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452 Miscellanea. 

Miscellanea. 

"Persecution" in Mexico. 
In view of the frantic efforts made by Catholics to bring sufficient 

pressure to bear on our Government to protest against anti-Catholic mea­
sures in Mexico, it is well to remember a few things. In the first place, 
hear the other side. According to the Associated Press, President Lazaro. 
Cardenas of Mexico declared that neither his government nor related in­
stitutions persecute Catholics "for the fact that they profess Catholicism 
or any other religion." In a review of the history of the Mexican Church. 
he said it had retarded the social and economic evolution of the country. 
"The Church in l1:exico," he went on, "only furnished services which con-· 
tributed to maintaining its position as a privileged class and an auxiliary 
of exploiting classes. It is natural that the government program of social 
renovation had to clash with the strong interests of the social classes, which. 
want to conserve the 1'egime of exploitation." (St. Louis Post-Disp~toh.) 

Secondly, admitted that the President of Mexico paints the policy of 
his government whiter than facts warrant, he is surely not telling us 
anything new in his characterization of Roman policy in that state. The 
history of all solidly Catholic countries presents the same picture. When 
the Lutheran in an editorial says: "The present administration in Mexico. 
has determined to pursue an anti-Church course which closely resembles 
the Rnssian policy in dealing with religion," another parallel is suggested .. 
In a recent lecture on conditions in Russia the fearful reaction against, 
all religion in that country was explained in these words: "The Greek 
Catholic Church under the Czars was about the poorest excuse for reo. 
ligion the world ever knew." Was the Roman Church in Mexico much 
better? Under the heading "Four Centuries of Authority" the Lutheran., 
in another editorial, says: "Since the days of Cortez and the Conquis­
tadores, Catholicism has been the sole form of Christianity enjoying com­
plete freedom and authority in Mexico. Not only worship, but education. 
art, and great wealth have been under Chureh control. That the revolu­
tion should so completely win the people to opposition invites inquiry. 
A friend of outs 'spent his 1934 vacation' south of the Rio Grande River" 
and visited the more impmtant churches of Mexico City and other large, 
places. He was impressed by the attitude of the people, which he de­
scribes as 'religious to the point of superstition.' In the cathedral in 
Mexico City he found two masses in process at the same time and people· 
going in 'to say their prayers' at the numerous shrines. At another" 
church, before the entrance to which, on the plaza of the city, there was­
a flower market, the Mexican women would sell a bunch of flowers and'. 
then rush into the church to 'buy a candle and place it before one of the­
altars.' In one church he noticed a peasant hang the clay image of a pig 
on a nail driven into a pilaster of the wall near a shrine, drop a coin into" 
a box, then cross himself, and kneel before an image in the shrine. It was 
explained that he probably had a sick pig and came to invoke the saint's 
aid to cure it. The pilaster had hundreds of nails driven into it andL 
numerous crudely made clay replicas hanging from them, some of them .. 
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representations of babies. He referred to the silver and gold, bejeweledt 
furnishings of altars and shrines, in vivid contrast with the poverty and 
wretchedness of the pe01ls. He was told that the native Mexicans are 
greatly dissatisfied with the former ecclesiastical authorities, who were 
aliens. We asked him categorically, 'Do you think the Catholic Church. 
has done what it could and should have done to fit the Mexicans to do. 
their part and have their share in the culture and productive agencies 
of the twentieth century l' He a1lswered, 'Absolutely no. They had un­
conditioned opportunities, and they neglected them. Now the peasants 
have become deeply embittered against the Church's policies and rep­
resentatives.' " 

"Ve surely agree to this: "All Christians in America will be opposed' 
to countenancing an atheistic state in the western hemisphere"; but also, 
to this: "In joining our protests to those coming from Roman Catholic· 
sources, we are not agreeing that the Church of Rome has earned the­
good will of those who entrusted their worship to her stewardship. A con­
siderable portion of what is called persecution is in the nature of punish­
ment - the reaping of the whirlwind because the wind was sown." T. H. 

En S,)au. 9, 24-27. 
ZSn ber erften ilCummer De~ !aufenDen ZSafjrgang~ bOlJ ,,~orfdjungen unD 

~orlfdjrHte" liringt ~rof. ()~mafD ®cr!jarDM8erIin eine ~fjanbrung tilier 
Da~ :njema: "jffiann foute Dcr .\!neHia~ fommen?" Qir ftii:lJt fidj balid in 
feinen Wu~fiifjrungen fjaup±fiidjHdj auf Die @S±elle SDan. 9, 24-27, unll amar 
in ber ~affung, mie fie fidj in einem lii~fjer boITig unlieadjteten Stebt lid Ster~ 
tuITian finllet. SDiefer Wpo!oge± oefdjiiftig±e fidj in feiner @Sdjrift ,,®egen. 
Die ZSuben" einge!jenD mit Dem neun±en ~apiter De~ [\udje~ SDanieL ®er~ 

fjarllt fdjreili±: "ZSn f einem Gs::6empfar fau±e±e jene @Stelle foIgenDermaf3en: 
,Unll bu follf± miffen unD berne!jmen unD berfte!jen, bom Wu~gang eine~ 
®efpriidj~ oeatigIidj ber Sjetf±ellung unll be~ jffiieberaufliau~ bon ZSerul alem 
oi~ aUf Den ®efalliten, ben Sjeraog (Christum, Ducem) finb 62 jffiodjen unl> 
dne !jaroe; unD es witb Wieber erftefjen unD geliaut werben in )8reite unl>, 
Umtuallung, unb bie SeHen tuerben erneuerl merDen. Unll nadj biefen' 
62 jffiodjen mith- ber @Salliung ein Qinbe gemadjt merDen, unD fie mirb nidjt 
me!jr fein. Unb Me @Stabt unb bas Sjeifigtum mitD et bernidjien mH einem 
ljeranaieljenllen ~ilrften.' ilCidjt tueniger aI§ fielienmal aitiert SterluITiIlTh 
biefe ~ropljetie, einmal mit ber feierIidjen )8eteurung, Da\3 ®o±t e~ botaUS" 
gefeljen unD Dlltdj SDanieI berrunbigt fjalie. . .. Wlle SjanDfdjriften aeigen, 
ba\3 ber oliige SDanierte6± liei Ster±uITian einljeitIidj feftfteljt - bon irgenb~ 
tueIdjer alitueidjenben 2e~art muf3±e Diefer }BerleiMger bes ~riften±utW­
nidjts." 

SDiefet ~unD ift au~ meljreren ®rtinben tuidjiig unb intereffant unb 
Wirb jebenfa@ 3um tedj±en }BerftiinDni~ ber @Stelle lieittagen. ®er!jarllt 
weift auf ®runb be~ SterluITiantebte~ nadj, ba\3 bie SDanieIfdje jffieisfagung, 
bas ®eliurtsjafjr <r!jrifti aUf 7 bor unf eter Seitredjnung angegeoen !jat,. 
niimIidj 437'h ZSaljte nadj Dem ®efpriidj in ilCefj. 2, 1 ff., bas im ZSaljre 445 
b. <rljr. fta±tfanb. ~. Qi. Sf . 
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