(oneoria
Thenloniral Monthly

Continuing

LEHRE UND WEHRE
MAGAZIN FUER EV.-LUTH. HOMILETIK
THEOLOGICAL QUARTERLY-THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY

Vol. VII December, 1936 No. 12
CONTENTS

Page

The Training of Ministers. J.H.C.Fritz..........oouenen. 881
Einige roemische Gesetze im ersten Drittel des vierten Jahr-

NUNAETES. R W, HEIALZE, .« e ot s ettt s ot e Stain e syt 885

The Study of the Apoerypha by the Preacher. H.H.Kumnick 899

Are We Using Our Septuagint? p.E.Kretzmann........... 906
Der Schriftgrund fuer die Lehre von der satisfactio vicaria.

P.E.Kretzmann. ..« scsee.. 912

Outlines on the Eisenach Epistle Selections............. 916

MHSCRIIRNERT: . . 5. s v i feta bt de, Womreib £ odekal G odiokaret s o BN 928

Theological Observer. — Kirchlich-Zeitgeschichtliches.. ... 933

Book Review. — Literatur .........c.coouvevinvnnennsas 951

Ein Prediger muss nicht allein wefden, Es ist kein Ding, das die Leute mehr
also dass er die Schafe unterweise, wie bei der Kirche behaelt denn die gute
gie rechte Christen sollen sein, sondern  Predigt. — Apologie, Art. 2}.
auch daneben den Woelfen wehren, dass
gie die Schafe nicht angreifen und mit I{ the trumpet give an uncertain sound,
falscher Lehre verfuehren und Irrtum ein- who shall prepare himself to the battle?
fuehren. — Luther. 1 Cor. 14, 8.

Published for the
Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States

CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louis, Mo.




Book Review. — Siteratut 951

Book Review. — Liferatur,

Paul’s Secret of Power. By Rollin H. Walker. The Abingdon Press,
New York, Cincinnati, Chicago. 181 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.00.
Order through Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

Dr. Walker is professor of the English Bible at Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
gity, and as one would expect, the studies here submitted testify to his
extensive and intensive occupation with the Holy Scriptures. The results
of his researches and meditations he succeeds in setting forth in gripping
language. The book is not intended to be a life of St. Paul, but endeavors
to uncover the fountains of the amazing power of the apostle and his mes-
sage. Some of the headings of the twelve chapters should be mentioned
here to show the reader what aspects of Paul’s work the author has in
mind: “Utilizing the Advantages of a Providential Background”; “Power
through Responding to the Divine Revelation”; “Power through a Great
Conception of Christ”; “Power through Freedom from Legalism”; “Power
from Crucifying Self”; “The Dynamic of a Great Hope.” Sets of questions
for study and discussion, one set for each chapter, conclude the volume.
The various chapters are conveniently subdivided, and the resulting sections
are given headings of their own. In endeavoring to evaluate the fascinat-
ing book theologically, I was struck by the anthor’s vigorous rejection of
the fallacy of autosoterism, and I cannot forbear quoting a few striking
sentences (p.26): “It is only after men have been lamed like Jacob in
their ineffectual wrestling with the Angel of the Lord that they are capable
of receiving His blessing. In the Epistle to the Romans (1—3) Paul de-
clares that this failure of mankind to save themselves by the methods
which they have so carefully worked out ig a universal experience. Both
Jews and Greeks, in spite of all their religious performances, he says,
are under sin. Man’s self-evident attempt to climb up to heaven on
a ladder of his own making has been a failure.’” That is a doctrine which
our haughty age, proud of its scientific achievements, stands much in
need of. As I read the chapter dealing with the meaning of Christ and
His work, I could not suppress the wish that the doctrine of the deity
of our Lord and that of His vicarious atonement had been set forth with
more triumphant clarity. Here and there I found a statement which
evoked my unqualified dissent; for instance, p. 43, where the author says,
in meeting the objection that some modern inquirer may not be able to
accept the high doctrine concerning Christ which Paul teaches: “The
angwer is very simple. No one is required to work himself up to a theo-
logical position that has no relation to his experience.” Christ is what
He is, and we have no right to take away, or permit somebody else to take
away, one little ray from the glory which is His divine possession. The
polemic against insistence on adherence to a comprehensive creed (p.62)
is another such passage. Though the book, then, cannot receive the full
endorsement of a conservative Lutheran, it abounds in green oases where
cooling springs are bubbling and pleasant shade refreshes the weary
traveler. W. ARNDT.
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Glanbenslehre fiir Gebildete. Lon D. Cridh) Sdhader, Profeflor der
Theologie und Geheimer Konfiftorialrat in Breslau. Werlag von €. Ber-
telsmann in Gitterslod. 1933. 232 Seiten 6X8%. Preid: RKartoniert,
M. 6.50; gebunbden, M. 8.

Wie viele Heildwahrheiten darf ein Theolog leugnen, ehe thm das Prabifat
#pofitiv? abgeiprodien witb? Man ift ba in Gurope fehr liberal. Sdiiber wird
unter die pofitiven Theologen geredhnet. €r verwirft aber die JInfpiration und
alfeinige Wutoritdt ber Heiligen Sdhrift. ,Bon biefer gehen Hidft vertvunderlidhe
Begriffe in den Kopfen Hodhgebilbeter Menfden um.# Fhnen ,erjdheint die Bibel
immer nod al8 geheiligter Koder”, ,Produft bes itbernatiirliden Gotiedgeiftes.
»&Sie halten beshalb femen duperlichen, fatholifierenden Glauben an bdie Sdrift
al8 infpivierted Ganzes fitr die ihr angemeffene Pofition.” (€.18 f.) Der dyrift-
fiche Glaube ift nidht ,Bejahung religitfer Wahrheiten oder Lehren auf die dupere
Yutoritdt . . . der Heiligen Schrift hinv. (S.38.74.) Troy diefer Stellung twird
Sdyiber gar ben ,Bibeltheologen” sugezddhlt. (BVgl. 3. B. F. Kattendbujd, Die
beutfdie evangelijhe Theologie uiw., &.68.) Diefe Stellung g¢ilt eben ald bie
pofitive, unb barauf beruft fih Schiiber. ,E8 ¢ilt von der gefamten offenbarungs-
gliubigen Theologie ded 19. und 20. Jahrhunberts, die auf den Charalter wiffen:
fhaftlicher, bas heipt, jadhgemiper, Forfdung dad nitige Getwidt Yegts, dap fte
den Gebanten der jogenannten Berbalinfpiration der neu= und altteftamentliden
Biicher abgejtofgen hat.” (&.18.) Freilidy behauptet Sdhiber durdiveg, dafy er
+Worttheologie® treibe. Und Ddiefes Wort Gotted findet fih in ber Heiligen
Sdrift. Wber nidht alles, wad in der Heiligen Sdrift ge{dhrieben fteht, ift Gotted
Wort. Und was dabon Gottes Wort ift, ift uripriinglidy Menfdenivort; aber
¢3 toird filr uns Gottes Wort ,fo, baf Gottes madhtvoller, perfdnlidher Geift ober
fein Madtiville fidh mit fenem Wort vergangener Menfden verbindet und durd
pasfelbe an ung wirfty. (&.65.) ,Der Heilige Geift ift e8, der bad Menfdhen-=
tort bed Evangeliums jum Worte Gotted an und madt.” (&S.30.) Und iver
fagt ung, welde Stitde ber Heiligen Shrift nidht Gottes Wort find (bad Heiht
wohl, nidht {olhe Stitfe, mit denmen Gottes Maditwille fih verbinben foun)?
Dad muf unsd unjer Glaube fagen. ,Der Gloube Hat die Fihigleit und die WAnj-
gabe, Den Koder der Bither beg Jeuen und Wlten Teftamentes daraufhin su
beurteifen, ob und wiefern er ®otted Wort enthilt.r (S.74) Der Glaube witrd
uns 3. B. fagen, ,was fih etwa in den eingelnen BViidern ded iten Teftamented
an jubaifierenden Beftandieilen geigty. (&.73.) Der Glaube im Chriften it
barum die eigentlidhe Quelle ber Qehre und die eigentliche NAutoritdt. €8 Heifpt da
3. B.: ,Laffent wir jelt ben Glauben sum Wusdrud fommen.s (&, 182.) ,LVom
lebenbig=toirf{amen Wort” (bad den Glauben {haffit) ,fdhlickt der Glaube diveft
auf die Welt” (&, 104) und fommt fo jur Qehre von ber Schvpfung. (LWie er
babei ju dem Safy fommt: ,Gottes Sdhaffen ift etoig, aber da3 Produft {feined
Sdaffens, die Welt, ift zeitlich, ift nidt erfichtlich.) ,Alle8, was in der Glau-
benglehre itber den Glauben gefagt toird, ift {hliehlich Selbftausdjage veg Glau-
bens.” (&.69.) ,Cine Konfequens aus den Grundpofitionen desd driftlichen
Glaubens ift diefe Lehre nidht.s (S.232.) Shlieplidh: ,Der Glaube hat in
ver JCjusfrage das legte Wort.” (&, 182.)

Weldpe driftologijdhen Wahrheiten bdarf der pofitive Theolog bvertverfen?
Sdyiber vertirft ,die Qehre des Wthanafiud von ber vollen Teilhaberidhaft JCfu
Ehrifti an dem Wefen Gottes” (Homoufte, S. 164). Er ift ausge{prodhenermapen
Suborbinatianer. ,Die Unterordbnung JIEJu unter Gott gehdrt, weil fie ihm
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alg dbem Sohn Gotted eignet, su feiner Gottheit. . . . Diefe am Bibel-
wort eriwadfene Erienntnis dber neueren Theolvgie ift unter dem Gebildeten iveit-
hin unbefannt. Sie wiffen nur von ber Firchlidhen Lehre der Gottheit und ber
veinen Gleidhitefung JEfu Chrifti mit Gott.r (S.26.) Sie miifien fidh an den
Gepanfen ,der Unterjtellung de8 Sohned unter den Bater-Gott getwbhnen.
(&.180.) Die WUthanafianer lehren: ,JIEJus hat die gittliche Natur. Wber
Jim Neuen Teftament Heift e8 bad nidt einfadyr. (S. 165) Sdyider fagt aller=
pingd bfters: ,JCjus ift Gott?, aber er fagt lieber: ,JICfus ift gottheitiidh.#
Und torin Dbefteht diefe Gottbeitlichfeit JEfu, ,diefe eigentitmiiche Wrt ber Gott-
heit JCfur (&.170)? Die Sdrift ,fellt IEus als den fiindenvergebenden
madhtvollen Triger feined Geiftes Gott an bie Seiter. (&.179.) ,JICju Gott-
heit Defteht in der perfinlichen Teilhaber{haft an Sottesd Seiff.r (S.208.) Was
jagt ©dydder u ber Jweinaturenlehre? Died: ,Wie {oll ausd ber Vereinigung
beider Naturen eine Perjon, ein Jch werdben? Dad fivdhlidhe Dogma nimmt an,
pafy bas menfdhlicdhe Ach et diefer Verbindung fozujagen ausgefdaltet wird.” (%)
+Dag Gottheitliche an ober in JEfus {oll die perfonbildende Grife fein. Wber ift
3Cjus dann nody der Gottmen{d¥ (&S, 165.) {ibrigens, vedet Hier ber
Glaube, ,der in der JIEfusfrage dasd lehte Wort Hat®, ober die BVernunft?
Jit J3€us pon ber Jungfrau Maria geboren? ,Der dogmatijden Unnabue
gerabe der jungfrdulihen Geburt jtehen eine Meihe litevarifher BWedenfen gegen-
itber, fo bied, dak aufler Martusd audy Johannes und Paulud nidht von ihr veden.
Der Glaube, der ent{deidend an dem gefd)idtlid-twirtjamen, gefreujigten unbd
auferftandenen HEvrn hdingt, Hat ein unbedingted JIntervefje an dem Jeugnis vom
ver Herfunft JCfu ausd Gotted neufdbpferifhem, wunberbarem Wirfen, aber
nidht an dem Bejonderen der Herfunft von der Jungfrau Marie” (S. 181.)
fonnte JCus fih irren? JEjud Hhat fih in jeiner Lehre von ber Erifteny
Satand nidt geirrt. Dad darf man nidht annehmen. Uber ,ein Jrrtum JEfu
in irgenbeiner literarifchem, bHiftovifdhen oder Iofalen Ungabe bebeutet fitr den
Glauben an ihn, fitr die dburd) Gotted Geift vermittelte Glaubensautoritit des
HCrrn, nidisy. (€. 153.) — Worin unterjdeidet fidh) eigentlidh die pofitive von
per liberalen Theologie? D. William Sunbday fagt: “Christology is the strongest
dividing-line between the modern positive school in Germany and the lib-
eral” (See Champion, Personality and the Trinity, p.83.) Der K{iberale
behandelt IEum alg einen blojen Menfden; der Pofitive lehrt nody irgendivie
feine Goitheit, Hier in Wmerifa, in lutherijden und reformierten Kreifen, iviirde
ein Theolog, der von ber Goitheit IEfu rvebet wie Sdhider, jedenfalls den liberas
fen, moberniftijdhen Theologen sugesdhlt iverden.

Sdlieglidh, mufy ein pofitiver Theolog bie jtellvertretende Genugtuung lehren?
Ridht mehr feit den Tagen Hofmannd. Sdiber lehri: ,Die altproteftantifde
Theologie hat bad Sterben JCfu Chrifti in folgender Weife gebeutet. €3 voll-
3ieht fih hier eine ftellperirvetende Genugtuung an bdie Heiligleit und Geredhtigleit
Gottes. . .. Diefe Anfdhaunung ift dem biblijthen Cvangelium ober dem Worte
®otted und mit ihm bem Glauben fremd. Dasd gilt nun aber vollendbs, wenn
piefe Wuffaffung ded Hreuszestodes eine pulgire Form annimmt, in der fie aud
unter den Gebilbeten umgeht. . . . Man ftellt fich) ndmbid) ven Sadverhalt {o vor,
dap JIEfus Chriftus durd fein frellvertretended Strafleiden Gott vom Borm jzur
&nabe umgeftimmt habe.r (S.241.) MWas lehrt nun Sdhiber? Gr vebet von
Stellvertretung, von einer ,eigenartigen Stellvertretungs. (&.196.) GEr denft
fih die Sade fo: ,JIn Ehriftus lebte wihrend feiner gefdhidhtlichen Wirt{amieit



954 Book Review. — Qiferatur,

bie Gnade Gotted mit ihrer iveltitberivindenden Madht. Nus der Vollmadht Her-
aus, dpie hierin befdhloffen lag, hat JEjus bei Qebjeiten Siinden vergebem. . . .
Seine BVergebung bebeutet, dah er ald ber Ver{dhner, in Der Fitlle Heiliger Liebe,
ju ung fommt, unjer Jnivenbdiges erfafyt und im Glauben {dopferifd erneuert.. ..
Fitr den HErrn bedeutete {eine vergebende Tidtigleit immer ein Qeiden. &r gab
fidh feinem @liede feined Wolfes pergebend Hin, ohne irgendivie, abgeftuft, unter
Nrrtum, Berfennung, Kleinglouben, Sorgenfinn, Bodheit ju leiden. . . . Der
HErr hat aud) im Sterben Vergebung geiibt. . . . Nun ift basd Leiben, welded bie
Siinde dem HErrn antut, auf feiner Hohe, Die Gnade JIEju Chrifti entfaltet
alfo Hier die gange Energie von Gedbuld und ITreue, . . . Jm Sterben vollendet
fich die Geredhtigleit ICfu. Er tut im Sehorjam gegen Gott dag Hufperite. Des-
halb Yat er audy Bhier, der volfenbeten Siinde gegeniiber, die BVolmadyt, Gnabe
ju iben. (S.190f.) Klar ift bie Sade niht. Und wenn man den ganjen
Abfdhnitt, &S. 189—197, im Jufommendhang lieft — und jehnmal genau lieff —,
bie Sadje wird nidht flar. Was Sdddber nidht annehmen fann, dad fann er
flar fagen: ,Bunddft faun feine Rede davon fein, dap Gott IE{us felber im
Lode vidhtet. . . . Dieg ift eine abfolut unmbglidge BVorfellung. . . . ,Gott
hat den, Der vou feiner Siinde wufpte, jur Siinde gemadt’, aber niht jum
Siinder, nitht jum Sdhuldigen, den per{dnlidh Berwerfung trifft.” (&. 195.) —
Wie geftaltet fich bemnach Sddbers Redytfertigungslehre? Wag meint er,
tenn er fagt, dbaf die BVergebung bebeutet, daf der Verfihner und im Glauben
jpbpferifd) erneuert? Bifdhof D. Jdnler, der thm nidht abhold ift, fellt die Sadhe
jo bar: ,Fitr Sdydber ift ,der tragenbde, lehte Sinn der Nedtfertiqungslehre gar
nidht der, daf dem Siinder die Eutloftung von der SHhuld oder die Seligfeit des
ver{dhnten Geviffens juteil tird. v liegt darin, daf ber Menjdh der flindigen
Ferne bon Gott unter die Leitung ded heiligen Gottesgeiftes tritt ober den Geift
Gottes empfingt, . . . NRNedtfertigung ift diejenige Wirfung Goites, durdy weldye
er Den Siinber mit fih in Gemein{dhaft verfeyt.’ (Dasg Wort Gottes,
G. Sdiaber, S.79.) Den Streit um den Unferidied wifhen Gerechterflirung
und Geredyimadung Hilt Sdiber fiiv einen SHulftveit, der endlid) aufhbren
mitfle.s  (AMg. Ep.-Cuth. K. 3., 11. Oftober 1935.)

Dag Sohlubwort Janterd mbge hier nod) Pla finben: ,E8 ift nidht ju ver=
wunbdern, daf Shider bei feiner grundidylid theozentrifthen Einjtellung von ber
neuen LWelle, die durd) die bialeftijde Theologie Heraufbefdhworen wurde, gans
befontbers ftart Devithrt tworden ift und daf umgelehrt die dialeftijdhe Theologie
mandes an Sdhibers Theologie al8 Halbheit empfinbdet.” Th Gugelder.

God in Action. By Kerl Barth. Translated by Elmer G.Homrighausen
and Karl J. Brnst. Round Table Press, Inc., New York. 143 pages,
514, X8, including an appendix of oral expositions made by Barth.
Price, $1.75.

All students of theology interested in the Dialectical Theology will
be grateful to the translators and publishers of the five addresses by Karl
Barth contained in this handsome, handy volume. Barth is still the chief
exponent of the Theology of Crisig, and no matter what assenting or dis-
senting pupils of his may write, the theological world still desires to hear
what Barth himself has to say in exposition of his theology. The addresses,
here offered to English and American students of German theology in
a good translation, were originally delivered in German or French before
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pastoral conferences in various parts of Switzerland and represent Barth’s
specific teachings on Revelation, the Church, Theology, the Ministry, and
the Witness Function of the Believer in the World. Barth here speaks
a little more clearly than he does in his more learned works; yet his
usual obscurity of diction and style crops out even in these popular talks
and often leaves the reader at a loss to understand what he really means
to say. Barthianism arose as a revolt against the pantheism, Pelagianism,
naturalism, rationalism, and secularism of his time, urging a speedy and
absolute return to the Reformation. But what Barth has proclaimed was
neither genuinely Lutheran nor strictly Reformed, but a sort of religious
philosophy built around the central thought of God’s sovereignty and man’s
absolute dependence upon Him in the realm of nature and grace. Though
both thoughts are Biblical if properly understood and interpreted, Barth,
in his new religious system, has become a rationalist himself, unable to
direct his students rightly according to the divine truth. Throughout the
five addresses offered in this book the reader will find truly Biblical state-
ments, espeially in the one entitled “The Ministry of the Word.” But there
are also many more statements in which the traditional Christian faith is
disavowed; and there are still more in which the presentation of ideas is
so vague and obscure that the reader fails altogether to understand what
is meant. Just to mention a few instances. Barth speaks of revelation
ag being God Himself (p.15: “Revelation is God Himself”). Then again
he speaks of revelation as being an act of forgiveness or even an act of
sanctification (p.18)., Or he speaks of the Holy Scriptures as being the
true authority in religion, since in them God Himself speaks. Yet accord-
ing to Barth not the Bible is the Word of God, but that which is revealed
to him who studies the Bible. He writes: “The Seriptures govern the
Church and not the Church the Scriptures” (p.30). He adds, however:
“But note well, the Seriptures as a tool in God’s hands; for they are only
human testimony of divine revelation” (ibid.). Barth thus makes the
Bible a human book and so advances no higher in his bibliological belief
than did the destructive critics and other heretics whose unbelief he so
stoutly condemns. After all, he is only another Schwaermer, and one whe
is all the more dangerous for the very reason that he pretends to be loyal
to the traditional faith. Of the Church, Barth teaches that it exists
wherever the Scriptures speak and where man hears God (p.29). But he
makes no distinction between the Law and the Gospel, and nowhere does
he describe the members of the Church as believers in Christ, as did
Luther. Of Theology he says: ‘“Theology’s essential hypothesis, or axiom,
is revelation, which is God’s own act, done in His Word and through His
Word” (p.41). However, a. few pages later he declares: “Theology is
a human and not a divine work. Theology is service to the Word and is
not itself the Word of God” (p.49). Is theology, then, human revelation
by which the Word of God is revealed? Why does Barth not speak more
clearly? Already in America great praise has been bestowed upon Barth
and his school, but every one who is fully truthful must contend that
he is both a Schwaermer and a Schwaetzer. As Schwaermer he separates
authority in religion from the Holy Scriptures and places it in subjective
feeling. As Schwaetzer he speaks, not to instruct, but to obscure and
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mystify. But even so, it is a truly laudable piece of work which the
publishers of these addresses have done in making the false prophet Barth
accessible to the study of English Bible scholars and so subject to critieal
examination in the light of Seripture and to just condemnation on the
basis of the objective Word of God. J. T. MUELLER.

Neue Tepte zur Bibelverdent{dhung dbed PWittelalterd. Mit 3wei Bildtafeln
und einem Unbang: ,Perifobenidhlitiel fiir zehn Heiligenmefien in deut:
fhen Quellen.” Heraudgegeben in Gemeinjdaft mit Uriur Thomas
Hatto, FrigJiulider, Wiy Qitdtfeund Sudwig Wolff
von Hang Bollmer, Wiabemifde Verlagsgefell{daft Wthenaion, Pots=
bam. 274 Seiten 615 X9Y,. Preid: RM. 24.

Mit Freuden begriien tir biefen weiteren Band in dem qrofen Unternehmen
der Herausgeber, die Gejdhidhte und die Tegte der vorlutherifchen iTberfehungen
Der Bibel in die deutfhe Sypradie ju bieten. Die Hauptarbeit an diefem BVanbde
hat audy in diefem Falle der Hauptredafteur getan; aber die Beitridge von Hatto,
»&ine deutfhe WUpotalypfe bed 14. Yahrhunbdertss, Wolff, ,Die Neimbibel bes Pfaf-
fen Sinemann®, Jiilicdger, ,Die Revifion der Olmitger Handidrifts und ,Die Evans
geliare Wien und Hamburg”, und Liidtle, ,Perifopenihliiflel, find hervorragende
Qeiftungen auf diefem Gebiete. Den b{HIup des ganzen BVudyed bHilden fehr ban=
fensiverte Megifter. Hud) die beigegebenen Tafeln erhihen den Wert bed ganjen
PBanbes um ein bedeutendes. MNidht nur fiir ben Theologen, fondern filr feden,
bem bie Gefdhichte der deutihen Spradhe und der deutiden Kultur nidt gleidhgitltia
ift, ift diefer Banb fehr wertvoll. P.E LKregmannm.

Kagawa the Christian. By Jan Karel Van Baalen. Wm. B. Berdmans
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 110 pages, 534X 7%,.
Price, 50 cts.

The Japanese evangelist Tojohiko Kagawa, who vigited America early
this year and spoke before thousands of people in many of our large cities,
has become the storm-center of criticism, and the present book is one of
the many biographies and descriptions of the man which attempt to awaken
and maintain a sympathetic interest in this messenger from the Far East.
The author of this book certainly makes every effort to present Kagawa
in the most favorable light. But even he must make the concession
“I am convinced that my former classmate and friend Kagawa has perhaps
not fully escaped the influence of theological tendencies which run con-
trary to his fundamental convictions.” (P.36.) The many quotations
from Kagawa’s books which he offers bear this out. Time and again one
is constrained to note on the margin: What does the man mean to say?
Can this be considered adequate? ete. One is forced to the conclusions:
Kagawa may in his own heart believe in the atonmement wrought by the
blood of Jesus Christ, but he is at best a poor theologian in expressing the
Scripture doctrines clearly and adequately, and he lacks theological balance.
As long as he has not fully grasped the truths of the Seripture, he should
not presume to be a teacher of others. Even if he is not a Modernist, his
language often smacks of modernistic tendencies. It ig doubtful whether
his teaching will really lead souls to Jesus, the Savior of sinners.

P. E. KRETZMANN.
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Portraits of Christ in the Gospel of John. By Hearold Samuel Laird.
The Bible Institute Colportage Association, Chicage. 126 pages,
514 X7V, Price, 75 cts.; paper covers, 20 cts.

This book makes acceptable reading. The brief meditations assert the
doctrine of Christ’s deity and of the vicarious atonement under such
chapter heads as “The Son of God”; “The Son of Man”; “The Great
Physician”; “The Bread of Life”; “The Light of the World”; “The Resur-
rection and the Life”; “The Humble Servant”; “The Sender of the Holy
Spirit”; “The Uplifted Savior.” J. H. C. FrITz.

The Art of Ministering to the Sick. By Richard C.Cabot, M.D., and
Russell L. Dicks, B.D. The Macmillan Co.,, New York. VIIL and
384 pages, 6 X83,. Price, $3.00. Order through Concordia Publish-
ing House, St. Louis, Mo.

The authors hope that this book “will be of interest to all who care
for the sick: to doctors, nurses, social workers, and to the gick them-
selves, as well as the ministers, to whom it is addressed primarily.” In
our opinion the authors have succeeded in putting together a very valu-
able book, brimful of helpful information and practical suggestions as
to the technique of ministering to the sick, and no pastor, inexperienced
or experienced, can read the book without deriving real benefit, becoming
better qualified to perform his duties as Seelsorger. We should like to
call attention to a number of chapters which we have found especially
helpful, though we cannot always agree with the position taken by the
authors. Chapter II, “Special Advice on Work with the Sick,” offers
24 specific and 10 general rules for the pastor’s deportment in the sick-
room. Two samples, taken at random, may be welcome to our readers.
“Sympathy can be given in a way that does harm. The sufferer should
be made to realize that you share his pain; but if you dwell on his
feelings you can unman him (P.21.) “A Christian minister can never
be insulted or more than momentarily irritated by the patient because he
48 a patient.”” (P.26.) Simple rules, most of them, and most of them
quite self-evident, yet so often forgotten. There is Chapter III, “Institu-
tional Problems,” devoted chiefly to the best manner of meeting the various
complaints of patients against the doctors, the institution, the nurses, ete.
Chapters of special value to the young pastor are IX and X, “Vis mediatric
Dei” and “Points on Common Diseases,” the former presenting a picture
“of what nature does to keep the body sound despite the strains which
challenge its strength in health as well as in disease” (p.119), while the
latter briefly and accurately describes a number of diseases every pastor
should recognize. OChapter XVIII, “Note-writing,” to mention only one
more, urges the pastor to write out extended notes on his experiences and
impressions at every visit and offers an outline and an instructive illus-
tration. On p.260 we read: “Doubtless it will be said that the minister
has no time to keep notes. That sounds familiar. Lazy doctors say the
same thing, but competent doctors, no matter how busy, keep notes, because
they know that they cannot otherwise do good work. Are ministers busier
than doctors?”’

The book unfortunately reflects the modernistic viewpoint time and
again, which makes it necessary that the Lutheran, Seriptural, background
be supplied by our readers. On p. 312, for instance, we read: “We have
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made no reference to salvation in this chapter or in the former pages.
Some will ask: ‘Is it not the purpose of the clergy to work for the patient’s
salvation, especially at the time of death? The conception of the ministry
as a life of ‘saving souls’ by pulling them back from. the brink before they
plunge to their doom involves beliefs which we do not hold. At what point
in a person’s spiritual growth, salvation begins or at what point it is
accomplished is beyond our power to estimate. Some will object to our
conception of spiritual growth, perhaps will believe that we have fallen in
with an easy, nineteenth-century optimism. But such is not the cage. Our
conception of growth, which encompasses our conception of salvation, leads
us to place the individual as an individual at the center of the picture. It
is the minister’s task, we hold, to go to the sufferer and to minister to
the sufferer’s needs as he finds them and not as he assumes them to be.”
Under the heading “The Minister’s Kit-bag” (p.159) the author says:
“The bag represents not only the continuity of the minister’s relation to
the invalids whom he vigits, but the particular nature of his office. It
should contain some Protestant equivalent for the Roman Catholic priest’s
stole, wafer, and oil. What these equivalents should be will differ with
each minister. Some will want none at all because they carry in their
minds all the insignia of their office. But whatever their spiritual prin-
ciples, they will probably have some material representative, something
to do for Protestants what the crucifix and the rosary do for Catholics.”
And he lists among the books that might be suggested for patients who
ask for religious reading also the following: Iniroduction to a Devout Life,
St. Francis de Sales; The Manhood of the Master; The Meaning of Prayer;
The Meaning of Faith, all by Harry Emerson Fosdick (p.168). In spite
of this failing, a serious one, the book contains so much of valuable infor-
mation and suggestion that we feel we are doing our pastors a real favor
in calling their attention to this book. T. LAETSCH.

Financial Recovery for the Local Church. By Julius Harl Crawford.
Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. 204 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.00.
Order through Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

This book is written from the standpoint of the Methodist Episcopal
Church South, a fact for which the Lutheran reader will occasionally have
to make some allowances. On page 93, for instance, we would substitute
the services of our synodical committee. With reference to a remark on
page 99 we would affirm that we do not solici¢ financial assistance from
non-members. But for all this, the book can easily be translated into
terms of our own Synod, even if a Lutheran pastor will want to emphasize
some things more and modify others. But, on the whole, we recommend
this book most heartily, not only to pastors, but also to discriminating
laymen of finance boards in our congregations. It is full of stimulating
and challenging statements and splendid information concerning plans that
have actually proved their value. Moreover, the book is written from an
evangelical viewpoint. It correctly states that the program of church
finance “involves a realization of the essential worth of the Church;
a clear understanding of the Christian basis of chureh finance; a proper
appreciation of the pastor’s relation to the finances of his charge; the
recognition and fulfilment of the laity in the temporal affairs of the



Book Review. — Qiteratut. 959

Church; adequate and equitable provision on the part of the local church
for ministerial support, for building facilities and equipment, and for all
connectional as well as local needs, necessitating the utmost care in
budget planning; the best methods of cultivating the constituency, en-
listing the constituents, conserving and carrying on; and a businesslike
method of handling the funds.” Among the many fine statements of the
book are the following. The author quotes with approval: “The Old
Testament affords no support for the theory sometimes advocated that
tithing is to be the main support of the religion of the New Testament.”
His own statement, on page 36, reads: “A local church, to be Christian,
cannot build its financial program upon legalism. The church that at-
tempts it cannot produce character that is genuinely and thoroughly
Christian. The divine ideal for the individual or the group cannot be
realized through external coercion. It is possible only through the volun-
tary and enthusiastic loyalty which is the fruitage of Christian freedom.”
Again, on page 38: “In an age of democracy and liberty it [namely
stewardship education] is an imperative factor in developing a sense of
obligation in proportion to opportunity and of responsibility in keeping
with privilege.” But this will suffice to show the tenor of the book. We
trust that many pastors will obtain copies of this book for themselves and
their finance boards. P. E. KRETZMANN.

Proceedings of the Sixteenth Convention of the English District
of the Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. Concordia Pub-
lishing House, St.Louis, Mo. 96 pages, 6X9. Price, 22 cts.—
Central District. 92 pages. Price, 24 cts. — Eastern District.
80 pages. Price, 21 cts. — Sued-Wisconsin-Distrikt. 71 pages.
Price, 14 cts. — Michigan District. 96 pages. Price, 16 cts.

It is a pleasure to call attention to these synodical reports im the
uniform format and print which has always characterized this branch of
the work done by our Comncordia Publishing House, and it is a pity that
the plan which was brought to the attention of our clergy early in the
summer, according to which the entire set of reports was to be issued in
a uniform fashion, could not be carried out for want of cooperation. These
reports constitute a valuable theological library and should be found in
particular in the library of every young pastor of our Synod. In the five
reports which are listed above we have the following doctrinal essays.
The English Distriet heard two essays: one on “Our English Distriet in
Its Early Developments,” with valuable historical material; the other on
“Spiritual Stewardship,” presenting the topic from a most interesting
angle. The Central District likewise heard two essays: one on the words
of the Creed “I believe in the resurrection of the body and the life ever-
lasting” and the other on “Christian Stewardship.” The Eastern District
heard an essay on “The Great Commission,” which is full of material for
mission talks. The South Wisconsin Distriet heard two papers: one on
“Church Discipline” and the other on “The Christian Home,” both highly
instructive and valuable. The Michigan Distriet heard two English papers:
one on “The Layman in Church-work” and the other on “Modernism and
Redemption,” both of which were exceedingly timely and practical. No
pastor or layman will study the various essays here enumerated without
the richest spiritual blessings. P. E. KRETZMANN.
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The Woman Pays. By Frank Leighton Wood, M.D. Zondervan, Grand
Rapids, Mich. 280 pages, 514X8. Price, $2.15.

The three problems upon which this volume attempts to shed the light
of medical experience are indicated by the following expansion of the title,
The Woman Pays, printed on the jacket of the book: “For Sex Ignorance
and Mistakes of Men and Women before and after Marriage the Bride
Pays”; “For the Imbecility of Criminal Abortion and Ignorance of Birth
Control the Wife Pays”; “For Medical Haste and Indifference and Surgical
Greed in Childbirth the Mother Pays.” The chapters of the book fulfil
the promise given on the same jacket that Dr. Wood’s pages are “entirely
free of salacious terminclogy, while, at the same time, exhibiting a com-
mendable freedom from furtive hint and half-explained suggestion, usual
to most treatises of similar character.” After general considerations of
the sex question and a chapter devoted to physiology, he discusses venereal
diseases and, in connection therewith, makes a plea for physical examina-
tion of all persoms contemplating marriage. The discussion of birth
control containg purely negative judgments regarding this practise, the
pingle exception being made in favor of the observance of the cycle of
fertility. The remaining chapters, 8 to 14, more than half of the book,
contain a most valuable discussion of obstetrics. The author is very pro-
nounced in his opinion that surgery in ecases of childbirth is being greatly
overdone; also that the family physician can be depended on in preference
to hospitalization, which has a much higher mortality rate than deliveries
in the home. While the book does not attempt to solve every moral
problem connected with sex and married life, it is wholesome in its tone
and bears the imprint of a scientific, yet kindly and sympathetic spirit.

TH. GRAEBNER.
Convention Year-Book. The Walther League. 61 pages. Price, 25 cts.
Order from the Walther League, 6438 Eggleston Ave., Chicago, Ill.
This year-book and report on the Houston Convention is especially

interesting on account of the Unite the Youth Endeavor resolutions, which
all our pastors may well study at this time. P. E. KRETZMANN.
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