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Book Review — Siteratur

The Interpretation of St.Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. By R.C.H.
Lenski, D.D. Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, O. 934 pages,
6x9. Price, $4.00. Order from Concordia Publishing House,
St. Louis, Mo.

“Dedicated to the Concordia Seminary, St.Louis, Missouri” — these
words greet the reader as he begins the perusal of this noble volume.
If the author were still living, we should assure him of our gratitude
for the kindly, friendly feeling expressed in these brief dedicatory words.
But hardly had the book arrived and study of it had become possible
when the Lutheran world was shocked by the news that Dr. Lenski had
departed this life. As we sorrow over the severe loss which the Church
at large and his church-body, the American Lutheran Church in par-
ticular, has suffered through his death, we are thankful that he has
bequeathed to all of us this splendid heritage, a scholarly commentary on
the New Testament, the various volumes of which are now, at brief
intervals, appearing, among them this stately one on Romans. In de-
scribing this work, we may say that here, as in the former volumes of
this commentary, one finds a literal translation of the original Greek, an
explanation of difficult or striking linguistic phenomena, an exposition
of the thought of the apostle, and finally a discussion of this thought
with appropriate applications. All this is submitted not in pedantic
adherence to a certain scheme, but with delightful freedom and fresh-
ness, the author never permitting himself to lapse into a humdrum,
lifeless presentation of exegetical details. The reader will not find every
little point treated on which he would like to be given information,
but he will see that all major matters have been given due consideration,
often at considerable length, and that which is given abounds in vital,
scintillating thought.

To give an example of the author’s style, we shall quote some sen-
tences from his remarks on Rom.16,17.18 (p.918f.):—

“Paul’s admonition is devitalized in its application to us today by
a specious use of the historical principle of interpretation. Who were
‘those causing the divisions,’ etc.? In the first place, the well-known
Judaizers, who mixed Law with Gospel; then, as First Corinthians shows,
a number of others, some with philosophical, some with false moral
teaching. Now, it is insisted that Paul’s words can be applied only to
these errors and that today we cannot invoke Paul’s admonition unless
we are able to point to exact duplicates of these errors. Generally the
case is narrowed down to the Judaizers of Paul’s day, who demanded
circumcision and observance of Jewish ceremonialism. And even these
are painted in pure black, as men who rejected the entire Gospel. But
look at those Judaizers mentioned in Aects15,5: ‘certain of the sect of
the Pharisees which believed, former Pharisees, now believers, yet
errorists. In Jerusalem they dropped their error; in Galatia some ap-
peared as separatists to divide the churches and to draw them into their
separatism. He who knows his Bible will not be deceived. Paul’s in-
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junction is not to keep away only from total rejecters of the Gospel —
what Christians ever needed such a warning? His injunction is to keep
away from believers who are errorists and teach falsely. Not only the
exact duplicates of the errorists of Paul’s day are to be shunned, as
though no new ones could arise, as though new ones do not divide, tear,
and set traps, as though all errorists, new and old, great and small, are
not related, all in the same class; but, according to Paul himself (15, 4),
‘whatever things were written before, for our instruction were they
written,” to be fully applied, not devitalized, evaded. Give up the effort
to make Paul even a mild unionist.

“18) The very first word generalizes: oi Towitol, ‘such,” the ones
Paul has met and any others who may yet appear. Paul here charac-
terizes all errorists in and by their error, first as far as the Lord is
concerned, then as far as the innocent Christians are concerned. Too
little attention is paid to the meaning of dovievovowv, just as we found
in 14,18. ‘Not our Lord Jesus do they serve’ does not mean —as if the
verb were duoxoviém — that they do not render Him the benefit of their
service; but that they are not acting the part of slaves who obey as
slaves, obey without question every word of ‘our Lord Jesus Christ,
to whom as our Lord all of us (you Romans and I) are slaves. In the
very next verse Paul has the contrast: ‘Your obedience’ has become
publicly known, i. e., you are slaves who do obey our Lord as Lord, and
it is so evident, has been proved to such an extent, that all men who
at all know you know it. As we have seen, many of the Romans were
actual slaves to earthly masters; this word about obeying the heavenly
Lord went home to them much more effectively than it does to us,
who have only heard of slaves. They knew what masters did with
recalcitrant slaves. These got the lash or worse. Such evil slaves are
all ‘such’ as teach contrary to their heavenly Master.”

In the section on Rom. 8, 28—30 the author takes the view of Dr. Stell-
horn, holding that here the intuitu-fidei trope of the doctrine of election
is taught. He is fair inasmuch as he does not conceal that such eminent
authorities as Cremer-Koegel and Moulton-Milligan take a different
view of the meaning of the verb foreknew. But that he misunderstands
the position of many of those who disagree with him when he assumes
that their definition of the divine foreknowing as einen Willensakt Gottes,
einen goettlichen Ratschluss excludes or eliminates knowledge, is very
evident. He writes (p.563): “Both linguistically and doctrinally it is
impossible to eliminate the knowing and to substitute for it an act of
willing, a decree.” If we here think of the teaching of our fathers, we
certainly must say that it never was their intention to eliminate knowing
from the complex content of the verb mgoyiyvioxw. What they con-
tended for was that not mere foreknowledge was spoken of in this verb,
a point which Lenski himself agrees to when he defines yiyvdoxewv with
the old dogmaticians as a moscere (nosse) cum affectu et effectu (p.561).
Lenski, it is true, repudiates synergism. When he stresses that mooéyvw
refers to foreknowledge, he conceives of this foreknowledge as covering
“all that God’s grace would succeed in working in us” (p.563); but his
view certainly empties the divine decree of election of its chief element,
for essentially he reduces it to a mere act of registration in the lists
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of divine omniscience, God surveying mankind and knowing those that
would be believers, and, of course, saying with respect to them, as it
were, “I see these people will be My own; I shall give them a Father’s
care.” It is difficult to understand how, with this conception in mind,
one can still speak of an election of grace. In brief, what Lenski cham-~
pions is the well-known position of the later Lutheran dogmaticians,
which they adopted in their polemics against Calvinism, but in which
they overshot the mark. For a quite complete discussion of the intuitu-
fidei view we may refer the reader to the Intersynodical Theses (also
called Chicago Theses), where the incompatibility of this view with the
Scriptural teaching and that of the Lutheran Confessions is set forth.
There are other points where we have to voice our dissent. In
speaking of Rom.5,12—19, the author is unwilling to admit that objec-
tive justification is taught by the apostle. His opposition seems to be
directed not so much against the doctrine of objective justification itself
as against the terminology employed and the position that Paul, in v.18£,,
sets forth this doctrine. The reader may compare Lenski’s remarks on
p.87: “When thus correctly used, we may speak of allgemeine Recht-
fertigung and of persoenliche Rechtfertigung. Since both are equally
objective, both judicial declarations made by God in heaven, it should
be seen that it is confusing to call the one ‘objective justification’ and
the other ‘subjective justification.” This terminology is inexact, to say
no more.” — Having said this, we now reiterate that we consider this
commentary a splendid achievement and hope that it will promote far
and wide a better understanding and fuller appreciation of the chief
epistle which God has given us through St.Paul. W. ArnprT.

Der Philipperbrief, berfesit und ausgelegt von D. Dr, Paul Kaltweit. Gujtad
Sdlbhmannd Berlagsbudhandlung (Guftad Fi€), Leipsig und Hamburg.
67 Seiten 5X8. Preis, fartoniert: M. 1.40.

Diefer neue Weitrag su der neuteffamentlichen Reibe der Serie ,Bibelhilfe
fiir bie @emeinde’ hat wieder grofen Wert filr den Theologen und Bibelforjder,
der Jelbftanbig su arbeiten verfteht unb su unter{deiven tweif. Denn diefe tnappe
Yuslegung fann dem Cregeten gute Dienjte leijten, wenn fie aud) in der Stelle
pont der Erniedrigung Chrifti zlemlid) {hivadh und unzulinglidh ift und e man-
derortd an Klarheit und Tiefe mangelt, Hingegen fann man fih nur freuen iiber
Siife toie den, tweldhen toiv unter 1, 18 finden: ,Cine anbere Ehriftusbotidhait ald
die von Paulus und dem ganzen Reuen Teffament vertiindigte fann und darf e§
nidht geben. (&.20.) €8 wire fehr su wiinjhen gewefen, dak der Verfaffer ge-
legentlid) ein ¥larves Wort itber bie Wortin{piration ber Sdhrift gefagt hHitte.

B.C Kregmann

The Way of Life. By Geo. Luecke. Third, revised edition. Concordia
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 96 pages, 4X6%. Price, 40 cts.

We are sure that all who know Pastor Luecke’s Way of Life will be
heartily glad that this little gem of dogmatico-apologetic literature is
presented in a third and revised edition. Written in a simple, yet dig-
nified style, it makes ideal reading for all who are interested in the fun-
damentals of the Christian faith. As a gift-book to catechumens, adults
as well as those of school age, it has few equals. In eleven brief, but
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rich and thoroughly worked-out chapters it treats of God’s existence and'
nature, man’s destiny, the divine inspiration, authority, and inerrancy of
the Bible, the God of the Bible, the Triune God, who is Love, the con-
trast between Christianity and unbelief, the Christian hope of salvation,
repentance and conversion, reasons for joining the Christian Church, the
orthodox and the heterodox churches, and lastly, the reasons why un-~
churched readers should join the Lutheran Church. Here a true, kindly
pastor speaks to his readers out of the abundance of his faithful, con-
secrated heart. And he sets forth every essential truth regarding the
way to life so clearly, correctly, and convincingly that we should like
to see this excellent little book spread throughout our country in mil-
lions of copies. By all means let our pastors and teachers make those
over whom they have charge acquainted with this fine witness to the
divine truth. J. Taeopore MUELLER

Vicarious Atonement through Christ. By Louis Berkhof, B. D., professor
of dogmatic theology at Calvin Seminary. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub-
lishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 1936. 184 pages, 514X 7%. Price,
$1.50.

“The doctrine of the vicarious atonement is in discredit today.”
Many no longer believe it (“The modern world cannot conceive of any
one still believing the doctrine of the substitutionary atonement of Jesus
Christ,” says the preface of our book), and many of those who still be-
lieve it no longer believe that it must remain the chief subject of their
study and their preaching. To that extent they discredit it. They
agree with the dean of an Episcopalian seminary who lately said: “I think
we spend too much time on dead subjects. . .. I have heard of a semi-
nary where a whole term —or was it a whole year? —was given to
a course on the atonement.” (See Living Church, Aug.8, 1936.) But
there are also those who do not consider the hours lost that are devoted
to the study of the vicarious atonement. And they will gladly give their
attention to what Professor Berkhof, president of the theological semi-
nary (Grand Rapids) of the Christian Reformed Church, here writes on
the necessity of the atonement, the objective nature of the atonement,
the vicarious nature of the atonement, the subjective effects of the atone-
ment together with the objections raised against this doctrine and the
substitutes offered in place of the vicarious atonement. Those who have
studied the chapters on the atonement in Dr. Pieper’s Christliche Dog-
matik will here find valuable supplementary matter. They will be going
over familiar ground and will find additional useful information on
various points. Unwaveringly, unmoved by the protest of reason, Pro-
fessor Berkhof stands on the Biblical teaching concerning the necessity
and the vicarious nature of the Atonement.

But when he discusses the extent of the Atonement, he maintains,
despite the protest of Scripture, the Calvinistic position. These are the
final chapters of the book: “The Restricted Design of the Atonement”
and “Objections to the Doctrine of a Limited Atonement Considered.”
At this point the Calvinist permits reason to dominate his theology..
Calvinism has accepted reason as a safe guide in divine matters. We
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hear Professor Berkhof saying that a certain teaching “does not com-
mend itself to human reason and is also unseriptural. (P.71.) And so
he denies here that grace is universal because of rationalistic considera-
tions. Before he gives the “proof from Scripture-passages” (p.161), he
establishes his doctrine by arguments like these: “Since God from all
eternity decreed to save a certain definite number of the fallen human
race, . . . it is but reasonable to suppose that He adapted the means pre-
cisely to the end which He had in view. ... We can only suppose that
He designed the necessary means also for those and for no other per-
sons. . . . If God knows precisely, as He does, who will and who will
not accept the offer of salvation, does it seem reasonable to think that He
would send Christ into the world to suffer and die for the purpose of
saving those of whom He is sure that they will never meet the con-
ditions and be saved?” (P.157.) Again: “Another argument is based
on the fact that, according to the doctrine of universal atonement, as held
by some, God is really exacting a double satisfaction for sin. If Christ
really satisfied the demands of the Law for all men; if He made atone-
ment or amends for all, meeting all their legal requirements, it would
seem that the Law would have no further claim on them as a condition
of life and could not very well exact another satisfaction of them by
eternal punishment.,” (P.159.) And on the strength of these bald and
coarse ratiocinations the plain statements of Scripture are ignored and
turned into their very opposite. Did the Lamb of God take away the
sins of the world? of all men? No; for “the word world is sometimes
used to indicate that the Old Testament particularism belongs to the
past and made way for New Testament universalism. In all probabilty
this is the key to the interpretation of the word world in such passages
as John 1, 29; 6, 33. 51; 2 Cor. 5,19; 1 John 2, 2. ... The passages in
1 Tim. 2, 3. 4 and 2 Pet. 3, 9 refer to the revealed will of God that both
Jews and Gentiles should be saved, but imply nothing as to the universal
intent of the Atonement.” (Pp.169.170.) Has the grace of God that
bringeth salvation appeared to all men? Titus 2, 11 says so, but in-
spired by reason, the Calvinist says: “The all in this verse evidently
refers to all classes of men.” (P.170.) Can one be lost for whom Christ
died? Not according to the doctrine of the limited atonement. Then
why did Paul say so in 1 Cor. 8,11 and the parallel passages? “These
passages do not imply that the weaker brethren could actually fall away.
. . . Some commentators assume that the word perish in these passages
does not necessarily refer to eternal dammation, but may simply mean
‘embitter’ or ‘injure.”” (P.170.) —The study of these sections of the
book is not unprofitable. It will show that the Calvinistic teachings are
not based on Scripture.

The book closes with a paragraph stating that “it is not the duty of
the preacher to harmonize the secret counsel of God respecting the re-
demption of sinners with His declarative will, as it is expressed in the
universal offer of salvation.” Whatever may be meant by “secret coun-
sel,” the principle expressed is the only correct one. When reason tries
to harmonize Scripture doctrines, it vitiates or destroys one or all of
them. The Calvinistic reason harmonizes Scripture by eliminating the
sweet doctrine of universal grace. TH. ENGELDER
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‘What Is Christianity? By Sverre Norborg, Ph.D. Translated by J.C.
K. Preus, D. D. 136 pages, 5% 8. Augsburg Publishing House,
Minneapolis, Minn. Price, $1.00.

How Halvor Became a Minister. By Peer Stroemme. Translated from
the Norwegian by Inga Bredesen Norstog. 192 pages, 5X8. Augs-
burg Publishing House, Minneapolis, Minn. Price, $1.00.

Laur. Larsen, Pioneer College President. By Karen Larsen. 358 pages,
515%9. Norwegian American Historical Association, Northfield,
Minn. Price, $3.00. May be ordered through Concordia Publish-
ing House, 3558 S. Jeflerson Ave., St.Louis, Mo.

Three volumes representing the Norwegian Lutheran scene, all three
bearing a relation to Luther College of Decorah, Iowa, which celebrated
its diamond jubilee last year. The first is a work of a Norwegian scholar,
‘who is at the present time lecturing in this country. Norborg received
early honors from the Lutheran Church of Norway and from the uni-
versities of Erlangen, Leipzig, Berlin, Oslo, and Oxford and has held
pastoral positions in Norway and in New York City. From the academic
side the mantle of Soederblom has fallen upon Norborg as one of the
‘most highly talented sons of the Scandinavian Lutheran Church. He
converses with ease, as did Soederblom, in five or six languages, and he
can write simply. His book discusses the essence of Christianity, — the
new birth, faith in Jesus Christ, and the life of daily repentance and re-
newal, — and it does it with a stirring, powerful appeal. Whatever faults
may be found with the book, —sometimes state-church conditions are
perceptible, the doctrine of the Church and of the means of grace are not
prominent, — it surely has none of the leaven of synergism. The sola
gratia is powerfully stressed. The higher criticism is rejected (p.108).
"The sermon to Norborg is, as to us, “the message which an obedient wit-
ness of God has drawn forth from the Holy Scriptures under the gui-
dance of the Spirit of God” (p.111). The translation has been beautifully
done by the president of Luther College, Dr.J.C.K.Preus. Future edi-
tions will give us the correct typography for “perusia” (parusia, p.108)
and for “insane” (inane, p.111).

The second volume announced above is the autobiographical sketch
by the late Peer Stroemme, written some forty years ago and now trans-
‘lated from the Norwegian. Stroemme was a gifted journalist, who never
lost his Lutheran consciousness although success beckoned to him in the
field of naturalistic fiction. In Hwvorledes Halvor blev Prest he told his
life-story, to a large extent the story of his experiences at Decorah and
at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. In the story appear the names of
‘men honored in Norwegian American history — Preus, Ottesen, Brandt,
Koren, Larsen, Stub, Ottesen, Brandt, Muus. Stroemme’s reminiscences
of St. Louis, — Concordia Seminary, Dr. Walther, Schaller, his Wasch-
tante, — embellished with wholesome humor, possess historical value, as
does the entire book, as a record of an almost forgotten age.

Norwegian Americans are to be congratulated upon the high scholar-
ship which marks the productions of the Norwegian American Historical
Association and also upon their latest product, the life of Dr.Larsen by
“his daughter Karen. Miss Larsen teaches history at St. Olaf College and
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at.the diamond jubilee of Luther College was given the honorary Doctor:
of Letters. Her life of the distinguished Norwegian Lutheran educator is
written with scholarly restraint and shows the hand of the trained his-
torian on every page. Due to the modesty of the sainted Larsen only
few autobiographical data regarding his life were available, and Miss
Karen was limited to obscure pamphlets and periodicals for much of
her source material. It does not appear that much of the correspondence
of Dr.Larsen was available. The story of his life is told with many
side-lights upon his colaborers. Very often we note the progressiveness.
and independence of the man’s thought processes, also with reference to
national (Norwegian) issues and educational questions. As is well known,
Larsen for a time taught at Concordia College, St. Louis (1859—1861).
There is much stirring detail regarding the slavery controversy and, of
course, regarding the controversy on election. While it is evident that
the author does not appreciate fully the fundamental nature of the issues
involved, she remains at least fair and objective in these sections also.
The defection of her father from the Missouri Synod position (by his ac-
ceptance of the Madison Agreement of 1912) is told without justifying
this step or passing judgment upon it. One could wish a little more
definition on this or on other points. There is a criticism in the remark
that, when Larsen died in 1915, “only the very briefest note of the event
was made in the organ of the Church to which he had been so closely
bound” (p.339).* Such deficiencies — there are a few besides this de-
tachment from underlying theological tendencies — do not detract essen-
tially from the value of the book. I is a masterpiece of historical com-
position. We have nothing like it in our own synodical literature.
TuEODORE GRAEBNER
Was Peift (utherifd)? BVon Hermann Saffe.  Biveite, vermehrie Yuflage. Ehr.=
Kaifer=LBerlag, Mitnden. 1936. 171 Seiten 6X9.

Diefed Budh, dad nadh furzer Jeit in siveiter, vermehrter uflage er{deint, hat
ung der BVerfaffer, der befannte Profeffor ber Theologie an ber Univerfitit Cr=
Tangen, freundlidy sugefandt. &5 ift eine in deut{hlindifdhen RKreifen faft einsia-
artige, trefflidie Sdrift. D. Sajfe fteht mitten im Kampfe, ber jegt die Kirde
Deutidlandg betvegt, und ift einer der Vorfdmpfer. ©r fennt ie wenig andere
bie Tutherifdhe Lehritellung und hat den Mut, feine fberseugung flar und be=
ftimmt auszufpreden. Jebe Seite foft zeigt jeine griindliden, Hiftorifden und
bogmatifdhen Kenntiniffe, und es ift thm um die (utherifhe Sivdye ju fun gegen bdie
Union. Gr jagt mit Nedht in dem LVorivort, daB der RKirdenfampf in Deutidh-
Tanbd ,ein Rampf um die Konfejfionen, ein edhter BVefenntnidlamypf, ift. . . . Wibh-
rend die Welt ben Konfejfionen den Totenfdein ausdgeftellt und das fonfeffionelle
Beitalter fitr beenbet erflirt hat, find bie Konfeffionen innerhalb unfers Kivden=
tums ipieder eine Mad)t geloorben. Bor eimem Menjdenalier war man foft allge=

* The present reviewer was then editor of Der Lutheraner and of the Lu-
theran Witness and also responsible for the department of Lehre und Wehre
which passed in review contemporary history. Well does he remember the dis-
tress, and quite insoluble dilemma, which confronted him and his coeditors when
Dr. Larsen’s death was reported. It became a question of harmonizing the stal-
wart attitude in doctrinal matters that had characterized the sainted Norwegian
Lutheran leader and his later acceptance of the Madison Theses. The suggestion
of reasons and motives involved was unescapable. . . . The result was the brief
objective notice in Lehre und Wehre, 1915, p. 131.
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mein der {iberzeugung, dah dbie Jufunft des Chriftentums auf dem Gebiete der
SGefinnung und Tat® liege, dak aber bad dogmatifhe Beitalter der driftlichen
Religion abgefdloffen jet. Ullen Beredhnungen und Borherfagen der bejten Ken=
ner ded Geifteslebend jum Troy ftehen wir heute an ber Sdhivelle eined neuen dog-
matijdhen Jeitalters, und swar nidht nur in Deutfhland. Denen, die uns ein:
veden mbdyten, dad8 Chriftentum habe die Madyt iiber die Geifter verlorven und
bie Menfden ftiirben Heute nicht mehr fiiv veligivfe {iberzeugungen, miifte e
bod) 3u denfen geben, bak bie Chriftenbeit, foweit wir dad abjdhisen Ionnen, in
ben Tefiten beiben Jahrzehnten mehr Mirtyrer und Konfefforen in den Tod, in
pie Verbannung und ing Gefingnis Hat gehen fehen ald in den erften drei Jahr=
hunbertens. (&.3.4.) Saffe behandelt nun, wie e3 die gegemivirtige Kirchenlage
erfordert, ausfithrlider bie RLehrunterjdyiede wifhen der lutherijGen und ber
reformierten Kirdpe und hat in feiner Kampfestitigleit ,die er{dittternde Erfah=
rung” gemadt, ,dbap biele bon den deut{dhen Fithrern die Lehre ihrer KLirde . . .
gar niht mehr Jo fennen, wie e8 um der Sadje willen notwendig wirer. (S.5.)
Unb er betont: ,LWie nad) bem Worte des Paulusd niemand bag BVefenntnis, dah
JEfus ber HErr ift, jpredhen fann ,0hne durd den Heiligen Geift’, {o fann aud
niemand die Konfordienformel al8 toirtlides BVefenntnid unterjdhreiben ,ohmne
purd) den Heiligen Geift’. €8 fann niemand die Uuguitana wirflid) als bad Be=
feuntnis feiner Kivdhe annehmen, in deffen Herzen ¢8 nidt jubelt ,JNun freut eud,
licbe Ghriften g'mein’s (&.6.) Wir midhten nod mehr Worte des Verfafferd
anfithren, mitffen e8 jedbod) Hierbei Dewenden lajlen; aber wir empfehlen bdiefe
Sdrift nidt nur denen, die eine genauere Cinfiht in die FHrdhliden Kampfe in
Deutfdland nehmen twollen, fondern gans allgemein. uch Hier in WUmerifa find
nady unfever Iiberseugung KLehridmpfe, BVefenntnisiimpfe, in Sidyt, und g gilt,
baf jeber Theolog, jeder Wajtor ordentlid) geriiftet ift fitr jolde Kampfe. €8 wird
fich da aud) um die Frage handeln: ,LWas ift lutherifhe Lehre?” vielleicht nidt
gegeniiber unierter oder unioniftifher Qehre — denn im Wefen ded Unionidmus
und ber uniecrten Kivche liegt, daf fie eben Feine fefte bejtimmte Lehre hat —, jon=
dern anbern Ridtungen gegeniiber. Wir wiinfden dem um die Iutherijhe Kivche
o ernftlid) fampfenden BVerfaffer von Herzen, bap er nun aud) die vedhten prafii-
fden Folgen aud feiner Lehritellung ziehen unbd ing LWerf fehen mbdte.
L Flirbringer

Proceedings of the Thirty-Fifth Convention of the Ev. Luth. Synodical
Conference of North America. 1936. Concordia Publishing House,
St. Louis, Mo. 125 pages, 6X9. Price, 25 cts.

This report is worth reading just at the present time. Everywhere
men are speaking of Lutheran union, a cause to which the Synodical
Conference is committed. One of its objects is, as the presidential ad-
dress points out, “the uniting of all Lutheran synods of America into
one orthodox American Lutheran Church,” A further remark in this
address will discourage those who are aiming at a unionistic union: “By
the grace of God the Synodical Conference has remained true to its
principles, has remained a conference of Lutheran synods standing firmly
and unequivocally upon the inspired and inerrant Word of God and upon
the Confessions of the Lutheran Church.” And now let all those who
are speaking and writing and conferring on a Lutheran union study Pro-
fessor Hoyer’s essay on “Union Movements in the Church,” as much of
it as has been presented at Indianapolis. Let them take to heart what
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is said about those “unions which are worse than dissension, union at
the expense of the truth,” about formulas “veiling the difference” and
“vague, ambiguous phrases”; also that from the early days of Chris-
tianity men who stood for a union in the truth were charged with “ob-
stinacy” and “were told that with their stubbornness they stood in the
way of progress and advancement for the Church”; nor let them forget
how Luther dealt with those who, though differing with him, were
willing to discuss the differences with a view to their removal: “Since
we do not yet understand each other fully, it is well to exercise mutual
kindness and always hope the best until all turgid waters have settled.”
(P.40.) — The report is worth reading, too, because of the second essay,
by Dr.J.T.Mueller: “The Glory of the Gospel Ministry,” which should
be read at the present time and at all times. —The members of the
Synodical Conference will also want to be kept informed on the state
and progress of the Colored Missions, just now particularly with regard
to the work begun in the Negro’s homeland, Africa.— (On page 13,
line 13, substitute for “Lutherans” they; p. 34, l. 32, for “Luther” Er;
P.76, 1.14, read: “unless we retain the Gospel of salvation by grace, we
shall have, etc.”) TH. ENGELDER

Brightest Light for Darkest Africa. A mission-story book about the
Ibibios of Ibesikpo, explaining their country and their customs. By
John Theodore Mueller, Th. D., member of the Missionary Board
for Colored Missions. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo.
35 pages, 5% X7V,. Price, 10 cts.; dozen, 96 cts., and postage; 100,
$7.00, and postage.

It is proper that our theological journal also should draw attention
to this interesting, well-written brochure, in which in thirteen chapters
pertinent information is given on the African field where the Synodical
Conference has begun a promising mission. The many questions that all
those interested ask as to climate, rainfall, travel, economie, social, and
religious conditions in this field are here briefly discussed. The numer-
ous illustrations help to make the little work appealing to our people.

W. ArNDT

Der Heiland der Welt, Bibelftunden itber die fieben Worte FEu am Kreus.
Bon Hermann Bezzel. D. Gunbert-BVerlag, Stutigart. 106 Seiten 4X6.
Preis: Kartoniert, RM. 1; Leinen: RM. 1.40.

Diefe fieben Betradhtungen find in ihrer Form einfache Prebigten, bdie, ivie

Der Heraudgeber, Lic. Johanned Ruppredt, {dhreibt, ,die Grundivahrheit unfers

evangelifhen @hriftengloubens, dag Wer{vhnungd: und Crldfungsivert unferd

gottmenfdlichen Mittlers” Hetonen. Die Sprade wird allerdbingd in bdiefer tber=
gangdperiode in unjern Gemeinben vielen fhon ju {dhiver fein, aber Bajtoren, die
fidh nad) newem Material fitr Pajfionspredigten umfehen, werden in diefen Be=
tradytungen ivertbolle Gebanfen finben fHunen. Hin und toieder fnnen wir dem

Berfafjer nidht gans folgen, toie wenn er behauptet: ,Worte wie ,bie feujdhe Him-

mef8braut’ {ollten nie itber evangelijhe Lippen gleiten. Trdume ioie von ,der

Mutter Gottes® follten in bem Herzen eines niidhtevenen Protejtanten nie Maum

Paben.” (S.40.) Wahrend wir allerdings Bebenfen Hitten, den erften Ausbrud

3u gebrauden, biirfen wir ung dod) vor dem jiweiten nidht {heuen, da er burdoaus

auf biblifhem Boben beruht. B G Kregmann
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Thirty-Fifth Annual of Convention Associated Lutheran Charities, Sep-
tember 1—4, 1936, at Detroit, Mich. 108 pages, 6 X9. Price, 50 cts.
May be ordered from Rev.J.H. Witte, 304 Tuscola Rd., Bay City,
Mich. Reprints of Pastor Gloe’s paper may be had for 10 cts.

This report contains all the addresses which were delivered before
the 1936 convention of the Associated Lutheran Charities as well as a
summary of all discussions in the afternoon institutes and the papers of
the sectional meetings. Every person who desires to remain abreast of
the times with regard to the work of our Lutheran organizations in the
field of charity and social welfare should read and study this report.

P. E. KRETZMANN
Gingegangene Lifevatur

LQuifertum, Heft 12, 1936, enthilt eine WUbhandlung des Erlanger Kivden=
tedhtlers Hang Lievmann itber ,Unglifanijde Fragen” {oiwie einen Wrttfel bon
N. H. Sie (Kopenhagen) itber ,Die dhriftlihe Litebe und bad Leben im BVeruf.
Die Ranbbemerfungen von Hand Sdomerud und ein gritndblider Biidher- und
Beitidriftenberidht finden fih auf den leten Seiten. — Heft 11 und 12, 1936,
ber Theologie der Gegenvart bringen BVefpredhungen auf dbem Gebiet der {hjtemas
tifden Theologie.

LQuthertum fiir Januar 1937 enthilt widtige Artitel: Simon Shibffel itber
«Dasg angenehime Jahr bes HErenv, Hand Preuf iiber ,Gebanfen jum Stilgefiige
ber Gegenwart’, Otto Henning Nebe itber ,Quibherijhe Lehre, Deidmus und
Myftits. Wuperbem finben fih die Manbbemerfungen von Hangd Sdonterud und
ber Bitdher- und Jeitfhriftenbericht von Johannes BWergdolt, — Die Januars:
nummer der Theologie der Gegenwnrt bdringt Bejpredyungen iiber neuere Er:=
fdheinungen auf dem Gebiete Der Kirdpengefdhichte.

From Augustana Book Concern, Rock Island, Ill.: —

These Three. Devotional Thoughts for the Quiet Hour. By the
Rev. G.H. Knight. 174 pages, 5X7%. Price, $1.00.
From the Round Table Press, Inc., New York: —

The Second Book of Story Talks. By Simeon E.Cozad. 205 pages,
5XTY%. Price, $1.50.
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