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Miscellanea.

We Must Reach the Individual.

Among the dangers which threaten the life of our Church at this time
we may point, first of all, to a perfunctory or mechanical Christianity. It
is 8o easy to become accustomed to the motions of Christianity. Church-
going, having been practised from early childhood, becomes a custom, as
does attendance at Holy Communion and at meetings of church organiza-
tions. Just as mechanical becomes the pledging and giving of some arbi-
trary sum of money, 5 cents, 10 cents, 25 cents, for the Sunday collection.
There is frequently no further thinking connected with these performances;
they have simply become habitual. — This condition is offen connected with
the menace of numbers. We have become a large organization, 800,000
communicants — on paper. There is always danger in a larger group or
mass, in a large congregation, in a large church-body, for members to rely
upon numbers and to forget their duties as individuals. Every one waits
for the other person to do the necessary things. — Moreover, there is the
menace of orthodoxism, of relying upon the outward possession of the truth
in doctrine. In fact, this may cause church-members, in the pulpit and in
the pew, to become sticklers for traditional expressions which have no
doctrinal value, just because they have commonly been used. The statement
“Why, our fathers always expressed themselves thus and so” is frequently
heard. The skeleton is clutched, the subgtance is forgotten. There is no
careful study of the Scriptures for the purpose of applying sound doctrine
to new gituations and conditions.

History shows that such a condition breeds apathy, lethargy, paralysis,
in spiritual matters. As one depends upon the other to do the work of the
Lord, this work is neglected more and more. Initiative and self-activity
languish and die. There is little or no growth in knowledge pertaining to
sound doctrine and Christian life. Specious pleas and excuses become prev-
alent. And if we add to this the menace of wealth and luxury with its
attendant worldliness, which tends to efface the boundary between the world
and the Chureh, and the conditions which make for disintegration are
present to an alarming degree.

It is necessary therefore that we once more remember our duty to reach
the individual. The pulpit must take care of this need by presenting ser-
mons based upon the most painstaking exegetical study and with applica-
tions intended for the particular congregation to which the sermon is
addressed. Collections of sermons become a menace unless every sermon
taken from such collections is recast to fit the needs of the individual con-
gregation. The various organizations within the congregation operating
under its auspices must receive the attention of the faithful pastor in the
same manner. The truth of the Bible, the needs of the Church, must be
presented to each society and to every member of every society in such
a way as to be clearly understood by every one present, so that every one
may feel his obligation and responsibility in the matter. When the pastor
receives announcements for the Lord’s Supper, he must take occasion to
speak to the individual, not only in a general way regarding the doctrine
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of the Eucharist and other Seriptural truths, but also with regard to his
status in the kingdom of God and his work for the Lord. The custom of
pastoral visiting (mot only sick-calls) must be inaugurated once more.
In short, wherever and whenever the pastor comes into contact with any
of his members, he ought to present and discuss some phase of the Lord’s
work. If this is done throughout our Church for a number of years and
continuted in the future, we shall, with the help of God, succeed in restoring
a more general, vital interest in the work of the Lord in our midst.
P.E.K.

The Tre Ore of Good Friday.

The observance of Good Friday is becoming general in our country.
According to a late report the following States have made Good Friday
a legal holiday: Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Louisiana, Maryland,
Minnesota, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Tennessee, as well as the Philip-
pines and Porto Rico. Several State legislatures are now considering bills
to follow the example of the above-mentioned commonwealths. The Roman
Catholics rejoice over this fact, as their weekly journal America states,
because it will make the observance of the Tre Ore, the three hours of
Christ’s agony on the cross, a general custom. The Roman Catholies have
the Mass of the Presanctified at this time, and this is followed by almos$
continuous services throughout the afternoon and evening, “so that hardly
a moment passes that does not see hundreds of people on their knees in
adoring Him who for our transgressions was hanged upon the bitter
tree.” — In observing the Tre Ore period, Lutheran churches will do well
to avoid every appearance of following Roman Catholic customs. We have
excellent orders of service for Good Friday, which may well be studied and
used by our congregations. P.E. K.

Weiteres jum Jubildnm der Lutherbibel.

Da die drei in der erften Hdlfte ded laufenden Jahrganged eridhie-
nenten Artifel iiber die Deutfdhe Bibel, bie dann aud) im Separatdrud hHer-
ausdgegeben foorden find, dazu befiimmt aren, ald LVorlagen fiix Kon=
ferengbefprechungen gu dienen und jonderlid) aud) Material fitr Borirage und
Predigten zu liefern, Hat vielleicht bdiefer ober jemer Refer gemeint, da3
Gebotene fei fiir dad iffenfdaftlicge Studtum etivasd zu elementar. Died
foar und nidt unbeivpugt, und eben ausd diefem Grunbde Haben fvir bei vers
fchiebenen Biiherbefprechungen auf diefem Gebiet in den lebten Jahren aud
auf wiffenfdaftliche Werfe Hingeiviefen, fiir die i) Cingetveihte interefiieren
plirften. RNun fteht e3 nidht jo, dbak neuere Werfe die bargebotene Gefdhidite
per deutfdjen Bibel ettva verdndern mwiirden; bdenn diefe Tatfaden bleiben
ftehen. Uber wad in ben lebten zwanzig Jahren auf dem Gebiete der For-
jhung iiber die Ddeutjdje Bibel geleiftet morden ift, fann manden Punit
berbolftandigen und wohl aud) etivad farer darlegen. Fiiv {olde, die Beit
und Gelegenbeit Haben, fich eingehender mit dem gangen Thema zu befafien,
niennen foir einige der Dervorragenditen Werfe auf bem Gebiet. €38 find die
folgenben: Deutide Bibelmusziige des Mittelalters zum Stammbaum Ehrifti,
mit thren Yateinifhen BWorbilbern und BVorlagen YHeraudgegebenn und er=
{autert pon Hand BVollmer-Hamburg; Bivei fajt verfdollene Bibeln aus vem
Beginn desd borigen Jahrhunbdertd von Hans BVollner; Die ,Wormier Pro=
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pheten”; Eine vorlutheride evangeliffe Propheteniiberfepung aud dem
Sabre 1527 von Georg Varing; Die Pialmenberdeut{@ung bon den erften
Anfangen big Luther, Herausdgegeben in Femeinjdaft mit Frib Fiilider und
Willy Litdtfe von Han3 Vollmer (2 Bbde.); Quellenfiudien zu Luiherd Bibel-
itberfebung bon Theo. Pahl, Weimar 1981; Jm Lampf wm die Bibel von
Jof. Glapper, Breslan 1922; Die nationale Aneignung der Bibel von Kon=
rad Burdad), Halle 1824; Studien gur mittelalierlidhen Bibelitberfebung bor
Luiber von Fr. Paurer, Heidelberg 1927 Evbangely und Epiftel teutid von
Paul Piet{d), Gottingen 1927; Stubdien zur mittelalierlichen Bibelitber=
febung von Walther Jiefemer, Halle 1928; Dic PVrophetenitberfepung des
Claus Eranc von Walther Jiefemer, Halle 1930; Luther und die Bibel von
Ulbert Schramm, Leipzig 1928. Diefe Biidger bringen, tvie gefagt, it grofen
und gangen nidhts wefentlid Neuesd, aber man findet in ihnen mandes,
a3 ber Crganzung dient und iveitered Ldit auf bdie deutjdhe Bibeliiber=
jegung foirft. B.E R
Lehrverhandlingen — Lehrvortrige,

Wenn man in unfern Tagen der Verfammlung ciner Dijtrifts{ynode
beitwohnt, fo finbet man manded andersd al8d vor cinigen Jahrzehnten. Da=
mal3 foucden die meiften Diftri¥tdihnoden innerhald groferer enteinden
abgefhalten; jept findet {id) eine gange NMeihe von Diftvitten, bdie {id in
Synodalanitalten verjamuteln. Damalsd tagten die Diftriftaipnoden o, daf
man einen @ynodalfonntag Hatte, an dem die Shnodalen gemeinfdaftlich
sum Gottesdienft gingen. PHeutzutage Hat man getwdhnlidh nur einen
®otiesdienit, eimen Ybenbdgotteszdienjt, fitr die Syuodalen. Mandye diefer
Beranberungen find bdburd) die Beitberbaltnifie Yerbeigefithrt fvorden und
mbgen an und fiir jid) dent Segen der Synobaljibungen fvenig Ubbrudy tun.
Unfer Bajtendesd ZBeitalter fann fid) faum dagu ent{hliegen, irgend etivas
langfam und bedadtig su tun; alled mup im Sturmidritt gefgehen, und
man drdngt immter fvieder, dod) ja Dald fertig zu tverden, um fwieder Heim-
gufonumen. Tempora mutantur.

Aber in einer Hinfidht fann man die BVervdnderungen der Jebizeit
nidt gang billigen, ndmlich tn der vt und Weife, fwie bielfad) die Kehr-
bejpredungen gefithrt werden. Wor bierzig bis fiinfzig Jahren und borher
Datte man witklid) Lehrverhandlungen RNad der damaligen Weife
fwar der Referent eigentlich nur der Reiter der Disfuffion. Cr ftellte Thefen
und perfal)y diefe mit den nitigen Beieisdftellen aud der Sdrift jorvie mit
Beugnijfen aug unfern Vefenntnifjen und ausd den Biidern angejefener Leh-
rer der Kirdhe. Dann veferierte dDer Leiter der Verhandlungen, nidhi aus
pemt Stegreif, fondern auf Grund der porliegenden Stellen und Beugnifie,
und nad) jedenmt Wbjdnitt einer Theje ivurbe von den anivefenbden Shnodba=
len dagu gevebet. DBielfad) lieferten joldie Reduer efiva fo biel Material
toie Der eigentlidhe Meferent, und gefdhidte Sdriftfithrer verarbeiteten dad
Gefagte fiir die Puotofolle. So tourde dad Waterial tatfadlidy von allen
Antvefenden durdhgedadit und durdigejproden, und e3 bHlieb YHaften und
bradjte Frudi.

Heutzutage Hat man auf unjern Synodalverjammiungen bielfad nur
Rehrvorirdge. Der Referent erhdlt dem Yuftrag, genug Material fiix
etiva fiinf Stunden bereit zu Haben, und er jdhreibt dann aud) geiviffenhaft
genug auf, unt eben o viele Stunden audzufiilfen. Wenn dann itberhaupt
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nod) hie 1nd da fiinfzehn Minuten iibrig find fiir Bemerfungen, fo
fiihlt jGon federmann in der gangen LVerfammlung, daf man {idh nun aber
audh beeilen miiffe, denn fonjt ift die Jeit verfirichen. HYud) ift oft im den
Qefroorivdgen tatjadlich allesd big in die Ileinften Details ausgefithrt wor=
den, {0 daf nidht biel mefhr dazu gefagt werden fann. Uber diefe Weife
it nidht o gut fiix bad D ur & denfen Ded Referated ober der Thefenr. Pan
Gat e3 toohl angehSrt und fidh) iiber den Fleiy und ble Gritndlidhfeit e
Referenten gefreut, aber man fat fich) nidgt felber daran Deteiligt. UUnd bas
ift feine gute Weife.

Da wdre und die Weife, die in unfernm Tagen von bielen griferen
Bereinen befolgt toird, dodh Yieber. €3 wird ein Wann ald LQeiter der Ver=
Handlungen bejtimumt. Diefer Nedner fiihrt den Haupigedanten ded Themas
in feinen Grunbdgiigen ausd. [hm folgen nad)y jedem Hauptabidnitt viex
bi3 fed)3 Rebner, die einf@liagige Gedanfen ausfiijren oder Univendungen
madjen. Bei Vefolgung diefer Weife tounbdert man fidh gar nidt, daf die
Bahl bderer, die fi) an Den Verhanbdlungen beteiligen, nadidem die Leiter
ijre Gade beendigt Haben, eime jehr groBe ift. €38 fodre der Mithe wert,
fid) biefe Weife efwasd naher angufehen, damit wir auf unfern Konferenzen
foioofl ivie befonderd auf unjern Shnodalverjanumlungen mwirilid) Rehr-
perhandlungen, Lehrbefpredungen, Huben. Dann ndhmen
ofne Ziweifel alle Anivefenden piel mehr mit nad) Haufe. B E &

Babylon — Rome.

In a recent most interesting book by Barnes, The Martyrdom of
8t. Peter and St. Paul, this learned Catholic scholar also touches upon the
question of identifying Rome with the Babylon of the First Epistle of Peter.
The author says: ‘“That Babylon in this place must be taken to denote
the imperial city and cannot be referred to either the ancient Babylon in
Chaldea or to the fortress of that name in Egypt is a matter on which
all scholars are now agreed and which may be taken as beyond controversy.
Ancient writers are absolutely unanimous on this point, without even a
single exception.” “The name of Babylon was in common use both among
Jews and Christians to denote Rome as the great oppressor.” (Pp.8.39.)
If one considers the source of this emphatic statement, its importance is
readily seen. P.E. K.
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