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Ein Prediger 1I1U88 n1eht aIleln ID.~, 
also dUs er die Schafe unterwelae, wi. 
ole rechte Christen lO11en seln. sondem 
ouch daneben den Woe1fen weMen, da.se 
iie die Schafe nicht ancrelfen und mit 
falacher Lehre Tertuehren und Irrtum ein· 
fuehren. -'- Luther. 

E. at keln Ding, daa die Leute mehr 
bel der Kirch. behaelt denn die gute 
Predigt. - ~polollia. ~rt . t .. 

It the trumpet giTe an uncertain lOund, 
wbo oball prepare himself to the battle? 
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Miscellanea. 

meltc~l.ltld)1utgcn iiucr l.'Jll$ ~od 9Rofocfj. 
~ie§ lffiort, ba§ nn jielicn :steffen bc§ 2(Hen ;iteftamen±0 borfommt, 

ift bi§~cr aUgemein [10)[ einem GllotenbiIb berftanben ttlotben, ba§ in bider 
~inficljt ber Shonodjtntlte bon Slnrt~n!1o il~nnclj gel11efen fein foU. :So 
l11itb ~)(o1oclj auclj in a[ien id~t georiiuc1JHc~en llCacljfcljlagettleden gefcljHbert. 

~iirvnclj ~at alier )]Srof. Ih. £)tto ®if)feIbt~SjaUe einge~enbe B'orfcljungen 
lJeranftaItet, bie (1' in Sjcft 3, 1933, )13eitriige aUt fftefigion§gefcljicljte be§ 
~mertum§", unb in :;Sn~rgnng 11, "f\'o1'fcljungen unb B'ortfcljritte", :So 280 f., 
lleroffentIicljt ~at. :0n lettetem 2(ttifel 1efen Inir unter anberm: ,,2(oer bon 
bem lffiorte molc = ,®eriiIibe' mUf3 noclj etroa§ au§fii~rIicljer bie fftebe fein. 
SDas lffiort finbet ficlj, roie fcljon [~aIlot geaeigt ~at, auclj in Bluet iJunifcljen 
,:;snfcljriften aus borriimifcljer 3dt, roo man bie ~onfonnnten mlk - mlr bie 
,\(onfonanten luerben ia im ~unifcljen gefcljtieoen - bis~er aIs malk ober 
milk, ,,\1'onig', erfiiirt ~at. 2(oer man mUf3 noclj itber 0:~abo± ~inau§ge~en; 
in einer ganaen fftei~e anberer f\'iiUe roeift ficlj bas oi§1)et aIs ,~iinig' ber. 
ftanbene mlk iJunifcljer :;snfcljriften bierme~r aIs molk, ,®efiiobe', au§ unb 
ermogIiclj± 10 oei mancljen auclj iett noclj b1eioenben l1nburc~ficlj±igfeiten 
cine oeffere @rffiintng Diefer :;'\nfc~tiften. - lffiicljtiger noclj if±, bat lJon 
~ier au§ auclj ba0 lIlolpk DeS: ~men 5reftmnen±0 in eine neue meleudj±ung 
tritt. 3uniicljft aeigr jiclj, hal) hie iiocrIieferte )BofaIifation molek gana 
ticlj±ig ift. )Bor ltUem aIler IDirD nm, bat Die bor biefem lffiort fte~enbe 
~riiiJofition Ie fo, niC£)t la (--= Ie mit ~IrtHcr), au lefen ift, bie ein ~atill" 
aetcljen fein unD ,nn', ,fih' ujttl. bebeu±en fann, ~ier roie in anbern gnna 
einbeutigen B'iiUen, ehua 1 Weof. 22, 2, lJieIme~r ,aIs' oebeutet, bat bie be~ 
treffenben lffienbungen alfo mit ,nIs: ~)(orcf (= ®eriiobeoiJfet) ttlei~en ober 
geoen' unb nicljt etlun mit ,bem ))JMef tuei~Cl1 ober geoen' au iioerfeten finb. 
~amit berfcljttlinbe± ber angebIiclje ®o±t .wcoloclj aus ber ®efcljicljte. SDie 
~iet in mdracljt fommenben ~inberoiJfet finb lJielme~r ~a~be Datgeoracljt 
tDorben, unb erf! fefunbiir - offenoar au edliiren aus bem meftreoen ber 
jiibifcljen :ScljriftgeIe~rlen, i~ren &oti bon einem berattigen ()iJfet au oe. 
freien - ift ber ()iJfetoegriff ,.wcold' in ben Wamen eines ®i.iten umge. 
beute± l1Jorben. u 

:So in±ereffant biefe 2(u§fii~rungen an unb filr ficlj finb, fo oebnrf Me 
!Srage boclj noclj roeiterer l1nterfucljungen, aumal ber ))Came 2(iJoft. 7, 43, roie 
es fcljeint, bon einem &iiten georauclji rolrb. 2(uf ieben B'all ift bie iJ~iIo~ 
Iogifclje l1n±erfudjung anregenb. ~. @. ~. 

Christ's Descent into Hell and the Nicene Creed. 
The question has been asked why the Creed of Nicaea has no reference 

to Christ's descent into hell. The question seems rather important, since 
one usually regards the Apostolic Creed as being more ancient than the 
Nicene. But as a matter of fact the Nicene Creed is the earliest complete 
creed of the Christian Church. It is true that the baptismal confession 
as it was in use in various parts of the Church contained a nucleus of the 
Apostolic Creed and even many individual phrases. But the old Roman 
Confession does not contain a reference to the descent, nor does that of 
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Southern Gaul. The confession of Cyprian concerns only the Trinity, the 
forgiveness of sins, and the life everlasting. The confession of Origen also 
omits any reference to the descent. The same is true with regard to Lucian 
of Antioch and Enscbius of Caesarea. Even after the date of Nicaea we 
find no reference to this doctrine, for example, not in Cyril of ,Jerusalem, 
not in the Apostolic Oonstitutions nor ill the confessions of ~farcellus of 
Ancyra in Galatia and of Rufinus of Aquileia, in Italy. 

As a matter of fact, this doctrine was in no way in dispute at this 
time, and that is evidently the reason why the Nicene Creed did not in­
clude the statemcnt. But the final form of the Apostolic Creed, as gen­
erally accepted about 460 A. D., at the time of Bishop Faustus of Reji, 
contained the words "He descended into hell," and thc Church has since 
used this confession with a direct refercnce to Christ's descent. 1'. E. K. 

1 Cor. 3, 12-15. 
In the third chapter of the First Epistle to the Corinthia11S, Pa.ul 

speaks of factions and divisions among the Corinthians, brought about 
by the too human element of personal likes and dislikes, of loyalty to 
a particular teacher like Apollos or Paul. He warns them against this 
carnal tendency of theirs, v. 3. They should not say, "I belong to Apollos," 
or, "I belong to Paul." Both Apollos and Paul belong to them. All things 
belong to them, v. 21, Paul, Apollos, Peter, the world, life, death, the present 
and the future, everything. But they belong to CllTist, and Christ belongs 
to God. 

Of course the human element does come in. God uses human beings 
to preach His Gospel. Thus Paul, too, preached. He laid the foundation, 
and other human beings will preach after he is gone and build on the 
foundation that he has laid. But let everyone take care how he preaches; 
for no one can lay any other foundation than that which is laid, namely, 
Jesus Christ. The builders of the future are not to change anything in 
the fundamental design, either by adding to the foundation or taking away 
a part of it, but stick to the outline which by the grace of God the wise 
master buil<ier gave them. After the foundation to a building has been 
laid, it is not possible to deviate from it to the right or to the left without 
changing the foundation, but one can only build on top of it. That is 
obvious. Thus we are not to deviate either to the right or to the left 
from the doctrine of Jesus Christ which Paul, by the grace of God a wise 
master builder, has lai<i down so surely, so clearly, so completely, and so 
well, but only to build on it, on top of it. 

Still the human element continues. The Church is built up by dif­
ferent kinds of preachers, who should nevertheless all confine themselves 
to the doctrine which Paul has laid down. Some, while preaching the 
correct doctrine, manifest a great deal of oratorical and other personal 
abilities. It may be that Apollos was of that sort. Others may possess 
great ability in advertising and organizing. Some may possess the gift 
of poetry and write hymns for all the Church to sing. Some voices may 
be feeble and their sermons dryas dust, wood, hay, stubble, with which 
not much that is lasting will be built. There are various methods of doing 
mission-work, for instance, some that produce lasting results and others 
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having results that are not so lasting, though the missionaries in ques­
tion lllay agree in doctrine. Luther, we might say, did not, in building, 
use much straw, but chiefly gold and precious stones, though lllany of his 
successors may use somewhat wooden material. Time will tell, and Judg­
ment Day will reveal everything. That does not mean that these straw­
builders will not be saved, - for they believe in Christ, - but that which 
they built with the straw of their human strength (supposedly) and 
hmnan weaknesses will be lost. All those who believed in the Christ they 
preached will be saved, but not those who were attracted solely by other 
things. The latter will disappear not only on .Judgment Day, but also in 
time of tribulation. 

This passage Tefers directly neither to heretics nor to the heterodox. 
We know that there are believers wherever Christ is preached, even if it 
be by heretics or the heterodox. To include them, however, it would be 
necessary to use a different illustration. Paul is not concerned with them 
here, or he would have employed different imagery. He is concerned only 
with those who build on the foundation which he has laid down, not with 
those who preach a doctrine which runs counter to his, whether it be the 
doctrine of Holy Communion or of predestination. Illustrations of this 
kind are difficult, and it is usually impossible to get everything into them. 
The heterodox do not fit in anywhere in this picture. \Vhat they teach, 
in so far as it is heterodox, is not built on the foundation, but away from it. 
It is not only useless, it runs counter to Scripture and is dangerous. Paul 
refers here only to the worthless and useless human element in our efforts 
to build the kingdom of God on the t1'ue doctrine. Apollos was not hetero­
dox, nor were his partisans in Corinth. But all tllat the partisan spirit 
was building up in Corinth was wood, straw, stubble. Therefore Paul 
warns against it, not against any false doctrine that was being preached. 
The same warning applies to any partisan spirit and exaggerated pride 
in any church-body, to ballyhoo methods, etc. Against false doctrine Paul 
would have warned in an altogether different way, as is abundantly clear 
from his writings. 

This passage therefore has no bearing on the problem of Christian 
fellowship with heterodox, either for or against. The partisan spirit 
against which Paul here warns, this glorying in men and in human 
strength, is no doubt one of the factors which have contributed to the 
sorry condition of the Church to-day with its multitudinous sects, but 
must not be confused with the rejection of clearly revealed doctrines of 
the Holy Scriptures which meets us in the message of false teachers. 

KURT ZORN. 

Women Canvassers. 
The Workm's Manual gives this definition: "The annual Every-member 

Ca.nvass is a Scriptural plan, employed by many congregations of the Ev. 
Luth. Synod of Missouri, Ohio, and Other States, whereby congregations 
of our Synod each year, through a house-to-house, member-to-member, can­
vass, seek to provide funds to meet the financial needs for the home con­
gregation and for the work of the Synod at large." Representatives care­
fully chosen from the rank and file of the whole congregation endeavor to 
secure subscriptions for the work of the Church. The question has been 



54 Miscellanea. 

asked, May such canvassers be women? The question implies the possi­
bility that the restrictions which the Bible places upon women's activities 
in the Church may pertain to such canvassers. 

Scripture teaches woman's subordination to man, e. g., 1 Cor. 11, 3-9; 
Eph. 5, 22-24; 1 Pet. 3, 1. 5. G. On this ,\'e are agreed. 

A manner of subordination St. Paul teaches 1 Cor. 14, 34. 315 and I Tim. 
2,1 L 12. St. Paul here says: "Let your women keep silence in the churches." 
In the Timothy passage the word ChU1'oh is not used. While it is generally 
conceded that the apostle also here is speaking of women's silence in the 
Church, we say to those not so ready to admit this that the passage in 
1 Cor. 14 supplements the Timothy passage. The apostle certainly does not 
mean to sa,)" that women must always be silent; he does, however, men­
tion a.n occasion when they should be silent, namely, in the church. \;Ve 
are Hot discussing woman suffrage ill general; our question is, What cloes 
the apostle mean when he says: \;Vomen shall be silent in the church? 

,Vhat does Aa:t.Lv lv 8",,,,2')(Jiq., to speak in the church, mean? The 
nature of the letter, as also the context, sho'ws that St. Paul here does not 
use the word e7c7clesia in the general sense of gathering, or assembly, secu­
lar or otherwise: nor does he mean tIle communion of saints, the one holy 
Christian Chnrch, since that would enjoin silence upon the woman every 
time two or three believers aTe gatllCrecl together. In the latter sense he 
could not use the plural 8",,,,i.rlolalQ. Evidently he means, and only can 
mea.n, the gathering, the as~mbly, of the congregation. From sources 
at hand we refer to the following' who take St. Paul here to mean the public 
assembly of the congregation: G. Stoeckhardt, CONe. THEOL. MONTHLY, V, 
766 tT.; F. Pieper, Dogrnati7c, I, (l39; I'. E. Kretzmann, PO]). Gam. j Bengel, 
Gnomon j Starke, Synopsis; Weimarer Bibel; Charles Hodge on the pas­
sages in question. 

The public speaking and teaching in the congregation, in the presence 
of men, is forbidden. If a woman canvasser goes from house to house· so­
liciting subscriptions for the work of the Church, there encounters a man 
or a group of men, and finds it necessary to explain or admonish, such 
speaking is not done in the ehurch and therefore is permissible. 

However, there is another phase. In his capacity as chairman of an 
elaborate committee the canvasser may have to appear befOTe the voters' 
meeting or the entire congregation to advise, explain, or report. In that 
capacity or in any similar position on the committee which woulel bring 
her before the congregation as the teacher of men the woman canvasser 
would be out of place. 

The answer to our question, accorcling to Scripture, then, is: .A woman 
may be a canvasser if and inasmuch as her assignment does not place her 
in a position where sh(; has to speak before the congregation or a represen­
tative part thereof in the capacity of teacher. 

The congTegation which finds it feasible to delegate women with the 
restriction given above does not violate a. Scriptural principle. 

This is not an open question, since the apostle says: "They are com­
manded to be uncler obedience, as also saith the Law." 

Ortonville, Minn. \;VM. H. HARTMAN_ 


