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,;sCl'furJ 1mh $aufd - ,;s@jnrJ (liler ~aururJ? ~in smOtt an ~aulus' @egnet 
bon D. Dr. ;so~anne!l l3eipolbt, ~rofeffot an bet Unibctfitiit .\3eiNig. met~ 

lag bon 'iDorjffing unb {\'tante, l3eiNig. 1936. 94 0eiten 6X9. ~tei~: 

RM. 3.80, fUr ba~ ~{u!lfanb 25 ~t05ent niebriget. 

0:~ ift bies cine inteteffante unb fe~ttcidje 0djtift. ~nretbing!l boimmelt jle 
bon 'iDin\]en, bie bet, bet unfer lnibeUJUd) fUt @ottes unfe~Ibare!l smort l)iilt, nid)t 
unierfd)rei6en fannj beltn ber lUcrfafiet ift toto coelo \Jabon entfernt, bic 0djtifb 
le~re bon ber gBttlid)en ~inge6ung bet gan5en .fJciligen 0d)rift 5U teifcn. Illudj 
I)Citte bie @ott~eit bes ©eHanbes me!)r in ben ll.lorbergnmb gerMt boetben foUen. 
Illbet man tann aus bem mudj, bas trot ber nid)t gro~en 0eiten3a~1 boegen beil 
engen 'iDtuds bier l3efeftoff Dietet unb bas in mel)rfadjet ©injld)t !onferbatib ift, 
fo mand)edei lemen. 'iDer metfaffer bringt l)iet 5ufammen, boas boit an ge~ 

fdjidjtridjen statfadjen Ubet ;s~fus unb ~aulus boifien, unb 3iel)t cine ~arallele. 
(l;r feloft bqeidjnet im lUortnort ben 3boed feiner 0djrift a1fo: ,,;sdj gel)e bon ben 
Unterfdjieben [3boifdjen ;s~fus unll ~aufus] aus, bie bor aUet Illugen liegen, unb 
fudje fie aus bet betfdjiebcnClt feefifdjen ©aUllng, ber betfdjiebenClt Umgebung, 
bem betfd)iebenen ~lat ill bet @efd)icl)te 5U beuten." SDie Stapttel ~aben bie 
iibetfdjriften: 'iDie Ouellenj SDie jeefifd)e (\;ntboidelungj 0tabt unb SDotf; bie 
l3ebenstteife; (\;meUetllng obet g~ellgtUnbungj ;sub en unb @riecl)enj @ott unh 
@otteSfinbfcl)aftj @ott unb ~l)ttftus j @ell1itl)ett hes ©eilS j ~acl)trage. Illucl) 
abgefel)en bon bem fd)on @enannten boitb bet stl)eolog bes Bfteten ein trt(l!le5eicl)en 
an ben manb feten. smegen bet gegenboiittigen lUerl)anbfungen tibet bie ;sn~ 

fpiration ift es intereff ant ou fel)en, boas unfet lUerfafjet tibet ~au1i 0tellung 
out ©eiligen 0cl)tift fagt: ,,0efbftbetftiinblidj jlnb il)m bie a1tteftamentIid)en 
lnUdjer I)eilig. @otteil @cift I)at fie eingegevcn." (0. 55.) Illucl) bet lette 6au bet 
0cl)tift mag I)ier cine 0telle finben: ,,~(\;fus unb ~aulu§ ftimmen 3ufammen, 
fOboeit lJReifter unb ~Un\Jet, trtil)Ut unb @efolgsmann, 0cl)iipfet unb ~acl)gefta1tet, 
©ei1anb unb (l;tfOftet uverl)aupt betgficl)en boerben fiinnen." sm. III r n b t 

The Christian View of Man. By J. Gresham Machen. The Macmillan 
Company, New York. 302 pages, 5%X8. Price, $2.50. May be 
ordered through Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson 
Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

This is perhaps Dr. Machen's last gift to his many fundamentalistic 
friends, his last witness to the Christian truth as he understood it. The 
Christian View of Man is a companion volume to Christian Faith in the 
Modern World, both of which contain sermons delivered over Station 
WIP under the auspices of Westminster Theological Seminary, Phila
delphia. While the former discourses dealt with the authority of the 
Bible and the Biblical doctrine of God, those presented here deal with 
the Biblical doctrine of man, including the related subjects of the decrees 
of God and predestination. A considerable part of the discussion is con
cerned with the Biblical doctrine of sin. In the sermons the reader will 
find Machen at his best, both as a stylist and a controversialist. Dog
matical theology always attracted him, though his proper sphere was that 
of New Testament exegesis; and in the course of time he became a 
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scholar of first rank also in doctrinal theology. Together with sound and 
solid scholarship, Machen possessed literary merits of a high order, so 
that whatever he wrote is eminently readable because of both the keen
ness and virility of the thought and the clarity and aptness of the ex
pression. Also Lutheran readers will study these timely radio addresses 
with pleasure and profit, especially wherever they find themselves on 
common ground with the author, as, for instance, in his exquisite dis
course "Sinners Saved By Grace," - his final message in the book,
which he concludes with the following stirring words: "Ah, my friends, 
how precious is that doctrine of the grace of God! It is not in accor
dance with man's pride. It is not a doctrine that we should ever have 
evolved. But when it is revealed in God's Word, the hearts of the re
deemed cry, Amen. Sinners saved by grace love to ascribe not some, 
but all of the praise to God." (P.294.) However, in many of the dis
courses in this volume Machen touches on points where Lutheranism and 
Calvinism diverge, and here the Lutheran reader will find Machen to be 
what he always purposed to be - a stout defender of Calvinistic belief 
as this is set forth in the Westminster Confession. In the preface he 
writes: "The author believes that the Reformed faith should be preached 
as well as taught in the classroom and that the need for preaching it is 
particularly apparent at the present time. The author is trying to preach 
it in this little book and to preach it especially to the people of our 
generation." (P. VI.) Yet even so this new book of Dr. Machen is val
uable also to Lutherans, for he was an honest man who without any 
qualification or mental reservation taught in clearest terms what he be
lieved to be the truth. From Machen one can therefore well learn how 
orthodox Calvinism expresses itself on leading doctrines today. Through
out the book the reader will find rich apologetic material presented by 
a man whom many regarded as the ablest apologist of our time. To 
readers who are able to discriminate we recommend this new volume of 
dogmatico-apologetic addresses most cordially. J. THEODORE MUELLER 

The Faith of Christendom. By Dr. J. M. Vander Meulen. Published by 
Presbyterian Committee of Publications, Richmond, Va. 285 pages, 
7%X5%. Price, $1.75. 

This book contains fourteen essays (originally presented as ad
dresses) on the fundamental doctrines contained in the Apostles' Creed. 
It may be called "a fundamentalist's (in a wider sense) defense of Chris
tianity" and is in many ways a refreshing, thought-provoking book. The 
chapter on the Virgin Birth is both interesting and convincing; those on 
the Lord's criminal death and His resurrection are overwhelming. One 
is disappointed, however, in the chapter on the Resurrection of the Body, 
in which the learned author goes to a great deal of trouble to prove that 
this article of our faith does not refer to the resurrection of this "iden
tical body." This seems to be too great a miracle, and the author does 
not strengthen his position with this explanation of Luke 24, 36-43: "In 
this passage Jesus said to His disciples: 'Behold My hands and My feet, 
that it is I Myself; handle Me and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and 
bones as ye see Me have.' This is on any account a very difficult pas
sage of interpretation. It might seem to negative all that we have said 



Book Review - £itcratur 563 

about the resurrection body not being one of flesh and blood. Weare 
to remember, however, that, while there are some likenesses between the 
resurrection body of Jesus and our resurrection body, there is this one 
difference: that our fleshly bodies will be decayed when the resurrection 
takes place. This was not true of Jesus. One of two things therefore 
must have happened in His case: either there was a gradual transforma
tion from His fleshly body into a spiritual one during the days He still 
remained on earth, or, otherwise, there was something like what the 
London Psychic Research Society means by materialism - the ability 
to project a material body ... and withdraw it again." However, in 
spite of these and other passages with which one cannot agree this 
volume may be recommended. W. G. POLACK 

The Church and the Social Problem. Lecture delivered at the meeting 
of the Lutheran World Convention, Paris, 1935. By Dr. M. Reu. 
The Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, O. 46 pages, 7lj2X5l/4. 
Price, 25 cts. Order from Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jef
ferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

Editor C. C. Morrison of the Christian Century ought to buy this 
tract. He declared some time ago that "the traditional Lutheran attitude 
has been one of deliberate withdrawal from the whole field of social 
action into the narrow limits of what it calls the 'spiritual.'" The truth 
is that the Lutheran Church works for social betterment with all the 
forces at her command; she considers her duty toward society a "spir
itual" duty; and back of her work in this direction lies all her spiritual. 
force, the full power of her glorious "spiritual" doctrines. Where a par
ticular congregation does not employ its full force in this direction, it 
denies the spirit of the Lutheran Church. Let us hear Dr. Reu: "What 
is the right position of the Church toward the solution of the social 
question? In the first place, the Church must understand the condition 
of the people concerned, the representatives of capital as well as of 
labor, ... must realize the terrible magnitude of modern social evils .... " 
Then, in the second place, "the Church must go on to action. Her first 
great sphere of action is in the field of healing love, to heal as many 
wounds as she possibly can. A great field is open to inner missions, not 
only in institutional work, but far more in other activities .... " "In the 
third place, the Church must help create a better social order." Yes, 
that is good Lutheran doctrine. Of course, according to good Lutheran 
doctrine "to institute or change the forms of economic organization is 
exclusively the right of the State. The Church does not support a specific 
economic reform to the exclusion of others. . .. She must guard against 
considering one form form absolute over against another and against 
compelling the State to introduce it. . .. She will gladly permit the 
State to decide which is the best way to improve living conditions." It is 
not the business of the Church to introduce "religious socialism, to Chris
tianize the State and with its help to create a perfect social order." Then 
what can the Church do to create a better social order? "The Church 
as a whole will do well if she is careful and limits herself, fearlessly and 
insistently, to teach the basic ethical principles, especially the equality of 
those concerned and the justice which condemns as sinful the selfishness 
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of the owners as well as of the workers. . .. The Church must send out 
of her midst into the social order people with an awakened conscience . 
. . . She helps advance the nation when she makes men Christians, who 
in their positions through word and deed foster social justice. The 
Church must send them," but remember, "not in order to establish a 
Christian social order. That dare not even be the aim." And now, 
fourth, for "the most important contribution of the Church to the social 
question. It is the establishment of a God-pleasing social order in her 
own midst. . .. The Church must exemplify Luther's words 'Everyone 
is created and born for his neighbor,' and 'Everything we have must be 
ready to serve. If it does not serve, it is robbery.' . .. In the measure 
that the Church ceases to strive to establish a God-pleasing social order 
in her own midst, she refuses to do what will help most to solve the 
social question." These are familiar Lutheran principles. Back in 1896 
Dr. Pieper wrote: "Men object here: Is Christianity to be without in
fluence on 'the social life'? . .. Christianity makes all things new, also 
in the political sphere; influences politics most decidedly by making 
honest, conscientious politicians. Christianity makes honest and con
:scientious politicians just as it makes honest and conscientious shoe
makers and merchants. . .. By confining herself strictly to her sphere as 
Church and devoting herself entirely to her sphere of duty, she best 
serves, mediately, the cause of civil government, of social and other re
forms. . .. Luther: 'First fill the world with true Christians, before you 
try to introduce a Christian, evangelical government. But that you will 
never accomplish.''' (Lehre und Wehre, 42, p.193ff.) That is the Lu
theran attitude; read up in Luther, according to the references given by 
Reu and Pieper. We imagine that Dr. Morrison will now want his money 
back. He has found that the Lutheran Church is not ready to engage 
in whatever current reform the Christian Century is just now advocat
ing (a while ago it was Dr. Kagawa's Cooperatives). But his charge was 
-that the Lutheran Church withdraws herself from the whole field of 
ilocial action. The truth is that she charges all her pastors and congrega
tions to "realize the terrible magnitude of modern social evils" and then 
to "go on to action." Those Lutherans who may have taken a neutral, 
indifferent position in this matter should buy this booklet, which Dr. Mor
rison does not care to own. - We also read the introduction to the 
booklet, furnished by the translator. We wonder what Dr. Reu thought 
when he read it. He certainly does not agree with the un-Lutheran ideas 
on "unity" vented by the writer of the introduction. TH. ENGELDER 

'The Inspiration of the Scriptures. By Loraine Boettner. Wm. B. Eerd
mans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. 1937. 88 pages, 
5lJ4x73Jt. Price, $1.00. 

The author is well known for his conservative Calvinism, which ap
pears, for example, in his book The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination 
and in many articles from his pen. The present monograph, although 
by no means comprehensive and exhaustive, is a splendid contribution 
to the literature appearing in defense of the verbal and plenary inspira
tion of the Bible. The subject is treated in six chapters: Introduction; 
·The Writers Claim Inspiration; The Nature of the Influence by which 
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Inspiration is Accomplished; The Alleged Errors in Scripture; The Trust
worthiness of the Bible; The Plenary Inspiration of the Bible. For gen
eral use the book is marred by an invidious distinction between the Re
formed doctrine and that of other church-bodies, a distinction which is 
frequently so strong as to become obtrusive and disturbing, as when the 
author states: "If we have a trustworthy Scripture as our guide, ... we 
shall have a Calvinistic, as distinguished from an Arminian, Lutheran, 
or Unitarian system; for we find the Evangelical, Calvinistic system of 
theology clearly taught in the Bible." (P.16.) And again: "The distinc
tive doctrines of the Christian system, ... stated perhaps more accurately 
and clearly in the Westminster Confession of Faith than in any other 
creed." (P.17.) Again: "The Reformed have truly grappled with these 
problems." (P.45.) The same spirit appears elsewhere (pp. 80. 86). This 
fact mars an otherwise praiseworthy contribution to the problem of in-
spiration. P. E. KRETZMANN 

Looking into Life. By Paul M. Tharp. The Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, Chicago, TIL 5ljzx8. Price, 75 cts. May be ordered 
through Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., 
St. Louis, Mo. 

This is a book which we cheerfully recommend. The author speaks 
of the world as it is today, and shows that man, who is still by nature 
a sinner, must, if he would be saved and fulfil his mission in this world, 
put his trust in Christ, his Savior, and be guided by the Word of God. 
The book offers many suggestions to the preacher in reference to the 
needs of the people whom the Lord has entrusted to his care. The fol
lowing quotations from the book will give the reader an idea of the 
contents: "So in every age, while the worldly-wise grope in the dark
ness of unbelief, the children of God, possessors of intelligent faith in 
the living God, have light in their dwellings; it is the light of divin.e 
truth, divinely revealed and recorded in the Holy Bible." (P.13.) "That 
Book is the inspired and infallible Word of God." (P.19.) "The right 
start in youth means everything in the race of life. Misguidance here 
may result in thwarting life's whole purpose. The only way to be cer
tain that one is guiding these young minds aright is to point them to 
God and His Christ." (P.14.) "While the god of this world is in charge 
of the affairs of this present evil world, the nations will be filled with 
pride and rebellion and will continue in war and the shedding of blood. 
The League of Nations will be met with perpetual chagrin because of 
its impotency, for it shall never be able to contravene the subtle opera
tions of the 'prince of the power of the air.' That task must be reserved 
for the 'Prince of Peace.''' (P.55.) "The doctrine of 'the new woman' 
in her brazen boasts of equality with man, seeing that she despises her 
birthright, her Christian heritage of superiority, honor, and respect; with 
her new code of low-gage morality and its attending evils: smoking, 
swearing, drinking, ganging, and murdering, is a serious tlrreat against 
the home. Instead of maintaining her place of equality with man, she 
has sunk very low and taken man down with her. In her pretense at 
rising to greater liberty she is ensnared in a bondage that is a thousand 
times worse than that from which she seeks to escape; it is a bondage 
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to sin, self, and sensual pleasure." (P.66.) "One often hears the fact 
lamented that there are so few really great men today. Why? We can
not have great men without great mothers." (P.67.) "One of the most 
humiliating features of the great depression has been its spectacular 
demonstration of the apostate and worldly condition of so many preachers 
and their parishes. Of course, the condition existed before, but it seemed 
less in evidence when everything was moving along prosperously. When 
the real test came, the real truth came out more prominently, reveal
ing the awful fact and fruits of paganism (Modernism, so-called) in the 
Church." (P. 69.) "To a very great extent the typical modern church 
was and is incapacitated for rendering any real, effective, spiritual ser
vice. It is itself quite ill with a nausea of prayerlessness, powerlessness, 
and worldliness. It is a church of much worldliness and little worship, 
much sociability and little spirituality, much play and little prayer, much 
banqueting and little blessing." (P.70.) "The fact that Jesus suggests 
a remedy seems to imply that the case is not hopeless; but He definitely 
emphasizes the fact that the only hope there is, is the hope that is re
posed in Himself. The church of today needs the tried gold of His deity; 
it needs to discard its own filthy rags of self-righteousness and be clothed 
in the white raiment of His righteousness; it needs its blind eyes opened 
by the anointing with the eye-salve of spiritual illumination which is 
supplied and applied by the Holy Spirit. Only by His indwelling can the 
overcharged heart be restored to its normal function." (P.72.) We have 
given these quotations to induce the preacher to purchase the book it
self and receive the stimulus it will give him for his own personal life 
and for the work which he is called to do. We can accept almost all 
of the statements made by the author. J. H. C. FRITZ 

A History of the Christian Church. By Lars P. Qualben, St. Olaf College. 
Second, revised and enlarged edition. Thomas Nelson and Sons, 
New York. 1936. 644 pages. Price, $2.50. May be ordered through 
Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 

This is the new edition of Professor Qualben's Church History. The 
fact that a new edition was necessary in so short a time (it was first 
published in 1933) is surely the best recommendation. And it deserves 
recommendation. What was said in the review of the first edition (CON
CORDIA THEOLOGICAL MONTHLY, V, 330) is herewith reiterated: it is still 
the best text-book on church history on the market. The new edition is 
enlarged by 54 pages, distributed on the section on the Middle Ages, and 
three entirely new chapters: one on the Church in Canada, one on Chris
tian missions, and one on Church Unity. "Ve could have done without 
the last chapter; most of its contents had been said before; new is only 
an attempt to defend unionism by a strange application of Bible parables. 
- Some of the errors in the first edition were removed in this; some still 
remain. Boniface VIII was no longer in the French king's prison when 
he died (p.189); but a lack in the first edition was supplied in the foot
note on the Unam Sanctam. Luther's chief motive for posting the 
Ninety-five Theses was not to protest against the indulgence method of 
gathering money (p. 233); his parishioners believed that they were 
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buying forgiveness of sins from Tetzel; correctly this popular belief is 
referred to on p. 215. The reason why Luther consented to the League 
of Smalcald is, I think, incorrectly given on p. 275: "The princes and 
the free cities constituted the government to which the Christians con
cerned owed their allegiance. The emperor was elected by the princes, 
not by God." No; both were government by divine right; but in the 
feudal establishment in Germany, powers and rights and duties were 
divided; and when the emperor persecuted the subjects of a prince, 
he overstepped his rights, and it was the prince's duty to defend his 
subjects even against the emperor. The date of the suppression of the 
Jesuits is incorrectly given as 1573 (p. 342); should be 1773.- Appear
ance and binding are improved; the low price remains the same. - For 
every chapter a brief, but, on the whole, well-selected bibliography is 
given, a feature which makes the book valuable as a guide for private 
study of church history. THEo. HoYER 

The Gospel of the Cross. A Second Series of Sermons by Karl Heim, 
Ph. D. Translated by John Schmidt, B. D., Pastor of Augsburg Lu
theran Church, Detroit, Mich. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 168 pages, 5%X8. Price, $1.00. 

Doctor Heim is the well-known professor of Systematic Theology in 
the University of Tuebingen. The sermons which are here offered in 
a fluent translation were delivered in German, in 1930 and 1931. Their 
form is that of the customary Lutheran sermon, with theme and parts 
usually announced before the body of the sermon. They are expository 
in nature and doctrinal in content. The exposition is sound, the illustra
tions striking and appropriate, the application straightforward and fit
ting, the thoughts stimulating. The author touches upon many subjects, 
even upon the liturgical movement. He states: "We have today a move
ment in our Church which is seeking to create liturgical services that 
shall be emotionally fruitful and artistically complete. Who is there that 
would not applaud this purpose? And yet, when we see into the mir
ror of the Word, into this frank mirror that reveals our true nature, we 
are frightened by that which the Bible repeatedly says of a worship that 
does not result in action." (P.136.) The book abounds in passages of 
this type and is well worthy of careful study. P. E. KRETZMANN 

He Is Able. By W. E. Sangster. Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. 199 
pages, 5%X7%. Priee, $1.50. 

"In vivid phraseology and with frequent and apt illustration the 
author shows the Spirit of Christ at work in the daily lives of the per
plexed, struggling, often defeated, but in the end triumphant, trans
figured men and women." So we read in the publishers' statement found 
on the bookcover. If Christ were merely the teacher and example, and 
if by His teaching and example He could save men, then we would 
subscribe to every word said. Unfortunately the author knows no more, 
at least says no more, of Christ than that He is Example and Teacher and 
therefore Savior. He brings out in choice language and gripping illustra
tions the power of Christ's example. Yet nowhere in the entire book 
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have we found a clear statement that no man can really follow Christ's 
example and precept, as Christ would have him follow them, unless he 
has accepted Christ as his Savior through faith in His vicarious sacrifice 
on Calvary. This is the chief fault of this book, and a grievous fault. 

TH. LAETSCH 

Pro Ecdesia Lutherana. December MCMXXXVI. Also: The Music of 
the Ordinary. Published by the Liturgical Society of St. James. 
New York. 32 plus 10 pages, 7X10lj2. 

This report contains the papers delivered at the late 1936 meeting of 
the society and is now offered in planographed form. The following sub
jects are treated: The Propriety of Symbolism and Ceremony; Suggested 
Forms for the Funeral Service (strongly high-church); A Suggested 
Form for Baptism (with exorcism); The Common Service (concluded); 
A Catechism of the Common Service. P. E. KRETZMANN 

Proceedings of the Nineteenth Convention of the Central Illinois District 
of the Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. 1936. 

These Proceedings, printed as a number of the Central lUinois Dis
trict Lutheran and sold at the price of 25 cents, contain a paper by Pro
fessor M. H. Coyner on the important topic "The Christian Home." The 
paper deserves to be read throughout our Synod. W. ARNDT 
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The Christian Pru:cnt. Vol. I, No. 1. Published by the Rev. Martin 
P. Simon, M. A., 1065 Ferry St., Eugene, Oregon. Subscription price, 
40 cts. a year. 
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Under present regulations we are subj ect to a "fine" on all parcels mailed to an 
incorrect address. inasmuch as we must pay 2 cents for every notification sent 
by the postmaster on a parcel or periodical which is undeliverable because no 
forwarding address is available or because there has been a change of address. 
This may seem insignHicant, but in view of the fact that we have subscribers 
getting three or more of our periodicals and considerL'lg our large aggregate 
subscription list, it may readily be seen that it amounts to quite a sum during 
a year; for the postmaster will address a notification to each individual periodical. 
Our subscribers can help us by notifying us - one notification (postal card, costing 
only 1 cent) will take care of the addresses for several publications. We shall be 
very grateful for your cooperation. 

Kindly consult the address label on this paper to ascertain whether your 
subscription has expired or will soon expire. "July 37" on the label means that 
your subscription has expired. Please pay your agent or the Publisher promptly 
in order to avoid interruption of service. It takes about two weeks before the 
address label can show change of address or acknowledgment of remittance. 

When paying your subscription. please mention name of publication desired 
and exact name and address (both old and new, if change of address is requested). 

CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE, St. Louis. Mo. 


