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2.

Chriftus {elbyt Lehrt, um welde Gaben wir bitten follen, B. 9—13.
Cr zeigt das redjte BVerhaltnis zvifden geiftlichen und leiblichen Gittern,
basd fir o oft vergeffen. Wir macden jo leidht Nebenfaden zur Haupt-
jacge und pergeffen Matth. 6,33, (In aller Riirze zeige man den In-
halt einer feben Bitte.) AlB Rinder Gottes, die fid) gern vou ifhrem
Bater untertveifen laffen, nehuen iwir diefen Unterridht an und ridhlen
und in unjerm Gebet aud) in bezug auf die Gaben nad) bdiefem
Mufjtergebet.

Bitten fwir den Himmlifden BVater, daf er ung aud) in unferm
®ebetsleben unfere Gottestindjdaft immer lebenbiger zum Bemwupt-
fein bringe. .2

Miscellanea.

Is the Virgin Mary Worshiped?

In the Literary Digest of February 13, 1932, page 21, I read a short
article under the title “The Virgin Mary Not Worshiped.” To my surprise
I found that it was based on a pastoral letter written by Cardinal Hayes.

Any one who takes the trouble to consult any Roman dogmatic the-
ology under De Cultu Sanctorum will find three words, namely, latria,
hyperdulia, and dulia. In theory the Roman Church holds that the faith-
ful should worship God through the cult of latria, while they should wor-
ship the Virgin Mary through the cult of hyperdulia, and the saints
through the cult of dulie. Can Cardinal Hayes or even the Pope make in
practise a clear distinction between these three kinds of worship? We
know that the Roman Catholic people light candles and lamps before the
images of Mary and of the saints, that they kneel down and worship them.
This shows that the assertion of Cardinal Hayes is purely theoretical.

In practise, things are different. It appears that the cult which the
Romanists practise to worship Mary is equal to the cult that they direct
to God. The Roman Church encourages the recitation of the rosary, which
is a repetition of the same prayers to the Virgin Mary. Pope Bene-
diet XTITI, on April 13, 1726, granted indulgences to all faithful who would
recite the rosary. Pius VII, on Februnary 16, 1808, increased these in-
dulgences. Pius IX, on May 12, 1851, gave new emphasis to this practise
and granted more indulgences.

Urban II, in 1096, ordered that all faithful should pray to the Virgin
Mary every day, namely, in the morning and in the evening at the ringing
of the church-bell; Gregory IX, in 1221, added that this should be prac-
tised also at noon; and Louis XI, king of France, commanded, in obedience
to the Pope, that all French people should recite the Angelus three times
a day in honor of Mary. This practise was also enriched with many in-
dulgences. Benedict XIII granted them on September 14, 1724; Bene-
dict XIV did the same thing on April 20, 1742; Pius VII added more in-
dulgences on July 11, 1815; and finally Leo XIII, on April 20, 1884, sent
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out the decree Urbis et Orbis, promising more spiritual benefits to those
who regularly would repeat the Angelus.

Furthermore, in the second volume of Scavini’s Moral Theology, which
bears the imprimatur of the Vatican, page 156, we read of the Saturday
dedicated to the Virgin Mary and of a special Mass, known as De Beata,
to be read on that day.

It is unquestionable that in practise the Roman parishioner looks at
the Virgin Mary as the fourth Person in the Trinity.

Any one who is able to read the Italian and Latin hymnology dedicated
to the Virgin Mary will find out for himself that I am stating the truth.
Take, for instance, the litany of the Virgin Mary. There, among the forty-
six titles bestowed on her, we read: “Door of heaven, Tower of David,
Refuge of sinners, Star of the morning,” ete.

This, I believe, would be enough to convince any one that the Romanists
worship the Virgin Mary in the same manner as they worship God; but
we have ample material to prove that they consider the eult of the Virgin
Mary far superior to the cult of God.

St. Anselm, in his De Hece. Vir., wrote: “We obtain our salvation more
speedily by calling upon the name of Mary than upon the name of Jesus.”

St. Bernardine of Siena, in his Sermons (61, Vol.2), wrote: “Every-
thing, God included, is under the command of Mary.”

St. Peter Damian, in his Sermon 1, De Nat. Vir., addressing the Virgin
Mary, wrote: “Every power is given unto thee in heaven and in earth, and
nothing is impossible to thee, because thou canst save all who have lost
every hope for their salvation.”

St. Ignatius, in his Apud Celata, Part 10, wrote: “O Virgin, it is im-
possible that any sinner can be saved without thy help and favor.”

When Pius IX, December 8, 1854, wrote his Bull Ineffabilis Deus, he
sponsored the common opinion of the Roman Church, namely, that no
sinner could be saved without the help of the Virgin Mary, because he
declared anathema any one who did not believe in the immaculate con-
ception of Mary.

There is a legend which St. Alphonsus states as a historical fact. He
wrote that once upon a time there was a certain friar by the name of Leo
who had a vision. He saw two ladders, one of which was red and the other
white. They were set up upon the earth, and their tops reached to heaven.
Christ stood above the red ladder, and Mary stood above the white ladder.
At the foot of the ladders was a crowd of people trying to climb them.
Those who attempted to climb the red ladder were pushed down, while
those who climbed the white ladder were by Mary introduced into heaven.

The Roman Church as a whole encourages the worship of the Virgin
Mary. In so doing, it militates against the Word of Jesus, who said:
“Thou shalt worship the Lord, thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.”

And now a few words concerning the papal infallibility. The Literary
Digest, in the same short article, says: “It is true that the Roman Catholic
Church teaches that the Pope is spiritually supreme and that he is im-
fallible, but only in matters of faith and doctrine.”

I shall just quote a few Popes who rejected infallibility. Gregory the
Great, in his Dial., 1ib. V, cap. 4, wrote: “The Pope may err.” Nicholas V,



702 Miscellanea.

on January 10, 1452, sent a bull in which he confirmed the opinion of
Gregory the Great. Pope Adrian spoke more clearly. He wrote: “It is
certain that the Pope may err also in matters of faith because he may
assert in his decrees what might be heretical. Many Popes were heretics.”
Pape Damasus asked Jerome to explain a few passages of the Bible which
he could not understand. The Council of Basel declared itself superior to
the Pope, and Eugenius IV signed this decree. Pope Honorius was declared
a heretic by the Sixth Ecumenical Council.

If the Pope is so anxious to be united with all other Christians, he
should renounce the papal chair and denounce all the errors of his church,
and he should accept the canonical books of the Bible as the only source of
Christian faith. “Quod est in votis.”

Union City, N. J. A. BONGARZONE.

Nodymald Pary Bafer-Eddy.

Sm Frithjahr trafen in Umerifa bdie erften Cremplare eined neuen
Buded bon Stefan Biveig, betitelt ,Die Heilung durd) den Geift”, ein.
Qmt erften Teil Handelt der Yutor pon Mesmer und im lebten bon Sieg-
mund Freud. Dazwifden fteht fein Meifteriverf Mary VBafer-Eddy. €3
ift eigentlich mehr al3 eine bloBe Lebensbejdreibung; e3 ijt aud) eine piydo-
logijje Bergliederung ifhres Denfensd und Handelns, ihres CTinfluffesd itber
die Maffen.

Die Milminejdge Biographie Haben die Christian Scientists pom Erbd=
boden vertilgt; feine S[mquifition YHat je o todfidjer gearbeitet. Dasd
Datinfde Bud) wird jebt {hitematiid) erdroflelt; was werben fie tun mit
biefem Budh?

{iber Science and Health {reibt Stefan Biveig (©. 222): ,Gleid)zeitig
genial und abfurd in feinem wilben IMit-bem-Kopf-durd)-die-Wanbd-Wollen,
durdjaus ladjerlid) in feiner findlicgen [ogif und dod) perbliiffend burdy
bag Manijd=-Madjtige jeiner Cinlinigleit, Hat diefer Koder etvasd durdhaus
Mittelalterliches an fid), etfvasd bon der fanatifd religitfen Jmbrunft aller
theologijgen Aupenfeiter, twie Ugrippa bon Nettedheim und Jafob Bohure.
Daz Gdindlerifhe und dad Sdopferijde tvedfeln in foilden NRoffel-
jpriingen, bdie gegenjaBlidhften Cinfliiffe quirlen fwild durdjeinander, Sive-
denborgs aftrale Myitif iiberfreuzt i) mit banaler Populariviffenjdhaft aus
Behnpennybiidhern, neben einem DBibelivort fjlehen Ausidnitte aus Nemw
Yorfer Tageszeitungen, blendenbde Bilber neben den ladphafteften und fin-
difdhiten Behauptungen. Uber unleugbar, died Quirlen ift imuer Heifs, e3
glitht und zudt und Dbrodelt von geiftiger Paffioniertheit, e3 irft bie
munberfamiten Blajen, und fwenn man lange in bdiefen ftandig rotierenden,
fodgenden Glutfefjel Yineinftarri, beginnen einem bdie Uugen zu bremmen.
Man perliert den mniidjternen Berftand, glaubt {idh) in Fauftend Herentiihe
und meint, fwie er, Hunderttaufend Narren’ {prechen zu Horen. Diefes
freifende Chao3 {fiwingt aber ununterbrodfen um einen eingigen Punit,
tmmer und tmmer ivieder Hammert Mary Bafer-Eddy diefen ifren einen
und eingigen Gebanfen einem nd Hirn, bid man melhr betdubt alg ilber-
geugt fapituliert. Rein alg energifde Tat, als Reiftung einer bollig un-
belehrten, ungebilbeten, unlogifden Frau mup man e grohartig nenmen,
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foie fie mit Der Fieberpeit{che ihrer Befeffenfeit diefe eine abjurde Jdee
foie einen Sreifel immer und immer iviedber Yerumjagt und Sonne, Pond
und Sterne, dad gange Weltall wm biefe eine Jdee fvirbelt.”

Tiber die Wilburfdhe Biographie {dreibt er (&. 151): ,E3 gibt eine
offigielle Biographie, eine Hrdlid) approbierte, bon ber geiftliden Leitung
der Christian Science ¥anonifierte; mit einem eigenhandigen Handidhreiben
Hat Der ,pastor emeritus’, fat alfo fie felbjt, Mary Bater-Ehdy, dies ifhr
eigenes Rebengbild der glaubigen, der allzugliubigen, Gemeinde empfolhlen;
fo miifste, meinte man, diefe Biograplhie der PMis3 Sibyl Wilbur eine durd)-
aug redlide fein; in Wirklichfeit ift fie Der Cratypud einer bHyzantinijden
Sdyjonfarberei. Jn Ddiefer Biographie, die zur CErbauung und Bejtdarfung
ber bereitd Uiberzeugten von Sibyl Wilbur ,in der Yrt ded Marfuzevan-
geliums’ — id) gitierte wortli) — gejdrieben ift, erfdeint die Entdederin
per Christian Science it eimemt Heiligenidein und in rojenrotem Lidht
(darum fithre i) fie im Raufe diefer Studie immer nur furz ald die rofen-
rote Biographie an). Erfitllt von gbttlider Gnade, mit iiberirdifder Weis-
Yeit begabt, Sendbote Ded Himmeld auf Erben, Ausbund der Vollendung,
tritt Marh Vafer-Eddy mafellosd unferm univiirdigen BlE entgegen. Alles,
was jie tuf, ift fwoblgetan, alle Tugenden ded Gebetbud)d fverden auf fie
gehauft, ihr Charafter erglanst in den fieben NRegenbogenfarben giitig,
fraulid, drifilidhg=miitterlich, menfdenfreundlich, Defdeiden und milde; alle
thre Wiberfadjer dagegen offenbaren {id) ald ftumpfe, niedrige, neidifche,
laftecliche, verblendete Menfden. Kurzum, fein Engel ift {o rein. Trdanen-
feudht bad gerithrte uge, blidt die fromme Shitlerin zu dem durdjaus
auf Yeilig frifiecten Bilonid auf, dem jeder irdijde und dbarum Garat-
teriftifjge Bug auf dasd forgfdltigite wegretujdiert ift. Jn diefen giildenen
Spiegel haut nun die anbere Biographin, Midd Milutine, refolut mit dem
biitren &notenjtod dber Dofumente Hinein. &ie arbeitet ebenfo Fonfequent
in ©dwarz ivie jene in Rofa. Bei ihr enthiillt {id) die grofe Entbederin
alg gemeine Plagiatorin, die thre gange Theorie einem afhnungslofen Bor=
ginger aud dem Sdreibpult geftohlen, ald pathologifde RLiignerin, bHs-
artige ©bjteriferin, berednende Gejddaftsmadjerin, ald eine abgefeimte
Megare. Mit beundernsdivertem Reporterfleip ift alled an Jeugniffen
Derangefchleppt, wad dag PHeulerifhe, BVerlogene, Durdjiriebene und grob
Gejcpaftamaige threr Perfon, wad dad Sinnlofe und Lidherlicdhe ihrer Lehre
berb unterfireicht. Celbjtverftandlid) iwird diefe Biographie von der Ge-
meinde Der Christian Science ebenfo grimmig berfolgt fvie die rofenrote
leibenjchaftlic) gepriefemn.”

Filr den, der fi) fragt: Warum find an den Mittivodabenden die
Science-Tempel fo iiberfilllt? dilrfte dad Biveigidhe Bud) eine die Maffen-
pipdologie in Hochit interefjanter Weife dedende Wnifvort darbieten.

Friedrid) fnief.
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