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Verbeutiung der Changelien und fonjtiger Teile ded Neuen Tejtaments,
von pert erffen AUnfingen 613 Luther. SHerausgegeben in Gemeinjdaft
mit Gerhard Brudmann, Friyg Jilider und Willy
Qitdtfe vou Hansd Vollmer. Hamburg. 1935 Wfademifde Ber=
lagsgefellfdhaft thenaion, Potsbam. 293 Seiten 61, X9%%. Mit einer
Beigabe: Curiose Biblica. Preig: RM. 24.

Bu den in fritheren Jahrodngen diefer Jeitidhrift befprodhenen Monographien
diefer Serie gefellt fich diefer Band in dburdhaud wilrdiger und addquater Weife;
ja, 8 will ung {deinen, dap bie gange WUnlage und Darjtellung in diefem BWanbde
bie fritheren nody faft itberirifft. Die Plalmeniiberfegung ift bereits behanbdelt
und die paulinijchen Briefe jum Teil, und der borliegendbe Banbd bietet nun aus-
getdhlte Perifopenabiduitte aus dem Neuen Teftament mit Proben von ber=
fegungen, von der Vulgata an, durd) die Jahrhunbderte Hinburd) Hi8 auf bdie
Wormfer und Jitricher Bidel. Diefe Tabellen fiillen allein 209 Seiten, mit dben
folgenden Terten: Qui 2, 1—14; Jobh. 2, 1—11; Matth. 2, 1—12; 9, 1—8; Joh.
5, 1—9; Upoft. 2, 1—11; Jaf 3, 14—18; 1 Petr. 4, 12—14; Wpof. 14, 15,
Den Anhang ded Wanbed bilbet ein bon brei Bildtafeln begleiteter Beitrag jur
Kunftge{dichte, in dem bisher unbefannted Material aud ber Fiille der mittel=
afterlichen JUuftrationen der Jehn Gebote ordmend und fidhtend vorgelegt mwird.
Syeder Theolog, der fich nodh einigermaken intenfib mit der deutidhen Bibel befaht,
tird biefe Stubien Dberiidfidhtigen miifjen. P.EC Kregmann,

The Book of Revelation. A series of outline studies in the Apocalypse
by James H. McConkey. Silver Publishing Society, Bessemer Build-
ing, Pittsburgh, Pa. 96 pages, 4X6%.

A short commentary on Revelation based upon the theory that this
book is simply an unfolding of the 24th chapter of Matthew. The writer
assumes that the Seventh Trumpet is identical with the Seven Vials and
that the Seventh Seal is identical with the Seven Trumpets. He gets into
trouble with this scheme when chapters 7, 11, 12, 13, 14, 17, 18 appear
detached from the system just outlined and must be treated as “insets.”
The author is a believer in a literal millennium in which (literally) a small
child will lead the wild beasts. The entire Apocalypse is made to refer
to the events immediately preceding the Second Advent.

TH. GRAEBNER.

Jesus and the Word. By D. Rudolf Bultmann, University of Marburg.
Translated by Louise Pettibone Smith and Erminie Huniress, Welles-
léy College, Wellesley, Mass. 1934. Charles Scribner’s Sons, New
York, London. 226 pages, 5X7%,. Price, $2.00.

When this book appeared in Germany, it bore the title Jesus. Since
Professor Bultmann’s aim is not so much to tell the story of Jesus’ life
as to give the reader an understanding of the message of our Lord, the
American translators, who, as far as we can judge, did their work well,
were justified in changing the title. The author is a New Testament
scholar and a Barthian. In the former capacity he belongs to the school
which sponsors the so-called formgeschichtliche Methode of Gospel criti-
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cism. His book Die Geschichie der synopiischen Tradition, the second
edition of which appeared in 1931, is one of the chief works published
by the exponents of this type of Gospel-study. Whoever has read the
book just mentioned will not be surprised when he finds the author in
the present work, though admitting the historicity of Jesus, denying or
questioning the genuineness of numerous utterances attributed to Christ
by the apostles, utterances on whose authenticity textual ecriticism does
not throw a shadow of doubt. Hence the gospels are to him not only
not infallible, but not even reliable human documents, and in his view
it is only through careful sifting and the application of severe, sharp-
cutting, critical canons that one can with some degree of certainty arrive
at what Jesus actually said. It is with a sad heart that we report sueh
an outrageous treatment of God’s holy Word.

Strange to say, as a Barthian the author belongs to a school which
in its teaching gives much prominence to the concept “Word of God.”
In the book before us, it is true, this feature is not very evident. What
are the chief elements in the message of Jesus according to Professor Bult-
mann? The imminence of the Kingdom is proclaimed. A decision for
adherence to the Kingdom is demanded, which decision is the same as
repentance. The Kingdom can simply be described as eschatological de-
liverance. It must be admitted, says Professor Bultmann, that Jesus
had wrong notions about the Last Day and the Judgment, sharing the
erroneous conceptions of His contemporaries. But He did not accept the
futilities contained in the apocalyptic literature of the age, for instance,
in 4 Ezra. But Jesus expected the Jewish nation to receive special honors
in the new era. What is important, however, iy not the “mythological”
coloring of His terminology, but the core of His teaching: the call for
a decision in view of the coming of the Kingdom. As for man, he is able
to make the right choice when he has to decide whether to belong to the
Kingdom or not.—Jesus accepted the Old Testament Seriptures, but in
preaching the will of God, which has to be obeyed, He differentiates in
the Scriptures between what is absolutely binding and what is less man-
datory. He therefore does not view the Scriptures as a rule for us in
every point. God intends men themselves to see what He requires of
them, what in the Scriptures must be followed and what may be dis-
regarded. Realizing that he is confronted with the necessity of a decision,
a person will be able to determine which way his choice should fall. It is
misunderstanding Jesus to think that He insists on our pauperizing our-
selves, on celibacy, and fasting. — Like the Old Testament, Jesus insists
on love toward the meighbor, not specifying at length what this implies,
since everybody knows it. The view of Schweitzer and others that Jesus
taught an interim-ethic, an ethic which was to obtain merely for what
He erroneously supposed to be a short period, the time between the pro-
mulgation of the message and the coming of the Judgment, is rejected
by our author. Speaking of the conception of God which Jesus pro-
claimed, Professor Bultmann holds that God was to Jesus both distant
and close at hand, present and future — a matter quite self-evident to
every Bible Christian. He concedes that Jesus accepted miracles and
the efficacy of prayer, but he denies that faith meant to Jesus what it
meant to Paul and John, a belief in the message of redemption. He ai-
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firms that Jesus by faith signified merely the trust, exhibited in par-
ticular moments of need, that God is almighty and will help. On the
question of sin Jesus taught, according to Professor Bultmann, that man
is entirely helpless, a condemned creature, and has to rely on the pardon
of God. That Jesus’ sacrifice is the foundation of the forgiveness of God
is something that Jesus Himself did not teach, says Professor Bultmann,
thus wounding the Christian religion in its very heart.— We have en-
deavored to give the reader some idea of what this Barthian negative
critic teaches. Quite sympathetically we may read those sections of the
book in which a sickly sentimentalism, the tenets of a self-satisfled, easy-
going religious Liberalism, and the false humanism, which glorifies the
creature at the expense of the Creator, are branded as not representing
the teachings of Christ. But on the whole its views are by the deepest
chasm imaginable separated from Secriptural truth. For those who wish
to acquaint themselves a little with the lines of thought and the termi-
nology of Barthianism it may prove a welcome aid. W. ARNDT.

Die Rivdpe: ihr Amt, ihr Reglment, Grundlegende Sife mit durdgehender
Besugnahme auf die Symbolifdhen Bitder der lutherijGen Kivde. Von
Theodbofiug Harnad, weiland Dofior und ordentlihem Profefjor
ber Theologie in Grlangen. Niirnberg, 1862. Unaftatijder Nadhdrud,
1934, @, Berteldmann, Gittersloh, 90 Seiten. Preid: M. 1.50.

Jme Geleitivort gur Neuheraudgabe diefer Sdrift Heifyt ed: ,LWenn dies theo-
Iogifdje Schriftden nady fiebsig Jabhren aufd neue erfdheint, o mup ed jGon den
Anjprudy erheben, und in unfern KLimpfen und Mithen wm die Kirde widhtige
Dienfte zu leifter.” Unb wirflih hat TH. Harnad, eimer der wenigen, die 3u
feiner Zeit nadhdritclich auf SQuther Hintoiefen, der aud) gegen mande Wbveidhung
pom lutherijhen Befenninid friftig Beugnids ablegte, in Ddiefem Biidhlein aud
unferer Zeit manded ju fagen. €8 herr{dht nod) immer Unflarheit in der Lehre
pon ber Kirdhe. Man bhat nod) nidt allerfeits gelernt, dap die Kirde wnidhis
anbered ift alg die Gemeinbe der wabrhaft Gliubigen. Wa8 bie gegentvirtigen
firhliden RKdampfe und Wirven in Deut{dland betrifft, {o follten die Deutiden,
Bolf und Fithrer, fidh von Harnad jagen lafjen, dap ,Hievardidmus und Wuto-
fratismus, lefterer al8 Dder cifareopapiftifdie ober der bemofratifdie, diefenigen
Formen der Verfaffung find, die bem Wefen der reformatorifhen Kirde vider=
ftrebeny, &€.79, baf ,eine joldhe Wermijdhung von RKivde und Welt, bel veldher
fich per Wille ber unter{diedslofen Mafle der Namendhriften . . . sur Norm in dber
Kirde aufwirfty, &. 31, und ,jedbe Mittlerihaft ber Kivche zu verwerfen ift, bet
per fie, ftatt Dienervin Chrifti su bletben, fih su feiner autonomen Stell=
pertreterin und jur Hevrin iiber die Gldubigen auflvicfty, &, 25, Vot
allen Dingen {ollte das jehige Gefdhlecht, Kivdjenovolf und Kivdenfithrer, fih su
SHerzen nehmen, wad Harnad {itber ,die pringipielle Vertoirrung bed Unionigs
mu 8 in feinen ver{dhiedenen Stufen (&.3) 3u fagen hat. Harnad will nidhis
dabon iviffen, dak alle Kirden gleihberechtigt feien, dap bdie ver{dyiebenen Kon-
feffionen fich gegenjeitig ergingen, dap Gott die Werfdhiedenartigleit derfelben
gewollt Habe, dap fie alfo al8 Sdhiweftern nebeneinander ftehen (Denominationas
{i8musg) ober in ihrer BVerfdyiedenbheit fih su einer Kivde sufammentun {ollen
(qu8getvadfener Unionidmus), Harnad protefiiert gegen €. Stanged Saf: ,Die
Pannigfaltigleit und Cigenart der Konfeffionen hat aud) im Jujammenhang ber
driftlichen Kirde thr Redht.” (Algemeine Eb.-Quth. Kirdengeitung, 18, Juli



78 Book Review. — Qiteratut,

1930.)  €r fagt: ,Die dupere Cinheit ift gebroden, weil die tnnerve fehlt
Die Siinbde hat dte Trennung in Konfeffionen berfhuldet. . . . Die
Sonfeffionen find getrennt, niht tveil fie ein berfdhiedened Kirchentum ober je ein
anbered donum YHaben, jonbern iveil fie im Wefen, im avedua, differievens,
€.82f Unbd ben Lutheranern fagt er: ,Die (utherifde Kirdje fann von threm
Glauben und ihrem Befenntnisd nidhts aufgeben, ohne thren
apoftolifden Charafter aufjugeben und auf ihren sfumenifdhen Be-
ruf ju berzidhien. Der Unioni8musd will niht die jentrale Stellung ded
futherifhen Glaubens und Befenniniffed sugeftehen und Teugnet, daf fie die Kirdhe
Des fdhriftgemiBen Befenniniffes ift.? (&, 88.) Gewify, wir Quiheraner wollen
Einheit und Cinigleit; wiv wollen Union. Wie fann fie evreidht werden? ,Die
lutherijhe Kirhe hat in joldhem Kampfe die heilige Blicht, . . . pofitiv die vedhte
Union an ihrem Teil ermbglidhen ju helfen. Sie Hat ju dem Gube nidt ein
Neues 3u fhaffen; . . . fie hat nur dag ihr intvohnende Pringip und die Subftans
ihred Glaubensd immer ireuer, wabhrer unbd voller durdhsufithren.s (&.90.) ,Sie
trdgt Da3 wahrhaft fatholifdhe Cinheits8band bder Kivde in fid”
(&. 84.) Migen {oldhe Sdte in der Kirde Deut{hlands und Ymeritad die wei-
tefte Berbreitung finben!

©8 findet fih nun aber audh, tie in ber Theologie Harnads itberhaupt, {o
audy in feiner Qehre bon der Kirdhe und dem Kirdhenvegiment mandes Verfehrte.
Das fHimmt niht mit dem Yutherijhen DBefenninis, dak ,bie RKirde fichtbar-
unfidtbarer Natur ijt*, bap ,mithin der wefentiiden Kivdhe Sihthavs=
teit jufommt, nidht blog afzefiori{d), {ondern notwendig, nidht nur folge:
weife, fonbern urjpriinglid” (&.16), baf ,die wefentlihe Kirde, wie fie
Artifel VII der Ungujtana bejdhreibt, nidt blof eine unfidhtbare iftv (S.87). 6t
hat nidht dad Befenntnis fitr fich, wenn evr .71 den ,grundjifliden In-
bependentidmus— in der Form der fouberdnen Gemeinde verwirft. Und
¢8 it durdaus unlutbherifd), durdausd toider die Sdrift, wenn er leugnet, daf bdie
Hutoritdt ded Kirdenvegiments ,eine blof menidhlid) begriinbete, aus dem Willen
per Gemeinde fammenbde” ift, fonbern behauptet, dap ,die Kirde dbamit den BVoben
ber Ordnung und des bievten Gebotd betritt”, daf fie ,al8 verfappte eine ju Nedht
beftehenbe, iz dhliche Obrigfeit DHat, der fie um Gotted willen Gehorfam
féhulbig ijt, foweit und o lange, al8 biefelbe nad) dem Willen Gottes rvegierts,
bad Deiht, nidhts ,contra evangelium‘ feftfest. (&.80f) Dag ift ber alte,
nod) beute friftige Jrrium, da die firdhlide Obrigfett in Mittelbingen ju be-
fehlen habe, baf, wie die Gltern und die Obrigleit, o aud) das Kirdenregiment
gefesgebende Uutoritdt Hhabe. Jn diefer von Harnad pertretenen Unfiht, dap
pem Kirdenregiment in Saden, die Gott freigelaffen hat, um be8 Gewiffend und
©ottes willen Gehorfam fdhuldig fei, liegen bie Wurzeln ded von Harnad in diefer
Sdyrift jdharf befimpften Romanigdmus. Und er verfiht {einen Sak, troydem er
felber erflivt: ,G3 liegt flav am Tage, daf unfer Befeuntnis bem Kirdjenvegiment
nur ein ius humanum vinbdiziert.” (&. 72, 80.) THh Engelder.

King of the Jews. By Mary Borden. Little, Brown & Co., Boston. 306
pages, 514X 8. With bibliography. Price, $2.50,

Mary Borden (Spear), born in Chicago, is the wife of Brigadier Gen-
eral E. L. Spear, who is now living in London and is devoting his time to
British politics as a Member of Parliament. Mother of four children, she,
during the World War, successfully managed a field hospital for the French
army, receiving in due time as a just reward a nmumber of distinguished
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French and British service and war medals (Legion of Homnor; Croix
de Guerre with star and palm; the Gilt Medal of Service de Santé; two
other British war medals). Already before the war she had visited Pales-
tine, studying zealously, yet critically the holy places where Christ lived,
performed His Messianic ministry, and died. A second visit in the Holy
Land, after the war, prompted her to add to her twelve previous, all rather
large and well-received volumes, this present one. The purpose of her new
project was to picture the Man Jesus so purely human that her readers
could visualize Him as a real human being, divested of all supernatural
elements, yet at the same time in such a manner that the later Pauline
(Petrine-Johannine) Christological doctrine, a gradual development of
course, could reasonably be explained. Setting about her task, Mrs. Spear
studied every available source and then, largely on the basis of the four
gospels, by a novel selective process, wrote her King of the Jews, vividly
and ingeniously (from the viewpoint of imaginative reason), but with the
result that her King of the Jews is not the divine-human Christ of the New
Testament, but a Mary Borden fiction, a homo deus factus, especially
through the efforts of Mary of Magdala, “an illiterate woman,” “brought up
in a brothel,” ‘“used by men as an animal,” “a dancing girl.” “famed for
her devilish beauty,” “soliciting men in the bazaars,” ete. (We cite this
to show what she does with Mary Magdalene; she does the same thing
with Jesus to develop Him into a King of the Jews.) The book is skil-
fully written, but it is just ome more pernicious volume on the pseudo-
religious book market that will keep unwary readers from seeing the
divine-human Redeemer of the world as God Himself pictures Him in His
Word, against which therefore a word of warning is in place. To this end
this review has been written. J. T. MUELLER.

Die Klaffifer der Religion. Hervausgegeben von Prof, Lie. theol. Guftad
Pfannmit{ler. Jehnter und elfter BVanbd: ,Luiher in Worten aud
feinen Werfen.” Vou Mavtin Radbe. NVandbenhoed & Rupredht, G-
tingen, XL und 402 Seiten 6X7Y%. Preid: Jn Pappbaub gebumnben,
M. 4.

Lor langer Jeit erjdien ein bierbindiged Weri, bad {ih nidht {elten in den
Bibliothefenn unfever dlteren Pajtoren und Profefioren fand, unter dem Fitel
#@eift aug Quthers Sdriften”, eine ,Qutherfonforbany”, wie e8 audy pielfad) ge-
nannt fourbe. BVon Rationaliften Heraudgegeben, bot e8 unter Stidhworten in
alphabetifdjer Rethenfolge Lutherausipriiche itber die betreffenden Gegenjtinde dar.
8 vermittelte oft Befanntidaft mit Quihers Gedanfen und Worten und wurbe
aud) ebenfo oft nlaf, weiter in Quihers vollftandigen Schriften nadzulefen. A
habe mebhr ald einen unferer theologifh weiterarbeitenben Paftoren getroffen, die
grofe Stilde auf biefed Wert hielten: Jofeph Sdymidt, H. Lem¥e und anbere. Un
biefed Werf badyte i), al8 i) bad obengenannte, {hon bor einer Reihe von ahren
audgegangene Werf mir ndher anfah. Der Herausgeber ift ein befannter {ibevaler
Theolog der Gegentvart, und feiner Theologie fann man in feiner Weife folgen;
aber et hat piel Quiher gelefen, audy eine Quiherbingraphie gefdhrieben, und eine
Frudt feined Quiherftudiums ift das vorliegende Wert, dad der fitr gebilbete Lefer
beftimmten Biierreihe ,Die Klaffifer der Religion” von Pfanumiiller eingereiht
ift. Jabe bemerft in der Borvede: ,E8 ift dboch {hon lange Her, daf Qutbher lebte
und {dried. Kein Wunbder, daf feine Wrt und fremd getoorben iff, in ber Form
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und oft audh in der Sadhe. Man barf fagen, er ift unter den grofen Unbefannten,
bie toie ble Sterne am Himmel unferer Geiftedivelt leuditen, einer der griften —
und unbefannteften. Getvif, twer fennt und nennt thn nidht? Wer toeth nidt
mandes von thm? Uber ihn felbft? (&S, IX.) Ein twahres Wort, dad audy in
Umerifa gilt, audy in unferer Shuode. Wit nennen uns nad) Quther, wir rith-
men ihn, wir feiern fein @edddhinisd; aber tver lieft ihn, wer ftudiert ihn? Wi
haben unfere groge Lutherausgabe, von ber aud) einzelne Banbe abgegeben iver:
Den; toir haben bdie pielem, mirflid) {hinen Ieineren Wudgaben, die in unfern
Beitfdyriften von Feit ju Jeit angezeigt iwerben; ivir Hhaben die gute englifche
Holman pder Philadelphia Edition, wenn fie audy hauptiddlich nur reforma:
tiondhiftorifhe Sdhriften dringt und die widhtigen und treffliden eregetifdhen unbd
homiletijhen Shriften Quthers iibergeht; toir haben Quihers gewvaltigfte Strveit:
jihrift, De Servo Arbitrio, und feinen unberginglihen ausfithriihen Kommentar
sum Galaterbrief in guten, billigen englifhen Separatausgaben. Wber wo finden
fte jih in Vfarversbibliothefen und werden gelefen fatt der minberwvertigen, oft
perfehrten, Debenflichen und jimmerliden rveformierten Qiteratur? Wus WUnlah
per im vorigen Jabhrgang diefer Beitjhrift erfdienenen ,RKleinen Studien ausd
pem Galaterbriefr {dhried ung ein dlterer Paftor einer Gropjtadigemeinde, der
immer theologifdh) weiterarbeitet, baf diefe Urtifel ihn ,Dbetvogen habem, Luihers
grofen fommentar orbentlih ju ftudieren. ,Voila un homme!* Offenbar habe
iy Qutbher b5 jett nod) gar nidyt vedyt gefannt”. Wber mehr al8 etnmal find miv
audy Artitel und Sdriften ju Gefidht gefommen aud lutherifden Kreifen, aud
aud unfern Kreifen, in denen die Verfaffer vor BVerfehutheiten, ja Sdhimldrmereien
bewafhet geblieben viven, mwenn jie fid) dburd) Juiber haifen aus ber Sdyrift be=
fehren faffen. Wie Suther aud) in dew die Welt jelst betvegenden fozialen, politi=
fhen und vfonomijden Fragen fo Verniinftiges und Nidhtiged ju {agen Hat, fann
Dem Lefer {o nebenbei D. Gugelbers Wrtifel in der leften Rumuner diefer Jeit{dhrift
JSRivde, Staat, Obrigleit, Volf, Raffe, Familte — und Gotted Wort” jagen. —
Diefer Unfenninis Quihers il der Hevaudgeber ded vorliegenden Werfed ent-
gegentreten, indem ev nad) einmer bierjig Seiten langen Cinleitung lauter Quther:
worte darbietet, und jtvar tetl in gefdhichtlicher, teild in fachlidher Umnorbnung.
Nnd darin befteht der Wert biefed Buded. hnlidh tvie in der obengenannten
Qutherfonfordany finben vir al§ Teile Ded Budhed unter anbern folgende: Der
redhtfertigenbe Glaube; Um die wahre Kivdhe; Gott und Chriftus; vom Worte Got-
ted; Taufe und bendbmahl; Wergpredigt; Von weltliden Ordnungen (und diefed
Kapttel gerfdllt in: Ghe und Haudjtand; Sdhule und Wiffenjdhaft; Handel und
Wandel; Obrigleit und Wehrftand; BVom Beruf) ; Gebet, Tod und ewiged Leben.
3 greife das Tekte RKapitel heraud. Da fjteht juerft — das Werf ift eben fiiv
gebilbete Qaten Deabfichtigt — ber Morgen= und Wbendfegen aud dem RKleinen
Katedhidmus, dann ein Wort ,Gott fieht und hort und” aud ber Kirdjenpoitille,
eine Yusfithrung iiber die zweite Bitte ausd Luihers ,Eine einfdltige Weife ju
beten®, {iber bie bierte Bitte aus dem Groflen Katedhidmus, Quihers Gebet auf
bem Peichetag ju Worms, ivie einer Luther beten Hovte (Beit Dietrid) in etnem
Briefe an Melandhthon), ein Stopgebet, ein Wort iiber Grhdrung aus den Tifd)-
reden und Luibhers Erildrung de8 Wmen. Dasd Kapitel itber Tod und eiviged
Qeben Yat folgende Stidhworte: TodeSangft und Todbedtroy; Darf man vor an=
ftedenben Kranfbheiten fliehen?; Der Tob eine Gribjung; Vom Trauern itber die
Toten; Der Tod ein SPhlaf; Vom naben Jiingften Tage; Ewige Vollendbung;
und ben Sdhluf madit Qutherd Tete ufzeidnung zwei Tage vbor feinem Tobde
und fein eingig {dhiines Stevbelied ,Mit Fried und Freud ih fahr’ dadhins
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Beim Durchblattern diefed Vuched blieb id) tmmer bHingen, toie es eben einem

gebt, wenn man LJuther fieft. Man fanun nidht von thm IoSTommen. Und in

jetnen LWerfen findbet man dann nod) {dhonere Worte, al8 Hier mitgeteilt find.
S Fitrbringer,

Lutheran Faith and Life. By M.Reu, D.D. The Lutheran Book Con-
cern, Columbus, O. 160 pages, 51, X7%. Price, $1.00. Order
through Concordia, Publishing House, St.Louis, Mo.

This hook is intended to serve as a manual for the instruction of
adult clagses. It combines in what seems to the reviewer a very happy
manner the Bible histories and the truths of the Catechism and brings
out in a manner at once clear and perfectly natural the doctrine of the
Trinity as one of the basic truths of the Bible. “To offer a comprehensive
view of the history of our salvation is the purpose of the first twelve
chapters of this book. The second half of the book offers an introduction
into “faith and life as it should normally grow out of this revelation of
God in sacred history; put, however, not in the terminology of dogmatics,
but in that of the Catechism and in a form that will be easily intelligible
and at the same time will appeal to the heart,” says the author in his
preface. We believe that the author has successfully carried out his plan.

The author states that he does not use dogmatical terminology. That
does not mean that he neglects thoroughness of indoctrination. As far as
we have read the book, his insistence on thorough indoctrination is appar-
ent everywhere. A sample may show his style and at the same time offer
an opportunity for ‘a few remarks. On page 92 we read: “By means of
such good news” (the Gospel) “He seeks to engender feith, justifying and
saving faith, within us. We call this faith a justifying and saving faith.
To rely on the omnipotence and goodness of God is also faith; but such
faith cannot save the sinner from the wrath of the Almighty. When the
Law, by uncovering sin, ingtils in the heart of man terror over his own
corruption and God’s certain Judgment, neither the power nor the good-
ness of God can offer comfort. While God is, beyond doubt, almighty and
good, He is also holy and must therefore abhor, reprove, and condemn sin.
Under such circumstances only He can help who has taken our sins upon
Himself as His own, has suffered the penalty and satisfied the wrath of
God. That One is Jesus Christ. All this He did for us by His sufferings,
death, and resurrection. Therefore the only justifying and saving faith
is the faith which trusts firmly that Jesus Christ has borne the penalty
for our sins and has transformed the relation of wrath between God and us
into a relation of peace and good will.” Very properly the author teaches
the distinction between faith in God’s power and goodness and saving faith.
In his definition of justifying faith we should rather have the last words
read: “and has transformed God’s relation of wrath toward us into a
relation of grace and peace toward us.” Without Christ’s work of redemp-
tion the relation of wrath between God and man is a mutual one. On God’s
part this relation of wrath toward man is through Christ’s redemptive
work changed into a relation of peace and good will. On man’s part his
relation of wrath toward God remains unaffected by Christ’s redemptive
work; that relation of man’s hatred toward God is changed only by faith
in the atoning work of Christ. The author’s words may be interpreted in
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a, manner which he would most assiwredly not sanction, that the relation
both of wrath and of peace and good will had been mutual even prior to
conversion. Omne need but to read his remarks on the nature and punish-
ment of sin, page 14, and the propagation of sin, page 17, to be convinced
that this was not the meaning of the author. THEO. LAETSCH.

Beauty for Ashes and Other Poems. By W.G. Polack. 56 pages,
4X71. Wm. B. Berdmansg Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich.
Price, 40 cts. Order from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

This appealing little booklet contains some genuine lyrical verse, and
it is mentioned here because twenty-seven of its forty-seven poems are of
the religious variety, that is, sacred lyrics. There is mueh simple beauty
in these verses, especially those connected with the festivals of the Church,
and the lover of poetry will not only enjoy the reading of this booklet,
but will most likely receive not a little edification from the study of many
of its offerings. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Report of the Eighteenth Regular Convention of the Norwegian
Synod of the American Evangelical Lutheran Church. The
Lutheran Synod Book Co., Bethany College, Mankato, Minn. 85 pages,
6X9%;. Price, 30 cts.

This report contains a very comprehensive survey and account of the
work being done by our Norwegian brethren in their 65 parishes, with ap-
proximately 8,000 souls, the reports of the Board of Regents of Bethany
College and of the Home Mission Board being particularly valuable for the
proper understanding of the work dome. Three papers were read before
the convention: Det evige liv (On Eternal Life), by Pastor John Hendricks;
“Christian Education” (conclusion), by Superintendent P.T.Buszin of the
Northern Illinois District of the Missouri Synod; and “The Christian’s
Earthly Pilgrimage,” by Pastor C.J.Quill, all of which are truly instruc-
tive and edifying. P. B. KRETZMANN.
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