the supernatural, the
dependence on God; for the more man relies on supernatural aid, the
less will he exert himself. These are some of the outstanding thoughts in
Dr. Dewey’s book, a worse than pagan product, since it leaves no room for
the worship of God and no reliance on His grace and assistance. What
the author preaches is a social gospel, but one which is apart from God,
the hope of immortality, and everything else that transcends the purely
buman and natural. That a book with a message so godless, so hopeless,
and so meaningless in every-day life, with its many tribulations and crises,
should be hailed with such genuine appreciation by so large a. circle of
apparently intelligent men and women proves how greatly dechristianized
our country has become. At the same time it serves for a challenge to all
true Christians to increase their efforts in publishing the divine, hopeful
Gospel of salvation in Christ Jesus. J. T. MUELLER.

Personality and Religion. By Edgar Sheffield Brightman. Abingdon
Press, New York. 156 pages and index. Price, $1.50.

Dr. Brightman is professor of philosophy at Boston University. The
book contains the Lowell Institute Lectures of 1934. Not satisfled with
purely epistemological efforts, the author holds that the chief problem for
intelligence to-day is to find truth that is socially useful. Since the spirit
of the age has lost confidence in the truth and usefulness of religion,
whatever the reason may be, an investigation is in order as to the extraor-
dinarily high value that religion has set on personality in man and God.
Man’s own ‘“personality” demands that, when the universe puzzles, ter-
rifies, amazes, benefits, tortures, ignores, and yet produces him, he must
arrive at the hypothesis of the personality of the supreme First Cause;
otherwise man would have to be nothing but a product of the human will
or a. human theory. God is both infinite and finite. This statement is not
like the antinomies of Kant. But since Brightman develops the category
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of personality from the human being, it is easy enough for him to “see’™
that the infinite personality of God mnecessarily involves finiteness, namely,
the necessity of “suffering’” evil, etec. But since the life of reason is not
the life of pure thinking or contemplation, but is the total experience of
man guided by comprehensive insight, the religious man must acquire
a, specific attitude, in action, toward other personalities; 4.e., personal:
religion must be social religion. Where an established Church becomes-
the instrument and support of the status guo, the essence of religiom
gradually vanishes, and only the form remains; for “if God is the eternal
real Being, who is both Source and Purpose of universal process, them
He is to be found at work [italics mine] everywhere, and to have faith:
in God is to assert a social universe.” (P.142.) '
The most interesting part of the lectures, to me, is the one that deals
with the infinite-finite theory. The many references to Berkeley's Common-
place Book are no help. Formerly Dr. Brightman warned against applying-
the divinely inherent category of personality to man. That he now seems
to have shifted is in itself no blemish; it might be progress. But it is not.
It seems to me that not purely metaphysical reasoning is responsible for
the thesis of infinite-finite, but the desire to build a foundation under the
a-priori claims for the social side of religion.
Compared with several of his previous books, these lectures employ-
a, simpler language and permit easier following of the line of thought.
R. W. HEINTZE.
ool pon Harlefr, Theologic unbd Kirdenpolitif eined lutherifdhen Bifdhofs in
Bapern., Von Theodor Hedel Chr. Kaifer=Berlog, Miinden. VIII
unb 542 Seiten 6X9, in Qeintvand mit Golbtitel gebunden. Preid: M. 12.
Dies ift eine Biographie, die weit itber den engeren Nabhmen einer Lebens-
befdhreibung hinausdgeht, die ugleih ein auBerordentlidh twertvoller Beitvag jur
Gejdyichte der Tutherifden Kirde Deutidhlandsd im 19. Jahrhunbdert ift und von
niemand ohne mannigfache BVereiderung feines theologifden und frdenge{dhidht=
lidhen TWiffens gelefen twerden toird. Bielleiht darf i) mit einer perjonlidhen Gr-
innerung beginnen. Rubdelbad) und Harlef (geb. 21. Nov. 1806, geft. 5. Sept, 1879).
waren nad) dbem Urtet! Walthers und anderer Viter unferer Shnode die beiben
bedeutendften lutherijden Theologen des 19. Jahrhunbert, toie Walther audy Harlep
bet feinem Befude in Deutfdhland befonders aufgefudt hat, Bon einem ber
LBiter — i) weif nidht mehr, ver e8 war — Porte i) in meinen Jugendjahren
eine Unetdote. Jemand Habe einmal Hatleh eine Stelle in einem feiner Werte
gezeigt unbd ihn gefragt, tad er damit fagen twolle, Harlep Habe die Stelle meh=
rete Male aufmerffam gelefen und dbann geanttwortet: AL id biesd {dhried, haben
sivel getouft, wad i damit meinte: Dder liebe Gotf unbd id), Jeht iveil e nur
nodh) einer: der liebe Goit.” ,,8i non e vero, e ben trovato®, fagt ein ita:
lienijhes Spridhiwort. Wenn nidht twahr, fo dodh gut erfunben. Wber gerabe
diefe Unefbote mit der Cmpfehlung der Sdriften von Harlef, die ih von mei:
nem Bater, von P. Jofep) SdHmidt und andern hirte, Haben midy betoogen, HarleR
au leferr, und i Habe in thm einen der griinblidhften und felbftindigfien neueren
Theologen, der immer den Saden genau nadgeht und alfes {orgfiltig durddentt,
Tennengelernt. Unbd e8 ift aud) nidht {o jHlimm mit feiner Darftelungsiveife; fonit
hitte jum Beifpiel fein Hauptivert, die ,Chriftliche Ethit”, nidht im Laufe dex
Sabre adht Uuflagen erlebt. Und twas mid) immer befonberd dabei interefferte,
toar {ein sielbetouptes Juritdgeben auf Quther, wie er aud) eine Reibe bon LQuiher=
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worten in poetijde Form gebradt hat in Jeinem feinen Werfe ,Aus Luihers Lehr=
eigheit” mit dem Quibhertvort an Goban Heh, deffen Wahrheit aud) viele anbdere
empfunben Haben, ald8 Motto: ,Jd) geftehe, dap id) einer von benmen bin, dbie die
Gebidhte mehr betvegen, ergbhen und einnehmen, ba fie bei ihnen Hangen bleiben,
ol8 die ungebunbdene RNebe, wenn e3 aud) Cicero und Demofthenes felber wdrve.”
(&t. Qouifer Yusg. XXI, 2182.) ©o habe idh feine ,Cthif gelefen, die ih von
meinem BVater geerbt habe, und mir bann im Laufe der Jahre eine WUnjzahl feiner
sahleeiden Sdriften angefdafit: feinen Kommentor jum Epheferdbrief mit dbem
gehaltvollen Bortoort, in bem er jeine ridtigen eregetijhen Grundidke, die er in
ber Sdule Winers gelernt hat, entividelt; feine theolngifhe Enzhflopddie und
Methobologie, an der er freilidy felbft {pdater alg fein eigemer und jdhdarfiter Kri-
tifer mandyed auszujepen hatte; feine fleineren Sdhriften itber die Ehefdjeidbungsd=
frage, itber bie dgyptijdhen Myftevien, itber Kirdje und Umt — dbenn Harle griff
aud, burd) ben Kampf unferer Synobe gegen Grabau und bie Buffalofhynobe ver=
anlapt, in diefe Lehrfrage ein, toie er itberhaupt audy biel Iuteveje filr die Iuthe=
rifhe RKirdhe WUmerifas hatte, Seine zuerit anonym eridienenen ,Bruditiide aus
bem Qeben eined fiibbeutichen Theologen” BHabe idh feinerseit in einem Juge
dburdgelefen; 3u {einen Gedidhten ,Ausd dem Leben in Lied undb Sprudy greife idh
nodh jett gelegentlidy, unbd jeine WAusdfithrungen itber bad BVerhdltnis beg Chriften=
tums ju den Sultur= und Lebendfragen der Gegentvart, namentlid) bie befonbers
{dibne Wbbanblung itber ,Chriffentum und Didtfunits, find mit dag Bejte, wad
itber biefe Fragen itberhaupt gefdrieben tworden ift. (Giner unferer College-
peofefjoren, den i) auf diefed8 Wert aufmerf{am madte und bem id) e8 Lieh, war
babot jo eingenommen, daf er die gange Abhanblung fich abjdrieb.) Dag LQeben,
die Theologie und vor allem dad firdliche Wiclen diejes Mannes ijt nun in dem
porliegenden Werle {o eingehend und griindlih gejdilbert, bah man ihm nidhis
an die Seite fegen fann. Der Verfaffer hat nidht nur alle Sdhriften von Harlek
gentau durdhgearbeitet, jondern ihm maren aud) die befonders jdhdnen Briefe im
Manuffript juginglid), ebenfo handidriftlihe Borlejungen Harlep’ und die Alten
ber Ronfiftorien; bdenn Harlep hat eine grofe, reidhe und mannigfaltige Tdtigleit
entfaltet. Gin BVayer von Geburt, twar er zuerit aud) in Vayern tditig als Pro-
fefior in Erlangen, tourbe al8 Vertreter ber Fafultit in dbenm LQandtag gefanbdt,
dort in die Firdlichen Kampfe mit dem Ifatholifden Minifter von Abel verwidelt
itber bie Knicbengungsfrage, das YeiBt, ob die proteftantifdhen Solbaten vot ber
getveihten Hoftie niederfnien {ollten, und tegen feimer freimiitigen und ent{die-
benten Stellungnabme feiner Brofeffur enthoben und jum Konfiftorialrat in Bay=
reuth begrabiert. Gr folgte dann einem Berufe nady Leipsig an die Univerfitdt
und jpiter al8 Oberhofpredbiger nad) Dredben, bi8 er wieder mit hohen Ehren
nad) Bapern suritdgerufen wurbe ald Prifibent ded proteftantifdien Oberfonfifto-
rium8. Trogbem er bie meifte Jeit feined Qebens RKirdjenleiter war, Hat er dodhy
fein Tebenbdige8 Jmtevefle fitr die Theologie betvahrt und feine, wenn aud) nidht
tmmer eintvandfrete, Theologie auf alle aufiteigenden firdilidhen Fragen: Bes
fenuntnisfragen, Cinigungsfragen, Unterridhtsiragen uflw., angelwandt. Er war
ein PMann, ivie e3 wenige im neunzehnten Jahrhunbdert gegeben Hat, der namentlidy
fiiv bie baprifdhe RKirdhe von grofer Bebeutung war; und toer feine feften, ent=
{thiedenen, dharaftervollen Gefidhtsslige anblidt und unter feinem Bilbe feinen
BWabljprudy lieft: ,BVor Menfden fih fdheuen bringet su Fall”, Spr. 29, 25, der
wird diefe Gigenfdhaften aud) feiner wahrhaft vornehmen, minnliden Phyfiognomie
ablefen. Wir mbdhten viele Eingelheiten aus feinem Leben und aus feiner theo=
Iogijdien und Tirdlidhen Titigleit mitteilen, wenn e8 ber Raum geftatten ivitrde.
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&r tonnte Sdlagworte formulieren und war offenbar auhy ein Meifter in ber
Debatte. Sein Urteil itber die hebrdijdhe Shradhe, dap fie die Sprache der un-
mittelbaren An{dauung ift, nidht der Wbitraftion (&. 187), trifit su. Seine ege-
getifhen Prinzipien: ,Den Sinn ve8 Sdriftwortes {hliekt nur die SHrift {elbft
auf’; ,Bum wahren Verftindnis dber Heiligen Schrift gehrt mehr al8 Gram=
matif’; ,Medte Cregefe fordert eine redhte Haltung deg Cregeten (&. 172 f.) find
bie eingig vidhtigen. Wenn er einmal {agte: ,Niemand verjteht beffer ald Quiber,
ungewafdene Kdpfe su wafdhen” (S. 83), fo ijt vad wabr; wenn fidh nur mehr
Qeute thre Kbpfe von Quiher wajden liegen, Quther fleipiger lefen tviivden! Sein
Urteil iiber verichiedene Konferenzen und Kirdentage: ,Jn unjerer Jeit bringen
¢8 ble Hennen vor lauter Gadeln nidht jum Eierlegen” gilt aud) oft von Heutigen
Berhandlungen und Beftrebungen. ,Nur fo lange, ald Gott und in der Demut
erhilt und bag Qduten mit den grofen Gloden unleidlidy madyt, twird etwad ju-
wege gebradht.” (&, 267.) Dag Wort, dap bas Chriftentum eine ecclesia possi-
dentium fei, nidht eine schola quaerentium, ift twieberum einzig ridhtig. Und
wenn alle Leute fidh feine Auffafjung bon ber Poefie aneignen wiirden, {o gibe 8
nidt jo vbiele {dhlehte Poeten. Cr {dhreibt an eine Hohe Frau: ,Kein wahrhaftes
Gedidht ober R[ed entfteht {o, bak ih) fagen finnte: Dag habe i) gemadit. Weip
i) nur died ju fagen, bann ift e8 Yein edhted Gedidht, fein edhtes Lied. Denn das
entfteht al8 ein Embryo, idh tweih nidht mwie. €8 quillt aud verborgenen Tiefen
und ift ba, ohne dap ich e8 {dhuf. Crit wenn e3 da ijt, tue i) daran und zifeliere
und mobdele nadh) bepubten Regeln dber Kunft.” (S, 177.) Dabet tritt bem Lefer
immer toieder feine Ghrfurdt vor Gotted Wort und feine Sorge um bag Heil
feiner eigenen Seele entgegen: ,,Dummodo animula mea salvetur, wenn nur
meine Seele gervettet toird!lv (&, 211) AL er nadh furger, aber reidhgefegneter
Qehriitigleit von Leipsig nad)y Dredben ging, iiberreidhten ihm eine Anzahl feiner
Bubbrer, darunter {olde, deren Namen pdter befannt unbd beriihmt getworden find
(& . R. Frant, v. Zez{dhivil, Mar Frommel, R. Lsber), ein Kruzific aud Eifenguy
mit ber {dhbnen Infdrift: ,,Sub cruce recordare, ad crucem quos vocasti®,
tote fein Nadfolger im Amt ded Oberfonfiftorialprifidenten, U. v. Stihlin, in
Herzog=Plitt-Hauds Realenshilopidie (2. Auflage, 18, 20) mitteilt, Dasd Bud ift
nidt immer gang leidht ju lefen. €8 forbert aufmerfjame, nadybentlide Lefer;
aber e Iohnt fidh fehr, e8 su lefen, und ein Nezenfent in den ,Paftoralblittern”
bat e3 fiir ,da8 bebeutfamite Wert” des Jahres 1933 erfldirt.
L Firdbringer.

Christ in American Education. By Gerrit Verkuyl, Ph. D., B. D.

Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, N.Y. 192 pages, 73, X5.

Price, $1.50.

This is a book written by the National Field Representative for
Leadership Training, Presbyterian Board of Christian Education. The
author deplores the inadequacy of our public schools, pp.41—57, and of
Christian education in Europe and America, p.57. The Sunday-school is
inadequate, for “the ignorance of our laity regarding facts and prineiples
of their own religion is appalling. Had some atheist invented, and put
into operation, a scheme of education whereby those who are drawn under
the influence of our church-schools must remain immune to Christian
instruction, the situation could scarcely have been worse. Ten thousands
of Sunday-school teachers are but slightly better informed than their mil-
lions of pupils; yet most of them resent suggestions for improvement and
would resign if truly supervised.” P.57f The state-supported Christian
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day-school “does not suit our country, partly because tax-support is out
of the question, but more because it segregates our growing people.” P.59.
“The parochial system is not in agreement with the democratic genius of
America, neither with the Christian genius of brotherhood.” P. 61. The
only remedy which the author sees is that all the various religious denomi-
nations combine in an effort to improve the religious education in America.
and the world at large. The author sees in the organization of the Inter-
national Council of Religious Education a step in the right direction and
hopes that, once the local churches will forget all denominational dif-
ferences and unite in the efforts to put religion into the hearts of their
fellow-men, the problem will be solved. TaE0. LAETSCH.

Love Is Strong as Death. By H.Lindemann, Ph.D. Zondervan Pub-
lishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 80 pages, 51, X8. Price, $1.00.
Dr. Lindemann, a, member of the American Lutheran Church, is the
author of these brief essays, character studies of men and women of the
Bible who illustrate the constancy and strength of love. Some of the
interpretations in the opinion of this reviewer assert modern romantic love
where the Bible narrative does not suggest any such emotion (if it does.
anywhere). We do not believe that all Shakespearean plays have this.
ingredient in their plot (p.27). The author’s interpretation of Solomon’s
Song —he makes of it a delineation of true marital love as a protest
against the having of many wives — is not acceptable.
THEODORE GRAEBNER.

The Man of Sorrows. A series of Lenten sermons, including seven ser-
mons on the seven words from the cross. By Rev. Henry Beets,
LL.D. Wmn.B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 131
pages, 5%, X7%.

Soundly homiletical, eloquent, devotional sermons on Lenten texts, the
interpretation evangelical, the Reformed approach unobtrusive.
THEODORE GRAEBNER.

The Voice of Jesus and Other Occasional Sermons. By George
Drach, D.D. The Lutheran Book Concern. Columbus, O. 151
pages, 51, X7%,. Price, $1.00.

This is a collection of sermons by a Lutheran divine, delivered im
Baltimore and vicinity. They are not offered in the form which we have
always advocated for use in our churches, and they are not expository
sermons. Strictly speaking, they may be called sermonic addresses. There
are also some strange thoughts presented in these addresses, as when the
author includes modern means and methods of transportation and modern
medicine and surgery in the possible “greater works” of which Jesus.
speaks in John 14,12 (p.148) and when he refers to world brotherhood:
“Gradually, over many obstacles and prejudices, the Christian teaching of’
the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of all men is prevailing in the
minde of people and in the affairs of nations.” Cp. Matt.24,6—10. Yet
the addresses are full of interesting and appropriate thoughts and of
passages that fairly scintillate, and many of the illustrations are well
chosen, so that one may derive much stimulation from the reading of
the volume. P. E. KRETZMANN.
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Pro Ecclesia Lutherana. A Liturgical Review. Published by the Litur-
gical Society of St. James. Volume II. Essays read at the Third
Liturgical Conference, held at Grace Lutheran Church, Cleveland
Heights, O. 92 pages, 6 X9. Price, $1.00.

Distinguendum est! That is the call which should be heeded by all
who are interested in preserving our liturgical heritage and therefore may
wish to study the volume which is here offered. Very frankly, we do not
like the illustration of a Lutheran pastor officiating at the altar in a chas-
uble, nor do we like the quotation from the Third Article in the form “I be-
lieve One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church” of the Nicene Creed; for
our Catechism says advisedly: “I believe a holy Christian Church, the com-
munion of saints.” Nor do we like the trend of the article on “Eucharistic
Vestments,” although the author, in the concluding paragraph, states:
“But after all has been said, Christian sobriety will ever demand that
vestments shall never become the vehicles of misinterpreting the office of
the Christian ministry, as if the minister were a being invested, becaunse
-of his priestly person, with peculiar, distinet, divine, churchly, and media-
torial powers. The Christian minister is a steward only, whom the Chris-
tian church commissions, in its name, to preach the Gospel and to cele-
brate [?] the Sacraments.” On the other hand, the articles on the origin
-of the Common Service and on Matins and Vespers may be studied with
profit, and we hope that the society will confine itself to such studies. To
those who have been following the movement we would suggest that they
study the articles which appeared in Vol. V of this magazine, “Die rechie
Mitte in der Liturgie und Ordnung des Gottesdienstes,” 257 ff., also p. 45 fl.;
81 ff.; 102 ff.; 604 ff.; 668 ff.; 757 ff,, and many articles in previous
volumes. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Mutual Obligations of the Ministry and the Congregation. By the
Rev. Karl Kretzschmar. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.
56 pages, 6X9. Price: Single copy, 15 cts., postpaid; dozen, $1.44,
and postage; 100, $10.00, and postage.

Says the author in his pamphlet: “However insignificant in size,
humble in social status, and primitive in equipment it may be, a congre-
:gation of Christians is the most important institution in any locality.
Whatever therefore affects the status and welfare of the Christian con-
gregation in any given place may sooner or later have a corresponding
effect upon the community in which such congregation is situated. . . .
Since the Christian congregation is the world’s greatest institution, the
Christian ministry is its most important office.” This being true, every
pastor and every church-member ought to know what their mutual obliga-
tions are in order that, by the grace of God, they may to the greatest
possible degree measure up to their high and noble calling in this world.
Pastor Kretzschmar treats a variety of topics; he does so clearly, forcibly,
-and convincingly on the basis of the Word of God. This timely pamphlet
ought to be given wide distribution and to be diligently studied.

J. H. C. FrITZ.
Proceedings of the Twentieth Convention of the South Dakota
District. 1934. 52 pages. Price, 12 cts.

Pastor Oberheu’s paper, entitled “What Should a Congregation Con-

sider when Calling a Pastor?” treats this subject in three theses: 1. What
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wshould a congregation consider before choosing a pastor? 2. What should
-a congregation consider while choosing a pastor? 3. What should a con-
;gregation on such an occasion most diligently awveid? Pastor Oberheu’s
timely remarks are given in both German and English.

‘Proceedings of the Thirty-Fourth Convention of the Ev. Luth.
Synodical Conference of North America. 1934. Concordia Pub-
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 116 pages. Price, 30 cts,

In the opening address the President, Dr. L. Fuerbringer, reviews the
work of the Synodical Conference in the field of doctrine. His review
shows that this body of Lutherans has been from the beginming, and by

‘the grace of God still is, “a conferemce of Lutheran synods, which con-

:scientiously and firmly adheres to the Word of God and the Lutheran

gymbols and refuses to depart therefrom on any point.” In the present

movement for Lutheran union the Synodical Conference is maintaining this
same position. Rejecting as false the thesis that “the different Lutheran
bodies of America are in all essentials one in doetrine” (p.110), it refuses

“to promote general church unity among Lutheran bodies of divergent

doctrines and practise.”” Any movement to promote general church unity

among the Lutherans will find the Synodical Conference heartily cooper-
ating. That is one of its purposes and objects: ‘“the uniting of all Lu-

‘theran synods of America into one orthodox American Lutheran Church”

(Constitution, § 3). Any movement aiming at the removal of the doc-

‘trinal differences by means of thorough and painstaking doctrinal discus-

sions ean count on the participation of the Synodical Conference. Any

‘movement which aims at union without unity will find the Synodical Con-

ference non-participating. — The report contains two doctrinal essays. The

German paper, presented by Prof. J. P. Meyer, is a continuation of the study

of Christ’s royal office and discusses Antichrist, the rival of Christ, the

King, and the Millennium, the caricature of Christ’s kingdom. It gives

a fine exposition of 2 Thess. 2, and comparing this passage with the history

-of the Papacy and the teaching of the Roman Catholic Church, it establishes

by the finger-print method that the Pope is the Antichrist. It shows

further that chiliasm is based on a gross perversion of Scripture and that
particularly Rev.20 does not support chiliasm, but dissipates the millen-
nial dream. Such clear expositions of the Scripture-teaching and crushing
exposures of the chiliastic perversion of Scripture are sorely needed in
these days, when this pernicious error is spreading like the Deluge within
the Church. It has inundated a part of the Lutheran Church too. When
the doctrines that are disputed within the Lutheran Church of America
come up for discussion, Professor Meyer’s paper will demand attention.

It demands our attention for other reasoms too. It is replete with timely

admontions and warnings. All of us are exposed to the same tendencies

and influences that culminated in the Papacy and in chiliasm. — The sub-

Jject of Dr. 8. C. Ylvisaker’s English essay is “Christ’s Use of the Old Tes-

tament in His Prophetic Ministry.” The subject is developed under six-

teen heads, the seventh, for instance, showing that “Jesus plainly teaches
the so-called verbal inspiration of the Old Testament,” and the tenth, that

““the Old Testament is inseparably connected with Jesus and He in turn

is ingseparably linked up with it.” Point sixteen is most interesting in
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that it presents a pretty complete dogmatics as taught by Jesus on the-
basis of the Old Testament. — The report of the Board for Colored Mis-
sions is of great interest to those who are interested in the spread of’
Christ’s kingdom; so also the resolution of the Synodical Conference to .
send a commission to the Ibesikpos (in Africa), which will make a thorough.
survey of this field and the adjacent territory as to the missionary pos--
sibilities there offered. TH. ENGELDER.

Proceedings of the Fifty-Ninth Convention of the Central District.
1934. 79 pages. DPrice, 28 cts.

This report contains two doctrinal essays, one by the Rev. Theo.
Schurdel on “Justification,” pointing out the meaning of justification, the-
need of justification by faith, the manner of justification by grace, for-
Christ’s sake, through faith, and the fruit of justification, the other by
Pastor R. H. Schroeder, who spoke on “Some Features of Luther’s Bible
Translation.,” The essayist shows first what was involved in the task of~
Bible translation, then the many translations which came into existence
due to Luther’s translation, and finally, what means the Lord employed
to make Luther so exceptional an instrument for this particular work.
Both essays deserve careful study. Both reports are published by Concor--
dia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. TaE0. LAETSCH.

Berhandlugen der swansigften Jahredverfamminng Hesd Teras-Diftrifts ber
€b.-Quth. Synode pon Mifjouri, Ohio unbd anbern Staaten. Concordia
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 87 Seiten 6X8%. Preid: 14 Eis.

JIn diefem Beridht find nur die Gefdhiftsverhandblungen zum Teil in deutfder
Syradie, Jonderlidh der intereflante Miffionsberidht. Beide Referate werdben eng=
1ijdh dargeboten. Dad erfte, von D. Theo, Gribner, handelt von dem 10, Artifel
ber Ronfordienformel, ,Abiaphora’, und geigt in fehr praftifder LWeife, tie ein
Pajtor etiva auf bdiefem Gebiet vorgehen mup. Wihrend dad Thema mandmal
in bag Gebiet ber Kajuiftif Hiniiber{pielt, ift dod) die ganze usfithrung von gropem
Wert. — Dad ziveite Referat wurde von P. F. €. Streufert borgetragen, und fein
Thema war “The Call of the Ages the Call of the Hour”, eine in jeber Hinficht
seitgemife rbeit, die der Meferent auf Grund feiner langjdhrigen Crfahrungen
in fehr lehrreidher LWeife ausfithrie. Dad gange Heft follte fleifig ftudiert werben.

P.EC Kregmannmn,

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current mailing-list correct.
The expense of maintaining this list has been materially increased, Under present regula-
tions we are subject to a “fine’’ on all parcels mailed to an incorrect address, inasmuch as
we must pay 2 cents for every notification sent by the postmaster on a parcel or periodical
which is undeliverable because no forwarding address is available or because there has been
a change of address. This may seem insignificant, but in view of the fact that we have
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