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New Biographical, Chronological, and Geographical Pictorial Chart
of the Life and Journeys of Jesus Christ. 22X36 inches, litho-
graphed in six colors on heavy stock. Marquette Lithograph Co.,
Chicago, 111. Price, $1.50.

It is axiomatic that every parish-school and every Sunday-school room
ought to have at least one good map of the Holy Land, since it is quite
impossible to teach the Bible-stories in a satisfactory way without such
a map. The map to which the attention of our readers is herewith called
is a most interesting and valuable piece of work. It is a map of the Holy
Land, with special reference to the days of Jesus, giving the names of all
parts of Palestine and of all the cities and towns that are associated with
the life of our Savior. On the margin of the map are twenty-three colored
pictures of the life of Jesus, from His birth to His ascension. Below the
map is a complete harmony of the Savior’s life according to the four gos-
pels. A special feature is the conmection of this list with the map; for
the numbers placed next to the names of the towns on the map correspond
to those in the list, so that every pupil in Sunday-schools, Bible classes, ete.,
will be able to obtain a good mental picture of the historical geography of
Christ’s life. The roads traveled by Jesus are also plainly shown, and
there are other color embellishments on the chart which will appeal to
young and old alike.— The company has also printed a smaller reproduec-
tion of the map, 9X14 inches in gize, which is suitable for framing and
can be used by the individual student. The smaller size sells at $1.20 per
dozen. Our readers are urged to examine the excellencies of this map for
the purpose of introducing it in all their religious classes.

P. E. KRETZMANN.

Epochs in the Life of the Apostle John. By A.T.Robertson, A. M.,
D.D., LL. D., Litt. D., late Professor of New Testament Interpreta-
tion, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. Flem-
ing H. Revell Company, New York, London, and Edinburgh. 253
pages, 5% X8%,. Price, $2.00. Order through Concordia Publishing
Houge, St. Louis, Mo.

It is with a melancholy feeling that one takes up this book, remem-
bering that its author no longer is among the living. All conservative
scholars will be grateful that Dr. Robertson was able to finish this work
before death terminated his astounding literary activities. As he says in
the preface: “This volume completes the Hpochs series (Jesus, Paul, Peter,
John), though the volumes on the Baptist (John the Loyal) and Luke the
Historian could well be included.” The book is a noble production and
deserves to rank with the other important works of the author just
mentioned. We have here a strong defense of the old view of the Church
that the “beloved disciple” and the Apostle John are identical and that
this person is the author of the fourth gospel. The author thoroughly
disposes of the theory which would make the so-called Presbyter John of
Papias a different person from John, the son of Zebedee, and fasten author-
ship of the fourth gospel on him. The authorship of the Apocalypse and
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of the three epistles bearing the name John is likewise vindicated for John,
the son of Zebedee. As in his volume on Peter, Dr. Robertson not only
discusses the historical facts pertaining to the Apostle John, facts gleaned
from the gospel narrative and the Book of Acts and the epistles, but he
likewise discusses the doctrinal contents of the works which John wrote.
Thus 1 John is treated in a chapter which has the heading “John Fighting
Gnosticism” and the subheading “The First Epistle” and which comprises
thirty pages (110—140). Necessarily detailed exegesis can seldom be
attempted. The chapter on Revelation has the heading “Seeing Visions
in the Isle of Patmos” and covers pages 199—237. To give an idea of
the author’s style and manner of treatment of his material, we quote
a paragraph discussing the first verses of Rev.20: “The temporary binding
of Satan and the martyrs’ reign (20,1—6) are the occasion of endless
controversy to-day. Those who take the thousand years literally overlook
the fact that the Apocalypse is a book of similes and that it is perilous to
insist on that point, either in favor of the post- or the premillennial view.
Peter’s comment (2 Pet.3,8) is pertinent. It is also uncertain how the
first and the second resurrection are to be understood. Certainly the second
death (20,6—14; 21, 8) is the lake of fire and brimstone (hell), spiritual
death. The first resurrection can be spiritual, not of the body. But in any
case it seems confined to the martyrs in v.4 and has nothing in common
with. Paul’s language in 1 Thess. 4, 16 or 1 Cor. 15,23. Special honor is to
be given to the martyrs. The general resurrection for all the rest comes
later, 20,5.12. ‘To infer from this statement, as many expositors have
done, that the ezésan of v.4 must be understood of bodily resurrection is
to interpret apocalyptic prophecy by methods of exegesis which are proper
to ordinary narrative’ (Swete)” (p.234). Altogether we have here a work
which it will pay every minister to own and study. ‘W. ARNDT.

The Early Sermons of Luther and Their Relation to the Pre-Refor-
mation Sermon. By FElmer Corl Kiessling. Zondervan Publish-
ing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 157 pages, 514 X73%. Price, $1.50.
Order through Concordia Publishing House, St. Lounis, Mo.

Dr. E. C. Kiessling is a member of the Wisconsin Synod and professor
of English and History at Northwestern College, Watertown, Wis. His
book is the dissertation he submitted to the faculty of the Divinity School,
University of Chicago, in candidacy for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy.
It is an able presentation of an important and interesting phase of the
development that took place in the formative years of the great Reformer’s
life from 1512 to 1522. The material is divided under the following gen-
eral heads: 1. The Pre-Reformation Sermon. II. The Formal Side of
Luther’s Early Preaching. III. The Theological Content of the Sermons.
IV. The Content of Sermons as It Reveals the Character of the Age and
of the Preacher.

In his historical survey of preaching in Germany during the Middle
Ages the author shows that preaching, though not the work of the average
parish priest, but of men especially called for this work because of their
preaching ability, was quite commmon in the period before Luther and that
sermons, when delivered before congregations, were usually in the ver-
nacular. For example, in Westphalia, between the years 1378 and 1517,
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there are “sermon collections of 70 preachers whose names are known;
an equal number of anonymous collections; at least 100 manuseript vol-
umes of sermons, 10,000 different sermons printed in incunabula, to say
nothing of the manuscripts which had come down from the previous cen-
turies and collections from the neighboring provinces.” While the preach-
ing was mostly done by Franciscan, Dominican, and Augustinian friars,
the end of the period saw the rise also of the professional preacher. At-
tempts were made to lay down definite standards for preachers. “Every
member of the clergy licensed to preach had at least been exposed to
a theological education, which was sometimes given only by the parish
priest, in his parsonage, but more often probably by trained teachers in
a cathedral or cloister school or later in a university.” The traditional
length of the fifteenth-century sermon was one hour, and sermons were
delivered mostly in the chief Mass, at nine or ten in the morning. The
regular Sunday sermons were usually based on Gospel- and Epistle-lections.
Sermon series during Lent or on the Catechism (Ten Commandments,
Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Seven Deadly Sins, Seven Sacraments) were not un-
common. “The New Year’s sermon underwent an interesting development,
Its contents gradually shifted from the circumecision and the naming of
Christ to thoughts connected with the beginning of the new year.” There
were various types of sermons, but the thematic was most common. “Con-
trary to the opinion formerly held within the Protestant churches, the late
medieval preacher was well versed in Scriptures”; but “broadly speaking,
the content of the medieval sermon was ethical rather than doctrinal or
polemical.”

In presenting his study of Luther’s early preaching, the author covers
about 290 sermons which Luther preached in this period. He shows that,
though Luther was a slow speaker, he was popular even before 1517 and
that he preached ordinarily on the pericopes for Sundays and festivals.
As to his preparation and delivery, it cannot be determined whether or
not his early sermons were written out before delivery. In his later career
he worked out only a Konzept, “which often vanished into thin air when
he came upon the pulpit and involuntarily became the mouthpiece of a mes-
sage he had not originally planned to utter.” “Often he was vexed in
his sleep by dreaming that he had to preach and had no Konzept.” “For
studied rhetorical effects, either in diction or gesture, he had an absolute
aversion.” Luther denounced long-windedness in the pulpit and once left
the church “during one of the interminable sermons of Bugenhagen” (who
preached two hours and more), “but was aware that he himself was not
always so concise in sermonizing as he might have been.” As to the
homiletic character of his sermons, John Gerhard described it well when
he spoke of its “heroic disorder.” “Luther’s style of preaching was a com-
bination of expository and topical methods. Rarely is there a really ex-
haustive textual exposition even in his homilies.” Sometimes the text is
peripheral in his treatment. At the end of a long sermon for Epiphany
he says: “You will see from my Geschwaetz how immeasurably greater
God’s Word is than man’s word.” His introduction and conclusion are
abrupt and matter-of-fact: “What the spittle means, we shall save for
another occasion.” “But of this I have a sermon in print. Therefore I will
omit it now. Read it there.” His sermons are unusually full of illustra-
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tions, and their language is popular, racy, and colorful. As to his illus-
trations, “some of them are exaggerated, some not in good taste, but all
vibrate with life.” His sermons are full of enough “winged words” for
a small anthology.

In Luther’s sermons up to 1516 Dr. Kiessling finds evidence of his
scholastic heritage; in those of 1517, the influence of mysticism; and
from 1516 to 1522 the signs of the “new theology” (justification by faith)
are more and more apparent. “He began to proclaim from his pulpit a new
way of salvation, grounded in the Scriptures, illuminated by his own in-
sight, and adapted to the needs of the hour and the hearts of his hearers.”
“The sermons he thus evolved were as different from those of the later
medieval preachers as the plays of Shakespeare are different from those
of his predecessors.”

“What, then, did Luther contribute to the sermon and to the genera-
tion of sermonizers after him? . . .

“First, he enhanced the position of Christ within the sermon. . . .
Secondly, he made the sermon Scriptural in a sense it had never been he-
fore. . . . Thirdly, he revalued and deepened the ethical teaching of his
time. . . . His last contribution was to enhance its position in the service
and in the life of the Church in general.”

We have purposely quoted at length from the book in order to give
our readers a taste of its contents. We recommend the work whole-
leartedly to our pastors. We personally enjoyed reading it from cover
to cover and feel certain that others will appreciate it as well.

W. G. PoLACK.

Luther’s Large Catechism. Translated by Dr. Lenker. With a fine
picture of Luther and “Readings in Luther and the Bible.” Augs-
burg Publishing House, Minneapolis, Minn. 188 pages, 5%4X8.
Price, $1.00. Order from Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.

Dr. Luther’s Large Catechism requires no introduction in Lutheran
circles, at least not in theory; for every Lutheran knows that the great

Reformer published not only the Enchiridion, but also a commentary on

the Enchiridion, to show pastors and parents how properly to teach the

Enchiridion. To this day this commentary, or Large Catechism, as it was

called in the course of time (Luther simply called it the “German Cat-

echism”), is a rich storehouse of valuable information on the important

Catechism truths, and it is a downright shame that we Lutherans do not

regard it more highly and use it more extensively. The Augsburg Pub-

lishing House is therefore to be congratulated on the reprinting of this
great, good book in so handy a form. The translation is that of Dr. Lenker,
which is as simple as it is excellent. Since the Augsburg Publishing House
used the plates of the Luther Press and omitted the Small Catechism, the
reprint begins with page 35. The value of Luther’s Catechism has been
enhanced by ‘“Readings in Luther and the Bible,” prepared by Dr. Lenker,
which richly supplement the information given in the Large Catechism.

‘We hope that many Lutherans and other Christians in our country will

study this precious book and thus deepen and increase their knowledge

of the five Chief Parts of our Christian faith treated in the Large

Catechism. J.T. MUELLER.
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Synoptifdes Inhaltsverzeidnid bder gebriudlidiften Lutherandgaben von
Rudolf Bofer und Wegweifer in Budiwaldd Luther-RKalendarinm
bon Bernhard Whrner. M Heinfiud Nadfolger, Qeipsig. 1935.
103 Seiten 514, X834, Preis: M. 3.60.

Dieg it ein fleines, aber fehr wertvolled Budh fitr jeben, der Quther lieft und
mit Quther arbeitet. ©8 toird mir perfinlid) manden Gang von meiner Stubier-
ftube und Amisftube in die Seminarbibliothef {paren. Jeber, der mit [uther
atbettet ober auf Qutherzitate in feiner Qeftiire ftogt, madit die Crfahrung, dap
Quthersitate nady verfdhiebenen Uusgaben gegeben werden. JIn Veut{dhland vicd
et meiftend nady der grofen, teuren Weimarer WuSgabe jzitiert, Hier in Wmerifa
bielfad) nad) der alten LWald){dhen ober der neuen St. Louifer ober der deutid)-
linbifdjen Grlanger Ausgabe. Daun entfteht oft dbie Frage: In weldher Schrift
Luthers fteht bas betreffende Quihertvort, und wo fann ih e8 in meiner
Ausgabe finben? Da Tleiftet diefed fleine Werf ausgeseidhnete Dienfte, indem e8
in nebeneinanbderftehenden Kolumnen bie Quiberidriften in jeitlicher Reihenfolge
nad) ber Weimarer Wudgabe, die diefe Meihenfolge darbietet, nennt und angibt,
auf toeldher Seite unbd in tweldhem Bande der Weimarer, der Grlanger und bder
beiben fleineren Bonner und Braunjdyveiger Ausgaben diefe Schriften fich finden.
Diefe WUngaben, die fonft in dielen Binben zerftreut find, find hier zufammen-
getragen auf 73 Seiten. Dann folgen tweitere twertvolle Qutherregifter auf Srund
bes in biefer Jeitfdrift (1, 237) befprodenen Luther-Lalenbariums. Luthers
inbalireidhe Briefe find hier geordnet nad) den Orijdaften, in bie fie gejandt
wutben, und nadh den Perfouen, an die fie geridhtet find. &8 wird ein Reife=
regifter Quther angegeben, nady weldem man {dnel finden fann, wohin Luther
gereift ift und wo er fih oufgehalten Hhat, €8 wird ferner ein RMegifter ber Per=
jonen gegeben, die Quther bejudyten oder Dbei ihm verfehrten. Dann folgt ein
Predbigtregifter, oorin alle Stellen bed Wlten und Neuen Teftaments, iiber die
Quiher Prebigten gehalten hat, angegeben iwetden und jugleidh der Quibherband,
o biefe Prebigten fich finden, und {Glieflih aud) ein Regifter 3u den Dishuta=
tionen und YVorlefungen, die Suther gehalten Hat. Jn Verbindung mit Budmwalds
Quther=Ralendarium fommt diefes Bud) dem praftifhen BVediirfnis aller Luther=
Tefer entgegen und wird ein unentbehrlidhes Handiverfszeng. LWenn dodh nur aud
nody mehr auf Amerita Vejug genommen und unfere St. Couifer Yutheraudgabe
mit Hereingesogen worden ivite! Q Fitrbringer.

The Cross. By EBdwin C. Munson. Augustana Book Concern, Rock
Island, I11. 172 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.00.

These are Lenten addresses which not only employ the speech of
present-day America, but make pointed applications throughout to the
moral and economic conditions of our day. The Christian doctrines of
the atonement and of justification by faith form the background for these
meditations on Christ’s sufferings and death. Bmphasis is on sanctifica-
tion. The doctrinal discussions sometimes lack depth, as when a parallel
is drawn between the vicarious suffering of Christ and that of parents,
soldiers, ete. The author’s reference to “vested interests,” to the principle
of a “fair return” for labor, and to war as “wholesale murder,” are not
inappropriate in a modern sermon, but will be helpful only if it is made
clear that the implications are social and not socialistic. The cross of
Christ as the controlling power in the faith and life of the Christian
is the theme carried through the book. TH. GRAEBNER.
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The Netherlands Indies. World Dominion Survey Series. By Joh.
Rawws, H. Kraemer, F. J. F. Van Hasselt, N. A. C. Slotemaker de
Bruine. World Dominion Press, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York.
186 pages. Price, 5s.

This is a very fine contribution to missionary literature and introduces
as no other English book known to me to the large missionary work done
in The Netherlands Indies. The authors did much original research work
in order to produce this informative volume. The maps and exhaustive
statistical appendices are noteworthy and serve their purpose well. Thirty-
seven societies and churches are enumerated as doing Protestant and eleven
organizations as doing Roman Catholic missionary work.

In reading this volume, I was again impressed with the magnitude
of the task to evangelize the world that still confronts the Church of God.
Much that is proclaimed in missionary lands under the title of the Word
of God is anything but that and cannot serve to lead to God and life
eternal through Christ. What a great responsibility, then, do we have to
whom has been entrusted the undimmed light of the Word!

FREDERICK BRAND.

The Gospel of Christ. By Jerome 0. Williams, D.D. TFleming H.
Revell Co., London. 160 pages, 514 X73;. Price, $1.50.

These are religious addresses which stress the deity of Christ and the
vicarious atonement and throughout strike the evangelical tone. Of course,
we must always expect that a preacher of the Reformed churches will
preach reformed doctrine, as, for example, when the author of this book
speaks of “the symbol of baptism” (p.18). J. H. C. FriTZ.

Christian Art. By C.R. Morey. 120 pages, including 48 half-tone plates,
6% 81,. Longmans, Green & Co. London, New York, Toronto.
Price, $1.75.

We have a sufficient number of books on the various arts, also the
ecclesiastical arts, as, for example, the fine monograph by Gradmann, Ge-
schichte der christlichen Kunst. But this book is different. It is not
a volume of mere historical and descriptive information, but of a most
sympathetic interpretation of the principles and factors which influenced
the art of each period, from the Byzantine to the present day. The pub-
lishers state that “this book was prepared by Professor Morey for the
Liturgical Arts Society, an organization of which leading church architects,
a. large number of Catholic clergy, and many patrons of art are members.”
The author is ome of the most distinguished of living American archeolo-
gists and art historians. He has been professor in this field at Princeton
since 1918 and is at present head of his department. In this monograph
he lays more stress on painting and sculpture than on achitecture; but
his striking definitions characterizing the periods and his philosophy of art
offer most delightful and informative reading. The fact that the volume
must be studied with constant reference to the splendid half-tone illustra-
tions enhances the value of the book for the lover of Christian art. The
purchase and the study of this book will prove eminently worth while.

P. E. KRETZMANN.
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The Road Back to God. A Series of Self-searching Devotional Talks
by O.P.Kretzmann. The Walther League, Chicago. 1935. 120
pages, 51 X 7%. Price, $1.00.

This is a fascinating book, for the author, executive secretary of the
International Walther League, has the gift of talking to the heart of young
people. The talks which are here presented were delivered at one of the
Walther League summer-conference camps, which have brought such rich
blessings to numerous young (and old) people in our circles. They are
charged with emotion, although they are based throughout on the fact of
the atoning power of Christ’s blood. The imagery throughout is beautiful,
lofty, chaste, the examples and stories well chosen, the poetry appealing.
We ghould like to recommend the book to all our pastors, especially to
those who find some difficulty in addressing themselves to the particular
needs of young people. The Introduction, by Prof. E. J. Friedrich of Con-
cordia. Seminary, St.Louis, really introduces the author and the book.

P. E. KRETZMANN.

Training for Church-Membership. By A. Earl Kernahan, D.D. Flem-
ing H. Revell Company, London. 125 pages, 51, X73,. Price, $1.50.

The purpose of this book is good. In his introduction Dr. Kernahan
says: “A conviction has been steadily growing, during the years of my
work as a pastor and as the National Director of The Directed Survey
and Visitation Evangelism Campaigns, that no adequate course of training
has been furnished for those who seek admission into the membership of
the: Church. A little formal preparation, a short catechetical course,
a. presentation of miscellaneous material, a meeting or two for memoriza-
tion of questions and answers, a series of prayer-meetings, or indeed no
training at all have too often been the methods pursued in the sacred
work of preparing individuals to enter the most practical and at the same
time the holiest community relationship on earth.” We are sorry to say
that the author has miserably failed in presenting a book to prepare in-
dividuals for church-membership. From his viewpoint the author was
compelled to fail, for he says in his preface: “It has been our wish to
avoid any denominational bias and to help all who use the text to become
Christians first and then to become intelligent members of their respective
churches. I have directed as many as eighty-four denominations in one
campaign. I know them all, intimately. The emphasis given in this book
therefore will be universal and imperative. I wish to express my sincere
gratitude to the representatives of the various communions whose state-
ments appear in the first section. This book will be used in the prepara-
tion of individuals for membership in all of these churches, and these
statements from my friends will be of interest and help to the thousands
who will use it.” Also the Lutheran Church is given two pages in this
book, and although the article is written by a Lutheran pastor, no one
can by reading it tell how the Lutheran Church distinguishes itself from
other denominations and what is really required to become a member of
the Lutheran Church. The whole book bespeaks the religious indifferent
attitude of our day. J. H. C. FriTZ.
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Der Begriff der Seelforge bei Clausd Harms und Lihe. Herausgegeben von
Mathias Sdhuls 6. Berteldmann, Giitersloh. 83 Seiten 5% X8%.
Preid: Kartoniert, M. 2.40,

€8 ift die§ ein iibevous intereffantes und lehrreihes WBitdhlein, bdas fein
Prediger aud) unferer Synode ohne Nufen lefen twird. TWoh! ift ¢8 junddit fiir
beutjdpe Berhiltniffe gefdhrieben; Ddodh treten Lofalbesichungen juritd, und die
Grunbfdge ber Seelforge merden in durdhausd objeftiver Weife darvgelegt. Det
Berfaffer weift nad), da {owohl Harms al§ Lihe die drei Elemente, die fitr jeben
Begriff der Seelforge al8 fonftituierend angufehen find, ald ,dbad Wort Gottes,
bie Perfon des Seeljorgers und die Gemeinde” beftimmt, Cr verticft mit Redyt,
baf man, tie e3 in unferer Jeit fo Haufig gefdhieht, frgend etiwvas an bie Stelle
bes Worted Gottes fefen will und daf e8 Plicht bed Seelforgers jei, folthe Mittel
su finben, die dem ,der Grgimsung bediirftigen MWort Gottes jur Seite gefeht
ober itbergeorbmet verben mithten. Tber das Werhiltnis ber Piydhologie jur
Seelforge fagt ber BVerfaffer trefflidh: ,Der Seelforger mup von bdiefen Dingen
ettvad wiffern; er mup bdie Methoben und Feftftelungen ber Tiefenpipdologie
fennen. Seine diagnoftifden Fahigleiten diirften dadurdh gans wejentlid
geforbert wetden. Fidht fo tn gleihem Make feine Thervapte . .. JImmer
beutlidier erfenmen wwir Heute, daf der veligitd-dhriftlihen Seelforge die Wufgabe
sufallt, bie profane Piydotherapte — bdie Tiefenpihdhologie eingejdloflen — ju
ergingen, zu forvigievem, 3u vertiefen. Diefe oitd tmmer die Netgung Haben,
im Relativen fredenzubleiben, twenn niht gar im fraffen Naturvalidmus, wic das
Yeute bei der Pihdoanalyfe von Freud der Fall ift. Sie wird bie Begtifie von
Sduld und Siinbe nur ju leidht auflbfen. Sie wird immer nur von Kranfheit
reben und in bem Sa endigen: Ules verftehen YHeift alled perzeihen. Hier hat
pie driftlihe Seelforge die Aufgabe, an Hand ded gbttlidhen Wortes die Wb{olut-
heit ber Normen ju wahren, wirflidh bon Siinde und Sdhuld ju rvedben, aber dann
aud) eiter an Hand dedfelben gbttlidhen Torted ben Troft und die Kraft der
Gribfung Chrifti ju seigen.# (&.35.) 638 ift in dem Biidhlein ded Vorirefjlichen
fo biel, baf man gelegentliche irvige BVehauptungen germe itberfieht, wenn 3. B.
behauptet wird, daf bie dialettifhe Theologie fith mit befonberem Eruft um Gotted
Wort befitmmere, ober twenn von Quthersd ecclesiola in ecclesia geredet ivird,
wihrend dod) dbied Jnftitut nidht auf Quiher, fondern auf den Pietidmus juriid-
sufiihren ift, dev 8 gerabe alg eind der Mitfel, dem Wort Gottes aufsubelfen,

anfah, die body der Verfaffer mit Redht vertvirft. Theo Latid.
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