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Pialm 90, 10.

Yusg dem Yuffab von F. Ahaus (Theologifde Aufjase, 11, &. 150 §f.)
itber bas Pfalmivort ,Wenn Has Leben Ioftlich gefvefen ift, fo ift e3 Miife
und Urbeit getvefen”, fei folgendesd mitgeteilt. Der Gebraifde Urtert jagt
in foortlicher {tberfebung: unjered Rebensd ,Eeprdnge” (oder ,Stolz”) ,ift
Miihfal und Nidhtigkeit” (ober ,CEntiaujdung”). Dazu {dreidbt Otto SGeel:
»Bad wird aud diefem tritben und miitden RitdbiiE [Ded Pebrdifdhen Tertesd]
unter der Feder desd {iberfebers? . . . Ruiher madjte ausd der miiiben Lebens-
betrachtung ein tapfered und frohed Befenninid zum Werte der Yrbeit. Sie
ijt der ¥oftliche Inhalt eined langen Rebend. Dieg Vefenninid {Hopft aus
per jdaffensfrofen, tatendurfiigen bdeutfden Seele und fingt mit venig
Worten ein Hobhesd Lied der Urbeit.” Thomasd Reutfart {dreibt in Hauersd
Beit{drift ,Deutfdher Glaube”: ,E3 ift ergreifend, zu fefen, wie in Luiber,
ber in Diefem Falle dod) fider jinngemdher Crf{drer der Bibel fein twollte,
feine nordifd)-arifdhe Subftang durdibridht mit einer Wudht, dafy er die Wahr-
Beit deg Tertes opfert ber metaphpfijhen Wabhrheit feined Rafjeempfindens
und jeinesd nordifden Seelentums, dasd in diefem Falle anders {pridht und
penft al3 bdasjenige, wovon bdie Vibel der Nieberfdlag ift. ,Dad LReben ijt
utefr alg ein Ridhts, und die Wrbeil iff nidgt nur Mithial und Plage, jon-
pern ettrad Rojtlicged.” ©So proteftiert Luiher an diefemn Ungelpuntt nor-
bifder Rebensfrommigfeit nicht nur gegen Rom, nein, in diefem Falle gegen
bas Chriftentum. . . . Diefed BVefenninid Lutherd zu Yrbeit und Tageslaft
und Retftung ift edht nordifdhe Lebensfrommigleit, die dag Leben nidht YHei-
ligt burd) Plalmenfingen und Kirdjengehen, fondern vor allem durd) werf-
tatiged Sdaffen.”

Singt Luther wirflid) aus {einer deutfden Seele Heraus ein Hohes Lied
Der Urbeit? Davon fann feine Rede fein. Schon das lateinifhe Wort
labor (Bulgata) bebeutet nidt nur ,NArbeit”, fondern ,Not”, ,Drangfal”,
#DMithleligfeit”, ,DBejdwerlichfeit”. Jm lebteren Sinne Hat Luther das
lateinifdhe und {pdter dbad von ihm wiedergegebene Hebrdifche Wort in feinen
Univerfitdisporlefungen itber die Plalmen audgelegt. Dasz Wort ,Urbeit”
Hat den gleidjen Doppelfinn iwie die lateinijdhe Enifpredung ,labor: es
fann ,Arbeit” in unferm Sinne und ,Mithjal”, ,Not” begeidnen. Die
@rundbedeutung des Worted ift ,Mithfal”, ,mithieliged Wert”. DBeide Ve-
peutungen fommen aud) bei Luther in feiner Bibelitberfebung bor. So gibt
RLuther Jef. 58, 11 bie febrdifdgen Worte, die, genau itberfept, beberten:
~Mihfal jeiner Seele”, mit der Jerrliden Wenbung mieder: ,darum daf
feine Seele gearbeitet fat”. $Hier ift gang deutlidh, daf nidht von Wrbeit
im engeren &inne die Rebe ift, fondern einfad) bom Leiden der Seele, dad
freilid) guglei Tat, namlid) Tragen und Dulben, ift. Ebenfo meint die
Stelle Offendb. 14, 13: ,Ja, der Geift fpricht, dap jie ruben von ibrer
Arbeit”, nidht nur die Wrbeit in unferm Sinne, fonbern alle IMithjal bes
Qebensd. Gang aufer Biveifel jteht die Bedeutung ,Mithial” vor allem an
ben Stellen, bie ,Mithe” und ,Wrbeit” im Paralelidmud bieten, alfo bet
Sef. 43, 24; ebenfo in PRY. 55, 11 und Sir. 51, 35. Ju bdie Reihe diefer
Stellen gehsrt unfer LVers. Luifer will jagen: Dad L[eben ift aud) in
jetnem beften ®ehalte ,Miihe und Arbeit”, dasd Yeifst, Mithjal, Not.
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Auch bie Geftalt Ded Sabed und ber gange Bujammenhang fithren auf
alled andere al3 auf ein ,Hofhes Ried der Urbeit”. Der Pialm Handelt bon
der Berginglichfeit und Nidytigleit Ded Rebens. So it e3 unmbglid, dak
Die bittere Rlage pliblidh in L. 10 durd) ein ,tapfered und frohes Befennt=
nig zum Werte Der Wrbeit” unterbrodjen und freundlid) temperiert fein
follte. Bubem: bder ©ab miifte dbann ja genau umgefelhrt gebaut fein:
»LWenn bad Leben Mithe und Wrbeit getvefen ift, dann ift e Witlid ge-
fwefen.”  Bei der Rebifion der Pialmeniiberfebung von 1531 driidte Melan-
@thon den Sinn unferd BVerfesd jo aus: ,Wenngleid) KRonige madiig und
gefpaltig find, bennod) ift eitel Mithjal (Elend).” RQuiher lehnte died Ver-
ftandnid ab und gab feine und befannte {berfebung. Sdjeel bdeutet das o,
ald Yhabe Luther bamit Ddie ,miibe Rebensbetradiiung” desd Teyted, bie
Melandthon wiebergad, fitr feine berfebung abgefviefen und an ihre Stelle
ba3 ,fapfere und frohe Befenninid zum Werte der Arbeit” gefebt. Uber
bavon fann feine Rede fein. Der Unterjdhied zwifden Melandhthons und
Qutherd LBerftadnbdnis ift nur diefer: IMelandthon will unter dem ,Veften”,
der Hohe Desd RQebensd, bie Herrlidhfett der Fiirften pverftehen; Luifer
dagegen denft an da3, was in jedem Menjdenleben ,foftlich” 1t

LQuther vertiindigt allecdings bie ,Wrbeit um der Arbeit toillen”. Gotf
Hat die Arbeit geboten. Er will durd) fie den Menden feiren Segen geben.
Luiher lad aber aud in feiner Bibel dasd Wort von dem Ader, der Dormen
und Difteln trdgt, und pon der Arbeit im SGiveif des WUngefihis, bie demt
vielfady unfrudgtbaren Uder bie notivendige Nahrung miihfelig abringen
muf; und er mufte mit dem alten Theologen von 1 PMof. 8, baf diefe
Mithfal und vielfadie Crgebnislofigfeit der Arbeit gbttlidger Flud ift. (Cf.
Genefizvorlefung, 1 Moi. 3, 17{f.; 5,29.) o ift fliv Luther die Urbeit,
fpie wir fie jebt tun mitffen, boll Segen und Flud) Gotted zugleid. Sie
gefdhieht mit Freuben um ded Segens iwillen, mit Seufzen um Dder bon
®ott ung Slinbern auferlegten Miihjal fvillen. Nidht Luiherd deutide
Geele adelt bad, wad andern ,ald Fludh galt”, zum Segen, fondern fein
Chriftenglaube (Ght thn in Dem, wad Flud 1§t und bleibt, zu-
gleid) ®otted Segnen erfennen und ergreifen.

Die Arbeit ald {oide ijt nidht Flud), jondern Gotted Ordnung Gon im
Paradiefe, 1 Pof. 2, 16. Wenn 3 dann in dem Liede pbon der Schopfung,
B 104, Deibt: ,Seht die Sonne auf . . ., da geht der Penfd) an jeine
Acbeit, fein Wdferiverf bis gum Ubend”, fo ift bad im Jujammenhange ded
Hymnus alles anbere alg refignierte Sflage, fondern ivie alled BVorige ein
Bug frofer Vetradtung gittlicher Schbpferfiille und -ordnung, dent dann
audy gleid) ber Preid Gotted folgt: ,Wie piel {ind deiner Werke, Goit! Sie
alle Baft bu fveife gefdaffen.” ECin Gegenfab bejteht nidht zivijden dexr
biblifGen und der germanifden Shagung der Arbeit, twohl aber
sioifGen Der Hiblifh-riftlihen, ivte wir fie aud) bei Quther finden,
und der modern=idealiftifden. Jene eif von der Wiirbe un d
bon Dem Fluche der Arbeit, diefe will nuxr bon der Wiirde und Freubde der
Arbeit foiffen. Wber fle fann fidh) nidht Halten mit thren {Honen LWorten
angefichtd bder Wicklichfeit. Jm Beitalter -eit borgejdrittener Wrbeits-
tetlung foiffen iwir pollends bavon. Dad ibealiftijde Men{entum muf fidh
diefe Nadtanficdgt der menfdhlidgen Sultur miglidhit ausd dben Yugen und qus
den @edanfen {Glagen, e3 midite fonit dasd Hohelied der Kultur auf den
Lippen crjterben. Fm (utherifgen Chriftenfum fwird die deutjde Art zu
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ihrem eigentlidjen (?) Wefen iviedergeboren. Wad ,beutide Arbeitdgefin-
nung” ift, judjen und finden wir im [utherifden Kirdenliede. Georg Niege
ichlielst fein PMorgenlied ,Nus meines Herzend Grunde” mit den Worten
Der Urbeitdfreudigleit:

Nnd jtred’ nun aud mein’ Hanbd,

@reif an bag Wert mit Freubden,

Dazu midy Gott bejdeiden .

Jn metn'm Beruf und Stand.
Aber zugleid fingt Tutherifhesd Chrijtentum mit Paul Gerhardtd Abendliede:

Dag Haupt, die Fith’ und Hinbde

Sind froh, bag nun zum Enbe

Die Wrbeit fommen fei,
und im Seufgen unter der Milhfal und vielfadhen BVergeblidhfeit uniers
Axbeitens blidt e3 aus nad) Gotted Civigfeit:

Dort in der etw’gen Ruh’

Jft Gottes Gnabdengade,
Die jdhleupt oll’ Uvbeit su. @,

Nudism and the Bible.

“According to the Bible the race began as nudists and did not become
nudists by discarding their clothing. In Eden, temperatures did not de-
mand protective clothing. Also there seems to be an inference that it was
pleasing to the Creator, for no word of censure attaches to the original
pair. Not until sin cast its shadow over their Eden home did the thought
of clothing enter. But when disobedience to the divine command became
an act in the eating of the forbidden tree, then immediately a realization
of nakedness and shame swept over them. ‘And the eyes of them both
were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig-
leaves together, and made themselves aprons’ (or girdles).

“The nudists of to-day being right, here was a mistake, a twofold error.
In the first place, they should not have been ashamed; and in the second
place, they should not have shielded their bodies from the beneficent rays
of the sun. Here also was an opportunity for an all-wise Deity to correct
an error by teaching the two that nudity was the divine will and mode.
Strange to say, He did nothing of the sort. Rather He stamped the cloth-
ing question with Heaven’s approval by providing them with the skins
of slain animals to replace the fig-leaf girdle. Was the all-wise God mis-
taken? Was this an error on His part so deep rooted that six thousand
years have been required to rectify it?

“But this was not the only slip of the Deity in the matter, granting
the truth of the nudist position. The only visible appearance of the Al-
mighty, or ‘theophany,” to speak theologically, where clothing is touched
upon is in the Book of Daniel. There it is recorded that Daniel saw the
Deity seated on a throne like the fiery flame, and ‘His garment white as
snow.” Why did not the King of the universe teach by example that
nudism was according to the divine will? Can we escape the inference that
clothing is the habit and example of the Infinite?

“David in a descriptive mood sings concerning Jehovah: ‘Thou art
clothed with honor and majesty, who coverest Thyself with light as with
a garment.’
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“Also head and shoulders above the best that mankind has ever at-
tained stands the solitary figure of the Man of Galilee. As to clothing,
we should reasonably expect a word of disapproval from His lips in the
matter of barring the violet ray from its essential action on the entire
epidermis. But we search in vain for His slightest intimation that cloth-
ing is superfluous. It certainly seems that the Teacher made a serious
omission in leaving out such an essential having to do with the health and
happiness of mankind when one word from His tongue would have saved
humanity so much.

“The Example of Christ.

“It may surprise our nudist friends to observe further that, when
Jesus was transfigured before His disciples, ‘His face did shine as the sunm,
and His raiment was white as the light” This transfiguration, Peter tells
us, was a picture of His coming again, which, as we all know, is yet
future. So with our eyes on the future appearing in glory of the Son
of Man, we discover that He even then has not advanced, in what the
nudists would have us believe is the truth, to the place where He has
ceased to wear raiment.

“And not only in the transfiguration scene does He appear clothed,
but some sixty years later John, the seer of Patmos, envisioned Him
‘clothed with a garment down to the foot.’” Once more John in prophetic
vigion sees Him, militant, on a white war horse, the armies of heaven at
His back, as He faces the awesome battle-field of Armageddon. On His
regal head are all the crowns of earth, and He was ‘clothed in a vesture
dipped in blood.’

“We gather, then, that Christ wore clothes on all occasions when
walking the earth as a man, that in all His resurrection appearances He
still was clothed, and that in His future revelation of Himself as King of
kings and Lord of lords He yet deems clothing fitting for the divine person.

“The Example of the Angels.

“Furthermore, the Book speaks of appearances in human form of
heavenly beings other than God the Father and Christ. The angels were
clothed. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary stood without the sepulcher
of Christ shortly after His resurrection. There had been a great earth-
quake. An angel of the Lord had rolled the stone from the door of the
sepulcher and was sitting upon it. ‘His countenance was like the lightning
and his raiment white as snow.

“The disciples walked with Jesus on the fortieth day following His
resurrection until they were opposite Bethany. A last word with them
and then, as their amazed eyes saw Him rise from the earth and disappear
in a cloud, suddenly they became conscious of an addition to their com-
pany. Two angels ‘stood by them in white apparel.’

“Cornelius, a Roman captain and a devout man, saw in a vision about
the ninth hour (3 p.M.) an angel of God. Telling Peter of it afterwards,
he said he was praying at the ninth hour, and ‘behold, a man [an angel]
stood before me in bright clothing.’

“John the apostle from the isle of Patmos, looking far into the future,
saw ‘a mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed in a cloud.” Again,
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in the same Patmos revelations, he saw seven angels ‘clothed in pure and
white linen.

“We are led again to the unavoidable conclusion that eclothing is the
rule of heaven; for we never hear of nude angels, and every reference
describing their persons speaks of the wearing of raiment. And we must
concede that the angelic beings of all the created living personalities have
the least reason to clothe themselves, since they are sexless and from
a frostless country, where the tree of life ever blooms.

‘“The Teaching of the Scriptures.

“It has been noted in the reports of nudist aggregations that there
are ministers of the Gospel in their ranks. This would raise the question
of the teachings of the Church regarding the clothing question. Do the
teachings of Christ and His apostles admit nudism or condone it among
Christians?

“Paul, the most prolific writer of the teachings of the Church, rules
‘that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel,” by which we learn
that the Church taught not only that its members should be clothed, but
modestly so. In the Book of Revelation one of the high rewards of the
future life is declared to be to ‘walk with Me [Christ] in white” And
again, ‘He that overcometh shall be clothed in white raiment.’

“Once more, the prophet of Patmos, looking in vision upon a scene
in heaven, sees twenty-four elders round about the throne of God ‘clothed
in white raiment.” After this the seer beheld a great multitude on the
other shore of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues ‘clothed
with white robes.” Yet again, John is given a vision of a triumphant host
of cavalry from heaven, riding white horses as they follow the victorious
Christ coming as world-conqueror. And John notes that they were ‘clothed
in fine linen, white and clean.’

“Once more we are driven to the conclusion that the teachings of the
Church, recorded in the New Testament, provide no excuse for the phe-
nomenon of nudism.

“Shameful Illustrations.

“That the Bible treats nakedness as shameful cannot be questioned.
Beginning with the first pair’s sense of shame and first attempts to clothe
themselves, down to the end of the Book, clothing is seen as essential, and
to be unclothed disgraceful. Noah, who became intoxicated, perhaps in-
nocently, not knowing the properties of fermented grape-juice, is an early
cage in point. He was ‘uncovered’ in his tent. His son Ham saw him
and told his brethren, many think mockingly. So serious was this offense
that it brought a curse upon the irreverent Ham and his line. His two
brothers showed a proper spirit of reverence, and also illustrate the
attitude of the time as regards nudity, by taking a garment on their
shoulders, and, walking backward, covered their father.

“The New Testament position is perhaps nowhere better illustrated
than in the case of the demoniac of Gadara. The extremity of his dementia
is emphasized by the declaration that he ‘wore no clothes.” Later, when
the evil spirit had been cast out by Christ, those who had heard of the
miracle and came to see found the man sitting at the feet of Jesus, ‘clothed
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and in his right mind.” The deduction seems inevitable — crazy, a nudist;
sane, a wearer of clothing.

“When the Spirit of Christ would emphasize the depths to which the
Church in Laodicea had sunk, He declared that she knew mnot that she was
‘wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked,” and in the same
paragraph He counsels her to ‘buy of me gold tried in the fire that thou
mayest be rich, and white raiment that thou mayest be clothed and that
the shame of thy nakedness do not appear.

“It will not be necessary to go further to demonstrate the Bible atti-
tude as to nudism. Naked is classed with such adjectives as ‘wretched,
and miserable, and poor, and blind’; and as though the sacred writer
were reaching for a climax in his word picture of spiritual sorrowfulness,
he adds: ‘and naked’ Then he admonishes that she purchase white
raiment ‘that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear.”’ The ‘shame of
thy nakedness’!

“Nudism in History.

“History has its own story to tell in the matter of nudism. Only the
most abjectly degraded of peoples have shed their clothing. Where civili-
zation and intelligence have ranked high, clothing has been the order.
Does this present movement justify the presumption that humanity has
begun to trek back to the jungle? that the race is sliding crazily into
the slough of utter grossness which is the final goal of the followers of the
flesh? True, its promoters now present a moral front; but when the
pressure of outraged decency is relaxed, when the audacious newness has
worn off — then what?

“Let us hope that this thing is but a foolish fad of what hag been dis-
cerningly called ‘the lunatic fringe’ of society, the crackpot corps, and that
these queer mental twists will soon tire of their childish attempt to shock
the sane, realizing that, instead of achieving mnotoriety, they have only
reaped disgust.” Rev. WiLLiam C. FAUCETTE, in Moody Monthly.

Corban.

This word, found Mark 7, 11 (cp. Matt. 15,5), is an Aramaic term sig-
nifying a special gift or offering devoted to God. Originally, Ex. 28, 38, it
designated a holy gift, some special offering presented to the Lord for
a specific reason and purpose. There seems to be a reference to such a gift
also in Matt. 23, 18. The peace-offerings of the Old Testament evidently
included offerings of thanksgiving and votive offerings, Lev. 3 and 7. They
were free-will offerings, not included in the stated sacrifices of the people.
Their purpose was, among other things, to establish closer fellowship be-
tween the donor and Jehovah. It is in this sense that Matt. 5, 23. 24 speaks
of a gift brought to the altar. Such a gift was to be brought in a spirit
of true comsecration, without reservations conflicting with other stated
duties. It was because the Pharisees at the time of Christ had added an
anti-Scriptural interpretation that Jesus found it necessary to take them
to task. For according to their teaching a person consecrating a gift to
God might thereby be relieved from using it for his parents, thereby set-
ting aside the Fourth Commandment. No professed service of God can
be acceptable if it conflicts with any duty prescribed by His commandment.

P. E. K.



