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tracted a second marriage," since "a second marriage, although 
perfectly lawful and in some cases advisable, was so far a sign of 
weakness; and a double family would in many eases be a serious 
hindrance to work. The Church could not afford to enlist any but 
its strongest men among its officers." "Is it not reasonable to suppose 
that, in selecting ministers for the Ohurch, he would look for them 
in the class which had given proof of moral strength by remaining 
unmarried or by not marrying a second time?" However, Plummer 
comes to the conclusion that "there is nothing to show that St. Paul is 
giving rules which are to bind the Ohurch for all time .... Nowadays 
a man is not considered less strong than his fellows because he has 
married a second time." We hold that there is not the slightest reason 
to impute to Paul or to Scripture the view that a second marriage is 
to be regarded as unbecoming a Ohristian, be he layman or pastor. 
Gerhard (Loci, XXVI, chap. 5, pars. 178 ff.) offers nine arguments to 
prove that not the slightest stigma attaches to second marriages. We 
shall mention only the chief arguments. The Old Testament per­
mits it, Deut. 25, 5; Ezck. 44, 22; neither Christ nor the apostles 
forbid it or regard it as dishonorable. On the contrary, Paul sanc­
tions and even advises it, Rom. 7, 1. 2; 1001'.7,8.28.39; 1 Tim. 5, 14. 
Forbidding marriage is a doctrine of devils, 1 Tim. 4, 1. 3. Scriptural 
examples and the testimony of many Ohurch Fathers may be adduced 
in favor of it. 

The time which ought to elapse between the two marriages de­
pends on custom and circumstances. (Op. Walther, Pastorale, 230 ff.) 

(To be oontinued.) THEo. LAETSCH. 

~i~~ufitioneu iiber bie 5itJeite bult bet 5t)uob,tIfonfereu5 
llugeuommeue @bllugdieureiije. 

~ietnnb3luan3igftet Sonntag nadj :trinitati~. 

Z5 0 fj. 10, 22-30. 

2!m {etten €onntag bergegenmiitiigten mh uns, roie fid) ber lln~ 
grauoe fo gar bert d)ieben aeig±. 2!oer fteHl ift es UngIauoe, unb ftds 
ift ber Unglalloe 5torfjeit. ~ofjr fjiiIt fidj ber Unglauoe fill: meife unb 
erfliirt bas (iffjriftentum flir I.narrfjeit unb 5torfjeit. Unb borfj Ofeibt es 
roafjr, mas roir aus unferm (Ebangefium erfennen, 

SDenn 
1. 

'!l1l1[ ber Ungfllube bie grilfHe ~or~eit iit. 

er lJerfjiirtet fein &)eq gegen bas Hatc 2ellg~ 
nis ber jillafjrfjcit; 

2. era d) t et f i d) f eI 0 f± n i dj t ro e rt be s e mig e n 
.2 e 0 ens. 
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1. 
m. 24. )Da rebet ba§ bote @etl1iffcn. ®ie fjiitten [ooI)L miffen 

Ionnen, mer ~eEfu§ toar. @r fja±±e ifjnm ba§ oft genug gefagt, m.25. 
eEr fjatte fidj beaeugt a[§ ben ®ofjn be§ mater§, ~ofj. 5, 17-29, aHl bie 
~ilr au ben ®djafen, ~ofj. 10, 1 ff., o[§ ben gutcn .X>irten, ber fein Eeben 
Eeuen liiBt filr bie ®djafe, ~ofj. 10, 12. )Damit fjatte er meffianifdje 
)illei§fagungen auf fidj Deaogen, lISf. 23; .X>efef. 34, 11 ff. )Die ~uben 
fjaiten feine )illorte alldj berftanben, ~aj:l. 5, 18; 8,59. ®ic fjaHcn ben 
@inmurf erfjoben: 8,13, ben ~@fui.i fdjon im borau§ beanitDodd fjatte, 
5,31, inbem cr fidj aUf ~ofjanne§ unb auf feinen mater lierier, 5,32 
bi§ 38; 8, 18. ~n unferm ~e6t lJeruft er fidj auf bie 2Bede, ber~ 

gleidjen fein IDCenfdj ie aubor getan fjaite, 7,31; 9,16.32, unb bie cr 
in feine§ mater§ ~namen tat. )Durdj biefe )illunber 5eugte ber mater, baB 
Q:fjrifti )illort )illaljrfjeit fei. )illie toddj± bafjer, fo!dj moI)Ibeaeugte )illaI)r~ 
fjeit ilU bermerfen I ®ie glaulien eli en nidjt, meil fie nidjt gIauben mollen. 

)Der Unglaulie 1ft nodj fjeutigc§tag§ 5totfjeit. 91idj±§ ift 10 tDOfj! 
beaeugt mie bie 5ta±facljen be§ Cl:I)riften±um§, fonberIidj bie 2Iufcrftel)ung 
~(8fu Cl:fjdfti. (ShIro nadjmeifen.) ~IDdi ljcute ileugen bie 2Bedc bc§ ev 
ljofjten Cl:ljriftui.i bon bet )illaljrljeit feiuer Eeljre: bie 2ht§breitung unb 
@rljaHung Jetner ~irdje tro:\? allen )illiberftanbe§; bie meIefjrung be§ 
®ilnber§ ilU @o±±; bie getoaHigen Ummiilaungen burdj§ @bangeIium in 
aller )illert. IDCan bergleidje .X>eiben±um mit Cl:fjriftentum. )Da mirb man 
ben Unterfdjieb fefjen 6lDifdjen IJinftcrnii.i unb Eidj±, amifdjen gtcuIidjem 
2Iberglauben unb fcIiger @o±te§Iiebe, 3lIJifcljcn IJurdj± unb ®cljredcn unb 
friifjIidjet BUberficlji, ilmifdjen ®Uaberct ber ®ilnbe unb fjerrIidjer ~rei~ 
ljeH ber ~inber @oite§. )illeldje ~orfjcit 11l1fjer, bie 10 llJofjL6c6engte 
)illaljrljeit be§ Q:fjriftentum§ ilU betlDerfen I 

2. 
®oIdje fBermerfung fja± iibemu§ fdjmetmiegenbe IJorgen. Cl:I)riftus 

1llg±: m.26. )iller ~@fu )illort nidjt mmimm±, ben erfenn± et nicljt aI§ 
fein ®djiiflein. @bcn bamit adj±e± bet l1ngfihtoige aliet fidj fcH* nidjt 
tucri bes emigen 53ebcns. )Die .mrcljc'0@lu ift nidjt 01013 cine @eferr~ 

fdjaft, bie iiuBere ober irbilclje fBor±eHc Darliie±et, 10nbern: ~. 27-300 
)Die ®djafe ~~lu fjaoen e§ gut nadj Eeib unb @:;cde,in 8eit ltnb @mig~ 
feit. ®djon in biefem Eelicn giM er iljnen bas emige Eelien. mgI. ~olj. 
3, 36. ®djon fjier fjalien fie cincn morfdjmad ber cmigen @:;eIigfeit. 
®ie {ennen ~~fum, ben Eeben§filrfien, ber in ifjnen geiftIicI)e§, fjimm~ 
lifdje§ Eeben fjerlJorgerufen ljat, bas ninnner aufljott. ~m @Inuoen 
ljiiren fie feine ®timme, bie IiebIidje ®±immc be§ @bangeHull1.§, moburclj 
iljr S,>era erquicft, gC±roffet, geftiirft ilJirb. lSie miffen, er Lenni fic aI§ 
foldje, bie et au feinem @igenium teuer edauft fjat. )illeldj ein @Illa, 
au miffen, baB man ~®fu ®djiiflein ift1 ~@fu @:;djiifIein folgen ifjm. 
)illenn fie audj aUf mandjem rauljen lISfabe gefjcn, 10 miffen fie bodj, fie 
folgen bem gu±en ~irten, bet fie filfjrt aUf redj±er, aum Bid filfjrcnber 
®±raBe. Unb baljer folgen fie iljm germ, Offenb. 14,4. ®o geljen fie 
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enblidJ ein in~ eroige Eeben. ~a§ ift gana geroiB. @5ie roerben nimmer~ 
meljt umfommen. ,\'Peine madJ± ber @tbe obet bet §joUe fann fie au§ 
bet IiebeboUen §janb be§ §jeilanbe§ reiBen; benn er ift ja ber roaqte 
@ott, bet alImiidJtige Eeben§fiirft. mit bem mater im m3efen ein§. mit 
iljm aUfammen ljiirt ber matcr beffen @5dJafe in feiner §janb, fo baB 
iljnen niemanb ba§ 2eocn wuben fann. 

~a§ aHc§ bcrfdJerat ber Unglaube. 2ludJ filr bie Ungliiubigen ift 
ba§ aUe~ erl1Jorbcn, 2 ~etr. 2, 1. ~@fu§ locH unb reia± audJ feine 
iSeinbe nodJ aum ®rauoen. m3enn man ba§ beradJtet, ftilrat man fidJ 
in§ eroige merbcrbcn, roei! man fidJ feIbft nidJt roert geadjtet qat be§ 
eroigen 2eoen§, 2lpof±' 13, 46. m3eIdjc 5torljeitI 

§j(Srr, ftiirfe un§ ben @rauoen, baB roir beine @5dJiiflein breiOen, 
bie bu in§ eroige 2eben filljrft 1 5t. 2. 

!Junfunb3wIln3igfter Sonntllg nadJ :trinitllti~. 
mattq. 16, 1-12. 

~n unfern @emeinben roirb qiiufig 3U bier @elllidJt geIegt aUf 
iiuBedidJe ~inge, 3. )8. auf fdJone§ .l'i?irdJeneigentum, impofan±e ,8aljlen, 
aUf 2lnfeljw tlor ber m3eIt. SDa§ @eiftridJe ljingegen roirb oft bernadJ~ 
liiffigt. 

lillo~cr lummt c;§, bafi in djtiftHdjen @emeinben oft nnilet~iiftni§miifiig 
ilid @eluin,t auf iinfictlidje S)inge gelegt with? 

1. ~aljet, ban e§ in bet .l'i?itdJe nodJ immer §jeudJ~ 
ler gibt, bie hin merftiinbni§ filr geifUidJe 
SDillgC ljabcn; 

2. baljet, baB audJ (fljriften immet geneig± finb, 
i net ft erE i n i e a 11 § ~ r b i f dJ e 3 u ben Ie n. 

1. 
A. 2luf irbifdJem @ebie± befaBen bie ~ljarifiier unb bie @5abbuaiier 

gute .l'i?enniniffe, @5dJarffinn, gefunbe§ Uriei!, m. 2 f. 2lber in geiftlidJen 
SDingen qatten fie Fein merftiinbni§, m. 3b. @5ie roaren tro~ iqrer i:iuf3er~ 
Iidjen ,8ugeljorigfeit 3um moUe ®otte§ unbefeqrt, cine "bofe unb elje~ 

bredJerifdJe ~Irt", m.4,. ::Datum geiftridJ blinb, 1.~or. 2, 13 f. 
B. @5oIdJe &JcudjIcr gibt e§ ijeute nodJ. ,oft fpiefen fic eine Ieitcnbe 

!)'toUe im @cmeinbeIeben. m3cil fie alier feinen @Ianoen fjaben, finb fie 
geiftlidJ tot unb blinb, oljnc merfiiinbni§ filr§ ®eiftHdJe unb oqne :;Sn~ 
tereffe unb 2icbc filr ba0feIbc. ~ljr ganae§ @5innen unb 5trad)ten gegt 
auf§ ~rbifdje, nidJt mIl: in iijrem eigencn Eeben, fonbcrn mtdJ in iljrer 
@igenfdJaft am ®cme.inbeglieber. 

C. 2eiber fonnen roir bicfe 2eute nidJt an ben ~wnger ficHen, roie 
(fgriftu§, ber §jer3cn§filnbiger, ba§ liei ben ~qarifiiern unb @Sabbuaiiern 
tat. m3ir fonnen eben niemanb in§ §jers feljen. m30 fidj aber Diefer 
®eif± liemcrfIidJ madJ±, mUf3 ifjm fofort unb auf entfdjiebene m5eife ge~ 
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fteuert wetben. ~obutdj? '!lUtdj bie ~tebigt be£i @bangelium£i. ~fjti~ 

ftu£i gao ben .\'Jeudjlern in unfetm 5tc!:te nur e i n 8eidjen, leine ~uf~ 
erftefjung, burdj bie ba£i @tIi:ifung£iwed berfiegeIt wurbe, ~. 4. ~nein 
burdj ba£i @bangeIium fi:innen .\'Jeudjler oC£c1)rt unb bie @cmcinbc im 
redjtcn @eleife geljaIten roerben. 

2. 
A. ~udj bie ~iinger badjtcn in bet megel iluerft an£i ~rbifdje. m-g 

~@fu£i fie warnte, lB. 6, meinien fie, er tebe bom itbifdjen \Btot. unb 
bcrftanben batum fcinc \Beleljrung nidjt. !Sic waren eoen immer nodj 
"Si'Teingliiuoige " , lB. 8. 

B. !So audj oei lIn5. Unfet aItcr ~bam 1)at fein ~erftiinbni5 fUr 
geiftIidje '!linge; fie finb i1)m eine 5tOtljeii. !Setn ~ntereffe liegt auf 
irbtfdjem, aeitlidjem @eoiet. :varum fudjt et un5 ~ljtiften ftet§ au oe~ 
tuegen, ber ~eIt nadjauiiffen unb aIIe§, roa£i lidj auf unfet @5eelenljeiI 
oeaie1)t, auf bie !Seite au f djieoen. ~eljmen roir un5 nidjt in adjt, bann 
befonen roir audj 1m @cmeinbeleoen hnmer luieber bas ~'rllBetIidje unb 
bernadjliiHigen unf ere .\'Jauptaufgaoe. 

O. ~ie rocrben luir aoer bot biefer 5torljei± oeroa1)rt? 1. 'l'Jaburdj, 
DaB roir einanber gegenfei±ig bor biefem @eifte, bem @5auerteig ber ~lja~ 
rifiier unb !Sabbllaiict, warnen, ~. 11b. 12b; 2. butdj fteten SJinwei;:; 
auf bie 5tatf adje, ban ~ljriftu5 alldj im ~tbif djen f cine Sl!irdje f±e±§ bet~ 
forg± ljat, lvenn fie iljm ±teu geoliefJen ift, ~. 9 f., llnb baf3 et ba£i audj 
fernetljin tun roirb, W/aUlj. 6, 33. 

!S dj I II 13. ".\:liitet eudj bor bem !Sauetteig bet ~1)arifaer unb 
!Sabbusiier I" 'B. 11 h. ~o biefet @etft ljerrfdji, fann ~@fu;:; nidjt 
bldoen, m. 4b. @.~. IT. 

Sedj~unb3\tJan3igftef Sonntag naa, :trtnitati§. 
2u!. 16, 10-17. 

'!let Ie~te !Sonntag im Sl!itdjenja1)t; ber Iette bon aroeiunbfUnTsig 
!Sonniagen, an benCTI @ott un5 fein ~llrt 1)at ptebigen laffen. lffia5 ljat 
£5 gefrudjtet? @etutf, ein ~riifung5tag. Eu1. 13, 6-9. 

)IDa£! fud)t bct ~tI:rr !lei un;:; am tI:nbe be;:; ~ird)cnja~te£!? 

1. 5treuc im ~tbiidjen; 2. ungefiitlite Ereoe au @ott; 
3. ernf±e .\'Jcqen50uBe. 

L 

~. 10-12 fcfJIiej3t lidj eng an ben bOttgen ~ofdjni±t nn; barum 
btl5 ,,@eringftc" = irbifdje5 @ut.~roer 1)ier rebet bet SJ@rr nidjt ba~ 
bon, baB roir unfete itbifdjen @iiter roei5Iidj georaudjcn loIIen, fonbern 
et ma1)nt sUt: 5tteue. 

But redjten 5tteuc geljiirt 1. bie @denntni£i, bat luit nut SJau;:;~ 
ljaUet finb; 2. bie @denntng, baB ba§ ~rbifclje nut "ba£i @eringfte" 
ift; 3. bie @rknntn15, baf3 bennodj bie ~rt linD ~eif e, tuie wir bas 
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'Jtbifd]e georaud]en, iilJeraus tuidJtig unb folgenfdJluer ift, dne llSrooe 
unfers ~griftcntums. m5er im ~rbifdJen nidJt trcu ift, bem tuirb @ott 
audJ "bas m5afjrgaftige u, bie gimmLifd]en @iiter, nid]t anberirauen. 

2. 
18.14. GEin @eioiger ift ein ®i.i~enbiener, GEplj. 5, 5. IDean fann 

aber nid]t ®ott unb einem ®i.i~en au gIeidJer Beit bienen, 18.13. IDean 
fann bas 4:>eril nidJt teilen iltuifdJen ®o±t unb IDcammon ober ®oit unb 
bet m5eIt ober @o±t unb @efd]iift ober 18ergniigen ober gar ciner meb~ 
HngS3fiinbe. IDean fann audJ nidJt feine Beit atuifd]en ®ott uub cinem 
®oi,?en teiIen, am ~onn±ag @ott unb in ber m50cljc einem ®o~en bienen. 
@ott tuiII l:laS3 ganae ~er3, IDcattg. 22, 37. m5er biefen ~oppelbienft ber~ 
fud]t, leibet ~d)ifflJrudJ; bg1. ~ubas, 'lluanias unb ~apgira. 9lfrcfblicf 
aUfs llcrgangenc'Jaljr. m5aS3 follen tuir tun ~ 

3. 
18. 15. 180n ~catur finb tuir \jSfjarifiier, unb bar IDeenfdJcll mogen 

tuir beftegen {onnen, aber nidjt bar bem ~erilenS3ridJter. ~ie llSljarifiier 
gatten feine GEnifdJulbigung; fie ljatten baS3 fIare m5ot± ®ottes, m. 16, 
bas iljnen bettles, ifjre ~iinbe unb ®otteS3 ®nabe, borljielt. UngeailljIte 
moHS3maffen naljmcn bicS3 m50rt ®o±teS3 audJ an, ramen burcljS3 ®efei,? 
unb GEbangeIi.ull1 aur ~uf3e unb aum ®Iauben. ~aS3 m50rt ®otteS3 fteljt 
ljeute nodJ unberiinbert, 18.17, ljiilt unS3 ljeuie noclj unfere ~iinbe bor, 
aud] bie 6iinben bcS3 bergangenen ~agrcS3, unfere Untrcue unb unfcrn 
®i.i~enbien1±' unb forbert unS3 auf, ernftIidJ ~uf3e all tun; aeigt uns bas 
liebenbe lBaterljeril ®oitcS3 unb lilM unS3 cin, um beS3 .\)eiIanM ruiIIen oei 
iIjm 18ergclJUng ilU fUdjen. 60 fonnen audj unfere ~frnben be':; ber~ 

gangenen ~aljreS3 abgetuafd]en ruerben, unb ruit fonnen getroft baS3 aHe 
~aljr fdjIief3en unb ein neues ~afjr bet ®nabe oeginnen. ;it. 4:>. 

~i~p(lfithJUeu iiber bie «ltfirdjIidje ~ptftdrei~e. 

(,frfter Sonntag im ~bill .. t. 
~jjm. 13, 11-14. 

'llbbent':;aeit ift feIige iYreubenaeit, bie bon bem ~jjdJften unb &jett~ 
Iidjf±en rebet, bas menf d]ellljeraen lJetuegen fann: bon ber GErIOfung, bon 
ber GEinfeljr beS3 ~eiIanbeS3 in unfere &jer3en, bOll eruigem &jcH, bon un~ 
aufljorIidjer 6eIigfeit. 2fbbenti3ileit ift 3ugleiclj ernfte Beit, bie unS3 
maljnt, un1 ere ~erilen oU offnen, Dmnit bie erfie .3ufunft ~fjrifti nid]i 
bergebIid], bie 3tueite uns nidJ± erf dJrecflidJ f ei. Unf er ;ite!:t ift ein xedJter 
'llbbenti3te!:t. m5ir ljoren ba gleicljfam 'llbbenti3gloCEen mit iljrem freu~ 
bigen unb i.\ugleidJ ernftcl1 SHang. ~ie ~auptgrocfe fiinbet uns mit 
eljernem IDlunbe bie ~iiljc unfers ~eiIS3, ben 'llnbrudJ beS3 groBen, ferigen 
;itageS3, ber feine ~adjt meljr fennt. ~ie beiben ~'ebengrocfen bereinigen 
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ifjte 6timmen mit bem bollen Ston bet ~aUj:ltglocre au einem fjatmoni< 
fdjen SHang unb fotbetn uns in ~rtoetradjt bet Wal)e biefes Stages auf, 
aUe iJinftetnis aoauftteifen unb aIs ~inbet bes 2idjt0 au luanbeIn. ~h: 
luollen bie motfdjaft nafjet oetradj±en. 

;tiie ~adjt ift bergangen, ber ~ag aller nalje ljedicigefommen! 
stlarum 

1. Iatt uns aolegen bie ~erfe bet lJinfternis; 
2. r a 13 tun san reg en b i e ~ a ff e n b e s 2 i dj ts. 

1. 
mOtoemedung. stlet 2rj:loftcf fdjIiet± lidj mit in bie mal)nung ein. 

SDas foIl ber ~rebiget audj fun, erf± oei fidj f cloft CSinfel)t l)aIten unb 
allen 6iinbenluuft ausfegen. stlann iDitb er audj ben tedjten Ston ±t:effen 
in ber ~rebigt an feine @emeinbe. 

SDer 2rpof±eI tebet m. 11. 12 bon Wadjt, iJinf±ernis, 6djlaf. mit 
Wadjt ift bet llnglauoe, bic @oitentfrembung ber ~ert, oefdjrieoen, in 
ber IDit Ieoen unb bie oeftel)en luirb Oi0 ans CSnbe bet Stage. SDie ~er± 
miII nidji0 luiflen bon @ott, bem llrquell bes 53idj±s, nodj bon Q:l)rifto, 
bem einigen 2idjte ber ~eH, ~ol). 1, 5; 3,19.20. mit 6djlaf mein± 
bet ~pofter geifHidjen 6djfaf, ben geifHidjen Stob. mon bem finb bie 
Q:l)riften aUfetluecft, CSpl). 2, 5. 6. @3ofange fie in ber ~eIt leoen, ift 
aber @efal)r botl)anben, bat fie in biefen @:ldjlaf autiicffallen unD bamit 
mieber in bie geiftHdje iJinfterniS geraten. SDarum l)ei13t es fidj aUf< 
madjen unb tagIidj bon @:liinben aUfltel)en unb aolegen bie ~etfe ber 
lJinf±ernis.})as finb foldje ~ede, bie bas 2ia)i fdjeuen, bic nidjt in 
@oft, ber ba ift bas lual)rc 2idj±, gcfdje1)en, fonbern ber iJinfternis bes 
Unglauoens unb ber @ot±esfeinbfdjaft entfpringen unb in bie ~adjt bet 
merbammnis ftiir3en. ~Is foldje ~etfe nennt ber 2Tpoftel m. 13. 
lJreffen unb @:laufen, ®enu\3fudjt. ~iebteI @eIb tutrb audj bon Q:~rif±en 
fiir 6ii13igfciten ltnb bie ~reuben ber ;;tafe! berfdjtl1enbet, bas eigentlidj 
@ott gel)ort unb burdj meIdjes vier Ieioridjcs unb geiftIidjei$ CSlenb ge< 
Hnbert luerben lonnte I ~ammern unb Uniludjt, ~Uterei unb aIIerIei 
Unreinigfei±, unfeu) dje @eoiitben, uniliidjtige @3pieIe, roertiifJIidje Stanile, 
ba.0 l)eutige ::Lqeaterluefen. ~ie bide (}';l)riften ltcHen fidj IJierin ber 
!meIt gleidj, aIs ,outten lie nidjt§ bon ben lual)ren \Sreuben be!) (I1)riften< 
tums I &)abet unb ~(eib, lute ludt betoteite± in bet ~eIt, unb lute 
mandje djriftIidje @cmcinbe, lute mandjcs djriftIidje &)ehn ift baburdj 
acrriittet morbcn I SDas Jinb ~ede, bie aus bet iJinfternitl liammen, 
Unl)eiI unb ::Lrtiofal anridjicn unbin bic lJinfternis fiil)ren. SDa girt 
geiuitJ: lEo 11. 12. ~ol)I follen luit be0 2eiocs marien, lEo 14, aber alfo, 
ba13 cr nidjt geiI luerbc, fonbern iI~n mit feinen 2iif±en unb megierben 
im Baum qaIten. ~as fofte± Sl!ampf. stlodj biefer Sl!ampf mitb nidjt 
eroig bauern. ~ie ~er± 1)at am Iangf±cn geftanben. SDie Beit ber 9Cadjt 
ift balb boroei. stier ;;tag romlllt, ba aufgetan luitb bie neue C2:rbe, aUf 
ber ®eredj±igfeit luol)nt. @:loIIte UU0 biefer ;;tag antreffen in ~erfen 
ber iJinfternis? 2uf. 21, 34. 85; 2 Stl)eff. 1, 8. 9. ~aruin Ieget ao uflu. 
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2. 
:Bamit iit" £; abet nod) nidjt getan. ~HeImefjt girt e£; nun anlegen 

bie lillaffen be£; .l3idjHl unb eijroadidj roanbeln als am :itage. @ldjon auf 
@tben foIl unfet: \Bef±teben fein, 10 3U roanbeln, roie roir einft am :itage 
Des boUenbeten SjeiIs roanDeln ioet:Den in feIiget: Unfdjulb unb @e~ 
redjtigfeit. :Ba£; roitb uns in bet lillcH bet: \Sinfternis nie geIingen. 
~oet: tiigfidj JoUen roit: (Iijtiftum, bai3 Bidjt bet jill eIt , anilieijen. inidjt 
nut: im @Iauoen feines metbienftes uns ±tolten, fonbern aud) feinem 
\Beifviel nadjfolgen, 1 Z5oij. 2, 6; 3, 3. oman 1djiIbete je nadj \Bebiitfnii3 
bet @emeinbe (Iqtiftum aIi3 \BeifvieI aller :itugenben.) 

:Bas roitb Sfampf fojten, roie ja audj ber 2fvof±cf bon jillaffen bei3 
Bidjti3 rebet. 2fbet: eoen bicfe lillaffcn bei3 Bidjti3, bie roit antun, er~ 

mogIidjen uni3 ben @lieg. mon (Ifjrifto fliett @etedjtigfeit unb @ltiide in 
Sjet3. 9Jlut unb @linn. Unb gerube ber 2hti3ofid auf ben naqenben 
::5iingften ;,tag crmutigt uni3 Bum (sifer in ber ,\)ciligung. Unfet Sjeil 
ift niiqet, bcn11 aIi3 roir Built @Iauocn !amen. :Bai3 Sjauvtfjinbcrnii3 ift 
ijinroeggenommen, bet Unglauoe. 9cun tnatten roit nut aUf bie mou~ 
enbung unfeti3 Sjeir;3, bai3 uni3 (Iijtiftlti3 errootben qat, 1 Sfor. 1, 7; 
:itH. 2, 13. 

inodjmaIige fjcrilIidje (Stmafjnung im Sjin6fid auf bic 9iiiije bei3 
Z5iingften :itag ei3 , m. 12 ilU llefolgen. :it. R 
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The Spring and Pool of Bethesda. 
It has been known for a number of years that some of the springs 

In and near the city of Jerusalem are intermittent. Concerning the spring 
which fed the pool of Bethesda this discovery was made by German arche­
ologists several decades ago. In Dr. G. J. Duncan's latest book The Ac­
(yumcy of the Old Testament the following account is given: "In the bot­
tom of the Kidron Valley ... is the spring known as the Virgin's Fountain. 
In Old Testament times it was known as Gihon, and in Christ's time it 
was known as the Pool of Bethesda. ... It is an intermittent spring, and 
it is understood to be feel hom a natnral cistern in the rock some con­
siderable height above it. Into this cistern the collected rain finds its way. 
By the by, the water, compressed into a space too small for it, forces an 
exit for itself by a sort of siphon in the softest part of the rock. "When 
the water in the cistern rises high enough to run over the bend of the 
siphon exit, the whole cistern empties itself into the natural cavity of the 
Virgin's Fountain, filling it to a depth of ten to twelve feet above its nor­
mal level, which is not more than three feet deep." (P. 115 f.) The New 
Standard Bible Dictionary offers a cut showing a cross-section of the hill 
with the cistern and the siphon. - Arc we to assume that this explanation 
militates against the Biblical account of the miraculous healings? Not 
at all. A few orthodox commentators have pointed out that similar healing 
powers are connected with intermittent springs in noted watering-places, 


