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Book Review. — Qiteratur.

Is the Bible True? By Basil F. (. Atkinson, M. A., Ph.D. TUnder-
librarian, University Library, Cambridge. With a Foreword by
H.J.Orr-Bwing, M.C., M.D., F.R.C.P. TFleming H. Revell Com-
pany, New York, London, and Edinburgh. 209 pages, 7%, X5. Price,
$1.25.

On the publishers’ cover the title of this book is given, “Is the Bible
True?” and the remark added: “If you doubt it, read this book.” This
book, then, is to furnish proof for the truth of the Bible. Taken thus, the
title is a misnomer. It does not prove that the Bible is true; but it does
show that all the arguments which have been advanced to prove the Bible
false are fallacies. So it will never convince an unbeliever of the truth of
the Bible, much less of its divine character; but it may help to strengthen
a Christian in his conviction that here he has the Word of Truth. It is
altogether worth reading; written, as the foreword declares, especially to
help young Christians “who are faced every day in the course of their
studies and investigations with the assumption, not only that the Bible
is not reliable, but that every one possessed of any intelligence or education
knows that it is not reliable.” The author states his conviction that the
Bible is free from error, therefore perfectly reliable, God-inspired in every
word. There are only a few concessions to the critic of the Bible,—
a Christian is puzzled why a man who evidently takes so positive a stand
for the Bible should feel the need of making any concessions,—e. g., that
the Deluge may have been a local flood, p. 52; that the creation day need
not mean a day of twenty-four hours, p. 50; that the darkness in Egypt
was caused by a sand-storm and the Red Sea was parted by the east wind,
p- 81, the Jordan by a landslide, p. 62. Some of the arguments are so well
put that I must quote: “The importance of the Bible can be proved by the
amount of time spent by those who do not believe these things in trying
to prove that the Bible is not true and in ridiculing it and trying to
persuade others not to read or believe it.” — “Far more dangerous [than
the attempt to diseredit the Bible on the ground that it disagrees with
recognized scientific facts and therefore cannot be a revelation from God]
is a very wide-spread attitude towards the Bible on the part of religious
leaders and theological teachers to-day. This view is that the Bible is
unscientific, but that it doesn’t matter that it is unscientific. It is often
said that the Bible is intended to teach us spiritual things, not science,
and that therefore we need not expect its scientific statements to be true.
This is the view held by people classed as liberal, higher critical, or
modernistic. It does the work of atheism under the cloak of religion,
a fact recognized and approved by the atheist associations.” “The truth
is that no one disbelieves the Bible because of the miracles recorded in it.
They are made the excuse for unbelief.” The only positive proof that the
Bible is God’s own truth is the Spirit’s witness in the Bible, which the
author also acknowledges in the last chapter.— Books of this character
will not convince the unbeliever; but they serve to make us more joyful
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in our confession; and they should help to convince even the umbeliever
that the Bible is an extraordinary Book, which he should study; and that
is all that is necessary; if he gives the Bible an opportunity, it will
convince him. TaEO. HOYER.

Die letiten Dinge. BVon D. Paul UTtHhaus, Profeflor an der Univerfitit
Grlangen. Vierte, neubearbeitete Auflage. Berlag von €. Berteldmanm,
Gitersloh. 1933. XII und 353 Seiten 6% X9%. Preis, gebunben:
RM. 12.

Diefes weitverbreitete Werf, dag 1922 in erfrer Auflage erfdhien, bietet veidhes
bogmenge{dhidhtliches Material, Dad aud) desivegen twertvoll ift, weil e8 uns iiber den
Stand der Dinge in der mobernen Theologie unterviditet. IS Handbudy luthe:-
rifher G3dhatologie Hat ¢8 ivenig Wert. Bwar fteht D. Althaud in hohem Un=
jehen in manden Kreifen der lutherifden Sivde. ,IMberaus virfungsvoll vertritt
bie futherijde Grundbanfdhauung der jehige Inhaber des Franfidhen Lehrituhles
Paul Althaus.” (Quihardt=-Jelfe, Kompendinm der Dogmatif, &. 56.) Unb ivp
in biefem Bude die utherijhe Grundanfhauung fich dburdgefest hat, hat ber Lefer
veihen @ewinn. ,Auf allem Menfdhentum laftet der Jorn Gotted. Der Febanie
einet Sithne burd) ,Wiederquimaden’ Halt ernfter RKritif niht ftand. Fordert
Gottes Gevedtigleit nidt eine wirflihe Siihne? . . . Fir diefe Welt elvigen
Tobes ift ba8 € ban gelium gegeben worden.” (V. Kap.: Dad Gericht.) ,Allen
witd bag eine und felbe etvige Qeben ald Gefchent ber Gnade Gottes (Rdm. 6, 23)
guteil. Das ift die grofe Gleidhheit aller, die in dasd elvige Leben eingehen diirfen.”
(VIIL Rap.: Das Reid).) Wber pielerortsd feyt fich die lutherijhe Grundanfdhauung
nidht durd). Sie Tann ed nidht, toeil Althaus’ Methode ded theologifchen Griennens
burdpausd nidht die lutherifdhe iff. Nadh der nenlutheri{den Methobe, die Althaus
anivenbet, dedt fih bie theologifdhe Grfenntnid durdjaus nidht mit den Uusfagen
ber Hetligen Shrift. Gleid) auf Seite 1 wird gejagt, daf ,die bogmatifhe Selbft=
befinnung” in ber E8hatologic dad entidjeidende Wort hat. Ndmiidy: ,Lelhesd
biefe allgemeingiiltigen Biige und Gebanfen find, dag laht fih naturgemdf nidt
einfach biblifd)-theologijch erheben, fondern nur in {yjtematifdher Befinnung ausd-
maden.” (&.256.) ,Die Grenze 3wijdhen Weisfagung und Wahrjagung, zwifden
Prophetifhem und WUpolalyptijdem ift im eingelnen unfiher. Wo fie lduft, wird
nur in {pftematifder Vefinnung erfannt.” (€. 260.) Die SAhrift geniigt
nidgt — fie ift ja nidht woirtlid infpiviert. ,Wir glauben Heute, . . . reformato:
rijder ju fein al8 die Orthodogie ded 17. Jahrhunbdertd. Man denfe nur an die
Grneurung ber Lehre von der Heiligen Sdrift, threr Jnipivation und Autoritdt. ...
Unfer Fortidreiten iiber die Reformation und vollends iiber die Orihodborie hin=
aus ijt vertiefte Uneignung der Reformation” (S.230.) Und: ,Wir find
in pem Hiren auf bad Wort G otted in dem biblifdhen Wort bon biefem lep=
teren als8 Menfdentvort freis (€. 61.) Was ift denn nun bad Refultat? ,Der
Chifiasmus ift unhaltbar, trogdem Poulug und Johannes Chiliaften warven. . . .
%Efus teik nidhis von einem Bwijdenceidhe. Wber bet Vaulug (1 Kor. 15, 23 §f.)
und in der Johaunes-Wpoialypie (Kap. 20) finben wir den Gedbanfen mieder. . .
An Upot, 20 Tikt fich nidht beuteln. Wenn wir alfo mit theologijhen Griinben
den Ehiliadmus ablehnen wollen, fo miiffen wiv angefihis der angefithrten Bibel=
ftellen mit unferer grunbdfiglihen Crfenninis Grnft maden, daf der Gehorjam
gegent Dad Wort Gotted und an eingelne theologifhe Gebanfen desd Urdriftentums
nidt binbet, {onbern ihnen gegeniiber gerabe frei madht.” (S.287 ) Unbd iie
Paulug und Johannes fidhy theologifd geiret Haben, fo aud) JEfus. ,Auf die
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immer erneuten Verjudje, die Stellen, an benen JEfus deutlih dag Enbe nod
bet Sebjeiten feiner Jlinger ertwartet, umjudeuten, gebe idh nidht ein.v (&. 263.)
Ferner: ,Der Chiliadmus ijt theologifd) ebenfo unbhaltbar tvie ber Gedbanfe bes
feligen 3mwifdensufanded” (& 306) Irogdem ,bad Teue Tefta-
ment die beiben Gebanfen vertritt, beren Nebeneinander im Shpitjudentum jur
Jbee ded Bwifdhenuftandes fiihrter (&. 186), ,mup der Lehre vom Jwwifdhen:
suftanbe ber Ub{chied gegeben merden”. (&.150.) Bon einem feligen (und un:
feligen) Jivijhenguftanbe ju veben, hat feinen Sinn, weil ja mit dem Qeibe die
Seele ftirbt! ,MNidht nur ber Letdb, audy die Seele bedarf der Wuferwedungs
(©. 116), obiwohl ,man unitht leugnen fann, daf der Seelenglaube ber Religiomen
fidh aud in der Bibel finbet und eine Reibe von Bibelworten geftaltet hat — bdie
Qehrautoritit der Bibel swingt alfo einbeutig ju bem Gebanfen des Fortlebens
Der Seele nad)y dem FTober. (S.91.) LWas Tehrt Wlthaus iiber ben endlichen,
ewigen Audgang ber Menfdhheit? ,Drel ver{chicdene Julunftdbilder trdgt bie
bogmatijde Liberlieferung und ju: Dden dualiftifhen Wusdgang in eiviged Qeben
und etwigen Tod, die Vernidtung der Heillofen, die Wieberbringung aller.” ,E8
ift beseichnend, dafy jede der brei gemannten Rehren Gedanfen ber Heiligen Schrift
fitr fih anfithren fann.» ,Wir miiffen beide edanfen, den bed boppelten
Auggangd und den der Upofataftafis, bilden” (von und unterfiridhen). ,Die
driftlide E8datologie fann auf den Gebanfen eined mibglihen doppelten
Ausdganges bder Menfdbheitsgeidichte nidht bverzidhten um bder Getviffens:
erfahrung an Ghriftus willen.# ,Die Lehre von ber Upofataftafis oder Wieber=
bringung, tvenn fie den Anfprud) madt, exihbpfende Befdhreibung ded Ended su
fein, ift und bleibt BVortwik” ,Fr. Traub erflirt e8 flir unmbglich, die Wpo-
fataftafis und ben doppelten usgang sugleid ju veriveten. . .. Gewif fann nur
bag eine tvabr fein. Wber die Eunifdheidbung, weldhes das tabhre ift, fteht fiir
unfer Denfen aus, b8 bie Ciigteit hereindbridht.” (V. Kap.) LBad lehrt alfo Alt=
Haud iiber diefe Hodhit toichtige Frage? Jum Lehrbuch luthervifdher, Hiblifdher
Theologie tangt dies Bud) nidht. Dajzu ift €3 aud) nidht gejdhrieben. Althausd twill
fein ,Biblizifts fein. — Ein feiner Sat finbet fich auf Seite 321: ,So ift €8 benn
wirfli® aud in unfever Frage frudtbaver, dem Geheimnis ber LRiebe
nadsufinnen, alg fih an der formalen Dialeftif von Jeit und Cwigleit mitbe
3u renmen und found ju foken.’ Man denft {ih in der Tat miibe, wenn man
bie Gedanfenn der neueren Theologen (Althausd eingefdhiofien) iiber den Begriff
Givigleit, Den fie {o wenig wie toir andern zeitgebundenen Menfden erfaffen fnnen,
naddenfen will, Th Cngelder.

Our Priceless Heritage. A Study of Christian Doctrine in Contrast
with Romanism. By Henry M. Woods, D. D., LL. D. Marshall, Mor-
gan & Scott, Ltd.,, London. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand
Rapids, Mich. 204 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.50.

An excellent comparison of the Catholic and Protestant doctrine re-
garding the Church, the Bible, Apostolic Succession, the Pope, the Sacra-
ments, Confession, Life after Death, Celibacy, Church and State. Of special
value are the many exact quotations from the resolutions of Trent and
other Catholic documents and the Scripture-proof for the opposite, Protes-
tant, position. The hook takes an uncompromising stand on the authority
of Seripture and on the doctrine of justification as a free gift of God. On
the Sacraments the author reveals his Reformed training, denying not only
transubstantiation, but the real presence of Christ in the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Table. TH. GRAEBNER.
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Die Weltanjdanungen bder Neugeit, Wllgemein bverfiandlidy bdavgeftellt von
Dr. $ansg Hofer. Woblfeile BVolfsausgabe, Glberfeld, BVerlag ,Die
Yuer, 1934, 519 Seiten 934 X6, Preis: RM. 4.80.

Jn biefem ftattlichen und fdhdn gedrudten Band erfdeint et in dritter Wuf:
Tage der britte Teil bon Hofers ,Weltanfdhauung im Laufe der Jeit’. Cr um:
Jhliefst bie Dauptipiteme der Philofobhic von Jafod Bihme (+ 1624) bis auf
NAnthropofophie unbd andere neuefte Erideinungen. Nidht eigentlich) eine Gefdhichte
ber neucren Philofophie, befpridht ber Band bie Weltanidauungen, die fidh) aus
bent neuteven Spftemen etgeben, und vor alfem die BWerithrungen diejer Syjteme
mit ber Meligion. Fitr den ebangelifden Theologen ikt fich faum ein Wert
benfen, bag auf Deffere 2Weife in die Gebanfengdnge cinfiihrt, die der heutigen
fultur jugrunde liegen. Und die Kritif, die itberall angebradht wird, fupt auf
driftlider f1berzeugung. Der Magitadb bed Chriftentums ivird angelegt, und die
Syfteme mit hren WeltanfGauungen toerben danad) beurteilt, Dr. Hofer hat fich
tief eingelefent in bie Gedanfenreihen ber neueren Philofophen und ftellt mit groper
Sddrfe nidht nur die Hauptziige der verfchicbenen Syjteme, {onbern aud ihre
Maingel ang Lidht. Die fithrenden Geifter der lehten vier Fahrhunderte werden
in ihren Hauptgedanfen {fizziert, und swar ge{dhieht bas ohne Ubjtridh, immer
geredht unbd oft in den etgenen Worten biejer Vhilofophen felbft. Dann die Kritif,
bie fadlidy, rubig, aber nidtsdeftoiveniger einjdneidend erfolgt. Dem Rezenfenten
ift die iiberaus lidhtbolle BVehandlung ber Spefulation Shinozas, Kants, SHleier=
madhers, Loges, Sdhopenhaners, Comtes, BVergjons und der modernen Theofophie
aufgefallen. Seiner Aufgabe trew, bietet ber Band befonders aud) reidhed Material
sur Beurteilung praftifder und politijdher Crideinungen, wie des franzbfifden
Materialidmus, Rouffeaus, ved Sojzialbemofraten Marg, dann aud) der Beein-
fluflung der Politif durd) den Jbealidmus und {Hlieplih des Nationalinzialidmus
odet Der Najzibetvequng. BVon erftaunlidher Gritndlidhfeit, bei aller populiren Dat-
ftellung, seugen bdie bjdnitte, in denen bdie meueren offulten ober myftifden
Syfteme behanbdelt iverben, oie die Darftellung ber bizarren Gebanfen eined
Dacque und ded Vitalismus, wie er in Hang Driefd hervoriritt, Die Grldu=
terungen 3u den Gedanfen Oswald Spenglers (,lintergang desd Ubendlanbes”)
gehbren ju den {dinften Vartien. Mit den Syftemen frangbfijher, englijder unbd
amerifanijder Denfer hat ficdh der BVerfafier offenbar wenig befdaftigt, und e ent-
fpridht bas Bud) daher nidht genau feinem Titel. AIB allgemeinberftindlide Dar=
jtellung deutfder Weitridge sur neueren Philofophie ift ihm wobhl nidhtd anbderes
an die Seite gu ftellen. Der Preid iff duberft niedrig gefeht.

Th Grdidbner.

The Call to Service. By C. 0. Solberg, Gustavus Adolphus College.
Augsburg Publishing House. 148 pages, 514 X73,. Paper covers.
Referring to the “extensive and varied movements toward unification™
which have prevailed in recent years, the author, an instructor in Chris-
tianity at Gustavus Adolphus College of the Augustana Synod, states in
his preface that “the pages following are an effort at least to estimate the
essential nature of the situation as it confronts the Lutheran Church in
the United States and the convictions and influences that dominate, and
make not merely for external unification, but for spiritual unity as well.”
After dwelling briefly on the growth of the various Lutheran bodies in the
United States, the author attacks “The Question Proper,” the controversy
on election and conversion which has agitated the Lutheran Church ever
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gince 1880. “Without entering upon any critical analysis of the position
assumed by the Synodical Conference or any one involved in the contro-
versy, we shall proceed to the matter in hand upon its objective merits,
in no desire to reprove or correct, were such a thing within our capacity.”
(P.42.) Having characterized Calvinism and synergism and rejected both,
he continues: “As between these extremes a sound Lutheran view seeks
to acknowledge the Scripture that shuts all flesh under sin, acknowledges
the sufficiency of grace, and as such consents to stand mute in the presence
of that which God hath kept within His own judgment or bosom. When,
however, in the effort to objectivize this truth, which it is most essential
to objectivize, the reasoning comes to such terms as are used by Dr. Pieper,
the very intellectual cast of the statement lends Calvinizing suggestion.
Too great an injection of rational logic must so result.” (P.43.) TUn-
doubtedly the author refers to Dr. Pieper’s formula Cur alii, alii non?
Yet that is not Dr. Pieper’s term, but the term employed time and again
in the Formula, of Concord, to which the author subscribes. And un-
fortunately the author does not inform us just where there is too great
an injection of rational logic. The “Calvinizing suggestion” in Dr. Pieper’s
statement is brought out as follows in one of the paragraphs immediately
following: “If the conception that ‘there is no such thing as dissimilar
conduct’ be pressed to its extreme, it at least leads [lends?] itself to
a Calvinistic conclusion.” (P.43.) We should be interested to learn
just where Dr. Pieper made such a statement and who gives any one the
right. to press an expression to its extreme, unless the author himself does
that. The author continues: “The result to the common man is the same
as if he accepted the fatalism of Calvin’s view, a notion which easily
becomes the reason for spiritual indifference or spiritual inactivity. This
conclusion may in its way be just. The view set forth by Dr. Pieper is
clear and sound. But sound principle stated in extreme form may lead
to wrong inferences.” (Again we ask: Where is the extreme form in
Dr. Pieper’s statements?) “And here we are close upon the second
criticism, that the Synodical Conference treatment, however essentially cor-
rect, is in danger of setting aside human nature.” Before taking up this
point, the author rejects the “intuituw fidei formula” in no uncertain terms.
Continuing on page 54, he says: ‘“The principle of salvation by grace
alone can readily be carried too far. It may be so stressed as to make
grace effective irrespective of human participation.” Question: Just to
what extent was there human participation on the part of Lazarus when
his dead body was brought back to life by the gracious, effective, mighty
word of Jesus? On page 65 we are given the information that “the pre-
destination controversy in the American Church has developed a more
definite apprehension of spiritual death.” We agree, but we do not agree
with the “apprehension” outlined by the author. He writes: “Spiritual
death is a blight and a perversion affecting all human faculties and the
physical man as well. Its deadly nature in spite of all the susceptibilities
of the human person is made distinet in the fact that the ‘possibility’
of conversion lies in the fact that conversion is ‘a change of man’s mind,
heart, and will, wrought by the Holy Spirit, so that man is able through
such operation of the Holy Spirit to accept proffered grace’ Thus the
Lord Jesus says: ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock.’ The opening
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of the door would mean simply a ceasing of opposition. Only by the
active entrance of Jesus, of divine grace, can any change be brought about
in the nature of man.” (P.65.) The author correctly teaches that man
is spiritually dead. Yet the conversion of this spiritually dead man is
made possible by a change enabling him to accept proffered grace, to open
the door, to cease opposition. That, however, is not yet conversion, but
makes conversion only possible. The Lord Jesus still stands without and
still knocks. A man not yet converted therefore has already received the
ability to cease opposition, to open the door to Jesus. Is this man, then,
no longer spiritually dead? Yes, says the author. No, says the author.
No, for man spiritually dead is now “able to accept proffered grace.”
That surely presupposes spiritual life, at least a change from spiritual
death to a state in which one has the spiritual ability, power, to open
a door, hence that man must be alive, changed. Is he, then, no longer
spiritually dead? Yes, says the author; for “only by the active entrance
of Jesus, of divine grace, can any change be brought about in the nature
of man.” We are truly sorry to see the author floundering about in the
quicksands of Latermannianism. He does not want to be a synergist, he
abhors synergism, and still he teaches plain, unvarnished synergism in
order to “avoid the danger of setting aside human nature” (p.43). Would
Jesus have found it necessary to give life to Lazarus if Lazarus had been
able to open the door for Him? Right here is one of the points which
should be carefully and prayerfully considered and studied by all con-
cerned in the interest of the unity of the Lutheran Church. If right here
an agreement can be reached on the basis of Scripture, the chief obstacle
to unity and an outward cooperation of all the Lutheran bodies will have
been removed. For this we long and pray. THEO. LAETSCH.

Charles W. Abel of Kwato. Forty Years in Dark Papua. By his son
Russell W. Abel, M. A. Introduction by Chas. R. Erdman, D. D.
Fleming H. Revell Co., New York. 255 pages, 5% X8%, with
index. Price, $2.00. Order through Concordia Publishing House,
St. Louis, Mo.

Unkulunkulu in Zululand. By Andrew Burgess. Dedicated to the
Torch-bearers in Dark South Africa. The Board of Foreign Mis-
sions, Minneapolis, Minn. 263 pages, 53 X8, with map, statistics,
bibliography. Price, $1.00. Order through Concordia Publishing
House, St. Louis, Mo.

These are two timely, instructive, and interesting books on missions,
which deserve recommendation especially to pastors and teachers as source
books for missionary studies and addresses. The first is an excellent
biography of Missionary Charles W. Abel, who for forty years labored
among the primitive people of New Guinea (Papua). Students of missions
know how hard it was for the first Christian missionaries to gain a foot-
hold on these islands. With the last of the great missionary pioneers on
New Guinea, James Chalmers, who finally was slain and eaten by the
cannibals thirty years ago, Charles Abel was associated for eleven years.
But the work of the undaunted Lawes, MacFarlane, Chalmers, Abel, and
others proved that even cannibals can be transformed into intelligent and
useful Christians by the preaching of the Gospel. The dangers and dif-
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ficulties which Abel encountered in his work make up the bulk of this
absorbing narrative, which gives an account also of the heroism and for-
titude of the missionary’s young bride, who by her faith and common sense
was of great assistance in many instances in winning the good will of the
natives. The story is told by his son, who was born in New Guinea thirty
years ago, was educated by his mother amid primitive surroundings, and
finally graduated from Cambridge University. Mrs. Abel with her two
sons and two daughters are now engaged in mission-work in Iastern
Papua. The volume is attractively illustrated from photographs and
drawings and thus gives a most realistic picture of the hard pioneering
days in “dark Papua.” As reports show, it has already gained for itself
a large circle of friends, and certainly om account of the valuable in-
formation which it supplies and the deep interest which it creates every-
where in Foreign Mission work it deserves the great appreciation with
which it has been received. —

Unkbulunkulu in Zululand, by Andrew Burgess, brings the important
cause of Foreign Missions very near to the hearts of Lutheran readers; for
here we meet with the first Lutheran missionaries in Zululand, or Natal,
in Eastern South Africa. Before the author wrote the book, he visited with
the missionaries, inspected their flelds, learned from them the story of the
founding of Lutheran missions in Natal, and finally had his manuseript
examined and corrected by men in the African mission area. The result
of this painstaking labor is a mission-story which is as fascinating as
it is instructive. The religion of the Zulus (Unkulunkulu is the “Great
Great,” who after creation left the world with its inhabitants; but who
created the “Great Great” the Zulus do not know), their age-old tradi-
tions, their strange customs and conventions, their superstitions and vices,
and finally also their acceptance of the Gospel in ever larger numbers,
the self-sacrificing work of Schreuder, a true missionary hero, of Nils and
Hans Astrup and their devoted followers,—all these things are vividly
described in this handsome volume. Scores of pictures and illustrations,
including a map of Natal, statistics of Lutheran missions among the Zulus,
a roster of Norwegian missionaries now laboring in the field, and last,
but not least, a very helpful bibliography on mission-work in Africa and,
in particular, in Natal, enhance the value of the book. The reviewer read
the book from cover to cover and with unabating interest perused it for
a second time. Volumes like the two just named will go far in making
Christian people mission-minded, if they have access to them. There is no
reason whatever why our people should not be made acquainted with good
mission literature, especially with the fine Men and Missions Series which
our Publishing House has provided under the editorship of Dr. L. Fuer-
bringer. J. T. MUELLER.

Under His Wings. By 0. Hallesby, Ph. D., professor in the Independent
Theological Seminary, Oslo, Norway. Augsburg Publishing House,
Minneapolis, Minn. 177 pages. Price, $1.00. Order through Con-
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

The author says in his preface: “There are some Christians who are
never troubled by difficulties of any kind. There is an atmosphere of
matter-of-courseness, I might even say cock-sureness, about their Chris-
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tian life. This book has perhaps very little to offer them. It has been
written for the many believing Christians who from time to time are
filled with dismay at the Word of the Lord and who almost continually
feel weary and discouraged in their struggle against sin. And it is my
prayer to God that some of these fainting souls will find a bit of sur-
cease, a brief period of respite, in the reading of this book. If it will
also help some one here and there to abide under His wings, my purpose
in writing this book will have been accomplished.” There is no doubt
that the author’s hopes will be abundantly fulfilled. It is a book for the
quiet hour; and a quarter hour spent on one of the meditations offered
will do every Christian good, particularly if he spends the other three
quarters of the quiet hour in reading the Word itself. The definite state-
ment that this is what the author means when he speaks of “seeking still-
ness before the face of the Lord” comes rather late in the book, in the
rarely fine chapter on Mary and Martha (p.135 ff.). The author’s ex-
planations are sometimes strange (e.g., of faith, p.117) and had better
been cast in Biblical form. At times the desirable clarity is lacking,
a mystic communion with God without the Word seems to be suggested,
a turning of the soul to God before conversion, ete. Bible quotations are
taken from a revised version, for mo apparent reason. It is a beautiful
book, bound in blue cloth, with silver imprint and picture of Jesus and
Nicodemus. TuEo. HoYER.

Bible History References. Vol.I. Old Testameni. By F. Rupprechi.
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 460 pages, 514 X73.
Price, $2.50.

We gladly welcome this new and enlarged edition of the Bible History
References and urge all our readers to procure a copy at their earliest
opportunity. We have used the second edition for a number of years, have
turned to it times innumerable, and have invariably found it a reliable
book of information. Time and again we have found trustworthy informa-
tion on questions that are not even touched upon in similar books of ref-
erence and satisfying solutions of vexing problems which other books
simply ignore. To those readers who have used the book we need only to
say that 104 pages have been added and many paragraphs rewritten;
hence it would pay to buy this edition even if one has the older edition.
To those who are not acquainted with Pastor Rupprecht’s book we can
give no better advice than to order a copy at once and make diligent use
of it in their preparation of the Bible histories. We know that they will
be thankful to the author for his painstaking work. THEO. LLAETSCH.

Eighth Comvention of the Southern Nebraska District. 1934. 24
pages, 7%, %X10%,. Price, 15 cts. Order from Mr. Karl Ehlers, Gar-
land, Nebr.

This report is issued as No. 9, Vol. 21, of the Southern Nebraska Dis-
trict Messenger, fifteen pages being devoted to the English report and nine
to the German. Besides a very timely address by President H. E. Meyer
on 1 Cor. 16,13 and the usual committee reports, which are given in both
languages, the report offers a very instructive essay in the German lan-
guage by Dr. P. E. Kretzmann on the Fifth Petition. THEO. LAETSCH.
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Proceedings of the Seventeenth Convention of the Southern Illimois
District of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States.
Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 93 pages, 6 X8%,. Price,
13 ects.

This pamphlet, printed with the customary care of our Publishing
House, in self-cover and therefore offered at a low price, contains two ex-
cellent doctrinal essays. The first, “Missionary Forward Endeavor in the
Light of the Book of Acts,” was delivered by Prof. Theo. Hoyer of the
St. Louis Seminary. It offers a comprehensive and practical discussion of
the doctrinal basis, the object, the means, the workers, and many other
factors which are essential for the proper conducting of Lutheran mis-
sions. — The second essay, “Gideon, der Erretter,” was delivered by the
Rev. Ernst Berthold. It presents the history of that great judge of the
children of Israel, with constant practical applications to present-day con-
ditions. Every pastor who is keeping up his files of synodical reports will
want to have this number. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Proceedings of the Eighteenth Convention of the Central Xllinois
District of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States.
1934, 87 pages, 6X9. DPrice, 15 ects. Order from the Secretary,
Pastor E.C. Wegehaupt, 1120 E. Orchard St., Decatur, IIL

This report, printed as a number of the Central Illinois District Bul-
letin, contains in full, besides the customary husiness transactions, the
doctrinal essay delivered by Prof. Walter Albrecht of the Springfield
Seminary. His subject was “Modernism and the Doctrine of the Person
and Office of Christ.” Naturally he did not handle the false teachers with
kid gloves, but revealed their denial of the truth in the most unequivocal
and uncompromising way. The author offers copious quotations from the
writers on the modernistic side as well as from those who oppose these
soul-destroying errors. It might be well to present some of this material
in the voters’ meeting or before the men’s club. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Thirty-Third Annual Convention of the Associated Lutheran Char-
ities, July 10—13, 1934, at Chicago, Ill. 78 pages, 5X9. Bound in
heavy paper. Price, 50 cts., postpaid. Order from the Rev.dJ. H.
Witte, 304 Tuscola Road, Bay City, Mich.

The spirit of this report is indicated by the leading statements in the
president’s address on “Duty” and in the paper by the Rev. H. F. Wind on
“Practical Christianity at Work in the Social Order.” The latter speaker
stated: “It is the one great task of Christianity, particularly Christianity
in its organized form, to broadcast the good news of man’s salvation from
sin, that men everywhere might be transformed into children of God.”
The topics of other papers were: “Problems of the Modern Family,”
“Volunteers in Church-work,” “Social Pathology,” “Principles of Social
Case Work.” It is necessary for the Lutheran pastor to ke acquainted
with at least the fundamental principles of Christian sociology, and this
pamphlet will be of great value in guiding his thinking.

P. E. KRETZMANN.
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Clip. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 1934. 32 pages, 6X9.
Price, 15 cts.

This little publication, bound in flexible paper covers, is unpreten-
tious, but helpful. It is issued in response to numerous requests to fur-
nish busy pastors “filler” material for their parish-paper and the Sunday
bulletin and striking sentences for the church’s bulletin-board. The pam-
phlet contains short, pithy sentences, little meaty paragraphs, and brief
poems, carefully selected and well adapted for the purpose indicated. From
the foreword we take over the last two sentences: “The book closes with
some items of more direct reference to synodical work. Most of the ma-
terial we offer is original.” W. ARNDT.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

From the Rodeheaver Company, Chicago and Philadelphio: —

Triumphant Service Songs. An all-purpose book, prepared to meet
the requirements of every department of church-work. Compiled by Homer
A. Rodeheaver, George W. Sanville, Yumbert P. Rodeheaver, and Joseph N.
Rodeheaver. 288 pages, 6X8%. Price, 50 cts., postpaid.

From Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, London, and Hdinburgh: —
The Venture of Belief. A letter from N. S. D. to T. H. S. With in-
troduction by Samuel M. Shoemaker. 54 pages, 5X7%,. Price, $1.00.
Speaking Boldly. Essay-Sermons. By Roy Freeman Jenney. With
a foreword by John McDowell. 128 pages, 5X7%,. Price, $1.25.

The Commandments of Christ. By Frank L. Gosnell. With a fore-
word by Oleland B. McAfee. 61 pages, 5X7Y,. Price, 75 cts.

From Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, Minn.: —
The Stories Jesus Told. Thirty of the parables Jesus told. 31 pages,
4X6. Price, 25 cts.
From Wm. B. HEerdman’s Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich.: —
Romance of Fire. By Paul Hutchens. 254 pages, 5% X73%,. Price,
$1.00.

Concordia Collection of Sacred Choruses and Anthems for More
Ambitious Choral Organizations. No.44. The Beatitudes. For mixed
voices. By Matthew N. Lundquist. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis,
Mo. 18 pages, 7X10. Price, 70 cts.

NOTICE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.

In order to render satisfactory service, we must have our current mailing-list correct.
The expense of maintaining this list has been materially increased. Under present regula-
tions we are subject to a “fine’” on all parcels mailed to an incorrect address, inasmuch as
we must pay 2 cents for every notification sent by the postmaster on a parcel or periodical
which ig undeliverable because no forwarding address is available or because there has been
a change of address. This may seem insignificant, but in view of the fact that we have
subscribers getting three or more of our periodicals and considering our large aggregate
subscription list, it may readily be seen that it amounts to quite a sum during a year;
for the postmaster will address a notification to each individual periodical. Our sub-
scribers can help us by notifying us — one notification (postal card, costing only 1 cent)
will take care of the addresses for several publications. We shall be very grateful for
your cooperation.

Kindly consult the address label on this paper to ascertain whether your subscription
has expired or will soon expire. “May 85’ on the label means that your subscription has
expired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly in order to avoid interruption
of service. It takes about two weeks before the address label can show change of address
or acknowledgment of remittance.

When paying your subscription, please mention name of publication desired and exact
name and address (both old and new, if change of address is requested).

Concorpia PusrLisuing House, St, Louis, Mo.



