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The Old Testament. Its Making and Meaning. By H. Wheeler Robinson,
M. A., D.D. Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. 247 pages, 51%2X8.
Price, $2.00.

The Lutheran pastor ought to be acquainted with the views of
modern liberal Old Testament criticism. This book will well serve that
purpose. It is written by the Principal of Regent’s Park College, who is
also Reader in Biblical Criticism in the University of Oxford, and is one
of the volumes of The London Theological Library, published under the
editorship of Prof. Eric S. Waterhouse. The author says in the preface:
“By the ‘making’ I imply the analytical study of literary origins, and by
the ‘meaning’ those qualities of the book which this study reveals the
more clearly.” With greatest positiveness opinions and views for which
there is not the least foundation in fact are set forth as the assured results
of scientific-historical research. On the value of the Pentateuch the fol-
lowing paragraph will interest our readers and will serve to illustrate
the position and style of the author: “It is not necessary to estimate
separately the five books of the Pentateuch, because as such none of
them had separate existence in the course of their making, apart from
their nucleus, Deuteronomy, which is noticed farther on. ... The value
of the rest of the Pentateuch may be sufficiently suggested by glancing
at (a) the primeval mythology, (b) the partriarchal legends, (c) the
Exodus and its central figure, (d) the religion of Deuteronomy, (e) the
conception of the priestly history. Around these themes, the reader of
the English Bible may conveniently gather the fruits of his own read-
ing of it, which nothing can replace.” (Page 45.)

“a) The early stories contained in Genesis 2—11 are strictly myths,
partly drawn from Babylonian mythology. They belong fundamentally
to that large class of stories which attempt to explain the origin of things,
so that in one sense they are the science as well as the history of a
people’s childhood. . . . To us they” (the stories of Adam and Eve, Cain,
the tower of Babel, etc.) “may seem childish enough considered as
answers to these questions, for they were given by those who were but
children in relation to ourselves, as we shall doubtless seem to those who
come after us.” (Page 46.)

“b) The stories of the patriarchs are to be classed as ‘legends’ rather
than myths. They have doubtless gathered round real persons, or there
have been real persons corresponding to those portrayed, though these
stories have been so much transformed in oral transmission that we
cannot treat them as history. They reflect history; for such stories of
individual men often recounted tribal and clan movements and fortunes,
as they still do in the tales of the nomads.” (Page 47.)

“¢c) The outstanding historical event of the history of Israel as dis-
closed in the Pentateuch is undoubtedly the Exodus. ... Here we have
the first great example of the mere event transformed by the faith of
a prophet into a ‘fact’ for religion. We may only conjecture what ‘natural’



480 Book Review — Siteratur

causes have lain behind Israel’s deliverance from Egypt; the essential
thing is that Moses was there to interpret them.” (Page 49.)

“d) The religious interest of the Pentateuch culminated in the Book
of Deuteronomy. Here, as we read it in the light of historical criticism,
the prophetic teaching of the previous century, that of Amos, Isaiah,
Micah, and especially Hosea, was gathered up and enshrined. Here we
find the great declaration of the oneness of Yahweh (as opposed to the
many Baalim), . . . the centralization of all worship in Jerusalem, . . .
the doctrine of divine retribution. This last was of special importance for
the writing of history in Israel, as we shall see in the subsequent books.”

This is what future pastors are taught about the origin and value
of the Pentateuch, and of the Old and the New Testament in general.
We dread to think of the results of such “criticism” which in fact is
destroying the foundations. Caveat ecclesia Lutherana! TH. LAETSCH

Dag Bud) der Weltpolitif Gotted. RKapitel 40—55 des Buched Jefola. Filr
Hreunde und Berddyter der Bibel ausgelegt von TMag. Hellmuth Frey,
Piarrer in Dorpat. Caliver BVereinsbudhhandlung, Stuttgart, 1937.
204 Seiten Grofioftap, Jn Leinen RM. 5.50.

Der Haupttitel diefed Budhes mag zuerft fremd anmmuten, und audh die dies-
beiiglichen Wusfithrungen find von dbem Heridmmlidien verfdyieden. Wber gerabde
diefer Umitand dringt zum Studbinm ded8 Budyes, dad twenigftend in einem
Punfte unszweifelbaft dag Ridhtige bietet: & erfennt die Meffianitit der Weis-
fogungen in bdiefen Kapiteln an und lebrt far und deutlich die jtellbertretende
Genugtuung, wie wenn 3. B. jhon 3u Jef. 40, 2 gefagt wird: ,ES war bas Seridht,
das flix bas Volt beftimmt waor. Diefer eingelne Hat den Shlag diefes Gerichts
aufgefangen im Namen des Volfes fitr bie Welt; darum find die anbern frei.”
(€. 14) JIm gangen Bud) ijt die wirtlihe (1berjefung ertvoll und anregend,
wenn aud der Berfaffer ben Tert nirgends in der Urfpradhe sitiert. Bet Jef. 53 wird
immer toieder betont, dafy wir e hier su tun Haben mit dem Grldfer des menfd)-
liden Gefhlehtsd, und ber Berfaffer jitiert durdiveg Stellen bed Meuen Tefta=
ments, die Parallelen zum altteftamentlichen Tert bieten und die Erfitllung bder
Weisfagungen in JEju von Nazareth findben. KLeider wird die Darftellung vieler=
ort8 baburd) gejtirt und sum FTeil verbunfelt, dap der BVerfaifer Fefaiad II bon
einem Unbefannten ettoa um die Mitte bed fedhiten Jahrhunbderts vor Ehrijto ver:
fagt fein Yapt. Mit diefen Einfdhranfungen empiehlen wir dag Bud) angelegentlid)
alfen Paftoren, die fich nod) intenfiv mit Gregefe ded Wlten Teftaments befhiftigen,
audy wenn fie der Urfpradhe nidht midhtig jind. P.E Kregmann

From the Upper Room to the Empty Tomb. By William Evans, Ph. D,
D.D. Wm.B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. 294
pages, 5% X8. Price, $2.00.

It is with a feeling of grateful appreciation that we draw the atten-
tion of our readers to this work of Dr.Evans, quite well known as a
writer and lecturer on Bible subjects both on this and other continents.
The author says in the foreword: “I have long had in mind the prepara-
tion of a book dealing with a theme that would be fitting for Lenten,
Passion week, and Easter season. This volume, . . . dealing as it does
with the events that were crowded into the last day of Jesus’ earthly life,
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seems to satisfy that desire,” What we have here may be called a har-
mony of the accounts of the four gospels touching the suffering and death
of the Savior. The resurrection account is dwelt on briefly in the last
chapter. But the book is far more than a harmony. Exegetical and
harmonistic difficulties play a minor role. The author is chiefly interested
in giving a Scriptural interpretation of the great events placed before us
in the Passion-story. He endeavors to let Scripture interpret itself, so
that the significance of the sacred account might be correctly under-
stood by us. Evidently he accepts the Bible as the inspired Word of God,
which must be normative for our faith and teaching. He sees what so
many writers on the suffering of the Savior do not see —its blessed
meaning for the salvation of the world. Speaking of the cry of Jesus
on the cross “My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?” he says:
“Here, then, we are face to face with the ‘cup’ which Jesus had scented
in the garden. Now He was drinking the ‘cup’ which the Father had
placed to His sacred lips. He was being ‘made sin’ for us, and God, ‘who
is of too pure eyes to behold evil} momentarily turned His face away
from His Son in order that He might not turn His face away forever
from the sinning sons of men. . .. ‘Separation from God’—that was
‘death’ in the fullest sense of the word to Jesus; that was the death
which was the wages of sin; the debt which He paid; this was the
thing from which His holy soul shrank in the garden; here He is drink-
ing ‘the cup.” And so it was Jesus who rescued human life from the
agony of desolation,” (P.239f.) In speaking of “the place of the death
of Christ in the Christian religion,” the writer emphatically states and
elaborates that Scripture itself calls it a ransom, a propitiation, a recon-
ciliation, and a substitution. “By substitution,” says Dr. Evans, “is meant
that something happened to Christ, and because it happened to Christ,
it need not happen to us. Christ died for our sins; we therefore need
not die for them if we accept His sacrifice.” (P.258.)

There are a few doctrinal strictures which we have to express with
respect to this excellent book. In its teaching on the Sacraments its
theology is that of the Reformed churches. It therefore denies the real
presence of Christ’s body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. The author
shows himself not well informed when he writes: “Some parts of the
Lutheran and Episcopal Church hold to what is termed the doctrine of
consubstantiation, by which is meant that, while there is real bread and
wine, there is also ‘in, with, and under’ the bread and wine the real
body and blood of the Lord, so that there is a real sense (not like the
Roman Catholic view, however) in which the participant not only has
communion with the bread and wine, but the body and blood, the real
presence of the Lord.” (P.58.) While the author here correctly describes
the Lutheran doctrine, he errs in labeling it as consubstantiation, an error
which, it seems, simply will not die. That the author, in speaking of
the attitude of Judas, does not teach Calvinism is clear from this sen-
tence: “There is no rigid, inflexible law under which God has put man
which compels him to do that which is wrong. Man acts as he does, not
because he is compelled to, but because he wills to. A man’s actions, be
they good or bad, are of his own doing; and in the last analysis every
man will admit this to be true: Judas did —he said: ‘I have betrayed
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innocent blood.’” It seems, however, that in steering away from Cal-
vinistic determinism, the author falls into Pelagianism, as is likewise in~
dicated in the above quotation. Barring these matters, the book re-
ceives our hearty commendation. W. Arnpr

Cur Lord. An Affirmation of the Deity of Christ. By Wm. Childs Robin-
son, A.M.,, Th.D.,, D.D. Wm.B. Eerdmans Publishing Company.
1937. 239 pages, 574X 7%. Price, $2.00.

The author, who is professor of historical theology in Columbia Theo-
logical Seminary, Decatur, Ga., is clearly a Fundamentalist, and this
monograph is a defense of the deity of Christ, as the subtitle indicates,
and an able one. The very chapter headings are suggestive and in~
formative: The Quest of the Historical Jesus; Back to Christ; The
Greater Confession; The Gospel of the Forty Days; Kyrios Christos;
The Worship of Jesus; A Solitary Throne; The Triune God. The
author’s stand on the deity of Jesus is unequivocal, Biblical, and the
study of his book will prove of value to every pastor. A few state-
ments are not altogether adequate, as when a reference to Warfield’s idea
that “the doctrine of the Trinity was revealed between the two testa-
ments” is introduced with the added sentence: “It is preadumbrated in
the Old Testament and presupposed in the New Testament.” (P. 108.)
The most stimulating chapter in the reviewer’s estimate is chapter V.

P. E. KRETZMANN

Christianity versus Religion. By Shade Simmonds. Fleming H. Revell
Co., New York. 265 pages, 514X8%. Price, $2.00.

The very title of this book suggests the author’s confused, phantastic
mode of thinking in matters pertaining to religion. Christianity, he holds,
is not a religion, for religion is made up of creeds, and Christianity is
essentially not anything to be believed, but something to be done. It is
a “life,” a “power in man,” the “God-life,” or the “love-life.” The essence
of the Bible may be summed up in two brief sentences: ‘“There is one
God” and: “God is Love.” The Reformation gave us only a religion, not
Christianity. Yet it gave us the open Bible, and the Bible gives Chris-
tianity. The Reformation gave us Protestantism, and Protestantism is as
bad as Catholicism. Christ is coming again to exert His power; nay, He
is in the world right now, working Christianity; and Christianity will
make for the blessing of humanity. These are a few of the “lessons”
which the author in his obscure way develops in the forty-three rambling
chapters of his unprofitable boock. The writer everywhere uses the cus-
tomary terminology of Christian theology, but in a different meaning;
for what Christianity is, what it is for, and the primary blessing which
it bestows are all things alike unknown to him. Of the six days of
creation he says that they are “God’s days,” not connected in any way
with our human measurement of time. This way of treating the Bible
is a fair sample of how it is manhandled in the entire book. “God did
not make wild or carnivorous animals,” it claims. “Every living person
has three phases of life — spiritual, animal, and human (carnal). Ani-
mals are not persons. But it is impossible to feel that the life of some
dogs can be extinguished, because there are instances where some rare
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dogs seem to have real love, and love, real love, is of God.” We quote
these bizarre statements to show the reader what he may expect when
ordering books like the one against which we here must warn our
readers. J. THEODORE MUELLER

Germany’s New Religion. The German Faith Movement. By Wilhelm
Hauer, Karl Heim, Karl Adam. Translated by T.S. K. Scott-Craig
and R.E.Davies. The Abingdon Press. 1937. 168 pages, 5X7%.
Price, $1.50.

What is the new religion which the German Faith Movement
(Deutsche Glaubensbewegung) is spreading in Germany? Who or what
is its God? Its prophet, Prof. W. Hauer, of Tuebingen, tells us all about
it in three essays: “Origin of the German Faith Movement,” “An Alien
or a German Faith” (a lecture delivered to an audience of ten thousand
in the Berlin Sport Palace in April, 1935), and “The Semitic Character of
Christianity.” It is a form of neopaganism. Neopaganism — “we have no
intention of awakening the old gods” (Thor, Wotan, and the rest of the
Nordic pantheon) “to life; we know perfectly well that they will never
emerge from their twilight and that each age must mold its own religious
forms” (p.34). Yes, neopaganism — for the old pagans believed in gods
who were superior to them, but the new pagans, in line with the philos-
ophy of immanentialism and pantheism, believe in themselves as divine.
It is, says Heim (p.87), “the religion of faith in the divine element in
man’s inner nature”; its God, says Adam (p.129), “is in the end only
a metaphysical representation of man’s own infinite soul.” And so says
Hauer: “The religious life of the believer has its source in the eternal
deeps of his own personality” (p. 47). “The office of the leader is to
help man to come to himself, to reach that inner core of his being in
which the eternal reveals itself” (p.48). “We meet the eternal powers
in the deeps of our own soul. . .. We believe in God’s immanence in the
world” (p.53). “We need no other guide than the religious creativity of
the German spirit; . . . we need no other way to the ultimate deeps of
existence, that is, to God” (p.82). Who or what is the God of the Ger-
man neopagans? The ultimate deeps of existence, the eternal deeps of
the German’s own personality. So the statement on page 41 “We have
received from God a message to preach” means: We have received our
message from the eternal deeps of the Germanic spirit. And the state-
ment on page 62 “The God of the German Faith receives the sinner into
a redemptive and creative fellowship if he bravely faces his own guilt”
means, if you can get the meaning: The ultimate deeps of existence re-
ceive the sinner into a redemptive fellowship.—In passing we should
like to say that Professor Hauer’s demand that “if the Christian com-
munions have anything special to teach, let them do it in the institutions
which they support and control” is reasonable. But his further demand
“We want our universities to be German, we demand national schools,”
in which “our children are nourished by the German genius” (p.66f.)
is to the same degree unreasonable.

In the essay “Responsibility and Destiny: the difference between
Hauer’s view and the message of the Bible and the reformers” Prof. Karl
Heim of Tuebingen shows that the ethics of Hauer’s pagan religion is
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destructive of morality. Hauer teaches: “Guilt is man’s destiny. There-
fore it is sent by God. . .. We should always speak of guilt as a destiny
or fate.” And this view, Heim points out, “weakens the monogamous
resolutions of the husband who is tempted to be unfaithful to his wife.
It quiets the conscience of the tyrant who in cold blood steps over the
dead bodies of his enemies to secure the throne. It gives the adulterer
the courage to obey his passion. For he is entitled by it to say, ‘without
guilt a man does not come into being; that is how God made the world’”
(p. 94 £).

The article by Karl Adam, professor of dogmatic theology in the
Catholic faculty in Tuebingen, “Jesus Christ and the Spirit of the Age,”
possesses considerable apologetical value. Referring to Hauer’s attack on
the truth of the Christian religion and generalizing, Adam says: “Wher-
ever the adamantine ‘No’ of unbelief and skepticism is hurled against the
affirmations of faith, it springs not from a crystal-clear insight into
irreproachably attested facts, but from the depths of personality which
are beyond our control, from those ultimate attitudes and decisions of
the spirit which lie beyond all scientific knowledge. Unbelief has its
mysteries no less than faith” (p.125). Again: “If God is truly a living
God, He can never be a mere object of human questioning or amenable
to exploitation by human curiosity. . . . Was it not to be expected that
He would give a supernatural revelation . . . which would in its con-
tent surpass all human thought, all racial wisdom? ... So this revelation
must be supraracial, supranational” (pp.128—137).— On the positive side
Adam’s efforts are wasted. The religion which he defends against Hauer’s
neopaganism is at bottom a pagan religion, too. The Christ of the Cath-
olic religion, “is not only the tender Savior of our souls, but also and
above all the Messiah of the wrath of God” (p.140). “According to the
Catholic doctrine of justification justifying grace works through man’s
moral will and conduct.” “It recognizes the free moral action of man
as a constituent and organic moral factor in the process of justification”
(p.156£.). “The kernel of human nature remained untouched by original
sin” (p.162). “What is meant by redemption through Christ? To believe
in Christ, the Redeemer, means, properly speaking and in the last resort,
to enter inwardly and personally into the redeeming heroism of Christ,
to set it up as the guiding and decisive force in the center of our will-
to-live and of our personal existence; it means so to merge our little life
in the greatness of the Redeemer’s life that they become one life” (p. 166).

TH. ENGELDER

Christianity in America. By E. G. Homrighausen, Th. D., D. D. The
Abingdon Press. 227 pages, 5% X8. Price, $2.00.

The author of this book is pastor of a church in Indianapolis, Evan-
gelical and Reformed, and lecturer on church history in the College of
Religion, Butler University. The title Christianity in America is invit-
ing; so are some of the chapter heads, as “Sound Theological Thought,”
“Christian Preaching,” “Who Is Jesus Christ?” and “The Christian Mes-
sage.” Reading the book, however, a Christian is utterly disappointed,
disgusted, and made to feel sad at heart; for the book, after all, fails to
present the Christian message of the Bible. It speaks a language which
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for the ordinary reader is rather misleading and confusing; the author
makes statements which, taken by themselves, sound very orthodox, but
which in their context deny the very fundamental truths of Christianity.
In his introduction the author says that he is neither a Fundamentalist
nor a Modernist. Whatever he may be, he is not a proclaimer of the
Bible doctrine of the vicarious atonement, without which there can be
no Christian message and no salvation for sinners. The tenor of the
book can be learned from the following quotation: “In some quarters of
Protestantism a rigid dogmatism later developed the theory of a plenary
inspiration of the Bible, which made of it an almost magical creation,
accurate in all its details, whether historical, scientific, or social. In
a former day such a theory held charm for people who longed for some
external security and authority. In truth, these people made the Bible
a material Pope. They made it a rigid boock of divine laws and proof-
texts instead of a living book of God’s life and love.

“Few intelligent Protestants can still hold to the idea that the Bible
is an infallible book; that it contains no linguistic errors, no historical
discrepancies, not antiquated scientific assumptions, not even bad ethical
standards. Historical investigation and literary criticism have taken the
magic out of the Bible and have made it a composite human book, writ-
ten by many hands in different ages.” (P.121.) J. H. C. Frrrz

Bon pen Latafomben Hi8 zu dben Jeidjen der Beit. Der Weg der Kirdie durdy
el Jahrtaufende. Nadigezeidhnet von D. Dr. Hang Preuf, Univerfitdts-
profefior in Grlangen. Martin-Quther-BVerlag, Grlangen. 341 und VII
Seiten 614X 9%, in Reintvand mit Dedel: und Ritdentitel gebumnbden.
Preig: M. 6.50.

Diefes mir filr den ,Qutheraner” jugefanbte Werl befprede i) lieber an
diefer Stelle; denn obiwobl e8 filr gebilbete Uefer iiberhaupt gefdhrieben ift, jo
wird e8 dod) gany befonbders Theologen intereffieven. Bielleiht darf ih mit einer
perjontidgen Bemerfung beginnen. WIS jungem Stubenten, der fidh fehr fitr RKir-
dengejdhidhte intereffterte, gab mir mein Vater jtvei Werle in bie Hand, die be=
fannte Kivdjengejhidhite von Gueride und die weniger befannte von Hafe. Mit
beiben Mdnnern ivar er in feinen jiingeren Jahren in Beriihrung gefommen.
farl von Hafe war alg junger Dogent an ber Univerfitdt in Leipsig {ein Lehrer
gevefert, und H. €. F. Gueride, Profeflor ber Theologie in Halle, fam sfters in
bas Lberihe Pfarrhaus in Eidenberg in Sadfen jum Befud), da er gern mit
bem treffliden Lober verfehrie; und ivenn er meinen Vater, der bamald Haus-
lehrer in bem Liberjden Knabeninjtitut war, bei den groken altlutherijden Folio-
binben fiken und biefe ftubieren {ah), bemertte er twohl: ,Spo ift’s redit, Herr
fanbidbat.” Gueride war fiberseugter Lutheraner, der audy jein JInteveffe fiir die
jadfifhen Austvanbderer, nachbem fie Deut{dhland verlaffen unbd nad Wmerifa ge=
jogen taren, betvahrt hHat. Beibe Werle erginsien fih. Guerides Kirdens
gefhidhte habe i) biel gebraudht und fie ift auch nod) jeht wertvoll tvegen bded
ent{dieden Tutherifchen Standpunited und dber veidjen Quellenbelege; aber alfer=
bings war Guerides Sl mit feinen langen, dfters siemlid) verwidelten Sigen
nidht fo angenehm 3u lefen. $Hafe twar ein Rationalift, aber bie Kirdengeididte
twar fein Fady; er wupte gejdidt und intereflant ju fdhreiben, twar ein Sdhibngeift,
ber immer aud)y auf bie Kunjt in ihrer Bebeutung fiiv die Kirdengeididte BVezuq
nahm. An diefe beiden alten Werle dachte ih, als idh biefe neue Kirdengefchidhte
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von dem {chont oft in diefer Beitfhrift- und fonft erwdahnten Univerfitdtsprofefjor
in Grlangen D. Hans Preup zur Hand nahm und lag. ) toiirde jeht diefes
Wert befonders empfehlen, namentlich foldhen, die {hon ein andered Handbud) der
Sirdengefchichte gelefen haben und den Gang der Gejdhidhte fennen, E3 vereinigt
gewiffermafen bie beiben erwdfhnten Eigenjdajten, wenn audy in gany anberer
LWeife. Preup ift Futheraner und hat eine befondere BVorliebe flir Juther. Wi
braudhen nur an feine in diefer Jeitjdrift befprodenen Werke 3u evinnern: ,Mar:
tin Qutber der RKilnjtlers, 1931; ,Martin Quther der Prophet”, 1933; ,Prartin
Quther ber Deutfder, 1934. C. T. M., III, 474; V, 571; VI, 155. Freilid ift
damit nidht gefagt, daf der BVerfafler in allen Stilden ein entjdhiedener, fejt auf
bem futherifchen Befenntnis jtehender Theolog ift; aber feine ganze Kirvdjengejdichte
ift dodh bom pofitiven lutherifhen Standpuntt aus dargejtellt. 1Und id) habe dad
Bud) mit grogtem Jntereffe bon Wnfang Hi8 su Eube gelefen, und viele Partien
find gang ausgezeidhuet. Ju gleicher Jeit ift Preuh auch ein hervorragender Kunfi:
biftorifer, und er zeigt in feiner gangen Darftellung feine Wertrautheit mit diefem
Gebiete unbd toeift nad), wie die verfdhiedenen Perioden der Gejdhichte fih in ben
fdhonen RKiinjten einen Wusdrud juden und tvie die jeweilige Geiftesridtung in
der Literafur, in der Malerei und in der Mufif ihren Wusdbrud fand. Preuf ijt
aud) ein fehr getvandter, gefdhidter Schreiber, von dem man faoum I(odfommen
fann. Dad zeigt fich {hon in dem FTitel bes Werfed ,Bon den Katafomben bis
su ben Jeichen der Beit”, dad heiht eben: vom Unjang der Kirdpengejdhihte bis
sur Gegenivart. Ebenfo weif Preul befonders treffende, padenbde Iiberjdhriften
su wiblen. Jh nenne nur ein paar aud dver Reformationsdgejdhichte: ,Das Tor
foringt aufs, ,Der Hammerfhlags, Blike, Donner und Stimmen, ,Bor Kaifer
und Jeih und im Reide der BVigel”, ,AWiber die Schwirmerfronts, ,Widber bie
rduberijdhen und mibrberifden Rotten der BVauerns. Preul bHat aud) ein befon:
beved ®efchid, fithrenbe Minner gut su chavafterifieren und Hberhaupt mit ein
paar Worten und Striden etiwas ganj treffend su zeidhnen. Und fehr oft werden
paffende Qutherivorte eingefitgt, Die Wusfithrungen iiber Quther, itber Luthers
Lieber, {iber Philipp Nicolaid und Paul Gerhordtd Lieder und {o mande andere
Partien find gans ausgezeidmnet, und ivir twerden gelegentlich darauf suriidfoms
mten, weil hier der Raum su lingeren Bitaten fehlt. ¥iber audh burvdy furze Jitate
und Sdlagmorte erdfinet er dem RQefer oft bas redhte Werftindnid, Gr jdyilbert
ve3 Hievonymus BVerdienfte und aud) feine Citelfeit. (S.28.) Er jagt: ,Der Sak:
,Der Bwed Heiligt dag Mittel”, fteht {o formuliert in feinem jejuitijhen Budh, aber
bem Sinne nad) lebt er itberall 3wifdien den Jetlen.s (&.221.) Er hebt mit Fedht
bervor, bap Rembrandtd grohe Sunft swar proteftantifdh, aber im Grunde dod
myftijey ift. (S. 217.) Gr vedet vbon dem calviniftifhen Enthufiadmus Oliver
Cromivells, bem ,oft genannten Selbitgefithl dev Englinbers, dad Unfprudh aud
auf ficdTid)e Weltherrfhaft madyt, und flihrt von John Milton dag Wort an:
«®ott hat jegt abermalsd befdhlofien, eine grofe Periobe in feiner KLirhe su be-
ginnen, und offendart fich da, wie e8 o feine Weife ift, suerft feinen Englindbern.«
(8. 224.) Der Quifer ,George For Hirt eine Stimme ald Gottedjtimme: ,Jum
Diener der Kirdhe nitht 3 nidhis, in Opford ober Cambridge ftudiert ju habens,
(S.224)) An Bengels Stirn ftand dbag Wort ,Eioigleit, und Preup weif Bengeld
unverginglihen Gnomon Nowvi Testamenti tidtig einjujditen. (&.234) 6r
tedet pon Hanbdels berithmiem ,Llargo’, dad aud der weltlihen Oper ,Xergesd”
ftammt, und erivdhnt bie Sitte, baf beim Hallelujachor ausd dem ,Meffiad” die
Bubhbrer ftehem, feitbem fich der englifdhe RKonig bei der Uuffiihrung ded Ora=
toriumg al8 Griter erhoben Hat. (S.227.) Gt jeigt Napoleons mafloje Selbit-
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vergitterung (S. 265) und beurtetlt Mozarts ,zarten Fronleihnamsgefang” Ave
Verum Corpus (&. 268). Gr fithrt aus, wie Kahnis und andere berithmte Theo=
fogen alle von einfadhen Leuten abjtammen (S. 284), und bringt den Theologen
Albredht Ritfhl und den modernen JFmpreffionismus in BVerbindung (. 295). Er
nennt bie Bilber in der vielgerithmien Doréidhen Bibel treffend ,Theaterjzenens
(&.302) und findet dasd rihtige Wort {tber RKierfegaard, John Henry Newman,
Miagr Reger und den modernen Ympreffionidmus. Und {o fonnten vir nod) viele
Punite namhaft maden jur Empfehlung ded Budes. Wber feine Darftellung ber
lutherijden Qehre von der Infpiration (S. 207) miiflen wir beanftanden. Er (dpt
pie Sdrift nidht ,abjolut unfehlbar# und ,irrtumslod” in allen ihren Aus-
fpritchen fein und bebauptet: ,Quiber hatte piel freier geurteilt und Ehrijtus jum
Map aller Sdhrift gemadht.s (8. 207.) Wir beanjtanden aud) mandes, toad er
von der Iutherifden fKivdhe ded fiebsehnten Jahrhunbderts fagt, ebenfo feine Auf=
faflung, bak RuBland ber Untidrift fei (&. 328), feine unioniftijhe Ridtung
(€. 331. 332) und anberes. Lon unferer Synodbe heift e8 in dem Wbjdnitt
iiber U.S. A.: ,Im Wejten herrjdhte die imponierende Miffouriiynode, deren An-
fanger unter ber Fithrung ded dann leider {dhver entgleiften Bfarrvers Stephan
1838 eintvanbderten. $Hier gilt ftrengfted Quthertum, bdas aud der Lehre ein
fhiveres Gefely madht. Shre Wus{ehliehlicdhfeit geht fo iveit, dafy fie nidht einmal
mit andern Tutherifhen Shnoden Kanzel- und Wbendmahlsgemeinjdaft bHalt.
Jhr Herrjdaftdgebiet reicht vom Stillen Dzean bi8 ju vem Wtlantifden, bon
Sanada biz Mezifo.” (S.317.) Walthers Name wird nidt genannt, wihrend
Mithlenberg eviwdhnt wirdh. Man twird e8 unsd Hoffentlih nidt ald Synobaljtols
auslegen, wenn toir damit bergleiden, wad dad auf gang anderm Standpuntt
ftehende ,Handbuch der Kivchengefchicdhtes bon Kritger, bearbeitet von Horft Stephan
und Hand Leube, jagt: ,Die Miffourifynode unter ihrem geiftesgetvaltigen Fithrer
Karl F. BW. Walther” — Walther unterzeidhnete fid) immer €. F. LW. Walther, und
fein Rufname mwar Ferdinand — ,ftellte fich auf familide lutherifhen Symbole,
wie alfen ,Syntretismusd® mit andern Kivdhen ab, bielt feft an ber deutjdhen
Spradye und forgte durd) Gemeinbefdhulen und tiidhtige theologijdhe Srziehung fiiv
die Wahrung des genuinen Lutherthums.” (Bd. 4, S. 400.) — Dasd Budh, bas mit
fiebenunbdreifig ausdgeseichneten Bilvern audgejtattet ift, ju demen der Werfafjer
furge, treffliche Anmerfungen madht, hat am Wnfang eine genaue Juhaltsitberficht
und ein Berzeidhnis der Bibelftellen und am SHlup ein jieben Seiten umfaifendes,
bejonberd ertvolled Perfonenverseihnis. Und e§ {hiteht mit ven {hbnen Worten:
#&8 find Yehte Beiten. €38 erfiillt fich vieled von dbem, tvag der HErr Matthdus,
Kapitel 24, al8 Vorzeihen feimer Wieberfunft verfiindigt hat. Dak ber grofe
Beiger an der Uhr Gotted furs vor der JiwdIf jteht, dasd fehen it alle. OB audy
ber fleine? Der Kampf gegen das Kreus Chrifti ift new und jdharf entbrannut.
Der Antidhrift it da. Aber wann ihn ber HCErr fdhlagen wird mit dem Geift
feined Munbes, bag befehlen wir dem HErrn der Jeiten in demittiger Geduld unbd
ftarfem Glauben. Er weif, wann die Stunbde fommt, da er die Kirche, feine liebe
Braut, heimfithren wird nady fangem Wandern und Warten.” (&, 332.)
QL Fitebringer
A History of the Barly Cheistian Church. By Wm. Scott, Th.D. Cokes-
bury Press. 375 pages, 814x5%. Price, $2.50.
Dr. Scott, the author of this work, is professor of religion in Randolph

Macon Woman’s College, Lynchburg, Va. In his book he “sketches the
background and origin of the Christian religion and traces the course of
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its development to the time of Constantine.” Of the seventeen chapters
into which the volume is divided, thirteen (300 pages) are devoted to
the Apostolic Age and four (64 pages) to the post-Apostolic. The
author’s viewpoint is liberal throughout, and his conclusions therefore
are not acceptable to orthodox Christians. A few quotations will
suffice to show the tendency of the book: “A perusal of the New Testa~
ment reveals the fact that the doctrines of the Church in the Apostolic
Age had not attained the fixity which was felt necessary at a later time,
when ecclesiastical control became more rigid.” (P.297.) “With the par-
tial exception of the Apocalypse, which is marred by a vindictive atti-
tude toward Rome, all of the writers reflect the truly Christian spirit.”
(P. 298.) “Yet He [Christ] did not attempt to define God; He only
sought to share with others His experience of God.” (P.109.) “His son-
ship, by which He described His relation to God, was based upon an
acquaintance with the moral nature of God, which it was His aim to
make known to others, so that they, too, might become sons of the
Father.” (P.109.) “It was not the belief that Jesus’ body had risen, but
that His spirit was free that constituted the significance of the resur-
rection to those who experienced the vision.” (P.137.)
W. G. Porack
Gingegangene Literatur

JIn Luthertum filv Februar bietet Werner Glert einen Wufjay, betitelt ,Die
utherifhe KRirdpe im neuen Reidy’; Wilhelm Cafpari referiert itber ,Hille, wo ift
bein Sieg? und Ubam SHobenberger fiber ,Gotiesoffenbarung im Hinbuidmus
und im Ghriftentums, Diefer Wrtitel toird in der Marsnummer 3u Cnbde gefiihrt,
unbd in diefer Nummer findet fidh aud ein Auffag von Paul Althaus itber ,Glaube
und BVolfgtum in der lutherifden Kivde Polenss. — Die Theologie der Gegen-
wart befpridht in bder Februarnummer Neuer{deinungen auf dbem Gebiet ber
Rirdengejdhidhte, in ber Mirsnummer {olde auf dem Gebiet der driftlichen Kunit.

In Thy Courts. For mixed voices. By F. Leslie Calver. No. 47 of
the Concordia Collection of Sacred Choruses and Anthems for More
Ambitious Choral Organizations. Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis,
Mo. 7 pages. Price, 25 cts.
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