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Book Review — Qiteratur

Biblifdhe Theologie des WUlten Teftaments in Heilsgefdidtlider Cniwidlung.
Bon Lic. Wilhelm Moler und Lic. Hang Moller. 527 Seiten 614X 9%,
LBerlag von Johannes Herrmann, Jwidon, Sadhfen. Preid: Gebunbden,
M. 13.50; gebeftet, M. 12.50.

Wir begrithen mit Freuben dag Cr{cheinen diefes Werts und wiin{den thm
audy in unfern Sreifen mbglidhjt weite Berbreitung, Wilhelm Mber ift jo aud
unter und ald waderer BVerteidiger gefund lutherijder Theologie und eifriger Be-
fampfer der fo verberblichen Bibelfritif befannt. G iff einer der wenigen Ge-
lehrten, bie e8 wagen, offen der in unjerer Zeit {dhier als allmidhtig und alliweife
geltenden ,Bibelfritif’ entgegenjutrveten und dafitr die Sdmad) und den Spoft
ber wiffenjdhaftlichen Theologen auf ficdh su nehmen. €8 gereidht unsg zu befon-
derer Freude, baf aud) fein Sohn, der al8 Mitautor genannt ird, in bie Fuk-
tapfen feines Vaterd tritt, wie ja aud) Mifers Sohn und Todter an jeiner
bor Drei Jabhren erfdiienenen ,Cinleitung in dag Wlte Teftament” mitgearbeitet
Haben, Wir wollen diefer tapferen Kimpfer in unferm Gebet gebenfen und Gott
bitten, daf er fie weiter ftirfe und feinen Segen aunf ihre Wrbeit lege. Man jollte
bann aber aud) feiner Unerfennung ber Verfaffer oiwie ded Berlagshaufes, das
8 getagt Hat, died Wert in Drud su geben, dadurd) Ausdrud verleihen, baf man
fi) dbag Budy beftellt und fleipig jtudiert. Man twird die Yusgabe nidht berveuen.

Der Berfaffer befolgt nidht die Methobe, dak er die eingelnen Lehren der Reibe
nad) befpridht. Er behaubelt bie Gejdyichie der Enitvidlung der altteftamentlidhen
Theologie nad) der gejdhichtlichen Folge Der eingelnen Bitcher, unferer Meinung
nach die Defte LWeife, wenn man einen Iiberblid itber die gefdhidhiliche Entwidlung
ber Theologie im Ulten Teftoment getvinnen wilf. Ein angefitgtes Regifter ex=
mbglidht e8, die einjelnen Qehren, bie behanbelt find, rajd) aufsufinben. Nadh einer
Einlettung, in bev er feine Stellung und Methobe redhifertigt, Lehanbell er in
fieben Sapiteln feinen Gegenftand in griindlider, gediegener Weife.

LWenn e3 bem cinen ober anbern jdeinen mbdte, ald ob der BVerfaffer 3u
piel Getviht auf die Widerlegung der Bibelfritifer und jonberlid) threr Quellen-
jeibung legt, fo findbet biefe Tarftellungsieife thre geniigende Erildrung und
Redhtfertigung in ber Tatfadhe, daf gerade von bem ,fritifhens Stanbpunitt bie
theologifhe und Deildgefdhichtliche Wertung bpieler Stellen und eben damit bie
gange Wuffafjung ber altteftamentliden Theologie in ihrer Heild= und jseitgeidhidyt=
lidhen Entiwidlung abhingt. 2Wir verbenfen e8 daher Mbller nidht, fondern vedh=
nen ¢8 ihm af8 Berdienft an, dap er in feinem LWerf immer und immer ieder
die fogenannten getoiffen Refultate wiffenjdhaftiidher Bibelfritit ald uneriwiefene,
den Tatfadhen ing Angefiht {dlagende und baher uniwiffenidaftliche Behaup:
tungen ermeift.

Germe Bhitten wir Hiermit unfere BVefpredung ded Budes, bad ivir aud
in Bufunft fleibig gebraudjen iverben, gefdiofien. Dodh milffen ivir auf eine
Gutgleijung aufmerfjam maden, die dem Berfajfer paffiert ift und bie er, tvie
wir BHoffen, in einer f{pateren Wuflage jzuvedhtitellen wird. Wir besiehen uns
ouf feine Yusdfithrung itber das Wort ,Tag” im Sdbpfungdbericht, wofitr er die
Bedeutung ,Periodbe? 3u vinbizieven verjudht. Wir Idnnen hHier niht weiter auf
die Sade eingeben, vermeifen daher nur auf einige Wrtifel, die diefe Sadhe ind
rehte Lidht jtellen: ,Lehre u. Wehre?, 65 (1919), Seite 465; Concorpia THEO-
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vogrcan. MoNTtHLY, 3 (1932), 458; Theological Monthly, 4 (1924), 37—43.
Yud in feiner Behauptung, dak e8 fid) bei der Sabbatsordnung, Gen. 2, 13,
Jum nidtd Jiidifdhes, jondern um etwas Handelt, das mit ber Sdhdpfung ge=
gebent ar und alfo den Menfdjen angeht” (€. 58), geht Miller ju tveit. Dag ijt
ung um jo teniger verftindlid), al8 er Seite 49 gefagt hatte: ,Dev ﬁebente Tag
ift beftimumt al8 jehit nodh anbauernbde Periode gemeint.” Wenn Gen. 2, 2. 3 ge:
fagt toiitde, daB Gott eine jeft nodh anhaltende Periode fequete und Hheiligte, wvie
fann bann in diefen Worten bie Einfeung ded fiebenten Wodentags als Sabbat
fitr den Menjden fiegen, da fie nad) dem Werfaffer nidht von einem Tag redben?
3n Wabtheit vedet diefe Stelle weber vom einer Periobe, bie nody anhdlt, fondern
bon einem flebten Tage, den Gott damals heiligte und fegunete, an dem er rubte,
nody von ciner Ginfehung des febten Taged fitr den Menjden. Der Menjdy wird
mit feiner Silbe erivihnt. Die Cinfepung gefdah am Berg Sinai, 2 Mof. 20,
o Gott ben Juben gebot, den fiebten Wodentag, an bem er einft nad) Sdhivpfung
ber Welt geruht, den er einft gefeguet unbd geheiligt Hatte, nun audy 3u Hheiligen,
inbem fie feine Wrbeit verviditen jollten. Jm Neuen Teftament gilt Kol. 2, 16. 17;
Ron, 14, 5. 6, welde Stellen aud) von Mbller angefiihrt toerden.

Trofdent iviederholen ivir: iver eine gute, unjerer Meinung nad) die Dbeftc
»Biblijde Theologier des Wlten FTeftaments, die erfdyiencn ift, lefen mbdhte, ber
greife 3u Mblers vortrefflichem Bud. Th Latid

On the Way to Emamaus. By Byron C. Nelson, author of After Its Kind,
The Deluge Story in Stone, A Catechism on Evolution. Augsburg
Publishing House, Minneapolis. 1937. 83 pages, 515 %8.

The wish which our pious fathers at times expressed in thinking
of Old Testament prophecies that they might have been fellow-travelers
with the Emmaus disciples and listened to Jesus opening the Seriptures,
evidently was in the mind of the author of this little book and led him
to ask which passages in the Old Testament the Savior may have pointed
to in that blissful and ever memorable conversation, —a question which
he here endeavors to answer. To make his presentation vivid, he re-
constructs that conversation as he imagines it may have taken place,
employing the form of direct speech. The Christian reader will be grate-
ful for the evidence presented that the Messianic prophecies are abundant
and rich in content. Here and there the author, if pressed, would not
be able to prove the Messianic character of the passages he adduces.
His view that in speaking of types in the Old Testament “there is more
danger in not going far enough in seeing these types than in going too
far” (p.7) we can hardly share. Those Christians who are of a critical
and independent cast of mind will resent it if we speak of prophecies or
types where the proof of the correctness of such an interpretation is
lacking. In pointing to instances where there is merely a likelihood that
a type of Christ is intended, one should not hesitate to use the term
“perhaps” or “likely.” W. ARNDT

Coena Domini. Die altlutherijde Whenbmahislehre in ihrer useinanberfesung
mit bem Calvinidmusd bargeftellt an der lutherijden Frithorthodborie. Bon
Helmut Gollwiger. Chr.=Raifer-BVerlag, Miinden. 1937. 328 Seiten
6x9. Preid: Gebeftet, RM. 9.50; gebunben, RM. 11.

Der Berfaffer fdyreibt im BVorwort: ,Diefe Wrbeit will einen Beitvag liefern
sur gegenmdrtigen theologijden Behanblung der Wbendmabhlsfrage. Sie
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wilf dag tun, inbem fie eine BeftandZaufnahme der Ubendmahlslehre in der frith-
lutherij@en Orthodogie vorlegt.”r Sie tut dag lefitere in ausgeseidhneter Weife.
Nidt gut ift, was dber Verfaffer betreffs der gegentvdrtigen BVehanbdlung der Wbend=
mahlafrage vorfdldat. Auf GSrund von 190 Quellen und 184 ,Darftellungens
wird ein itberaud griindliher Beridht itber bdie lutherifdhe und die reformierte
Qehre bom Wefen und vom Nuen bded WAbendmahld gegeben. Wud) bie melan-
dthonifdhe Abirrung ivird eingehend behanbelt. Sdamtlidhe einfd)ldgigen Vuntte
ber Ubendmah8lehre und ded frithen WUbendbmablsftreited fommen jur Sprade.
Wenn man aud) nidht jedem Einzelurteil beiftimmen fanun, o tvird bod) daj
Stubdbium des Hhier dargebotenen reidjen Materiald grofen Nupen bringen. Wir
geben einige Proben: ,AIE Weifpiel dafitr, wie fehr die eregetifhe Getwiffenhafiia-
feit Chemniy’ fih abhod bon ber Methode mancher unter feinen beften Geguern,
fei auf bdle eregetifche Tegel Ofolampads bveriviefen, der al8 den certus canon
fiir bie Univendbung von tropifdher Wuslegung angibt: diberall da, wo incon-
venientia und Wiberipritche borfommen (De genuina verborum ... C, 3 £).”
(&.10.) ,Calvin fett in feiner Auslegung der Ginfefungsiworte hinter dag von
thm gebrauchte Ubberb realiter® Dei der BVetonung der Wusteilung bed Leibed
Ehrifti in Klammern ein entfduldigended (jut vulgo loquunturf). Damit war
pie Sidjerheit diefes jofort mit ,vere’ inferpretierten ,realiter Dbedenflid) er=
fdhitttert; pas ,realitert galt offenfichtlichy doch nicht realiter. ... Calbing theto=
rifde LVerwendbung bder WUbdbberbien ,realiter’ und ,substantialitert ijt nidyt
SHeudgelet, fonbdern der Lusdrud ciner ehten Wbficht, mehr al8 Jwingli und
Bullinger su fagen und bdennod) nidht die lutherifdhe Lehre ju itbernmebhmen.”
(S, 124) Yud Hhinfidhtli)y der Vebeutung ber Saframente ald Jeiden il
Galbin bie Mitte halten vifden swinglifher und lutherijher Theologie. ,Die
reformierten Theologen zwinglifdher Proveniens fagten, dap die Saframente in-
strumenta significativa, non applicativa feten.” (&.170.) a8 fagte Calvin?
«Galvin, C.R., 37,719 . . . (nad) einer Mahnung, dem Jeiden nidht zubiel 3u-
aufdreiben): Verum signo Deum tamguam organo uti non est absurdum.
Non quia virtus Dei inclusa sit in signo, sed quia nobis eam pro im-
becillitatis nostrae captu tali adminiculo distribuat.“ Nady Calvin find e8
doch fehliehlidh) unfriftige Beichen: virtus Dei non inclusa est in signo. So
hat er fich dodhy nidht tweit von Zwingli entfernt. 8 find ihm, wie Golliviger
felbft e8 barlegt, ,bie Saframente Mittel der gbitlichen Gnadenbarbietung nur,
jofern fie die Gelegenheit su threm Empfang fignalifieven, alfo nur ald Jeidhen.”
(€. 171)

Frohdem will Golliviger dag ,Gefpridh” mit den Reformierten ivieder auf-
nehmen in der Meinung, bak beide Parteien {ih fehr nabe ftehen. ,{iber dad
bisher Gefagte [dem Bwed und Nuben bded Abenbmahls betreffend] befteht
swifden ber lutherijhen unbd ber von Calvin beftimmten reformierten Theologie
Gintgleit. Dad ift niht wenig.” (S. 307.) Weil beide Parteien fagen, daf dasd
Abendmah!l e mit ber Vevgebung der Siinden ju tun hat — ,Gemeinjam ift fitr
beibe Teile affo, dak bie eigentlide res testamenti die Siindenvergebung fei,
ba8 proprium Dde3 Ubenbmahl8 aber in ihrer Bejtitigung beftehtv (S. 288) —,
barvum Defteht swijdhen ihnen Cinigfeit! 1Und dba fdllt die Uneinigleit Hinfidilih
be8 Wefens beg Wbendbmahld nidht ind Gewidht! ,Diefe BVeftimmung bom finis
aug betwirft fofort eine Yndifferensierung der Frage nad) ver Realprifens, biiv.
nad) ber {pesififden Wrt der Realprifens.” (S, 308) Das jweite witrbe natitrlich
nidht aud bem erften folgem. Und bdad erfte entipridht nidht den Tatfaden. Ja,
getoih, die Jeformierten lehren, daf bad Wbendmahl ber BVergebung der Siindben
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diene; aber fie leugnen, dafy e8 die Wergebung ber Siinben mitteilf. Ein
«@efprddy, dag von Gollwigers Vorausfehungen aus gefithrt wird, fann nur ju
einer unioniftifden DBerftindiqung fithren. Der unioniftijen Berftandigung
bient e8 aud, dap Gollwiger dad unglaublidhe Bugeftindnis glaubi maden 3u
witffen: ,Jedbenfalls ift e8 und Heute unmbolih, fo von der wortliden Cregefe
aussugehen, toie e8 die altlutherifdhen Theologen taten.” (&.510.) Und datum
Heipt e am Sdhluf: ,Bielleiht zeigt fih babei, dap Firhlid) verbindlid) nidyt
mebhr gelehrt werben fann, ald in diefer Gemeinfamteit” (ber vorgebliden Einig=
feit betreffd bed Biwed3 des Wbendmahl8) ,entbhalten ift.” Und Golviger Hatte
Doch auf 300 Seiten ber altlutherifhen Lehre im grofen und gangen Reht gegeben!

Gollwiger crwdhnt aud) Bfterd bdie Wbweidungen ber Neulutheraner.
D. Sdiffel flagt: ,Die WUbendbmahlsnot iff bie grbhie Not unferer Tage. . . .
Die Whendbmahllehre ift in voller Wuflsfung; man benfe an Wsmuffen, ja {elbit
Ylthauds (Qutheraner). Daritber {agt Golliviger: ,IWem die Gabe ded Wbend=
mahl8 niht himmlijhed Blut, fondern fein [Chrifti] gefdhidhtlihes Sterben als
gegenwdrtig wirffame Wirflidfeit [Althaud] ift, der bolzieht damit nidht eine
Koveeftur der lutherijdhen Kehre, jonbern er perliht ihre BWafisd und teilt nidt
ihr Jnterefie.” ,So fonnten ,Leid® und Blut’ nie ju einer dlofen Metapher wer=
ben fiir bad mit Qeib und Blut Yusgeriditete, das Hheift, flir den Kreuzedtod pder
fitr Ehriftusd jelbft (bgl. €albin: ,Leib® ift bHloke Metapher fiir Chriffud und feine
perfnliche Gegentvart). LWer in Ridtung auf eine Metapher hin interpretiert,
perivifht, ftatt ju flaren. Ein Yeutiger Luiheraner, der an diefer Stelle nidht
perivifden iviirde, ift und bHidher nid)t begegnet.” (&. 129. 132.) ,Fiir Calvin
und nidt etiwa fitr Quibher trifit su, wag ein heutiger Qutheraner (W, Elert) meri=
iitrbigeriveife von ber lutherifhen Wuffaflung fagt: ,Leid und Blut find der
Jnbegriff der vollendetenn Men{dheit beg Gefreusigten’, und dvad Wort ,Leib’ fei
barum nidht dinglid® su verjtehen.s (€. 114.) Ferner: ,Crit im neueren Suther=
tum wagte man e§, . . . dad Saframent jur realen Mitteilung deffen 3u macgen,
wag im Wort angeblid) nur verheifen fei” (&.179.) Edylieklih wird aud) viel:
fah Besug genommen auf die neulutherifhe Lehre von einer Wirtung Hed Ubend-
mahlgd auf den Leid (feim ded Auferftehungsleibes), und &. 256 ff. wird gezeigt,
dak man fich dafitr nidht auf Luther berufen fanu. Th Engelder

The War Against God. By Sidney Dark and R.S.Essex. The Abing-
don Press, New York. 301 pages, 5%2x8. Price, $2.00.

Poison Pedlers. By Dan Gilbert. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand
Rapids, Mich. 102 pages. Price, 35 cts.

Here are two valuable books in the general field of aggressive apolo-
getics, which every champion of the Christian truth would do well to
study. Both describe the amazing war which today is being waged to
dethrone God and morality, and that not merely in distant lands, per-
verted by Communism, but right at home, in our own country. The War
against God is a thorough and comprehensive study of the subject, offer-
ing first a more general history of militant atheism (in which part, how-
ever, there are numerous historical misstatements) and then a detailed
description, showing especially its dreadful manifestations in such coun-
tries as Russia, Germany, Turkey, Mexico, Spain, and last, but not least,
in England, where the destructive teachings of men like H. G. Wells,
Bernard Shaw, Thomas Hardy, A.E. Housman, J.B. S. Haldane, Middle-
ton Murry, Bertrand Russell, J.E. Joad, Aldous Huxley, and others, are
steadily preparing the soil for such red harvests as have been reaped in
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Russia and Spain. (Dan Gilbert shows in his book how atheism is ag-
gressive in our own country.) What the authors have to say is not based
upon guesswork nor on mere general reports but is well documented,
each chapter closing with a bibliography, which represents the latest
publications in the field for and against this godless movement. Though
at times the authors err historically, they are very careful in analyzing
the alarming anti-God situation, which rapidly is spreading over the
whole world. In the reviewer’s opinion emphasis should have been
placed also upon the evil effects of religious Modernism, which has
proved so powerful an ally to aggressive atheism.— Dr. Gilbert’s Poison
Pedlers does in a more popular and specific way what the first book
seeks to accomplish in a more scholarly fashion. Its appeal is especially
to the rank and file of Christian church-members whose time and read-
ing are limited. A few chapter titles will suggest to the reader the con-
tents of the brochure: “Making a Religion of Immorality”; “Sex-poison-
ing Youth”; “Pitfalls for Faith in Modern Magazines”; “The Magazines’
War against Christian Morality”; “Intellectuals Scoff at Immortality”;
“Four-flushing in Filth”; “A Modern Psychologist’s Attack on Family
Life”; “The Modern Assault on the Home”; “Demolishing the Ten Com-
mandments in Ten Minutes”; “The War on Religion in America”; “ ‘Edu-
cation’ for Immorality.” The reviewer suggests that our pastors and
teachers study Dr. Gilbert’s popular Poison Pedlers first, discussing its
contents with their young people’s and also with parents’ groups. The
War against God may then be used for collateral reading. We dare not
stand aloof while a war is being carried on against God and morality
which is sure to destroy the foundations of State and Church if allowed
to continue. J. THEODORE MUELLER

Isms, New and Old. By Julius Bodensiek. The Lutheran Book Concern,
Columbus, O. 111 pages, 7% X5. Price, 75 cts. May be ordered
through Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson, Ave.,
St. Louis, Mo.

The following cults and tendencies are discussed: Christian Science,
Spiritism, Adventism, Russellism, Mormonism, Unitarianism, Theosophy,
and the Communistic Churches. The author hopes that the book will be
used by “study groups, such as adult classes, young people’s groups,
teacher-training classes.” The book can be used very well for this pur-
pose, although in several sections too much is taken for granted. A sec-
ond edition of this book might reduce some irrelevant historical material
and add sections on Dispensationalism, Perfectionism, and Modernism.

F. E. MaYER
Doctor Bob Hockman, a Surgeon of the Cross. By Kathleen Hockman
Friedrichsen. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich.
102 pages, 5V X7Y%. Price, 50 cts.

C.T. Studd. Athlete and Pioneer. By Norman P. Grubb. Zondervan
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Mich. 266 pages, 5x8. Price, $1.00.

Here are two books in the history of present-day missions which
show in an almost overwhelming manner what victories are being won
by the messengers of the Cross in various parts of the world. The story
of Bob Hockman is that of a life given for the spreading of the truth.
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He was a medical missionary who worked in Abyssinia at the time of
the recent conquest of the country by the forces of Mussolini. He was
killed when he attempted to remove the detonator from an Italian dud
which fell near the Red Cross hospital in which he was working. But
even before this he had been instrumental in making the message of
salvation known to as many natives as he could reach, also on a special
trip through the country south of Addis Abeba. — Charles T. Studd
renounced everything in the interest of the Gospel, which he accepted
as the saving truth. He served as a missionary first in China, then in
India, and finally in Africa, and as a direct result of his own labors and
that of his consecrated wife there are over one hundred men and women
at work in various countries. The story of his life is one of the most
astounding in recent mission history. Both books will serve excellently
as additions to the library of a young people’s society.
P. E. KRETZMANN

The Axt of Mlustrating Sermons. By Dawson C. Bryan. Cokesbury Press,

Nashville, Tenn. 272 pages. Price, $2.00. May be ordered through

Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

In a foreword to this volume Bishop Paul B. Kern writes: “Most
people are picture-minded. In the graphic lives of a word-picture they
see reality and life, and the image of it is carried back into the walks
of life. Jesus, the flawless Teacher, talked to His followers in parables.
These were pictures, ‘illustrations,’ as we say, and wise is the preacher
who has mastered that art and knows how to open windows into the
truth and to throw on the canvas of the mind unforgettable images.”
That is all true; but for the preacher more is necessary than that he
realize the importance of illustrations in sermons. He should know how
to illustrate. A preacher dare not use silly, improbable stories and re-
pulsive similes. Suggestive phrases and jesting anecdotes have no place
in the message of an ambassador of Christ. The author therefore wishes
to instruct his readers in the art of selecting and using interesting and
effective illustrations. He shows how one may preach so that the people
visualize what the pastor is saying. He devotes cne chapter to the sub-
ject of varying illustrations. In another he discusses the personal ex-
perience of a pastor and how far this may supply material for illustrat-
ing truths. He suggests methods of keeping materials. But he does not
confine himself strictly to his subject. In the course of his remarks he
discusses also other work of the preacher, pastoral visiting, travel, life’s
intimacies, the introduction of a sermon, relaxation, and a number of
other things. He tells of preachers who were successful in using illus-
trations, of their methods and their sources. He discusses plagiarism
and warns against stereotype transitions. Altogether the book is worth
reading, and if used with discrimination, it will no doubt prove helpful
to the pastor who is earnestly striving to improve in pulpit work.

M. S. SOMMER
Sin and Grace. Twenty-two confessional addresses. Edited and com-
piled by Arthur J.Doege. Concordia Publishing House, St.Louis,
Mo. 1937. 82 pages, 9xX6. Price, 75 cts.

The pastor is conscious of the responsibility and the opportunity
which confronts him in delivering the confessional address. He is to
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speak on the all-important theme of sin and grace during the brief fifteen
minutes. He realizes that his hearers, as a general rule, have prepared
themselves more conscientiously for his message than at other times.
He is aware of the fact that the manifold duties of the pastor often
interfere with giving such care to the confessional address as the occa-
sion demands. For these reasons our pastors will welcome a collection
of confessional addresses which will provide new stimulation, new ways
of approach. The present book contains four addresses by President
Doege of Concordia Collegiate Institute and eighteen by other pastors
of our Synod. We hope this book will prove helpful to our pastors.
F. E. MAYER
Fundamental Christian Beliefs. A Survey of Christian Doctrine for Sun-
day-school Teachers. By W.Arndt, Ph.D. Concordia Publishing
House, St.Louis, Mo. 95 pages, 5xX7%. Price, 25 cts. Instructors
Guide, $1.00. Test-sheets, 10 cts. per set.

We are happy to announce this second volume in the series of book-
lets intended for Sunday-school teachers’ training, which has been dis-
cussed in our literature recently. The plan of the committee is to have
pastors or other competent leaders take charge of teacher-training in
their own congregations or in larger circles of congregations and grad-
ually build up a teaching personnel that will be able to take care of
proper indoctrination of our children to the extent in which this is pos-
sible in Sunday-schools and similar agencies. The entire Christian doc-
trine is here treated in eight chapters, with the necessary subdivisions.
The author has brought to his task the experience of many years, and
the result lies before us in non-technical language, in simple sentences
and paragraphs, so that every Sunday-school teacher will be able to fol-
low and to comprehend what the Scripture teaches on all chief points of
Christian doctrine. An excellent suggestion is made by Prof. W. O. Kraeft,
who writes in the introduction to the book: “The material presented in
this book should interest not only Sunday-school teachers but also many
adults in the congregation. As more members of the congregation can be
found to spend one evening each week in the discussion of the great
truths on which their faith rests, and as they will take an active part
in such discussions, the interest in, and appreciation of, things spiritual
should take a more dominant part in their lives.” We hope that this
booklet, like the others of the series, will soon be in use in every con-
gregation in our circles where there is a Sunday-school, a summer-
school, a Saturday-school, or any other educational agency in which so-
called lay teachers are engaged. P E. KRETZMANN

Membership Manual. By John F.Drewelow. The Lutheran Book Con-
cern, Columbus, O. 128 pages, 5%4xX7%4. Price, 75 cts. May be
ordered through Concordia Publishing House, 3558 S. Jefferson
Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

The author has written a very practical manual for adult classes.

He states in the Preface: “The Chief Parts are intentionally not treated

in their traditional order. It would seem more logical, especially in

adult work, to teach first the tenets of faith and the means to engender
and foster that faith, and then to seek to pattern the Christian life. This
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general plan, therefore, is here followed.” The author has succeeded in
presenting a practical and appealing method of teaching aduit classes,
and we believe that our pastors will find his book useful in preparing
their courses for adult instruction. Tr. LAETSCH

God’s Word for Today. A devotional book for the home. By O.Hallesby,
Ph.D., professor at the Independent Theological Seminary, Oslo,
Norway. Translated by Clarence J. Carlsen, M. A. Augsburg
Publishing House, Minneapolis, Minn. 376 pages, 534x4. Price,
$1.00. May be ordered through Concordia Publishing House,
3558 S.Jefferson Ave., St.Louis, Mo.

This is a book of daily devotions by a Norwegian professor whose
writings have had a wide distribution within the Norwegian churches
of our country. It is so arranged that it may be used in any year, as
the devotions for special days and the movable church festivals are given
at the end of the book. We have not read all the devotions, but those
we read are appealing. The author has a unique way of speaking to the
heart. The style is simple enough for the young. The translator’s
English is chaste and lucid. W. G. Porack
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