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Das Bud) der Anfinge. RKapitel 1—11 bed erjten Budes Mofe. Fiir Freunbde
unb BVerddyter der Bibel ausgelegt von Mag. Hellmuth Frey, Pfar:
ver in Dorpat, Caliver Vereindbudhandlung, Stuttgart. 172 Seiten
6X8%. Rreis, Leinen: RM. 3.80.

Dies ift ein merfiviirbiges, aber dod) intereflanted und lehrreiches BVud, De-
fonbers fiir einen, ber, wie die meiften Lefer biefer Beitfdrift, die Stidhardtide
Weife ver Wuslegung fennt. Das Budy bietet weniger Luslegung als Anivendung,
feftere oft in gans moberner Weife in der Form philofophijdher Betradhtungen,
Der BVerfaffer offenbart eine fehr freie Stellung gegen die JInjpiration ber Shrift
und operiert mit ben Dofumenten J, P, B und andern. Regenjent fand 8 nbtig,
an Dufenden von Stellen Fragezeidhen an ben Rand ju feten, audy bet einer
Beziehung auf ein Taufendjdhriges Reidh (S, 162). Bon der meffianijden Weisd=a
fagung ®em. 3, 15 {agt ber Berfaffer sunddft: ,Die Hrdlidhe Auslegung Hat darin
bon alterd her ein trdftliches Protebangelium (erftes Covangelium) von Chriftus
finben wolfen. Wir {hivdden aber den Tert ab, wenn vir dad Bild unfogbaren,
sunddft hofinungsdlofen Grauend nidt fehen, bad fidy hier auftut: Kampf,
Tobestampf, bon Gejdhledht su Gefdhledt.y Uber nady bdiefer
merfvitedigen Darlegung bringt der BVerfaffer in feinen Paragraphen, betitelt
»Biblijdher Ausblidy, etne feime Wusfithrung, tn ber er ben Tert ded Protepan-
geliums auf JEfum anivendet. Da finden wir Sike wie diefen: ,Jn bdiefem
Nb{chnitt be8 Lebend JEfu fehen Wwir jum erftenmal in der Gejchichte bie Weis:
fagung vom graujigen Kampf swifdhen Weibedfomen und Sdlangenfamen in
threr gangen Tiefe erfitllt.” (S, 64.) €8 finbet fid) viel Wertbolles in dbem Bude,
in der wirtlidhen Iberfeung de3 Grunbdterted fowohl wie in der bilderreiden,
gewihlten Spradhe bed Werfaflers. LWer fih intenfiv mit dem Stubium bder
Genefis befaht, wird died Bud) nidht ohne Segen gebraudjen ¥onnen.

P.EC Rregmann,

A Portrait of Peter. By J, Alewander Findlay. The Abingdon Press,
New York, Cincinnati, Chicago. 214 pages, 414 X7. Price, $1.25.

The universal complaint that a large portion of the contemporary
theological literature is light and superficial cannot be directed against this
book. The author, lecturer in Greek Testament, University of Manchester,
England, has something to say, and, without recourse to rhetorical flour-
ishes and stylistic fireworks, says it well. What is here offered rests on
studies that extended over many years and were reenforced by residence
and travels in Palestine. In nine chapters the life and character of
St. Peter, hig teaching as brought before us in his epistles, and the lessons
contained in it for modern disciples of our Lord, are discussed. On many
an episode and passage the author, by keen analysis and penetrating
thought, throws a remarkable flood of light. As illustration I might quote
from page 86: “All three temptations recurred in the ministry of Jesus:
the suggestion that He should turn stones into bread, after the feeding of
the five thousand; that He should cast Himself down from the Temple,
in the demand for a sign from heaven; and that He should surrender
to a prospect of world power, in Peter’s well-meant protest. The form is
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different, but the idea behind the suggestion is the same in each case.”
There are many points, however, in which conservative Bible Christians
will disagree with the author. His conception of the character of Second
Peter, which he holds to be unauthentic, though fragments of occasional
writings of Peter are incorporated in it (cf. p.191), will not have to be
rejected as doctrinally erroneous, because Second Peter is an antilegomenon;
but there are some things which we cannot classify and overlook as mere
idiosyncrasies. We are pained to find sentences like this one with reference
to Peter’s' walking on the sea, as told by St. Matthew: “As it is not men-
tioned by Mark, who gives us Peter’s own version of the events of that
night, we may wonder whether it is actual history. It looks like a history
of the course of Peter’s association with Jesus in the days of His flesh,
told in parable form by the first evangelist” (p.62). Though he warns us
againgt too ready acceptance of what the masters of “form criticism,” such
as Dibelius and Bultmann, set forth (p.65), and though he makes a strong
point in favor of the reliability of our gospels by reminding us of the vast
difference between them and the apocryphal gospels, which latter admittedly
are largely the product of inventive fancy, he himself is not quite immune
from their seductive speculations. In the appealing last chapter the
objective meaning of the Cross is somewhat submerged. W. ARNDT.

The King’s Own Honors Roll. The Book of the Revelation of Jesus
Christ. By Charles J. Rolls, D. D., missionary in India for ten years,
dean of the New Zealand Bible Institute, Auckland, N. Z., Dean of
Education the Kansas City Bible Institute, Kansas City, Mo.—
Fleming H.Revell Company, New York. 453 pages, 51, X9. Price,
$3.00.

We have here, according to the publisher’s blurb, “a study of the first
seven chapters of the Book of Revelation, which deals with the unveiling
of the person of Jesus Christ in His four great capacities as Administrator,
Executor, Mediator, and Adjudicator. His unveiling is a panorama of the
invincible Christ, in His leadership through the ages, as He identifies
Himself with those whose names, by virtue of their faithfulness, are in-
seribed in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” The author himself, in explanation
(p.10), tells us that he is depicting the significance of Jesus for the
“ecclesiastical, governmental, national, and social realms.” Our first crit-
icism of the book is that it takes the reader into a haze where he mno
longer knows in which direction he is traveling. Enthusiasm and rhetorie
we are given a-plenty, but not enough “dry light.” The sentiments ex-
pressed are often beautiful and true, but one frequently fails to see why
they must be uttered in a book purporting to give an explanation of
Revelation. The second criticism is that the work is chiliagtic, the writer
being a champion of the so-called premillennial view. At that, the reasoned
exposition of this view, which some searcher might be anxious to obtain,
is not furnished. With the author’s aim to weave a chaplet to be placed
on the brow of our heavenly King we are altogether in sympathy, but
the defects of the book just mentioned must not be overlooked. While the
work covers merely Rev. 1—7, the author speaks of a later volume in which
the remaining chapters will be considered. ‘W. ArNDT.
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The Heavenly Octave. A Study of the Beatitudes. By F.W. Boreham,
D.D. The Abingdon Press, New York. 115 pages, 51,X8. DPrice,
$1.00.

In 1894 Dr.¥.W. Boreham, a native of Kent, England, went to New
Zealand as pastor of a small parish at Mosgiel after having served for
some time in the London City Mission as lay helper. Since then he has
held charges in Tasmania and Australia and has become famous in English-
speaking countries by some thirty titles, mostly popular, which he has
penned. The Heavenly Octave consists of eight essay sermons on the Beati-
tudes, composed in simple, but exquisite style for Christians in general.
The book is full of rare and apt illustrations, and usually the lessons are
brought home in a striking manner. We have found nothing in the little
volume to offend the faith and feelings of believing Christians, though,
if Boreham’s exposition is compared with — let us say — Luther’s profound,
thorough explanation of Christ’s Sermon on the Mount, the difference be-
tween an exegesis which goes to the core of the matter and one which
clings to the periphery becomes startlingly apparent. Nowhere does the
anthor aim to be deep. Nevertheless, The Heavenly Octave makes interest-
ing and profitable devotional reading. The last essay, entitled “The Mar-
tyr’s Crown,” on the last of the Beatitudes, is by far the best of the eight
expositions. J. T. MUELLER.

The Christian Faith in the Modern World. By J. Gresham Machen.
The Macmillan Company. 1936. 258 pages, 8 X53,. Price, $2.00.
Order from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

These eighteen radio addresses, delivered in 1935, are an able and
vigorous defense of the Christian faith against the teachings of the Mod-
ernigts. They deal, for the greater part, with the verbal, plenary inspira-
tion and the sole authority of Seripture (six talks) and with the deity of
our Savior (seven talks). Upholding these fundamental doctrines of the
Christian religion, Dr. Machen is serving the cause of truth, and he is will-
ing to bear shame and reproach in this cause. It is rather easy to denounce
Modernism at a distance; it is not so easy when it involves turning against
friends and disrupting cherished associations. Dr.Machen finds himself in
this difficult situation and acquits himself as a man. “These are rather
trying days to a man who sorrows when a visible Church that professes
to believe the Word of God turns from it so often into the pathways of
unbelief.” (P.231-—in the last address.— As we are writing this, the
daily paper announces that on June 11 a number of Preshyterians severed
their connection with the Presbyterian Church in the United States of
America and formed the Presbyterian Church of America, electing Dr. Ma-
chen as the first moderator. These men know how to protest not only in
words, but also by deed.) It is to be hoped that the earnest warning
uttered in these addresses will bear fruit among the Presbyterians. And
we of the Lutheran Church will do well to keep our eyes open. A Lutheran
exchange, reviewing this book, says: “Would we dare say there is no
danger of Modernism creeping into the Church of the Reformation?” Do
we not know that there are Lutherans who are ridiculing the doctrine of the
verbal inspiration of Secripture with the blatant voice of the Modernists?
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The study of this book will prove profitable to all of us. There is pro-
found scholarship back of it, the matter is presented in popular, lucid and
forceful language, and one is heartened in his faith when he is made to see
— in some instances more clearly than before — that Seripture is able to
take care of itself against the machinations of Modernism. Moreover, this
book, apologetic in the main, does not address itself solely to the intellect.
It presents the need of the sinful world for a Savior, the need of a divine
Savior, and the need of an absolutely trustworthy message of salvation,
of an inspired Bible. It is addressed to the heart of the sinner and the
heart of the Christian.

We have submitted a lengthy excerpt from this book in our magazine,
p- 369: “Does Verbal Inspiration Mean Mechanical Inspiration?’ We sub-
mit a few more samples illustrative of Dr.Machen’s style and method.
“Take, for example, the way in which Paul speaks of Christ in the openings
of almost all of his epistles: ‘Grace to you and peace from God, our Father,
and the Lord Jesus Christ” We trip along very lightly over them. . . .
But in themselves they are really most extraordinary words. Imagine its
being said about any other man — the greatest of reformers or the holiest
of saints—: ‘Grace to you and peace from God, our Father, and Martin
Luther, or the Apostle Paul himself,” — and I think you will see at once
how blasphemous such a form of words would be.” (P.223.) They say
“that those first disciples of Jesus became convinced that Jesus had risen
from the dead because they experienced certain hallucinations, certain
pathological experiences in which they thought they saw Jesus before their
eyes when in reality there was nothing there. This is the so-called ‘vision
theory’ regarding the origin of the Christian Church. ... I think we ought
to understand just exactly what that vision theory means. It means that
the Christian Church is founded upon a pathological experience of certain
persons in the first century of our era. It means that, if there had hbeen
a good neurologist for Peter and the others to comnsult, there never would
have been a Christian Church.” (P.204.) “Unquestionably a narrative
that has no miracles in it is easier to believe than a narrative that containg
miracles. Of course that is so. Who ever denied it? . .. But then it
would also have one disadvantage. It would be far easier to believe; but
then, you see, it would not be worth believing, . . . If the Jesus of the
gospels were a purely natural and not a supernatural person, then we
should have no difficulty in believing that such a person lived in the first
century of our era. Even skeptics would have no difficulty in believing it.
Defenders of the faith would have an easy victory indeed. Everybody
would believe. But then there would be one drawback. It would be this —
that the thing that everybody would believe would not be worth believing.”
(P.189.) “As the words of that Book are expounded, the man who listens
finds that the secrets of his heart are revealed. It is as though a cloak had
been pulled away. Then man suddenly sees himself as God sees him. He
comes to see that he is a sinner, under the just wrath and curse of God.
Then from the same strange Book there comes a wonderful offer of
pardon. . . . The man who hears needs no further reflection, no further
argument. The Holy Spirit has opened the door of his heart. ‘That book
is the Word of the living God,” he says; ‘God has found me out; I have
heard His voice; I am His forever” . .. Let us never forget that the
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Spirit of God, who inspired the writers of the Bible, is all-powerful and
that He can make even dead churches to live.,” (Pp. 60.232.)

Dr. Machen is a strict Calvinist. That crops out here occasionally, as
when he says that “Christ’s death meant the redemption, from the wrath
and curse of God, of a great multitude of men of all nations.” (P.226.)
But as a rule the discussion proceeds along Scriptural lines. What he says
on the inspiration of the Bible, on the deity of Christ and of the Holy
Spirit, on the doctrine of the Trinity, on the supreme importance of doc-
trinal preaching, etc., will strengthen the faith and the loyalty of the
Christian. TH. ENGELDER.

Great Chapters of the Bible. By @.Campbell Morgan, D.D. Fleming
H. Revell Co., New York. 379 pages. Price, $2.50.

These forty-nine chapters were selected by the votes of hundreds of
members of the Westminster Friday Night Bible School, where Dr. Morgan
was teaching. Seventeen are from the Old Testament: Genesis, Exodus,
Deuteronomy, Psalms, Ecclesiastes, Isaiah, Proverbs. The New Testament
furnishes chapters from Matthew, Luke, John’s gospel, Acts, Romans,
1 Corinthians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, Hebrews, Revelation.
These presentations are not detailed exegetical studies; nor are they mere
summaries; some are the one, some are the other. In 1 Cor.15 (pp.256—
263) Dr. Morgan goes into detail concerning the large question of Christ’s
resurrection in connection with the Christian faith, but says nothing at
all on the difficult passage about the “psychical” and the “pneumatic” body.
On the other hand, in Ps.23 (pp.55—61) he takes up verse for verse.
Frequently he undertakes separate word-studies, mostly in order to com-
pare the King James and the Revised Version. Ocecasionally he offers his
own translations, which are not always happy solutions. For example, in
Gen. 3, 1, for “serpent” he suggests “the shining one” (p.21), as indicating
“Satan fashioned into an angel of light.” Paul uses the latter phrase, but
he also has “Iive beguiled by the 3gic, serpent, 2 Cor.11,3, and Bgqic
clearly is a snake. So Dr.Morgan does not solve the “serpent” difficulty,
but changes it into a question of New Testament speakers’ use of the
Septuagint, for the Septuagint translates the word of Gen. 3, 1 with gpig. —
In Gen.1, the author expresses no opinion about the “six days”; but he
finds space for the possibility of various worlds having been created (p.15).
“Then my imagination carries me further, and I think it probable that
all these will have a Bible, or a revelation which He has made to them. . . .
I think every one of them will begin: ‘In the beginning God made the
heavens’ and then settle down to a reference to the particular world for
which it is made.”

The author’s tone is matter of fact, calm. He assumes his readers
to be Christians and does not work himself up into a stilus sublimus.
His objective seems to be to show of already well-known Biblical passages
the inner construction, unit for unit. There is no connecting line between
the various units or chapters. While it is refreshing to observe indepen-
dence of investigation in exegetical readings, the book can be recommended
only to such pastors as have many two and a half dollars to spare for
the interesting study — not of the Bible, but of Dr. Morgan.

R. W. HEINTZE.
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Lheologifdhe Anfiise. BVon D. Paul Altheusd, Crlangen. Biveiter Band,
Berlag von €. Bertelsmann, Giitersloh, 1935, 182 Seiten 914 X6V%.
Preis, gebunbden: M. 6.80.

Diefe Uufjige behanbdeln widtige Gegenftinde. Mande davon gehbren ju
ben allerwidtigiten: ,1. Gottes @ottheit ald Sinn der Redptfertigungslehre Qu-
thers. 2. Bum Berftindnis der Redtfertigung. 3. Die Geftalt diefer Welt unbd
bie Siinbe. 4. Der Wahrheitdgehalt ber Religionen und dad Evangelium. 5. Die
Frage ded Ehangeliums an dad moberne Judentum. 6. Toleranz und Jniolerany
bes Glaubens. 7. Der Geift ber lutherifdhen Gthif. 8 Scduld und BVerantwor:
tung im Deut{dhglauben. 9. ,Und wenn 8 HUG gewefen it (P5. 90, 10).
10. Der ,hiftorifde JIEug” und ber biblifhe Chriftus. 11. Brunners ,Mittler'.”
Man findet Hier eine Unjzahl vortrefflider Unterjudungen und Yusfithrungen.
Mande gutlutherifdhe Gedbanfen fommen jum Wusdbrud, ,Hier gibt ed nad) dem
Neuen Teftament nur die Doppelmbglichleit: Verhdlinis unter vem Jorne Goited
oder Berhiltnis unter der Enabe Gottes; entiweder — oder. Uuper Ehrijtus ift
der Menfdh unter bem Jorne mit allem, wag er hat und dendt, aud in und mit
feiner Beligion, und venn fie fih nod) o Hodh entiwidelt Hitte;, bet Ehriftus,
,in Ehriftus’, ift ber Meufd) unter der Gunabe.” (&.68.) ,Dem Evangelium
etgnet tm Gutjdeidbenben wefentlih Bewuftiein der etnzigen und ausidhlieplidgen
Wahrheit und daher Jniolerany. . .. Wollen wir mit Willy Hellpadh) ,3wifdhen
Wittenberg und Rom’ jtehen und jedesd Eutiveder — Obder in der Kirdhengefdhicdhte
purd) ein freundlidhes ,und’ erfegen: Yuguftinusd und Pelagius, QYuther und
Grasmusg, warum dann nidht aud) Paulug unbd die Jubaiften, IE{us und bdie
Pharifier, Elia und dic Baaldpfaffen?” (S, 112.114.) ,RKeinem von unsg ift
bas driftlide Wort von dber Siinde und Guabe ,artgemih’.” (&, 137. Gegen den
«Deut{dhglaubens) ,Der Menfd bleibt in feiner Sduld Goite verantrwortlidh,
und fein Gedanfe an Gottes Verbingnis in unferm Siindigfein fann vad Gewidt
ber Schuld perringern.” (€. 142.) ,Wiv wiffen, dap die Wahrheit des8 Evan=
geliums ung ergriffen hat, ift ein reines Gejdhent, bad uns vor andern unbegreif=
iy guteil urbe. . . . 2Wir ehren und {deuen dag Geheimnis der Crivdhlung.
;&8 fanun niemand 3u miv fommen, e§ jiehe ihn denn der BVater!, fagt JE{us bet
Johannes.” (&.116.) Und der Grundfap, der in diefem Saf jum YusSbrud
fommt: ,Das ift {pefulative Grenziiberidreitung und Hhat mit Theologie nidits
mebr 3u tun’ (&, 63) ift ein gutlutherijder, ber gerabe bem heutigen Theologen=
gefchlecht eingebleut werben mug.

Pan wundert fidh dba, daf gerade in dem Wuffak, der diefen Grundfas aus-
jpricgt, D. Althaus fidh mit purer Spefulation abgibt. Er berteidigt den Saj,
dafp Chrifit Men{dhmwerdung, aud) abgefehen von der Siinbe, notwendig getvejen
wire. Ja, er wagt ¢, den Say auszuipredien: ,Seine [bed Sohnes] irbdifdye
Gejchichte ift ein Mittel Gotted, Neued, Griferes in dem Verhilinis bon BVater
und Sohn 3u jdaffen.” (&S.57.) Aus diefer Spefulation evgibt fidh die anbere:
«Die Theologie wird bem Tode nidht geredht, wenn fie ihn nur ald der Siinde
Sold perfteht, . . . SHier [1 Kor, 15,45 .1 witd offenbar das8 Sterben WUbams
nidt augdriidlid aus feinem Siinbigen, foubern allgemein ausd feiner irdifdhen
Wefenheit hergeleitet'.” (&.58.62.) o findet fidh nod) manded anbere, wajd
fih mit den (utherifhen Grundfdhen nidt vertrvdgt, andy nidht mit dem, ivasd
D. Atthausd fonft audipricht. Gt fann den Saf ausd{preden: ,Der Lampf um
pie Wabhrheit [Rom gegeniiber] bdarf nidyt preiSgegeben twerden; bdenn nur bdie
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eine Wabrheit wird die Cinbeit begriinden.” (&.119.) Dabei veriritt er aber
audy bie Unfiht, dap dad SQuibertum nidht die gange, volle TWahrheit befike.
«Dabet find tvir aber geivify, daf die fommende Einheit nur o juftande fommen
wird, ba die anbern auf ihrem Wege tweitergefithrt werden, nidt auf unfern
itbertreten. . . . Nidht nur fie werdben unerhirt Neues erleben, jonbern audy wiv.”
Wi fnnen den Sayy auf Seite 115 nidt verjtehen: ,Die rdmijd-fatholijhe Kirdge
it filr uns immerdar audh eine befondere Geftalt der Kirdpe Ehrifti, die ihre
eigenen Gaben und in mander Hinfidht edhte iberlegenheit fiber uns hat. Yud
wenn einmal der Gegenfay wijen ung itberivunbden ift, wird bie rhmifd=
fatholijche Kirdhe eine Jiingerin JEfu bon eigemer Wrt bletben, bie neben und
fteht wie eine Shivefter neben der anderm.” LWas dbamit gemeint ift, baf bie
romifdh-Tatholifhe RKirde in mander Hinfidht edte Iiberlegenheit itber uns Hat,
berfteben ivir: fie Hat eben Stitde der Wabhrheit, bie twir nidht haben. Wber
wenn nun der Gegenjay fiberiwunden ift, die lutherijde Kirdhe von thr dbas Nitige
unbd fie bon ung dag Nitige gelernt hat, twie faun fie bann nod) eine Cigenart
befigen? Die MRede von der ,fommenden Einbeit” iibrigens ent{pridht ber {dwir=
merifden Crivartung, ,daf einmal ein Hirt und eine Herbe fein wird~
(&.119.) @Gang entfdieden verwicrft Althaus den Saf: ,Die Religionen find
teilieife Wahrheit, teilweife nidt. . . . Wad fiir eine unmbgliche BVetradhtung!”
(&.67.) Uber babei fann er jagen: ,Die Religion ift in ber Verfehrung eben
bod) Gottedverhilinis, . . . Sie ift nidht veines Menjdenivert, . . . fondern aud
in ber Werfehrung Ausdrud der Wahrheit.” Man fonnte died ur Not redht
perjtehen. Wber durdhaus faljdh ift e3 im Lidht des durdhaus faljhen Sakes:
«©o ift dad fithne Wort Mal. 1, 11 3u verftehen: ,Bom Wufgang der Sonne bid
sum Niedbergang ift grof unter den Wilfern mein Name, und an jeber Heiligen
Stitte opfert man reine Gabe meinem Namen. Man meint ben Gbhen, aber
audy in diefer Werfehrung ift dad aufrichtige Opfer der Heiben auf den einen
wahren Gott bezogen.” (&.71.) In ber Lehre von der Nedptfertigung fithrt
Ylthaus reformierte Redbe. €t fat bad Evangelium nidt driftozentrifd), jondern
theozentrifdy auf. ,Eottes Gottheit ald Sinn dber Reditfertigungdlehre Lu=
therd” ~— a8 bheigt dad? ,TWenn Luther bag Evangelium alg ein Gebot
Gotted Dhirte, dann toukte er: jeht gebt ed nidht mehr nur um didh und dein
Seil, fonbern um Gott felbft, um bdie utoritdt feines Willens. . . . JIndem baj
Goangeltum Luther in der Form bed Gebote§ Gotted begegnete, erfannte er jum
erften Male den thevgentrifdhen Charafter bdes Evangeliums — und
diefer gewanun ihm bden Glouben al8 Gehorjam gegen Gottes Gottheit ab.
(€.11.) ,Das8 Evangelium ift juerit und juleit dad Wort von Gottes Gottheit.”
(S.125.) ,2Wiv erfennen: SLuthers Redytfertigungdlehre ift ju tief in feinem
Gedbanfen bon Gotted Gottheit begriindet.” (&.19.) ,Die theogentrifdhe Linie
ber Rechtfertigungsdlehre hat dennod) in ber evangelijhen Theologie nidht bdie
mapgebenbe Wedeutung erlangt, die ihr sufommt. . . . Diefer theozentrijche
Gefihtspuntt toird bann befonbders in ber Theologie Calving ftarf betont.
Bet der Vehandlung der Redtfertigung in feinem bogmatifden Hauptiverfe jtellt
er bem ®edanfen, dbag allein die Redhifertigung ausd freier Gnabe dag Gemiffen
sum Frieben bringe, den anbderm, theozentrijden vovauf, dap allein dber Redyt-
fertigung8gloube die €hre Eotted unangetaftet laffe.r (&.29.) E8 it
datum nidht vertounberlid), daf WUltheus ,im ganzen ju Brunnerd Chriftologie
wie ju feiner Offenbarungdlehre itberhaupt” fein ,freudiges Ginverftindnis aus-
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fpreden fann”. (S.171.) Denn Brunmer vertoirft den Saf Melandithons:
,,Hoc est Christum agnoscere, beneficia eius cognoscere® qug diefem Grunbde;
“It contains the germ of the whole anthropocentric point of view of later
Lutheranism. Man occupies the center of the picture, with his need for
salvation, not God and His glory, His revelation.” (The Mediator, &, 407 f.)
Weldhes ift nun ,das Hers be§ Cvangeliums«? Wuf Seite 135 ift e5 die Votjdhaft
pout der Grldfung dburdh Chrijtum, auf Seite 125 ift e¢8 Gottes Gottheit. Das
eine ift die Iutherifche, das anbere die bialeftijdh-reformierte Bezeihnung. AUlthaus
ijt audy ,mit Brunner in der Ublehnung bder communicatio idiomatum gans
einig” (S, 181), und ,al8 egtlufive dyriftologi{he Beftimmung ift ves Dogma voun
Der Anhhpoftafie unhaltbars, (&S.180.) €5 ift tief su beflagen, dah die Helehr-
famfeit, ber Grnft, bie Entjdiedenheit und der Eifer ded Verfaffers diefer Unfiige
nidht alletvege ber Tutherijden Sade sugute fommt, — Wus dem trefflichen Wrtifel
#Und wenn e8 IBftlid) getwefen ift* Hot bie Mirsnummer diefer Jeitfhrift ciniges
mitgeteilt, Th Engelder.

Gebete der KRivde, JIm Wuftrag des bayerifhen Pfarververeind gefammelt und
Perausdgegeben von Otto Diey Wit einem Geleitivort bon Lanbes:
bifhof D. Meifer. GCriter Band: Gebete fiir bie Gotteds=
pienfte ber firdye. Lerlag ded Bfarrervereind dber Ev.-Quth, Kircdhe
in Bayern vechtd des Rbeins, Mitrnberg. 1935, 480 und XV Seiten
8X10. Preid: JIn Halbleinen gebunbden, mit Golbtitel M. 10; in Sany-
Teber mit Goldjdhnitt M. 20,

Gin befanuter Theolog der Gegemivart hat vor einiger Beit gefdyrieben:
«Beten ift {dhivere Kunjt. Gewify, beten im Kdmmerlein, dad fann jeber CYhrift;
aber Deten, bap eine gamze Gemeinde mitbeten fann, dbap die Gemeinde erhoben
witd ju Gott, dap es cin Gedet der Einfalt, ein Heiliges Raudopfer des Gebets
aller wirb, bad ju Gotted Thron auffteigt, oo find biefe BVeter?” Lon diejem
Gefichtapuntt ausd ift biefed f{dhine, audy jdhdn gedbrudte und ausgeftatiete Wert
entftanben. Der Sammler und Heraudgeber hat fid) fhon frither auf bdiefem
®ebiete betdtigt, und wir Hhaben den erften BVand jeined Werfes ,Hebete ber
Biter”, mit dem Untervtite! ,Die Ehangelientolleften bes Veit Dieiridh”, in diefer
Beit{drift (4, 718) befprodhen. Gr geht von bem Gebanfen aus, daf ein Pfarrer
Hfters in bie Lage fommi, daf ev Gebete fiir befonbere Gelegenheiten gebraudien
mbdte und {olde nicht in feiner Agende findet und baf er itberhaupt an der Hand
unb unter der Unleitung gquter Gebete ein redytes GebetsSleben fithren {oll,
Darum heiht e8 aud) im BVoriwort unter den ,Praftifjhen Wnleitungen ju dem
Gebraudy des Budhes?: ,Der Pfarver Tefe, vielmehr ev bete, in demfelben fo lange,
big e8 ihm {o bertraut ift, dak er su jedem jeiner Predigttegte bas diefem ent=
{prechende Gebet leiht finbet.r Die Yudwabhl ift aud dem reihen Gebetsidhal der
ganzen Kirde getroffen worben. Wir finben unter den Gebeten foldhe von dem
Rirdenvater Bafiliug, von den Theologen des Neformationdjeitalters Veit Dietridh
und Johann Mathefius, Gebete von Benjamin Schmold, LWhe und andern, freilid
audy bont Reformierten, die weniger geeignet find. Wiele und verfdhiedene WUgenben
find ausdgenuht worben. So finben foir furge und lingere Gebete fiiv dbas Kirden-
jabr, allgemeine Gebete und Gebete fitr bejondere Feiern und Fefte. Wir finden
Stiide, die man in das allgemeine Kirdhengebet aus befonuderer BVeranlafjung gut
einfdalten fann, jum Beifpiel eine Fitrbitte fiir die Konfirmanben oder Kranfen-
gebete.  Wir lafen ein fehr {hbnes Neujahrsgebet ,in jdhwerer Jeitr. Die Spradhe
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ift immer gewdhlt, €3 ift nidt eine gefuchte, antiquierte Spradye, aber aud nidt
bie Sprade ber Seften und ber Gaffe. JIm gangen find e8 919 Gebete, die dar-
geboten twerden. Wm Unfang findet fidh eine genaue JInhaltsiiberfiht anf fiinf
Seiten; am Sdhluf fteht ber Quellennadiweis auf fiinfsehn Seiten und ein Ber:
seidhnis ber Shriftftellen, bie in den Gebeten jum Ausdrud fommen, auf fiebsehu
Seiten. Diefe Ungaben jeigen, wie veidhhaltig die Sammlung ift. Wenn vir nur
einte {olde Sammlung in englifer Sprade hitten! LWir gebenfen gelegentlidh
einmal Da8 eine ober anbere Gebet sum Wbdbrud ju bringen. Das Gebet ,bet
grofer Trodenbeit’ (Lutheraner, Ne. 15, &, 252) ftammt bafer. Der Preid ift
fiic bag grofe, aud) in firdlichem Stil gebunbene Budy fiderlich nidht ju Hod.
Q Firbringer.
The Nature of Religion. By Edward Caldwell Moore. The Macmillan
Co., New York. 1936. 368 pages, 51,X8. Price, $2.50.

To one who is specializing in the history and philosophy of religion
this book will offer some interesting thoughts for discussion. The author is
Plummer Professor of Christian Morals, Emeritus, in Harvard University,
and his book contains many stimulating pages. But no man can write an
adequate philosophy of religion who does not believe in a special revelation,
in the absoluteness of the Christian religion, and in the supernatural in-
gpiration of the Bible. This writer clearly does not hold these three tenets.
Statements like the following, taken from the book, will bear out this judg-
ment: “The very preposition used in the title “The Gospel according to
Mark’ shows that the apostle [?] was not necessarily the author of the
whole tradition which he embodied.” (P.16.) Passing over the naiveté
of this remark, we have others of the same type. “We do not for a moment
think that ‘In the beginning’ all the animals just as we know them were
there assembled to receive their names or that the trees were just the same
that we ourselves could familiarly name. History is longer than that, and
the history which went before history is longer still.” (P.35.) “An histor-
ical view of Scripture . .. does not believe in their [sic] miraculous origin
save in the sense in which the movement of the Spirit of God upon the
souls of men is a part, and the greatest part, of the mystery of life.”
(P.88f.) The entire book abounds in passages of this type, many of
which show a strange lack of understanding of the tenets held by orthodox
Christians. But if ome is working in this field and desires to study as
many monographs as possible, he will not want to omit this book from his
bibliography. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Voices from Calvary. By Harry Rimmer, D.D. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub-
lishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 142 pages, 51, X7%,. Price, $1.00.
The author of this series of seven addresses is a Fundamentalist, and
therefore the material offered is, by and large, true and acceptable. But
these are not expository sermons, and therefore the doctrinal sections are
frequently diluted by moralizing sections. There is frequently more imagina-
tion than Biblical history. And the author believes in the final restoration
of Israel as a part of the millennial dream. A discriminating pastor may
use this volume for stimulation, but will hardly pattern his Lenten ad-
dresses after the samples here offered. P. E. KRETZMANN.



798 Book Review. — Qiteratur,

Paul before Caesar. From the Legal Viewpoint. By Irving Gaines Roddy.
The Judson Press, Philadelphia. 144 pages, 5% X8. Price, $1.00.

The author is a member of the New York bar and is at the same time

a Baptist minister serving a church in Pocatello, Idaho. In this well-
written book he first discusses Roman jurisprudence and the provincial
system, also the various officials that were vested with civil and criminal
jurisdiction. Then he considers in detail the experiences of Paul under the
Roman system of law, his conduct under trial, the nature of the charges
raised against him, and the two trials in the court of Emperor Nero.
Mr. Roddy makes clear that Paul was tried on two separate counts —
complicity with the incendiaries (burning of Rome) and treason. On the
first count he was acquitted (2 Tim.4,16.17); on the second he was sen-
tenced to death. But “his mighty mind as a divine compass still directs
the course of Christendom upon the high seas of human experience as the
multitudes of earth move onward toward the eternal harbor” (p.142).

TH. GRAEBNER.

Das Reid) Gotted und bie Reidje der Ratur, Ein Hberblid von Lic. Karl
Qubdbwig Runge. Mit einem Geleitivort vou D. Paul Althaus,
LBetlag von €. Verteldmann, Giitersloh. 122 Seiten 434 X7V, Preisd:
2 RM.

Wer fidy fiir philofophifde BVetradtungen iiber bdie im FTitel genmannten
Fragen intereffiert, befonders wenn fie in ber Form {Diwvieriger Bilder und BVer:
gleiche Dargeboten twerben, fann fih an diefem Budy erbauen. O man allen
Ausfithrungen bes Berfafjers beiftimmen wird, ift fraglidy, namentlid) nidht jeinem
Bweifel an der Wortinpiration (€. 32). Daf der lutherijhe Theolog mandymal
Fragegeidhent fegen mup, fann niht ausbleiben teild egen der oft rdtfelhaften
Darjtellung, teild mwegen {older Wusfagen, die fidh in der vorliegenden Faffung
nicht mit ber Sdhrift in Einflang bringen lafjen. P.C Krefmannm,

Die driftlide Orvidgemeinde, Synodalberidht. Verhandlungen ber Evangelijdh-
Qutberijhen Synode von Miffouri, Ohio u. a. Staaten Brafilianifden
Diftrifts Anno Domini 1936. 88 Seiten in dem iibliden Format, Preis:
1$200.

Ridht nur die Lehrverhandlungen diefed BWeridhts, geleitet von P. €. H. Warth,
bie hier unbverfitrst bargeboten werden, find bon grofer Widtigleit, jondern aud
bie Beridyte itber die Miffionsfelder diefes ausdgedehnten Diftrifts. Raftoren, bie
biefes Meferat ftudieven, verben fich freuen, baf ebenfalld in Sitbamerifa bdie
lautere Wabhrheit des Wortes Gottes aud) itber diefe Frage gelehrt twird,

PB. € Kregmanmn,

Forty Happy Years in Japan. By George P. Pierson and Ida G. Pierson.
130 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.25. Fleming H. Revell Co., New York.
Order through Concordia Publishing House, St.Louis, Mo.

This is the story of two Presbyterian missionaries who labored in
Hokkaido, northernmost of four great islands of the empire of Japan,
between 1888 and 1928. It is an inspiring account of workers who believe
in the power of divine revelation and whose aim is to save souls for Christ.
Our pastors will find the book filled with interesting material; it describes
the details of bringing the Gospel to all classes, high and low, that will
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aid them in their mission-study groups. Challenging are the “twenty-one
demands” of Japan (meaning what Japan really needs) with which the
authors close their story, e.g., “Japan demands God’s revealed truth as
it is revealed in the Bible and mnot pale humanistie, vague, or distorted
modernistic versions of the truth, nor the half-truths already in the
possession of her people. She will not be charmed by comprises. She is
weary of speculation. She demands something real, unconformable, heaven-
sent, Spirit-born.” “Japan demands an explanation of evil, its origin,
nature, effects; a definition of sin and the way of deliverance therefrom;

. something more convincing than the negative of those who say, to
quote Dr.Hugh T.Kerr, ‘Sin is an inferiority complex; the inherent
goodness of man can work his own destiny. We do not need to postulate
God; He is a project of our wish-thinking. Conversion is infantile re-
gression; prayer is emotional release; religion is pathological” To one
who has been summoned to stand on the rock beside the Lord God the
invitation to go down and join himself to the pronouncers of these dicta
is not attractive.” W. G. PoLACK.

BWad)t und Weide in Kirdje und Sdhule, Fadblatt fiir ebangelijd=lutherifche
Paftoren und Gemeinbefdullehrer in Sitbamerifa,

IMit Freuben begriifen toir diefes neue theologifhe Journal unferer Britber
in Siibametifa. Da unfer eigened Blatt, dag CoNCORDIA THEOLOGICAL
MonNTHLY, obgleith il die gange Synode beftimmt, feht fdhon {ehr frarf — unferer
Meinung nad) su {dnel — ind Cnglifde iibergeht, und dba bviele ber darin be-
rithrten Probleme mehr fiir die Wrbeit in Nordamerifa gelten, fanben e bie
Pritber unter dem Siidlichen Kreus gevaten, ihr eigenes Blatt su griiuden. €3 ift
beredhnet fiir Paftoren und Lehrer. Die erfte Nummer liegt vor unsd, und it
miiffen 1hr dasd ehrende Jeugnis geben, dbak fie cinen deutlidhen Tom von fih gibt.
Dag Blatt er{deint vorliufig fiinfmal im Jabr jum BVejugspreid von 10$000
fiir Brafilten. Gott fegne dasd neue Unternehmen! RC Kregmanmn,

“Just Going to” and Other Stories for Juniors. By Rew. 4.J. Sadler,
A. M., pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Jersey City, N.J.,
author of Story-Sermons for Juniors, The Commuwicant Class.
With an Introduction by Rev. W.R.Bowie, D.D., rector of Grace
Church, N.Y. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, N.Y.) 160 pages,
5% 8. Price, $1.50.

This is the second volume of Story-Sermons for Juniors, which the
author submits to parents, teachers, and pastors. As their predecessors,
so also these “children’s sermons’ have grown out of the writer’s varied
experiences in dealing with the younger boys and girls in his Sunday-school.
The sale of the first volume proves that “children’s sermons” are in demand
and that any pastor who can write interesting “children’s sermons” will
find a ready market for his books. Of course, in a proper sense, the
“story-gsermons” in this volume are neither gtories nor sermons, but rather
moralizations based on ‘texts” taken from stories, fables, mountains,
skieg, dandelions, autumn leaves, snowflakes. To illustrate: The title
“Just Going to” is borrowed from a dialog in which little Peter, upon
the question of his father whether he is not going to school, replies: “I was
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just going to” So Peter was always “just going to do things,” but
never did them. The lesson which the author draws from Peter’s rash
promises, but forgotten fulfilments is apparent. While we cannot recom-
mend the “children’s sermons” presented in this volume to our pastors,
we wonder whether they could not help some pastor of ours in finding
a way to prepare real Lutheran “children’s sermons” for Sunday-school
services. What are we doing to reach our Juniors by our sermons? And
in what way can they be reached? Here is a problem to which “Just
Going to” directs our attention. J. T. MUELLER.

Cingegangene Litevatur.

A. @eic%er.tfd)e Betrlagdbudhondlung, D. Werner Sholl,
etpyig:

Giner Frage, die mit dber heutigen ¥irdliden und theologifhen Lage aufsd
engfte verbunben ift, geht Heinrvid Matthesd:= Darmitadt in einem um:
faffenden Auffage ,Kann bdie dialeftijhe Theologie die Grunbdlage fiir bie Erifteny
ber Rirde und ihr Hanbeln darbieten? nad in dem Junibeft deg ,Juthertum~,
Nuf ein verivanbdtes Gebiet fithren unsd bdie flets gern gelefenen Randbemer:
fungen von Hansd Sdhomerusd, die gegenitber dber Kritif Rethmeiersd in
der ,Meformierten RKirdenzeitung” Redit und Notwendigleit einer Theologie der
Orbnungen in der [utherijden Kirde vertreten.

Sm Junibeft der ,Theologie der Gegentvart” behandelt Prof, H. W, Sdo-
merud dbie Neuigfeiten qus dem Gebiete der Meligionsgefdhidhte. Die Itberfidhien
itber bie Yitevatijdjen Menerideinungen auf bem Gebiet der Theologie seidhnen fich
aud burd) flave Objeftivitit und fachlide Rube. Man vermag an der Hand ber
#ZTheologie Der Gegenivart” den Bewegungen auf ben cingelnen Gebieten der theo:
Ingifchen Wiffenfdhaft genau 3u folgen, ift Hinlinglidy orientiert und Hleibt barum
in Berithrung mit der forigehenben Wrbeit der Wiffenjdaft.

€3 ift eigentlich ettva8 Selbjtverfttindbliches, daf eine lutherifdhe Jeit{dhrift des
hunberfjdhrigen Beftehens ber Kaiferswerther Mutterhausddiafonie gedentt. Diefer
Wufgabe unterzieht fidh in der Julinummer des ,Cuthertum” Ridhard Otto=
Gifenad), ber felbft jahrelang in der Diafoniffenarbeit der Kirdhe geftanden und
baraus das Redyt ableiten fann, in diefer Frage gehbrt ju werben. — Der Jeit-
{hriften und Bitderberidht, ben ber Herausgeber vegelmifig bearbeitet, will nidht
nut einen Nberblid itber die meuerve Qiteratur geben, fondern vor allem Hinfithren
3u ben hente filr Theologie und Kirdhe gleid) aftuellen Fragen.

From Fleming H. Revell Company, New York, London, and Edinburgh: —

The Splendor of His Glory, and Other Evangelistic Addresses.
By W.W. Melton. 160 pages, 5§X7,. Price, $1.25.
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