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Dad Bwiliprophetendbud). BVon Alfred Jepfen. Guftad Shlspmanns BVerlags:
budhandlung (Guftav Fid), Leipzig und Hambdurg. 200 Seiten 54X8.
Preid: Kartoniert, RM. 3.20; gebunben, RM. 4.20.

Ausgewihlite Pfalmen. iberfest und ausdgelegt von Fafob Krifer. Derfelbe
Berlag. 158 Seiten 548 Preis: Kartoniert, RM. 2.80; gebunbden,
RM. 3.70.

Dieg find el weitere BVanbe in ber Serie ,Bibelhilfe filr die Gemeinbes,
unbd e gilt von ihnen etwa dasfelbe, wad wir {hon von den andbern Ausdlegungen
biefer Serie gejagt haben. Die Uberfetung ift unjerd Craditend bas Widtigite
an pem gangen Werf, und dag gilt fonderlid) vbon bew erften Buh. Bielen ber
Qusfithrungen IHunen wir leider nidyt beiftimmen, wie der jveifelhaften Be-
fthreibung des Wunbers in 2 Kon. 18, 19 (S. 14), dem Hintveid auf einen zwet-
ten Sadarjia (S, 17), der BVermutung, dap dag Dantlied Jona 2, 3—10 eine
fpitere Ginfligung fei (€. 109; vel. &. 199). Jm iibrigen ift bie Yusdlegung siems-
lih annehmbar. Die§ ¢ilt in nod) hoherem Maf von dem Kommentar Kedfers,
Aber audh hier Haben wir audzufehen, dap der WVerfaffer mandymal Wnfihten su
Papier bringt, bie fidherlih niht auf objeftiven Tatfaden und niidhternem Stu-
bium beruben, ivie twenn er jagt, dap der Hineis auj BPi. 2 in Upoit. 4, 25 auf
seiner falfchen iberlieferung” beruhe (S.7), wenn er P. 40 nicht ohne Riidhalt als
meffianifh behanbelt, wenn er Pf. 110 durdhausd mit einer gefdhidhtlichen Begeben=
beit in Davids Leben verbinben will, anftatt ihn einfad) al3 eine Weisfagung
auf den Meffiad su behandeln. Wber ber aufmerfjame Qefer twird diefe Stellen
bald ausmergen fonnen und bann um {o mehr Sewinn pon den guten Teilen der
Darlegung Hhaben. B.EC Krepmann

The Parables of the Gospels and Their Meaning for Today. By Hugh
Martin. The Abbingdon Press, New York, Cincinnati, Chicago.
251 pages, 5X7%. Price, $2.00. May be ordered through Concordia
Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

This discussion of the parables of our Lord my readers will find
useful. In simple fashion the author, a Baptist minister trained in Scot-
land and now living in England, a former assistant secretary of the
Student Christian Movement, considers first the general subject of par-
ables and their interpretation and then the individual parables. His
object, as he says (p.31), is to give a popular expository treatment of
the parables. Their text is printed at the beginning of the chapters in
which they are interpreted; the version there employed is that of Moffatt,
while in general the Authorized Version is used by the author. In speak-
ing of the exposition of parables, it is urged that the context, the central
theme, and the teller of the parable be borne in mind — considerations
which are extremely important. To quote but one sentence of a number
of apt ones: “A parable has in it one truth and not necessarily every
truth” (p.27). I regret to see that the author does not rise to the heights
of full appreciation of the Scriptures, acknowledging them as the inerrant
Word of God (cf. p.35). W. ArNDT
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Das Newe Teftament Dentidy, Neued Gittinger Bibelwert, J[n BVerbindung
mit anbern Gelehrien BYerauBgegeben von Paul Withaus und Johannes
Behm. 2. Teilbdnddhen: Das Gvangelium nad Matthdus,
iiberfegt und erflirt von Juliug Sdnietwind. Bandenfhoed & Rupredht,
Gbttingen, 1937. 274 Seiten 6x9. Preid: Fiirs usland RM. 7.20;
bei Subfiription RM. 6.

®ern bringen wir dDad Grfdeinen aud) diefes Banbed in bem in vieler Hinfidht
trefflidhen @dttinger Lommentar, der den RNamen trdgt ,Dad Neue Teftament
Deutfdh?, sur Anzeige. MWie unfern Lefern in Erinnerung fein tvird, Haben wir
aun den jhon erjdjienenen Bdnben, dbie mit dem jekigen dad ganze Neue Teftament
umfaffen, die {iberfefung gelobt, die fernig und twohlflingend ift, jodbann bie bet
aller Snappheit dodh hodygradige Voljtindigteit ber erliuternden BWemerfungen.
Diefer BVand veiht fidh feinen Vorgdngern toilrdig an und jzeigt diefelben Vorjiige.

Mit Genugtuung fieht man, dap ber BVerfaffer nidt blog eriliven il
fondern dak e8 ihm darum zu tun ift, die grogen LWahrheiten, bie dad CEvange:
Tium enthdlt, dem SKQefer nahejubringen. IS Beifpiel fHunen toir eine Be-
metfung ju PNatth. 1, 23 (die Weisfagung vom Jmmanuel) anfithren: ,Wie ed
bont FEfu Grdenleben gefagt wird, dbak Gott beftindig mit ihm war (Apoit. 10, 38;
J0b. 8, 29), fo ift er {elbft in Perfon bie Gegentvart Gotted fiir uns Menfden;
{. 2 Ror. 4, 6; Kol. 2, 9; Hebr. 1, 3; Jobh. 14, 6. 9; Matth. 11, 4 §. (. b.).
Wieberum hat und LQuiher diefe neuteftamentlidie Grienninis vermittelt: ,Fragjt
bu, tver er ift? Gr heift JICus €hrijt, ber HErr Jebaoth.c#

Jn ber Einleitung wird angenommen, baf eine befonbere Quelle (Q) bor:=
hanbden toar, worauf ein Teil unfers Evangeliums juciidsufiihren ift. Dod) wird
sugegeben, baf die ganze Hypothefe Q Dbetreffend wadelig ijt, und e3 toird be=
3tveifelt, daf Q ein einbeitlidhes, abgeidhlofienes Bud) war. Wdibhrend der BVer=
faffer burdjaus fonfervativ fein 1oill, fieht man dodh) mit Wehmut, baf er, wie
bie meiften seitgendifijhen prominenten Theologen, fih nidht sur frofen Getvifi=
heit empor{divingen fann, dak bie Heilige SArift Sottes unfehlbares Wort ift,
und daf er, ber Wernunft suliebe, annimmt, Hier und da tviirden unsd in biefem
Ghangelium Legenden itberliefert (. befonbers &. 266). Sollten nidht bie BVor=
ginge in Welt unb Lirde eine ernfte Mahnung fein an alle rationalifierenden
Zheologen, juriidsufehren 3u dem majeftitijhen ,E8 fteht gefdrieben?

W Arndt
The Divine Inspiration of the Bible. By Arthur W.Pink. Published by
Bible Truth Depot, Swengel, Pa. Printed by Zondervan Publish-
ing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 90 pages, 5X7%. Price: Paper,
65 cts.; cloth, $1.00.

We have only one objection to this book, namely, that the author,
in the chapter on “The Typical Significance of the Scriptures Declares
Their Divine Authorship,” goes into the realm of speculation. The fact
that an earnest Bible student sees certain interesting parallels between
Old Testament and New Testament sections does not yet prove the
inspiration, except when the Bible itself declares such a parallelism
to exist. But apart from this one criticism we recommend this book
very highly, for the author, in a fearless and convincing manner, presents
evidence for the perennial freshness of the Bible, for the unmistakable
honesty of the writers, for the sublime character of its teaching, for the
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fulfilled prophecies of the Bible, for the wonderful unity of the Bible,
for the marvelous influence of the Bible, for the miraculous power of
the Bible, for its completeness, for its indestructibility, and for the inward
confirmation of the veracity of the Scriptures. He has one entire chapter
on “Verbal Inspiration,” which alone is worth the price of the book.
What the author says in the Introduction has been borne out in countless
instances: “Grant that the Bible is a divine revelation and communica-
tion of God’s own mind and will to men, and you have a fixed starting-
point from which advance can be made into the domain of truth. Grant
that the Bible is (in its original manuscripts) inerrant and infallible,
and you reach the place where study of its contents is both practicable
and profitable.” P. E. KRETZMANN

Recoveries in Religion. By Ralph W, Sockman, D.D. Cokesbury Press,
Naghville, Tenn. 284 pages, 514X8%. Price, $2.00.

Dr. Sockman sees the need of recovery in religion, as far as a liberal
theologian can see it. And we, too, need to emphasize much of what
he says. He hails “the repudiation of recent Liberalism.” “The older
Liberalism is regarded as too shallow.” “The paths of progress are
blocked by tired Liberals.” “It is a matter of record that those religious
groups which stress their extreme individual liberty are making little
headway today” (p. 32). “Science stands repudiated as redeemer”
(p.212). While he believes in the social gospel, he utters the warning:
“The crisis which our Protestant Christianity is facing today arises out
of the fact that Christianity is shifting its center of gravity from the
inner life to the social community (The Christian Century)” (p.95).
He does not quite agree with the writer who said: “The church is not
attended today because it has nothing to offer which cannot be found in
better form elsewhere” (p.225). At the same time he castigates the
preachers “who run their parishes quite as if there were no Holy Spirit”
(p.217), who “seek to attract hearers by announcing what the church
has to offer, such as good music, cheering fellowship, interesting ser-
mons” (p.263), who, “‘to catch the public ear, draw on every best seller,
fearing to stake their sermons on the Book of books” (p.59). “Many
a so-called successful city preacher lifts his eyes unto the balconies
whence cometh his strength. If they be well-filled, he feels that the
kingdom is coming” (p. 116). Dr. Sockman tells these preachers that
“perhaps the pulpit might regain the public respect if the minister who
realizes that he has no message on a given Sunday were to rise and
frankly announce, ‘Maybe next week, but not today’” (p.254).

The remedy which is prescribed for these and the many other ills
of the Church by the liberal doctor will not effect the cure. The liberal
doctor does not think enough of the Bible. He calls it indeed “the Book
of books,” but he refuses to accept it as “verbally inspired” and “infal-
lible” (p.61). It is not the ultimate source of the saving truth. Spiritual
knowledge and strength must come from man’s experience. “Convincing
religious authority is an authority that uses personal experience, or the
process of rediscovering the truth about God in ourselves, as its organ
and instrument” (p.39). Does he believe in the deity of Jesus? “Jesus
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made men aware of God. He had so completely surrendered himself
to God that he felt the divine spirit had been surrendered to him” (p.67).
That is not a confession of the deity of Christ. In fact, Dr. Sockman goes
so far as to write: “Yet, authoritative as the centuries have found Jesus
to be, what are nineteen hundred years in the life of the race? Can we
say that the Christ of Nazareth has given us the final wisdom? May
not the future outgrow him?” (p.70). —The Church is undernourished.
Dr. Sockman sees that. “In many a parish earnest ministers flay their
people with social and moral challenges, but do not feed their minds
with sufficient spiritual food to sustain their morale” (p.59). But he has
no use for the old-fashioned Gospel. He puts it this way: “There is
danger that in the current revolt against the tyranny of the physical
sciences and the vogue of Liberalism religion may revert to obscure
orthodoxy” (p.37). The only remedy he knows of is the application
of the Law. The specific is more practise of the social virtues. “Listen to
Kagawa: ‘Probably one reason why our Western friends do not under-
stand redemption at the present moment is because of this lack of a full
sense of human solidarity” (p.97).

Dr.Sockman is pastor of Christ Church (Methodist), New York,
and Sunday morning preacher of the National Broadcasting Company.
TH. ENGELDER
The Clash. By Paul H. Andreen. MCMXXXVIII. Augsburg Publishing
House, Minneapolis, Minn. 152 pages, 5% 8. Price, $1.00. Order
through Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave.,
St. Louis, Mo.

Just as soon as one reads the first chapter of this book, one will be
bound to acknowledge that the author knows his subject and treats it
with a warm sympathy. “The Clash” of which he speaks is that of the
Church with various forces of our day and age, represented in the
society in the midst of which the Church is trying to uphold the banner
of the truth, of the salvation wrought by the atoning blood of Jesus
Christ. The trend of the whole book is given in the sentence: “No one
acquainted with the facts of the history of Christianity will fail to admit
the intensity of the battle when Christ’s teachings clash with the selfish-
ness of man on all sectors — educational, economie, social, and spiritual.”
(P.4.) The subject is treated in six chapters: A World in Conflict;
The Church and the Social Order; The Church and World Peace; The
Church To-day; The Present Crisis; The Church’s Contribution to the
Social Order. The paragraphs on birth control and on atheistic com-~
munism are alone worth the price of the book. It should be read by
every pastor who wishes to be informed on present trends in the rela-
tion between the Church and the social order. P. E. KRETZMANN

The Rise and Growth of English Hymnody. By Harvey B. Marks, M. A.
Introduction by H. Augustine Smith. Fleming H.Revell Co., New
York. 288 pages, 8%4x5%. Price, $2.50. May be ordered through
Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St.Louis, Mo.

In recent years various writers in our country have essayed to make
up for a long neglect of one of the important branches of English litera-
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ture, English hymnody, following more or less in the footsteps of
Dr. Louis F.Benson, who deserves the title of trail-blazer in this field.
The book which the Rev.Harvey B.Marks here offers, presents the
Anglican view-point. He sets high standards, and his judgments are
sound. The difficult question “What is a hymn?” is carefully discussed
in a satisfactory manner. We thoroughly agree with the author when
he says: “It is much easier to say what is not a hymn than what is
a hymn.” That has been our own experience before classes at the
Seminary. It is refreshing to read the author’s verdict concerning
“Beautiful Isle of Somewhere”: “It is not much better than a song one
might write and call ‘Beautiful Isle of Nowhere. It is a great pity that
such a poor excuse for a hymn should become so popular with the
unthinking multitude, because of its pleasing and sentimental type of
music. It has been condemned alike by Roman Catholics, Episcopalians,
and Protestant ministers as an unfitting song for the impressive office of
the burial of the dead.” On the other hand, it is disappointing to note
that the author refers to Newman’s “Lead, Kindly Light” as a hymn.
It is inconsistent with his own standards. Newman himself did not
consider it a hymn. Nor does it deserve that name for the reason that
“it expresses the feelings or desire of many hearts,” as that can hardly
mean more that that such hearts are as unsettled in their religious
convictions as Newman was when he wrote the words.

The material offered in this volume is divided into three parts.
In the first, after devoting several chapters to the study of hymnody,
different aspects of it, to the definition of a hymn, and the evaluation
of hymns, the author gives a fair summary of ancient and medieval
and German hymnody. In the second, he presents English hymnody
from the early psalmody to the hymn in America. In the last part, he
enters the present century and discusses the work of the leading
hymnists. The closing chapters are on carols (including spirituals) and
the musical setting of the hymns. Subject, authors’, and first-line indices
are in the rear. Each chapter concludes with a list of books for addi-
tional study. We recommend this book. W. G. PoLack

God-Controlled Lives. By Sverre Norborg, Ph.D. Augsburg Publish-
ing House, Minneapolis, Minn. 150 pages, 51%x8. Price, $1.00.

Dr. Norborg is professor of philosophy at the University of Minne-
sota and lecturer in theology at Augsburg Theological Seminary. A pro-
lific, though still young (and theologically still immature), writer, he is
known (as the blurb says) by sixteen volumes, of which the most recent
are What Is Christianity? and Varieties of Christian Experience. In God-
controlled Lives he delineates the characters, sensibilities, and expe-
riences of such persons as Simon Peter, Matthew, Jairus, Nicodemus,
and other sinners of the New Testament, showing how Christ’s coming
into their lives resulted in sweet fruits of faith and Christian piety. He
follows in a general way the simple method of expounding the texts
which present the Biblical characters, adding, as he goes along, such
lessons as the cases suggest. The “lives” are conceived as biographical
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sermons, illustrating weighty practical truths which must still be ob-
served by the modern follower of Jesus. It may be doubted whether
the ordinary Christian will derive much benefit from reading the book;
for the writer philosophizes more than he theologizes, and his paragraphs
are directed to readers of college or at least high-school standing rather
than to the common Christian folk. One great defect is lack of clarity
as to the way of salvation. J. TuEoDORE MUELLER

The Light in the Window. Funeral Sermons and Outlines by R. E. Golla-
day, A. M., D. D. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids,
Mich. 119 pages, 54 X7%. Price, $1.00. May be ordered through
Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St.Louis, Mo.

Dr. Golladay of Columbus, O., is the well-known author of sermons
on the pericopal texts and on the Catechism. In this little volume he
submits twenty-two outlines for funeral addresses. The ideal he has
striven for is the preaching of “Scriptural funeral sermons; taking a text
and adhering to it; using only such biographical and incidental matter
as may be illustrative, comforting, or otherwise useful.” He has also
striven in his large ministry (he has buried nearly seven hundred per-
sons in one congregation) “not to preach on the same text in the same
circle of relatives or friends within the space of several years.” He adds
this interesting remark: “More than once, after a service was begun,

T changed my text and sermon because I saw in the audience those who

had been present at a recent burial service. I was able to do this because

I generally have the substance of several such texts, with an outline,

pretty well in mind at all times.” These printed outlines will prove of

value in a busy ministry and in some difficult cases.
TaEODORE GRAEBNER

The Lord’s Prayer and Christian Life, By Prof. Martin Graebner. Con-
cordia Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 74 pages, 5%4X734. Price,
75 cts. .

We are happy to be able to announce the appearance of this book.

While its size is such that one can well understand why the author
says on the page preceding the introduction: “This little book is not
an exhaustive treatise on the Lord’s Prayer, but represents a modest
endeavor to set forth its chief implications for our sanctification,” it is
so stimulating that one is glad to read it and to ponder its contents. In
dwelling on the various words and petitions of the Lord’s Prayer, the
writer correctly gives much attention to Luther’s classic interpretation
in the Small Catechism. After having stated and analyzed the thought
as contained in the words of the Lord’s Prayer and in Luther’s exposition,
Bible-texts are quoted in which the Scriptural evidence is presented.
This, however, is not done in a mechanical manner, but discussion and
proof are so interwoven that the argumentation gets to be live and
interesting. Besides, the author does not forget the bearing which the
contents of the Lord’s Prayer has on our Christian life. In this manner
the little volume becomes truly edifying to those who read it with care
and in a devout spirit. May it find many readers! ‘W. ArNDT
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How Can the Lutheran Churches Effectively Serve with Word and Sacra-
ment the Great Plains Area of Today and Tomerrow? By Dr.T.
F. Gullixson. The Lutheran Book Concern, Columbus, O. 27 pages,
6x9. Price, 15 cts.

We recommend this pamphlet to all our District Presidents, mission
boards, and to the pastors in the stricken areas for careful study. The
author offers a wealth of information and many practical suggestions
toward a solution of the problems involved. TH. LarrscH

Does God Want You to Be a Lodge-Member? Tract No.127. Concordia
Publishing House. 19 pages, 3% X5%. Price: 5 cts.; dozen,
36 cts., and postage; 100, $2.50, and postage.

These two tracts deserve to be widely read in our circles. Our mem-
bers cught to be well informed on the lodge question, and Holy Com-
munion ought to be held in much higher regard than statistics on
attendance indicate. We recommend these tracts for mass distribution.

Ta. LAETSCH
Goforik of China. By Rosalind Goforth. Zondervan Publishing House,
Grand Rapids, Mich. 364 pages, 8V4)5%. Price, $2.00.
A biography of the prominent Presbyterian missionary, who labored
in the various parts of China from 1888 to 1936, written by his wife.
W. G. Porack
What Should Admenish and Incite a Christian to Receive the Sacrament
Frequently? By E. W.Koehler. Tract No.128. Concordia Pub-
lishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 32 pages, 4X6. Price: 8 cts.; dozen,
72 cts., and postage; 100, $5.00, and postage.

The Multiplication of Usable Personalities. By C.F.Yaeger. Board of
American Missions of the United Lutheran Church. 64 pages,
434 X T.

This is a handbook on personal evangelism, personal soul-winning.
While we have question-marked a number of statements, we recom-
mend the booklet to our pastors for study and practical application.

TH. LAETSCH

Proceedings of the Sixty-First Convention of the Central District of the
Ev. Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States. Concordia
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. 99 pages, 6x9. Price, 28 cts.—
Nineteenth Convention of the Southern Illinois District. 71 pages.
Price, 14 cts.

In the report of the Central District, Pastor Carl A.FEberhard dis-
cusses in an interesting manner the ever timely doctrine, of special
importance in our day, of the inspiration of Holy Scripture. He brings
out clearly the Scriptural doctrine, answers a number of objections cur-
rent in our day, and shows the importance of this doctrine for our faith
and life. The report of the Southern Illinois District offers a paper by
President J. W. Behnken, D.D., on “Leadership in the Church,” and
a paper in the German language on the doctrine of justification by
Prof. W. Albrecht. Both papers deserve attentive reading, prayerful
study, and grateful practical application of the divine truths to our
private and congregational life. TH. LAETSCH
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Legal Aspects of Christian Science. By I. H. Rubenstein. Crandon Press,
Chicago. 33 pages, 5% x<8%5.

The author, a member of the Chicago bar, cites several court pro-
ceedings in which “the legal rights and remedies of Christian Scientists
have been questioned and even denied.” Since the pastor will attack
Christian Science from an entirely different angle, this brief treatise
has little value for him. F.E. MavYER

BOOKS RECEIVED

From the Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Prophecy and the Tottering Nations. By Keith L. Brooks. 100 pages,
5XT%. Price, $1.00.

Smoking and Other Habits. By Frank L. Wood, M. D. Price, paper,
25 cts.

From the Bible Institute Colportage Association, 843-845 North Wells
Street, Chicago:
The Acts of the Apostles, With outlines, subdivisions, emphasized
portions, and annotations, prepared by Norman H.Camp. 128 pages,
3434,

From the Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, Minn.:

My Lord the Shepherd Is a Westerner. By T.F.Gullixson, D.D,,
President Luther Theological Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. 36 pages,
5% X 7%. Price, 25 cts.

From the American Tract Society, 7 West 45th St., New York:

A Christian Layman’s Handbook. By R.M.Kurtz, M.A. 72 pages,
415 % 6%. Price, 50 cts.
From the Christian Action, Cincinnati, O.:

Studies in Christian Living. By James De Forest Murch. 112 pages,
314 x6. Price, 35 cts.
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