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'j1eifdjIidjen ®inn, in ifjtem ~ibetftreoen gegen (ffjtifti unb be£l &)eiIigen 
@eifte£; ~iden, in i'l)rem falf djen IBcrtrauen auf ifjte @riebfdjaft im 
IBolfe @oite£;; fie berttJarfen ifjren &)eHanb. ®o bediinbigt ifjnen ber 
&)@rr ba£; @eridj±, lB. 43. 44. ~it ttJiffen, luie fdjrecHidj fidj feine ~ei£;~ 
fagung etfiiIIt fjat unb nodj erfiiIIt. 5Da£; ttJar nidjt ,;s@fu ®djulb; "ifjr 
~aOt nidjt gettJoIIt", mattfj. 23,37. 

5Da§ @eridjt brol)± (Slott allen, bie ,;s@fum a!0 ifjren &)eHanb ber~ 
:itJetfen. 5Da£; fann in mannigfadjer ~eife gcfdjefjen: bm:dj fenift~ 
bert djulbete l1nttJiffenfjeit, @Ieidjgiirtigfeit (®djeindjtiften, @ettJofjnfjeit0~ 
djtiften; gefjen aur ~irdje, um au ftitifieren, "cine intcreffante \:!Stebigt 
ijU fjoren", SHeiberjnd;l au aeigen), mutttJilligcn Unglauoen (tueil bie£; 
unb jenc§ bet IBetnunft ober bem ~Ieifdj nidj± pa13t) , fIeif cfJridjcn ®inn 
(~aufcn unb IBerfaufen; e§ Oeilal)Ii fidj, 3Ut ~irdje elU gefjoren), ®eroft~ 
geredjiigfeit, ®idjerfjeit, mutttJillige§ ~iberftreoen (man ttJm fidj "feinen 
@eift nidjt ftrafen laffen", ttJenn man gefiinbig± fjat). 

@ott fjat lange ®ebulb (bieraig ,;safjre nacl) ber 5Dtofjung im ;Q:et;t) , 
aoer fcf)fiefJridj oridjt ba£; @eridjt l)crcin. ButtJci:lcn fdjon I)ler (~rieg, 

@rboeoen, ~euer, ~lut, teme Beit; nidjt ttJeif bie lSe±roffenen fdjulbiger 
finb aI§ anbere, fonbern bicfen ijur ~arnung), gettJi13 aoer in ber @ttJig~ 
fei±. ~aS: ift ttJieberum nidjt @oHeS: ®djulb, ttJcnn Qeute fjeute ber~ 

loren gcl)en (mefjr (Slelcgenfjeit, ®otte£l ~ort ilU fjoren ltnb iJU lefen, 
aW ie); audj fie fjaocn nidjt gelDoll±. 

BCodj ift bie ®nabenijeit 1 5D a 13 ba§ @etidjt fomm±, ttJei13t bu; baS: 
~ ann unb ba§ ~ i e ift bit berOOtgen. lSebenfe, ttJa£l au bcinem 
~tieben bient 1 ;it fj e o. &) 0 t) e t. 

Miscellanea. 

2u ,2lttijet~ 2!"!;("bmaijf;fc:,cc. 
\:!Sf. i. m:. ~aumann ODCarourg) fdjreiot in "WITgemeine Q;bangefifdj~ 

Qutfjerifdje S'i'ircljenaeitnng" bom 26. WiJtU: ,,~L {Y. @:. mHmar oericljtet in 
feiner ,@efdjidjte bes stonfeffionsitanbes ber ebangeIifcljen mrdje in &)effen' 
(1868, 2. WufTage, ®. 50, \lXnm.): ,on ber ;;snftruftion bom 17. SDeaemoet 1534 
fUr tie in ,l'i'affeI iju filfjrcnben morocrfjanblungen (;;Sanuar 1535), ttJeIdje 
Qutfjet bem il)Mancljt~on mitgaIJ unb beren beutfcljer ;ite6t im alueitcn 6uiJ~ 
iJfementoanbe ber ;senaifcljen Wn£lgaIJebon ~fjers ill3e:rfen (@isfeoen, 
1565 \'YoL) ijuerft, iibtigens nicljt au£l 2nil)ers ~anbfcljrift, gebrucft luorben 
ift, finbcn fidj oefanntriclj am 6djluffc bie jillorte: "Unb ift 6umma ba£l 
nnfet meinnng, bas ttJarfjafftig in unb mit bem [lrot ber feio GSfjrif±i geffen 
lUlrb, arlo bas aITe£l luas ba£l ){lrot ltJircfet unb reibet, ber 2eio (f~rifti 
ttJircfe nnb leiDe, bas er aUsgeieiU, geffen, unb mit ben Deenen auoiff en 
ttJerbe." (6t. 2. W., 17, 2052.) . .. SDa§ Driginal ber ;snftrliliion ift bon 
2ut~et rateinifdj gefcljticoen unb llOn meIandj±fjolt an ){lucet gegcDen ttJOt~ 
ben, aus ben &)iinben bes letteten aDer in hie ){lwrio±fjef au @:anteronr1) 
gefommen, luo fidj Da§feloe noclj ie~t oefinbet.~n biefem Driginal aoer 
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610 Miscellanea. 

finbet fidj bie (Sormel conteratur dentibus corpus Christi nidji, roie bie13 
ber Wliilrucf be13fellien in 5tenad13 "WlonatIidjen ltnierrebungen" (1698, 
@). 52 f.) aU§ltJeifi. m5enn alfo ber WU13brucf "mit ben aeenen auliiffen" 
roidIidj bon 2ut~er ~erru~rt, roa13 ~iernadj me~r aIB aroeifeI~aft erfdjeint, 
fo fann berfeIlie ~iidjften13 fur eine geIegentIidje ~luf3erung, nidji alier fur 
eine Ee~re Eut~er§ genen. WI§ fofdje alier, ja aIB Ee~re ber fut~erifdjen 
Sfirdje, lie~anbeIt biefen Wu§brucf ba13 ®utadjien ber t~eologifdjen (SafuWit 
au Wlarliurg bom 10. @Septemlier 1855. st:ie ~effifdje mrdjengefdjidjte burfie 
bon ber ein~eimildjen i~cologifdjen (SafuWit erroarten, mii rritifdjer @)org" 
faIt lie~anbeIi au roerben. (SreiHdj ~ittten audj m5cfip~ar unb bie Sfon" 
forDienformeI nidji niitig ge~alii, fidj fo lieftimmi gerabe gegen biefen Wu13" 
brucf au berroa~ren, roie fie bie§, offenliar mit )Eerucfficljtigung be13 (fr13Ieliener 
st:rucfe13 , ge±an ~alien. :;SnDc§ bamar§ fonnie man e13 nidjt lieHer roiffen.'­
@)oltJeit miImar. 

"Eut~er fdjreili± alierbing§ im ,®rof3en )Eefennini13 bom ~Jlicnb111a~I 
Gf~rifti' (m5aldj, 26, 367; @)t. R, 20, 978) gegen ,BbJingIi au13 :;So~. 6: 
,m5ir fagen, ba13 bie :;Stinger murre±en lict)be bJiDDer ben llerfianb be§ geiftB 
unD bJihher ba§ IeiliIidj eilen be§ f[eifc~§ Gf~rrf±i, 'oenn fie berfiunbcn fein13 
redji; bJdI fie bacljien, fie mtifien fein fleifdj mit aeenen au reij3Clt, ItJre 
anDer bergangIidj fleifdj.' 2ui~er polemifieri ~ier gegm fin faIfdje13 mer" 
ftitn'oni§, toie er feIlift audj ridjiig 'oie )Eeaic~ung bon :;So~. 6 aUf ba§ ~emge 
Wlienbma~I aliIe~n±' :;Sn ber Sfonforbienformel bJirD gefagi: ,m5ie bJir 'oenn 
~iemi± ba§ fapernaitifdje (fffen 'oe§ Eeilie§ Gf~rifti, aIB bJmn man fein 
(SIeifdj mit ,Bit~nen aerriffe unb roie anbere @)peife berbauie, bJeIdje§ bie 
@)arrameniierer bJiber 'oa§ ,Beugni13 i~re13 ®ebJiffen§, tilier all unfer bieI" 
fitrtig )Eeaeugen, un§ mu±bJiIfig aufbringen' (Iaieinifdj': quasi videlicet 
doceamus corpus Christi dentibus laniari). ,BbJif djen ben it~nIidjen m5or" 
ten he§ )Eefenntniffe§ bom Wlienbma~I, ber :;Snftruftion bon 1534 unb ber 
SfonforbienformeI liefte~i fidjer ein ,Bufammen~ang. st:ie SfonforbienfDrmeI 
polemifieri gegen eine grunblofe merbiidjiigung ber ®egner, nidji alier gegen 
ein m50ri 2ut~er13. st:a§ m50ri ,mit ben ,Bii~nen auliiffen bJerben' ift ben 
merfaffern aIB ein m50rt 2ui~er§ au13 ber :;Snftruftion bon 1534 nidj± lie" 
Iannt. (fin foIdje§ m50rt paf3t nidjt in hie ,;snftruftion Eu±~er§, roeIdje 
Dodj ber merfii~nung bienen fome; gegen ein foIdj m50rt Eui~er§ ift in ben 
mer~anblungen nie polemifieri bJorDen, itJie bodj au erbJarten bJiire; e§ 
roar alfo nidji liefanni; ein foIdj m50rt enifpridjt audj nidj± ber 2e~re unb 
bem stampf 2ut~er§. mermutHdj ift bie§ m50ri nadjiriigIidj bon einem 
®egner 2ut~er13 feiner :;snfiruftion ange~iingi ltJorben unb bann gegen bie 
2ut~eraner millliraudj± worben. . .. Sjeppe, her ®egner miImar§, fdjreilit 
in feiner Sfirdjengefdjidjte lieiDer Sjeffen (1876, I, @). 243): ,st:odj ift au lie~ 
adjten, baf3 fjdj in bem bon Eut~er Iateinifdj gefdjrielienen Driginal Mefer 
:;Snftruftion, ba§ burdj )Eueer in bie )Eilinot~ef au Gfanterliurt) gefommen ift, 
bie m50rte "conteratur dentibus corpus Christi" nidjt borfinben. '" 

st:aliei fte~t alier feft, bat 2ut~er gefdjrielien Ijat: ,,@)o ift nun biefer 
5te6t ftart bat Gf~rifti Eeili illier 5tifdj gelirodjen unb aerfhlcft, aerliiffen, 
aerbriicft unb gefdjlungen roirb roie anber )Erot, bodj in )Erote§ ®efiart ober 
im )Ero±." (20, 1066.) 11nb: "m5er bie§ mroi mit ,Bii~nen ober ,Bunge 
aerbriicfi, ber aerbrticfi mit ,BiiIjnen ober ,Bunge hen 2eili GfIjrifti." (20, 
1032.) m5ie ift ba§ au berfteIjen~ D. 113ieper fdjreilit barulier: "Wlier 
Eut~er f etf f 0 for t Ijinau: ,unb lileilit bodj alleroege ltJa~r, bat niemanb 
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~~rif±i Beio fie~t, greift, iffe± ober oeroeit±, tuie man fidjtridj anber t\'Ieifdj 
fie~t oher aeroeif3±.' )lienn .\?arnacf gefdjidj±ridj tua~r oleioen roome, fo 
miitte er minbeftens f agen : But~er re~rl 0 e i b e s, niimfidj bat ~~rif±i 
Beio mit ben :8a~nen aeroiffen tuerbe unb baf3 ~~rifti Beio n i dj t mit ben 
:8iH)nen rlcrbiffen tucrbe. . .. BuH)er ~aIt niimHdj einerfeits feft, bat es 
im ~benbma~I burdj ~rifti (§infe~ung eine ,faframentIidje (§inigfeit' giUt .... 
~adj biei er f aframentridjen (§inigfei± fomm± hie @5adje fUr But~er f 0 5u 
ftc~en: ,)lias man mit bem m rot e tnt. lulrb rcdjt unb IlJO~r bem Be i 0 e 
~ ~ r i it i augceignet.' ~nbererieits ~iin But~er fef±. bat bie ,faframent~ 
Iidje (§inigfeit' nidjt eine r ii u m r i dj c ober na±iirIidje iBeroinbung ift. ... 
Hnb in bicier mcaiefjung fag± nnn Bu±~er: ,unb bleibt bod) arretuege tuaI)r, 
bat niemanb Ci~rif±i Beio fie~t, greift, iWd Dber aeroeif3t'. . .. ~ie .\ron~ 
forbienformer ~i±It aUf @runb ber unio sacramentalis einerfeits an bem 
miinbIidjen (§mpfange bes Beioes unb mrutcs Ci1)rifti, anbererfeit0 an bem 
iWetnatfrrIidjen 9R 0 bus bes(§mpfange0 feft." (Ci~Y. ~og., III, @5. 423 f.) 
WCan bergleidJe mtdi biefe @5±erre aUS 52ut1)er: "Beiben unb @5ieroen fJat es 
rbas t\'Icifdj Ci1)tlftiJ einmal gefmmt, abet aerftiicl'cn, aerteifen, 8erlJre.djen, 
aedauen, au betbaucn, au bcrae~ren, au bertucfen ift nidjt miiglidj." (20, 
872.) (§. 

'l)iirfen bmd) flJJctanntc 1iutcrqa.HuugC!t @dbcr fnr rirdjfidje 
1tub hl.o6Hiiti!1c ,8hlcd'e tlufrrefirndjt Illcrhcn? 

(§s f)anbeIt fief) ~ier nief)t um bie t\'rage, ob Unicr1)aHuugen, bon jungen 
Beuten gegeoen, iioer1)aup± gebuThet tuerben forren. @50 getuif3 e0 ift, bat 
eille djrlftIic~e ®emeinbe nidjt ijugelJen Wirb, ba\3 dne llntcr~ar±Ultg ftatb 
flnbet, oei ber dlnas gegen bie na±iirfief)c unb ctjriftridje Cfljroadeit ber~ 
ftott, fo getuit ift audj bies, haf3 eine ctjriftHdje ®emeinbe nidj± foldj'e Unter~ 
ljaI±nngrn lJeroieten fome, oei bencn e0 djrii±Iidj unb e~roar ilnge~t. Bu±~er 

bemerft au ~reb. 11,9: ,,;;Sungen Beu±en ift ... t\'reube unb (§rgot!en fo 1)odj 
tlonnoten, tuie i~nen (§ffen unb 5t'rinfen ift. n )liaI±~er erm(1)nt in feiner 
~aftorale ~aftorell nnb ®emeinben, bon jungen Beuten nidjt ben ,,(§rnft 
ber 2n±en" ilU forbern. Unb D. ~ieper fagt in einem arten "Butljeraner": 
,,)!Betben ~nsfdjreitungen tlermieben, fo forr man bie Beute, bie ettuas bon 
i1)rer :Beit nnb Shaft b'en Unter1)a1±ungen ber ;;Sugenb turlbmen, nidjt fdjeI~ 

ten, fonbern looen. @5ie modjten, tuenn fie i~rer perfonfidjen Wceinung 
folgten, fieoet biefer WCii~e iioer1)ooen fein. @5ie unteraie~en fidj abet biefer 
WCii~e aus 1)erijIidjer Eieoe aur ;;Sugenb, nm audj auf hiefe )lieife bie ;;Sugenb 
bon bem unorbentIidjen )liefen ber )!Bert fernilu~anen." 

(§s ~anbeIt fidj ~ier nm bie t\'rage, 00 ®elber baburdj fUr firdjfi~e :8toede 
aufgebradj± roerben bfrrfen. )limn toir biefe t\'rage oean±tuorten 11l0Uen, fo 
miiffen tuir bor arrem batan erinnern, tuas Ciljriften ilum @eoen beroegen forr. 

Ci1)riften geoen nur um Ci1)rifti tuilIen. 
~aurus fdjreibt !Rom. 12, 1: ,,;;Sdj erma~ne eudj, fieoe mrUber, 1l11rdj 

hie marm~erijigfeit ®o±±es, bat ~r eure BeTher oegeoe± ilum ;[Jvfer, bas ba 
Iebenbig, ljeiIig unb @ott tl:JoljIgefiilIig fei, roeIdje£l rei euer berniinftiget 
@o±tesbienf±." .\?ier fag± bet ~pofter fiat unb beutridj" bat nUt biejenigen 
)!Betfe nnb ®aben, hie aus Eieoe au ®ott gefdjeljen, bem '\?(§rrn gefaUen. 
~a£l einaige, tua§ un~ ilum @eocn bellJegen foU, ift 1\te 5t'atfadje, bat ~riftn§ 
rein teures mlut au unferer (§tIofung betgoffen ljat. ~as bringt andj Butljer 
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in ber WU5Iegung be5 3tneiten ~rrtifeI5 fdjon Bum Wu5brucf. @irft nadjbem 
gefagi tnorben ift: "bet midj betIornen unb berbammien IDlenfdjen erIOfet 
fjat, erlDorlien unb ge!nonnen bon allen 6iinben, bom ;itnDe unD bDn bet 
®el1JaU be£; ;;rel1fef,:;, niclji mit ®oIb nber 6illier, fonbern mit feinem fjci" 
ligen, ±euren Q3Iu± l1nb mit feinem unfdjuIbigen 2eiben unb 6ieroen", faf)ri 
2uifjer fort: "auf baf3 iclj fein eigen fei unh in feinem 8leidj unier ifjm 
lelie unbifjm biene". ~,:; gefjori 3um Wlie ber dj·riftHdjen 2efjre l10n hen 
gu±en !.illerfcn, haB aUe5 @eoen ein ~anf fur hie ®nabe ®OHC5 in C&fjrif±o 
fein mUf3. 

~iefen Sianblntnft bilrfen tnit un5 nid)t berrucfen fallen. 
~le @cfafjr ba5lt iff fefjr grof3. @i5 ifi feiher in hiefer lei~ien Bei± bor 

hem ~ungf±en ::rage gang unb galie getnnrhen, bat bie djriftlidje Stirdje ifjre 
®efher aufliringen miidjie hurdj Unterfjartungen, Sfonset±e unh WU5f!uge, 
hurdj meranfiaUung bon 20±ierien ober metIofungen, ia burdj ;itan3~ unb 
Sauffefte. ~a5 aUe5 ift ®ott ein ®reue!, unb hie S\'irclje unh ber ~ame 
unfer5 liehen ®oiie5 roerhen baburdj gefiifter±. Unb tnenn tnir C&fjrif±en 
foldj nrdjlidje5 Unroefen lief±ii:nhig um un£; fefjen, f±efjen l1Jir in ®efafjr, 
bat audj unfer djriftridje5 ®etniffen aligeftumlJfi tnirh ltnb tnir audj gerne 
ba£; niitige ®eIb fUr einen Sfircf)liau unb fur bie ~tfjaIiung be5 6djuf" un1> 
~rebigtamt5, lDenn audj nid)t burdj 20Herien unb ;;ranae, fo hodj tnenig~ 

1ten5 111lrclj S\'onilerle unh UnierfjaIiungen auf6ringen mi:icljien. imir tniebet~ 
fjolen, baB C&fjriften aUe gu±en imede nur um C&fjrifti, ifjre5 Cl5dofer5, tnillen 
tun, nur C&fjrif±n au ~iC1lf±' ®u±e !.illerfe bor ®ott finb nur bie !.illerre, 
bie mit ben 3efjn (I)c(1o±en tm Cl5infiang fiefjen unb aU5 2ielie ilU ®o±± ge" 
fdjefjen. ~ic Wbfidjt, in ber hie bon ®oii gelioienen !.illede getan tnerhen, 
enifdjeibe± ein3ig unb anetn iiIlet ben imert ber !.illede. imenn be5fjafb fofdje, 
bie S1inbet ®otte':; f ein luollen, mit imerfen, bie nidjt hurdj bie Q3armfjeqtg" 
feit ®ottc':; fjetl10tgerufen iuurben, bor ®ott tommen, bann ruff ifjnen ®ott 
hurdj ben ~rolJfje±en WCalcadji 3U: ,,~dj tnill hen Sfnt eurer 'iSeieriage cudj 
in':; ~ngeiidjt tnetfen", Sl'al-'. 2, 3. !.illenn alier ein C&~rift meif3, tnie fauer 
bem &JeUanbe feine ~rIOfung getnorben if±, unb tnenn er aU5 ~anf .bafUr 
gerne etlna5 bon bem &Jab unb ®ut, ba5 ®oti i~m audj nodj gefdjenrt fjat, 
ber llirdje ober feinem notrei.benben 9Cadjften gilit, bann ift ba5 ein gar 
foftIidje5 imed. mon foIdjen imetfen rebei ber &JCI5tr WCattfj. 10,42: "imet' 
biefer ®eringften einen nur mit einem Q3edjer laUen !.illaffer5 ±tiinfe± in 
eine5 ~unger5 ~amen, tnafjrlidj, idj lage eudj, e5 tnitb ifjm nidjt unlieIofjnet 
bleiben." 60Idje imetfe finb tneriboffer al§ aUe':; ®eIb unb ®ut in ber imert. 
&JhnmeI unb' @irbe unb aUe5, tna5 htinnen iff, foU bergefjen, alier bie guten 
!.illetfe ber C&fjriften tnetben nodj gerii~mt am ~iingften Stage, IDlattfj. 25, 34 ft. 

@eIber, bie '6ei Unterfjartungen fjerau5flJringen, finb ®ott nidj± an~ 
genel)m, tnenn bie UntcrI)aItung in ber W6fidjt beranftartet tnurbe, aUf biefe 
imeife ®cIbmit±el au liefommen. imit Iefen nidjt5 babon, bat aur Beit ber 
~lJnfter dJtifHidje ®emeinbcn Sfonaerle unb WlienbunierfjaIiungen beran~ 

ftartet fjatien, um diva ®elb fiir Wrme, imittnen unb !.illaifen unb fur ®e" 
meinbe3tnecre 3U befommen. mielmefjr fdjreili± bet WlJofteI: ,,~ruf cinen 
iegIicljen Sabbaiet lege bei fidj fellift ein iegIidjer unier eudj 1mb fammle, 
tna5 ifjn gut biinn, aUf bat nidjt, tnenn idj' fomme, hann aUeretft hie Steuer 
[ba5 fjeit±, SloUefie] 3u fammeln jei", 1 SPor. 16, 2. ~en C&fjriften tnirb ge~ 
fagt, bat fie arlieiten foUen, auf bat fie fja6en, 5U gelien ben Wrmen. imenn 
be5fjaffi ein ~ugenbberein eine Unterfjaltung aU5 bem ®runbe gege6en ljat. 
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11m to cine fUr hen aHen 2Tham angene~mere 11nh oeq11emere lilleif e au finllen,. 
filr llie S'ttrd}e au geoen, Dann ift e~ berfe~r±. @ine @emeinbe tu± redjt 
baran, tDenn fie dne (\jaoe be~ ~ugenhberein~ a!iIe~nt, hie ]0 au]tanbe gc~ 
fommen iff. '(!fine C5Jcmcinbe bJill bamit bem ~ugenllberein mit ffiedj± fagen, 
Dat feine @·aoc C5Jott nicljt angene~m iei, bJei! fie au~ llem falfdjen )Bel1)eg~ 
grunb gegeoen bJurhc. C5JeIbcr, bie 6ei Un±er~altungen ~erau~n:Jtingen, fann 
eine @emeinDe mit (lltiem (S)ebJiffcn anne~men, bJenn fie Dafiir~iir±, bat 
in i~rer lmUte ber ~etue(lgrunb sum 0)c6en gar nidjt in {Srage gefterrt ift. 
~ie ~ugenh ~a± ficlj llid \l!r6eit geml1C~t, um einen e~roaren Un±er~altung§~ 
aoenb 3U beranftaIien. ®idj cine beq11emere lilleife 311m @eoen au ber~ 
fdjaffen, batan I)a6en bie jungcn Beu±e nicl)± im entfernteften gebadjt. lilliil)~ 

renD bie ~l1genb fidj aUf bief en 2Tbenb lJor6ereitete, l)a±±e fie hntner )Be~ 
fcl)iiftigung unt, Unterl)al±ung unb fam nicljt in )Berfuc~ung, an anDern, 
fiinbIidjen )Bergniigungen teiraune~men. ®ie ~at audj Unfof±en gel)ao± oei 
ber )Beranf±altung De~ {Sefte~. Um biefe au hecren, bJirb ein Heiner @in~ 

tri±±~prei~ lJedangt. ~ie~ bJirh audj nodj au~ Dem @runhe bedangt, Damit 
nidjt aUe~ )Borf ~eroeiftriimt unb Den gemil±ridjen \lXbenb ftort. lillenn nun 
hurdj hen )Bedauf her ®intritgtarien bie Unfoften nicljt gebecrt toerDen, 
lm1U fie Der ~ugenDlJerein au~ ber eigenen StaHe oeaa~ren. lillenn aoer 
e±bJa~ @eIb iiorigoleibi, bJa~ fidjerIidj meifien§ Der {Sall ift, Dann ~at er 
bie~ e~rHdj lJerbient unb fann e§ mit gutem @ebJiffen in Die Staff e flieten 
laffen. lillenn nun ber ~uget1bbercin ber @emeinbe am ®nbe be~ ~al)re~ 
e±bJa§ au~ ber Sraffc an6ie±e± obcr filr anbere gute ,BbJecfe e±bJa~ C5Je1b gi6t, 
fo fann bie~ mit guinn (l)eluifien angenommen bJerben. )Borau§gefe~t if±, 
bat in ber ganaen (\)emeinbe, audj 6ei ber ~ugenb, ~inliingIiclj oefannt ift, 
bat nur um C£~tif±i tDiIlen gege6en lnerben foU, unb fomit ber djriftficl)e 
)BebJeggtunb nidJi in ben .\)inicrgrunIJ gebriingt bJirb. morau~gefe~t tj± 
ferner, bat Die @emeinbc bafilr~im, lJernilnftigerbJeife nidjt in ben mer~ 
badjt au fommcn, aI0 06 fie 611 ber lilleif e ber liller± unb Der ®eftenfircljcn 
i~re ,Buffllclj± genommen ~iit±e, um fUr firdjIidje ,Btoecfe @eIbmittel au be~ 
10mmen. lman fann auclj nidjt einfaclj fagen, bau baburclj errgerni~ ge~ 
geoen bJirb; benn e~ ift ®adje ciner jeben einaeInen @emeinbe unD cine§, 
jeben efn3dnm (ffjriften, nadj, getoif1en~af±et \!3'riifung ilU entfdjeiben, bJa~ 
un±er i~ren )Berl)iiHniffen iirgerIidj ift oDer nidjt. {SreUidj ift @efal)r bor~ 
l)anben, bau ber djriftficlje ~etoeggtllnD amn C5Je6en b>odj leidjt in mer~ 
geffenl)ei± germ, lUenn biefe lilleife au einer \lId ftel)enben @inricljtung in 
ber @emeinbe Wirb. morficljt ift inuner am lj3la~. 

C5Jott geoe, bat Wit aUe~, tDa~ in unfern C5Jemeinben gefdjie~±, aUein 
bom <5ianbpunfte be~ lillorte~ @otte~ au§ oeurieHen 1 ~a'6ei tnollen lUir 
beftiinbig oetonen, bau bie ®djrift bon bem, ber au~ 52ieoe au @o±t bircH 
filr fircljridje unb bJoI)rtiitige ,BbJecre giN, fagt: ,,@inen friil)lidjen @e6er 
l)at @ott lieo." (Sfirdjen6Iatt filr ~rafUien.) 

Making the Most of Our Congregation Meetings. 
Concerning this topic there was a finc discussion at a recent conference, 

from which the following points a.re offered for wider consideration. 
1. All the men of the congregation who are not physically or mentally 

handicapped should, jf possible, be induced to become voters and to take 
part in the work of the congregation. The customary age is twenty-one, 
when they reach their majority; but young men over the age of eighteen 
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may well be encouraged to attend as visitors. Women are not to take part 
in the deliberations of the ekkksw, but they should be encouraged to ask 
questions and to talk over the business of the congregation with their hus­
bands, 1 Cor. 14,35, also to pray for the success of the meetings. 

2. The meetings of the congregation should be conducted in an orderly 
and efficient manner, 1 Cor. 14, 33. 40. To this end we need well-indoctri­
na ted men (and the voters' meetings should also serve this need), also 
such as understand the principles of parliamentary rules. 

3. Every congregation needs a good constitution and by-laws, brief and 
clear, and available for reference at all times. Important resolutions, 
especially such as permanently affect any part of the congregation's work, 
should be indexed for the use of the secretary. 

4. The order of business should be drawn up by the board of elders 
in advance of the regular meeting. It shoulfl be practical, follow the best 
parliamentary procedure, and include regular reports of all standing and 
special committees as well as the societies which operate under the aus­
pices of the congregation. The followillg items should lJe on every order 
or business: Devotional opening; ten minutes for the presentation and 
discussion of the work of the Church at large; minutes; reception of new 
members; report of treasurer and fim1ncial secretary; report of boards, 
standing and special committees; reports of parish-school, Sunday-school, 
young people's society, and other organizations; report of delegates to 
organizations with which the congregation is affiliated (publicity, char­
ibble societies. educational organizations, etc.); unfinished business; new 
business. 

5. It is desirable that all members be furnished with a mimeographed 
copy of the order of business. This will save time, because it is conducive 
to following an orderly proceuure. Roll-call, especially in larger congre­
gations, may well be done by means of cards which are distributed in 
time and collected at the close of the meeting. All reports and recom­
mendations should be presented in writing, preferably in triplicate type­
written form (reporter, chairman, secretary). 

6. A good chairman is essf'ntial for successful meetings (good judg­
ment, determination, firmness, calmness, friendliness, tact, par liamen­
tarian), also an efficient secretary (careful, conscientious, scrupulously 
exact, ability to summarize discussions). 

7. Cases of church discipline should not be disposed of in a perfunctory 
manner, but in a way that all members realize the purpose of winning 
erring brethren. Above all, Matt. IS should actually be observed, not 
merely referred to. 

S. Among the topics with which the meeting proper can be opened 
may be mentioned: The work of Synod, missions at home and abroad, 
education in the congregation and elsewhere, stewardship, young people, 
marriage, the liturgy and church customs, unionism, lodge, heterodox 
denominations, adiaphora, etc. It is essential that these topics be well 
prepared and interestingly presented to give the members something in 
every meeting that is helpful, to assist them in solving their problems, and 
to effect a better attendance at meetings. At the same time members 
should be encouraged to put the information to use, to discuss the wel-
fare of the congregation and of the Church at home. P. E. K. 
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ZVVeeYEl tit; aym?6v. 
These words are from the well-known and comforting words of Paul, 

Rom. 8, 28: "We know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose." It is 
a truth which has already comforted countless numbers that, no matter 
what may betide, "all things work together for good to them that love God," 
even though it be a cross. 

It is interesting at least to find parallels or near-parallels to this 
sentiment in extra-Biblical writings. In the, 001-PU8 Hermetioum, a, body 
of writings variously dated from ca. 100 B. O. to 300 A. D., ascribed to 
Hermes Trismegistus1, in Libellus IX, § 4 b, we find the statement naym 

aya<p8eet elq ,~y yyWOtV. "Does this mean that He 'makes his sufferings 
contribute to the increase of his gnosis,' i. e., that they bring him nearer to 
God or that he 'finds an explanation of them in his gnosis,' in the light of 
which he sees that they are blessings in disguise?" says W. Scott in a com­
mentation on the Hermetica. 

Again, we find the statement ,n "a"n floyor; aya-iJonote'. Hermes Tris­
megistus "finds good in the sufferings inflicted on him. The pagan writer 
here shows something of the spirit of those Ohristians who rejoiced in 
martyrdom," says W. Scott. If this was written, as is contended, about 
280-300 A. D., what hinders us from assuming that the writer was in­
fluenced by the Ohristian religion? May he not have heard similar words 
from Ohristians? Plotinus, an exponent of the Neo-Pla,tonic system, bm-n 
about 203 A. D. in Egypt, died at Puteoli 262 A. D., who may have been 
influenced, though inadvertently, by Ohristianity, says 4. 3. 16: el .5'aya~o. 

o [lNu"a neor; av~edJ:n:())Y] na{}d;", elr; aym'Joy ~ uJ.ev,~ ro')7:())Y. 
K. G. MANZ. 

Pyramids and Their Purpose. 
This is the headipg of an article by Noel F. Wheeler in the March, 

1935, number of the British journal Antiquity. He describes both the 
Pyramid Age in the narrower sense (3000 to 2500 B. 0.) and the Great 
Pyramid. Whereas the average handbook of Egypt will speak of some 
twoscore structures known as pyramids, the author enumerates a total 
of 192 such structures, giving the approximate date, the place, the owner, 
the dynasty, the size -of the base in each instance, the height, and the 
angle of the slope. It is clear from all investigations that the pyramids 
were largely associated with the religious beliefs of the Egyptians, in­
cidentally also that the ancient Egyptians were people of a very high 
mentality and of great religious fervor. P. E. K. 


