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784 Miscellanea 

Miscellanea 

:!lie Sdjlllijllfjre bet S:ubeu aUt Edt ~fjrifti 1) 

jUorliemetfungBtueife ift erft bon bet djtiftIidjen <Rra au fagen, nadj ber 
tuir je:(3± aiiqIen. @Sie ift bon SDionlJfiu~ @\I;iguu~ im erften jUiedd beB 
6. ~aqtqunbedB im Wuftrag beB ~a1JfteB angefertigt unb 525 AD. appro< 
bied tuorben.2 ) 3u bet 3cit tuurbe nadj bet biofietianifdjen <Rra gcaiiqrt 
(feU 284 A. D.). IDlan luorr±e inbe.s ben 9lamen biefe~ graufamen \rqrif±en< 
berfolgerB nidjt immer im .IDlunbe fUqren; barum beranlatte ber ~apft 
SDionl:)fiu.s, bat cine <Rra au~geredjnet tuerbe, bie mit ber IDlenfdjtuerbung 
\rqriiti begonne. WI.s ilinb feiner Beit qiert SDionlJfiu.s an ber :irrabition 
feft, tuonadj ber Sj\§rr ~~fu~ jUft bteitig ~aqre art tuar, a15 er gerreuaigt 
tuUtbe. Wnber~ af.s burdj Buriictredjnung burdj bie ~aqrqunbede tonnte 
SDiont)fiu~ feiner Wufgabe nidjt geredjt tuerben. ~r ertuieB fidj bafUr aI.s 
quaIifiaier±. Wn ben @5djaItjaqren feiner Beit qatte er einen WnqaIt.spunft. 
tserner tuuj3te er au~ feinen Ouenen, bat Wle/:anber @Sebetll~ feU bern 
@Sdjartjaqr 224 WUeinqerrfdjer tuar; bar. bie Wnmerfung ®inael~ au ber 
1551 aufgefunbenen @Statue be~ Sji1JpollJtuB: "SDie :irafel aUf ber erften 
@Seite qat bie ~nfdjrift: ,~m erften ~aqr be.s @5elbftqerrfdjerB \lHc/:. @Seberu~ 
traf bie luna XIV [~affaqfeftJ aUf Me ~bu~ beB W1JriI' (= 13. nprH), einen 
@Sam.stag nadj bern @Scijartmona±", affo in einem @Sdjartjaqr. SDie aUen 
\Eiidjer lieaeug±en, bat \rqriftuB im 15. ~aqr be.s :iriberiu~ i m St' 0 n fur a r < 
i a q r be r Gemini gefrcuaigt luorben tuar.3) 

Wudj luar SDionlJiiuB mit bem 28jiiqrigen @SonnenalJfIu.s (@SonntagBbudj< 
ftabenalJfIu0) liefannt, ber un±er nuguftu.s aufgefommen tuar. 4 ) SDaB 240. 
~aqr ber bionetianifdjen \tlta lum ba~ 28. beB betr. BlJfeI.s, unb ber @Sonw 
±ag;5lillCf)fta[Je tuar A jljon ba an redjnete SDionlJfiu~ aUftuiir±$ unb fanb, bat 
ba~ 15. ~alJr be~ :iriberiu.s, ba.s ~onfurarjaljr ber Gemini, aUf ba.s 494. ~aljr 
borqer fiel, luofUr er 30 aUf feine mite fe:(3te unb bon ba lii.s aum 240. bio~ 
Hetianifdjen :;Saqr 523 aiiljrte. SDa er breitig ~aljre fUr ba.s IDIenfdjenlehen 
~(ffu anl1aqm, fiel iqrn \rqrifti ®eliur± in ba~ ~aljr b 0 r feinem ~aqr 1 
ber djriftIidjen <Rra. 9ladj romifdjer medjnung tuar 30 AD. = 782 a. u. c. 
([eU morn~ ~rbauung). SDa.s ~aljr bor ber djriftlidjen \trra tuar bement~ 
fpredjenb = 752 a. u. c. Wher SDionlJfiu.s qieH bie.s ~aljr fUr = 754 a. u. c.5) 
jljon iljm finb benl1 flir bie ~aqre 753 unb 754 a. u. C. bier fiatt nur atuei 
~aqre lJeredjnet, bai3 lieitt, fie finb b01J1Jert geaiil)It; benn 753 a. u. c. ift = 
1 AD., unb 754 a.u.c.=2 AD. 

~m 17. ;;'<aljrljunbert etfann±e ber \rljronolog ~etab (1583-1652) bie 
bionl)fiani r clje ~'lrn a1.0 feqlerqaf± unb fudj±e fie auredjtsuftenen, inbem er bas 

1) ::Diefet mtti!eI hlurbe bon bern geel)tten metfaffet auf eine @inlabung ber Vte< 
baftion ljin gefdJtieoen. 2!us 9'Jlangel an Seit fonnten wit nidJt aIle ::Datcn unb Qle3ug< 
nagmen nadJptufen. --- m n m. b. Vt e b. 

2) mgI. Catholic Encyl.,B'ehl Vod, 1913, V, 229. 
3) mgt. )teriuIIian, Adv. Iud., 8, Iulianus AtTic., liei S)ietonqmus, In Dan. 9. 

2afiana, Inst., IV, 10. 
4) mgt. 'lSaull)s<llllijjohla, Vtealenal:)rIopiibie, <Stuttgart, 1896, VII, 2547-2579. 
5) mgI. Internationat Encyt., lnew Vorl, 1905, IV, 718. S)el:)fes \3'tembhlilrtetliudj. 

<S. ::Dionl:)f. Ungat tn !;jwan MulIet, S)anbo. b. n. mItettums, I, 4, 778. 
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~a~r 754 a. u. c. ftridj unb an fetne 6±eUe 1 A. D. feJJte. 6 ) j{3etav verfdjob, 
um in f e i n e ilra bie~ eine ~ar)r ~ineinouliringen, bie ganae ~a~renrei~e 
223 A. D.~43 b. ~~r. um ein ~a~r ~inauf unll nef3 bemnadj SJeTiogabalu0 
222 A. D. unb ~iifar 44 V. ~~r. ermorbet fein. 2wifdjen SJenogabalu~' @r" 
morbung unb ber 0:llein~errf djaft beB ~ne;t;anber 6everuB fdjob j{3e±av awei 
ftatt nur einem ~a~r ~nterregnum unb Hej3 iilier~auj.Jt 6everUB feU 222 A. D. 
regieren (fo in uniern 9ladjfdjlageliiidjern). ~nlle~ fii~rte feU SJeIiogabalu~' 
~ob IDeamiia, beB 6eberuB lI)ht±±er, bie ,I)errfdjaft fUr i~ren 60~n 0:Ie;t;anber, 
ba er erft breiae~niii~rig loar. ~nB er in bem ~a~r vierile~n ~a~re art 
wurbe, ver~eiratete i~n f cine ~JCuttcr unb iiliergab i~m banadj baB megi" 
ment.7 ) 6eberu0 regiede l.1on 224 lii~ 235; benn er wurbe "im 26. ~a~r 
feine0 2eben0" famt fetner IDeu±±er ermorbet, alfo 235 A. D.8) ~iifar abet 
lnurbe, nadjbem er 45 v. ~r., 709 a. u. c., ben Sl'alenber reformiert ~atte, 
am 15. lIJCiira erft im britten ~a~r banadj, alio 43 v. ~~r., 711 a. u. c., n i dj:t 
44 b. ~~r., 710 a. u. c., ermorbet. j{3etav~ j8erbefferung ber bion~fianifdjen 
ilra ~a± nur stonfufion angerid)tet; er ~at a. m. ba~ ~a~r ber Gemini-Sl'on" 
fuln in 29 A. D. unb ~~rifti Sl'reuoigung bennodj in0 ~a~r 30 A. D. ein" 
georbnet. 

9lad) j{3etav~ )!Betfe aii~Ien nun aber ~eutautage alle miidjer bie bor" 
djriftIidjen unb djriftIidjen ~a~re. )!Bollen wir inbc0 iiber bie 6djaItia~re 
ber ~uben au ~~rifti Beit gelnif3 lnerben, io muf3 ber tre~rer j{3etav~ wie audj 
ber be~ ~ion~fiu0 aurectjtgeiterrt werben. ~a nun alier bie ~a~re b. ~~r. 
nadj j{3etav~ 6tu georbnet finb, 5. lB. me megierung be0 0:rta~er;t;e0 20ngi" 
manU0 fUr 465~425 b. ~~r. feftgefc~t ift ufw., fo emj.Jfie~rt e~ fidj, bie bor" 
djriftIidje 2ii~rung bei5ube~arten, ba0 ~a~r 753 a. u. c. iebodj a10 nur ein~ 
in ber ~a~renrei~e au ie~en, eB aber fo 5U teUen: von ~anuar bi~ ®eIJ" 
tember = 1 v. ~~r., ul1b, ba ~~tif±uB einfi im (mober geboren wurbe, von 
()ftolier bi~ ~eoembcr = 1 A. D. au beaeidjnen. ~ie ~a~renrei~e fie~t bann 
fo aU0: 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 (b. u. n. ~~r.), 2 A. D., 3, 4, 5 ufw. ~iefe Sl'orreftur 
madjt nidjt allou viele j8erliefferungen notwenbig. trreiIidj, ~iifar~ 5tob ift 
in 43 b. ~~r., 711 a. u. c., unll ba~ 5tobe~ia~r be~ 0:UgUftU0, 767 a. u. c., ift 
aI0 15 A. D. e1nouorbnen. ~ann blew± 30 A. D., 782 a. u. c., ba0 ~a~r bet 
Gemini-~onfurn. trreiIidj ift gar mandje ~a~re0aa~I feit 44 b. ~~r. biS 223 
A. D. 5u iinbern; e0 finb B. m. aUe ~a~re ber romifdjen Sl'aifer biS SJeIioga~ 
bafu0 um ein;sa~r ~o~er au feJJen; 5. m. fiarb ~weriu~ 38 A. D., ~erufafem 
wurbe 71 A. D., nidj± 70, aerftort. 0:ber ba~ bringt audj midjtigfeit in bie 
~~tonofogie. 

~iiiar fU~r±e mit bem 1. ~anuar 45 v. ~~r., 709 a. u. c., feinen refor" 
mierten Sl'afenber ein mit ber meftimmung, aUe bier ~a~re au fdjaIten. 
6eine j{3riefter auer, bie j8erwarter be0 ~arenberwefen~, verf±unben ieine 
0:norbnung nidjt unb fdjaIte±en aUe brei ~a~re, alfo fdjon 43 b. ~~r., 711 
a. u. c., bunn 40, 714 a. u. c.,9) 37,34 uiw. bi~ 10 b. ~~r., 744 a. u. c., 12maL 
Unlet 0:uguftu~ lnurbe ber tre~rer entbecH unb fett 10 b. ~~r. bamU for" 

6) i/lgL D. Petavii Rationarium TempoTum, Franequerae 1694, P. II, L. IV, 
p.193 sqq. 

7) i/lgL ~aul~!'HmijjDhJa, u. u. ,0., II,2529. 

8) i/lgI. iBidotinu£l, Epit., c.24. 

9) QlgL .\1:. lJ. ®tnael, "S)anbliuc!j bet @:!jtouologie" (nad) \!lto @:afftuil), II, 237. 
245, mum. 2. 

50 
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rigieri, bal3 in ben niicl;iften amolf ~aljren bie 6cljaltung unierbIieb unb erft 
760 a. u. c., 8 A. D., juIianifclj mieber gefcljartet murbe.10J 

6eit 9 b. Gfljr., 745 a. u. c., gaIt nun aucl;i cin reformierter jilbifcljer 
Stalenber. miiJljer, biclieicljt fcljon filr bie Beit f eit ~nfang ber !melt, Ijatten 
bie ~uben, mie au§ ben aftronomifcljen memermngen im muclj ~enoclj c. 72 ff. 
Ijcrborgeljt, in ber )Bibel einen 84jiiljrigen Bt)fIu§ gefilljrt, befteqenb au§ 
7X12 ~aljren. SDic amorf ~ar)re umfal3ten bier fIeinere Bt)fIen bon je brei 
;:Sat)rcn (amet Wconbjaljren unb einem 6cljaItjaljr).11) SDie monbjaljrc, ab~ 
tuecljfelnb mit feclj§ ~Rona±en bon je breil3ig unb mit feclj§ monaten mit je 
neununbamanilig )tagen, Ijatten 354 )tage. ~m 6cljaItjaljr murbe gegen 
ba§ f5rilljjaljr ljin ljinter bem IeJ3ien mona±, ~rbar, rin monat (meabar = unb 
noclj 1 ~bar) mit 34 6cljaIttagen gefilgt = 388 Stage. ~man benle ljiet an 
SDan. 12, 7, too 3% Beiten (;'5aljtc) genannt finb. BiiljIt man 2X354 = 
708 + 388 aufammen, fo etgibt ba§ 1,196 )tage. SDan. 12, 11 merben biefe 
3% Beiten au 1,290 Stagen berrecljnet, ba ba§ toieber fiiIIig toerbenbe ljalbe 
6cljaItialjr (194 )tage) augeiliiljIt if±. ~n 84 ~aljren nef aber ber fUMf clje 
.Itafenber ber 60nnenaeit um [iclien )tage naclj (ba§ ljeil3t, er mar um fiebcn 
5tage fiinger). SDk ~uben Iie13cn baljer gcgcn 6cljlul3 beil 84jiiljrigen 2i)fIu§ 
in einent 6cljaftjaljr fieben Stage au§falien, unb Hir iYeftfalenber lifteb ba~ 
bei in f cljonfter ()rbnung. 

Gfiifaril Sfalenbetreform regte auelj bei ben ~uben SfafenlJetreform an. 
'illic bie bier @lJangefien aeigen, tom: um bie 3cit pljatifiiiicljer 6ali6at!J~ 

rlgori!Jntu§ ljoclJgdommen. linb ber erf±recHe ficlj logar auf iljre 2eit~ 

red)lmng: fie lDollten dnen ~ar)reiJat)ffUiJ, ber nur aU§ !mocljen 6eftanb, alfo 
mit bem 6abbat fcljloll. 6ie etreicljten bie§, inbem fie iljren Heinen brei~ 
iiiljrigen 2L)f1u§ (atoet 9'Ronbjaljre unb cin 6cljartjaljr) ilU einem filnfaeljn~ 
jiiljrigen 3t)nuil fo lJerbanben, bal3 fie im britten 6cl;iartjaljr, im neunten 
.;'5alj1' be§ 3t)f[u!J, 35 ftatt 34 Stage ljin3ufiigten.12J il/un bIteb a6et if)! 

~arenber gegeniilier ber 60nnenaeit noclj meljr aurilcf. 6ie orbnden baljer 
an, bat 6ereitiJ 2 A. D. unb bann naclj 45 ~aljren, alfo 46/47 A. D., ba§ ift, 
im britten 6cljartjaljr iljreiJ neuen 3t)ffuil, eine !moclje aU~ilufalien Ijabe, aIfo 
Dann nur 28 6cfjaHtage i3ugefiigt murbeu. 

':Die jillJifclJCl1 6cljaItiaI)re lJerliefen ieU 9 b. Gf~r., 745 a. u. c., bon 9Hfan 
ilu 9hfan fo: 7/G IJ. Gfljr. (747/48 a. u. c.),l3J 4/3 b. Gfljr. (750/51 a. u. c.), 

10) \EgI. Me 9. \!fuf[age bet Encyclopedia; Brita;nnica;, IV, 666 f. 
11) )Die 3roet 9Jlonbjaljte gtngen tm S)eliriitfc(ien unter bem ~Tuilbwcf schenataim; 

bgl. ~;en. 11, 10; 41, 1; 45, 6; 1 ®am. 13, 1; 2 @5am. 2, 10; 13, 23; 14, 28; .1 Shin. 
15, 23; 16, 8; 22, 52 (Z5er. 28, 3: ~rmo9 1, 1) un]) im meuen :1::cftament unter 'oem 
~tu!3brucf dietia,bgL \!fct. 24, 27; 28, 30. \Eon ben oroei :;5afjrcn \l.(et. 19, 10 luar bas 
3roeite ein @5d)aItial)r ultb batum ljier ber \l.(usbwce ete dyo. 

12) )Diefen ~afenber iditieli id) bor etroa bier,ig :;5afjten auil einem englifd)en muclj 
ali, untetIie\i aoer feiber, ben \Eetfaffer, %ite[ ufro. an3umetlen. )Dod) bie ®ac(ie fttmmt. 

13) ;jm 9Jlonbjaljr 6/5 b. "Qr., 748/49 a. u. C., routbe gemiit alten £liturgien @:ljti, 
[tU9 im :Dftooer gelioren; bgl.~. \\'. @lin3ef, a. a. 0., III,198. )Die \!fnnaljme, bat ,,!)t!, 
flu~ 7 b. "ljr. gelioren rei, liewlJt aUf bet irtigen 'Doraus[etung, bali bot .1 A. D. 754 
0aljre [eit moms (!'rliauung olt [ellen [eien. linD [0 i[t auclj S)erobes nid)t 4 b. (fI)l'., 
[onbern 75.1 a. u. c .. 3 b. "ljt .. im 9Jliir3 ge[totlien. :;jo[e)fljus l11ad)t nut fjier in [einen 
!l3iicljcm etnmal auf eine @le[ttrns~ (DJ/onb')\\,infterniil aufmer!fam, unb bie roar am 
12.9Jliit3 3 b. @:l)t. )Das qlajjaf)feft fief in bie[ent ;jal)t auf ben 22. &)Jttl. @5omit bet' 
lilteli geuug Beit fUt hie fid) iilietftiir3enben, roed)fefbolren @teignijfe am l.lelienilenbe beg 
S)etobeil lits ~in aUnt qlafjaljfe[t. S)etobes regiede feit bem j3et[illjnungsfeft 36, nic(it 
37 b. ~l)t., nad) jiibifcljet BMfroetfe 34 ;jaljre. :>lte :;:Suben red)neten ben 3eitraum, 
menn einet bvt bent 1. \fCi[an fivel' fie .s;>ett[c(ier rouroe, Itnb roenn es nod} fo fur"e Beit 
It1ar, aEl er[tes :;jllfjr [eines megimenlS, iliifjlten allo bom fommenDen 1. \fitian all liercit§ 
rein 3roeites megienrngsjaljt; bgL Dr. "ljt. Sf. bon .s;.ofmann, H~ie !;>eHtge edJrift 
Blenen %eftal11ent0 H. 9'/o1:brtngen, 1883, X, 47. !1leirefFs bet: @5djladjt oei \!ffttUl11 [djreiot 
;jvfepljus, Ant., XV, 5.2, bali fie tm 7. ;jaf)r bei! S)etobeil gefdjlagen rourbe, affo am 
2. @;eptemtier 30, nic(it 31 b. "~t., 724 a. u. c. 
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1/2 A. D. (753/54 a. u. c.), 4/5 A. D. (756/57 a. u. c.), 7/8 A. D. (759/60 
a. u. c.) 14) jffiii~tenb bet 2e~rtiitigfei± ,<;5<Efu tvat 28/29 6djaI±ja~t, aUt :Bd± 
bes jffiidens llSauIi tvat 3. m. 58/59 ein 6djaltja~t. ~ifan 59 vi£; 9Hfan 61 
luaten IDConbja~te, 11lii~renb beten llSauIus in Cl:iifatea gefangenge'f)alten 
tvurk lUg!. ben WusbtuC£ dietia, %ret. 24, 27, bet 'f)ier tvie audj Slap. 28, 30 
tvo~I ein IDConbja~tviennium veaeidjnet. <Etft im 60mmet be£; jiihifdjen 
6djalijaljtes 61/62 fam \Jeftus nadj ,<;5uMa, unb bet fanMe llSauru~ im 
6vii±fommet gefangen nadj ~om, tvo er im niidjf±en \JtiifJialjr anfam unb 
bann tvii~tenb atveiet IDConbja~te, 9Hfan 62 lii~ ~ifan 64, in ~om gefangen 
[a13 llnb bodj unge'f)inbed ba£; <EbangeHutn prebigte, %ret. 28, 30. 31. ,<;5m 
jiibifdjen IDConbja~t 68/69 tvutbe llSaufus in ~om ent~auvtet, nacf)betn er 
35 ~a'f)re fang, affo felt S;)ervft 33 A. D. (%ret. 9, 20) vis 68 A. D., bas Q;ban~ 
gefium geptebigt ~atte15) 

~ie 6djartja'f)reinridjtung unter ben ~uben unb bie infolgebeffen in ber 
~3ivel ofters tviebedeljtenben tedjnifdjen .3eitangalien: brei ~aljte, atvei 
~a~te, gfeidjen fidjeten \Jii~tern burdj bie Cl:~tonologie bet miver. Wudj in 
i~ten :Beitangaven i ft hie miver ®otte£; jffiort. <E~ fpiegern fidj batin ~ifto~ 
rifdje 5tatfadjen tvibet. 

Wudj 6avvatjaI)re veovadjteten ja bie :;'luben. Wu£; ,<;5ofep'f)u£;, ,,~iib. 

Slrieg", V, 10. 3, ge'f)t ~etbot, baB im ~aljte ber :Betftiitung ~etufaIem£; ein 
6avbatia~t au <Enbe ging. Wadj llSetab~ 3iiljIung (.3etftotung ~erufafem~: 
70 A. D.) tviire 42 ,<;5aljre bOt~er, 27/28 A. D., audj ein 6abvatia~t getvefen. 
~et S;)<Err ,<;5<Efus fagt avet im 6piit~ervf± be~ etften ,<;5aljre£; feinet 2eljr~ 
tiitigfei± (feit (lftern 27 A. D.) au feinen ,<;5iingern ,<;50~. 4, 35: ,,6agt i~t 
nidj± feIDft: <E~ finb nodj biet IDConate, fo lommt bie <Ernte ~" ~as ift nidjt 
ar~ fpridjtviirtIidje ffiebe au faffen, fonbern veridjtet ~iftorifdj 5tatfiidjIidje£;. 
';Stn \Jrii~ja~t 28 A. D. ftanb benn bie <Ernte vebot, tva~ ja im 6abvatia~t 
nidjt ber \Jail tvar. 60mit fier etft 28/29 ein @labliatja'f)r ein, in tveId)em 
fidj batum fo gro13e lUoHsfjelUfen unb fo oft um ben S;)<Errn fammeIten. 
~ementfpredjenb tvat 70/71 A. D. @lavvaija~t unb 71 A. D. bas ~a~r ber 
3etftiitung ~etuf arem£;. 

~urdj )8eriiC£fidjtigung be£; fiinfae~njii~rigen ~alenber£; aur .3eit Cl:~tifti 
biirfte un~ tvoljI audj %ru~funft gegeben tverben veireff£; be~ %ru~bruC££; 
"nftetfavbat", i3tveiterftet @labvat, 2u£' 6, 1. 2ufa~ ~atte auclj bieien ±edj~ 
nifcljen t1Iu£;btuC£ ber :;'luben edunbe±. IDCan tann burdj forgfiiI±ige 2ii'f)Iung 
3eigen, baB in ,<;5<Efu fecfjf±em unb adj±em ~a'f)t ber 15. ~ifan aUf IS rei ~ 
± a g fief.16 ) ~er jJljatiiiiifdje @lavvaiSrigoti£;mu£; betfdjov bann ben %r n ~ 
fang be£; \l3affaljfef±e~ aUf ben 16, Wifan, ~a£; ereigneie fidj aur :Beit 
Cl:ljtifti im ,<;5aljte 28 unb 30 A. D. ~et Wu~btuC£ "i3tveiterf±er 6avvat" tvill 
vefagen, ba13ber atveiterf±e be£; llSafialjfefte~ (16. ~ifan), tveiT et aUf ben 
6abvat ±raf, um be~ miifttag~ lumen bot bem 6abvat 3um erften llSaffa~tag 
(lcmacljt tvnrbe, obfd)on c£; bet 16. Wifan i1lat. ~ie llS'f)atifiier, bie ba111af5 
bic D6er~anb ~atten, berjcf)oben alfo ben ~lnfang be~ 51Saffa~fefte0 ltm eincn 

14) ~m 3h:Jeiten illlenbja!;r, 9 A. Do, liefucljte ber 5h:Jiilfjiiljtige ~@fu~fnalJe ba~ 
'l5ajfaljfeft. 

15) 'l1gL S)iplJOllltu~, Opp., I; Appendix, 31. @:lemens Womanus, Ad Corin
thios, I, 5. 

16) :met: 2uft unb 3eit liat, fd)teilie gemiifl unfern Nusfiiljrungen biefen iiibifcljen 
~alenbet mit iiibiicljen unb iuIianifcljen :vaten ins einilelne geljenb aus bon 9 b. @:ljl:. (bet: 
1. ~lfan liel auf @'jonnta!!, ben 6. Npt:il) liis 71 A. D., iilierfelje alier nicljt, bafl 6 b. trf)t., 
748 a. u. C., 2 b. [ljt., 752 a. u. C., unb 4 A. D., 756 a. u. c., juIianifclj n i cIj t gefcljaltet 
murDe, unb et witb aITes, tuie olien angegelien ift, lleft(itigt linben. 
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:tan. ~ic berfcljlucHen ~ier S~ameIe. ~om 16. ilCilan an berIiefen bann bie 
fieben jjSaffaljtane.l7l ::Der erfte Sf a r f r e it a n traf am 15. ilCifan 30 A. D. 
cin. ilCaclj 2aftana, ber @iraieljer ber faifedicljen jjSrinaen tuar unb aIlo 8u~ 
tritt au ben Wrcljiben be§l romifcljen Si'aiferljofe§l ~atte, tuar e§l luHanifclj ber 
10. W1JriI 30 A. D.18) ::Der mit luHanifcljen ::Daten lJerfeljenc fiinfaeljnjiiljrige 
jiibifclje ~alenber aur ,Beit (fljrifti aeigi flir biefen ~reiiag (ben 15. ilCifan 
30 A. D.) ben 10. W1JriI aI§l lurianifclje§ ::Datum. ~erner ±riff± au, bat 
avenM am 9. WV, luIianifclj am WlJenb be§l 10. Wuguft 71 A. D., ~euer an ben 
~em1Jer geregt tuurbe.19 ) 

~ort llliaqne,0nb. llli. ® eo r g i 

The Gutenberg Bible 

The civilized world will soon be celebrating the five-hundredth an
niversary of printing. Since the first great book produced by Guten
berg was the famous 42-line, or Nazarin, Bible, it might be worth while 
to pause a moment to view the making of this first printed Bible - not 
only the first printed, but also the greatest book of the world. 

Let us go right back to that momentous, world-shaking event, the 
birth of the medieval printing craft. "No acorn, no oak, and the idea 
that printing, Minerva-like, started up perfect from its birth, in the 
form of the Nazarin Bible or the Mayence Psalter, will not bear the test 
of criticism, although long current in typographical histories. The steam
engine, the gasometer, the railway, the telegraph, the telephone, and all 
the great discoveries of modern science had to pass through an imper
fect infancy and gradual development; why, then, imagine that the in
vention in the one instance of typography reached perfection by a sudden 
leap?" Thus argued William Blades years ago. And he was right. 

Four thousand years ago the Babylonians made prints, or impres
sions, from the engraved forms of seals. Even before the begimling of 
the Christian era the Chinese had a system of duplication that was later 
developed into printing. The words "seal" and "print" are designated 
by the same Chinese character. Buddhists and Taoists used seal im
pressions as charms. The Confucian Classics were engraved on stone 
by Ts'ai Yung as early as 175 A. D. From these stones, rubbings or 
squeezes were taken by scholars in order that these works might be 
preserved for coming generations. During the first half of the fifteenth 
century playing-cards, wood-block prints of saints, and the Biblia 
Pauperum were sold L.."l European markets. The Bibtia Pauperum, or 
Poor Man's Bible, was made of twenty to forty leaves, featuring pic-

17) .sum SteH nadj D. St~eo. 3a~n, ,,~ommentat ilum l:\ufailebangeIium", 3. \!Cufl., 
@>. 270, \!Cnm. 14. 

18) '!lgL Lucii C. F. Lactantii De Mortibus Persecutorum, ed. sec. ree.; Paulus 
Bauldri, TTajecti ad Rhenum, 1692, c. II, p.16, linb CONC. THEOL. MTHLY., IX (1938), 
@>. 526 f. 

19) !8etteffil DeS {\'alfeil beil Stempel!! biffetieten ~ofepljus unb bet Stalmub. ;:So, 
fepljus fcljrcilit, ,,~iihiicljet ~ticg", VI, 4. 5: ,,(lOB roat bet 10. \!Co [71 A. D.]. het %a(1, 
an luelcljem einft ber Stempel bom ~jjnige !8ao~IDnienil berorannt tDutbe." ~et Stalmub 
aoer ipticljt bom 9. mo. (lOin ;mibetfpruc!j liegt eigentliclj nidjt bOt. ~ofepl)UB fdjteiot 
bom m i e be to 0 ten II ell beil StempeIs, tDaljtenb bet Stalmub anileigt, bali am 9. \!CIl 
{\'euet an ben Stempel ge[egt tDutbe, unb i\roat au \!Cnfang beil 9. \!cIl, alio am botljet' 
geljenben \!Climb, aIS, roie aUB ~ofepljlts erljelft, StUus ficlj 3Ut macljtru~e auriicfgeilogen 
l)atte. ~ies roat bet Qloenb bes 10. \!Cllgllft, roelcfjes lulianifclje ~atllm Wujinllil ~inilll' 
fiigte, bet in bet 3roeiten .s;>alfte bes 4. ~alJtljltnhet±il hie gtiecfjiicfjen ;metre heil ~ofe):Jljll!3 
in!! l:\ateinifdje iilietfette. 
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torially excerpts from the Bible, particular events about the apostles, 
the Apocalypse, etc. 

What, then, was Gutenberg's great accomplishment? 
Let us go in imagination to a little room in the old city of Mainz, 

about the year 1450. Visualize here a man who had already spent 
more than a decade trying to perfect a secret art in the neighboring 
city of Strassburg. Habitually in debt, in the month of August of the 
same year he borrowed money from his kinsman Arnold Gelthus and 
from Hans Fust, a wealthy goldsmith in Mainz. Gutenberg was near the 
realization of his dream. After his many experiments, as seen in the dif
ferent type designs used in his masterpiece, he at last had created, in lead, 
the characters as perfect and beautiful as the best specimens the monas
tery art of the scribes had produced during the preceding six centuries. 

His great ideal, the first printed Bible, was in the making. From the 
hand-caster he removed letter after letter. Finally he had accomplished 
the amazing feat of making single characters in quantities, a possibility 
which had been discussed in ancient Greece by the great philosophers, 
such as Plato and Aristotle. They suggested that letters be baked of 
sugar and given to the children as aids in memorizing. 

So perfect was Gutenberg's invention that during the next four 
hundred years his method of type-casting remained almost unchanged. 

In setting the movable type into lines, the old master applied again 
the art of the medieval scribes. By comparing several different pages 
of his Bible, it is noticeable that the spacing between the words is per
fectly uniform and even, yet every line comes out to the full 'width of 
the entire column of 42 lines, with two columns on each page. In order 
to achieve this, about 250 different characters and combinations of 
characters were used. Many of the lower-case letters were cast in dif
ferent widths, and special abbreviation marks were used (simplified 
spelling a la 1450). Thus, following the style of the old original manu
scripts, Gutenberg created a masterpiece of typographic beauty and 
rhythm such as no man has ever again accomplished. 

Even though Gutenberg saw the consummation of his life's work, 
in 1452 he had to ask for a second loan of 800 gulden from Fust, who 
consequently became his partner, together with his son-in-law, Peter 
Schoeffer. In our mind's eye we see these three men printing the large, 
beautiful pages -1,282 in all- and compiling them in a book which was 
tremendous in both its immediate and potential consequences, not only 
for Gutenberg himself but for the whole human race. And even to this 
day these pages are as black and perfect in color as the day they were 
struck off the old wooden hand-press. 

That Gutenberg completed his work not later than 1455 can be 
gathered from the following inscription made by the rubricator and 
binder at the end of the two volumes now kept in the Bibliotheque 
Nationale in Paris: 

"First Volume. Here endeth the first part of the Old Testament of 
the Holy Bible, which was illuminated, rubricated, and bound by Henry 
Albech, or Cremer, on St. Bartholomew's Day (Aug. 24), in the year of 
our Lord 1456. Thanks be to God, Hallelujah! 

"Second Volume. This book was illuminated, bound, and perfected 
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by Henry Cremer, vicar of the Collegiate Church of St. Stephen in Mainz, 
on the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin (Aug. 15) in the 
year of our Lord 1456. Thanks be to God. Hallelujah!" 

Today records show that 45 copies of this great Bible are still in 
existence. Eleven copies are now in the United States. When Henri 
Stevens sent the second copy of the Gutenberg Bible to this country, 
at the time of dispatching the treasured volumes to the American col
lector, he wrote the following: "Pray, sir, ponder for a moment and ap
preciate the rarity and importance of this precious consignment from the 
Old World to the New. Not only is it the first Bible, but it is the first 
book ever printed. It was read in Europe half a century before America 
was discovered. Please suggest to your deputy that he uncover his head 
while in the presence of this great Book. Let no customs house official 
or other man in or out of authority see it without first reverently raising 
his hat. It is not possible for many men to touch, or even look upon, 
a page of a Gutenberg Bible." 

Should you ever visit the Congressional Library in Washington, D. C., 
do not fail to go up to the second floor and look at the Gutenberg Bible 
in the special case modeled after one in the famous Laurentian Library 
in Florence, designed by the great Michelangelo, a fitting place for one 
of the most perfect, if not the most perfect, copy of all extant Gutenberg 
Bibles. There, in the ancient Vulgate Latin, stands the first great mes
sage on the first page of the Bible, printed by Gutenberg: "And God 
said, 'Let there be light, and there was light.''' One of the most pro
foundly important events in the history of mankind was the first printing 
of this first page nearly five hundred years ago. Its truth remains forever. 

OTTO MAURICE FORKERT 
(The Laymen's Magazine of the Living Church) 

~a~ fjeiit ?tara()XEV~ 'TOV ?taa'xa ? ,JIufj.19, 14 
~affalj ljeifl± ljtet nid]± ba£l ()1tetfamm, fonbem bie ()f±em, IDte Eu±ljet 

ubetfei,lt ljat, ba£l ljeiflt, bie mit bet ()ftetlDod]e betbunbenen l/Raljlaeiten. 
mad] ::Deut. 16, 2. 3 unb 2 ~liton. 33, 22 tnuf3ten bie ,;s£ltaeliten fieben 5tage 
lang ungefiiuertc£l \.l3rot eWen. ::Da£i geljiirte au bem qlUYElV 1:0U Jtaax,u, ZSolj. 
18, 28. ::Die ganae fieben±iigige :Beit ljie13 1:0 Jtaax,u, bie ()ftcrn. ::Darum 
ljei13t EV 1:0 Jtaax,a, 18, 39, nid]t am 5tage, ba ba£l ()fterlamm gegef1 en lDurbe, 
10nbem in bet () ft e r ID 0 dj e obet in bet ()fteraeit. ::Diefe liegann nadj 
(§6' 12, 18 am Wlienb be£; 14. 5tage£l be£l l/Ronne§ Wbib unb lDiiljrie lii£l ilum 
Wlienb be£l 21. 5tage£l. 

II uQuaxEu~ "tou Jtaax,u, 19, 14, ljeifl± nid]t ber 5tag bet j80tbereirung 
mtf ba£l ~affaljr(Unm, feine 6d]Iad]rung ltnb feine j8eraeljrung, fOllbetn ba 
rrUQuaXEUYJ fonftant im meuen :tej±amen±, liei ZSof ej:Jljlt£l unb ben SHrd]en~ 
bii±em ben ~ag ber ~orbereitung ober ben ffiufttag auf ben 6aliliat ober 
@3am£ltag bebeu±e±, arfo nomen proprium filr O'reitag getuorben ift, fo mufl 
.rruQaa%EU~ 1:0U Jtaox,a. ber O'teitag in bet ()ftet~ obet jj3affaijlDod]e fein, bet 
O'reitag bot bem groBen lSaliliat in bet ()fterlDodje. 

::Den \.l3elDei5 fUr biefe \.l3eljauj:Jrung fielje l/Rattlj. 27, 62; l/Rad. 15,42; 
Euf. 23, 54; ZSoij. 19,31. j8gL aud] Wet. 12, 3. 4, tuo bie 5tage ber fUBen 
\.l3roie unb 1:0 rraax,a fUt eine unb biefeHie :Bcit fteljen. 

ffiacine, [\5i£l. ZS. 0'. \.l3 ii r g e r 


