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ing you. How often have you experienced His magnificent redemp
tion and deliverance! He has called you by your name. How many 
endearing names did He give to Israel, and in the New Testament, 
how many names does He give to His believers, calling them His 
friends, His sheep, His brothers and sisters, His children! How, then, 
can we doubt that we indeed are His own ~ If this mighty God is 
with us, there are no waters so deep and no rivers so rushing that 
must not obey His word, no fires so hot and no flames so fierce that 
will not submit to His command, no sorrow so great, no tribulation 
so crushing, that must not cease at His bidding. This Lord loves you. 
You are His own, and no man shall pluck you out of His hand. 
That is the promise which God gives to all His believers. This prom
ise He fulfilled in the life of our deceased sister. The rivers of 
SOTl'OW could not overwhelm her, could not tear her out of the loving 
grasp of Him who was with her. He had given her a cheerful dis
position, and many a fiery arrow of the old Foe was turned away with 
a hearty laugh, many a bitter experience shaken off with a bright 
smile. Especially in her last days her faith rose triumphant, Ps.73, 
23-26. Even the river of death could not swallow her up. The Lord 
helped her safely through this river to the shores of Oanaan. That 
same Lord has been, and shall be, with you also. At this very moment 
He is applying His healing balm; the fire of sorrow, far from harming 
you, shall by His direction rather c1eanse and purify you. Rom. 8, 28. 
Hence fear not. T. L. 

Miscellanea. 

;net $araffet im ~ofjanne$ebangcIinm. 
noel' biefe~ )ffiori in feinem ±ecljnifcljen ®inn fcljtew± ®. IDMl.Jinc!eI in 

"Beitfcljtifi fUt neuicf±amentIiclje )ffiiffenfdjaW (&Jefi 2/3, 1933): 
,,~et )ffiorlfinn be~ gtiecljifcljen naea"J."l'W' ift boIIfommen fIat. ~et 

iiliHclje ®inn im ~tofangtiecljifclj ift ,bet aUt &JUfe &Jetoeigetufene', ba~ 
ljei13t, bet ~iitfptecljet, betjenige, bet mit )ffiorlen fUt cinen anbem auf~ 

±titt unb iljm babutclj ljUft; im roeiteten ®inne fann ba~ )ffiort ,&JeIfet' 
iioetljaupt beaeicljnen. ~iefet)ffi 0 t ± fin n geniigt auclj wetall im :neuen 
5reftament, roobei e~ auniicljft ljingef±eIIt fein mag, 00 et meljt naclj ,~iit~ 
fptecljet' obet naclj ,&Jelfet' ljin afgentuiert roitb. ~~ jJStoolem entfteljt 
etf± baburclj, ball 3roifcljen bem )ffiorlfinn be~ 5riteI~ be~ ~arafIeten unb 
ben iljm im :;Soljanne£lebangeHum oeigelegien ~unftionen ein in bie 2'fugen 
lptingenbet Untetfcljieb oefteljt; ba£l oetecljtigt aoet nidjt badu, ben )ffiort" 
finn be£l 5ritel£l iinbetn au roollen. - &Jiet ift nun aoet 3U oemeden, bafj 
bem roeiteten unb allgemeineten ®inn ,&Jelfet' boclj immet e ± ro a ~ bom 
<rljaraftet be£l biIblicljen obet iioerltagenen ®eorauclje£l anljafiet; bet 
e i g e n t Ii clj e )ffiottfinn be~ Ieoenbigen ®pracljgeorauclje~ ift ~iitfptecljet, 
2'fnroaIt, mit an£lgefptocljenet :neigung in bie D'Hdj±ung be£l megriffe£l ,met~ 
teibiget' ljin. Broat ift bet tecljnifclj~fotenfifclje ®eotanclj ,ratgeoenbet mei~ 
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ftefjer, ~nllJan, ogllJ. lBerieibiger bor bem ®eridjt', nidji au~brlicmdj oeaeug±' 
~~ biirfte 21lfall fein; audj im ®riedjif djen ift nal.)(,,,A'1'"O' ein @3L)nont)m 
au (1VV~roeor;. IIaeauJ..'1.-or; llJirb fnllJofjI ar~ 3'iirfpredjer llJie aI~ &jeffer 
oefonber~ bon bemjenigen gebraudjt, ber cinem !:Jor einem WCadj±igeren 
beiftefjt, bem irgenbtl1'ie ,ridjterIidje' ~efllgniffe - im umfafienben antifen 
@5inne be~ }fiode~ - aUftefjen. linb e~ ift nidjt oebeu±ung~ro~, baB Me 
.2ateiner ba~ }fiod mit advocatus lioerfe~en, ba~ eben biefen @5inn fja±. 
&jier mUB aber an ba~ oben lioer ba~ jiibifdje ®eridjt§berfaljren ®efagte 
erinnert llJerben. m:ljnIidj llJaren audj bie lBerljartniff e in ber ganaen ~ntife. 
'0 naeauA'1'"o., advocatus, ift nidjt [nur] ber ~eruf~anllJart, ber bon ben 
~ngenagten fpeaiell ~ngagiede ober &jeroeigerufene, fonbem ein jeber, ber 
fidj bor bem ®eridjt flir iljn einfctt. U llS. (if. ~. 

On Memorizing the Scriptures. 
Some very significant and thought-provoking words on this topic 

are offered by O. E. Allison in the Expositor of October, 1933, from which 
we quote:-

"It is simply amazing how one is led through memorizing the Scrip
ture to capture the mind that produced it. Feelings are released from 
crystallized forms, situations relive with all their dramatic significance, 
and one becomes conscious of the power of the finest literary technique 
to be found in any language .... vVe are in constant danger of being cursed 
by familiarity with the Scriptures, and the oure for that is a greater fa
miliarity. Worshipers have unconsciously set their minds not to expect 
anything vital to happen while the Scriptures are being read. It there
fore becomes a, revelation when a voice with appreciation and under
standing transforms it into a living word. Such a voice speaks with 
peculiar power to the depths of the heart as no lifeless, careless, and 
book-bound monotone can. It is the memorizing with appreciation which 
makes that possible. . .. A minister needs mental background and spirit
ual tone much more than he needs technical equipment. Facts are use
less without clear-sightedness and conviction. Just here is where Scrip
tun~-memorizing pays its biggest dividends. There is a literal and 
practical life in the Word of God, and when it enters as a, part of the 
very fiber of one's thinking, the Word is absorbed and becomes uncon
sciously a part of one's being. . .. There is about the Bible such a breadth 
and scope of feeling that it produces in the mind that masters it a kindred 
sense of the same thing. 'Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose 
mind is stayed on Thee.' - Not the least element of this poise is the true 
sense of values that seems automatically to take hold of the Scripture
fed mind. The Book is the product of centuries of experience and medi
tation. It was produced, in so far as the actual writing of it was con
cerned, in a comparatively limited period of the racial experience, but 
it is just as much the product of the last thousand years as of the thou
sand in which its writers lived. The Book is the product of the testing 
age as much as it ever was the product of the producing age, and both 
are of value. The values of the producing age could never hold without 
the values of the testing age. Therefore to saturate the mind with the 
Bible is to set up for character and thinking a standard which the ages 
have approved." P. E. K. 
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Overcrowding the Professions. 
Writing on a topic which embraced this thought, Dr. E. G. Williamson 

says among other things: "We are perfectly willing to recognize that 
some of us are capable of becoming better musicians than others, but we 
still refuse to recognize that our neighbor's children may have greater 
capabilities with regard to intellectual types of work, social skill, and 
professional attainment. Until we do recognize these inequalities of ca
pacities, vocational guidance is not possible, since guidance essentially 
means that individuals shall be guided into those types of work which 
they can perform satisfactorily. . .. Far too many students want to be
come lawyers simply because of the supposed financial opulence of these 
professional men. Other students choose medicine because of an emo
tional fixation on the physician who saved the life of some member of the 
family. These and others may be laudable motives, but unfortunately 
more than good intentions are required for one to carve a successful career 
out of the mediocre material some of us possess. Not even a skilled 
workman can make a bird's-eye maple bed from a hedge-tree. In view 
of decreasing professional opportunities and increasing differentiation of 
college students on the basis of professional possibilities it becomes neces
sary for every freshman ... to take an inventory of his own capabilities. 
A reasonable attitude to take toward his futme profession is to recognize 
the need for a more careful inventory of his capabilities and interests 
and a more careful matching of these with those demanded by the pro
fession in which he is interested. . .. In addition, students are given more 
responsibility than in high school for intelligent use of their leisure mo
ments outside the classroom. These additional responsibilities are often
times assumed by students withont the necessary habits of responsibility. 
This one fact of intelligent use of opportunities for independent work 
and play explains in many cases why students of superior ability do 
mediocre or even failing work in college." - These factors may easily be 
transferred to the work of our preparatory schools and our seminaries. 

P.E.K. 

Buchmanite Invasion of London. 
After solemn consecration in St. Paul's Cathedral, October 7, the Buch

manites began their self-appointed task of evangelizing London. Special 
trains from Oxford and Cambridge brought hundreds of undergraduates 
for the service. Five hundred young people received a "charge" from the 
Bishop of London. With the Bishop of London and t1le Dean of St. Paul's 
(Dr. Inge) conducting the service, there were between five and six thousand 
people in the cathedral. Thus the Oxford Group entered upon its project 
of holding meetings in each of the London boroughs throughout the autumn 
and winter - public meetings, large and small, in the city, in the suburbs, 
and in Greater London. (The actual name "Oxford Group" was given, 
we are now told, by the press in South Africa when a little party of seven 
Oxford men went out during the Long Vacation.) 

Among those who sponsored the movement in the commissioning ser
vice and through letters to the press were Dr. L. W. Grensted, Professor of 
Philosophy of the Christian Religion in Oxford, the Anglican Bishop of 
Calcutta, military men, and business men. The sponsors testify that in 
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the movement they have "found a fresh vision of Jesus Christ" and that 
in the house parties they felt that they "had been in a stirring Christian 
atmosphere far above the dead-alive of much conventional religion." 

However, there has been a great deal of adverse comment on the 
merits and results of the movement. To begin with, there is a "complete 
disregard of criticisms, however weighty and damaging." From the public 
expressions of its advocates nobody would gather that the Oxford Group 
has aroused against itself a formidable volume of hostile criticism, that 
its distinctive methods have been heavily challenged, that its teaching is 
gravely suspected, and that its much-vaunted achievements have been 
openly denied. The heaviest criticism is launched against the practise of 
mutual confession, called sharing. Writers in the London Times refer to 
this practise as "spiritual exhibitionism"; and if the character of the 
confessions is considered, this phrase (= the perversion of sexual instinct 
which leads the addict to show himself in the nude) is more than apt. 
From the New 01btlook (December 21, 1932), a newspaper issued in 
Toronto and stated to be "published under the authority of the United 
Church of Canada," the following is quoted: "This meeting was the most 
unblushing piece of exhibitionism we had ever seen. . .. A meeting for 
ministers at which matters of sex were discussed will abide as one of the 
hideous memories of a lifetime." One Oxford correspondent adds the ob
servation: "Their moral lapses are due to their principle of 'sharing,' 
which saps a man's moral independence." 

Other attacks have centered upon the principle of guidance. Count
less stories, says one observer, can be told "of duty shirked hecause of this 
pseudoguidance. . .. 'Guidance' is artificially secured with an infalli
bility the Pope would envy. . .. Men who have offered themselves for 
the ministry and who have availed themselves of the Church's time and 
money have been 'guided' to abandon ordination." More pertinently, an
other Oxford divine points out the danger "that some of those newly con
verted, being not yet spiritually sensitive, will mistake wandering voices 
from their subconsciousness for divine inspiration and thus fall into 
various follies and fanaticisms." A scientist, Prof. Julian S. Huxley, con
siders this idea of "special divine guidance" as "a psychological short cut 
to that sense of certitude which is so agreeable, especially to one who 
has been a prey to doubt or conflict." The critics do not fail to point 
out that there is indeed a true "guidance," that is, the determining control 
of the Christian's conduct by the will of God, that such guidance, in some 
sense, is to be sought and had of God, and that it comes about simply by 
the Spirit's "taking of the things of Christ and showing them" to the 
seeking believer and so gradually "guiding" him "into all truth" - i. e., the 
whole body of Christian principles for daily living. A correspondent of 
the London Times of September 29 goes still deeper by pointing out that 
"Bucbmanism is nothing less than a recrudescence of the doctrine of the 
Inner Light which was the motive power of seventeenth-century Puritanism. 
The religious anarchy prevailing in that period might lead the boldest 
Evangelical to pause before sponsoring its twentieth-century variant. 
Doctrinally, the Inner Light is the most dangerous of religious forces, 
since in practise it comes to mean a supernatural sanction for every 
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personal eccentricity and places the egotistical element to be found in 
every man and woman above criticism. Such a creed cannot permanently 
endure. At the same time the doctrine can do immense harm. Sincere 
belief which is divorced from human reason is not enough and becomes un
impressive when confused with a crude anthropomorphism, which, logically 
pursued, must render God responsible for our choice of neckties or whether 
we choose to eat beef or mutton at luncheon." 

The lack of theological background is cited as a sufficient reason for 
the enthusiast element in Buchmanism. "The movement has no definite 
standards of dDctrine. While the lack Df dogmatic commitment enables the 
movement to include people of greatly differing beliefs, the resultant 
vagueness tends to deprive it of the element of permanence. How can we 
aim at a cloudy target? This lack of definition will leave each Grouper 
largely to his own theories." 

)';Iany comments were voiced on the extravagance and luxury of the 
traveling teams and on the quick disillusionment of the groups organized 
by the Buchmanites on tour. It is reported that "two years ago there 
was a gigantic Group campaign in Louisville, Ky., and hundreds of 'con
versions' were recorded. When the team visited this town last spring to 
consolidate their previous work, we found only eleven people who had re
tained any interest in the Group. In Detroit I found an exact parallel, 
except that in this case the converts had fallen away in a much shorter 
time. The grave question arises whether the last state of such disillusioned 
converts is not worse than the first." 

The London Times of September 27, in a notable editorial, commented 
on a meeting of Buchman and his followers at the residence of the Lord 
Mayor. We quote the following significant expressions: "Certainly the 
triviality of the experiences shared at yesterday's meeting, the vagueness 
of the speakers about the new vision they claimed to have received, the 
refusal to meet criticisms offered in a helpful spirit, are not likely to 
convince the historic Christian bodies that they have much to learn from 
Dr. Buchman's methods. . .. How could evil fail to arise in a movement 
two of whose chief principles are 'sharing' and 'guidance'? It would be 
astonishing if that hawking round of past sins which goes under the name 
of sharing should not frequently produce spiritual pride in the sharer 
and besmirch the minds of those with whom they are shared. It would be 
incredible if the bulk of the 'guidance' received in 'quiet times' should not 
consist of submerged thoughts and desires. . .. The way in which we are 
to expect God normally to guide us is surely through the mind which He 
has implanted in us for the purpose. . .. Surely the simile of the little 
leaven that leaveneth the whole lump is much more after the mind of 
Christ than the volcanic eruptions which have so often passed for Chris
tian evangelism. . .. Everyone should be careful to say or do anything 
that might induce the Group Movement to end as so many past revivals 
have ended - in the setting up of a new religious communion." 

THEo. GRAEBNER. 


